
Faith Fenton

January 26, 1891 — April 4, 1972

Faith Fenton, professor of food and nutrition, emeritus, was a member of the staff of the New York State College of 

Home Economics (now the College of Human Ecology) from 1922 until her retirement in 1959.

A native of Iowa, Professor Fenton received the B.S. degree from Iowa State College, the M.S. degree from Teachers 

College, Columbia University, and the Ph.D. degree from the University of Chicago.

Professor Fenton was known internationally for her research in food science and she was a pioneer in research in 

food freezing. She established many of the basic principles in the preparation of frozen foods in her work with Dr. 

D. K. Tressler of the State Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva.

She had many “firsts” to her credit. She was the first woman to be invited to present a paper at an International 

Refrigeration Congress. She published a number of papers including one on the Vitamin C content of the cooking 

water of fresh and frozen vegetables. She was also first to publish extensively on precooked frozen foods.

Her research embraced fresh, frozen, dehydrated, and canned vegetables; dried fruits; frozen precooked foods; 

fresh frozen, irradiated meat, and meat from antibiotic-fed animals. Electronic cooking claimed her interest from 

its beginning. Her research in this area made valuable contribution to that process.

Professor Fenton was the author of twelve Cornell Extension bulletins and she contributed chapters to several 

books. More than eighty-five articles from her research appeared in scientific journals.

Professor Fenton was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation from the United States War and Navy Department for 

“an outstanding contribution to the work of the Office of Scientific Research and Development during World War 

II.” This research was to determine if vitamin supplements were necessary for armed service personnel. She was 

the recipient of the Alumni Merit Award from Iowa State College in 1947.

In 1954 Professor Fenton furnished testimony for the Federal Trade Commission on the effect of the composition of 

cooking vessels on the nutritive value of food. In 1950 she represented the American Home Economics Association 

in testifying before the U.S. Congressional Committee to Investigate the Use of Chemicals in Food Products.

In 1958 she represented the Association at a conference called by the Food Law Institute and the Food and 

Drug Administration on the 1958 amendment to the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act; and in 1959 she was the 
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representative at a general conference on common names for food additives sponsored by the American Standards 

Association.

In 1956 she spent her sabbatic leave as a technical expert for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations, assisting in the establishment of home economics at the University of Cairo, Egypt.

Professor Fenton died in Long Beach, California, following an extended illness.

E. Elizabeth Hester
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