
Herbert Lester Gilman

October 26, 1895 — October 27, 1982

Born on October 26, 1895, at Woodbury, New York, Herbert L. Gilman received his early eduction in the Brooklyn 

schools and graduated from Richmond Hill High School in 1913. During the summers of his boyhood he frequently 

rode in a horse and buggy with his uncle, who was a country practitioner. These experiences led to his choice of 

veterinary medicine as a lifelong career.

He entered the New York State Veterinary College at New York University in the fall of 1913. After one year he 

transferred to the New York State Veterinary College at Cornell and received his D.V.M. degree in 1917.

Upon graduation he was commissioned as a 2d lieutenant in the Veterinary Corps, United States Army, and 

stationed at Headquarters Staff, 77th division, at Camp Upton, New York. Later he was moved to the Auxiliary 

Remount Depot and promoted to 1st lieutenant in April 1918. He was also stationed at Camp Greenleaf, Georgia, 

and at the Veterinary Base Hospital at Camp Lee, Virginia. In January 1919 he was discharged from the service 

and began practice in Glen Cove, Long Island. But practice did not offer the challenge he had expected, so he 

turned to research.

He had married Edwina Julian Haggard of Cleveland, Tennessee, on December 27, 1918, and they moved to Ithaca 

in the fall of 1919, where he began his graduate work under W. L. Williams, V.A. Moore, B. F. Kingsbury, and R. R. 

Birch. A Master of Science degree was awarded in 1920 and a Ph.D. in 1922. During this time he held the position 

of instructor in obstetrics. In 1922 he was made assistant professor of research, in 1938 professor of research, and 

in 1949 professor of bacteriology.

In the early years he was associated with Dr. W. L. Williams. Later he became a researcher with Dr. R. R. Birch. Dr. 

Gilman conducted the laboratory work and Dr. Birch supervised the fieldwork. Nearly forty papers on brucellosis 

were produced as a result of this collaboration. An orderly and systematic worker, Dr. Gilman controlled the 

accuracy of the state laboratories for the blood testing of cattle for brucellosis from the time the work was begun. 

He also manufactured the official antigen for New York State without receiving a single complaint. In addition, he 

was one of two referees for the standardization of brucellosis testing for the Official Research Workers in Animal 

Diseases of North America.
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During his professional career Dr. Gilman investigated most of the reproductive diseases of cattle and published 

over sixty papers bearing on this work. He is credited with much of the pioneering laboratory work on brucellosis, 

vibriosis, and trichomoniasis. As a result of his extensive research on reproductive diseases and sterility in dairy 

cattle and specifically for his investigations regarding bovine brucellosis, trichomoniasis, and vibriosis, he was the 

recipient of the Borden Award from the American Veterinary Medical Association in 1956.

He was an active member of several professional and honorary societies, serving as president of the Southern Tier 

Veterinary Medical Association in 1954 and as chairman of the section on research of the American Veterinary 

Medical Association for a number of years. He was also active in the New York State Veterinary Medical Society 

and in the Official Research Workers in Animal Diseases of North America. Besides being a Past Master of Hobasco 

Lodge No. 716 F. and A.M., he held membership in the honorary societies of Phi Zeta and Sigma Xi.

Dr. Gilman retired in June 1962 after devoting forty-five years to the New York State Veterinary College and the 

veterinary profession. Because of his great love of the Thoroughbred horse and “the sport of kings,” his friends and 

colleagues helped him celebrate with an outing and dinner at the Finger Lakes Race Track.

The Gilmans moved to Miami, Florida, for their sunset years and were able to enjoy about twenty years in retirement 

together. At the time of his death Herbert was eighty-seven. He is survived by his wife, Edwina.

Dorsey W. Bruner, James H. Gillespie, Ellis P. Leonard
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