
Leroy Pearl Burnham

May 11, 1880 — June 17, 1952

Leroy Pearl Burnham, Professor of Architecture, Emeritus, died in Ithaca on June 17, 1952. He had been ill but 

a short time. Professor Burnham was born at Waltham, Massachusetts, May 11, 1880, the son of Charles and 

Sarah Avery Burnham. After his early education in the public schools of Waltham, he entered Harvard University 

from which he was graduated as Bachelor of Science in 1902 and as Master of Science in Architecture in 1903. 

Having been awarded both the Harvard and the Roche Traveling Fellowships he spent the next four years in 

Europe, traveling extensively, chiefly in England, France and Italy, and in study at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in 

Paris and at the American Academy in Rome. Soon after his return to the United States he became associated 

with the firm of McKim, Meade and White in New York City. Here, during several years with what was perhaps 

the leading architectural firm of the country, he acquired a broad and thorough training in the practical aspects 

of his profession, and the prominient part assigned to him by his employers in the design and construction of the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art indicates that he had profited substantially by this training.

He came to Cornell in the fall of 1914 as Assistant Professor of Architecture and was appointed Professor in 1923, a 

position in which he served with effectiveness and distinction until his retirement in June, 1947. Professor Burnham 

brought to his teaching of architectural design not only a mature philosophy but also the convincing artistry of the 

highly skilled craftsman. His personal qualities of sincerity, integrity and artistic sensibility, tempered by a kindly 

manner and genial tolerance, together with the breadth and thoroughness of his education and experience, were 

clearly reflected in his teaching. Many of his former students, now leaders in their profession, bear witness to the 

effectiveness of his insistence on sound analysis, rational development and clear presentation of the problem at 

hand.

In addition to his teaching and after his retirement he found time to participate occasionally in practice, several 

local residences and the Tompkins County World War I Memorial being products of this avocation. Also over a 

period of many years, he gave generously of his time and talent in designing and supervising the decorations of 

Barton or Bailey Halls for the commencement exercises.

Among the organizations with which Professor Burnham was actively affiliated were the American Institute of 

Architects, the Council of Registered Architects of New York State, the American Academy in Rome Associates, 

the Harvard Club of New York, and St. Johns Episcopal Church.
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