
Irving Samuel Haynes

August 29, 1861 — October 9, 1946

Irving Samuel Haynes was born on August 29, 1861 in Saranac, N. Y. the son of Samuel and Phoebe Ayre Haynes.

He received the degrees of Ph.B., in 1885, and Sc.D. in 1915, both of them from Wesleyan University; and the 

degree of M.D. in 1887 from the New York University Medical College.

After graduation in medicine, he served an internship in Bellevue Hospital and later became Attending Surgeon 

at the Harlem Hospital, the Red Cross Hospital and the Reconstruction Unit of the Post-Graduate Hospital, all in 

New York City.

He joined the teaching faculty of Cornell University Medical College as Professor of Practical Anatomy from 1898 

to 1909, and as Professor of Clinical Surgery from 1910 to 1926, when he was made Professor of Clinical Surgery, 

Emeritus.

Some years ago he removed his practice to Plattsburg, N. Y. where he was appointed Attending Surgeon to the 

Physicians Hospital, which later he served as Medical Superintendent; also, he acted as Consulting Surgeon to the 

Glens Falls (N. Y.) Hospital.

Throughout these years he continued to hold the position of Consulting Surgeon to the Harlem and the 

Reconstruction Hospitals of New York City.

He was a Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine, a member of the New York Surgical Society, and a Fellow 

of the American College of Surgeons.

He was author of a “Practical Guide for Beginners to the Dissection of the Human Body,” also, of a “Manual of 

Anatomy.”  In addition to these books, he made contributions to the activities of the New York Surgical Society by 

writing and delivering papers on surgical subjects and presenting interesting surgical cases. He was an eminent 

teacher of anatomy and a surgeon of ability and originality and possessed of excellent surgical judgment. 

In the early days of brain surgery, he developed the technic of surgical approach for the “Exposure and Drainage of 

the Cisterna Magna in Meningitis”; also, he devised an original operation for the “Repair of Large Ventral Hernias.” 
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Of a naturally quiet and unassuming disposition, he nevertheless possessed the qualities of character and kindliness 

and a sense of dry humor which endeared him to his colleagues and students and to his patients, by all of whom 

he was highly regarded. 

There was no ostentation, no aggressiveness about him, but everyone felt the underlying strength of character and 

integrity beneath the calm exterior. 

His unselfish devotion to his patients and students and his service to the communities in which he dwelt, exemplified 

the highest ideals of the medical profession which he adorned by a life of greatest usefulness to humanity.

Seward Erdman
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