
Clyde B. Moore

January 13, 1886 — November 4, 1973

Clyde B. Moore, professor emeritus and former member of the Education Department at Cornell, died November 

4, 1973, at the age of 87.

Professor Moore was born in Boone County, Nebraska, in 1886. He attended Nebraska public schools and received 

the following higher education degrees: A.B. from Nebraska University in 1912, B.Ed, from Nebraska State 

Teachers’ College in 1913, M.A. from Clark University in 1916, and the Ph.D. from Columbia University in 1920.

Coming to Cornell in 1925, he taught here until his retirement in 1954. Clyde Moore was a veteran of World War 

I and had been a rural school teacher and administrator and faculty member at LaCrosse (Wis.) State Normal 

School and the University of Pittsburgh. His own formative years in the new profession of education coincided 

with the period of progressive reform, and he was always a constructive critic of his discipline and profession, and 

an innovator in the fields of supervision, educational finance, and social studies. Professor Moore was especially 

well known for his contributions to children’s literature and social studies textbooks.

Clyde Moore was a professional scholar in the finest traditions of the University, using the tools of his discipline 

to raise critical questions about the professional field and to provide leadership to practice in that field. During 

the span of a thirty-year career as a member of the Cornell faculty, Professor Moore combined teaching and 

writing with active service to local, state, and national educational organizations. He served for twenty-five years 

as chairman of the New York State Educational Conference Board and for thirty years as a member of the Ithaca 

School District Board of Education. Both the State Teachers Association and the State School Boards Assocation 

honored him with the presentations of their distinguished service awards. He was an honorary member of the 

Ithaca Rotary Club and an active Rotarian for over forty-five years. He served on numerous community boards in 

addition to the Board of Education.

A modest and unassuming person, Clyde Moore was known to a generation of students and colleagues for his wise 

counsel, unfailing willingness to serve his profession, and gentle criticism of human and institutional failings. He 

exerted a beneficial influence on many who knew and worked with him and, through his writings, on the shape 

and direction of public education and the children using his books.
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He is survived by his daughter, Mrs. Milo J. Peterson, of Minneapolis, four grandchildren, and four great-

grandchildren.

Joseph P. Bail, Frederick H. Stutz, Marvin D. Glock
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