
Cornell University Library  

Library Management Team  

Notes from the June 9, 1998 Meeting  

Attending: Ross Atkinson, Lee Cartmill, Jerry Caswell, David Corson, Claire Germain, Tom 
Hickerson, Janet McCue, John Saylor, Sarah Thomas, Ed Weissman, Rich Strassberg  

1. Law Library  
Claire presented a report on the status of the Law Library with regard to funding for materials, 
the categories and characteristics of legal materials, users of the legal materials, the Law 
Library's standing in the ABA comparative statistics and the Law School's ranking among its 
peers. The termination of special supplements from the Dean for the acquisition of materials has 
created a serious problem for the Law Library causing it to drop considerably with regard to 
volumes added in comparison with the libraries in other topped rank law school libraries. Sarah 
announced that she would form a committee to look at the situation. In particular, she will ask 
the committee to advise her as to how the strength and reputation of the Law Library can be 
improved by leveraging currently available resources.  

2. Security and safety issues 
Rich Strassberg led a discussion of the security and safety issues facing the Library. He pointed 
out that there have been several incidents over the past few years involving the theft of 
significant numbers of books and microform materials. While we have a good set of safety and 
security procedures, we have not implemented them as vigorously as we should. Among the 
examples Rich cited are: 1) only two of the units have filed disaster response plans with the 
Conservation Department; 2) only one unit implemented the guidelines distributed in 1980 and 
marked the plates, reproductions, maps or prints in valuable and semi-valuable stacks volumes to 
prevent them from being removed for resale value or personal use.  

Rich also said that the Safety and Security manual is in need of updating and he recommended 
that it should be mounted on the Staff Web site. Rich is chairing the Safety Committee, a group 
appointed in response to University mandates. The highest priority of the Committee is to insure 
that updated evacuation plans are filed and that a new safety and security audit is completed by 
each unit. We agreed to add personal and collection security to the responsibilities of the Safety 
Committee. Sarah asked Rich to direct recommendations and requests for funding to her.  

notes by: Edward Weissman Assistant to the University Librarian  


