
Pamela M. Ludford

October 19, 1928 — July 22, 2001

Pamela M. Ludford (nee Sutcliffe), Emerita Professor in the Department of Horticulture, died at Ithaca’s Hospicare 

of complications arising from lung cancer. Pamela was born in London, England. She was educated at Haberdashers’ 

Aske’s (Sutton Court preparatory) School and then attended Westfield College at London University, where in 

1950 she obtained a first class honors degree in Botany.

On August 19, 1950, Pamela married Geoffrey S.S. Ludford (deceased 1986). They moved to the United States, 

where she supported Geoff in his academic career as a Cornell Professor of Applied Mathematics. Pamela became 

a U.S. citizen in 1970. While in the process of raising two daughters, Pamela decided to pursue graduate studies 

with Professor F.C. Steward, one of the most eminent plant physiologists of his time.

Pamela received her Ph.D. degree in 1971 from Cornell University and continued to work for an additional two 

years with Professor Steward as a Research Associate in the Laboratory of Cell Physiology. In 1973, she transferred 

to a similar position in the Department of Vegetable Crops. She was appointed as Assistant Professor of Vegetable 

Crops in 1977 and Associate Professor in 1983.

Dr. Ludford’s faculty career was devoted to research and teaching in the post harvest physiology of vegetables, 

with a special interest in the role of plant hormones. She was widely recognized as an authority on this subject, 

as evidenced by numerous invitations to author book chapters and to perform editorial work. She continued 

to be active in her profession after retirement (1995), spending many hours in her office and participating in 

departmental events.

Rigor and attention to detail characterized Dr. Ludford’s research, her teaching, and her writing. She was not 

satisfied with a job until she had given it her best, and she inspired others to do the same.

Dr. Ludford was a member of the American Society of Plant Physiologists, the Plant Growth Regulator Working 

Group, the American Society for Horticultural Science and its Post Harvest Working Group, the Society for 

Economic Botany, the American Society of Agronomy, and the Crop Science Society of America. She was also 

a member of Sigma Xi, including its Admissions Committee, and of Sigma Delta Epsilon. Pamela was Associate 

Editor for the Journal of the American Society of Horticultural Science and was a long-time member of the 

Horticulture Advisory Board for AVI Publishing Company.
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In great demand to serve in campus roles, Dr. Ludford was active as a member of the Faculty Council of 

Representatives, the Fellowship Board of the Graduate School, and the Provost’s Advisory Committee on the 

Status of Women; and she was a participant on many other university, college, and departmental committees. Dr. 

Ludford was the first woman to be appointed to the faculty in her department, and one of the first women in any 

of the production agriculture departments. As such, she served as a role model for female graduate students and 

faculty, always ready with words of encouragement and acts of kindness. For many years, Dr. Ludford was the 

Graduate Faculty Representative for Vegetable Crops, in which capacity she went to great lengths to nurture and 

counsel graduate students.

When she felt it necessary, Dr. Ludford did not hesitate to express her opinions, whether of a graduate student’s 

action or of an administrator’s directive. If she thought a decision was wrong, she would tell the person so—with 

civility and good humor, but without mincing words. Pamela often expressed what others might have liked to 

have said, but didn’t quite dare. Perhaps it was partly her British accent, perhaps it was her head-on approach, 

and certainly it was her special personality that enabled her to get her point across without causing offense. After 

Pamela had had her say at a faculty meeting, there would be laughter, a release of tension, and a lightening of 

mood—but she would have made her point.

Pamela cared for her husband in his final months of life and remained connected to the hospice community for 15 

years. The diagnosis of her own terminal illness—which was made only a few months before her death—came as 

a great shock to her family and friends; but she accepted the prognosis with remarkable equanimity and courage. 

Characteristically, Pamela’s only concern seemed to be the impact on those she loved.

She is survived by her sister, Gillian Bell of Wallingford, England; and two daughters: Jennifer Messing Ludford, 

married to Seth J. Messing, with children Nicholas, Anna and Timothy Messing; and Susan B. Davidson, married 

to Charles J. Davidson, with children Jeremy and Christopher.

Pamela loved the color purple, balloons (including hot air balloons), flowers, small children, and her many 

wonderful friends. She will be remembered as a kind, courageous, generous, and loving woman with an undying 

joie de vivre.
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