
Alvin J. Braun

July 10, 1915 — June 7, 1999

Alvin J. Braun, Professor Emeritus of Plant Pathology at Cornell University’s New York State Agricultural 

Experiment Station in Geneva, died June 7, 1999 at the age of 83.

Professor Braun began his career at Cornell in July 1945, and retired in January 1977. For 31 years, Al studied 

diverse fungal and bacterial diseases of grapes and other small fruits and how to control them. Most of his work 

was of a very applied nature and was of direct benefit to the growers of New York State. He was responsible for 

developing up-to-date disease control spray schedules that could be used by New York grape and berry growers. 

Determining what new fungicides were best to use, he analyzed and made recommendations related to the proper 

spray equipment growers should be using.

Al also studied virus diseases to determine whether control measures could be developed either through the use 

of cultural practices or through the breeding of resistant varieties. He worked cooperatively with scientists in what 

was then the Department of Pomology at Geneva on developing disease-resistant varieties of grapes and small 

fruits.

Early in his career, Al developed an interest in nematodes and how they affect grape and berry crops. He conducted 

surveys of the nematodes associated with those crops in New York State. He also conducted research studies on 

transmission of viruses by nematodes in raspberries and other crops.

Not only was Professor Braun a distinguished scientist with a worldwide reputation on the biology and control 

of grape and small fruit diseases, he also was a fine human being. He was a quiet individual, but he had a way of 

communicating with people that made them listen to what he had to say. He annually gave detailed reports of 

his research to New York grape and berry growers, and interpreted them so that the growers could improve their 

practices productively. His information was always helpful, and the growers used his recommendations for disease 

control routinely.

Al received a B.S. degree in Biological Sciences from the University of Chicago in 1937, and a Ph.M. degree in 

Botany from the University of Wisconsin in 1938. He received his Ph.D. degree in Plant Pathology from Oregon 

State College in 1947.
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Prior to coming to Cornell, Al was a research assistant in the Department of Plant Pathology at the University 

of Wisconsin in 1937-38; a nursery inspector in the Department of Agriculture and Markets, State of Wisconsin, 

Madison during the summer of 1938; a research assistant in small fruit disease investigations at the Oregon 

Agricultural Experiment Station, Corvallis, 1938-42; an analytical chemist with Sherwin-Williams Company, 

Chicago, Illinois in 1942-43; an assistant pathologist with the United States Department of Agriculture in Salinas, 

California (studying the use of guayule for the war effort) in 1943-44; and continued with the USDA as a pathologist 

conducting surveys of plant diseases in Ohio and Michigan in 1944-45.

At Cornell, Al was appointed Assistant Professor of Plant Pathology in 1945. He was promoted to Associate 

Professor in 1950 and to Professor in 1957.

In 1956, Al spent a sabbatical leave in the nematology section of the USDA Agricultural Research Center, Beltsville, 

Maryland. In 1966-67, he spent 18 months as a consultant in plant nematology for the United Nations F.A.O. rice 

project in Bangkok, Thailand. His final overseas assignment was in 1975, when he spent six months on sabbatical 

leave at the Research Institute of Pomology at Skierniewice, Poland.

In addition to his highly successful professional career, Al was also an active leader in the community, especially 

within the Presbyterian Church, where he served as an elder among other positions. He was very active particularly 

in insuring the well being and upkeep of the church buildings.

In retirement, however, Al’s roles were primarily as a devoted husband and dedicated grandfather to his five 

grandchildren. He and his wife, Edith, made countless trips across the eastern states to visit and help with the care 

of the grandchildren.

Al had a broad circle of friends in Geneva. He was an avid and accomplished poker player, and also occasionally 

played bridge. His friends from those happy evenings together remember him with great affection.

Surviving Al are his wife, Edith; two sons, Ken (Gail), Naperville, Illinois, and Robert, Billerica, Massachusetts; 

a daughter, Andrea (David) Gransee, New Canaan, Connecticut; grandchildren Abigail and Katherine Tarbox, 

Caroline Gransee, and Karen and Stephen Braun; a brother, Joseph Braun, Port Orange, Florida; and numerous 

nieces and nephews.
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