
Othon Goepp Guerlac
World War Memorial Professor of the Romance Languages and Literatures

— January 16, 1933 

The death of Professor Othon Goepp Guerlac, January 16, 1933, deprived the University faculty of a beloved 

colleague, the students of a friendly, inspiring teacher, and the community of Ithaca of a distinguished citizen. 

Professor Guerlac was born of French parentage at St. Louis in 1870, was educated in France, and received from 

the University of Paris the degree of Master of Arts in 1893 and the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1897. In 1900 he 

was appointed to be Instructor in Cornell University, was promoted, in 1904, to the rank of Assistant Professor, 

and in 1919 to the rank of Professor of Romance Languages and Literatures. During the war he served in France 

as Attaché to the Foreign Office, and was a member of the French High Commission to the United States. In 1919 

the French government conferred upon him, in recognition of his services, the badge of the Legion of Honor, and 

in 1920 the University conferred upon him the title of World War Memorial Professor.

Professor Guerlac was at once a high class journalist and a scholar of distinction. For ten years he was the American 

Correspondent of Le Temps; and at the time of his death he had for many years contributed monthly articles on 

contemporary French politics and history to Current History. He translated into French Booker T. Washington’s 

Up From Slavery. He edited for use in college classes a number of French works, including Anatole France’s Le livre 

de mon ami, and a volume entitled Selections from Standard French Authors. He published, in 1931, Les citations 

françaises, a scholarly manual of French quotations, the result of many years of research, which received wide and 

favorable recognition.

Although a clear and trenchant writer, both of French and English prose, Professor Guerlac was best known for 

his skill and originality as a teacher, his sound sense as an administrator, and his varied and fruitful activities in 

the every day life of the community and the University. His salient qualities were a clear, precise, alert intelligence, 

a genial and engaging manner, a very genuine and generous interest in people, and an ever ready impulse to unite 

with his fellows in every sort of useful common enterprise. It is perhaps safe to say that he knew, and not by name 

merely, more students, university colleagues, and people in Ithaca than any other member of the faculty. He had 

a genius for friendship. He was indefatigable in promoting human intercourse; and, by enriching every personal 

contact, even the most casual, with the felicity of his greeting and the sincerity of his good will, he made it his 

avocation in life to cultivate and to promote the fine art of sociability.
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Of Professor Guerlac it may be said, without any reservations, that his death leaves a place vacant, a place in the 

private lives of innumerable friends and in the public life of this community that no one else can ever fill.

Source: Facility Records, p. 1784. Resolutions of the Trustees and Faculty of Cornell University, September, Nineteen 
Hundred And Thirty-Three
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