
Richard L. Harris

1896 — November 23, 1955

Dr. Richard L. Harris, who was Manager of the Montrose V. A. Hospital from its inception in 1950 until his death 

in November 1955, is perhaps best remembered by his former staff and members of the community as one who 

helped to lift the curtain of fear and misunderstanding regarding the field of mental illness.

During his six years as head of the 1,965 bed veterans hospital, he brought the knowledge and experience of 35 years 

in Psychiatry to thousands of community citizens through his enjoyable and illuminating talks to innumerable 

civic, welfare and veterans organizations over a wide area.

As an amateur anthologist of many phases of humor, Dr. Harris utilized this hobby to excellent advantage in his 

many addresses, with an amusing story to fit nearly every allusion to mental illness, psychiatry and the operation 

of his large and well-run institution.

Although he was born in Wrightsville, Georgia, and retained his distinctive gentle southern accent throughout his 

lifetime, Dr. Harris came from a direct line of ancestors emigrating from England in early 1600. Thomas Harris, 

Jr., in 1636, was one of Roger Williams’ company which left the Plymouth Colony to found Providence, R.I. and 

Rowley, Mass. Dr. Harris was a direct descendant of this distinguished forbear through eight generations.

Born in 1896, he was educated in Georgia schools and received his M.D. in 1920. After a year in general practice, 

he entered the service of the U. S. Government in 1921 in Augusta, Ga. Then followed increased responsibilities 

and greater administrative duties as he became Clinical Director in 1931, transferring in that capacity to V. A. 

Hospital, Canandaigua, N. Y. Three years later he became Chief of Neurological Service at the V. A. Diagnostic 

Center, Washington, D. C. In 1939, he returned to the southland as Chief Medical Officer (Neuropsychiatry) at 

the Murfreesboro, Tenn. V. A. Hospital. In 1941, he spent a year as Clinical Director at the Los Angeles, California 

V. A. Hospital, followed by three years’ service as Manager in Sheridan, Wyoming. He returned in 1945 to Los 

Angeles as Chief Medical Officer of the 2,000 patient NP Section at that V. A. Center, remaining there until his 

appointment in late 1949 at the Montrose V. A. Hospital.

Throughout his long and distinguished career, Dr. Harris made his teaching influence felt wherever he served. He 

was for ten years instructor and subsequently Assistant Professor of Medicine in Neuropsychiatry at the University 

of Georgia, 1922-1932. He conducted post-graduate courses given by the V. A. at the Washington, D. C. Diagnostic 
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Center, 1935-1938. During his last appointment at Montrose, he was Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychiatry at 

Cornell University Medical College.

Although he maintained a constantly busy schedule, Dr. Harris found relaxation and pleasure in spending time 

with his wife and stepdaughter, and tending his lovely garden at their Montrose home. He was also frequently in 

touch with his son, Richard L. Jr., a resident of Los Angeles. Another early diversion was the game of golf, and 

though he was relatively inactive as a participant in later years, he would expound on the merits of this recreational 

activity by the hour. As a substitute for not strolling the links, he became extremely interested in motion pictures, 

and became an informal authority on many phases of the cinema.

His untimely death, after a month’s illness, was felt in every area in which he served the interests of medicine and 

psychiatry. At his funeral services, he was mourned not only by his many professional colleagues, but by the many 

community friends he had made, whose better understanding of mental illness he had helped to instill.

Dr. Richard L. Harris has left behind a rich legacy in the field of psychiatry, which has been inherited by countless 

friends, colleagues and citizens, who were privileged to be touched by his profound knowledge and gentle humor.

Frederick A. Huggins
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