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Herbert Lyman Everett, Professor of Plant Breeding, Emeritus, who died on July 12, 2002 in Ithaca after a 

long struggle with Parkinson’s disease, served the university in a broad range of activities: teaching, research, 

administration, and international outreach. His specific interests included students, teaching, corn genetics and 

breeding, and his family, department, college, and university. He is remembered for not only his accomplishments 

but also his constant good humor, kindness, and desire to help others.

Herb was born in New Haven, Connecticut on August 9, 1922. The family moved to Clearwater, Florida, returning 

to New Haven upon the death of his father where Herb attended the New Haven public schools. Following his 

graduation from Hillhouse High School in 1939, Herb entered Yale University. Like many in his generation he 

was drafted into the armed services in 1942 at the end of his junior year, serving in the Army Air Corps until his 

discharge as a First Lieutenant in 1945. He returned to Yale University to complete his B.A. degree in Botany, then 

continued his studies to earn his M.S. degree in Plant Genetics in 1947 and his Ph.D. degree in Plant Genetics 

in 1949. From then until 1952, Herb was a Research Assistant in the Department of Genetics at the Connecticut 

Agricultural Experiment Station where he worked with Dr. Donald F. Jones.

In 1952, Herb was recruited by the Department of Plant Breeding to join the College of Agriculture to teach the 

basic college course in genetics and to be responsible for the research in breeding and genetics of field corn. He was 

promoted to Associate Professor in 1953, and to Professor in 1964. He spent one year in 1956-57 in the Philippines 

as a Visiting Professor, part of the Cornell contract with the College of Agriculture at Los Banos (UPCA). In 

1961-62, Herb spent a sabbatical leave with the Rockefeller Foundation at Chapingo, Mexico. He returned to the 

Philippines in 1964 to serve as project leader for the Cornell – UPCA contract. Upon his return to Ithaca in 1966, 

he became the Director of Resident Instruction for the College of Agriculture, serving in this role until 1977. 

That year, he returned to the department to resume his teaching and research activities. Herb retired as Emeritus 

Professor in 1983, but continued to teach genetics until 1985.

Dr. Everett served his college and the university in many significant ways. He was secretary for the Agriculture 

College faculty during his term as Director of Resident Instruction. Between 1979 and 1983, he served as Cornell’s 

Ombudsman. His calm demeanor and constant good humor fitted him well for this office. He served on and 

was chairman of the University Faculty Committee on Academic Programs and Policies and the University 
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Commencement Committee. It was during his term as chairman of the Commencement Committee that the 

ceremony was moved from Barton Hall to Schoellkopf stadium. For the State University of New York, he was 

the representative for the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and was the Chancellor’s appointee to the 

Central Awards Committee. At the national level, he served and became chairman of the Resident Instruction 

Section of the Division of Agriculture, National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges and 

later Vice Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Division of Agriculture. He also served on the Task Force 

on Education in Agriculture and Renewable Resources of the National Research Council. At the community level, 

Herb found time to be a member and president of the Ithaca-Cayuga Rotary Club and served on many boards of 

the First Congregational Church. He also served a term as Vice President of Planned Parenthood of Tompkins 

County.

For years, Herb shared with a colleague in the Department of Plant Breeding the responsibility for teaching the 

basic genetics course at Cornell. This course served as the only introduction to genetics for students from all colleges 

at Cornell. This rigorous course included both classical and modern topics in genetics, and a weekly laboratory 

session, required of all students, was an integral component of the course. When in the 1960s, an undergraduate 

major in biology was put into place through the newly formed Division of Biological Sciences, the genetics course 

that Herb and colleagues established became a required course for the new major and responsibility for teaching 

it passed to Division faculty. With the dissolution of the Division, the course still remains a requirement for the 

undergraduate major in biology at Cornell.

 Herb made significant and lasting contributions to the science of corn breeding and genetics, and to corn growers 

and farmers. While at the Connecticut Experiment Station, Herb was co-developer of a superior new corn inbred 

named C-103. This inbred became one of the most widely used corn parents ever developed. Its progeny are still 

widely used by U.S. corn breeders. Herb was also involved in the early development of hybrid sweet corns and in 

adapting fertility restoring genes that made practical the use of cytoplasmic male sterility to save labor and costs 

in seed production. At Cornell, Herb developed some 12 successful corn hybrids. Chief among these was Cornell 

M-3, the most widely grown corn hybrid in New York history. Throughout his research career, Herb successfully 

balanced basic and applied elements, helping to advance to the science of corn breeding, while developing improved 

corn varieties for seed growers and farmers.
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During his career in Plant Breeding, Herb served as major professor for 25 students, half of whom were from other 

countries. The lasting bond these graduates have with Cornell is due in no small part to their association with 

Herb as students and continuing on into their professional careers.

Herb was married to Dottie (Dorothy Burgess) in 1944. Their son, Herbert L Everett, Jr., and daughter, Anne Lee 

Everett, are both graduates of Cornell.

William Pardee, Harry Stinson, Robert Plaisted
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