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long-tenn contradictions of the
capitalist mode of production
and insisted on socialist revo
lution and the emancipation of
the working class as the
necessary solution.

However, Foley argued that
Marx's analysis of social con
tradictions is abstract and
removed from experience. From
this perspective, moderate
capitalist refonns become more
attractive. Also, Foley insisted
that staunch adherence to ab
stract analysis has often resulted
in anti-democratic revolutionary
politics, whereby the mainten
ance of revolutionary power
through manipulation and terror
was favored over revolutionary
democracy. Although some
important features of Marx's
analysis eonfonned to historical
phenomena-such as crises of
demand and class struggle in
European societies-the sub
sistence wage theory proved
untenable. Foley maintained that
in the course of capitalist evol
ution real wages have grown at
roughly the same rate as in
creases in labor productivity,
although the reasons for this
correspondence are not entirely
clear. Marx recognized the rising
standard of living and shifted his
focus from subsistence wages to
the assumption of a constant
value of labor-power and a falling
rate of profit-that is. his anal
ysis shifted from "absolute" to
"relative" immiseration ofwork
ers. This shift from a rising rate
ofexploitation to a falling rate of
profit, in Foley's view. makes the
motivations for a socialist revol
ution no longer pragmatic, but
rather speculative and utopian.

unlimited growth ofcapitalism in
an environment characterized by
technological advances and a
perpetually expanding division
of labor with Ricardo's theory of
stagnating subsistence wages,
Marx arrived at an ever-increas
ing rate ofexploitation. This. in
tum. would lead to economic
problems, such as over-product
ion and crises of demand: more
importantly, it would lead to
political problems in the form of
class conflict.

Foley acknowledged thai class
tension can be mitigated by the
ruling class: the large quantity of
surplus value allows for policies
that accommodate growing
socialist demands and avoid the
escalation ofsocial conflict. Yet
Marx derided the ameliorative
politics of the centrists as un
sustainable in the face of the

evolution ofcapitalism. Tech
nological progress, growth of
labor productivity, and the de
tennination of the real wage were
key concepts in this analysis.
Marx identified the rate ofex
ploitation as the ratio of surplus
value to wages. By combining
Smith's prediction ofa virtually

The "Marxian Horizons"
conference took place on March
13.2003. According to organizer
Dominic Boyer(Department of
Anthropology, Cornell), reasons
for holding such an event in
clude the rransfonnation of
capitalism in recent years and the
emergence of the so-called new
economy. Critical social theory
has been accused of being out
of touch with this changed
reality. which some see as neces
sitating an effort to historicize
the philosophical endeavor as a
whole. It would seem that Marx
ian social theory in particular
needs to be tested for its com·
pliance with the demands of
history. With some reframing,
Boyer argued, Marx's thought
proves receptive to such de
mands, even under the con
ditions of the seemingly new
social order.

Duncan K. Foley of the New
School University opened the
conference with a paper entitled
"Marx's Theories ofClass and
Social Change." His respondents
were Jakob Rigi and Dan Reich
man, both ofCornell's Depart
ment of Anthropology.

Marx insisted on historical
specificity in social analysis,
which is why. according to Foley,
his own theories should be sub
ject to the same approach. Marx
was influenced by the idealistic
philosophy of Hegel and by the
theories of the classical political
economists Adam Smith and
David Ricardo. The latter two
thinkers offered Marx a starting
point for his own analysis of the
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Duncan K. Foley (r) opened the conference with a
paper entitled -Marx's Theories of Class and Social
Change." His respondents were Dan Reichmann (I)
and Jakob Rigi

Page2

Marxian Horizons
from page I

In the twentieth century, ex
ploitation in the Marxian sense
has been institutionalized, reg
ulated, and accepted by Social
Democracy in Europe. In the
periphery, Marxian thought has
served as an agent of modem
ization: Marx's "economic
realism" helped destroy trad·
itional social fonns and instill the
key capitalist values ofaccum·
ulalian and commodification.
Yet. although certain experiments
with the socialization and po]
itical control of the means of
production have failed (as in the
case of the Soviet Union), Marx
ian approaches remain valuable
in diagnosing persisting global
problems that have sprung from
the contradictions ofcapitalism.
Marx recognized the ability of
capitalist institutions 10 respond
to social pressures, and many of
the policy proposals of the Com
munist Manifesto were in faci
implemented without a socialist
revolUlion.

Foley concluded by stating
that the opportunity for concen
trated revolutionary change has
passed and that resistance
movements are fragmented in
their concerns. However, he
allowed for the possibility of
institUlional changes within the
global capitalist network that

Organizer Dominic
Boyer introduced the
conference on Marxian
Horizons

could improve the living con
ditions of a great number of
people. In response, Dan Reich
man inquired about the place of
the middle class in Ihe constel
lation of the exploiters and the
exploited. He pointed out Ihat the
American middle class, while
being part of the division of
labor, also acts as a capital owner
through investments, creating a
sort of"collective capitalism."
"Wealth for everyone" is an
accepted ideological concept,
while the future well-being ofthe
middle class is staked on cor
porate profit growth and thus on
continued exploitation. Reichman
also pointed to the problem of
how to define the concept of
"class," as well as to difficulties
involved in theorizing class on a
global scale.

The second respondent, Jakob
Rigi, argued that even the falling
rate of profit can provide an im
petus for revolution. He noted
the "economistic" nalure of
Foley's argument and pointed
out that Marx never completed
his project, suggesting that one
ought to look to other Marxist
writings for further answers and
solutions. In Rigi's view, class
struggle extends to the totality of
society, including ideology and
politics. He also argued that the
fact that some revolutions have
failed in the past does not mean
that other could not succeed in
the future. -M.M.

The second panel of the confer
ence began with Department of
Anthropology professor Terry
Turner's paper entitled "An
Anthropological Transformation
of Marx's Concept ofCommodity
Value: The Values ofSocial
Products in Non-Commodity
Producing Societies." In his
paper, Turner tried to remove
Marx's theories from an econ
omic context by looking at prim
itive societies that lack an econ
omy. Given that these societies
have no exchange value, Turner
looked at other possible fonns of
value, given that Marx posits a
universal theory of value that
should also hold true for these

primitive societies. Marx claims
that h is system works for all
historic fonns of production. but
Turner pointed to the necessity
of also looking at pre-historic
forms of production through the
Marxian lens. Professor Turner
also investigated cultural, ideo
logical, and social aspects of
society that flourish under cap
italism but don't have an explicit
relationship to economics. These
non-economic aspects, Turner

argued, are also indicative of
human and social value, ifnot
economic value.

The first respondent was
Jaideep Chatterjee, a graduate
student in the Departments of
Anthropology and Architecture
at Cornell. He placed Turner's
paper in dialogue with the crit
icism of Marx as a product ofa
specific historical situation. He
questioned how historically
specific fonns of value might
interact, and whal might happen
to the concept of value at the
moments of interaction between
primitive and later societies.

Steve Sangren, a professor in
the Department of Anthropology
at Cornell, was the second
respondent. He saw in Turner's
paper a crystallization of the
relationship of Marx's theories to
anthropology. As such, the paper
raises questions about the im
plications ofan anthropological
understanding of culture. He
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proposed adopting an alternative
perspective on capitalism by
shifting from an economic 10 an
anthropological understanding
of the concept of production.

Professor Turner's remarks
following the respondents' inter
ventions attempted to further
define the concept of value.
While the panelists concluded
that there is no clear answer to
how various systems of value
can be reconciled, they agreed

that anthropological and Marxian
theories of value can infonn and
refine each other. This would
lead to a better understanding
of how both primitive and later
societies function. -e.e.

Under the heading "Capital," the
presentation by professor
Moishe Postone (University of
Chicago) summarized the points
raised by his paper, "Notes on
Capital (Capital and Historical
Change)." Postone's contrib
ution argued that social theory
today must focus principally on
the historically dynamic char
acter of capitalism and the "large
scale structural changes" in our
social universe. Crucial to this
endeavor is the Marxian concept
of capital; yet "capital" must be
reconceplUalized in order to
grasp that it is '"nOI only a social
category delineating a detennin
ate mode ofexploitation ... lbut]
also. centrally, a temporally
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The fourth panel featured opening remarks by Phil
Graham and responses from discussants Diana
Reese and Jane Fajans

dynamic category that seeks to
grasp modem, capitalist society
as a fonn ofsocial life character
ized by quasi-objective fomls of
domination that underlie an in
trinsic historical dynamic:' With
an illumination of this dynamic as
"socially constituted," PoslOne's
analysis emphasizcd the social
dimension rather than attempting
to expose the economic base of
social super-structures. He de
fined his approach as constituted
by a view ofcapital "as the core
of the social fonnation, separable
from the more hislOricalty
detenninate configurations of
capitalism."

For Postone, Marx's concept of
"abstract labor" powerfully
indicates the social dimension of
laboring activity in capitalism as
it mediates not only the relations
of humans with nature but also
social relations. Commodity and
capital are correspondingly
"both concrete labor products
and objectified fonns ofsocial
mediation." With the emergence
ofcapitalism, therefore, society is
structured by an "underlying
level ofsocial relations that is
constituted by labor." Capitalism
can be described as a fonn of
domination "constituted by det
erminate fonnsofsocial prac
tice." A theory ofmodernity must
thus provide us with a social
account of its paradoxical feat
ures as the social theorist seeks
to aid "our understanding of the
far-reaching transfonnations of
our social universe in ways that
could contribute to its funda
mental transfonnation." An
overcoming ofcapitalism would
constitute an overcoming of
(the) totality; an overcoming of
capital and an overcoming of the
value fonn.

Following Postone's remarks,
the first discussant. John
Namjun Kim (Gennan Studies,
Cornell), asked for specificalion
of the content of certain con
cepts: What precisely was meant
by the tenn "History," and who
was designated by the tenn
"poststructuralists" (in reference
to those who would analyze his
tory in terms ofcontingency)?

Hc also asked for an articulation
ofthe ethical framework possibly
implied or presumed by this crit
ique of structures ofdomination.
As the second discussant.
professor Geoffrey Waite (Ger
man Studies, Cornell), olTered a
philological fantasia on the word
'"horizon," tracing its etymology
and genealogy from the ancient
Greek through Husserlian phen
omenology and Marx's Gennan,
in which capitalism's true
"Schranke" (not identical to
"horizon") is capital itself. Crit
iquing the abscnce of an active
political application of Postone's
theoretical analysis, Waite
questioned the lack of "the
political" in what he considered
an overly economistic approach.
In the subsequent discussion,
Postone responded that "the
politics ofwil1 have always been
a temptation of the chattering
classes." -AH

The fourth panel began with the
opening remarks of Philip Gra
ham (Queensland and Waterloo)
on his pre-circulated paper,
"Labor and Consciousness 
OR - 'Capitalism as False Cons
ciousness." In his paper, Graham
argues that capitalism has be
come a misnomer for our contem
porary political economy in
which credit and debt have sup
planted money and labor. In this
new system, Graham argues, the
corporation has assumed the
position of ownership thai Marx
previously attributed to Ihe cap
italist. Ownership is thus parcel
ed out among corporate "per
sons," the state becomes yct

another managing, mortgaging
corporatized emity, and the labor
of the working class is exploited
as the debt that circulates among
these corporations. The term
"capitalism," rather than des
cribing the actual relations of
production, has itselfbecome
another fonn of false conscious
ness that obscures the new sys
tem ofeconomic exchange and
social relations, which Graham
defines as corporalism.

The first discussant, Jane
Fajans ofComell'sAnthropol
ogy department, raised two
questions about Graham's
methodology: (I) how exaclly
docs Graham configure the
distinction between capitalism
and corporatism? She argued
that Marx's definition ofcap
italism rests more on the private
ownership of capital than on the
opposition of worker to owner
(as Graham seemed to argue).

Thus, can Ihe current political
economy really be called some
thing other than capitalism when
ownership (albeit corporatized)
is still privatized? Related to this
point: (2) to what extent does
Graham's notion ofcorporatism
rethink the relation of worker to
capital ist? Graham seems to
argue that in a corporate system
the worker is not a producer,
blll rather a human resource,
literally, whose labor "produces"
debt and credit, not goods or
commodities. Docs Graham
mean to imply that there is no
such thing as wage labor and
alienated labor in the corporatist
system?

The second discussant, Diana
Reese ofCornell's Gennan dep
artment and program in Feminist,
Gender and Sexuality Studies,
raised the issue of Marx's re
lation of human labor to (human)
nature and of what new fonns
this relation might lake beyond
capitalism. Her point ofdeparture
was the way Graham (like
Deleuze and Guattari in Anli
Oedipus) views capitalism flol as
an inescapable total ity, but rather
as a system that continually re
produces itself and can therefore
reproduce itself in new ways. She
points out that although there is
debt production in Graham's cor
poratism system, there is still
also the production and circula
tion of goods; this opens up the
question: In corporatism, is the
relation of labor to nature chan
ged in addition to the relation of
labor to consciousness? Citing
the 1992 treaty on biodiversity,
Reese argues in the afTinnative,
namely that the metabolic rela
tion of human and inorganic life
can be re-thought as exchange
able commodities and life-pro
cesses. Jf ''the function of an
organism can be owned", this
links labor, futurity, and debt in a
new configuration that can move
in and out ofcapitalism, an
argument that resonates with
Graham's position, just as it also
describes the historical move
ment of women and non-capital
ist economies within (and with
out) capital. -J.D.

Martins Masu/is, Cassandra
Cambell, Amalia Hermann, and
Joshua Dfftrich are graduate
students in the Department of
German Studies.

Contributions to German
Cultural News are wel
come. Ifyou would like
an event listed or have
a brief review or arlie/e
10 submit, please conlael
Sean Franzel al
sbf25@corllell.edu.
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German Suffering I Deutsches
Leid: Re-Presentations
Melanie Steiner
Julie Ann Jacoby
Joshua Dittrich

The first panel of the ·'German
Suffering" conference was called
"Memory and Representations
of Air Raids." The first presenter
on the panel, Dr. Gilad Margalit
(General History. University of
Haifa, Israel) compared East and
West Gennan practices of com
memorating the air raids in a
paper entitled "Dresden and
Hamburg-Qfficial Mourning
and Remembrance ofthe Victims
of the Air Raids by the Allies."
Immediately following the defeat
in 1945, the bombings of Drcs
den and Hamburg were common
ly narrated as justified attacks by
the Allies against a Gennan pop
ulation that had voted for Hitler.
Official memory culture therefore

Gilad Margalit:
presented during the
first session, mMemory
and Representations of
Air Raids·

held not the Allies, but ralher the
Nazis accountable, and context
ualized the bombings as a first
sign of hope that promised
liberation. With the Cold War,
however. the narrative changed
in East Gennany. The GDR laid
the responsibility for the Nazi
past entirely upon West Genn-

any. Because the Soviet Army
had not participated in bombings
ofGennan cities, the Communist
narralive officially expressed re
senlment against the treatment
of the Gennans by the Western
Allies, equating it with Nazi war
crimes. As a resu It, East Gennan
memory culture claimed the vict
ims of the Dresden air raid for the
Communist cause. Margalit sup
ported this point with images of
the Dresden city cemetery; here.
the victims of the bombing,
members of the antifascist move
ment, and victims of the Nazi
concentration camps are com
memorated side by side. In West
Germany, by contrast, Gennan
city bombings were remembered
quietly and with reference to the
question ofcollective guilt.

Dr. Nicholas Martin (Gennan,
California State University, Long
Beach), in his paper '''Nur das
JUngste Gericht. das war sie
nicht': Suffering and Closure in
German Literary Treatments of
Allied Bombing," further reflect
ed on the silence that dominated
West Gennan memory politics
regarding Gennan civilian vic
tims. Martin then commented on
W. G. Sebald's Zurich Lectures of
1997, which problematized the
absence of a literary engagement
with the air raids. While Sebald
did not deny the production of
Luftkrieg texts, he attacked the
failure to contextualize them.
Martin, arguing against Sebald,
set out to discuss Gert Ledig's
Verge/iling-a text dismissed by
Sebald as "voyeuristic"-as well
as works ignored altogether by
Sebald. Martin argued that the
authors of these texts. among
them Richard Gabel and Wolf
gang Borchert. successfully
thematized the traumatic effects
of the bombings on the Gennan
population without seeking clos
ure or equating different fonns of
victimization. Martin concluded
by suggesting a renewed reading

of Luftkrieg texts that were all
too easily dismissed by Sebald.

The third speaker. Dr. Heinz
Peter Preuller (Sprach- und
Lileraturwissenschaft, Univer
sity ofOsnabrOck, Gennany)
focused on JOrg Friedrich's
collection ofair raid photo
graphs, BrandslQtten. in a
presentation entitled "Regard
ing and Imagining: Contrived
Immediacy of the Allied Bomb
ing Campaign in Photography,
Novel, and Historiography." In
ten chapters, Bramfstalten
shows more than 400 images,
some of which recall photo
graphs of Nazi concentration
camps. While PreuBer correctly
reminded the audience that this
comparison to Holocaust image
ry is not intended by the photo
grapher but rather entirely up to
the viewer, he criticized Friedrich
for not having contextualized
the images in tenns ofGerman
guilt. Because of this failure, the
photographs are easily misread
as an attempt to link Gennan
suffering with thaI of the victims
of the Holocaust Friedrich's
representation of the air raids
thereby falsifies the actual
event. PreuBer, in calling the
photo book "untruthful," point
ed to the general problems
involved in the photographic
depiction of events, which tend
to collapse in their represent
ation because they no longer
inhabit the temporality specific
to them. PreuBcr then used Ger!
Ledig's Verge/lUng as an ex
ample 10 show how texts, which
offer temporal simultaneity by
equating narrated time with
narrative time, translate exper
iences into imagination better
than photographic represent·
ations do.

The first session concluded
with a paper by Or. Stephan
Jaeger (Gennanic and Slavic
Languages and Literatures.
University of Colorado at

Boulder) entitled "Narrative(s) of
Bombing: Fictional and Factional
Representations ofGennan
World War I[-History." [n an
attempt to undennine the oppos
ition between history and lit
erature. that is, the binary con
stellation ofobjectivity and
subjectivity, Jaeger stressed the
importance of moral and ethical
questions in both fonns of
writing. Jaeger chose to discuss
Sven Lindqvisfs fictional-factual
novel-history A Hislmyo/Bomb
ing in order to demonstrate how
the blurring of history and fiction
forces the factual r:naster-narra
tive to break into a number of
smaller narratives that are none
theless true to history while at
the same time doing justice to the
work ofmemory. Jaeger attrib
uted Lindqvist's success to the
deconstruction of the traditional
author identity; as a personal
narratoroffactual hislOry, Lind
qvist becomes a "biased" hist
orian who is no longer bound to

Professor Isabel Hull,
from the Cornell's
Department of History
served as a moderator
for the conference
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The second panel, ·Cultures of Empathy·, featured
Helmut Schmitz, Karl Wilds, and Gregory F Schroeder

the total objectivity of historical
truth claims. but rather can make
use of liction in order to con
struct historical reality. The
resulting memory archive is, so
Jaeger. a "history beyond his
tory" that accounts better for
historical agency than histor-
iography alone can. -Us.

The second session of the con
ference dealth with the topic
"Cultures of Empathy." The first
speaker, Helmut Schmitz orthe
Department orGerman Studies.
University of Warwick. Great
Britain, spoke on "NaIve and
Sentimental Perspective: Ulla
Hahn's UflScharfe Bilder. Uwe
Timrn's Am Beispiel meines
Bruders, Stephean Wackwitz' Ein
IInsichtbares Land and the Prob
lem of Empathy in the German
Collective." His talk focused on
the failed attempt 10 resuscitate
empathy among Germans who
lived through the Second World
War and their narcissistic efforts
to cast a homogenous group of
perpetrators as victims. The
novels mentioned in the title of
the paper deal with the difficult
attempts by children and grand
children to view their parents'
claims to victimization critically in
relation to a hindsight that calls
into question the validity of such
claims.

Karl Wilds ofthe Gennan
Department. University ofNot
tingham, Great Britain, gave a talk
entitled "Proud to be Ashamed?
The Role of Mitleid with the
'Victim Other' in Reconfiguring
the German Self." He discussed
the polarizing effect of the con
temporary discourse on Gennan
victimization that, on the one
hand, engages in a retelling ofa
forgotten story, but, on the other
hand, is a relativization of the
suffering ofthe real victims.
Covering the period from the
1970s to the present, he primarily
discussed the political responses
to a moral problem. tracking ex
ternal displays ofguilt and inter
pretations of the past in attempts
to define the German state before
and after reunification.

Grergory F. Schroeder of the

Department of History, St.
John's University, Minnesota,
spoke on the two kinds of
Heimatverlriebene, the evacuees
from bombed cities and the ex
pellees from the East in his talk:"
Do not forget the evacuees'
Germany's first Heimatver
Iriebene in the Second World
War." He focused on the story
of the 6.2 million evacuees from
bombed cities, who, due to
housing shortages and flight to
the West, did not return home
until the 1950s or I960s, ifat all.
The plight of these "Fremde im
Dorf' was overshadowed by
concern for expellees and re
fugees from the Soviet zone.
Schroeder concluded thaI it is
necessary to compare the suffer
ing of the evacuees with that of
the other Germans displaced by
the war in order to recognize and
document their forgotten history.

-JAJ.

The third session of the confer
ence, moderated by Cornell
Gennan Studies professor and
Gennan Studies department chair
LeslieAdelson, was entitled
"Cinematic and Literary Repre
sentations:' The first speaker
was Joanna Kcdzierska Stimmel
(Department ofGerman, Colum
bia University), who gave a
paper on "Shared Pain and Uni
versal Victimhood: 'Transgcne
rational Trauma' in Thomas Har
lan's Rosa." As Stimmel points
out, Harlan himselfstands in
close proximity to the issue of
transgenerational trauma: grow
ing up in Nazi Germany, he was
involved in the Hitler Youth, and
his father (Veit Harlan) directed
the controversial anti-Semitic film
JadSiiss (1940). This complicat
ed proximity to the past is them
alized in the book as the impos
sibility ofdrawing clear lines
between victims, perpetrators.
and Mit16ufer in the context of
the traumatic German past. Har
lan's novel mirrors the ambiguity
of these categories at the level of
form-blending stylistic exper
imantation (including allusions to
Sebald's Natural Hi,~tory of
Deslruction and a fictionalized

transcription of a psychoanal
ytical session) and of genre
the book is a hybrid of autobio
graphy, novel, and "document
ary." One key question for Stim
mel is: does this generic hybrid
ity and thematic ambiguity repre
sent a genuine working-through
of the traumatic past (and if so,
whose traumatic past. specifical
ly?), or is it merely an acting-out
which restages the impasses and
difficulties of coming to grips
with the past?

The second speaker, Stephanie
Dickman (Department ofCultural
Studies, European University
Viadrina, Frankfurt/Octer, Genn
any), gave a paper entitled "The
War According to Wisbar." She
argues that the trajectory of
Gennan filmmaker Frank Wisbar's
career is exemplary oflhe collect
ive process of Vergangenheils~

bewaltigung. Wisbar came of
age as a filmmaker during the
early years of the Nazi regime.
He emigrated to the United
States before the outbreak of
the war and made several films
in the Hollywood studio system.
After the war, Wisbar moved
back to Germany and collabor
ated on Heimatfilme, musicals,
and police dramas through [he
1950s and early I960s. These
were essentially politically un
challenging works that corres
ponded to the collective repres
sion of the past during the Ad
enauer era. But toward the end of
that period, Wisbar began to tum
to questions of guilt and rcspon-

sibility in a trilogy of war films
that came out just as those same
issues resurfaced in the public
sphere after a long silence.
Professor Dickman also drew
comparisons between Wisbar's
career and those ofother prom
inent German filmmakers who
were his contemporaries, namely
Leni Riefenstahl, Billy Wilder,
Wolfgang Slaudte and G W.
Pabst.

The final speaker of the panel.
MarkA Wolfgram (Department
of Political Science, Carleton
University, Canada) addressed
the issue of"The Films ofDiv
ision: East and West German
Victims on the Borders." Within
the overall field of postwar cin
ema studies. Wolfgram traced the
fonnation ofa genre he named
"films ofdivision," a genre char
acterized by the translation of
national political problems into
domestic dramas. Eschewing the
distinction between high and low
art and focusing on an almost
sociological reading ofthe films,
Wolfgram used this genre to
examine the way love stories
and family melodramas can
illuminate the phenomenon of
collective memory (namely, the
process of an individual
remembering in a social context)
and the formation of disparate
national identities. -J.D.

The fourth session of the
conference dealt with [he topic of

COli/if/lied on page 7
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Headscarves and Islam:
Germany and Europe Today

Organizer Leslie Adelson with Heiko Henkel (I), who focused on the symbolism
of headscatVes in Islam, and Max Pensky, who diagnosed a failure of civil
society in the headscarves debate

Bassam Tibi (r) discussed different understandings of
the issue of headscatVes in France and Germany

the right of women to wear head
scarves, Henkel, e$:hoing Tibi,
pointed out that there are at least
three different types of scarves.
These have 10 do not only with
religious, but also with secular
traditions within a variety of
societies. Not necessarily Mus
lim, headscarves can express the
religious sentiments, secular
customs/codes, or fundament
alist attitudes of their wearers,
Current European debates, ac
cording to Henkel, result from a
failure of Europeans to disting
uish between these different
meanings.

Widely thought to be political
or, worse. ideological symbols in
Europe. headscarves can in fact
be signs of individual Muslim
piety. This is especially the case
in the Turkish context, where one
of the functions of the scarf has
been not 10 create a Muslim so
ciety. but rather to "live a Muslim
life" within a modem society. The
rejection of headscarves in the
West is thus not based on their
alleged manifestation ofantagon
ism to modernity, but rather is
rooted in the agendas of specific
European social groups. Broad
ening his arguments in opposi
tion to the headscarf ban, Henkel
further stated that the wearing of
headscarves is not enforced in all
Muslim traditions and that they
have no inherent connection to
fundamentalist politics. Besides,

received his Ph.D. in Anthropo
logy from Princeton University,
concentrated on the symbolism
of the headscarf as a Muslim
practice. As he commented on
the almost unanimous suppon of
Gennan political panies for the
headscarfban in schools, Henkel
inaugurated his talk by register
ing the lamentable lack ofa rep
resentative opposition to the
ban within Gennany. He sees this
problem to be acutely related to
the need for representation of
Muslim women in Gennan pol
itics, which would create a frame
work in which they could stand
up for themselves. Advocating

religious freedom, secular Europ
ean identity, and the integration
of migrants. An awareness of
diverse headscarf-wearing trad
itions in a variety of Muslim
countries and communities is key
here, because the motivational
factors detennining whether
women do or do not wear head
scarves are also diverse. These
include not only religious pre
scriptions-which Tibi insisted
receive no mention in the
Qur 'un, being ofan entirely
exegetical (and hence political)
nature-but also social and pol
itical pressures related, to a great
extent, to the gender dynamic.
The headscarves are therefore
perceived to be not only relig
ious symbols. but also part of
Shariat. that is. ofa political legal
code. At the same time, however,
heardscarves are also a dress
choice, a personal issue thai
should not impinge on issues of
secularity. Tibi thus sees the
actual crux of the debate not in
headscarves themselves but
rather in the dilemma of whether
Shariat should be accepted in
Europe as a legal code.

Heiko Henkel, who recently

Yuliya Komska

The first speaker in the discus
sion on "Headscarves and Islam
in Germany and Europe Today,"
Dassani Tibi (University of
GOttingen), introduced the lopic
by addressing the differences in
the treatment of Ihe issue in
Gennany and in France. In con
trast to France, remarked Tibi,
where the laws of laiciu! pro
hibiting headsc3rvcs in schools
are homogenous and effective
across the country. the situation
in Gennany has been mixed. Due
to the decision of the German
Constitutional Coun to let pro
vinces decide about the right to
wear headscarves, and. more
generally. about the use ofother
religious symbols. the debates
have yielded disparate models.
Baden-WUrnemberg, for in
stance, banned headscarves in
the sphere of education while
pennitting the continued use of
crosses. The Berlin model, in
contrast. has moved toward a
wholesale prohibition of religious
symbols in public institutions.

Three main issues are, accord
ing to Tibi, at stake in the debate:
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Olaf Frahm and Yulia Komska, co-organizers of the
conference on German Suffering

German education is already
protected by a legal clause
forbidding indoctrination in
schools. and banning
headscarves could have un
desirable political effects by
marginalizing and radicalizing
the Muslim population in Eu
rope. Noting that a revival of
scarf-wearing practices has co·
incided with increased particip
ation of women in Muslim soc·
ieties. Henkel suggested that
headscarves and a commitment
to democracy need nol be mu
tually exclusive. Ratherlhan
disabling women from being
socially active, headscarves
can be seen as modes of dis
ciplining the subjectivity of
Muslim practitioners.

Summing up. Max Pensky
(Bingharnpton Universityl
Society for the Hurnanitics,
COnlcll) picked upon Henkel's
remarks on the absence of
political opposition across the
broad Gennan party spectrum.
He pointed to a crisis ofcivil
society. evident in the absence
ofa place where intercultural
dialogue and negotiation could
take place between various
social groups. Having initialed
distinct procedures for ban
ning headscarves. both French
and Gennan debates have
nevertheless led to similar re
sults. While in France the
paternalistic state has preemp
ted the very emergence of a
civil sociel)' by single-handed
ly prcdetennining the outcome.
decentralized decision-making
in Germany has been equally
reluctant to let civil society do
its work, presuming that it will
leave the positions of both
supponers and opponents of
the ban unchanged. Pensky
suggested that one could
therefore see the headscarf
debates as a sign of institu
tional malfunctioning within
Europe.

Yuliya Komska is a
graduate student in the
DepanmentofGennan
Studies.

German
Suffering fmm page 5

"Literary Representations." In a
presentation entitled "The Other
'Camp Literature': Narratives of
Gennan Internment in the Early
Post-War Years''. Or. Gregor
Streim (InstiruljUr Deutsche
urld Niederltindische
Philologie, Free University
Berlin. Gennany) thematized the
fact that personal memory of the
Nazi past is never innocent and
oftentimes "politically incor
rect:' Streim took a close look at
autobiographical texts "Tinen
by Gennan prisoners in the
camps of the Allies and conclud
ed from his analyses that these
internment camps were often
described by German inmates
with reference to Nazi concent
ration camps. In an attempt to
compete with the victims of the
Third Reich. the prisoner
authors similarly compared the
process ofdenazification with
Nazi methods. While the lit
erature of the internment camps
was widely discussed in the
early years of the Federal Rep
ublic, it was soon dismissed as
an inappropriate appeal to en
noble German suffering. Be
cause the experiences in the
"other camps" contradicted the
officially conSlructed collective
memory, it was banned from
public discourse. yet persisted
with even greater force as a
counter-memory in right wing
circles. Streim consequently
pointed to the connict between
"knowledge," or collective
memory, and the right-wing
"counter-memory" that gained
authenticity precisely because it
was communicated only orally.

The second paper was deliver
ed by Or. Hans-Joachim Hahn
(Dam Gerharta Hauplmamw,
Jelenia Gora, Poland). In his
presentation. "'Those, of whom
they say that they slaughter
children': Reflections on the
Literal Construction ofthe
'Good German' as the Actual
Victims of ational Socialism in
Gennan Literature. 1945-1955:'

Hahn picked up on Klaus Brie
gleb's criticism of the tendency
ofpostwar Gennan literature to
use the stereotypicol figure of
the Jew as a projection screen for
imaginative reconciliation. By
conjuring up the medieval image
of the Jew without referring to
the modem Jewish-German
symbiosis, the literary engage
ment with the Jew becomes,
despite its intentions, anti
Semitic. Hahn concluded from his
close reading of, for example,
Kurt Ziesc1's Daniel in der Low
engrube, that the literary fasci
nation with Jews foreclosed any
possibilil)' of the Holocaust ex
perience entering the narralive.
Instead. "good Gennans" were
burdened by the demand to
accept guilt and take respons
ibility, thus becoming victims of
the Holocaust themselves. The
literature of Vergungenheits
bewtiliigung, Hahn went on to
say, consequently did not work
through the past. but acted it
out.

In the final presentation of the
panel, "Competing Images of
Victimhood and Perpetratorship
in Christa Wolfs Writings on
'Flight and Expulsion, ", Odile
Jansen (Ph.D. candidate. Focul
leit Gee.ftcslltetenschappen.
University Amsterdam. The
Netherlands) elaborated on
Wolfs attempts to integrate the
Nazi past into Ihe national
identityofthe GDR, which had
no room for the official recog-

nit ion ofguilt. Using the termin
ology of trauma theory and
drawing comparisons between
photography and memory,
Jansen stressed the imponance
of the visual for the telling of
history. The propaganda of East
Gennany incorporated images
that. however, counteracted any
notion of moral responsibilil)'
toward the past. Jansen anri
buted Wolrs desire to correct
the official historiography of the
GDR to the author's own ex
perience as a refugee and the
resulting pennanent presence of
memory images that Wolf weaves
into her texts. -M.S.

Melanie Steiner is a graduate
student in the Department of
German Studies: Julie Ann
Jacoby is a graduate student in
the Department of History;
Joshua Dittrich is a graduate
sludent in the Deparlment of
German Studies.
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Symposium on
Heidegger's Occident

Geoffrey Waite, Sean Franzel, and John Namjun Kim:
the panel on the -Rhetoric of Dialogue~

Taran Kang
Travis Workman

The first panel oflhe graduate
student symposium conceming
"Hcidegger's Occident," which
look place on Saturday, April 3,
at the A.D. White House. feat
ured Gennan Studies graduate
students John Namjun Kim and
Sean Franzel. Both Kim and
Franzel approached aspects of
Heidegger's thought that had
previously not received suf
ficient scholarly attention. In
looking at Heidegger's "Occi
dent," Kim and Franzel not only
raised questions regarding
Heidegger's conception of the
West and the nature of his
encounters with non-European
thought. but also pointed 10
problems penaining to the re
lationship between Heidegger's
philosophy and his politics.

In his presentation, "Dialogue/
Monologue/Conversation", Kim
took what has often been hailed
as an example ofa dialogue be
tween "Western" and "Eastern"
philosophy and unveiled the
monological tendencies that
underlie it. In his analysis ofa
dialogue from 1953 Heidegger in
1959) between Heidegger and an
unidenlified Japanese philos
opher. Kim argued that Heid
egger's text is "not about Japan
at all," He examined the osten
sible dialogue as an example of
Heidegger's monological self
assertion, since the Japanese
inlerlocutor is not an cqual par
ticipant in the discussion. but
rather is constructed by Heid
egger himself as a representative
of Japancse thought. Though it
has. at times. been fashionablc to
search for parallels between
Heidegger's thought and Jap
anese philosophy, Kim emph
asized the need to be wary of
such comparisons. In assessing
the difficulties involved in draw-

ing such comparisons, Kim
pointed out the limits of Heid
egger's encounter with "the
East" by noting tendencies in
Heidcgger's philosophical app
roach that rendered him unrecep
tive to foreign or dissenting
voices. Kim here identified a
feature that is not incidental. but
rather central, to Heidegger's
method ofcommunication-the
fact that Heidegger himself con
tinually occupies the privileged,
active position in his "diaogues,"
Moreover, extrapolating from his
studyofHeidegger, Kim provoc
atively suggested that "dial
ogues almost never occur" inso
far as inequalities between the
positions of speakers prevent
truly dialogic encounters.

In his presentation "Hcid
egger's Rhetoric of' We't.,

Franzel also tackled the issue of
the role of communication and
language in Heidegger's thought,
focusing primarily on the con
troversial period of 1933-4, the
time ofHeidegger's most active
involvement with National So
cialiSm. Franzel, who urged us to
both "think with and against
Hcidegger." explored the use of
rhetoric in Heidegger's lectures
and public specches. especially
in his infamous rectoral address

at Freiburggiven in May of 1933.
Franzel related how in attempting
to arouse a mood or affect
(Stimmung) within the listener in
the rectoral address, Heidegger
reduced his listcncrs to passive
objects to be worked upon, Sim
ultaneously, Heidegger cmploys
a rhetoric of calling, the call to
decision, which demands thc
active participation of the listcn
er, The emancipatory moment in
Heidegger is thus attended by a
binding (Bindung) of the speaker
and listeners, the fonnation ofa
community (the "We") through
language, a process which Fran
zel dubs "rhetorical collectiviz
ation." Franzel thus brought to
light a marked tension in Heid
egger's speech. Since the em-

ancipatory call is accompanied
by an authoritarian binding of
the listener to the speaker and to
the other members of the listen
ing community, its political val
ence remains ambiguous. Explor
ing the manner in which the
"Wc" is constructed in Heid
egger's public speeches. Franzel
elucidated the modalities ofHeid
egger's rhetoric and also provid
ed a deeper understanding of the
relationship between I-Ieidegger's
philosophy and his authoritarian
political leanings. -TK.

The second panel of the sympos
ium was entitled "Universals.
Truth, and Consequences."
Presenting papers for this panel
were Pedro Erber and Takeshi
Kimoto. graduate students in the
Department of Asian Studies,
and Amalia Herrmann of the
Department ofGennan Studies.
Naoki Sakai, a Professor in the
departments of Asian Studies
and Comparative Literature, was
the respondent. This panel el
aborated upon the themes of the
first panel, including those of
nationalism. universalism. and
the meaning of"dialogue" be
tween the "West" and "non
West," and it gave rise to an
interesting final discussion.

Pedro Erber opened the panel
with a reading ofHeidegger's
1942 lecture on Parmenides. He
connected Heidegger's thoughts
on the historical transfonnation
of the essence of truth to the
problems of universalism and the
West. He summarized the main
points of the lecture and explain
ed the intimate connection be
tween Heidegger's reading of
aletheia, or "unconcealmenl,"
as the essence of truth in Greece,
and the political and philoso
phical significance of the West.
Through the translation of
aletheia as the Latin veritas
which furthers the tendency,
beginning with Plato, to move
political decisions from the polis
to a different realm-the essence
of truth as unconcealment be
comes entirely concealed and all
trace of truth in the sense of
early Greek thinkers is erased,
Heidegger refers to this trans
lation, in a way that has a highly
charged political significance. as
"imperial," stating that it is the
translation itself that founds the
Roman imperial world and mod
em thought, both of which
reduce truth to adequatio. Erber
closed with a discussion of
Heidcgger's later texts on tech
nology. showing how Heideg
ger's understanding of tech
nology is also dependent on his
reading of the translation of
Greek thought. He suggested
that onc way to challenge the
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Taran Kang is a graduate student
in the Department of History;
Travis Worll'man is a graduate
student in the Department of
Asian Studies.

project. Next, Hennann moved to
the question of responsibility
and Heidegger's non-theological.
non-moral concept ofguilt.
Heidegger thought that
responsibility should nol be un
derstood in terms of cause and
effect. which presents difficult
questions concerning his dedic
ation to the Nazi party and his
refusal to follow other German
scholars in their postwar repen
tances. Finally, Hennann sug
gested that a comparison of
Heidegger's postwar texIS con
cerning responsibility and Tan
abe Hajime's postwar work Phil
osophy of Me/anoetics, which
deals with the question of war
responsibility. yields interesting
similarities and differences.

Naoki Sakai's comments began
with the nolion of the "West" as
a mytheme that was only fairly
recently (during European col
onialism) constructed as some
sort of unity defined in relation
to various opposites (the rest,
Asia, the non-Wesl). He made
detailed comments on each of the
presentations, elaborating on the
questions that each posed and
providing further insights, -TW

and political commitments. She
discussed Heidegger's character
ization of phi losophy as neces
sarily Occidental and European
and his belief that it was through
its confrontation with Asia that
Greek thought was able to
achieve its greatness. She dis
cussed this opposition between
Occident and Orient in the con
text ofGerman political thought
of the I930s, which tended to
equate "Asia" with the Soviet
state, She also discussed Heid
egger's comments concerning his
skepticism as to the use of his
work by Japanese philosophers
and his encounter with a Chinese
scholar who had translated the
Dao De Ching into Italian with
Croce and with whom Heidegger
briefly engaged in a similar

Reinhold Brinkmann. James Edward Ditson Professor of Music
at Harvard University, delivered the annual Donald J. Grout
Memorial lecture at Cornell's music department on March 8, 2004.
In his talk. "Schubert, Linden Trees, And Gennan National
Identity: A Song as Subject of History," Brinkmann traced the
political history in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries of
Franz Schubert's famous Lied, "Oer Lindenbaum." He focused in
particular on how subsequent arrangements of the song for
Miinnerchor simplified its complex hannonic structure to make it
more accessible to the general public, Through the presentation
ofan ideal ofa unified German identity, Gennan Lieder helped to
develop a national consciousness; he cited as an example the use
of"Der Lindenbaum" in conjunction with the celebration of the
"AnschluB" in Austria in 1938. He concluded by examining how
Thomas Mann's use of"Oer Lindenbaum" in Der Zauberberg

Schubert,
Linden
Trees, &
German
National

reflects its history of political appropriation.

Identity:A Song as Subject of History

by space. In place of Heidegger's
"schematism of time," which
Tanabe thinks remains too ab
stract and idealistic, he puts
forward the notion of"world
schema," which is both a the
oretical concept for a spatial
alterity to the temporal subject
and an ethical-practical idea that
moral subjects project toward the
future in a historical movement.
Kimoto ended with a discussion
of the political implications of
each of these philosopher's read
ings ofschematism, focusing on
the problem ofnationalism.

Amalia Hermann's presentation
centered on Heidegger's under
standing of the relationship
between the West and the East
and how this understanding af
fected his philosophical insights

Naoki Sakai, Amalia Herrmann, Pedro Erber, and Takeshi Kimoto during the
second panel, ·Universals, Truth, and Consequences·

idea of the Occident put forward
in Heidegger's texts is to ques
tion the extent to which he treats
language as the determining fac
tor in historical transformation.

Takeshi Kimoto's paper focus
ed on a comparison between
Heidegger's reading of Kantian
schematism in "Kant and the
Question of Metaphysics" and
the criticism ofthis reading by
Kyoto School philosopher Tan
abe Hajime. He explained that
although Heidegger and Tanabe
shared simi lar concerns. they
differed in many important res
pects, especially in their respect
ive readings of Kant. He argued
that both Heidegger and Tan
abe's philosophies could be
properly called universalistic a
nd thal this universalism had
important consequences for their
understanding of politics and
political praxis. Heidegger's read
ing of Kant was based on an
assertion that Kant was the
philosopher whose thinking led
him, however unconsciously,
to the problem oftemporality.
According 10 Heidegger. temp
orality is an ecstatic movement
(a pure self-affection) that makes
possible transcendental imagin
ation. and schematism is an
occurrence of transcendence in
which sense is made. Kimoto
then discussed Tanabe's criti
cism of Heidegger in his essay
"From the Schematism of'Time'
to the Schematism of'World.· ..
At the heart of Tanabe's critique
is the insight that being is deter
mined not only by time, but also
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September 7 - September 24
Erhard Schutz, Neuere deutsche Literatur, Hwnboldt
Universitill. zu Berlin.

October 4 - October 17
H~,ns Gunter ButLer, Institut ftlrGennanistik, Universitat
Giel3en.

November 1 - November 14
Astrid Erll, Collaborative Research Center, Justus
Liebig-University, Giessen.

August 6 - October 5
Insa Hartel, Department ofCultural Studies and Centre
for Feminist Studies, University ofBremen.

The symposium continued with
the second panel. which encom
passed such varied themes as
the philosophy of antiquity.
animal imagery. and Masonic
misogyny. The panel began with
James Webster, a professor in
the DepaJ1ment of Music at
Cornell, presenting his paper
entitled "Enlightenment and
Anti-Enlightenment Readings of
The Magic FlU/e." Webster's
main area of inquiry was an
investigation of how different
parts of the opera III ight contrib
ule or counteract the Enlighten
ment project He proposed a
sharp distinction betwcen events
and actions in the opera as pre
sented on stage and as under
stood or interpreted from within
by the work itself. In discussing
such contrasting elements of The
Magic Flllle as Pamina's nobility
and SaraSlro's misogyny. Web
sler emphasized that the opera
should not be read slrictly fTom
either the Enlighlenment or thc
anti-Enlightenment perspective.

flip-flop between being good and
evil); third, that the motivations
of the charaClers are left un
explained (ifSarastro is a good
guy, why did he imprison
Pam ina?); last, that the story
seems too fairy tale-like for the
grand philosophic message it
seems to carry. In other words,
The Magic FllIle seems to sufTer
not from the lack ofan identity,
bUI rather from too many
identities: it is serious and comic,
it is a Masonic allegory and a
Bildungsromon. Looking at the
surrounding Singspiel tradition,
however, we should resist feeling
uneasy if The Magic Flute occa
sionally appears to be more ora
patchwork than a synthesized
maslerpiece. Zaslaw encouraged
us to recognize that the aspects
that seem to make The Magic
Flure inconsistent or confusing
are lhe same ones that make
Singspiel prosper as a genre:
Singspiel compcted with lhe
surrounding operalic traditions.
and it succeeded preciscly by
borrowing from all of them.

-E.D.

Nicholas Mathew. a fifth year
graduate student in musicology,
gave the second paper, "Music
from Above and Below: The
Utopian Moment of The Magic
Flute." Taking as his starting
point Adorno's assertion that
The Magic Flute represents the
last moment in music history in
which the high and the popular
were unproblematical1y mingled,
Mathew drew an analogy
between the Enlightenment
musical ideal of the Schein des
Bekanntens (appearance of
famil iarity) and Adorno's
analysis ofcommodified music
and its attendant listening
practices. In both Enlightenment
music theory and Adorno's
theory of musical commodities,
composition is progressively
Slandardized, and aesthetic judg
ment concomitantly becomes
little more than recognition.
Mathew maintained that this
parallel goes some way towards
explaining the fact that The
Magic Flute has been so effec
tively co-opled by the culture
industry, a fact atlested by,
among other Ihings, the insid
ious presence of Papageno's
"Vogelfltnger" aria in local super
markets. Yel Mozart's music
manages to be "always already"
familiar while also being unlike
anYlhing else. In the end,
Malhew argued, Mozart en
courages us to "read against the
tune's familiarily." If we question
the "appearance offamiliarily"of
Mozart's most familiar opera. we
might discover a way of hearing
and valuing it that goes beyond
the Beethoven-dominated
discourse of original genius.

Neal Zaslaw. the H. Gussman
Professor of Music al Cornell.
finished the first panel with an
examination of The Magic Flule
and its status as a "great work."
In "Is The Magic: Flute a Mach
werkT he discussed four critic
isms often leveled against the
opera: first. that Ihe librettist
Schikaneder was simply bad.
and that Mozart's music suc
ceeds in spire ofSchikaneder;
second, Ihat the plot is inco
herent (e.g" characters seem 10

inhabits a linguist world in
which he moves between
sentient language and mere
animal sounds. Like Mozart's pet
starling, which imitated the
music it heard. Papageno
survives through imitation and
appropriation oflhe actions of
the fully human characters. His
glockenspiel, for example, can be
seen as an imitation ofTamino's
flute. As half-bird, he lacks
individuality: he resembles the
females of his species, but not a
particular woman, and his
imagined children are simply
more Papagenos or Papagenas.
In Ihe end. Campbell argued. we
can read Papageno's inability to
achieve enlightenment as the
result of his animalistic "lack of
perfectibility."

Visiting Scholars:
Fall 2004

Emily Dolan
Cassandra Campbell

Opera and
Enlightenment:
A Symposium on Mozart's
The Magic Flute

"Opera and En lightcnment: A
Symposium on Mazan's The
Magic Flute" was held in
Lincoln Hall on February 21.
Cassandra Campbell. a third year
graduate student in the Gennan
Studies depanmcnI, presented
the first paper, which was entitled
"Going to the Birds: Avian
Themes and Linguistic Models
in The Magic FlU/e." Campbell
examined the identity of Papa
gena, reading his character as
half-birdJhalf'man and interpret
ing his fatc during the course of
the opera as that oran animal.
Drawing upon Rousseau's the
ory oflanguage, Campbell argu
ed that Papageno. as half-animal.
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enmem with respect to The
Magic Flu/e. The role of music
in the Enlightenment, the diff
erence between the ideals of
Freemasonry and those of the
Enlightenment, and the historical
background of the European
Enlightenment were all topics of
discussion, as well as the nuid
role of the serpent and its pot
ential use in defining Enlight-
enment ideals. -G.G.

Emily Dolan is a graduate
student in the Department of
Music; Cassandra campbell is
a graduate student in the

Department of Gennan
Studies.

Komgold, Wagner, and Mozart,
and contrasting the serpent
conquering operatic figures
Siegfried and Tamino, Steinberg
discussed the serpent's role in
both Jewish iconography and
anti-Semitic figurations. The
serpent. he claimed, has been the
symbol of both good and evil, of
healing and death, and thus is a
mobile object with which to
express an ideology. Steinberg
ended his talk with suggestions
for a complex staging of The
Magic FIII/e, concluding that
one must take care, when dealing
with such complicated works,
"not to answer difficult ques
tions too easily."

The discussion following the
talks focused on the need for
precision in defining the Enlight-

the beauty of her piclUre. only
later appreciating the internal
qualities that allow her to pro
ceed through trials of strength
and wisdom with him. The opera
ends with Tamino's enlighten
ment, as he sings of the joint
virtues of beauty and wisdom.
Tettlebaum also discussed the
role of the nute in both Mozart's
opera and Plato's work, claiming
thai in bOlh cases the nute's
magic helps identify individuals
ready for enlightenment and as
sists them as they pass through
the process of enlightenment.

Michael Steinberg, a professor
in the Department of History.

concluded the symposium with
his paper "Remember the Ser
pem?" Steinberg gave examined
of the role of serpent images in
Gennan art. Canvassing varied
works ranging from Aby War
burg's book on Native American
snake-dancers to the myth of

Laokoon to the operas of

Finding both Slrong Enlighten
ment and anti-Enlightenment
elements in many sections oCthe
opera, Webster concluded lhal
one must distinguish between
the ideals oCthe Enlightenment
and those of Freemasonry, both
of which innuenced Mazan in
the writing of The Magic Flute.

Marianne Tettlebaum. a grad
uate student in Cornell's Depart
ment of Music, began her paper
entitled ';Mozart's The Magic
Flute and the Dilemma ofEn
Iightcnment" by drawing a con
nection between Plato's Sympo
sium and Mozart's opera. She
pointed out that in Plato's work,
wisdom is presented as the goal
of lovc, and that one is drawn
fi"om a Jove of beautiful bodies to
a love of beautiful minds. Tettlc
baum claimed that The Magic
Flute can be read as a discussion
of the value of love similar to that
in Plato's work. The hero of the
opera. Tamino, for example,
speaks of virtue in the be
ginning of the opera but
doesn't understand its
meaning. He then be
gins his romance with
Pam ina by singing about

German Media in a Time of Crisis
On Monday, March I, Dr. Rainer Hank, Editor-in-Chiefof the Sunday Business Section of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeirung, spoke on
"The Gennan Media in a Time of Crisis." Hank argued that the Gennan media is in its deepest crisis since the end of World War Two due
to economic stagnation, the rise of the internet, and the denation ofoverly optimistic expectations from the 1990s. In the late 1990s, the

Gennan media saw tremendous growth, and with it, an increase in
competition. With the burst of the bubble of the new economy, the
media industry entered a major period of stagnation. There are now
forty percent fewer editors in the industry than there were al the
peak of the boom in 2001. In a time of recession, the newspapers
saw a drop in advertisement on all fronts, and the Gennan media
must also try to appeal to a younger population that does not read
newspapers as frequemly.

According to Hank, the crisis of the Gennan media differs from
that of the American media, because it lies not in the consolidation
of media control in the hands ofa few corporations who have much
to lose from a negative portrayal of American imperialist interests,
but rather in the creative challenge of figuring out how to remain
economically viablc. Gennan regulations on the media are more
stringent than those in the United States and attempt to prevent the
widespread culture of mergers and acquisitions pandemic in the
American newspaper landscape. A lively discussion ensued after
the talk, during which members of the audience put forth ideas
about what creative responses to the competition between print and
eletronic media might look like.
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Sean Fran=el is Q graduate
sllldent in the Department of
German Studies.

publicity, among others, are
what one is fighting for. In other
words, Kant was more ofa
revolutionary than is generally
thought. For Kim, then, Kant's
critical rhetorical strategy "takes
place not on the order of phil·
osophy or political theory, but
on that of literature as a mode of
linguistic address in which con·
nict and conlradiction are not
presented as failures of the text
but as an open call to the reader
for interpretation." Kim put forth
the claim that this text of Kant's
must be read against the back·
drop of Prussia's annexation and
partition of Poland to truly grasp
issues at stake in Kant's seem
ingly contradictory intervention
as a public intellectual.

Cementing
Worldviews:
East German Secret
Police Officers, for
Example
On February 13,2004, Andreas
Glaeser, a University ofChicago
sociologist. presented excerpts
from a book-in-progress that
focuses on belief formation and
its relationship to the self·
understanding of officers in the
GDR's secret police. The colloq
uium was entitled "Cementing
Worldviews: East Gennan Secret
Police Officers. for Example."
Discussion leader Dominic Boyer
presented the session as an
attempt at bringing together
scholars in the humanities and in
the social sciences.

Sociologist Andreas
Glaeser presented ex
cerpts from a book-in
progress in his collo·
quium presentation:
Cementing Worldviews:
East German Secret
Police Officers, for
Example

the polysemic nature of language
in communications. as well as the
interdependence of recognition,
corroboration, and resonance.

In an excerpt from a later chap
ter, Glaeser discusses the pro
cesses by which several Stasi
officers came to accept social ism
and subsequently employment in
the secret police. Recognition,
corroboration, and resonance are
at work in the life experiences of
the future officers, particularly in
their encounters with Nazism and
their later communal interactions
under socialism. Positive ident
ifications with socialism eclipsed
any negative forces within their
field of validation. In the con
clusion to his study, Glaeser
subsequently claims that the
eventual failure of socialism oc
curred for episteniic. not econ
omic reasons.

The ensuing discussion fo
cused mostly on the method
ological (such as choice of
examples) and terminological
aspects ofGlaeser's theoretical
mooel.

Martins Masulis is a graduate
sludent in the Deparlmem of
German Studies.

Glaeser offered a model of how
beliefs and understandings
these become validated, arguing
that beliefs and understandings
then go on to govern action. He
preferred to base his model on
the metaphor ofa field rather
than on that of a system, be
cause a field is co-constitutive
and thus less fixed and func
tionally detennined. The three
forces operating within such a
field of validation are recog
nition. corroboration. and res
onance. Recognition relmes to
the validating effects ofcom·
munications with other people,
and corroboration stems from
events and experiences. whereas
resonance describes the inter
action between newly acquired
understandings and those al·
ready in place. Different forces
arc organized differently and arc
of varying significance in the
production of different kinds of
knowledge. According to one
example adduced by Glaser,
mathematicians and philosoph·
ers value coherence (a form of
resonance) more highly than
corroboration, which, in turn, is
of greater importance to natural
scientists. The relative import
ance of the three forces is
determined by "epistemic ideol
ogies and practices": these
organize the field of validation.

Validated understandings
constitute the agency of human
beings. The greater the degree
to which certain beliefs are
validated and free ofdoubt, the
more decisive the resulting
actions. Privileging one force
of validation over another can
therefore have far-reaching
consequences. For Glaeser,
privileging recognition over
corroboration, as in the case of
socialism, can lead to a catas
trophic failure of belief.

Glaeser uses Joseph Conrad's
novel Lucky Jim to illustrate all
three forces in action. He chose
a literary text for this purpose
because the data from the field
are insufficient. Glaeser high
lighted nuances in the applica
tion of the three forces, such as
the importance of authority and

Retrospective:
Spring 2004
Colloquium
Kant and the
Violence of
Perpetual Peace
John Namjun Kim. a graduate
student in the Department of
Gennan Studies, opened the Fall
2003 colloquium series with a
modified chapter from his dis
sertation. The paper was cnlitled
"Kant and the Violence of
Perpetual Peace," Kim inter
rogated Kant's famous text Zilm
Ewigen Frieden for ways in
which Kant employed deceptive
or duplicitous language, calling
such moments acts of rhetorical
violence. He argued thaI Kant
makes a "perfonnative argument
of publicity" in his claims about
the right or lack of a right to
revolution, focusing on differ
ences between Kant's proposit
ional and pcrformative argu
ments about revolution. The
propositional argument is based
on the moral slarus of the secret
planning of the revolutionary.
According to the principle of
publicity, moral standing is
conerred on an act through
public acknowledgement and by
announcing one's intentions out
loud. The scheming revolution
ary betrays publicity, one of the
founding principles of Kant's
liberal thought, because he can
not expose his own revolt to the
wider public.

On the other hand, the perf·
onnative argument of publicity
hinges on the presence of cen
sorship in the absolutist state
and the need to act secretly
during times of oppression.
Kant draws attention to the ex·
istence of secret societies such
as the Free Masons to show that
censorship has unfortunate but
justifiable consequences. One
can act in secret if the ideals of
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Bringing the Passion
Closer to Home:
The Expulsion of
Germans as a
Palestinian Story
On February 27, 2004, Yuliya
Komska (Gennan Studies)
presented a work-in-progress
based on her research into
Sudeten Gennan conceptions of
Heimat. It was called "Bringing
the Passion Closer to Home: The
Expulsion ofGennalls as a Palest
inian SlOry." This work is part of
a larger project that seeks to
consider the story ofGerman
expellees as it is constructed and
re-constructed through particular
narrative representations, both
textual and visual. Komska is
especially interested in the visua
lity of the border region and its
role in ritual and remembrance
(pilgrimage). In the case of the
Sudeten Gennans, Komska wants
to read their appropriations of
other literary and political
cultural models: their usc of
Kafka (as "minor literature")
and, in this colloquium paper in
particular, of the Palestinian
story, which Sudeten Germans
have employed to promote their
cause.

Komska's project addresses
SOurces that are usually ignored
or dismissed, such as fleimal~

blatter produced by the Sudeten
German community. She wants
to read these along with the vis
ual aspects of the border region
(including the architecture of the
shrines/churches and the pas
sion of Christ that marks the
pilgrimage route) as instances
of memory inscribed in land
scape that are never too far re
moved from a larger, intemational
political context (like the Palest
inian story).

These questions lead Komska
to consider the complex nature of
Sudeten German identity, es
pecially as it extends to notions
of Heimal, which becomes con
figured in ways that extend
beyond the geographical spec
ificityofthe land itself and is
defined and circumscribed by

various motifs that include, for
example, the question of the
Palestinians' plight.

A lengthy and productive dis
cussion followed Komska's
preliminary remarks. Questions
addressed the differences in self
and Heimal--eonstructions
within different generations and
asked how the issue of national
belonging may contradict the
expellees' claim to victimhood
(national belonging being us
ually predicated on atonement
for inflicting suffering on others).
Other questions addressed the
part narratives play in producing
historical truth (if any) and the
question of the Passion as a fig
ure for suffering or promise.

Samuel Frederick is a graduate
studenl in the Departmem of
German Sludies.

mannes reht.
The Ambiguities of
Late Minnesang
On AprilS, Dr, Markus Stock,
visiting scholar from the Univers
itll.t GOttingen, spoke on "monnes
reht. The Ambiguities of Late
Minnesang." Dr. Stock spent the
2003-2004 academic year at the
Departmenl ofGerman Studies at
the special invitation ofProfes
sor Arthur Groos. During this
time he worked on his Habili
lotiollSprojekt: "SignalUren des
sp1iteren Minnesangs," which
focuses on the poetry of Burk
hart von Hohenfels and Gottfried
von Neifen. In his paper on
Burkhart's "lch wil die viI guoten
vh~hen," Stock first sketched out
what will doubtless become the
fullest historical account of the
poetics of late Minnesang in
over fifty years. He then focused
on Burkhart's poem specifically
in order to show how his works
test the boundaries and question
the foundations of their genre by
playfully exposing the ambigu
ities of bask elements of
Minnesang. Stock will return to
Cornell on September 25, 2004, to
speak on "Diachronic Topogra
phy. The Entry of Prince Philip

ofSpain into Ghent (1549)" as
part of the Institute for German
Cultural Studies conference on
Topographies oflire Early Mod
ern Ciiy (organized by Professor
ArthurGroos, September 23-25,
2004).

Jeff Turco is a graduate student
in the Department ofGerman
Sludies.

The Essay as Form
& Forum for the
Public Intellectual
On FridaY,ApriI16, Franz Peter
Hugdahl, a graduate student in
the Department ofGennan Stud
ies, presented a paper entitled
"The Essay as Form and Forum
for the Public Intellectual: Ad
omo, Enzensberger, Ilabermas
and Meinhof." The paper adum~
brates the scope of Hugdahl's
Ph.D. dissertation, which deals
with public intellectuals (listed
alphabetically in the title) work
ing within the geographic
boundaries of the Federal
Republic ofGennany during the
period between 1949 and 1977.
This period marks the birth of the
Federal Republic and its "aut
umn," associated with the mult
iple suicides of the remaining
members of the Baader-Meinhof
gang. The essay adresses a
number of important historical
issues and examines the cor
responding interventions of
public intellectuals in West
Germany.

Hugdahl deploys JUrgen
Habcrmas's theorization of the
relationship between the state
and its citizens in the public
sphere as a model to investigate
how intellectuals used the essay
as a way to instigate and engage
public debates. Hugdahl is es
pecially interested in debates
concerning the status of the
public sphere itself, but he also
explores the extreme instances in
which intellectuals have aband
oned confidence in the effective
ness, not only of the essay, but
ofall public discourse to mobilize
change and have resorted to acts

ofterrorism. The intellectuals
included in the paper exhibit a
vast range of perspectives
concerning the appropriate and
most effective style and perform~

ance of the essay in the public
sphere. Some of the obvious
questions concern not only the
form of the essay as an important
genre, but also the reception of
the essay as a medial form and
how it affects how "public op
inion can be formed," a crucial
moment in what JUrgen Haber
mas calls "critical liberalism."

Having developed critical
liberalism as an ideal construct,
Habennas lurns his attention to
the demise of the public sphere,
He notes that the disintegration
of the public sphere is coeval
with the commercialization ofthe
media important for public dis
course. According to Habennas,
this happened during the last
third of the nineteenth century.
The site of political discourse
became a forum for competing
economic interests. Following
Habermas's example ofthe press
as commercialized culture,
Hugdahl writes: "As culture
becomes a commodity, discourse
disappears." Nevertheless, Hug
dahl takes a critical stance in
regard to Habermas's theory of
the public sphere by stating that
Habennas's "monolithic explan
ation of the bourgeois pubic
sphere allows no room for
counterexamples ofoppositional
or counterpublic spheres," going
on to note "[Habennas's) woeful
neglect of the question of the
role of women; the inevitable
tension between the historical
particular and the universal
concept; and IHabennas'sl
Iimited account of media other
than the press."

Theodor W. Adorno maintain
ed a very different view of the
function of the essay in the
public sphere and chose a radic
ally different style for the genre.
He saw the essay as a viable
public space for a discourse on
politics, art, science, and the
responsibility of the public

cominlled on page 14



October 1
Yasemin Yildiz, Graduate student in Gemlan Studies,
Cornell University, "Kafka and Multilingualism"

October 15
Hans Giinter Butzer, Inslitut fLir Gernlanistik. Universitat
Giessen, "Physiologie der Imitation"

October 29
Martin Bernal, Professor Emeritus in Government,

Come II University, "Caneni as Svengali: Direct and Indirect
Memories of Elias Cancni"

December 3
Johannes Von Moltke, German Studies/Film Studies.

University of Michigan. "Crying for the Past: The Melodra
matic Imagination of Postwar Germany"

Memory and
European Integration
While spending a year as a
fellow at the Society for the
Humanities. Max Pensky (Phil
osophy, University orBing
hamton) gave the final paper in
the spring colloquium series. In
his paper entitled "Collective
Memory and European Integra
tion" Pensky explored the role of
historical memory in guiding the
fulUre of Europe. For Pensky. a
specificallyGennan memory
politics both is and is not a pro
mising resource for a larger
European memory politics, and
hence. indirectly, for the contin
ued project of European political
integration. Integration will suc
ceed in part if Europe can find
commonalities to which to ap
peal, and the processing of
shared European experiences of
anti-Semitism, colonialism. and
fascism is a necessary and fruit
ful basis for such commonalities.
Gcnnany's mnional memory
politics-what Pensky calls "a
memory-political system involv
ing a full spectrum ofstate, civil
society, and public sphere actors
and institutions"--ean be seen
as one possible model for this
process of developing a "Euro
pean" historical memory.

Melanie Steiner is a graduate
studetll in the Deparlment of
German Sludies.

tives. and the spontaneously
developing "biotope" that
results from the participation of
the representatives slowly over
grows. or at least changes the
appearance of the words. thus
interfering not only with the
readability of the letters, but,
more importantly, with the "rep
resentational authority and order
ofthe Reichstag." Haake, Rect
anus concluded, successfully
created an altemative space for
public imagination and engage
ment that lead !O the acceptance
ofa diverse and complex social
landscape, thereby undermining
the efforts of unified corporate
culture.
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tics ofpromotional multicultural
ism within the context of populist
politics."
Germany's recent ruptures of

cultural politics relating to
idemity have provided ample
opportunities for artists to chal
lenge corporate sponsorship by
producing indelerminate works
of art. Reclanus particularly
stressed the works of artist Hans
Haake. Haake's perfonnative
Sculplure Oer Bevolkerung
problematizes the notion of
"Volk" and its ideologically-laden
connotations by both referring to
the Reichstag inscription "Oem
deutschen Volke" (which speaks
to a unified national identity) as
well as suggesting lhe inclusion
ofa plurality of peoples lhal
thereby resists the mylh of a
singular German people. The
letters "Oer Bev6lkerung" are
surrounded by the soil provided
for by parliamentary representa-

November 19
Jamie Trnka, Graduate Student in Comparative Literature,

Cornell University, "Hombre Nuevo or Neuer Mensch?

Critical Solidarity with Latin America in East German
Writing"

Fall 2004 Colloquium
September 10
Erhard Schutz, Neuere deutsche Literatur, Humboldt

Universitat zu Berlin. "Vom Asphalt-Sumpfzur Trtimrner

Metropole: Berlin zwischen 1933 lind 1945"

any adopted cultural policies as
signifier for nationallegilimaey,
thereby calling for lhe increasing
fusion of the cultural, the social,
and-through the practice of
corporate funding and privatiza
tion of cultural events-the
economic spheres. Transnational
corporations, working locally via
sponsorship and globally
through corporate identity, have
become a decisive force in in
fluencing and mediating culture,
but also, as Reclanus put for·
ward in his 2002 book Culture
Incorporaled, the target of
subversion and strategic inter
vention by artists that destabilize
the mediation of culture. In his
paper, Rectanus discussed ex
amples ofartisls' intervention
along with the lhree other major
implications of corporate cu1Iural
politics: the museum and global
ization, the significance ofdesign
in exhibitions, and "the aesthe-

Culture
Incorporated:
Museums, Artists,
and Corporate
Sponsorships
OnApril30. 2004. Mark W.
Reelanus (Iowa State University)
presented his paper "Culture
Incorporated: Museums. Artists.
and Corporate Sponsorships."
Like many Olher nalions. Germ-

Page 14

Spring
Colloquium
from page /3

intellectual. Hans Magnus
Enzcnsberger dealt with the
question of the essay and the
public sphere by contributing to
changes in the publishing and
media industries. Enzensbcrgcr
did not consider the essay to be
the only tool for socia-political
change, but asserted that active
participation in the publishing
industry might contribute to a
critique of the industry itself.
Hugdahl suggests that perhaps
Enzensberger's position is similar
to that ofUlrike Meinhof in that
they both assert the impossibility
of po titica I engagement through
literary efforts alone. Meinhof's
methods for political action
finally transcended the possibil
ities ofjoumalism or the publish
ing industry, and she believed
she could only achieve her pol
itical goals through acts of
terrorism. Hugdahl rightly men
tions the fact that Ulrike Mein
hOTS terrorism ultimately incited
an overwhelmingly conservative
backlash rather than popular
support for her political views.
Instead of accentuating Mein
hors political effectiveness as a
terrorist. Ilugdahl is primarily
interested in her contribution as
an essayist in apposition to other
intellectuals in Wesl Germany
who used the essay as a forum
for dialogue within the public
sphere.

Ross Halvorsen is a graduate
sludent in the Departmenl of
German Studies.
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Fall Conference: Topographies of the Early Modern City
Friday, Sept. 24
Morning Program: Nuremberg
9:15
Jeffrey Chipps Smith (University ofTexas)
"Imagining Nuremberg"

10:15
Volker Mertens (Freie Universitllt)
"Subversion and Affirmation in the Shrovetide Play"

11:00
Gert HUbner(Leipzig)
"Lied und Stadt. Leonhard Lechners Licbeslieder"

Afternoon Program: Early Modern Practices of Space
200
Helmut Puff(Michigan)
"The City as a Model: Three-Dimensional Representations of Urban
Space in Early Modem Europe"

300
David Price(SMU)
"Reuchlin and Rome: The Meaning afRame and the Controversy
over Jewish Books"

3:45
Stuart Blumin (Cornell)
"The Encompassing City: vedutismo in Early Modcm Art &Culturc"

Saturday, Sept. 25
Morning Program: Religious Topographies
10:00
Hans-Jochen Schiewer (Freiburg i. BT.)

"Sermons as Short Narratives. Literary Patterns in Urban Context"

11:00
Kirsten M. Christensen (Notrc Dame)
"Mapping Mysticism onto Confessional Cologne"

Afternoon Program: Power and Space
1:30
Eckehard Simon (Harvard)
"Staging the Refonnation in the Nuremberg Carnival"

2:15
Markus SlOck (GOttinggen/Cornell)
"Diachronic Topography. The Entry of Prince Philip of Spain into
Ghent (1549)"

):15
Chris Otto (Cornell)
"Institutional Topography in Sixteenth-Century WUrzburg"

400
Matthias Meyer (Berlin)

"Narrating Chronicles. Late Medieval Viennese Chronicles and their
Reworking by Heimito von Doderer"

DAAD Weekend
Thinking Berlin: Global Cities, German Topographies, Agitated Times
Saturday, October 2,2004 Sunday, October 3, 2004
11:15 9:00
Brian Ladd, Dept. ofHistory/Dept. ofGeography and Planning, Anna Parkinson, Dept. ofGennan Studies, Cornell University
SUNY Albany "E-motion in the City: Feeling History in Contemporary Popular
"What is there to look at in Berlin? Tourist gazes and fixations, Representations of Berlin."
then and now"

IJO
Daniel H. Wild, Dept. of English. University of Pittsburgh
"Imaginingand Imaging Berlin"

2:30
Nathalie Lachance, Dept. ofGennan Studies. McGill University
"On the ongoing destruction of the Potsdamcrplatz: Benjamin,
Bargeld and the new Berlin"

400
Werner Goehner, Dept. ofArchitecture. Cornell University
"Berlin: Between Amnesia. Nostalgia and a Tenuous Future"

700
Film Screenings Berlin Babylon and Berlin is in Germally

10:00
Christine Leuenberger. Dept. ofScience & Technology Studies,
Cornell University
"Psychologists and the Berlin Wall in Dialogue: how Material Culture
can inform Psychological Theories"

11:00
Wolf Kittler, Dept. ofGerman Studies, Cornell University
"Berlin 1949-2000. An Eye WitnessAccount"



Concurrent Workshops
"Curriculum," Discussion leaders: Karl Ulrich Mayer (President.
Max Planck Institulefor Human Development. Berlin. Germany, and
Director. Center for Research 0/1 Inequalities and the Life Course.
Yale University) and Eicke Weber (Material Science. UC Berkeley.
and President Emeritus. AvHAA)

Fall Conference: A German-American Dialogue on

the Future of the University
November 13, 2004

9m
Introductions. Peter U. Hohendahl (DireclOr. InstilUtefor German
Culruraf Studies. Cornell University) and Amim H. Meyburg
(College of Engineering, Cornell University, and Presidem. AvHAA
Cornell Chapter)

9:15
Jeffrey Lehman(President, Cornell University)
"Social Engagement and the Transnational Research University"

"Degrees," Discussion leaders: Kent Fuchs (Dean. College of
Engineering. Cornell Universily) and Dirk Schumann (Deputy
DireclOr; German HistoricallnSlitute. Washington. DC)

10:00
Jilrgcn Mlynek (President, Humboldt Vniversilli! IU Berlin)
"Humboldt's University: Lessons from the Past - Challenges for the
FUlUrc"

"Professoriate," Discussion leaders: Ulrich Grothus (Director; DAAD.
New York. NY) and Dominick LaCapra (History and Comparative
Lilerature, Cornell University. and Former Director; Society for the
Humanilies, Cornell University)

Il:lS
Pauline Yu (President. American Couneil ofLearned Societies)
"Fellows and Fellowships: Supporting Scholarly Research in the
Humanities and the Social Sciences"

12:00
Karsten Voigt (Coordinator. German-American Cooperation.
German Foreign Ministry)
"Gennan-American Relations in the Context of Higher Education"

"Funding/Finance," Discussion leaders: Michael Gtking (President.
Zeil Foundation. Hamburg. Germany) and Davydd Greenwood
(Director; Institute of European Swdies. Cornell Univer~ily)

"Administration" Discussion leaders: Alison Power (Dean oflhe
Graduate School. Cornell University, and Science and Technology
Studies. Cornell University) and Richard Proctor (Medical Microbi
ology. U. ofWisconsin. and President. AvHAA)

4:30
Plenary Panel and Discussion, Moderator: Biddy Martin (Provost.
Cornell UniversilY)

The Institute for German Cultural Studies
Comell University
726 University Avenue
Ithaca, NY 14850

For more information please visit our website: www.arts.comeJl.eduIIGCS.
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