
Carl Edward Frederick Guterman

October 27, 1903 — March 27, 1957

Carl Edward Frederick Guterman, Director of Research, Director of the Cornell University Agricultural Experiment 

Station, and Professor of Plant Pathology, died in Ithaca on March 27, 1957. In his passing, Cornell, especially the 

New York State Colleges of Agriculture and Home Economics, and the Experiment Station, lost one of its most 

effective and esteemed faculty members and leaders.

Coming to Cornell University in 1925 with a B.S. degree from what was then the Massachusetts Agricultural 

College, he was appointed to a part-time assistantship in Plant Pathology. Among the adjustments to be made 

in this change from undergraduate to graduate student, was that of a nickname, “Gus”, given him by Professor 

Herbert H. Whetzel, that was to stay with him throughout his professional career. The occasion of the nickname 

arose from his expressed concern over some possible disadvantage in the formal “Carl Edward Frederick”, with 

World War I so recently terminated.

While holding the assistantship, Director Guterman was enrolled in the Graduate School, with his major 

subject, Plant Pathology. He was granted the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1930. On July 1 of that year he 

was advanced to an Assistant Professor in Plant Pathology, and two years later served as Acting Head of the 

Department. During this early period in his career he showed a marked aptitude in research and administration. 

With his next appointment in 1933, he was made Assistant to the Director of Experiment Stations. From 1936 to 

1942 he served as Assistant Director of the Cornell University Agricultural Experiment Station and Professor of 

Plant Pathology, and from 1942 until the time of his death he was Director of Research, Director of the Cornell 

Agricultural Experiment Station and Professor of Plant Pathology. Thus within 11 years following his arrival at 

Cornell University for Graduate work he became Assistant Director of the Experiment Station, and was on his way 

to a career of administration. Had he elected to continue in the Department of Plant Pathology, it seems certain 

that his career would have been equally distinguished.

Director Guterman had a good mind, and the urge to use it, not only for his own advancement but for the good of 

others. He was a keen observer, quickly sizing up a situation, or problem, as to its character and logical approach 

for a solution. He had the drive to follow through and see that the findings of research were given to the growers 

in a way to assure their use in effective application. He encouraged joint meetings of growers and researchers to 

assure the full understanding of what the problem was and what might reasonably be expected by way of solution. 
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He was an indefatigable worker, and continuously sought self improvement. Problems that led into the laboratory 

and methods of so-called “fundamental research” were accepted as such; but they were not lost sight of, and at the 

earliest possible moment were brought into the field for further testing and application.

Born in West Springfield, Massachusetts, October 27, 1903, Director Guterman was not a farm boy, insofar as 

living is concerned. He did spend considerable time working on farms during his high school and college days, 

and his background in agriculture was extended by his attendance at the Massachusetts Agricultural College 

where he majored in the biological sciences. When he arrived in Ithaca for graduate work his mind was made 

up to major in Plant Pathology. His attachment to administration by accepting an appointment as Director of 

Research was a logical one since it gave him an opportunity to be more effective in the agricultural interests of 

the State. Over 500 research projects in agriculture and home economics regularly came under his scrutiny, and 

were his to coordinate. They involved contacts with farmer cooperatives, commercial companies and other project 

sponsors, and university members. He discharged this task with great ability and distinction, and took well-

merited satisfaction from doing it.

Because of his broad experience and good judgment Director Guterman was widely known and respected. He 

was called upon continually for advice, cooperation, and assistance by many groups and organizations. He had 

been a member of the New York State-U.S.D.A. Council since 1948 and was elected chairman in 1954; a member 

of the New York State Agricultural Mobilization Committee since 1951; and a director of the Cornell Research 

Foundation since 1950. From 1950 to 1953 he was a member of the Food Protection Committee of the National 

Research Council. He was a member of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the Boyce Thompson Institute for 

Plant Research, Yonkers, New York. In June, 1955, he was given the honorary degree of Doctor of Science by his 

alma mater, the University of Massachusetts.

In the Association of Land-Grant Colleges and Universities, Director Guterman had been a member of the 

Experiment Station Legislative Committee since 1951; a member of the Committee on Pesticides since 1952; was 

chairman of the Experiment Station Section and secretary of the Division of Agriculture in 1952-53; and was a 

member of the Experiment Station Committee on Organization and Policy from 1942-45.

Director Guterman was easy to work with, due to his outstanding human qualities. He was well liked by all, along 

with being respected for his ability. All who knew him loved his keen sense of humor, his ready wit and infectious 

smile. Sincerity and the urge to help were innate qualities that could not be hidden by his modesty. He radiated 
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enthusiasm and kindness, and never resorted to dictation to carry his point. He was tolerant and understanding. 

To have met him was to have confidence in him as a friend or as a counselor when pressed by some problem.

A. W. Gibson, L. M. Massey, Charles E. Palm
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