
Harry Houser Love

March 19, 1880 — April 20, 1966

In the death of Professor Emeritus Harry Houser Love in Ithaca, New York, on April 20, 1966, Cornell University 

lost a distinguished scientist and educator. He had devoted 41 years of service to Cornell prior to his retirement 

in 1949.

Professor Love was born at Taylorsville, Illinois, March 19, 1880, received the Bachelor of Science degree from 

Illinois Wesleyan University in 1904 and the Master of Arts degree from the same institution in 1906. His interest 

in chemistry and its relation to agriculture led him to the University of Illinois for further graduate work. In the 

spring of 1906 he was appointed assistant chemist in the Plant Breeding Laboratory of the Agricultural Experiment 

Station. Later he was appointed as assistant in plant breeding. When the program in plant breeding was organized 

at Cornell in 1907 Professor Love joined the group as one of the first graduate students in plant breeding. In 1909 

Professor Love was granted the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from Cornell. It is worthy of note that Cornell’s 

Department of Plant Breeding was the first such department in the United States, and that Professor Love was 

associated with it from the beginning. From 1909 to 1911 he was Assistant Professor and from 1911 to his retirement 

in 1949 he was Professor of Plant Breeding. He was appointed acting head of the Department in 1942 and in 1944 

he was made head. In this capacity he worked strenuously to assemble a group of young scientists who could carry 

on the Cornell tradition of outstanding teaching, research, and extension in plant breeding and genetics. He was 

eminently successful in obtaining a good staff and increasing facilities for the work of the Department.

Throughout his career, Professor Love had two principal interests: cereal breeding and the application of 

statistical methods in agricultural research. His contributions in both of these fields have been tremendous. His 

accomplishments in cereal breeding were notable. He developed varieties for all the major small grain crops grown 

in New York. For a quarter of a century Wong has been a leading winter barley in the eastern United States; his 

wheat varieties, notably Yorkwin, Cornell 595, and Genesee, have been grown on millions of acres in the soft white 

wheat production areas of New York, Michigan and Ontario, Canada. The contribution of Dr. Love’s varieties 

to the agricultural economy has been significant and can only be reckoned in the many millions of dollars of 

increased income to the growers and users of these crops.

Professor Love contributed significantly to the elucidation and understanding of the genetics of the cereal grains. 

He was a leader in genetic studies with wheat and, particularly, oats. His papers, and those of his students, constitute 



a major part of the early literature on the genetics of oats. Similarly, Professor Love’s interest in breeding and 

statistics led to many studies affecting the procedures and methods used in small grain field trials.

Professor Love’s interest in statistical methods was an important corollary to his plant breeding research. This 

phase of his career is perpetuated in two standard textbooks he wrote. The first, Application of Statistical Methods 

to Agricultural Research, was written in China but found widespread use in this country. His second book, 

Experimental Methods in Agricultural Research, written in Puerto Rico, is used in many institutions as a reference. 

He pioneered in demonstrating the importance of statistical methods in agricultural research though his books, 

through formal classroom teaching, seminars, and counseling colleagues, graduate students, and others. He 

described statistical methods in a manner that could be understood and used by investigators not trained in 

statistics. In these ways he taught not only the mathematical procedures but also the more difficult technique of 

learning how to interpret statistical summaries.

Jn addition to his books Professor Love was author of 22 papers and senior author of 24 other papers on genetics, 

plant breeding, and statistical methods.

Another important phase of Professor Love’s career is his work in foreign countries. He studied first with European 

geneticists in 1914, but this experience was interrupted by World War I. In 1925 and again in 1929 he served the 

University of Nanking in China as special consultant in plant breeding. From l931 to 1934, while on leave from 

Cornell, he served for three and a half years as adviser in agriculture and crop improvement to the Ministry 

of Industries of the National Government of China and the provincial departments of Kiangsu and Chekiang. 

During this period he was also special lecturer at the University of Nanking and the National Central University. 

In 1939 and in 1940 he was adviser in agricultural research at the University of Puerto Rico.

After retiring in 1949 Professor Love was asked to work with the Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruction of 

China and spent six months in Taiwan and on the mainland of China, returning to Ithaca in February, 1950. 

Almost immediately he left for Thailand (March, 1950) where he had accepted an invitation from the Department 

of Agriculture of Thailand to develop a program for rice improvement. He was rice breeding adviser in Thailand for 

six years and three months; after July 1, 1952, his program came under the direction of the Economic Cooperation 

Administration. He and Mrs. Love returned to Ithaca in 1956, after which he devoted much time and thought to 

the work of Cornell staff members in China. Two publications, written by Professor Love and John H. Reisner 

describe in considerable detail the work of Cornell staff members in China. This pioneer program had great 

influence on the development of international agricultural programs.



Professor Love was a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, Honorary Fellow 

American Society of Agronomy, member American Society of Naturalists, American Genetic Association, Sigma 

Xi, Alpha Zeta, Phi Kappa Phi, and honorary life member of the New York State Seed Association, the third such 

award given by the Association.

Throughout his career at Cornell, Professor Love contributed freely of his time and efforts to many committees 

and other special assignments. He assisted with many student activities, particularly the Cosmopolitan Club. He 

was a member of the Ithaca Rotary Club and was chairman of the International Committee, and he served his 

church for many years and in many capacities.

In 1904 Professor Love married Anna Barclay, who passed away in Ithaca April 16, 1960. He is survived by a 

daughter, Mrs. Kenneth R. (Elizabeth) Edwards, Rochester, New York, and three sons: Harry Love, Mexico City, 

Mexico; Robert Love, Baltimore, Maryland; and Charles Love, Montclair, New Jersey. We share with his family 

our sense of personal loss and the memory of a gracious friend and colleague.
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