
Library Management Team 

Notes from the December 19, 2001 Meeting 

Attending: Attending: Ross Atkinson, Karen Calhoun, Lee Cartmill, Tom Hickerson, Janet 
McCue, Jean Poland, Sarah Thomas, Edward Weissman, Adam Smith, and Linda Bryan.  

1. MyContents 
Adam Smith reported on the status of the MyContents implementation. MyContents is a 
journal table of contents (TOC) service that will be part of the MyLibrary suite of 
services. It will automatically merge into a single format TOCs supplied by various 
vendors and distribute them by e-mail to registered users. Initially, users will be able to 
receive the TOCs in either plain text or EndNote format, but the capability to output in 
other formats could be added. The MyContents group is negotiating with the TOC 
vendors to include Digital Object Identifiers (DOI) with the TOCs. This will allow 
MyContents to include links from the table of contents to the full text. This, in turn, could 
allow MyContents to be incorporated into a document delivery program.  

Selectors have played a major role in MyContents development, selecting and funding 
the journals to be included and negotiating with the TOC vendors. MyContents is shaping 
the way we negotiate with e-journal publishers and vendors. We have begun asking for 
the right to distribute TOCs from publisher Web sites (many TOCs are not available from 
TOC vendors) and we are trying to negotiate access to the TOCs for alumni.  

MyContents will be released as open-source, meaning that the library will distribute the 
software for free, without warranty or support, and that if someone modifies the software 
and redistributes it, they must redistribute it under the same conditions. This will allow us 
to benefit from enhancements added by other institutions  

The Vet library will pilot MyContents at the start of the spring semester. MyContents will 
be further tested at Mann, Geneva, ILR, and Engineering beginning March, 2001 and 
released campus-wide on July 1. A migration path will be provided for those using 
Mann's existing TOC service so that users will not have to re-register their journal titles.  

LMT expressed its appreciation to Adam and the MyContents Team for its work to date. 
A *.pdf file version of Adam's handout is attached to this message.  

2. CUL Diversity Council 
Linda Bryan presented a proposal to create a CUL Diversity Council that grew out of 
DIALOGUE, the diversity awareness program the library held in May 2001. The aim of 
the council would be to ensure that the library is a welcoming and inclusive environment 
for all staff and patrons. The council would create and implement programs, assess and 
monitor CUL's climate for inclusion, and produce a "State of the Climate" report each 
year. Members of the new diversity council would be selected through a "peer-
referencing system," a referral process that identifies staff from all parts of the 
organization. LMT endorsed the proposal, suggested a few changes, in particular adding 



to the council's charge that it specifically recommends how to improve inclusivity, and 
asked Linda to work with Lee and Susan Markowitz to pre-test the peer-referencing 
system method for identifying members.  

3. Multimedia 
Ross presented the report of the Multimedia Task Force (Lance Heidig, chair; Carmen 
Blankenship; Kristrun Gunnarsdottir; Terry Kristensen; and Deb Lamb-Deans). The task 
force documented the status of multimedia readiness within the library and nationally, 
and made a series of recommendations, a checklist of actions the library should 
undertake. Tom proposed the formation of a Multimedia Implementation Team to address 
the shortcomings in the library's infrastructure for supporting multimedia. The team 
would focus on the design and implementation of the infrastructure for handling digital 
video and audio assets. Tom distributed a draft charge for this team. LMT endorsed the 
formation of the team and asked Ross to thank the task force for laying the foundation for 
the library's upcoming efforts to improve our multimedia capabilities.  

Notes by Edward Weissman, 
Assistant to the University Librarian  


