
Harold R. Smart

May 4, 1892 — November 22, 1979

Harold Smart died on Thanksgiving Day 1979 in Poughkeepsie, New York. He was eighty-seven and had lived 

away from Ithaca since retiring from Cornell in 1960 as a professor emeritus.

By birth, he was a New Englander. He was born in Searsport, Maine. He went to the public schools there and later 

attended Kent’s Hill Seminary, Kent’s Hill, Maine, from which he graduated in 1909. At Wesleyan University, he 

majored in economics and mathematics, receiving the Bachelor of Science degree in 1915.

During World War I, 1917-19, he was an enlisted man in the United States Army. He spent nineteen months in 

France as an ordnance sergeant with the Seventy-seventh Division. From March through June of 1918 he studied 

at the University of Lyons. He always read and spoke French with ease and taught it at the Hill School, Pottstown, 

Pennsylvania.

After his discharge from the army, he came to Cornell as a graduate student, majoring in philosophy and minoring 

in physics. He received his Master of Arts degree in 1921 and his doctorate in 1923. Except for one year, 1923-24, 

when he was an assistant professor of philosophy at the University of North Carolina, he spent his entire academic 

career at Cornell, on the faculty of the Sage School of Philosophy.

At Cornell, Smart was one of the best students of James Edwin Creighton (1861-1924), a renowned philosophical 

idealist and one of the founders of the American Philosophical Association and The Philosophical Review. 

Creighton’s influence on Smart was profound and lasting. Smart’s philosophical thinking was strongly idealist: 

his interpretation of Kant, on whom he taught a graduate seminar throughout the thirties, was as the precursor of 

idealism. In the years immediately following Creighton’s death, he completely revised Creighton’s highly successful 

logic text, An Introductory Logic, and in 1932 published a new, fifth edition of it with himself and Creighton as 

joint authors.

Smart was especially interested in logic, the history of logic, and the history of modern philosophy: he taught and 

wrote on all of these. His books include: The Philosophical Presuppositions of Mathematical Logic (Longmans, 

Green), 1923; The Logic of Science (D. Appleton), 1931; and Philosophy and Its History (Open Court), 1962. He was 

also keenly interested in aesthetics, which he taught to undergraduates for a number of years. From 1930 to 1937, 

he was an editor of The Philosophical Review. He was a member of the American Philosophical Association and the 

Creighton Club (the philosophical association in upstate New York named for James E. Creighton).
Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statement http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17813



As a person, Smart was kind and quiet, thoughtful and fair. He listened carefully and well. Beginning in 1946, he 

was for a number of years an assistant to the dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, working on particularly 

difficult student problems. Students remember him with warmth and gratitude. He was a patient and understanding 

counselor, a gentle and devoted teacher, a staunch friend and colleague.

Max Black, Sydney Shoemaker, Stuart M. Brown, Jr.
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