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When a young, vigorous assistant professor committed to undergraduate education suddenly passes away, the 

whole university community shares in the loss. Dr. Molchen gave freely to his students and colleagues of his 

exceptional fund of knowledge, his dedication to precision and accuracy, his humor, and zest for academic life. 

The great loss we feel at his sudden death is perhaps best explained as a sense of betrayal—he represented the best 

of young and fresh dedication in our times.

His academic brilliance was shown by his receipt of a National Science Foundation Award to the Academic Year 

Institute at Harvard in 1963-64, by his service as consultant to the widely hailed Harvard Project in Physics at 

Harvard in the summer of 1967, and by his contribution to the Harvard-Newton Program, a study of adolescents, 

under the Harvard Research and Development Center on Educational Differences.

Born in Parma, Ohio, he graduated from the University of Dayton with honors in 1954, received a Master’s degree 

in physics from Case Institute of Technology, and an Ed.D. from Harvard Graduate School of Education in 1967.

Dr. Molchen was a member of Phi Delta Kappa, the National Science Teachers Association, the American 

Educational Research Association, and the National Association for Research in Science Teaching. A competent, 

vigorous researcher, he wrote a number of impressive articles in the professional journals.

He was a most dedicated supervisor of student teachers who valued him for his warm support and his helpful 

suggestions. Tough-minded and precise in his studies, deeply conscientious in all his activities, warm and insightful 

as a counselor of students, zestful and committed to the activities of education—he demonstrated the best in the 

current thrust in education. He was a man of great intensity, filled with a kind of agony at the imperfections of 

contemporary life. We, his colleagues, who shared his tenure from September 1967 to December 1968 are richer 

for his generous and wise participation in the activities of his department, college and university, and indeed bereft 

at his death.
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