
Alpheus Mansfield Goodman

January 29, 1885 — May 29, 1956

Alpheus Mansfield Goodman, Professor Emeritus of Agricultural Engineering died unexpectedly on May 29, 1956 

while making a field survey near the Cornell campus at Ithaca, N. Y.

He was born at Salisbury Mills, N. Y. on January 29, 1885 to Eunice and Alpheus Goodman.

He attended the Bethlehem Rural School at Cornwall, N. Y. and the Cornwall Union School, Newburg Academy. 

He was graduated from Cornell University in February 1912 with the degree of B. S. in Agriculture.

On July 12, 1916 he married Clara Witmer Browning of Buffalo, N. Y. To this union were born four children, 

Clara, Robert, Eunice and Eleanor. At his death there were 11 grandchildren

Immediately after graduation from Cornell, he was successively a Dairyman for the USDA at Washington, a 

County Agricultural Agent in New Jersey, Superintendent of the Denison Dairy Demonstration Farm at Denison, 

Texas, and Herdsman at the USDA Experiment Station at Beltsville, Maryland.

In 1919 he came back to Cornell as an Extension Agricultural Engineer specializing in the subjects of land 

drainage, water supply, sewage disposal, gasoline engines and ventilation of farm structures. From his experience 

in ventilation he developed an interest in farm structures in general which in turn led to his starting a residence 

course on the subject for undergraduates in 1935.

By means of hard work in the field and special study at home, he soon became a licensed land surveyor and 

was made a member of the New York State Society of Professional Engineers. He was also a member of Sigma 

Xi, Epsilon Sigma Phi, American Society of Agricultural Engineers and was a founding member of the Cornell 

Extension Club.

After 16 years as a full time Extension Specialist he was appointed to half time resident teaching in 1935, and 

in 1946 he became a full time resident Professor offering courses in Farm Structures, Surveying, Drainage and 

Irrigation. In this latter capacity he served until his retirement on August 1, 1952.

From 1926 to 1952 he authored and co-authored 21 extension bulletins and 9 mimeo bulletins for distribution to 

farmers of the state. He also wrote numerous articles for leading agricultural papers.
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During his periods of sabbatical leaves and on special leaves, Professor Goodman was called upon to serve in a 

professional capacity in many parts of the world. Beginning in 1927, working with the Rockefeller Foundation, he 

spent two years setting up a drainage project for malaria control and agricultural production in Puerto Rico. He 

returned there periodically during the next 8 years to supervise and inspect the project. From 1942 to 1947 he did 

similar work for the Rockefeller Foundation in Haiti, Trinidad, Tobago, Cuba, British Guiana, and the Dominican 

Republic.

In 1935 he served as a member of a party named by the Alaska Rehabilitation Administration to visit and to make 

recommendations on the development of the Matanuska Valley Colony in Alaska.

Immediately after retirement, in August 1952, he went on a two year assignment as a member of a party of 

specialists to the University of the Philippines to engage in teaching and research and to promote better methods 

in Philippine agriculture.

Since his return from the Philippines and to the day of his death, he was busy practicing his profession for the 

benefit of his fellow men.

As an Agricultural Engineer, Professor Goodman was well known throughout the state, the nation and in many 

other parts of the world. His numerous and valuable contributions to the welfare of rural people both at home 

and abroad have earned for him an enviable reputation. He was loved and respected by all with and for whom he 

worked. In his widespread activities he acquired many close friends in all walks of life. His parting from our midst 

leaves a void that no one else can fill. He was a devoted husband and father and took great pride in building for his 

family a fine home in every sense of the word. The devotion of his family to him and to each other is evidence of 

how well he succeeded in this respect.

His family, the University, the State and the Nation have lost a faithful and valuable friend.

J. H. Bruckner, B. A. Jennings, F. B. Wright
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