
John Einset

August 15, 1915 — March 11, 1981

John Einset, born in Lofthus, Norway, came to Geneva, New York, in 1924 with his father, Olav Einset, who was 

a member of the research staff in the Department of Pomology, New York State Agricultural Experiment Station. 

John was educated in schools in Norway, Geneva, and Ithaca. He was graduated from Cornell with a bachelor’s 

degree in 1938 and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1942. His Ph.D. studies were in cytogenetics with Professor 

L. F. Randolph.

Interest in pomology, for Professor Einset, had its beginning at Geneva, where, as a boy, he worked picking fruit in 

the Experiment Station orchards. He joined the staff of the Station’s Department of Pomology in 1942, and, upon 

his retirement in 1973, Cornell appointed him professor of pomology and viticulture emeritus.

Professor Einset was one of the outstanding fruit cytogeneticists and fruit breeders of the world. From his 

laboratory came a series of papers on the ploidy of apple cultivars that will always mark a milestone in the study 

of chromosome numbers of fruits. His discoveries of cytochimeras in apples, grapes, and other fruits represent 

a classic contribution to horticultural science. His studies on the cytogenetics of the genus Rubus led to a new 

understanding of its hybridization. In addition to his full-time duties at the Experiment Station, he taught a course 

in cytogenetics at the University of Rochester in 1947-48.

Professor Einset was a very successful fruit breeder, as the cultivars of grapes and apples which he introduced can 

attest. His efforts in fruit breeding resulted in several new cultivars and potential cultivars which will have an 

impact on the grape industry for many years to come. These efforts climaxed in 1972 when he introduced ‘Cayuga 

White’ the first grape bred by the station exclusively for the wine market. Other new grape cultivars which he 

introduced were ‘Canada Muscat’ and ‘New York Muscat’ (1961), and ‘Suffolk Red’ and ‘Lakemont’ (1972). He also 

cooperated in introducing six new apple cultivars: ‘Wayne,’ ‘Niagara,’ and ‘Spigold’ (1962), ‘Empire’ (1966), and 

‘Jonagold’ and ‘Spijon’ (1968). The very high quality apple, ‘Spigold’ resulted from his cytological studies. Thomas 

Jefferson once said, “The greatest service which can be rendered any country is to add a useful plant to its culture.” 

In introducing several excellent new fruit cultivars, John Einset has rendered yeoman service to his country.

Although Professor Einset was primarily a specialist in cytology, genetics, and fruit breeding, he added the role 

of generalist in the third decade of his career. In that role he was an author of reports on growth-regulator trials 

on seedless grapes, on grafting of mature grapevines, on cultivar and seasonal effects on wine quality, and on 
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the cultivar–site problem for vineyards. He was a consultant for out-of-state commercial vineyards. The broader 

application of his many talents was a real service to his colleagues and to fruit production in New York State.

As head of the Department of Pomology from 1953 to 1971, Professor Einset was a capable and forward-looking 

administrator. He made changes in the department’s organizational structure which are still retained. He believed 

that the research personnel should carry on the research, while he did many lesser administrative chores that 

another chairman might have assigned to someone else. He encouraged intradepartmental cooperation and kept 

the department morale high. As head of the Department of Pomology, Professor Einset was a fine leader. This was 

primarily by example, but also by his encouragement, and by his understanding of both the wide array of projects 

and of the people conducting them. He emphasized projects through which the department could contribute to 

the understanding of the production of New York fruits.

Professor Einset was a firm believer in the value of the New York State Fruit Testing Cooperative Association to 

the department and worked very hard to ensure the well-being of the association. As department head he was 

automatically the association’s secretary-treasurer and did everything in his power to maintain it as a strong, viable 

organization and to expand the services it provided to the fruit industry in New York State. On his retirement he 

was made an honorary director of the association.

Professor Einset’s talents were well recognized not only in New York but also nationally and internationally. 

Nationally, the American Society for Horticultural Science presented to him the 1953 Gourley Award for the 

year’s best scientific paper in pomology and in 1970 elected him a fellow of that society; and in 1978 the American 

Society of Enologists recognized him as an honorary life member. Internationally, the Rockefeller Foundation 

sponsored his collaboration in research and teaching at the University of Chile in 1959; and in 1967 he was chosen 

as a Fulbright research scholar to consult in horticulture at the National Agronomical Station in Portugal.

Through the publication of more than seventy scientific papers, and through his skillful administrative 

contributions, Professor Einset made a lasting impact on the scientific and agricultural communities for which he 

so eagerly worked.

Dr. Einset’s hobby was the great out-of-doors—hunting and fishing. He was competent at both and travelled 

widely on hunting and fishing trips. His other hobby, at which he also excelled, was the making of wine.

Professor Einset had many ties to his native land: his father returned there after his retirement; he had two sisters 

living there; and his wife, Hjördis, was a native of Norway. He made frequent trips to that country.

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statement http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17813



Surviving are his wife, Hjördis R. Einset; three sons: Dr. John W. Einset of Riverside, California, Peter O. Einset 

of Amherst, New York, and Erik Einset of Teale Beach, Geneva; a daughter, Mrs. Anne Einset Vickrey of Menlo 

Park, California; a granddaughter, Rebecca Anne Vickrey of Menlo Park, California; a brother, Dr. Eystein Einset 

of St. Joseph, Michigan; and two sisters: Helga E. Skodvin of Oslo, Norway, and Ingebgorg E. Sekse of Hardanger, 

Norway.

Robert C. Lamb, Nelson ]. Shaulis, Roger D. Way
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