


  



 
Norman Dondero was a scientist, teacher, artist and naturalist. He was 
born and grew up in Massachusetts. He graduated from the University 
of Massachusetts (B.S., 1941), the University of Connecticut (M.S., 
1943), and Cornell University (Ph.D., 1952). From 1943 until 1946, he 
served in the United States Army. Part of that time was spent in the 
occupation of Japan. He made a great effort to learn Japanese and 
developed an interest in their art and culture. He maintained this interest 
throughout his life and particularly during his time at Kendal.  

  
After the war, he returned to the University of Connecticut as an 
instructor in bacteriology. In 1948 he began graduate studies at Cornell, 
completing his Ph.D. in 1952. Upon receiving his degree, he was 
employed at Cornell as an Assistant Professor of Bacteriology in the 
Department of Dairy Industry. In 1954, he left  
Cornell to accept a position as Assistant Professor of Microbial 
Cytology at Rutgers University. He returned to Cornell in 1966 with the 
rank of Professor of Bacteriology in the Department of Dairy and Food 
Science. When the Department of Microbiology was created in 1977, he 
became a member of that Department. He was granted the status of 
Professor Emeritus upon his retirement on January 31, 1984.  
Norman was a pioneer in the study of aquatic microbiology, particularly 
in the areas of wastewater treatment and water pollution microbiology.  
While at Rutgers he was the lead scientist in the effort to clean up the 
Raritan River. He maintained that research interest and applied those 
same techniques when he returned to Cornell with his classical studies 
of Taughannock Creek and the other tributaries to Cayuga Lake. He was 
a teacher and scholar with deep interests in the basic science of 
microbiology, particularly the natural history and diversity of microbes 
that contribute to wastewater treatment. He was best known for his work 
on the Sphaerotilus/Leptothrix group of bacteria involved in activated 
sludge bulking. He was also well appreciated by professional colleagues 
outside of his immediate area of research. In particular, he was 
recognized for organizing a cross-disciplinary research conference in 
1963, a seminal event that stimulated collaborations between 
environmental engineers and microbiologists in the emerging field of 
environmental microbiology. Perhaps his most memorable trait was an 
unquenchable sense of scientific curiosity, tempered by skeptical 
thinking, which endured until the very end of his life.  

  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Norman C. Dondero  
May 22, 1918 – July 10, 2013  



Norm loved to fish. He made many trips to Ontario and Quebec where he would be out at 
dawn in his genuine birch bark canoe, usually with his limit of fish. He 
was also an avid cross country skier and a superlative cook – his beef 
with bourbon was to die for!  

  
Norman was a devoted husband to Wilma Irene Mehlenbacker for 59 
years, until she predeceased him in 2011. Together they participated 
often in Elder Hostel, traveling throughout the world. They were known 
for their support of The Finger Lakes Land Trust, The Nature 
Conservancy and other environmental conservation groups. They both 
were residents of Kendal at Ithaca in their final years.  
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