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Professor Emeritus James S. Knapp died at his home in Ithaca at age 89. He was a retired faculty member of the 

Department of Communication in the New York State College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.

A native Ithacan and the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. John P. Knapp, he attended Immaculate Conception School, 

Ithaca High School, and Cornell University. After graduating from Cornell in 1931, he worked as a reporter and 

news editor of the Adirondack Daily Enterprise in Saranac Lake, New York. He returned to Cornell in 1934 as 

Assistant Editor in the College of Agriculture’s Office of Publication. A short time later, he was appointed an 

Instructor in the Extension Service, and later became a full Professor in the Department of Extension Teaching 

and Information.

His accomplishments included 29 years as head of the Press Division in the college. During World War II (1942-

44), he was Assistant and then Acting Director of Public Information for Cornell University.

He was an excellent writer, editor, and teacher. He taught news writing at the undergraduate level for 17 years, and 

contributed articles to many daily and weekly newspapers and farm publications. For several years, he maintained 

a close association with the New York Press Association, which, in 1960, presented him with their Community 

Service Award. He served the National Editorial Association as a judge of both weekly and daily newspapers and 

presented awards to those he rated as excellent in presentation and interpretation of agricultural and community 

information.

For 30 years, he issued a “Service Sheet” with items of journalistic interest gleaned from 125 New York State 

newspapers provided by publishers, and for many years prepared a publication, Extension Echoes, circulated weekly 

to the extension staff in the College of Agriculture. He and his small staff prepared news and feature articles for 

85 daily and 350 weekly newspapers in the State, and for a selected list of national and regional publications. All 

of this was accomplished with the underlying principle that the basic information was centered in the results of 

research and academic work by the college with only a small fraction allocated to publicity or promotion. Evidence 

of the soundness of this approach was that the “products” produced by the press service under Professor Knapp’s 

leadership won a majority of the awards of excellence in national competition with other land-grant universities.
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At a special affair commemorating 25 years of service, his colleagues presented him with a citation that read in 

part:

“Your knowledge of the newspaper and magazine fields in New York State, your excellent working relationships with editors, 

your willingness to try out new ideas and make them work, and your reputation as a newsman and not a publicity man are 

the major reasons why we have a press service second to none.”

Professor Knapp was a Life Member and Director of the American Agricultural College Editors Association, the 

New York Society of Newspaper Editors, and the Public Relations Council of the State University of New York. He 

also was Honorary President of the Tompkins County Horticultural Society. He was a member of the Cornell Club 

of Ithaca, the Kiwanis, and Elks Clubs.

During his membership in Sigma Delta Chi, a national professional journalism fraternity, Jim helped stage the 

famous “Delicate Brown” dinner that attracted hundreds of leading citizens. In his youth he was a golfer and 

horseshoe pitcher, and during most of his lifetime maintained an active interest in Cornell athletics.

He is survived by two nephews, John P. Knapp III, of Fair Haven, New Jersey and Alan Bubier, of Annapolis, 

Maryland; and a niece, Mrs. George P. Wood, of Mountain Lakes, New Jersey.
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