
Jessie Austin Boys

March 1, 1881 — June 18, 1965

Born in Webster City, Iowa, Jessie Melissa Austin grew up in the Midwest. She taught in rural schools for several 

terms and studied at Iowa State College where she earned her Bachelors degree in 1908.

On February 10, 1909, Miss Austin married Samuel B. Boys, and the couple immediately homesteaded a claim in 

Oklahoma. But in 1911, even before the claim was proved, the husband died, leaving the young widow to carry on 

alone for the remainder of the required term.

To keep things going Mrs. Boys joined the Iowa Extension Service as a lecturer. As soon as she could she came 

east to further her education at Columbia University. In the meantime she continued her teaching. She was an 

instructor at Miss Farmer’s School and at Morningside College.

In 1917 Mrs. Boys was appointed an instructor in the School of Home Economics in the New York State College of 

Agriculture at Cornell University. Upon the receipt of her Master’s degree from Columbia in 1920 she was promoted 

to Assistant Professor. She became an Associate Professor in 1945 and held that rank until her retirement in 1949.

On the inception in 1922 of the new Department of Hotel Administration Mrs. Boys was assigned to work with 

the first class of twenty-one students. She worked closely with them and quickly won their respect and affection. 

Always a skilled technician she was highly appreciated as a teacher.

In 1925 the School of Home Economics was separated from the College of Agriculture to become the New York 

State College of Home Economics. The Department of Hotel Administration moved along with it but in due 

course became a “school” in its own right, though still under the aegis of the College of Home Economics. Mrs. 

Boys continued working with the Hotel students throughout these changes. She gradually gave them more and 

more of her time until she was fully assigned to the Hotel School, much to the benefit of its students.

Mrs. Boys wrote extensively in her field. She was the author of, and with Professors Brewer and Fenton, co-author 

of a number of bulletins published in the Cornell Bulletin for Homemakers. Associated with others of the Home 

Economics faculty she co-authored the 1924 revision of the Butterick Cook Book. During the years 1924-26 she 

contributed a series of monthly articles on menus and food preparation to the Delineator. And she had a variety of 

other articles in women’s magazines. In 1928 she was accorded “Le Cordon Bleu” diploma in Paris.



The October, 1965, issue of the Bulletin of the Cornell Society of Hotelmen, recalling Mrs. Boys’s contribution in 

the early days of the Hotel School, points out: “The tremendously loyal group spirit for which the Hotel School has 

become so famous found its beginnings in the informal gatherings, in her experimental kitchen, of the ‘Coffee 

Hounds.’ Upon her retirement the School lost a dedicated and inspiring teacher. Now, upon her death, those of us 

who worked with her and studied under her have lost a valued friend.”

Lillian Shaben, Charles Inglehart Sayles, Howard Bagnall Meek




