
Clifford R. Harrington

May 16, 1915 — May 11, 1986

Clifford R. Harrington had a long and distinguished professional career in cooperative extension work. After 

graduating from Cornell in 1936, he served as an agent in several New York counties. In 1947 he joined the Cornell 

faculty as an assistant state leader of county agricultural agents and associate professor in extension. He was made 

a full professor in 1950 and associate state leader of county agricultural agents in 1954. Cliff became state leader of 

county agricultural agents in 1958 and was named associate director of cooperative extension in 1963. He retired 

in 1972 and was designated professor of extension administration emeritus by the Board of Trustees of Cornell 

University.

As a county extension agent, Cliff was outstanding in the programs he developed and conducted, in the training 

he provided to new staff, and in the way he developed leadership in individuals, communities, and organizations 

he worked with.

As an extension administrator, he provided inspiration, support, and leadership to agents and faculty members 

in their endeavors to strengthen their educational programs. Through the 1960s he devoted his skills to 

addressing some of the major social problems on the American scene, always striving to improve social and 

economic opportunities for people. He continued his efforts after retirement by serving many of the agencies and 

organizations of the area—FISH, Hospicare, Planned Parenthood, Friends of the Library, Ithaca City Club, and 

his church.

Public affairs education was strong among Cliff’s interests. He took a leading role in developing the “operation 

advance” approach to public affairs education, which differed from other efforts of its kind. Educational materials 

were prepared to increase the confidence and competence of local leaders and citizens as they sought to alleviate 

the many public problems with which they were faced. To accomplish that goal, printed reference materials were 

provided to small discussion groups that were organized throughout the state.

Because of his objective and understanding nature, Cliff was sought out for advice and counsel by all kinds of 

people—young and old, male and female. He had the ability to propose various solutions to a problem and to ask 

the right questions at the right time, which assisted others in reaching an acceptable decision of their own. His 

position brought him in contact with people from many walks of life—farmers, homemakers, bankers, lawyers, 
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legislators. He was at ease with all of them and they with him. He was held in high regard by all with whom he 

came in contact. If one were to characterize his style, one would say, “low-key, easygoing, but most effective.”

Cliff’s views and philosophy of life were broad. While his professional interests were in agriculture, his activities 

and concerns expressed deep interest in other areas. He had a great love for reading—reading to broaden his 

perspective and outlook on life, reading to open up areas unknown to him, reading to learn the ways of other 

people. He was never content with the status quo. He liked to travel and see new places. Life offered many challenges 

to Cliff, and he made the most of each one.

He is survived by two daughters, two sons, seven grandchildren, a sister, and four brothers. His wife, Olga, died 

in 1968. His passing leaves a huge void in many of the agencies, the organizations, and the church that he so ably 

served, but the results of his efforts in cooperative extension and elsewhere will long be reflected in the many lives 

he so profoundly influenced during his distinguished career.

C. A. Bratton, R. D. Martin, W. E. Worth
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