
Stephen Farrell Cleary

September 10, 1896 — October 16, 1960

The sudden passing of Professor Stephen F. Cleary removed from the Cornell campus a most lovable figure who 

had served as a teacher at Cornell for over forty-one years and as head of the Department of Engineering Drawing 

in the School of Mechanical Engineering since 1951.

Born in 1896 on a farm at Ballston Spa, New York, Professor Cleary received his preliminary education in the 

Ballston Spa schools and then attended the General Electric Drafting School at Schenectady, New York, graduating 

in 1916. He joined the General Electric Corporation as a designer, enlisted in the United States Navy (aviation) for 

the period 1917-1919, and then was employed by the General Aviation Corporation for a short time.

In the fall of 1919 he entered the Sibley School of Mechanical Engineering in the unusual dual role of student and 

instructor, receiving the M.E. degree in 1925, the M.M.E. degree in 1929. His later promotions were: Assistant 

Processor, 1936; Associate Professor, 1940; and Professor, 1946. His honors included Phi Kappa Phi, and he was 

a member of the American Society for Engineering Education, American Association of University Professors, 

Cornell Society of Engineers, Pi Tau Sigma, Tau Kappa Epsilon social fraternity, Statler Club, Ithaca Yacht Club, 

and the American Legion.

Professor Cleary was a student of educational philosophy and constantly introduced new concepts in the fields of 

descriptive geometry and engineering drawing as evidenced by his writings and teachings in these fields. Included 

in his works are Descriptive Geometry for Engineers and a series of three volumes, Basic Mechanical Drafting, as 

well as earlier works in collaboration with Professor C. E. Townsend, his predecessor as head of the Department of 

Engineering Drawing. In addition, Professor Cleary published many papers on engineering education.

Those of us who knew him intimately recall his devotion to teaching the younger instructors and aiding the 

freshman students. He was a true and loyal friend and a man of many interests and hobbies, including fishing, 

hunting, and conservation. His interest in students was exemplified by the fact that he was a class adviser over the 

years, served as personnel adviser for the students in job placement, and was for many years the faculty adviser to 

many student organizations including his social fraternity Tau Kappa Epsilon, Atmos, and Kappa Beta Phi.



In addition to his teaching and writing career, Professor Cleary was active in his professional field as a Licensed 

Professional Engineer, New York State, and served as consultant for many industries including the General Electric 

Corporation.

On September 8, 1928, Professor Cleary married Beverly Owen, who died in 1945. He is survived by his daughter, 

Beverly Ann (Mrs. N. Mandato).

“Red” Cleary, as he was affectionately known to his colleagues, students, and many friends in the local community, 

will be remembered by all as a companion who enjoyed life and people. He was a fine teacher with a great sense 

of humor, a genial personality, and a sincere interest in students and in the many assistants who taught in his 

department.
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