
C. Arthur Bratton

November 3, 1914 — January 25, 2000

C. Arthur Bratton died at his home at Kendal at Ithaca on January 25, 2000 at the age of 85, having completed a 

full, creative, and productive life with his wife, Esther Crew Bratton.  He was much admired and appreciated by 

his many friends and acquaintances at the University, in Cooperative Extension, in the many Ithaca and Lansing 

community organizations to which he contributed, and at Kendal where he was a charter member and officer of 

its Resident Council.

Professor Bratton was born and reared on a general livestock farm near Delta in Northwestern Ohio.  He was 

an active member of his local 4-H Club, Grange and Future Farmers of America.  His lifelong interest in rural 

communities and farm people stems from these early associations.

He attended the College of Agriculture at Ohio State, was editor of the Agricultural Student, and graduated in 

1937 majoring in Rural Economics.  He came to Cornell as a graduate student in Agricultural Economics and 

completed M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in 1938 and 1942 respectively.  He was an Extension Economist and Instructor 

in local government at Cornell until 1943 when he joined the US Army.  He was discharged as a Captain in field 

artillery in 1946.

Art began his long and effective career in farm management at Cornell when he was appointed as an Assistant 

Professor in 1946.  He rose rapidly through the ranks and was promoted to Professor in 1954.  He was the 

department’s Extension Leader for nearly 20 years over two different time spans, 1954-68 and 1975-79.  He served 

three terms in the University Senate and was a member of a number of college and university faculty committees.

Throughout his professional career, Art worked tirelessly and effectively to improve the quality and breadth of 

extension education in agricultural economics.  He was a teacher’s teacher.  He saw as one of his most important 

roles the education of Cooperative Extension’s county and regional field staff as well new faculty colleagues.  He 

was always available to help in program planning or implementation.  He believed in team teaching.  Although 

a major proportion of his professional time was spent in administering and conducting extension programs, he 

strongly believed that good teaching programs must be based on research.  He was a mentor.  His driving force 

was to be helpful to the agricultural community.
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He was a leader in the college’s farm records programs and the analysis of farm income and expense summaries.  He 

coordinated the preparation and distribution of the annual New York Economic Handbook – Agricultural Situation 

and Outlook.  He was the author of more than 200 extension and research publications as well as numerous articles 

for county extension and farm magazines.  One of Bratton’s lasting legacies in Cooperative Extension was his 

effort to work across department lines in solving problems and developing teaching programs.  He was a pioneer 

in the farm and home development programs of the 1950s, bringing together faculty and agents in agriculture and 

home economics to work with farm families in programs to help them reach their goals.

The Brattons participated in the University of the Philippines–Cornell project at Los Banos in 1952-53, as Cornell’s 

first Visiting Professor to that campus.  He was a Fulbright lecturer at Kyoto, Japan in 1959-60, teaching farm 

accounting and farm management.  In the summer of 1964, he was Visiting Professor at Seoul National University 

in Korea and worked again with Asian graduate students as Visiting Professor at the East-West Center University 

of Hawaii in 1968.  He regularly hosted and planned programs for visiting agricultural economists from Asia and 

worked with many graduate students in farm management from these countries.

Professor Bratton was a member of the American Agricultural Economics Association, the International 

Association of Agricultural Economists, The American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers, and 

Torch International.  He was elected to membership in Phi Kappa Phi, Gamma Sigma Delta, Alpha Zeta, Phi Eta 

Sigma and Epsilon Sigma Phi.  He received the Superior Performance Award for Community Service from the 

Ithaca-Cayuga Rotary Club.  He was an active member of the Presbyterian Church where he served as an elder, 

deacon, and usher.  He is survived by his wife, Dr. Esther Crew Bratton, formerly a faculty member in the college 

of Human Ecology, and two married daughters: June Bratton Arden and Judy Bratton MacManes.
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