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December 6, 1938 — June 27, 1993

John Condry was one of those rare individuals whose professional life and private self were in harmony.

When we remember John, we remember his wonderful verve and enthusiasm for his profession. He loved teaching; 

he loved research; he loved to talk with colleagues about his latest idea. He generated enthusiasm in our responses 

because he was so obviously caught up himself with the intellectual challenge. And John’s own enthusiasm for 

his work was mirrored in his research on intrinsic motivation—the impetus to work at something not because of 

external rewards but because it is the work itself that one finds compelling.

When we remember John, we also remember that, above all, John was a man of integrity. He maintained his 

honesty and his principles even when it was not expedient to do so. John was trusted even by people who disagreed 

with him. He acted on his belief that the academic profession was worth the best that is in us. And John’s personal 

integrity was reflected in his major research, during the past two decades, on the truth and falsity (or at least 

distortion of the truth) presented by television and on the effects of television on children.

John founded the Center for Research on the Effects of Television and was its co-director. The Center created an 

archive that consisted of a representative sample of television programs and advertisements that spanned more 

than a decade. The archive is the only sample of its kind and became the raw material for John’s research on the 

effects of government policy on television programming, the kinds of values and stereotypes conveyed by television, 

and the effects of television on children. For example, John and his collaborator, Cindy Scheibe, found that the 

people who are the most susceptible to what they see on television are those who have the most limited real-world 

knowledge with which to moderate or counteract what is presented on television—a population that includes but 

is not limited to children. Furthermore, children are especially susceptible to television presentations because, in 

addition to their limited knowledge, they also are less able to distinguish the fantasy that is often presented on 

television from reality. The archive continues to serve as a data base for researchers across the country.

John’s research on the effects of television made him an acknowledged expert in this area and he was often called 

on to testify before Congressional committees and federal and state agencies. But it was another mark of his 

integrity that some of us did not realize how famous he had become: John never engaged in self-promotion; he did 

not dismiss his old friends even when his—or their—fortunes changed.
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And when we remember John’s capacity for friendship, we remember that his friendship was always refreshingly 

free of gender stereotypes—a characteristic that contributed tremendously to the way he related to colleagues. 

Moreover, John’s own personal view of gender, in turn, informed his research on the social construction of gender. 

Some of this research was done collaboratively with John’s wife, Sandra. Their classic work examined the perceptions 

of the behavior and motivations of children whose gender could not be determined from their physical appearance 

or from the way they sounded. John’s and Sandra’s research found that perceptions of children vary dramatically 

depending on whether the perceiver has been told that the children are female or male. The importance of this 

research was recognized by an award from the Association for Women in Psychology.

John grew up in West Virginia and graduated from West Virginia University with an A.B. degree in 1961 and an 

M.A. degree in 1962. He took his Ph.D. degree in social psychology in 1966 from the University of California at 

Los Angeles. John’s entire teaching career was spent at Cornell with sabbaticals at the University of Kansas and 

at Stanford University. John received the Amoco award for excellence in teaching in 1991. In addition to being 

co-director of the Television Center, John was Associate Editor of the journal, Motivation and Emotion and was 

a member of the editorial board of the Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology. John also served as editorial 

consultant for the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, Child Development, Developmental Psychology, 

Sex Roles, and the Journal of Communication. John’s most recent book was The Psychology of Television, published 

by Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Hillsdale, New Jersey, in 1989. John’s last publication was an invited paper 

published in the winter 1993 issue of Daedalus and was entitled, “Television, A Thief of Time.”

Throughout his life, John’s main source of pride and strength was his family: his wife, Sandra McConnell Condry 

and their children, Ian, Kirsten and Jennifer. They were friends as well as family. They were his anchor.

Our grief at John’s death is proportional to what he gave us in life.

Barbara Koslowski, George Suci, Jerome Ziegler
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