
Deane Waldo Malott
 

July 10, 1898 — September 11, 1996

Cornell’s sixth President was born on July 10, 1898 in Abilene, Kansas. He died on September 11, 1996 at his home 

in Ithaca, survived by a son and two daughters. His father was President of the Abilene Citizen’s Bank, founded by 

his grandfather in 1885. Dwight and Milton Eisenhower, also from Abilene, were family friends.

Mr. Malott graduated from the University of Kansas in 1921, then attended the Harvard Business School. After 

receiving the M.B.A. degree in 1923, he stayed on as an Assistant Dean and Assistant Professor. In 1925, he 

married Eleanor Thrum, the daughter of a Hawaiian sugar refinery engineer, whom he had met in 1918 when 

his father sent him to Hawaii to recover from influenza. Mrs. Malott’s death in 1994 ended a marriage they had 

enjoyed for 68 years.

Mr. Malott left Harvard in 1929 to become a vice president of the Hawaiian Pineapple Company and a personal 

assistant to James D. Dole, president and founder of the company.

He returned to Harvard in 1934, where he developed courses on agricultural and other western business problems 

which supplemented the Wall Street concentration characteristic of the school at that time. While becoming an 

expert on agricultural economic matters, he became friends with influential business leaders, an association that 

benefited the institutions he later led. His rapid rise to prominence among agricultural business people attracted 

the attention of the University of Kansas Board of Regents when they were seeking a new Chancellor in 1939. Mr. 

Malott returned to his home state and to his alma mater as its Chancellor at age 41.

Following 12 years as Chancellor of the University of Kansas, Malott served as Cornell’s President for another 

12 years, from 1951-63. For American universities, this was a period of reorientation into new areas of study and 

expansion of facilities following the disruption of World War II.

At Cornell, Hotel Administration, a Department in the College of Home Economics founded by Professor Howard 

Meek became the School of Hotel Administration early in the Malott era. Education courses in the College of Arts 

and Sciences, Agriculture and Home Economics were combined into the School of Education. The Engineering 

College completed its move, begun during the presidency of Edmund Ezra Day, from the north end of the campus 

to the south end under the combined leadership of Dean S.C. Hollister and President Malott. Construction of 

Phillips, Upson, Grumman, Carpenter and Hollister Halls provided new facilities for the college.
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When the Veterinary College moved from the present site of the School of Industrial and Labor Relations to 

the east end of the upper campus, ILR moved from temporary buildings at the south end of the campus to the 

just-vacated location of the old Veterinary College. A new Ives Hall supplemented the ILR facilities.

Alice Statler Auditorium was added to Statler Hall. The School of Business and Public Administration moved from 

McGraw Hall into a new building, subsequently named for President Malott. The Gannett Clinic was added. The 

West Campus dormitory group and Donlon Hall expanded student housing. Looking to the future, Mr. Malott 

purchased the former Ithaca Country Club land, providing space for the later construction of the new North 

Campus dormitory complex, student union, and playing fields. He moved Cornell to the forefront in quality 

athletic facilities for women by supporting the construction of Helen Newman Hall.

During this period of major change at Cornell, the enrollment remained relatively stable at about 10,000 students.

The consolidation of the University Library system under the leadership of Stephen McCarthy and the construction 

of Olin Library were noteworthy Malott accomplishments, as was recataloging the Cornell library collection from 

the old Harris to the Library of Congress system. Among the academic initiatives of the Malott period, turning an 

inadequate and outmoded library system into one of the best may have been the most significant.

In this extraordinary reshaping of academic programs and expansion of facilities, Mr. Malott’s business 

experience, his service as a director of major corporations and his membership on the Business Council served 

Cornell University well. His long-standing friendship with corporate leaders such as Ellis Phillips, Max Upson, 

Leroy Grumman, John and Spencer Olin, Floyd Newman, Alfred P. Sloan, Mrs. Ellis Statler, Walter Teagle, Frank 

Gannett, John Collyer, J. Carlton Ward and Herbert Johnson, many of whom were Cornell alumni, gave him ready 

access to the financial resources he required.

His relations with the Cornell faculty, traditionally difficult for any president, were sometimes strained and seldom 

easy. An unfortunate passage in his inaugural address contributed to the unease. When the New Yorker Magazine 

identified a statement he had used from a source unknown to him, as a nearly verbatim quote from a speech by the 

President of Sarah Lawrence College, he apologized to the faculty and offered his resignation to the Cornell Board 

of Trustees, who promptly refused it.

Further stress between the faculty and the President arose from the shared administrative responsibility for campus 

affairs. Malott believed that the faculty had not maintained order in student affairs in a way that conformed with 
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his idea of a university. He arranged to have what had been faculty authority over student affairs transferred to the 

administration but the tension remained.

To know the faculty better and to understand faculty problems, he presided at most faculty meetings in every 

college, including the Medical and Nursing faculties in New York City. He interviewed nearly every faculty member 

proposed for promotion to tenure.

Malott understood academic freedom and the importance of defending it on a university campus. During his 

presidency, Senator Joseph McCarthy and his political allies sought to rid the government and other American 

institutions of communists and communist-sympathizers. Faculty members from many universities were called 

before congressional committees to explain alleged leftist activities. President Malott stepped forward to counter 

the McCarthy attacks in a guest column in the New York Herald Tribune in 1953, under the heading, “Is Professor 

X Red?” At 1954 class reunions, he called the McCarthy era “a time of widespread hysteria and intolerance of 

thought, speech and action.” Although he had little sympathy for the views expressed by many of those under 

investigation, he permitted avowed communists, banned on some campuses, to speak at Cornell. In taking this 

stand, the President set himself apart from most academic leaders and created tensions within his own Board of 

Trustees; but he remained a staunch defender of freedom of expression.

When Professors Philip Morrison of Physics and Marcus Singer of Zoology were called to testify before congressional 

committees, Morrison answered the committee’s questions and received no sanction from it but Singer was cited 

for contempt for refusing to testify about his colleagues and friends. President Malott suspended Singer from his 

teaching duties, but with full salary, until the contempt charge was resolved. When Singer appealed his contempt 

citation and won his case, after more than three years of suspension from his teaching duties, he was returned to 

full faculty status.

Professor Morrison, among the first to visit Hiroshima after the use of the atomic bomb and deeply moved by the 

experience, continued to speak widely on peace issues, oft en taking stands considered radical by many. When he 

was recommended for promotion to full professor in 1955, President Malott did not approve the recommendation. 

He conducted his own investigation of Morrison’s activities and when the recommendation was renewed a year 

later he approved it and forwarded it to the Trustees, where it provoked a long debate. In the end, Morrison was 

promoted but a Trustee committee investigated his activities. When the committee filed its report, the President 

refused to read it, stating that he had satisfied himself, that his judgment about the candidate’s credentials should 
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be final and threatened to resign over the affair. Many years after Morrison left Cornell to accept an Institute 

Professorship at MIT, he wrote President Emeritus Malott: 

“I have never made clear to you how much I admire and how often I comment on your fairness and integrity in the bad years of 

the McCarthy era...your adherence to the fundamentals of human rights and honesty in dispute…was an example of the right 

conduct for men of responsibility, in a time when too many of them sought the quick expedient.”

President Malott sought effective ways to meet students and learn their concerns. He and Mrs. Malott accepted 

every opportunity possible to dine in dormitories and fraternity and sorority houses. He read the Scriptures at 

Sage Chapel services nearly every Sunday. He welcomed students in his office. He was disappointed when students 

threw eggs at his house to protest maintenance of parietal rules specifying curfew hours for women in university 

dormitories. He attributed this incident to his failure to communicate adequately with students.

After retiring from the Presidency, Mr. Malott traveled widely, including visits to both the north and south polar 

regions. He joined the International Executive Service Board as a management consultant on higher educational 

problems, with some assignments lasting several months. On these tasks, he traveled to Iran, Taiwan, Saudi Arabia 

and Jamaica as well as to other countries. Papers reporting travels with Mrs. Malott reflect clear observation and 

concise reporting. Growing Up In Abilene, Kansas, a small, handsomely published book, records his early years.

Malott was in great demand as a public speaker during and after his presidency. His notable physical presence 

and direct speaking style complemented a scholarly content based on wide ranging reading that encompassed 

social, political, economic and scientific matters. Listeners enjoyed the sense of humor in skillfully composed 

doggerel that was signed, “T. Tolans Enaed.” He was up front about his attachment to conservative politics and 

the Republican Party. “Unless we make known our needs and desires,” he declared, “We will have abdicated our 

position.” Yet to the last day of a long life, he enjoyed ideas that challenged his opinions.

Mr. Malott remained a frequent presence at campus events. When Hunter Rawlings was inaugurated in October 

1995 as the 10th President of Cornell, half of Cornell’s Presidents were on the platform. None enjoyed it more than 

Mr. Malott.

Deane Waldo Malott’s extensive business experience distinguished him from earlier and more recent Cornell 

presidents. Yet, while he elaborated upon the land grant university idea of service in the public interest by 

encouraging profit-making businesses to participate in university affairs, President Malott insisted that the 

university itself is not a business. He remained true to his vision of what a university should be, “a place where all 

points of view are freely expressed and courteously debated.”

Gould Colman, Frank H.T. Rhodes, Alain Seznec, Dale CorsonCornell University Faculty Memorial Statement http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17813




