
Carlton Eugene Wright

May 5, 1911 — May 30, 1997

Professor Wright was raised on a dairy farm in Vermont and graduated from the University of Vermont in 

1932. After two years as manager of a fruit farm in Barre, Vermont, he entered the education field as teacher of 

vocational agriculture in Middlebury, Vermont, where he served for three years. He came to Cornell University in 

the summer of 1936 to complete his Master’s degree, which was awarded in February 1937.

Professor Wright returned to Vermont in February 1937 to work at the University of Vermont as Assistant Trainer 

and Assistant State Supervisor of Agriculture Teachers. On July 1, 1939, he accepted a position at the University 

of New Hampshire as Assistant Professor in charge of the Applied Farming course, and as Assistant Teacher 

Trainer in Agricultural Education. He held this position until June 1941, when he returned to Cornell for advanced 

study. In February 1943, he received the Doctor of Philosophy degree in Agricultural Education and Agricultural 

Economics. He became an Instructor in the Department of Agricultural Economics in the College of Agriculture 

and Life Sciences where he worked on the newly established Food Information Service. This program was designed 

to cooperate with the war effort in supplying food information to the public through the statewide Cooperative 

Extension system. He resigned in 1944 to become Director of the New York State Institute of Agriculture and Home 

Economics, a unit of the State University of New York at Cobleskill. One of his major responsibilities at Cobleskill 

was to rebuild the program and student body that had been decimated by the war. From the directorship of the 

institute, Dr. Wright was called to Washington, D.C. in February 1947 to become the first Director of Research and 

Publications of the American Vocational Association. He returned to New York State to organize a food information 

effort with consumers in the New York City area on July 1, 1948. This program covered the metropolitan area of 

New York, New Jersey and Connecticut and was sponsored jointly by Cornell University, Rutgers University and 

the University of Connecticut in collaboration with the United States Department of Agriculture. This was the 

beginning of Cornell University’s Cooperative Extension programming in the five boroughs of New York City. In 

1953, Dr. Wright returned to Ithaca as Associate Professor of Food Information and was leader of the extension 

programs in food information for consumers throughout the State. In 1955, he worked for three months with 

the Federal Extension Program to plan a series of three national conferences for consumer marketing employees 

throughout the United States. He was promoted to full Professor at Cornell University in 1962.
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During the two years 1962-64, Professor Wright was Chief of Party of the Cornell Project at the University of 

Liberia. Upon his return in 1964, he assumed leadership for expansion and implementation of a statewide program 

of marketing information for consumers. In 1969, he returned to New York City as Controller of the Cornell 

Extension program to assume fiscal and personnel responsibilities.

Dr. Carlton Wright retired July 1, 1973 after forty years of educational leadership, and was named Professor 

Emeritus. He is the author of Food Buying, published by the Macmillan Co. in 1962. He was a member of Alpha 

Zeta, Kappa Phi Kappa, Phi Delta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, and Epsilon Sigma Phi.

Throughout his career, Professor Wright demonstrated unusual capacity to organize and carry out new programs. 

His broad experience, professional capacity and even temperament contributed to this ability to perform with 

excellence in programs cutting across departments and colleges and under unique and complex administrative 

structures. In retirement, he lived in Vermont and then returned to Ithaca, New York where he was an active 

member of the First Congregational Church and involved in the Boy Scouts of America, the Friends of the Library 

and the Cayuga Trails Club serving as president of the Finger Lakes Trail Conference.

He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Lucille Neumann Wright; two sons, Timothy, of Honolulu, Hawaii, and 

Stephen, of Dansville, New York; and four grandchildren.

Professor Wright will be remembered by his colleagues and friends for his wide range of personal and professional 

interests. He worked effectively with academicians and politicians, with producers and consumers with the goal 

in mind of improving our food marketing system.
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