
Richard (Dick) Griswold Warner

November 1, 1922 — May 10, 2002

Richard (Dick) Griswold Warner died on May 10, 2002. His colleagues, friends, and former students at Cornell 

will long miss Dick, with his effervescent personality, friendliness, and concern for all people.

He was born on November 1, 1922 in Washington, D.C. He graduated from McKinley Technical High School 

where he was a member of the Cadet Corps and the Boys Glee Club, and was an Eagle Scout. After high school, 

Dick enrolled at Ohio State University and graduated summa cum laude, in 1947, interrupted by three years for 

military duty in the U.S. Field Artillery (1945-46). He continued his studies at Ohio State, receiving an M.S. degree 

in Animal Nutrition in 1948, and then enrolled at Cornell and completed a Ph.D. degree in Animal Nutrition in 

1951. This started his long tenure at Cornell from Assistant Professor (1951-55), Associate Professor (1955-63), and 

Professor of Animal Nutrition (1963-89). As Professor Emeritus, he also served as Cornell University Ombudsman 

from March 1994 to December 1997.

While he tackled his varied activities in teaching, research, and extension with vigor and enthusiasm, many of 

his colleagues felt that teaching undergraduate students was his most enjoyable responsibility. He taught at least 

one course every year but one, primarily handling the “Introductory Livestock Nutrition” course. He also taught 

a graduate level course in laboratory methods in animal nutrition. For a number of years, he represented the 

department on animal care issues and helped initiate a course in “Ethics and Animal Science”. His extension 

activities generally followed his research efforts, getting those results into the field.

Dick supervised over 40 graduate students in animal nutrition and published in both the scientific literature and 

the popular agriculture press. His research involved a number of farm and laboratory species, with special interest 

in the nutrition of the young dairy calf. His research on the development of the ruminant stomach in the dairy calf 

is indeed classical. Before this research, it was common to say, “the darkest place in the world is inside of a cow’s 

stomach”, and he did as much as anyone to turn on the lights in the rumen. Most importantly, he and his students 

showed that the primary stimuli for the papillary development of the rumen of the calf are the products of rumen 

fermentation, the volatile fatty acids (acetic, propionic, and butyric) produced by the rumen microorganisms, 

with butyric the strongest stimulus. Over the years, several graduate students worked on this project, including 

W.P. Flatt, now Dean Emeritus of the College of Agriculture at the University of Georgia, and E.G. Sander, now 

Dean of Agriculture at the University of Arizona. His other research activities included experiments on milk 



replacers, antibiotics, factors affecting voluntary feed intake, and an array of nutritional subjects with varied 

species including the rat, the mink, and sheep.

Cornell recognized Dick’s teaching skills with the Professor of Merit Award (voted by the senior class); an award 

for teaching by Gamma Sigma Delta, and the Agriculture College’s Edgerton Career Teaching Award. He also 

received the Ralston Purina Teaching Award from the American Society of Animal Science and an Outstanding 

Alumni Award from Cornell’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Alumni Association, and was admitted to 

the Animal Husbandry Hall of Fame of Ohio State University.

During his career, Dick was a Visiting Scientist in Canada, Sweden, and Brazil, and often spoke in the international 

arena. He frequently served on national committees dealing with animal nutrition, and on many departmental, 

college, and university committees. He was active as an alumnus in the affairs of the Cornell Chapter of Alpha 

Zeta.

His community activities included the First Presbyterian Church, the Ellis Hollow Community Center, and the 

Ithaca-Cayuga Rotary Club, of which he was a past president. His hobbies included reading, gardening, and travel.

His family and friends will best remember him for his sense of humor, his joy of teaching, his love of people, and 

his propensity to write poetry for birthdays and anniversaries or to honor retirees and friends at farewell parties.

He is survived by a loving family: his wife of 53 years, Barbara “Bibs” Dean Warner; four daughters, Patricia 

Kurent, Sherry Warner, Candace Herring, and Tamara Ause; six granddaughters, Ayla and Kira Cline, Megan and 

Angela Herring, and Emily and Erica Ause; two brothers, Philip F. Warner, and William A. Warner, and many 

in-laws, nieces, nephews, and friends who were an intricate part of his life.
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