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March 4, 1875 — August 23, 1937

Hugh Daniel Reed was born at Hartsville, New York, March 4, 1875. He entered Cornell University in the fall of 

1895 and was graduated in 1899 with the degree of Bachelor of Science. Appointed a Fellow in Vertebrate Zoology, 

he pursued graduate study for four years and in 1903 was awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.

From 1900 to 1910, Professor Reed served successively as Assistant, Instructor, and Assistant Professor in the 

Department of Neurology and Vertebrate Zoology under Dr. Burt G. Wilder, the Professor in charge. Granted leave 

of absence, he spent the year 1909-1910 at the University of Freiburg, Germany, working under the direction of the 

eminent zoologist, August Weismann, and the equally eminent comparative anatomists, Robert Wiedersheim and 

Ernst Gaupp. During his year abroad Dr. Reed also represented Cornell at the International Zoological Congress 

at the University of Graz, Austria.

Professor Wilder retired in June, 1910, and Assistant Professor Reed was selected as head of the Department. He at 

once entered upon the task of organizing a Department of Zoology, offering for the first time at Cornell a unified, 

systematic, and complete course in zoology. In 1919 he was made Professor of Zoology.

Despite the exacting demands of reorganization and administration, Dr. Reed found time to keep in touch with 

advances in his field and to contribute thereto. His first scientific paper was published in 1908, and the field of 

re-research to which he then gave his primary attention continued to hold his interest throughout the succeeding 

years. At the same time he was able to devote time and study to other scientific problems.

In the death of Professor Reed, Cornell University lost an administrator of marked ability and an inspiring and 

effective teacher. Within his department, Dr. Reed was a constant source of inspiration and advice. Those who 

were associated with him most intimately will not soon forget the debt they owe him as a counselor and they will 

also remember the emphasis which he placed on teaching in his appraisal of obligations to the institution which 

he served.

As an indication of the esteem in which he was held by his graduate students, we need only recall their presentation 

of his portrait to the University in 1934. His many personal friends will deeply regret the loss of a man in whom 

personal charm, wide culture, and a balanced judgment were combined to an unusual degree. Friends and 

colleagues alike mourn his passing, and the affectionate memory of his many sterling qualities will be colored by 
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deep admiration for the sturdy valor with which he carried on, cheerfully despite serious and long continued ill 

health.

Source: Fac. Rec., p. 2007 Resolutions of the Trustees and Faculty of Cornell University, November, Nineteen 
Hundred And Thirty-Seven
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