
Raymond Albrectsen

October 12, 1904 — August 13, 1976

Raymond Albrectsen, professor emeritus of animal science, died of cancer in Ithaca, New York, on August 13, 

1976. He was born in Chicago but grew up on a farm near Marathon, New York. He studied civil engineering two 

years at the Pennsylvania State College and then farmed for two years before entering the College of Agriculture 

at Cornell University in 1928. He received his B.S. degree in 1930 and the M.S. degree in 1931. After college, he 

returned to dairy farming and, with the help of his wife, developed a fine herd of Holstein cattle, which carried 

the farm name Ray-Lou Farm.

In 1938, Ray returned to Cornell as a member of the Department of Animal Husbandry with major responsibility 

in dairy cattle extension work. The remainder of his professional career, until his retirement from Cornell in 1969, 

was devoted to the improvement of dairy cattle through the application of sound genetic principles and good herd 

management.

In one of his early leadership roles as a dairy farmer, Ray was instrumental in organizing the first artificial breeding 

association in New York State, the second one in the United States, and he served as its first president. Later he was 

active in the organization of the statewide New York Artificial Breeders’ Cooperative and assisted in its merger 

with several New England units, when it became the Eastern Artificial Insemination Cooperative.

Ray’s practical farm experience and his knowledge of the subject matter, combined with his understanding of farm 

people, enabled him to make the complex simple and understandable to his audiences. These traits, along with his 

wit and his clear and forceful presentation, made him very popular as a speaker for New York dairymen.

Ray was appointed extension division leader in the Department of Animal Husbandry in 1958, a position he 

held until his retirement. This assignment involved the development, coordination, and conduct of extension 

educational programs of the department.

Recognition of Ray’s accomplishments was given on many occasions during his career. In 1955 he received the 

Superior Service Award of the United States Department of Agriculture.

In 1959 the American Dairy Science Association awarded Ray the DeLaval Extension Dairymen’s Award and 

Citation. He served on the board of directors of the American Dairy Science Association from 1961 to 1963 

and was elected association president in 1966. In 1975 the association bestowed upon him its highest award, the 
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Award of Honor. In 1976 Ray was honored by the New York Holstein-Friesian Association in recognition of his 

contributions to the association and his outstanding achievements in the dairy industry.

During his tenure, he served on numerous committees of the college and department and the United States 

Department of Agriculture and was acting head of the Department of Animal Science for six months in 1966.

Ray will long be remembered by those who knew him for his services to the dairy industry of New York State and 

his fine personal qualities and talents.

He is survived by his wife, Louise. In recognition of his dedication to agriculture in New York State, she has asked 

that a memorial scholarship be established in his name. Contributions designated for the Albrectsen Fund may be 

sent to the Cornell University Development Office, 205 Roberts Hall, Ithaca, New York 14853.

Kenneth L. Turk, Myron D. Lacy, Robert W. Spalding
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