
Stanley Lewry Schauss

September 2, 1908 — January 4, 1951

At the prime of his development in his chosen career, Stanley Lewry Schauss, Associate Professor of Electrical 

Engineering, died while preparing to return to his teaching duties at Cornell University. He had just completed a 

one-term sabbatic leave, spent in engineering work with the Public Service Electric and Gas Company in Newark, 

N. J.

Born in Brooklyn, where he received his early education, Professor Schauss graduated from Cornell with the 

EE degree in 1929. After five years in industry, with the Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company in 

Pittsburgh, he became instructor in physics at Cooper Union in New York. Simultaneously he worked to advance 

his own formal education, receiving a master of science degree from New York University in 1938. He joined 

the faculty of Cornell as instructor in 1942, was appointed assistant professor in 1944, and became an associate 

professor in 1949.

In 1940 he married Alice R. Northrop of Owego, N. Y., who is the only immediate member of his family to survive 

him.

Professor Schauss was a member of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers and of two honorary societies: 

Eta Kappa Nu and Phi Kappa Phi. He was secretary of the faculty of the School of Electrical Engineering and was 

active in a number of the standing committees of the School.

Endowed with an unusually precise and analytical mind, Professor Schauss was outstanding in his ability to quickly 

perceive the straightforward approach to the most intricate and difficult problems, and he was most conscientious, 

thorough, and patient in passing on to his students all that could be transmitted of his own high abilities. Backed 

by his unusual mastery of the sciences fundamental to his profession, his contribution to the mental development 

of his students was indeed great—the more so because he gave intensive study to, and knew how to make use of, the 

psychology of teaching. He was keenly interested in a wide variety of social and economic problems, and readily 

retained the salient content of his wide reading in these fields. This enabled him, in his position as class advisor 

and in student discussion groups, to contribute extensively toward broadening the interests and the knowledge of 

his students.
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Stanley Schauss was deeply religious. He was a staunch Lutheran and he never failed to defend his faith and beliefs 

when the occasion arose. As a student at Cornell, he was faithful in his attendance at the Lutheran Church, and 

served it as Sunday School Superintendent and member of the Council. When he returned to Ithaca as a member 

of the faculty, he was soon elected to the Board of Directors of the Lutheran Association, where he served faithfully 

and well. But few men serve their God and church as fully and sacrificially as did Stanley Schauss.

The premature loss of this man was a great blow to his colleagues and to the institution he served.

P. D. Ankrum, L. A. Burckmyer, Jr., R. W. Leiby
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