
Harold Eugene Botsford

July 18, 1887 — October 4, 1958

Harold Eugene Botsford, Professor Emeritus of Poultry Husbandry, and for many years extension project leader 

in the Department of Poultry Husbandry, died after a short illness, on October 4, 1958, while visiting his daughter 

in Denver, Colorado.

Professor Botsford was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, in 1887. He spent his boyhood on his father’s home 

farm near Newton, Connecticut. Although dairying was the major farm activity, the care of the farm poultry 

flock apparently was largely responsible for the development by Professor Botsford of an early interest in poultry 

husbandry. After graduation at the Newton High School in 1907, he used the profits derived from the poultry flock 

to support college work at the Connecticut Agricultural College at Storrs, from which he received a diploma in 

1909. At that institution he was president of the senior class, president of the college Shakespearean club, and first 

in the Hicks Prize Speaking Contest.

After graduation, there was an interval in which Professor Botsford managed a poultry establishment near New 

York City, ran a poultry and general farm in Connecticut, and taught high school agriculture in Massachusetts. 

Then he entered Cornell University in 1915, where he specialized in poultry husbandry under the direction of 

Cornell’s internationally known Professor James E. Rice. He completed his training for the B.S. degree in 1918.

Professor Rice quickly recognized the superior qualifications and ability of this mature student and made him 

an assistant on the staff at Cornell in 1916. On graduation, Botsford was made extension instructor in poultry 

husbandry in 1918, Assistant Extension Professor in 1920, and Extension Professor in 1925. He retired July 1, 1952, 

after 36 years of highly successful extension teaching. As a teacher Professor Botsford exerted a major influence in 

the development of the poultry industry of New York State.

The chief interests of Professor Botsford in poultry husbandry were, at first, largely in poultry farm management, 

and later in poultry marketing. In 1929-1930 and again in 1944-1945, he did special work for the United States 

Department of Agriculture, studying consumer preference for eggs, and as a marketing specialist for the War 

Food Administration. He initiated the Cornell Egg Grading School, which was the forerunner of many similar 

schools throughout the United States. He also served in 1933-1937 as chairman of the egg marketing committee of 

the Northeastern Poultry Producers Council.
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After retirement, Professor Botsford supervised the Egyptian postwar poultry project financed by the Christian 

Rural Overseas Program of which he was subsequently New York State Director, and the Heifer Project, Inc. Later 

he took part in a similar project in Greece and there toured the poultry centers of the country at the request of the 

Greek government.

Professor Botsford was the author of numerous bulletins and articles dealing with poultry farm management 

and poultry marketing problems. He was coauthor with Professor James E. Rice of the textbook Practical Poultry 

Management, which has been one of the most popular poultry texts, widely used in teaching vocational agriculture 

to high school students. He was also the author of a textbook entitled The Economics of Poultry Management.

The organizations of which Professor Botsford was a member included the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science, the Poultry Science Association, the World’s Poultry Science Association, Epsilon Sigma 

Phi, the honorary agricultural society of Ho-Nun-De-Kah at Cornell, and the Ithaca Rotary Club. He served the 

Baptist Church of Ithaca in many capacities and taught the men’s class there for twenty-five years.

Professor Botsford was a pleasant and friendly person and a devoted family man. His wife and five of his six 

children survive him. His many friends and colleagues at Cornell and elsewhere greatly regret his passing.

J. H. Bruckner, F. B. Hutt, L. C. Norris
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