
Charlotte Brenan Robinson

August 29, 1884 — November 16, 1953

Charlotte Brenan Robinson, Associate Professor of Housing and Design, died November 16, 1953, after a long 

illness.

Mrs. Robinson was born August 29, 1884 at Saint John, New Brunswick. She was educated at Mt. Allison University, 

Pratt Institute and Teachers College, Columbia University. Prior to coming to Cornell, Mrs. Robinson held various 

positions including: Principal of School of Occupational Therapy, Montreal, Canada; Director of Occupational 

Therapy in seven hospitals of the Canadian Government in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island; Head Counsellor 

in crafts in several summer camps; proprietor and partner in Crafts Studios in Massachusetts and Connecticut; a 

member of faculty at Hunter College and Head of the Department of Household Art at Hampton Institute.

Professor Robinson came to the College of Home Economics at Cornell in 1932 and until her retirement in 1950, 

spent most of her time in Extension teaching. Her work, over many years of service as extension specialist in 

home furnishings, was highly successful and fruitful. She had the ability clearly to transmit color knowledge and 

usage in ways lay people could understand and apply in homes to family needs and wishes. Her manner and ease 

in teaching encouraged creative self expression but she kept standards high and stressed principles underlying 

choices. In addition to basic work in selection, buying and arrangement of furnishings and the use of color, Mrs. 

Robinson also was a key person in the extension craft program.

From her wealth of experience and knowledge, Professor Robinson prepared several publications which are an 

invaluable heritage. Her bulletin “Color in the Home” is being used throughout the United States and was one of 

the first Cornell bulletins to use color plates extensively. She also was the author of bulletins on room arrangement, 

braided and hooked rugs, furniture repair, and the coauthor of publications on making lampshades and buying 

of furniture.

Mrs. Robinson was a member of the National Home Economics Association, Kappa Delta Phi, Epsilon Sigma Phi, 

and Faculty Wives Club at Cornell.

Surviving are her husband, Professor Emeritus Montgomery E. Robinson, now at Los Banos, Laguna, the 

Philippines; two brothers and a sister, and several nephews and nieces.
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