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want to change the world. 
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 61  EZRA MAGAZINE EXTRA   
Biomedical engineering  
professor Shaoyi Jiang, PhD ’93,  
studies how materials that mimic  
water can be used in applications  
from healthcare to ship design. 

  A special insert produced by University  
Relations and the Division of Alumni  
Affairs and Development  
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CU RRENT S  
 13   FOR THE LOVE OF LEMURS  

Erik Patel, PhD ’11, works to save  
endangered primates  

 18   EYES IN THE SKY  
A CIA spy—for the planet 

 20   EQUAL PORTIONS  
Nutrition as a social justice issue 

 22   FOLLOWING THE SCIENCE  
WHO epidemiologist Maria   
DeJoseph Van Kerkhove ’99 

 28   COMING TO TERMS  
ILR explores Native American   
methods of resolving disputes  

 32   BROTHERS & SISTERS  
Seal and Serpent goes coed 

DEPA R  TM ENT S  
 5  FROM MARTHA POLLACK 
 6   FROM THE HILL 
 36   AUTHORS 
 65   CLASS NOTES 
 93   GRAD NOTES 
 94   ALUMNI DEATHS 
 96   CORNELLIANA  

Celebrating CAM 13 32 

38 Weaver of Words 
This spring marks a century since the graduation of one of Cornell’s most celebrated  
alumni authors. E.B. White 1921 is remembered not only for children’s books like  
Charlotte’s Web and  Stuart Little, but also the iconic writing guide The Elements of  
Style—not to mention his decades’ worth of work at the New Yorker. “His literary style  
was as pure as any in our language,” editor William Shawn said of White, whose archive  
is housed in Cornell’s Rare and Manuscript Collections. “It was singular, colloquial, clear,  
unforced, thoroughly American, and utterly beautiful.” 

46 Book Tour 
Literary giants like Kurt Vonnegut ’44 and Toni Morrison, MA ’55, are beloved by readers  
worldwide for their now-classic works of fiction. But dozens of alumni who are writing  
today have also achieved impressive levels of success, from major awards to spots on  
bestseller lists to having their books adapted for the screen. CAM offers a wide sampling  
of titles by these contemporary authors, working in genres from literature to thrillers,  
short stories to nonfiction—plus a roundup of novels set on campus over the decades. 

52  Splendor in the Grass
The Hill is admired far and wide as one of the nation’s most beautiful university campuses.  
Not only is it blessed with natural features like dramatic gorges, but it’s home to myriad  
gardens that offer both visual delights and spots for quiet contemplation amid the  
bustle of academic life. “To me, one of the most wonderful things is the great diversity of  
gardens we have,” says University landscape architect David Cutter ’84, BS ’85. “Whatever  
mood you’re in, whatever you’re looking for, you can definitely find a garden on campus  
to meet your needs.” 

ON THE COVER: BOOK ART BY BARBARA BENNETT; 
PHOTO BY ROBERT BARKER 

ALUMNI PUBS GO DIGITAL   
After more than 120 years in print, this 
issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine is 
the last in its traditional form (see page 
96). Starting this summer, alumni-
focused content will be found on a free, 
online news hub; a print edition will be 
available for subscription. (Details of 
both are currently being finalized.) For 
updates, go to alumni.cornell.edu and 
search for “publication FAQ.” 

Cornell Alumni Magazine (ISSN 1548-8810; USPS 006-902) is published six times a year, in January, March, May, July, September, and November by the Cornell Alumni Association, 401 East State Street, Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 
14850. Subscriptions cost $36 a year. Periodical postage paid at Ithaca, NY, and additional mailing offces. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Cornell Alumni Magazine, c/o Public Affairs Records, 130 East Seneca Street, 
Suite 400, Ithaca, NY 14850-4353. 
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spa 
INNS OF AURORA 

DELIVERED BY 

() raJaJPa 

Deeply rooted in the landscape of the Finger Lakes 

region, the Spa at the Inns of Aurora is dedicated to 

a holistic approach to wellness with two hydrotherapy 

circuits, thoughtfully designed single and co-ed spaces, 

and an extensive menu of therapeutic treatments. 

• 15,000 sq. f. of guest space • seasonally-inspired café 

• 10 treatment rooms • six jetted spa pools 

• co-ed sauna pavilion • salon 
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Race in America 
Tom Jones ’69 answers questions 

Tom Jones ‘69 is the author of “From Willard Straight to Wall Street,” where 
he tells his story as a campus revolutionary who led the armed take over 
of Willard Straight Hall in 1969 and then altered his course over the next 
fifty years to become a powerful leader in the financial industry, including 
high-level positions at John Hancock, TIAA-CREF, and Citigroup. His searing 
perspective as an African American navigating a world dominated by whites 
reveals a father, a husband, a trusted colleague, a Cornellian, and a business 
leader who confronts life with an unwavering resolve that defies cliché and 
offers a unique perspective on the issues of race in America today. 

Tom is the recipient of the Frank H. T. Rhodes Exemplary 
Alumni Service Award, is a Cornell University Trustee 
Emeritus, and has been elected a Presidential Councillor 
by the Board of Trustees. 

Join the conversation! 
• visit Tom’s website 
• subscribe to his mailing list 
• comment on his blog 
• share on social media 

Talking about standardized testing 
(Parts 1 and 2) 

Equality or Equity? 
(Parts 1 and 2) 

This is who we are 

What I love about America 
(Part 1) 

Two more good questions 

Two good questions 

Kenosha and Portland 

A way forward 

Talking about values 

Talking about Race in America 
(Parts 1, 2, 3 and 4) 

tomjones69.com 

https://tomjones69.com
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You DON'T have 
to be into 

CHIPSATS
to give 
to Cornell. 

Chipsats are thin, 1” square chips developed in the lab 

of Mason Peck, professor of mechanical and aerospace 

engineering. This space technology is being applied to improve 

crop production and animal health in Cornell s Initiative for 

Digital Agriculture (digitalagriculture.cornell.edu). 

Photo by John Munson/Cornell University. 

There's something for you at Cornell. 

Make your gift today. 
giving.cornell.edu/give 

https://giving.cornell.edu/give
https://digitalagriculture.cornell.edu
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F R O M  M A R T H A  P O L L A C K  

  
 

Keeping our community safe, together, 
and moving forward has meant reimagining 
just about every aspect of life at Cornell. 

Seeking New Knowledge 
Pursuing Cornell’s mission throughout the pandemic 

Thanks to the incredible commitment 
of our Cornell community, we are 
now coming to the successful end of 

this extraordinary academic year. Keeping 
our community safe, together, and moving 
forward has meant reimagining just about 
every aspect of life at Cornell—tapping the 
creativity and ingenuity of our talented faculty 
and staff, and finding workable solutions to 
the vast array of new challenges this pandemic 
has brought with it. 

As unwelcome as the experiences of this 
past year have been, they’ve also presented us with 
unparalleled opportunities to pursue our academic 
mission of creating new knowledge. They’ve forced 
us to consider anew all the things we’ve always 
done at Cornell—and, in some cases, have led us to 
discover new practices that we may well continue 
even once this pandemic is behind us. 

Moving our classes online made us rethink 
every part of the classroom experience—including 
exams. It isn’t easy to proctor a traditional prelim 
in a virtual classroom, and high-stakes exams 
are always sources of anxiety for our students— 
a particular concern right now. So this 
year, some of our instructors switched 
from a few high-stakes exams to many 
lower-stakes quizzes—and found that, 
for their courses, doing so not only 
simplified proctoring and reduced stress, but 
encouraged students to keep a steady pace in learn-
ing the material. 

While our students overwhelmingly prefer 
in-person instruction in most situations, we’ve 
discovered some exceptions. Especially in large 
lecture courses, a virtual classroom can have advan-
tages: asking a question in Zoom chat can feel less 
intimidating than raising your hand in a room 
with hundreds of people, and some students can 
be reluctant to ask a professor to stop and repeat 
when something isn’t clear. With a recorded lecture, 
you can stop and listen again—and the student who 
gets lost five minutes into a class on differential 
equations doesn’t stay lost for the next forty-five. So 
while we are hoping to largely return to in-person 
instruction this fall, we do expect to continue a 
virtual format for at least some of our larger lectures 

and to continue the use of some online tools, like 
virtual discussion sections and office hours. 

Outside of the classroom, many of the adaptations 
we made for the pandemic have proven so popular, we 
are considering continuing them. Our study space 
reservation app, for example, lets students ensure 
that their favorite study spot will be ready when 
they are. The online socializing activities we 
created for new-student orientation also turned out 
to be a great way for new Cornellians to connect 
before arriving on campus. And while Cornellians 
and Ithacans had learned to accept Move-In Day 
traffic as inevitable, it turns out it wasn’t—and we 
may continue with a more relaxed, extended move-
in timeline in the future. 

Telehealth and teletherapy, which we had begun 
to pilot through Weill Cornell Medicine even 
before the pandemic, have enabled us to improve 
accessibility of care.  Moving most of our staff 
to remote work for the last year has taught us a 
great deal about what work can, and can’t, be done 
remotely—and led us to begin exploring approaches 
to hybrid work where that can be done effectively. 
And we’ve found that much of the work we used to 

travel for—to symposia, or for collaboration, or for 
departmental reviews or site visits—can be done 
virtually. Eliminating travel that isn’t essential not 
only saves on time and cost, but also reduces our 
carbon footprint, which is a major consideration 
for us at Cornell. 

Finally, the need to move most of our events to 
virtual ones has opened doors to alumni engage-
ment in a way that has been one of the silver linings 
of this entire pandemic. If you haven’t yet, take a 
look at the incredible range of virtual lectures, webi-
nars, panel discussions, and exhibits available at 
events.cornell.edu. And while we’ll miss welcom-
ing alumni to Ithaca this summer, I hope to see 
all of you—no matter how far you might be from 
Ithaca—at our virtual Reunion on June 11 and 12. n 

— Martha E. Pollack 
president@cornell.edu PH

O
TO

: J
AS

O
N 

KO
SK

I/
UR

EL
 

M AY  | J U N E  2 02 1  5

mailto:president@cornell.edu
https://events.cornell.edu


6 C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  M A  G A Z I N E  

C A M P U S  N E W S

MJ21_fth_PROOF_5_JBOK_revise.indd  6MJ21_fth_PROOF_5_JBOK_revise.indd  6 5/4/21  4:19 PM5/4/21  4:19 PM

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
From the Hill 
With Vaccine, Fall Could Approach Normalcy 

In early April, Cornell announced that students returning to 

the Ithaca, Geneva, and Cornell Tech campuses for the fall 

2021 semester must be vaccinated against COVID-19—making 

it one of the frst universities nationwide to require the shot. 

“Medical and religious exemptions will be accommodated,” 

President Martha Pollack and Provost Michael Kotlikoff said 

in a statement, “but the expectation will be that our campuses 

and classrooms will overwhelmingly consist of vaccinated indi-

viduals, greatly reducing the risk of infection for all.” As they 

explained, those who can’t access the vaccine prior to arriving 

on campus, or whose vaccination is not recognized by New York 

State, will be expected to receive it soon after arrival, a process 

that the University will facilitate. “Although we all appreciate 

that the COVID-19 pandemic is not over and that we must remain 

vigilant around public health measures to protect ourselves and 

our community,” they said, “there is reason to be hopeful as we 

plan for the future.” 

Pollack and Kotlikoff also outlined a three-tiered plan for 

instruction this fall; which version is implemented will depend 

on the vaccination rate within the campus community. Offcials 

are aiming for herd immunity, which would allow for in-person 

classes without regular online options. If the rate is above 50 

percent but has not reached herd immunity as defned by pub-

lic health offcials, classes will still be held in person, but with 

enhanced safety measures including mask wearing, special 

seating, additional ventilation, and surveillance testing. And 

if the rate is below 50 percent—a situation that the University 

considers unlikely—“we will begin the semester in de-densifed 

classrooms, with a mix of instruction modes similar to the cur-

rent semester, until critical thresholds have been met,” they 

said. “Once suffcient herd immunity is reached, we will fully 

institute in-person classroom instruction across all campuses.” 

During spring 2021, the University’s efforts at containing 

the virus have been largely successful, with the alert level rising 

from green (“new normal”) to yellow (“low to moderate risk”) 

only twice, for roughly two weeks each. The largest disruption 

came in late March, when—in the midst of the second yellow 

alert—the MBA program temporarily went entirely virtual due 

to a COVID outbreak traced to gatherings for St. Patrick’s Day. 

BRIGHTER DAYS AHEAD: 
Students on the Ag Quad 
this spring semester 

Tuition Sees Smallest Rise in Decades 
The Board of Trustees has set tuition for 2021–22, with an increase 

of 2.9 percent over current rates—the smallest hike that the 

University’s endowed side has seen in more than half a centu-

ry. Before fnancial aid, undergrads in the endowed colleges and 

out-of-staters in the statutory (or “contract”) colleges will pay 

$60,286, while New York residents in the statutory schools—CALS, 

Human Ecology, and ILR—will pay $40,382. In announcing the 

rates, the University noted that for the 2022 fscal year, it will con-

tinue to meet the full fnancial needs of all undergrads, regardless 

of economic uncertainties caused by the pandemic. “We knew that 

this was potentially a crisis with a two- or three-year tail,” said 

Jonathan Burdick, vice provost for enrollment. “So we’re ready 

in the coming year to continue to meet need. And if more need is 

identifed, we are committed to matching it.” 

PH
O

TO
: J

AS
O

N 
KO

SK
I/

UR
EL

 



M AY  | J U N E   2 0  2 1  7 

MJ21_fth_PROOF_5_JBOK_revise_3.indd  7MJ21_fth_PROOF_5_JBOK_revise_3.indd  7 5/4/21  5:09 PM5/4/21  5:09 PM

         

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
  

~ i:~/ 
~>--

‘Atkinson Hall’ Will Rise on the Hill 
A new multidisciplinary academic building is set to be built on 

Tower Road, housing research in such areas as sustainability, 

public health, cancer biology, immunology, and computation-

al biology. Made possible through a $30 million gift from David 

Atkinson ’60 and Patricia Atkinson, the four-story, 90,000-square-

foot structure (seen above in a rendering) will be located adjacent 

to Rice and Bruckner halls, overlooking Cornell Botanic Gardens. 

It will include space for the existing Cornell Atkinson Center for 

Sustainability (for which the Atkinsons provided a naming gift of 

$80 million in 2010) as well as several new initiatives including a 

master of public health program and an immunology center. The 

building will be designed by Texas-based Lake Flato Architects, 

recently named the nation’s top frm by Architect magazine. 

‘Touchdown confrmed.’ 
— NASA engineer Swati Mohan ’04, announcing 
from mission control that the rover Perseverance 

had landed safely on the surface of Mars 

Wrestling Legend Headed to Olympics 
Kyle Dake ’13, a two-time world champion wrestler and Big 

Red phenom, has qualifed for his frst Olympic Games. In this 

spring’s Olympic trials, the Ithaca-area native defeated a fellow 

world champion—2012 Olympic gold medalist Jordan Burroughs— 

in the men’s freestyle seventy-four-kilogram fnals to represent 

the U.S. in the postponed Tokyo games, to be held this summer. 

Dake (seen above after winning the 2018 World Championship 

in Budapest, Hungary) made Big Red history by winning titles 

each of his four years on the Hill—in four different weight class-

es. His Olympic appearance will mark the frst by a former Cornell 

wrestler in nearly six decades. 

R + D 
To show how atomically thin materials 
can form themselves into 3D objects, two 
CU physicists have created the world’s 
smallest self-folding origami bird (right), 
measuring just 60 microns wide. 

Female veterinarians earn less than their 
male counterparts, researchers in the Vet 
college have found—with an annual difference of around $100,000 
among the top quarter of salaries. 

Isolation has profound effects on the 
brains of paper wasps (left). Researchers 
in neurobiology and behavior found that 
these social insects, who can recognize 
the faces of their peers, lose that ability 
when reared in solitude. 

In a survey of more than 300 residents 
of Flint, Michigan, researchers from Cornell and the University of 
Michigan found that the city’s water crisis is linked to widespread 
physical problems, including elevated lead levels and skin rashes,  
as well as mental health issues such as 
depression, anxiety, and PTSD. 

Thanks in part to data from the Lab of 
Ornithology’s eBird project, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service recently tallied 316,708 
bald eagles (right) across the forty-eight 
contiguous states—quadruple the number 
noted in its previous survey a decade ago. 

Ceremonies Planned for Class of ’21 
While this year’s celebration of new graduates won’t look like a typ-

ical Commencement, it will be held in person. In April, President 

Pollack announced that Schoellkopf Stadium will host the festiv-

ities for the Class of 2021 on Memorial Day Weekend—but to keep 

density low, a series of smaller ceremonies will be held instead of 

one large one, and only two guests per student will be allowed to 

attend. “We are considering a variety of formats, and fnal deci-

sions will be informed by New York State guidance,” she wrote, 

“but we will include elements of both our traditional stadium cer-

emony and new elements designed to highlight the very special 

nature of this year’s event.” 

The ceremonies will honor undergrads and graduate and pro-

fessional students in Ithaca-based programs who are completing 

degrees in May, or who did so in August or December 2020. Those 

who don’t live locally will be offered accommodations in a resi-

dence hall free of charge. Family and friends can also view the 

ceremonies via livestream, and recordings will be made avail-

able afterward. Convocation, traditionally held the day prior to 

Commencement, will be fully virtual. 

In her announcement, Pollack also detailed plans to honor the 

Class of 2020, which did not have a Commencement. They include 

a celebration on the Sunday of this year’s Virtual Reunion; an in-

person event for 2020 grads and their families in Ithaca during 

Homecoming 2021; and a “singular 5th Reunion” in 2025. 
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Ithaca Beer to Take CTB Spot 
The corner restaurant space that serves as an informal gateway to 

Collegetown—long home to Collegetown Bagels (CTB)—will soon 

host another iconic local brand. Last summer, the building at the 

corner of College and Oak avenues that housed CTB and other 

businesses was demolished for redevelopment, and CTB relocat-

ed across the street. As of August, the new building (seen above 

in a rendering) is slated to host a second outpost of Ithaca Beer 

Company, offering a full-service restaurant as well as libations. 

It will continue the tradition of outdoor dining in the high-profle 

spot, with a smaller version of the popular beer garden and eat-

ery at the company’s headquarters off Route 13. Co-owned by 

Mari Rutz Mitchell ’98, MS ’03, Ithaca Beer has been in business 

for more than two decades, producing a variety of ales, lagers, 

and non-alcoholic sodas. 

‘We basically threw everything
at the vaccine.’ 

— Avery August, professor of microbiology and immunology, 
describing the development process during a Q&A 

about the science of COVID-19 immunization 

On Campus, Cannabis Is Off Limits 
While New York State has legalized recreational marijuana for 

adults aged twenty-one and over, it will still not be permitted on 

the Hill. In April, University executive vice president and CFO 

Joanne DeStefano, MBA ’98, issued a statement reminding the 

campus community that Cornell “is subject to federal laws that 

expressly prohibit the possession, use, or distribution of cannabis 

on University property or as part of University-sponsored events.” 

Stated DeStefano: “The Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act 

and the Drug-Free Workplace Act both condition Cornell’s receipt 

of all federal funding—including support for research and student 

fnancial aid—on the University’s implementation of programs 

and policies to prohibit the use of any illegal drug.” 

Giving Day Tops $10 Million 
The seventh annual Giving Day—a twenty-four-hour fundraiser 

held in mid-March—raised a record-breaking $10,040,921 to sup-

port Cornell students, programs, and research. More than 14,400 

donors contributed, representing all ffty states plus Puerto Rico 

and Washington, D.C., as well as nearly eighty countries. The 

Athletics and Physical Education Annual Fund topped the leader-

board, with more than $3.3 million from upwards of 5,000 donors. 

Give My Regards to . . .
Tese Cornellians in the news 

Composer Roberto Sierra, the Old Dominion 
Foundation Professor in the Humanities, and 
J. Meejin Yoon, BArch ’95 (left), dean of the 
College of Architecture, Art, and Planning, 
elected to the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters. 

Alexander Chung ’21, Anjan Mani ’23, and 
Felipe Santamaria ’23, who saved the life of 

a man who fell into Cayuga Lake’s forty-degree water in March. 

Seth Harris ’83 (right), named to the National 
Economic Council, where he will serve as President 
Joe Biden’s top labor adviser. 

Charles Feeney ’56, founding chairman of the 
Atlantic Philanthropies and the University’s most 
generous donor, the inaugural recipient of its 
Charles F. Feeney ’56 Lifetime Achievement Award 

for Entrepreneurship and Humanity, created 
“to honor successful entrepreneurs who have 
dedicated their lives to giving back.” 

Andrew Karolyi (left), named dean of the 
College of Business. He had been the acting 
dean since Kevin Hallock stepped down in 
March; he will now serve out Hallock’s term, 
which ends June 30, 2024. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

SEPTEMBER 17-18 

Reconnect with your Cornell family. 

#CornellHomecoming  homecoming.cornell.edu 

Details coming soon. 

https://homecoming.cornell.edu
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FUN WITH FRIENDS: The University offered a host of outdoor activities—from sports to games to arts and crafts—during March Wellness Days. The event was an alternative to 
Spring Break, which was not part of the campus calendar this year due to the need to discourage travel during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Welcoming the Class of 2025 
In the midst of what Shawn Felton, Cornell’s executive director of  

undergraduate admissions, calls “a year like no other” for college  

recruitment, the University admitted 5,836 students to the Class  

of 2025. They hail from forty-nine U.S. states (all but Wyoming) as  

well as Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and  

Guam; based on citizenship, they represent 113 countries. About  

34 percent self-identify as underrepresented minorities and 59   

percent as students of color. With campus closed to visitors due  

to the pandemic, recruitment has been all virtual; those admitted  

received an invitation to join CUontheHill, an online hub where  

they can chat with current students, alumni, faculty, and staff.  

TO COIN A PHRASE 

The family of the late Neil Krieger ’62 has launched a
campaign to get “orbisculate”—a word he invented as a
freshman—into the dictionary. What does it mean? 

a) Studying so long that you can’t see straight 
b) Accidentally squeezing citrus juice into your eye 
c) Sharing a romantic kiss under a full moon 
d) Obsessively saving foil by rolling it into a ball : B RE W S N A 

Did You Know . . . 
That a student foodie has more  
than two million followers on  
TikTok? Jeremy Scheck ’22
(left), a double major in Spanish  
and Italian in the College of  
Arts & Sciences, creates wildly  
popular cooking lessons on the  
micro video platform. The vid-
eos—showcasing a wide variety  
of cuisines—are an offshoot of  
his food blog, scheckeats.com,  
which he started when he was a   
sophomore in high school. 

 

Dorms Honor Alums, Cayuga Nation 
The names of three of the fve dorms 

in the North Campus Residential 

Initiative were announced this 

spring. Two will honor alumni: 

Nobel Prize-winning scientist 

Barbara McClintock 1923, PhD 1927 

(far left), and Chinese scholar and 

diplomat Hu Shih 1914 (above right). The third will be called 

Ganedago: (pronounced Gah-NEN-dah-go)—the ancestral name 

for the land on which Cornell is built, in the language of the 

indigenous Cayuga Nation. The names of the other two dorms 

were unveiled last fall; they’ll each honor late alumnae, 

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54 and novelist 

Toni Morrison, MA ’55. 
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Thank you, 1865 Society members. 
Your gift each year supports our mission 
of learning, discovery, and engagement. 

STEADFAST SUPPORTERS 
 ARE THE FOUNDATION OF CORNELL. 

WE SALUTE YOUR LOYALTY 
BY RECOGNIZING YOU 

AS MEMBERS OF THE 1865 SOCIETY. 

giving.cornell.edu 
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Cornell University 

“ Betty’s family helped to 
make sure her bequest 
would support the things 
she loved.” 

Elizabeth Miller Francis ’47 

Betty’s love of travel fostered a passion for 
animals, the protection of our planet, and the 
broad expression of art in human habitats. 
To translate these loves into Cornell support 
Betty established endowed funds to support 
student researchers doing fieldwork and to 
support annual art exhibitions at Cornell. 

To advise Cornell of your bequest intentions 
or to explore gift planning, contact: 

Trusts, Estates, and Gift Planning 
800.481.1865 
gift_planning@cornell.edu 
giftplanning.giving.cornell.edu 

Strategic financial 
planning for your 
Cornell philanthropy 
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C U R R E N T S  
F A C U L T Y  R E S E A R C H   •   C A M P U S  L I F E   •   A L U M N I  S T O R I E S  

Doctoral alumnus has 
devoted his career 
to protecting the 
endangered primates 

FOR THE LOVE OF 

LEMURS
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Erik Patel’s fascination with lemurs 
has the lowliest of origin stories: 
he frst encountered the arboreal 

primates on a 2000 trip to Madagascar, 
when he volunteered to gather fecal 
samples for a fellow grad student’s 
research project. “I signed up to help 
collect poo—and I had a great time,” the 
2011 PhD alum recalls with a laugh. “And 
I was blown away by how many differ-
ent species of lemurs there were on one 
island.” Patel—who also recorded lemur 
calls for the Lab of Ornithology’s natural 
sounds library on that memorable excur-
sion—went on to devote his doctoral work 
in biological psychology to the animals. 
He returned to Madagascar annually › 

SPECIES IN PERIL: The rare silky sifaka lemur in its 
natural habitat, a rainforest in Madagascar 
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‘Lemurs are completely helpless about what happens to their 
habitat—and it doesn’t seem right, because they didn’t do 
anything wrong,’ Patel says. ‘They’re just trying to survive.’ 
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C U R R E N T S  

for lengthy field work stints and eventually became an authority 
on one of the most critically endangered lemur species: the silky 
sifaka, which Patel calls “among the rarest animals in the world.” 

Today, Patel is conservation and research director of the Lemur 
Conservation Foundation (LCF), a nonprofit based in Florida and 
Madagascar that works to save the primates—whose roughly 
115 species are found in the wild only in that island nation, 
a former French colony 250 miles off the coast of East Africa 
where economic, political, and other forces 
have had dire impacts on wildlife. “When 
I started work in Madagascar, only 65 
percent of lemur species were threatened 
with extinction; now we’re at 98 percent,” 
Patel notes. “Lemurs are completely help-
less about what happens to their habitat—and it doesn’t seem 
right, because they didn’t do anything wrong. They’re just trying 
to survive. But due to forces out of their control, they might not.” 

Since 2001, Patel’s work 
has been based in Marojejy 
National Park, a roughly 
200-square-mile refuge in 
northeastern Madagascar 
whose rugged, mountain-
ous terrain is home to the 
silky sifaka. While the 
park—which is reached 
by several days of tough 
trekking—is officially a 
protected area for them 
and other lemurs, they 
still face threats there. 
Widespread poverty drives 
a trade in illegal bushmeat 

hunting and trapping, and slash-and-burn agriculture for rice 
cultivation has encroached on Marojejy’s borders. Due in part 
to political corruption as well as a severely underfunded parks 
system with few resources for enforcement, exotic rosewood 
trees have been illegally logged, destroying habitat. And as Patel 
notes, “There’s no question that climate change has been and 
is affecting lemurs”—not only impacting their food sources 
and living conditions but potentially driving them outside the 

boundaries of protected areas. “Climate change seems like it 
may be more pronounced on small land masses like Madagascar 
than on larger continents,” Patel observes. “It’s common knowl-
edge that people there are planting at different times of the year 
than they used to, and rains are shifting.” 

After earning his doctorate, Patel continued his research and 
conservation efforts in Madagascar as a postdoc at Duke Lemur 
Center; part of Duke University in North Carolina, it’s one of 
the world’s leading facilities for lemur research and breeding. At 
LCF (on whose board he served before joining the staff in 2016), 
Patel’s work to protect lemurs is multi-faceted—targeting not 
just the animals themselves but the root causes of the threats 
they face. One of those is human overpopulation, which exac-
erbates poverty and drives both illegal bushmeat consumption 
and forest clearing for agriculture: in the two decades that Patel 
has been working in Madagascar, the population has grown 
from 16 million to 26 million—a figure that the U.N. predicts 
will double by 2050. Since those increases are driven in part 
by a lack of available birth control, LCF partners with a group 
that sends nurses to offer education sessions and implantable 
contraception; the program, Patel says, has been highly popular 
and successful in the region around Marojejy, where residents 
often struggle to feed their large families. 

LCF has also supported efforts at reforestation—planting some 
25,000 trees annually—and has promoted alternative ways for 
people to make a living and produce food, such as fish farm-
ing and yam cultivation. At its U.S. facility about seventy miles 
southwest of Tampa, Florida—which features acres of fenced 
forest where the animals can roam—it also breeds five species 
including the red ruffed lemur, the mongoose lemur, and the 
ring-tailed lemur. (The latter, the national animal of Madagascar, 
is familiar to fans of the eponymous animated films—whose 
characters include the dance-crazy lemur King Julien XIII, voiced 
in the original by Sacha Baron Cohen.) But unfortunately, the 
silky sifakas—whose numbers in their native Marojejy have 
fallen to the hundreds—are not among the species able to be 
bred at LCF or in other managed programs. “They’re a more 
challenging species to breed outside their natural habitat, and 
they don’t do well in zoos,” Patel explains, noting that a major 
obstacle is that their health is dependent on a highly diverse diet 
of indigenous flora. “In the rainforest, they might eat a hundred 
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different foods,” he says. “How do we do that in Florida?” 
An Illinois native, Patel holds a bachelor’s degree in psychol-

ogy from Indiana’s Earlham College and a master’s in biological 
anthropology from the University of California, Berkeley; he 
came to Cornell planning to study primate vocalizations before 
falling for lemurs during that 2000 trip. When he returned to 
Madagascar the following year—this time to Marojejy—he and 
his research assistant grappled with living conditions that were 
several notches below rustic, with little in the way of infrastruc-
ture. “We kept running out of food—and we couldn’t find any 
animals,” Patel says, recalling his early days of struggling to 
study the silky sifakas. “But there are very few large, charis-
matic, day-active primates that haven’t been studied yet, and 
that was the case for these guys. And they were the flagship › 

WILD KINGDOM 
(clockwise from top): 
A view of Marojejy 
National Park; a red-
bellied lemur, another of 
Patel’s study subjects; 
Madagascar on the map; 
Patel in the rainforest; 
and an ad for a BBC 
documentary featuring 
Patel with a silky sifaka 
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‘A lot of people see ecotourism as one of the 
big hopes for Madagascar,’ says Patel, ‘and 
one of the big hopes for lemurs.’ 

 
 

 

C U R R E N T S  

SUNSHINE STATE: At its facility in Florida, the Lemur Conservation Foundation 
breeds five species including (from top) the mongoose lemur, the red ruffed lemur, 
and the ring-tailed lemur—the latter being the type most familiar to the general 
public, thanks to their presence in zoos and in the Madagascar animated films. 

animal—not just for this national park but for the entire region; 
when you’d fly into the airport, you’d see a big picture of the 
silky sifaka. And I thought, That’s pretty special; people come 
here just to see this animal. That made it worth investing all 
the time it took to work in that difficult place.” 

Eventually, after two long months of tramping through the 
rainforest, they finally sighted a group of silky sifakas. “They 
would flee from us, and they’d be alarm calling the whole time,” 
Patel remembers. “But lemurs habituate to the presence of 
humans much more quickly than other primates—with great 
apes it can take five years—and that made our job much easier. 
Within a few months, we started finding them fairly regularly. 
They stopped alarm calling and started treating us like we didn’t 
exist. It was a huge relief.” 

In the intervening two decades, Patel and his colleagues— 
including staff drawn from the local community—have vastly 
expanded the research infrastructure in the park. That has not 
only provided employment for area residents, he says, but played 
an essential role in supporting ecotourism—starting with the 
fact that the researchers’ presence in Marojejy helped accustom 
the silky sifakas to humans, so they wouldn’t hide from visi-
tors eager to spot them. “A lot of people see ecotourism as one 
of the big hopes for Madagascar and one of the big hopes for 

lemurs, because it provides a way for local people to earn money,” 
Patel says. “That’s especially true at our park: to get there you 
usually hire a cook, a guide, two silky sifaka trackers, and ten to 
twenty porters to carry all the supplies up to the different camps. 
Unlike in many other parts of Madagascar, you can’t go in and see 
lemurs in an hour or two and then exit the park.” 

Despite those challenges, Patel says, ecotourism was thriv-
ing in Marojejy—until the COVID-19 pandemic devastated the 
global travel industry. It also forced Patel, who normally spends 
three to four months a year in Madagascar, to miss the 2020 
research season; now that an end to the pandemic seems in 
sight, he hopes to return no later than this August. In the mean-
time, he says, local staff have been making the most of the 
downtime by renovating campsites and other infrastructure for 
research and tourism, in preparation for when travel can resume. 
They’ve also stepped up park patrols to locate and destroy bush-
meat traps as well as illegally planted vanilla plots that harm 
habitat—ways in which desperate residents try to earn a living, 
but at the expense of endangered lemurs. “The silky sifakas 
are very peaceful, beautiful animals; it’s just nice to be around 
them,” Patel observes. “They don’t fight very often, they play a 
lot, they’re incredibly acrobatic, they’re fun to watch. Once every 
five or ten years we capture the group for health checks—and 
when you actually hold one in your arms, it’s just over. They’re 
warm, they’re soft and fuzzy. They’re just the sweetest things.” n 

— Beth Saulnier 
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EYES IN THE SKY 
Years after spearheading the secret use of CIA spy satellites
to study climate change, an alumna goes public 

For decades, Linda Zall ’72, PhD ’76, led a project that 
produced a steady fow of scientifc breakthroughs about 
climate change, helping to solidify evidence that human 

activity was causing the planet to heat up. But because it relied 
on top-secret images created by U.S. spy satellites, the proj-
ect’s full scope was long classifed—and until recent years Zall, 
a high-level CIA scientist, kept the extent of her role a closely 
guarded secret. “I couldn’t talk to anybody,” she recalls. 
“Sometimes things would leak and reporters would call 
CIA public affairs to talk to me, but I never would.” 

Zall retired in 2013 but remained reluctant to talk 
about her work, until she began to realize that many of the scien-
tists who had collaborated on the project were dying without ever 
having received the recognition they deserved. Says Zall: “I just 
felt the story needed to be told.” And so she’s been telling it—in 
a TV documentary that ran in Europe in early 2017, to a veteran 
New York Times science reporter who wrote a long profle of 
her this past January, and as part of an upcoming book (which, 
perhaps true to old habits, she declines to discuss in detail). 

Stepping forward has also 
led her to refect on a long 
and exciting career that took 
her from Ithaca to Alaska, 
Washington to Moscow. 

Zall grew up in Western 
New York, moving to Ithaca 
when she was in high school 
so her father, Robert Zall, 
PhD ’68 (later a professor 
of food science at Cornell), 
could pursue his doctoral 
studies. Her own time on 
the Hill, where she studied 
environmental systems 
engineering in CALS as 

an undergrad, coincided with a tumultuous period that included  
anti-war protests and the 1969 takeover of Willard Straight Hall.  
“Cornell was where I was exposed, for the frst time, to ideas,” she  
recalls. “This was the Sixties, and I was a very sheltered, young  
Jewish girl. It was like an overload of the intellectual senses for   
someone like me, and it changed my life.” 

Another transformative experience was taking an aerial  

photography class taught by engineering professor Donald 
Belcher, who had used the medium to locate choice sites for 
Brazil’s new capital city and for the Arecibo Observatory in 
Puerto Rico. The course, Zall says, spurred in her an “addiction 
to looking at the world from above.” She went on to do research 
under Belcher as a doctoral student in civil and environmental 
engineering, including aerial reconnaissance of the permafrost 
that informed construction of the Alaska Pipeline. Afterward, 
she took a job with the Earth Satellite Corporation (EarthSat), a 
Washington, D.C.-based company that was pioneering the use 
of commercial observation satellites. It was exciting, but Zall 
had a nagging sensation that she was missing out. “There was 
a section in my company that was working with the CIA,” she 
recalls. “I was never allowed in that part of the building, but I 
knew the people and I knew they were working on really cool 
things. They were working with satellites that were much better 
than what I was looking at—high resolution spy satellites. And 
the only way I could get my hands on them was to join the CIA. 
That’s why I joined—I wanted to look at the good stuff.” 

Zall entered the agency in 1985, when the USSR was still its 
top concern. Her highly classifed work would involve improv-
ing the CIA’s ability to watch Moscow from space and acting 
as a liaison to a secretive group of elite scientists, known by 
the code name JASON, that advises the U.S. government. But 

  Zall says a CU class in aerial photography spurred 
an ‘addiction to looking at the world from above.’ 
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as the Soviet Union began to crumble, she took on a 
new mission—one that would prove more challenging, 
and more important, than anything she’d done before. 

It began with a letter from Al Gore, then the junior 
senator from Tennessee. One of the frst members of 
Congress to become alarmed about what was then 
known as “global warming,” Gore wrote to the CIA 
director in 1990 asking whether the agency’s satellite 
data could be used to study the changing climate. Its 
leadership was at frst nonplussed; turning their feet 
of powerful satellites on rainforests and polar ice caps 
made little sense to spies who were focused on keep-
ing the Russians in check. But a U.S. senator couldn’t 
be ignored, so they passed the mission on to Zall. 
While she didn’t know much about climate change, 
she recalls, “I probably knew more than most people 
at the CIA—but I certainly wasn’t an expert.” 

She soon became one, however—as the fall of the 
Soviet Union in 1991, and Gore’s election to the vice presidency the 
following year, elevated the priority of the mission, which was 
dubbed MEDEA (a nod to the mythical origins of the JASON 
moniker). MEDEA’s scale grew quickly, as Zall recruited seventy 
scientists from inside and outside the CIA to analyze satellite 
images dating back to 1960. In addition to leading the scientifc 
work, she had to navigate the fraught internal politics of federal 
agencies and advocate for the use of resources that had historically 
been intended for defense and spycraft rather than environmen-
tal research. “I had to fght like a madwoman,” she says. “This 
could have easily been done in a very sloppy, superfcial way, and 
I wasn’t going to let that happen. I think Cornell put a spirit in 
me that never left.” 

After the Cold War ended, Zall made several trips to Russia, 
working with the U.S.’s former enemy to broaden the dataset 
available to science. In 1995, President Bill Clinton signed an 
executive order releasing more than 800,000 formerly classifed 
spy satellite images, a move informed by the MEDEA project and 

which led to further scientifc discoveries. Ultimately, MEDEA’s 
data contributed to hundreds of scholarly papers related to envi-
ronmental change, on such topics as the retreat of the Bering 
Glacier in Alaska and the deterioration of the West Antarctic 
Ice Sheet—something that many doubted could ever occur until 
satellite images proved it was already happening. 

Along the way, politics were always a factor: the project was 
sidelined during the George W. Bush administration, which 
downplayed the threat of climate change, then reinvigorated 
under President Barack Obama before fnally being disbanded 
in 2015. (When Mother Jones magazine broke the news, a CIA 
spokesperson was vague about the reasons.) While MEDEA may 
have ended, Zall says, it helped to form a scientifc consensus 
that is beginning to drive policy, and she’s heartened to see some 
people in power taking climate change seriously. “I don’t know 
if what we did could ever happen again,” Zall says. “But the 
pendulum is shifting.” n 

— Amy Crawford 

VISUAL EVIDENCE: Satellite images of Alaska’s Bering Glacier show in stark terms how much it diminished between September 1996 (left) and May 2005. Top right: Zall 
(second from left) at the White House in December 1995 during a meeting of intelligence and defense offcials from the U.S. and Russia, led by Vice President Al Gore (far 
right). Opposite page, bottom left: Zall at the Fairbanks airport en route to the Bering Sea in 1973. 
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 EQUAL PORTIONS 
For a Human Ecology professor, healthy eating is a social justice issue 

CORNER STORE: Bodegas like this one in Harlem are ubiquitous throughout New York City, selling a variety of foods and household goods. 

In addition to holding a PhD in nutrition from the University of  
Minnesota, Tashara Leak is a registered dietitian—so she’s well  
versed in both the theoretical and hands-on aspects of promot-
ing healthier eating habits. An assistant professor of nutritional  

sciences in Human Ecology, Leak (left) 
has a secondary appointment at the 
Medical College in Manhattan. The 
city is the backdrop for her research, 
which is focused on developing ways 
to improve nutrition in adolescents 
from minority backgrounds who live in 
households with lower socioeconomic 
status (SES)—an effort that requires 

addressing a wide swath of inequities. “In my work in general, 
I am not blaming individuals; I am attacking systems,” Leak 
explains. “It’s not like these adolescents just happen to eat fewer 
carrots and apples—it’s because they experience structural rac-
ism and poverty. So they have less access to healthy foods, to 
transportation, to educational opportunities, to after-school 
programs, to places to be physically active.” 

Why focus on adolescents? Is it partly because they’re 
starting to make their own food choices but their 
tastes might not be fully formed? 
One hundred percent. There’s so much data about how ado-
lescents have purchasing power, and in places like New York 
City they also have a lot of independence. They might live 
in Brooklyn and go to school in Harlem, so they’re on the 
train an hour each way; they go to bodegas before and after 
school. And also, adolescents from racial/ethnic minority 
backgrounds who are also from low SES backgrounds typi-
cally grow up fast; there’s this term “adultifcation.” They’re 
more likely to have adult-level responsibilities, which might 
include grocery shopping, caretaking for younger siblings, or 
having jobs to help fnancially support the household. 
You mentioned bodegas. Why are they so important? 
In New York and a lot of other cities, corner stores are life— 
you’re more likely to see a corner store than a grocery store. 
People don’t just go there for snacks; they go to buy lunch, 
breakfast, dinner, and household items. If we made healthier 
options available there, people could actually purchase them. 
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 ‘Historically, there’s a narrative that you have to abandon 
your cultural foods in order to eat healthy.’ 

How do you make that happen? 
I met with City Harvest, which has a program to help cor-
ner stores sell healthier products—specifcally fruits and 
vegetables—using behavioral economics strategies like 
signage and price points. One thing they hadn’t been talk-
ing about was whole grains. I said, “What if we encouraged 
people to get popcorn or whole-grain pretzels instead of 
things like potato chips?” So we conceptualized a whole-
grain snack pack. Starbucks has something similar; it might 
include hummus, carrots, and whole-grain crackers. I con-
ducted a study where we asked bodega owners what they 
thought about the idea and surveyed adolescents going in 
and out of these stores. We got data on how much they 
spent in that store that day and how much they’d spend 
on the product. We published two papers, and City Har-
vest found a local grocer to make some of these grab-and-go 
packs. They’re now testing them out and making them 
available in corner stores in Harlem. 
Since the food industry is so good at tapping into our 
evolutionary desire for fat, salt, and sugar, how do you 
convince a kid that “healthy” doesn’t mean tasteless? 
It’s about coming at it from a food justice/social justice lens. 
When kids learn the history—how these products get developed, 
why there are more corner stores and bodegas in 
low-income communities of color, why their white 
peers get healthier options—that angers them. 
That’s where the individual change starts to come, 
when they realize that they are actually being targeted by indus-
try. The social justice/food justice piece is ingrained in all my 
projects, and I think that drives behavior change more than me 
saying, “Carrots and popcorn are healthy.” And it’s also about 
overall wellness. You should be entitled to a safe place to play 
basketball, to dance, to buy food. 
An often-discussed challenge is access to fresh 
ingredients. How do you see that issue? 
I live in a Caribbean neighborhood in Flatbush, Brooklyn, 
and at the grocery store near my house, the produce is not 
amazing and costs twice as much as in a Trader Joe’s or 
larger grocery store—but those are in wealthier, predomi-
nately white neighborhoods. Part of the issue is distribution: 
the more stores buy, the less they have to charge. Can you 
get smaller grocery stores to form a system where they can 
split those costs? Policymakers can also do things in public 
housing, like put in gardens, have after-school programs, and 
have CSAs drop off there. 
What motivated you to go into this field? 
As a Black woman growing up in the South, I personally saw 
these disparities. I grew up in Durham, North Carolina, and 
you could see it in one particular street. On one side it was 
folks who worked at Duke, and on the other it was people 
who lived in Section 8 [subsidized] housing; even the grocery 
stores were different. I also come from a family of healthcare 
providers—most of my family are nurses—so I always knew 
I wanted to be involved in health and to address equity. 
How has the pandemic affected your work? 
The feasibility study for our Advanced Cooking Education 

(ACE) program—a 4-H after-school club that aims to improve 
diet quality, nutrition knowledge, and cooking skills—was 
supposed to happen last spring, but with schools closed we 
were delayed. We have fve to six years of USDA funding to 
do both that and a larger-scale study that will impact about 
9,000 eighth graders. The plan is to do the feasibility study 
this fall and start the larger study in January 2022, but we 
lost a whole year. We’re going to adapt—like, the after-school 
program might be partially virtual and they’ll do the cooking 
lab at home with their family. Originally, they were supposed 
to prepare an ethnic meal together and then talk about that 
dish, how they liked it, how they might amend it. But instead 
we’re going to give them the groceries to take home to make 
the dish, and this semester we’re recording some engaging 
and fast-paced videos on how to prepare the meal. 
You mentioned that the students would be making 
ethnic meals. Why is that important? 
Historically, there’s a narrative that you have to abandon your 
cultural foods in order to eat healthy. When you see images of 
“healthy” people it’s often skinny white women or white men 
running in a park. A lot of Black people and other people of color 
don’t see themselves when it comes to health and wellness—so 
I knew I was not going to talk about kale salad. I want the dishes 

we prepare to refect the diverse cultural makeup of New York 
City and for the kids to see foods they recognize. 
How do you go about that? 
We surveyed about 140 eighth graders to ask them about 
their cultural backgrounds and what cuisines they’d want 
to make; for example, even though the South Bronx is very 
Puerto Rican and Dominican, that doesn’t mean that some-
one from Jamaican heritage doesn’t live there. Every week 
we’re focusing on a different ethnic cuisine; we chose plant-
based recipes that already exist, like arroz con gandules, rice 
and peas. So many people who immigrate to this country 
feel like they have to assimilate to American food culture 
and abandon their norms for survival’s sake. We’re trying 
to dispel that and empower youth to reconnect with their 
cultural heritage and identity. 
Do you think these inequities are getting more 
attention due to the reckoning over structural racism? 
Right now there’s a lot of talking, but people like myself 
who do this kind of work have been a little frustrated. It’s 
great that there’s this light being shined on an issue that 
many of us have known about for 400 years, since Black 
people were kidnapped and brought to this country. But 
we’re like, “Now what? What are the action plans? What 
are the steps?” I think one of the biggest messages is that 
none of these things are in isolation. You can’t just talk 
about healthcare; you also have to talk about housing in-
security, employment insecurity, inequities in education. 
It’s all interconnected. n 

— Beth Saulnier 
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 FOLLOWING
 THE SCIENCE 
CALS alum helps direct the WHO’s response to the pandemic 

PUBLIC INFORMATION: Van Kerkhove in Geneva, Switzerland, at one of the WHO’s daily briefngs on the emerging COVID-19 pandemic in early March 2020 

A s epidemiologist Maria DeJoseph Van Kerkhove ’99 
felded questions from a group of international jour-
nalists on March 16, 2020, the outbreak of the novel 

coronavirus was intensifying around the globe—and people 
were starting to panic. So when a Rwandan reporter asked Van 
Kerkhove—who helps lead the World Health Organization’s 
pandemic response team as the head of its emerging diseases 
unit—if wearing gloves could prevent the spread of the disease, 
she adopted a calming demeanor and sought to allay fears with 
facts. “Being scared is normal,” she said in the briefng, which 
has since been viewed more than 450,000 times on YouTube. 
“What we need to do is channel that energy into something posi-
tive and making sure that you know what you can do to protect 
yourselves.” Van Kerkhove went on to offer advice that would 
be repeated over and over again in the coming months: basic 

hygiene is one of the most effective ways to prevent COVID-
19. “Every single person that washes their hands,” she said, “is 
protecting themselves and is protecting others.” 

In the midst of an unprecedented pandemic that has killed 
millions and infected tens of millions more, Van Kerkhove has 
become a very public face of the WHO—a specialized agency of 
the United Nations based in Geneva, Switzerland, that addresses 
issues affecting international public health. It’s a highly visible 
role that Van Kerkhove never expected to have: she’d previously 
worked behind the scenes at the WHO, at the Institut Pasteur’s 
Center for Global Health, and elsewhere studying infectious 
diseases like Ebola, avian infuenza, and MERS (a disease caused 
by another type of coronavirus). Since her frst-ever briefng on 
January 14, 2020—“I thought that would be my only one,” she 
recalls—she has become well known to those who tune in to the› 
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‘Being scared is normal,’ Van Kerkhove said during one of 
her many press conferences on COVID-19. ‘What we need 
to do is channel that energy into something positive.’ 

  

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

FACT FINDING: Van Kerkhove on research trips to study MERS in Saudia Arabia 
(above) and avian fu in Cambodia (above left) 

WHO’s near-daily virtual press conferences, during which she 
regularly explains complicated scientifc information in lay terms. 

Part of Van Kerkhove’s job is to keep up with the reams of 
COVID-19 research and other evidence coming in daily from 
physicians and scientists all over the world, which helps the 
WHO advise governments in their response strategies and 
formulate recommendations for the public on mask-wearing, 
mass gatherings, and more. She was on the ground in China in 
the pandemic’s early days—studying the virus in Wuhan, where 
it frst emerged as a cluster of mysterious pneumonia cases with 
no known cause. Van Kerkhove also visited hospitals, clinics, 
community centers, and other facilities throughout China as part 
of a team of experts seeking insight into that nation’s prevention 
and control measures so the WHO could better counsel the inter-
national community on strategies to blunt the disease’s spread. 
As Rebecca Katz, director of Georgetown University’s Center 
for Global Health Science and Security, told the Hill newspa-
per in April 2020: “Right now, she’s probably one of the three 
most important people in the world working on this pandemic.” 

A CALS alum, Van Kerkhove studied the avian fu in Cambodia 
for her doctoral dissertation in infectious disease epidemiology 
from the London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine; she also holds a master’s degree in 
epidemiology from Stanford. As she notes, it can 
often be hard for the general public to understand 
that as scientifc knowledge evolves, organiza-
tions like the WHO sometimes have to adjust their guidance. 
“Communicating uncertainty is really diffcult,” she says, speak-
ing to CAM in February, as the vaccine rollout ramped up in the 
U.S. (and before severe outbreaks struck India, Brazil, and other 
developing countries). “Sometimes we have to explain that we 
don’t have a complete picture yet on some of these topics, but 
we’re working with really dedicated people from around the world 
to get those answers.” 

Explaining the ever-expanding body of COVID information 
can be fraught: a comment Van Kerkhove made during a press 
briefng last June sparked a frestorm when, in response to a 
question about asymptomatic transmission, she said that “it still 
seems to be rare” that people who don’t develop symptoms pass 

on the virus to others. She’d been specifcally referring to the 
fndings of a very small set of studies—but taken out of context, 
some viewers interpreted her remark to mean that people who 
have the virus but aren’t sick don’t fuel its spread. Though Van 
Kerkhove quickly clarifed her statement in an online Q&A the 
following day—and had been emphasizing the risks of asymp-
tomatic transmission for months—she was savaged on social 
media and in the press. Some used her comment to argue that 
the public doesn’t need to wear masks, maintain social distanc-
ing, or take other precautions; others lambasted her on Twitter, 
accusing her of being a danger to public health. Van Kerkhove 
remains deeply affected by the incident; not only were the indi-
vidual attacks tough to bear, she says, she always strives to be 
precise in her messaging because she knows that world leaders 

look to the WHO for reliable advice. “What I said was imme-
diately politicized,” she laments. “I tried to nuance my answer 
really carefully. To this day, it’s still misrepresented.” 

For Van Kerkhove, like so many others, the pandemic and 
its stresses have also taken a personal toll. During its frst six 
months she worked brutally long hours, seven days a week— 
leaving home before her two young children were awake and 
coming home after they were asleep. During the two-week trip 
to China, where she visited facilities where infected patients 
were being isolated and treated, her ten-year-old son was terrifed 
that she would contract the virus and die. And as cases began 
to spike in Switzerland, Van Kerkhove and her husband, Neil 
Van Kerkhove ’99 (whom she met when both were freshmen› 
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"#COVID19 vaccine doses shipped by the #COVAX Facility head to Ghana, 
marking beginning of global rollout" - @WHO 

Maria Van Kerkhove O @mvankerkhove · Feb 25 

#COVID19 has accelerated global demand for oxygen & made the delivery 
of oxygen supplies more urgent. @WHO has been working in the most 
vulnerable countries to scale up oxygen supply. 

Maria Van Kerkhove O @mvankerkhove • Mar 6 

We are all struggling, some much more than others. Let's look after each 
other. 
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‘We’re trained to think about these types of things,’ she says 
of the COVID pandemic, ‘but I don’t think anyone could have 
anticipated that this would unfold as it has.’ 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Maria Van Kerkhove O @mvankerkhove • Mar 7 

Latest on variants ... but remember the science (& our understanding) on this 
complex topic is happening fast! 

Check out @WHO's latest sit reps for most up-to-date info on #SARSCoV2 
variants 

on the Hill), decided that since she was spending so much time 
in the offce, it was best to be extra cautious and have her self-
isolate from the rest of the family, an arrangement that lasted 
for two months. “It’s been the most diffcult year of my life, 
as I think most people could say,” she says. 
“I’ve been challenged in ways I didn’t know 
I could be challenged.” 

Van Kerkhove grew up in an Upstate 
New York town an hour east of Syracuse; 
she remembers frst reading about epidemiology in The Hot 
Zone, Richard Preston’s nonfction bestseller about the Ebola 
virus, while in high school. “I was always interested in diseases,” 
she recalls, “and why some people get sick and others don’t.” 
As an undergrad, she spent summers working in the lab of 

biochemist Eloy Rodriguez (now a profes-
sor emeritus of plant pathology and 

plant-microbe biology), helping 
with projects that sent her on 
research trips to Mexico, Costa 
Rica, and Venezuela to study the 
medicinal properties of plants. 
Later as she pursued her PhD, 
she spent time in Cambodia to 
better understand how the H5N1 
virus—or bird fu—was circulat-

ing through the live poultry trade there 
and evaluating the risks that it would be 
transmitted to humans. 

She then served as a senior research 
fellow in the MRC Centre for Outbreak 
Analysis and Modelling (as it was then 

known) at London’s Imperial College; she was also a liaison 
between that group and the WHO, which tapped her expertise 
for its response to infuenza, Middle East respiratory syndrome 
(MERS), yellow fever, Ebola, and other emerging diseases. Before 

joining the WHO full time in 2017, she spent two years heading 
the Institut Pasteur’s outbreak investigation task force. Still, she 
says, nothing quite prepared her for COVID-19. “We’re trained 
to think about these types of things,” she observes, “but I don’t 
think anyone could have anticipated that this would unfold 

as it has.” 
Yet throughout the pandemic, Van 

Kerkhove has witnessed many inspi-
rational moments. She marvels at how 
the WHO has marshaled thousands of 
experts around the world—from South 
Africa to South Korea—who are help-
ing fght the virus by testing and caring 
for patients, improving prevention, and 
raising awareness. She’s in awe of the 
scientific community, which swiftly 
produced diagnostic tools and life-
saving vaccines. And despite increasing 
concerns about the evolution of virus 
variants, Van Kerkhove now sees 
brighter days ahead. “Unfortunately, 
I think the tunnel is long and danger-
ous—but there is light at the end of the 
tunnel,” she says. “And a combination of 
public health measures and vaccination 
will help us get there.” n 

— Heather Salerno 
FAMILY TIME: In the pandemic’s early days, Van Kerkhove physically isolated herself from her children and 
husband to help keep them safe. Top: Some of her many tweets to educate and inform the public about COVID. 
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C OMING TO TERMS 
A new ILR program—offered virtually this year due to the pandemic— 
explores Native American approaches  to confict resolution 

In the U.S. criminal justice system, lawyers face off against 
each other, the accused usually don’t speak, and victims 
are typically left on the sidelines. In such a system, some-

one who commits a crime like burglary is seen as an offender 
who has violated the law and deserves punishment. But among 
the Navajo—one of the Native American tribes that are consid- 
ered sovereign nations with their own government and laws— 
criminal acts and other disputes are resolved very differently. 

As students in a new winter session course taught by faculty 
from the ILR school and Cornell’s American Indian and Indigenous 
Studies Program (AIISP) learned, the Navajo view burglary as a 
violation that throws the entire commu-
nity into disharmony. So their priority 
is to heal, not to punish. To that end, 
all those affected by the crime would sit 
down to express their feelings, and a respected elder or peace-
maker would give guidance based on the values and traditions of 
their people. Then everyone—including the offender—would talk 
through the problem and try to reach an agreement. As part of 
the process, the offender might be encouraged to apologize to the 
homeowner and acknowledge the impact of their behavior. Prayers 
are said, and a meal is eaten together. “It’s not an adversarial 
system,” says Richard Fincher ’73, the ILR alum who spearheaded 
the course, known as the ILR Hopi & Navajo Mediation Engaged 
Learning Program. “It’s about restoring balance and harmony to 
all parties involved—and harmony and balance are two words 
that are not ever used in the Anglo legal world.” 

A former Fulbright scholar and longtime adjunct faculty 

member at ILR’s Scheinman Institute on Confict Resolution, 
Fincher is an attorney who manages a dispute resolution frm 
based in suburban Phoenix, Arizona, that helps arbitrate labor 
and employment matters; he previously helped launch the ILR 
Vietnam Engaged Learning Program, in which Cornellians travel 
to that country to learn about labor relations and dispute resolu-
tion with students from a university in Ho Chi Minh City. He 
became familiar with Native American approaches to resolving 
disputes after moving two decades ago to Phoenix, where the 
Navajo and Hopi are among the largest American Indian nations 
in the region. “It’s remarkable,” he says of their non-adversarial 

‘It’s not an adversarial system,’ says Richard Fincher ’73. ‘It’s 
about restoring balance and harmony to all parties involved.’ 

systems of settling conficts, “and different from anything I’d 
ever seen.” 

Course organizers originally planned to have students gather 
on campus, then travel to Arizona to visit Native American 
reservations and mediation centers, as well as engage in cultural 
activities. That changed due to the coronavirus pandemic; 
instead, the eleven participants—all ILR students—attended 
virtual classes for two weeks in January led by Cornell faculty 
and guest speakers, who included a Hopi judge. Junior Kaitlin 
Martin, whose grandfather was born on the Pawnee Nation reser-
vation in Oklahoma, was eager to participate in a program that she 
calls one of the frst at Cornell to delve into contemporary Native 
American concerns in “forward-looking” ways. She believes › 
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When land use regulation makes property 
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formerly with CCE, College of Human Ecology. 
See salesjobsandtaxes.com/winmanual.html. 
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Tasting and sales daily: Mon-Sat IOam-5pm, Sun noon-5pm 
Appointments suggested by calling: 607-535-9252 

4 miles north of Watkins Glen on Rt. 14 lakewoodvineyards.com 
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 ’Richard Fincher 73 

the class helps put a spotlight, too, on economic inequity and 
other challenges Indigenous communities still face today. “It 
was really eye-opening,” says Martin. “It reaffrmed that there 
is still so much attention that needs to be brought to Native and 
Indigenous issues.” 

As Donna Ramil, ILR’s associate director of international 
programs, notes, the school has long provided opportunities 
for students to gain experience relevant to today’s increasingly 
globalized world, sponsoring study abroad 
programs, summer service projects, and 
independent research grants in countries 
around the globe. Although the Hopi and 
Navajo program is closer to home, Ramil 
says, it helps foster the same skills. “We want students to build 
their intercultural competency by seeing the world—and their 
place in it—differently,” she says, “as well as to increase their 
respect, understanding, and empathy for other cultures.” 

Before meeting in January, the students were required to prepare 
by spending a week learning about Native American history and 
culture. AIISP faculty and staff were brought in to address the 
University’s complicated legacy as a land-grant institution: as an 
investigation by the Colorado-based magazine High Country News 
revealed last year, Cornell’s endowment profted more than that of 

‘We want students to build their intercultural competency 
by seeing the world—and their place in it—differently,’ 
says the ILR school’s Donna Ramil. 

any other school from the Morrill Act of 1862, in which the U.S. 
government used federal land—much of it seized from Indigenous 
people—to fund institutions of higher learning across the country. 
The students discussed the recently formed Cornell University 
and Indigenous Dispossession Project, founded by AIISP faculty 
to determine how Indigenous communities have been impacted 
by the Morrill Act and to explore potential avenues of restitution 
for affected nations. The ILR course also included a talk on the 
history of the Gayogohó:no' (Cayuga) nation—on whose territory 
the Ithaca campus sits—by Urszula Piasta-Mansfeld, AIISP’s 
associate director. “The students were really involved and asked a 
lot of thoughtful questions,” says Piasta-Mansfeld. “They showed 
concern about issues of social justice and equity, inquiring about 
ways they could support AIISP’s work.” 

Since one of the program’s goals is to have students apply what 
they’ve learned about Native American dispute resolution to a 
broader range of issues, participants will earn one to two cred-
its during the spring semester by writing a research paper. Senior 
Terrill Malone—an aspiring lawyer who was part of a peer medi-
ation program at his high school in the Detroit metro area—plans 
to examine how non-adversarial techniques might be used in 
educational settings, with the aim of reforming overly punitive 
disciplinary systems that can have a disproportionate impact on 

children from marginalized or underrepresented groups. “These 
processes typically can be very scary and involve a lot of shame,” 
Malone observes. “They should be more about righting a wrong 
or setting a student on the right course.” 

As Malone and his classmates learned, in Navajo culture, peace-
making is central to confict resolution. Similar to the modern 
restorative justice movement, the Navajo see reconciling individ-
uals and repairing harm done to the community at large as more 
important than punishment or awarding damages. For instance, 
if substance abuse has led a family member to steal from relatives, 
Navajo peacemaking would concentrate on underlying condi-
tions (such as depression) that led to the addiction before trying 
to resolve issues and restore broken relationships. Says Ramil: 
“Some of the students commented that it was more like family 
therapy than mediation.” 

The Hopi, they learned, embrace “transformative” mediation to 
help people work out their differences. This is often used to settle 
land disputes; since the Hopi believe the Creator—not people— 
owns the land, there are no recorded deeds, and rights to farmland 
can sometimes be unclear. The Hopi style of mediation has been 
successfully applied to these conficts—usually within families— 
by focusing on mending relationships while respecting traditional 
customs. “The American legal system could learn from Native 
American practices,” says Fincher, “particularly in rebuilding 
broken relationships—and reducing the assumption that money 
is the only valid currency for resolving disputes.” n 

— Heather Salerno 

Mission: Mediate 
The Hopi and Navajo mediation program is just one of the offerings of ILR’s  
Scheinman Institute on Confict Resolution. Founded in 1996 as the Institute  
on Confict Resolution, it was endowed in 2007 by ILR alum Marty Scheinman  
’75, MS ’76, one of the nation’s leading arbitrators—who, as the school noted  
at the time, had “successfully arbitrated more than 10,000 private- and public-
sector disputes throughout the United States for virtually every major industry  
and union, and in every type of employment setting.”  

In addition to offering for-credit programs, the institute and its faculty  
conduct research on such subjects as the growing use of mandatory arbi-
tration by American employers. It also promotes student interest in the feld  
through Cornell’s Scheinman Confict Resolution Club; disseminates practical  
advice on current issues (including a recent online panel on workplace safety  
during COVID and a video series on how the pandemic has impacted the work  
of arbitrators, mediators, attorneys, and ombudspeople); and offers hands-
on training to working professionals, not only on confict resolution but related  
topics like promoting diversity and inclusion. 
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‘We’ve always been a little more 
progressive,’ says Jeff Jockisch ’86. 
‘We focus on individuality.’ 

 BROTHERS & SISTERS 
Seal and Serpent—a fraternity with an independent ethos—goes coed  

HISTORIC HOME: Seal and Serpent offcers Andrea Scott (left) and Jordan Ferrell, 
both juniors, outside the chapter house on Thurston Avenue

 When Andrea Scott ’22 transferred to Cornell from  
Penn State as a sophomore, she didn’t relish another  
year of dormitory living. After weighing her options,  

she did something that would have been unthinkable in an  
earlier era: she moved into her older brother’s fraternity house. 

But it wasn’t just any Greek house—it was the Seal and Serpent  
Society, which has been forging its own path since it was founded  
on the Hill in 1905 as a rare fraternity without an affliation to  
a national organization. It remains independent more than a  
century later, having endured countless cultural shifts as well  
as world wars that disrupted collegiate life for two generations of  
young men. And last fall, Seal and Serpent embraced an existen-
tial change: its alumni and active brothers voted overwhelmingly  
to go gender neutral, allowing women to become full members  

for the frst time. “I don’t see any downsides,” says 
Mat Tabacco ’09, MEng ’10, Seal and Serpent’s alumni 
president. “This will help us maintain our member-
ship—and I feel like we’re on the right side of history.” 

The group had been initiating women as “honor-
ary sisters” for decades; it had also long allowed 
them to fll empty rooms in its chapter house as 
rent-paying boarders—as Scott did when she matric-
ulated on the Hill in fall 2019. After the membership 
voted in favor of gender neutrality, she became one 
of the society’s frst female pledges. And just weeks 
later, in January 2021, she followed in the footsteps 
of her brother (Michael Scott ’20) by becoming its 
president. “It really is a family,” says Andrea Scott. 
“No matter what kind of day you had, when you 
walk through the door someone is always going 
to be there to greet you and ask how you’re doing. 
It’s not about having a house where you just party; 

it’s about creating an environment where people 
feel like they’re wanted, they’re welcomed, and they 
matter. It’s a support system.” 

Seal and Serpent traces its roots to two groups of 
friends, nicknamed the Crooks Club and the Senators, 
who met through drill practice in Army ROTC. They 
eventually formed a fraternal society, buying and 
renovating a home on West Avenue before deciding 
to build their own chapter house. They purchased 
land on Thurston Avenue in 1913, but—due in part to 

the outbreak of World War I, in which numerous brothers served 
and three perished—the group’s spacious, half-timbered lodge 
wasn’t completed until 1927. “It ties the alumni to Cornell,” 
Tabacco says of the twenty-three-bedroom, Tudor-style resi-
dence. “It makes coming back to campus feel more like you’re 
coming home.” 

From the beginning, Seal and Serpent wasn’t a typical frater-
nity; for one thing, it eschewed Greek letters in favor of Sanskrit 
ones. But early on, members say, it prided itself on its diversity 
and independence. “We’ve always been a little more progressive,” 
observes communication director Jeff Jockisch ’86. “We focus 
on individuality instead of on cohesion and making people be 
part of some kind of groupthink.” While it was long common 
for fraternities to limit their membership—either explicitly› 
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from the Ivy League? 

• Lincoln published a German 
language newspaper? 

“ A Lincoln Treasure Trove, 2nd 
Edition, is filled with bite-sized pieces 
of history, making it easy to dive in for 
several chapters or just a few pages 
at a time. Dr. Antil’s conversational 
style brings anecdotes and fun facts 
about our 16th president to life in a 
way that your textbooks never did. 
Cornellians will particularly enjoy the 
ways that Ezra Cornell and our alma 
mater are woven into Lincoln’s own 
story on several occasions.” 

Corey Ryan Earle ’07, 
Expert on Cornell University history 

Instructor, The First American University course 
Available at: 

877.313.2278 
mclean.org/signature 

MAKE THIS THE YEAR YOU STOP 
STRUGGLING WITH ADDICTION 
Ending the cycle is not easy, but it is possible. 

McLean’s Signature Recovery Programs specialize in 
teaching the skills necessary for sustained recovery 
from drugs and alcohol while also addressing 
underlying challenges such as depression or anxiety. 
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We always say, “It’s not a fraternity house, it’s a fraternity 
home,” ‘ says Jordan Ferrell ’22. ‘We stay true to that.’ 

or implicitly—by race or religion, says Robert Schwarting ’69, 
BS ’71, MEng ’76, “we had none of those problems; we were 
devoid of non-diversity language.” 

Schwarting, who served in the Army after graduation and 
went on to a career in municipal planning and economic 
development, recalls having his perspective broadened by his 
fellow members—including one who was an 
out gay man at a time when that was uncom- ‘
mon, and another, an African American, who 
helped him understand the inequalities driving 
the era’s racial justice movement. Says Schwarting: “I credit my 
success in later life with being able to share a house and a living 
experience with people from various backgrounds.” 

The society’s prominent alumni include Mark Kirk ’81, a 
former U.S. Senator from Illinois; Gligor Tashkovich ’87, 
MBA ’91, the Republic of Macedonia’s frst-ever minister for 
foreign investment; and Martin Tang ’70, a University trustee 
emeritus and benefactor of the eponymous welcome center over-
looking Beebe Lake. In 2010, TV viewers got a glimpse into 
Seal and Serpent when comedian Bob Saget “pledged” the frat— 
attending a toga party and a formal, among other rush 
festivities—for an episode of “Strange Days with Bob Saget,” an 
A&E reality show that delved into intriguing subcultures (which 
also included bikers, Bigfoot hunters, and pro wrestlers). “There’s 
no one defning characteristic of a Seal and Serpent man or 
woman, other than outstanding character,” says Tabacco. 
“The members have different backgrounds and majors; you’re 
surrounded by others who are unique.” 

Female “friends of the house” were offered a form of auxiliary 

FOUNDING FATHERS: Ten of the original members (above) in 1906. Top: The Tudor-style house. 

membership starting in the Eighties. 
Nancy Law ’84 was among the frst “little 
sisters”—a term that was eventually seen 
as retrograde and changed to “honorary” 
sisters. “You could hang out and have 
really interesting conversations on so 
many different topics,” recalls Law, a long-
time administrator in Alumni Affairs and 
other University offces who also belonged 
to a sorority as an undergrad. “It was an 
unusual, nontraditional type of place. I 
really liked that.” 

In 2016, Seal and Serpent voted to leave 
Cornell’s Intrafraternity Council (IFC), 
due in part to changes in University regu-
lations that limited rush to a week each 
spring—a constraint that, Jockisch says, 
didn’t allow enough time for potential 

pledges to get to know the unorthodox frat and vice 
versa. “When we decided to get out of the IFC and go 
our own way, we started talking about going gender 
neutral,” he explains. “Over a fve-year period, people 
got more comfortable with it.” By the time it came 
to a vote during a virtual Homecoming event last 
November, he says, there were few dissenters among 
either the alumni or active membership. “Women were 

already part of our culture,” Jockisch says. “They were members 
without the membership badge.” 

Among the current students who were strongly in favor of going 
gender neutral was Jordan Ferrell ’22. A performing and media 
arts major from Westchester County, Ferrell joined the frater-
nity the spring of his sophomore year, seeking a social niche on 

the Hill; he’s now its vice president, the frst African American 
to hold the post. “Our ‘label’ has always been in fux—at differ-
ent times we’ve been the Glee Club house or the rowing house 
or the ROTC house—but we’re really just looking for whoever 
would be a good ft for our society,” Ferrell observes. “The atmo-
sphere is very welcoming and accepting; we always say, ‘It’s not 
a fraternity house, it’s a fraternity home.’ We stay true to that.” 

Since the vote, the former honorary sisters have been offered 
alumni membership, and Law has joined the board. Going into 
Seal and Serpent’s mid-semester rush this spring, fve out of the 
twenty-three active members were female—and the eight-person 
pledge class was evenly split between men and women. Scott, a 
math major who’d previously taken on the role of house steward 
(facility manager), will serve as president through the end of 2021. 
“It’s cool to think that we’ve been around for over 100 years,” she 
says. “And we’re growing in size, which is really exciting. There 
have been times where the society has been small and we’ve 
worried about not surviving, but we’ve always pushed through.” n 

— L.P. Drew 
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ESTABLISHED 1985 I FINGER LAKES, NY 

FOUNDED ON THE PRINCIPLE 

THAT GREAT WINE BEGINS 

IN THE VINEYARD 

70 ACRES 
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(607)869-3393 

7020 STATE ROUTE 89, OVID, NY 14521 
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FROM CORNELL'S OWN 
JAM ES A. ROSS 175, JD 182 

"An impressive amalgam of historical 
astuteness and dramatic thrills." 

- Kirkus Reviews 

"A fun and smart historical thriller that 
features some of history's greatest 
characters." - Foreword Reviews 

"A thrilling blend of historical fact and fictional advenrure." 

- Susan Coventry, author of The Queen i Daughter 
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New Releases 
Antiquity in Gotham 
ELIZABETH MACAULAY-LEWIS ’02 

In a volume published by Fordham University 
Press, Macaulay-Lewis—an archaeologist 
and architectural historian who teaches 
at CUNY’s Graduate Center—explores the 
ubiquity of classical building styles in New 
York City. As she explains in the introduction, 
she addresses a question that she posed 
to herself upon returning to the city after a 

decade abroad: “If the skyscraper was the quintessential New York 
building, then why was the architecture of imperial Rome, fifth-century 
BCE Athens, the Hellenistic world, ancient Egypt, and the ancient 
Near East present on practically every other street corner?” The book 
features photos and discussion of such landmarks as Grand Central 
Terminal, Brooklyn Borough Hall, and the Museum of Natural History. 

My Ex-Imaginary Friend 
JIMMY MATEJEK-MORRIS ’07 

School Library Journal calls this novel 
for middle-grade readers “a poignant, 
multilayered story that will appeal to those 
looking for a heartfelt family drama.” The 
protagonist is a boy named Jack, about 
to turn eleven, who has lost touch with 
his imaginary buddy—a magician who’s 
part human and part walrus. But with 

Jack’s parents recently split up and his mom having left him with 
relatives as she experiences a manic episode of bipolar disorder, he 
needs his fantastical friend more than ever. Matejek-Morris’s debut 
novel “addresses difficult topics, including mental health crises, 
family tumult, divorce, and forgiveness,” says Kirkus, observing 
that “complicated emotions and difficult family conversations are 
bracketed with kindness in this unusual book.” 

Songs for Solo Voice 
JAMES WHITLEY ’87, BA ’88 

Whitley’s latest collection won Red Mountain 
Press’s annual poetry prize, which carries a 
monetary award and publication by the New 
Mexico-based literary press. As reflected 
in the title, many of the poems in Songs for 
Solo Voice explore the aftermath of a long 
relationship, including “Souvenir,” which 
begins: “If I take it all back— / the jagged 
insults hurled like careless daggers, /  

the failing stargazer lilies and their accusations of neglect, / every 
unconscionably late anniversary gift— / could there be room left for 
negotiation? / Or, if not, an available room somewhere / with walls 
painted the color of possible pardon?” Whitley’s previous honors 
include the Ironweed Poetry Prize and a Pushcart Prize nomination. 

The Ledger and the Chain 
JOSHUA ROTHMAN ’94 

When America outlawed the importation 
of enslaved human beings in 1808, it had 
the perverse effect of driving business for 
those in the domestic slave trade. In this 
nonfiction book, Rothman—chair of the 
history department at the University of 
Alabama—weaves personal and professional 
biographies of three prominent Southerners 
who were at the forefront of that trade, 

enjoying lives of wealth and social position built on the suffering, 
rape, and exploitation of others. As Slate observes in a review: “The 
Ledger and the Chain disproves a commonly held nineteenth-century 
myth about slave traders: that the more genteel people of the South 
saw them as disreputable and wouldn’t socialize with them, outside 
of conducting some supposedly regrettable, but necessary, business.” 

Butterfly for a King 
CINDY KANE TRUMBORE ’78 

Veteran kids’ author Trumbore and 
illustrator Susan Roth previously teamed 
up for three acclaimed eco-themed 
children’s books: The Mangrove Tree, 
Prairie Dog Song, and the Silbert Medal-
winning Parrots Over Puerto Rico. Here,  
in a picture book for elementary-grade 

readers, they highlight the successful grassroots campaign to 
preserve the Kamehameha butterfly, which exists only on the 
Hawaiian Islands and is that state’s official insect. Booklist calls 
the colorful hardcover “a beautiful story beautifully told,” while 
Publishers Weekly describes it as “an eco-conscious narrative  
suited to invigorating older children’s own activist efforts.” 

A Wild Idea 
BRAD EDMONDSON ’81 

New York’s Adirondack Park is a curious 
and sometimes challenging hybrid: a six-
million-acre area, more than half of which 
is private property and the rest held by 
the state. As Edmondson writes in this 
chronicle of its establishment, which  
began in 1892, “The park’s privately owned 
lands are like precious metal that forms 
the setting for an elaborate collection 

of jewels”—meaning the state preserve’s wilderness areas and 
open spaces. Based on dozens of interviews with major players, 
Edmondson explores the contentious politics behind the creation, 
in 1971, of the agency that oversees the Adirondack Park, the largest 
state park in the nation. The book was published by Three Hills, an 
imprint of Cornell University Press. 

To purchase these books and others by Cornellians, or to submit your book for possible mention in a future publication, go to cornellalumnimagazine.com/authors. 
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THE 

AMONG THE 

JOHN M. MILLAR 
War movement 

• Learn about America's internal wars between 
generations, races, families and particularly 
between the government and its people. 

PAGES: 616 I PUB DATE: 09-30-2020 I SOFTCOVER: $26.95 978-1-64663-062-2 

HARDCOVER: $39.95 978-1-64663-064-6 I EBOOK: $7.99 978-1-64663-063-9 

JOHN M. MILLAR, CORNELL CLASS OF 1966 

John M. Millar grew up in Central Pennsylvania and graduated from Cornell University in 1966. He served in the US Army from 1966 

to 1969; graduated from Officer Candidate School in July 1967; served as a first lieutenant with the First Infantry Division in Vietnam 

in 1968 and 1969; and received two Bronze Stars, an Air Medal, and a Commendation Medal from the US Army. From the Vietnam gov

ernment, Millar received the Vietnamese Honor Medal and the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross for joint operations. He graduated with an 

MBA from the Darden Graduate Business School, University of Virginia, in 1972. For the past forty-five years, he has served in senior 

executive positions in department stores, regional mall REITs, and mixed-use town center-development industries. The Wars Among 

the Paines is his first novel. 

koehlerbooks,M www.thewarsamongthepaines.com 
www.koehlerbooks.com • (800) 435-4811 Available at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and booksellers everywhere 
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C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E  

********************** 

Weaver  of  Words 
A centu r y a f ter E.B.  W h ite 1921   

g raduated from Cornel l ,    

h is l itera r y legacy endu res 

  By Heather Sa lerno

**********************

             

 Charlotte’s Web has captivated children since it was first 
published in 1952, with its moving tale of an unlikely 
friendship between a humble pig named Wilbur and a 

clever spider named Charlotte, who saves Wilbur from slaugh-
ter by spinning messages of praise into her titular home. Author 
E.B. White 1921—one of Cornell’s most famous alumni writers, 
whose literary archive is housed in the University Library—was 
inspired to write the book by his own experiences on his farm in 
Maine, where he raised cows, geese, sheep, chickens, and pigs. 
One morning White walked into the barn and became fasci-
nated by a large gray spider spinning a complex web; weeks later, 
he realized that the spider had died, leaving behind an egg sac. 
So he placed it in an old candy box and carried it with him on a 
trip to New York City—guarding the eggs until they hatched, 
just as Wilbur does for Charlotte’s eggs in the novel. Martha 
White—White’s granddaughter and literary executor—believes 
Charlotte’s Web and his other children’s books are so beloved 
because her grandfather took writing for kids as seriously as he 
did for adults. “He did not dismiss children as an audience for 
his best writing; if anything, he probably thought they were 
superior judges and that their attention would quickly flag if he 
let the narrative go at all,” she says. “His respect for children 
brought him to that writing in a way that was very authentic.” 

White—who graduated from Cornell a century ago this 
spring—has long been celebrated for his contributions to liter-
ature, which earned him a special Pulitzer Prize in 1978 for “his 
letters, essays, and the full body of his work.” And while he › PH
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LITERARY MUSE: White in his 
offce at the New Yorker with his 
dachshund, Minnie, circa 1950 
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remains best known for his children’s books—not only 
Charlotte’s Web but Stuart Little (1945) and The Trumpet of 
the Swan (1970)—he didn’t start penning those stories until well 
after he was established as a journalist, poet, editor, and essay-
ist, most notably for the New Yorker and Harper’s Magazine. 
During a long and distinguished career, White also authored 
more than twenty volumes of poetry and prose and turned The 
Elements of Style—a guidebook on English usage by William 
Strunk Jr., PhD 1896, one of his former professors—into a best-
seller that’s still used by students from middle school onward. 
As New Yorker editor William Shawn said when White died in 
1985 at age eighty-six: “His literary style was as pure as any in 
our language. It was singular, colloquial, clear, unforced, thor-
oughly American, and utterly beautiful. Because of his quiet 
infuence, several generations of this country’s writers write 
better than they might have done . . . [H]e was ageless, and his 
writing was timeless.” 

The youngest of six children, Elwyn Brooks White was born 
in Mount Vernon, New York, in 1899. He followed his two 
older brothers to Cornell, where he picked up the nickname 
“Andy”—back then, the moniker was traditionally given to any 
male student with the surname White, in honor of University 
co-founder and inaugural president Andrew Dickson White— 
and family and friends would call him that for the rest of his 
life. On the Hill he was a member of Phi Gamma Delta frater-
nity and the senior honor society Quill and Dagger and served 
as editor-in-chief of the Daily Sun. “I think I probably put in too 
much time on the Sun,” he refected in a 1964 interview with 
the paper during Cornell’s centennial celebration. “In my senior 
year I had to write an editorial column every day and I used to 
get back up on the hill anywhere between one and two in the 
morning if it was when I was night editor.” But, he observed, 
“it certainly made a journalist out of me.” 

After graduating, White had 
brief stints at the United Press 
and the Seattle Times before 
returning to New York City 
to take a job at an advertis-
ing firm while freelancing 
on the side. But it was at the 
New Yorker where he really 
made his mark. His first 

CHILDHOOD MEMORIES (this page, clockwise from top left): White as a boy 
with a canine lawn statue, about 1910; stills from the 1999 flm of Stuart 
Little show the titular mouse with his bird friend Margalo and his human family 
(plus cat Snowbell); the book cover. Opposite page, clockwise from top right: 
The classic Charlotte’s Web cover; a page from White’s handwritten frst draft; 
a cel and sketch from the 1973 animated version; a scene from the 2006 
movie with Dakota Fanning and Wilbur the pig. 
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in our language,’ William Shawn said 
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writing was timeless.’ 

 

 

 

article—a satire of popular automobile ads—ran in one of the 
magazine’s earliest issues in 1925, and he joined its staff two 
years later. With his wry wit, straightforward style, and thought-
ful observations, White is credited with helping set the tone of 
the then-fledgling publication, which would go on to become 
one of the country’s most prestigious and influential magazines. 
His contributions to the New Yorker would span nearly sixty 
years, during which he wrote about everything from the U.S. 
Constitution to the common cold. “His prose was so vivid and 
graceful and made such an impact,” says George Hutchinson, 
a professor of English and the Newton C. Farr Professor of 
American Culture, who teaches nine-
teenth- and twentieth-century American 
literature. “It helped model a certain kind 
of literary journalistic style.” 

While White has long been celebrated 
for his ability to capture the spirit of New 
York City—his 1948 essay-turned-book Here 
Is New York is considered one of the defini-
tive odes to the Big Apple—by the late 1930s 
he’d swapped urban life for a bucolic forty-acre 
property in North Brooklin, Maine. By then 
he’d wed Katharine Angell—the fiction editor 
for the New Yorker, to whom he was married for 
nearly a half-century—and they had a son, Joel 
White ’52. (Joel matriculated at Cornell but later 
transferred to M.I.T., where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree in naval architecture; White was 
also stepfather to Angell’s two  children from› 
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Pri e J'i cents 

Ell THE NE.W YORKER 

NAVIGATION 
It never has been hard for me 

To quit my duties clerical 
And take my passage on the sea 

vVhere things are blue and spherical. 

I leave the sane and stable shore 
To ]earn a ship's propensities, 

And standing aft or standing fore 
I ponder the immensities. 

I string my log-line to the Bear, 
Lying upon the boat deck; 

I let the south wind muss my hair 
U pan a less remote deck. 

I build my little continents 
\Vith capes of hope for rounding; 

I buy a drink for twenty cents 
And take :1 mental sounding. 

But everywhere I go or stand, 
From foc'sle to galley, 

A passenger is right at hand 
To organize a rally, 

Or mention that it's getting rough, 
Or tell me of a tea dance, 

When all I want is time enough 
To watch the sparkling sea dance. 

For me no sea, no ship, no sky 
Can ever really matter 

\Vhile lady tourists gallop by, 
A-tremble and a-chatter. 

By <lay they quite obstruct the view, 
These Daras and these Janets; 

By night they vilify the crew 
And nullify the planets. 

I never·sock them on the head, 
For I am kind and dutiful; 

But, when at last they're all in bed, 
Oh, but the sea is beautiful! 

-E.B. W. 

a previous marriage, one of whom is writer Roger Angell, 
who spent much of his career as a New Yorker contribu-
tor.) The farm in Maine was where White was happiest 
and where he did much of his finest writing. In addi-
tion to his magazine work, he’d started to compose his 
first children’s book, Stuart Little, about an adventurous 
mouse living with a human family. The tale began as a 
way to entertain one of his nieces, who always asked for 

Along with the increased popularity of 

White’s work and widespread acclaim came 

fame—something he greatly disliked. 

a story when she came to visit, and White’s wife encour-
aged him to turn it into something longer. It was an immediate 
hit: published in 1945, Stuart Little sold more than 100,000 
copies in its first year. In 1999 it was adapted into a film (that 
would have two sequels) starring Hugh Laurie and Geena Davis 
as Mr. and Mrs. Little, with Stuart voiced by Michael J. Fox. 

A few years after White’s success with Stuart Little, he began 
Charlotte’s Web. Also an immediate bestseller, it has since been 
read all over the world and is still regarded as one of the best 
children’s books of all time. As Eudora Welty wrote in a review: 
“As a piece of work it is just about perfect, and just about magi-
cal in the way it is done.” Over the years the book has been 
adapted for the stage and screen, including a 1973 animated 
feature and a 2006 live-action film with Julia Roberts as the 
voice of Charlotte. It has also been translated into at least three 
dozen languages—the most recent being Kazakh, as part of an 
effort to help schools in Kazakhstan teach and preserve the 
country’s native tongue. 

The vast collection of personal papers and other items that the 
writer donated to Cornell starting in the early 1960s includes 
multiple partial drafts of Charlotte’s Web. Research services 
librarian Eisha Neely notes that those manuscripts are among 
the collection’s most treasured items, in part because they 
underscore the care that White took in bringing his barnyard 
characters and their pastoral surroundings to life. For instance, 
an early handwritten draft of the first chapter includes a sketch 
in one corner of what he envisioned Charlotte looked like, as 
well as a detailed drawing of the barn where the two live, which 
was modeled after White’s own barn in Maine. “It’s a fascinat-
ing look into his process of writing fiction,” says Neely. “He was IM

AG
ES

: T
HI

S 
PA

G
E,

 R
AR

E 
AN

D 
M

AN
US

CR
IP

T 
CO

LL
EC

TI
O

N
S;

 
O

PP
O

SI
TE

, C
O

UR
TE

SY
 O

F 
W

HI
TE

 L
IT

ER
AR

Y 
LL

C 



MJ21_eb white_PROOF_4_JBOK.indd  43 4/28/21  8:30 AM

        

 
 
 
 
 

   

  
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
       

           

 
 

 
 

very deliberate in how he depicted the animals. 
He didn’t want them to be too cartoonish. He 
was meticulous—you can see how he wanted 
to get it just right.” In all, the collection in 
Kroch Library comprises more than 260 boxes 
of notes, marked-up columns, galley proofs, 
photos, clippings, awards, and correspon-
dence between White and friends, relatives, 
colleagues, and editors. (It also includes 
White’s rather ornate wooden desk, his pencil 
sharpener, and the Underwood typewriter— 
circa 1942—that he used to write many of 
his New Yorker essays.) 

By the late 1950s White had solid-
ified his literary reputation with 
The Elements of Style, an update 

and expansion of a slim handbook of rules 
for crafting prose that Strunk had written 
and privately published in 1918 for students 
taking his advanced writing course. 
(Among its famous decrees: “Omit need-
less words.”) After a Cornell friend sent 
White a copy of Strunk’s book in 1957, he 
penned a tribute to his former professor 
(who had died in 1946) for the New Yorker. That 
caught the attention of an editor at Macmillan, who proposed a 
reissue with White’s essay as an introduction. White proceeded 
to do far more than that, giving Strunk’s original volume a thor-
ough edit and adding new material. Among the tips that White 
added was to “revise and rewrite,” and he often followed his own 
advice: Martha White points out that much of the 100 linear 
feet of letters and papers housed in his Cornell archive are revi-
sions. (She also recalls witnessing her grandfather on his hands 
and knees in his office in Maine, cutting a manuscript apart, 
reworking it, and pasting it back together.) 

Elements was a smash when it was released in 1959, and 
further editions followed; by the time a fourth was published 
in 2000 with a foreword by Roger Angell, ten million copies 
had been sold. It remains relevant: in 2011 Time listed it as 
one of the 100 best and most influential nonfiction books, and 
a recent survey by DegreeQuery (a company that does research 
on higher education) found that it’s among the top ten texts 
assigned at Ivy League and top public colleges in the U.S. 
Katherine Gottschalk—a retired senior lecturer who co-wrote 
The Elements of Teaching Writing, a resource for writing instruc-
tors whose title is an homage to the classic guide—believes 
White’s voice is key to the book’s lasting appeal. “We can 
thank him for the fun, for his wonderful ear and aptitude for 
metaphor,” says Gottschalk, pointing to an elegant line that 
appears at the beginning of one chapter: “Writers will often find 
themselves steering by stars that are disturbingly in motion.” 

Along with the increased popularity of White’s work and wide-
spread acclaim came fame—something he greatly disliked. He 
rarely granted interviews, gave speeches, or did literary readings. 
He declined to attend the ceremonies when he was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1963, the National Medal for › 

. That 

PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG MAN (this page, clockwise from top right): 
White as a senior on the Hill; a drawing of him by humorist and friend James Thurber; 
on a trip to Seattle in 1922. Opposite page, clockwise from top left: A New Yorker 
cover by White from 1932; one of his poems in the magazine; some of the many 
editions of The Elements of Style. 
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Dear Ca var ly: 
Thank you for your letter, written on such 

pretty stationery. I never write continuations to my 

books, I try to make the stories complete just as they 

stand. As for Stuart Little, I purposely liti1ltl left 

Stuart while he was still searching for Margalo. But I 

put in a hint at the e nd---I said he was headed in the 

right diredtion. This leaves the ending to the imagination 

of the reader. Don't worry about stuart---he likes to 

travel, and he is going in the right direction. 

Sincerely, 

Literature in 1971, or the Pulitzer. Martha White explains that 
while her grandfather appreciated the honors, he was a private 
person who was uncomfortable in public settings. “He didn’t 
like being in the limelight,” she says. However, White happily 
wrote back to many of the fans who reached out to him; Neely 
notes that White saved thousands of letters over the years along 
with carbon copies of his replies, which are preserved in the 
archive. He seemed especially touched by the correspondence 
from young readers, who often sent crayon drawings and asked 
detailed questions about the books. Says Neely: “There are so 
many beautiful interactions between him and these children.” 

Since her grandfather’s death, Martha White has edited four 
collections of his work including In the Words of E.B. White, a 
selection of quotations published in 2011 by Cornell University 
Press, and E.B. White on Dogs, a 2013 compendium of canine-
related writings by the lifelong dog lover. She says she’s certain 
he’d be pleased by the effect his writing continues to have— 
and she’s mindful of how many of his decades-old essays are 
relevant today, particularly those that speak about freedom and 
democracy. That struck her so strongly when re-reading some 
of his work a few years ago, she put together a compendium of 
essays, letters, and poems entitled On Democracy (2019). Given 
America’s current tumultuous political climate, she argues that 
his words offer historical context, quiet wisdom—and faith in 
a better future. As her grandfather wrote in 1973 as the coun-
try was fighting the Vietnam War, in response to a letter from 
a man lamenting the state of the world: “As long as there is one 
upright man, as long as there is one compassionate woman . . . 
the scene is not desolate. Hope is the thing that is left to us, in 
a bad time.”  nWhite seemed especially touched 

by the correspondence from young 

readers, who often sent crayon 

drawings and asked detailed 

questions about the books. 

FAN MAIL: A youthful reader from 1951 (above) asks a common 
question about Stuart Little’s avian pal. Left: White’s reply to the 
same query from a different child more than two decades later. 
Top left: The author on his farm in Maine in 1962. 
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REA DING LIST 
A sampling of White’s oeuvre 

White is best known for Charlotte’s Web, Stuart Little, and The 

Elements of Style—but he published some twenty other books during 

his long career. They include:  

Less Than Nothing (1927) This little-known first publication 

compiled a series of humorous advertisements for the 

New Yorker. As a newly hired staff writer, White anony-

mously wrote short features about a dim-witted young 

couple, Sterling and Flora Finny, who commit social 

missteps that could have been avoided if they’d read 

the magazine. Each ad is illustrated with a photograph 

of the couple, portrayed by a pair of manne-

quins that White came across in Wanamaker’s 

department store. 

The Lady is Cold (1929) White’s first collec-

tion of poetry was released two years after he 

joined the New Yorker, where he began to find 

his literary voice. Not long after this book was 

published, White wrote to his brother Stanley: 

“I discovered a long time ago that writing of the 

small things of the day, the trivial matters of the 

heart, the inconsequential but near things of this 

living, was the only kind of creative work which I could 

accomplish with any sincerity or grace.” 

Is Sex Necessary? (1929) In his early years at 

the New Yorker, White shared an office with writer 

and cartoonist James Thurber. The two collaborated 

on this parody of the books about Freudian sexual 

theories that were popular in the 1920s, inventing 

pseudoscientific terms and using Thurber’s spare 

pencil sketches as illustrations. The spoof was a bestseller and 

helped launch both of their careers, with a critic for the Saturday 

Review of Literature fondly calling it “one of the silliest books in 

years.” 

One Man’s Meat (1942) This collection started as a series of 

columns for Harper’s Magazine after White left Manhattan and began 

writing about everyday life on his farm in Maine. It includes a reprint 

of one of his best-known essays, “Once More to the Lake,” a medi-

tation on the passage of time. A Kirkus review called the book “a 

lively record of an active inquiring mind, whose sense of the ridicu-

lous in no way impairs his appreciation of the life he lives and the 

people he knows.” 

Here Is New York (1949) White wrote this nostalgic, reflective 

essay for Holiday magazine in the aftermath of World War II. It was 

then published as a short book, which the New York Times named as 

one of the ten best ever written about New York City. His prescient 

words about the fragility of the city took on new meaning after 9/11: 

“The city, for the first time in its long history, is destructible. A single 

flight of planes no bigger than a wedge of geese can quickly end 

this island fantasy, burn the towers, crumble the bridges, turn the 

underground passages into lethal chambers, cremate the millions.” 

The Second Tree from the Corner 

(1954) Most of the essays, poems, and 

stories in this volume originally appeared 

over two decades in the New Yorker (and 

include a deeply personal piece about the 

death of a pig that some believe inspired 

the character of Wilbur in Charlotte’s Web). 

A nonfiction finalist for the National Book Award, this collec-

tion prompted the New York Times to write: “It is high time 

to declare roundly what a good many people have long 

suspected, that E.B. White is the finest essayist in the 

United States.” 

The Points of My Compass: Letters from the East, 

the West, the North, the South (1962) The essays in this collec-

tion (which first appeared in the New Yorker) are from a period when 

White was writing as if he were a foreign correspondent—but one 

who never left home. In it he muses about topics big and small: the 

United Nations, New York pigeons, Thoreau, railroads in Maine, hurri-

canes, nuclear disarmament, and a visit to the circus. 

The Trumpet of the Swan (1970) White’s third novel for children 

tells the story of Louis, a trumpeter swan born without a voice. Louis 

is determined to overcome this difficulty to win the love of a beautiful 

swan named Serena, but nothing works—until his father steals him 

a real brass trumpet. John Updike (whose early work was champi-

oned by White and his wife, Katharine) praised White’s love of natural 

detail, noting: “We, and our children, are lucky to have this book.” 

Poems and Sketches of E.B. White (1981) The final book 

published during White’s lifetime is an anthology of fifty poems and 

thirty-five sketches, stories, and other commentary that spans his 

prolific career. Among them are three previously unpublished poems, 

including a touching verse for his wife that reads in part: “Flowers 

respond to something in the gardener’s face / Some secret in the 

heart, some special grace. / Yours were the rains that made the roses 

grow / And that is why I love your garden so.” 
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C.J. CHIVERS Junot Dfaz 

Book Tour
Fill your summer reading list with works by contemporary alumni authors 

In celebration of the status of E.B. White 1921 as a Big Red literary icon, here’s a wide-ranging sam-
pling of notable books—bestsellers, winners of prestigious awards, the basis for major films, and 
more—by fellow Cornellians. There’s something for everyone, with dozens of titles in a variety of 
genres: literature, mystery, horror, comedy, nonfiction, memoir, young adult, short stories, and poetry. 

Trust Exercise 
SUSAN CHOI, MFA ’95 

Choi was a Pulitzer Prize finalist for 
American Woman, a fictional take on 
the Patty Hearst tale. Trust Exercise, her 

fifth novel, won the 
2019 National Book 
Award. It follows 
students at a subur-
ban performing arts 
high school in the 
early 1980s, eventu-
ally jumping ahead 
fifteen years. As the 

New York Times observed, the book is 
“packed with wild moments of grace and 
fear and abandon,” as what begins as a 
well-observed story of love and heart-
break between two teenagers “becomes 
a metafictional commentary on all that 
has gone before.” 

New York Times observed, the book is 

The Fighters 
C.J. CHIVERS ’87, BA ’88 

Chivers, a former 
Marine, is a Pulitzer-
winning war reporter 
for the New York 
Times. In this 2018 
bestseller, he brings 
to life the ongo-
ing conflicts in 
Afghanistan and Iraq 

through the experiences of six military 
members including a helicopter pilot, a 
corpsman (medical staffer), and an infan-
try officer. As the Times observed in a 
review: “This is a book about the lower 
ranks who experience the thing itself, 
the gut-wrenching violence and confu-
sion of war—history from the ground up, 
not from the top down, precisely what 
Washington elites miss.” 

Lovecraft Country 
MATT RUFF ’87 

Ruff’s 2016 fantasy/horror novel is the 
basis for the current HBO series, nomi-
nated for a Golden Globe for best TV 

drama. The protag-
onist is an African 
American veteran 
of the Korean War 
who encounters both 
fantastical monsters 
and the real-world 
horrors of Jim Crow-
era racism as he and 

his relatives travel in search of his missing 
father. “If nothing else,” observed Kirkus, 
“you have to giggle over how this novel’s 
namesake [horror legend H.P. Lovecraft], 
who held vicious white supremacist opin-
ions, must be doing triple axels in his 
grave at the way his imagination has been 
so impudently shaken and stirred.” 

his relatives travel in search of his missing 

The Tiger’s Wife 
TÉA OBREHT, MFA ’08 

Obreht’s debut novel, a New York Times 
bestseller and a finalist for the National 
Book Award, landed on a slew of 2011 

top ten lists. As an 
NPR headline put 
it, “magical realism 
meets big cats” in 
this tale of a young 
medical student 
who wrestles with 
the ghosts of war 
in an unnamed 

Balkan country—resembling Obreht’s 
native Yugoslavia—as she copes with her 
grief over the recent death of her grand-
father. Former President Barack Obama 
put her second novel—Inland, another 
Times bestseller—on his 2019 summer 
reading list. 

Balkan country—resembling Obreht’s 

The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 
JUNOT DÍAZ, MFA ’95 

Widely hailed as one of 
the best books of 2007, 
Oscar Wao garnered 
Díaz a Pulitzer and a 
National Book Critics 
Circle Award, among 
other honors. Its hero, 
a first-generation Do-
minican American, is 
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a nerdy, overweight boy growing up in 
New Jersey who devours sci-fi and fantasy 
novels and fears he’ll never find love. As 
Publishers Weekly observed: “By the 
prologue’s end, it’s clear that this story of 
one poor guy’s cursed life will also be the 
story of how 500 years of historical and 
familial bad luck shape the destiny of its 
fat, sad, smart, lovable, and short-lived 
protagonist.” 

Snow Angels 
STEWART O’NAN, MFA ’92 

The prolific O’Nan has penned more than 
a dozen novels, plus short stories and 
works of nonfiction—including a wrench-

ing study of the 1944 
Hartford Circus Fire 
and a book on the 
Red Sox co-authored 
with Stephen King. 
His first novel, Snow 
Angels, became a 
2007 film starring 
Sam Rockwell and 

Kate Beckinsale. Set outside Pittsburgh 
in the winter of 1974, it centers on a 
fourteen-year-old boy coping with both 
his parents’ divorce and a violent tragedy 
involving his former babysitter. 

Kate Beckinsale. Set outside Pittsburgh 

Too Big to Fail 
ANDREW ROSS SORKIN ’99 

On the New York Times bestseller list 
for six months, Sorkin’s 2009 nonfiction 
work chronicles the financial crisis that 

befell the nation the 
previous year, based 
on numerous inter-
views with leading 
corporate executives 
and federal officials. 
Said a Times review: 
“Sorkin’s prodigious 
reporting and lively 

writing put the reader in the room for 
some of the biggest-dollar conference 
calls in history.” It was adapted into a 
2011 HBO drama. 

writing put the reader in the room for 

The Expats 
CHRIS PAVONE ’89 

Pavone’s 2012 New York Times bestsell-
ing spy thriller won both the Edgar and the 
Anthony, mystery fiction’s top awards. His 
heroine is a former CIA assassin trying to 

adjust to the compar-
atively humdrum life 
of a wife and mother 
living in Luxembourg. 
But given her many 
secrets and the poten-
tial for current peril, 
her past threatens to 
catch up with her. 

Pavone followed The Expats—which 
Publishers Weekly praised as “metic-
ulously plotted” and “psychologically 
complex”—with a sequel, The Paris 
Diversion. 

The Girls’ Guide to Hunting and Fishing 
MELISSA BANK, MFA ’88 

Entertainment Weekly called this New 
York Times bestselling collection of seven 
interlinked short stories from 1999 a 

“swinging, funny, 
and tender study of 
contemporary rela-
tionships.” The title 
tale—inspired by 
now-infamous dating 
advice books of the 
era like The Rules— 
follows a woman 

who hits it off with a fellow guest at a 
wedding. But their relationship goes off 
the rails when she tries to stick to the 
“play hard to get” formula laid out in How 
to Meet and Marry Mr. Right. 

Pavone followed 

who hits it off with a fellow guest at a 

Unstoppable 
BILL NYE ’77 

The New York Times bestseller by TV’s 
beloved “Science Guy” is a call to arms 
for (to quote the subtitle) “harnessing 

science to change the 
world”—specifically, 
combatting climate 
change and shifting 
to renewable energy. 
As Neil deGrasse 
Tyson said in a blurb: 
“Unstoppable is what 
you get when you 

melt down Bill Nye the Science Guy and 
turn him into a book,” going on to call it 
“a must-read for anybody who needs to 
be scientifically literate in the twenty-first 
century.” Unstoppable was a follow-up to 
Nye’s previous bestseller, Undeniable: 
Evolution and the Science of Creation. › 

melt down Bill Nye the Science Guy and 
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The Devil Wears Prada 
LAUREN WEISBERGER ’99 

Meryl Streep was nominated for an Oscar 
and won a Golden Globe for her barbed 
turn as the title’s fashionably shod villain-

ess in the 2006 hit 
film of Weisberger’s 
2003 New York 
Times bestseller. 
(Aptly, the costumes 
also won numer-
ous awards.) Streep 
played Miranda 
Priestly, the grande 

dame of an iconic fashion magazine— 
believed to be modeled on Anna Wintour 
and Vogue, where the author worked 
after Cornell—who eats up young assis-
tants and spits them out. Anne Hathaway 
portrayed the protagonist, a new college 
grad who lands a highly coveted job under 
Priestly and lives to regret it. 

Dear Committee Members 
JULIE SCHUMACHER, MFA ’86 

This 2015 epistolary novel—in the form 
of increasingly strident communica-
tions between academics, on matters 

both professorial 
and personal—was 
named one of the 
year’s best books by 
NPR and the Boston 
Globe and won 
Schumacher the 
Thurber Prize for 
American Humor, 

making her the first woman to receive 
it. (Previous winners include David 
Sedaris, Jon Stewart, and Calvin Trillin.) 
The protagonist is a hapless, recently 
divorced professor at an undistinguished 
university; Schumacher continued his 
comic adventures in a 2018 sequel, The 
Shakespeare Requirement. 

dame of an iconic fashion magazine—

making her the first woman to receive 

The Nazis Next Door 
ERIC LICHTBLAU ’87 

Lichtblau, a Pulitzer-
winning journalist 
for the New York 
Times, turns his 
reportorial eye on 
a little-known fact 
of post-World War 
II history: some 
10,000 former  

Nazis—including high-level officers— 
were quietly resettled in the U.S. Their 
emigration sometimes came with the 
help of the American government, which 
aimed to use them as scientific or intel-
ligence assets. “Lichtblau brings ample 
investigative skills and an elegant writ-
ing style to this unsavory but important 
story,” the Times said of the 2014 best-
seller, calling it “a captivating book rooted 
in first-rate research.” 

Vinegar Hill 
A. MANETTE ANSAY, MFA ’91 

Ansay took the title of her wrenching 
debut novel from the name of a steep 
street on the west side of Ithaca, near 

Cayuga Lake. The 
plot, set in 1972, 
involves a school-
teacher who, along 
with her unemployed 
husband and two 
children, is forced 
by financial circum-
stances to move back 

to her rural Wisconsin hometown—and 
into the unhappy home of her demanding, 
eccentric, and devoutly Catholic in-laws. 
An Oprah’s Book Club selection five years 
after its publication in 1994, Vinegar Hill 
went on to become a 2005 TV movie 
starring Mary-Louise Parker and Tom 
Skerritt. 

The Sun Is Also a Star 
NICOLA YOON ’94 

Both this and Yoon’s previous young-
adult novel—Everything, Everything, 
about a teen confined to her home due 

to an immune condi-
tion—were New York 
Times bestsellers 
and had film adap-
tations. The Sun Is 
Also a Star, a final-
ist for the National 
Book Award, has 
dual high school-

age narrators—one a Jamaican-born girl 
about to be deported, the other a Korean 
American boy on his way to a college 
admissions interview—who meet and 
fall in love on the streets of New York in 
a single day. School Library Journal called 
it “part coming-of-age, part romance, and 
all extraordinary.” 

to her rural Wisconsin hometown—and 

age narrators—one a Jamaican-born girl 

We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow 
We Will Be Killed With Our Families 
PHILIP GOUREVITCH ’86 

Kirkus called Gourevitch’s 1998 nonfic-
tion work—which garnered numerous 
honors including the National Book 

Critics Circle Award 
a nd the  Polk  
Award for Foreign 
Reporting—“a prob-
ing chronicle of the 
mass ethnic slaugh-
ter in Rwanda 
that raises ques-
tions about human 

survival and coexistence in that coun-
try and everywhere.” Gourevitch, a New 
Yorker writer and the child of Holocaust 
survivors, delves into the roots of the 1994 
genocide that took a million lives, sharing 
tales of loss and survival garnered through 
multiple reporting trips. 

survival and coexistence in that coun

Pitch Perfect 
MICKEY RAPKIN ’00 

Rapkin’s 2008 work of nonfiction, subti-
tled The Quest for Collegiate A Cappella 
Glory, followed a season’s worth of onstage 

and backstage drama 
in the quirky subcul-
ture of competitive 
university singing 
groups. (Rapkin had 
experience with the 
art form, having 
sung on the Hill with 
Cayuga’s Waiters.) 

A fictionalized take on Rapkin’s book 
formed the basis for the blockbuster 2012 
film starring Anna Kendrick and Rebel 
Wilson—plus two sequels. Rapkin’s 
other books include Theater Geek, about 
Stagedoor Manor, the  legendary perform-
ing arts camp in Downstate New York’s 
Sullivan County. 

A fictionalized take on Rapkin’s book 

A Clean Kill in Tokyo 
BARRY EISLER ’86, JD ’89 

Originally published 
under the title Rain 
Fall, the 2002 thriller 
is the first in Eisler’s 
bestselling series 
about antihero John 
Rain, a Vietnam 
veteran and Tokyo-
based assassin who 
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specializes in making deaths look like 
natural causes. The son of an American 
mother and a Japanese father, Rain finds 
his personal and professional lives compli-
cated—and his life in danger—when he 
falls for the daughter of his latest victim. 
The book was made into a 2009 film 
featuring Gary Oldman as one of Rain’s 
adversaries, a master spy. The most recent 
entry in the series, The Killer Collective, 
was published in 2019. 

The Game 
KEN DRYDEN ’69 

Considered by many to be the best book 
ever written about hockey, Dryden’s 
1983 memoir—which Sports Illustrated 

called one of the 
top ten sports books 
of all time—was 
re-released in a thir-
tieth anniversary 
edition featuring new 
photos and an addi-
tional chapter. In the 
book, which Dryden 

wrote during his last season as a player, 
the Big Red superstar and legendary NHL 
goalie offers vividly detailed recollec-
tions of life on and off the ice. A former 
member of Canada’s parliament, Dryden 
has penned several other books including 
Game Change (2017), which explores the 
epidemic of traumatic brain injury among 
former players. 

wrote during his last season as a player, 

This Beautiful Life 
HELEN SCHULMAN ’83 

Publishers Weekly called this New York 
Times bestseller—also one of the paper’s 
100 Notable Books of 2011—a “sobering 

tale of how adolescent 
stupidity can have 
criminal and social 
repercussions.” Its 
characters confront 
a thorny issue of the 
digital age: how (and 
whether) to punish 
teens who share 

sexually explicit images of themselves 
and others. Here, a fifteen-year-old boy 
attending a posh NYC prep school (having 
just moved to the city from Ithaca) faces 
potentially life-altering consequences 
after he forwards an unsolicited video he 
received from a younger girl. 

sexually explicit images of themselves 

The Zookeeper’s Wife 
DIANE ACKERMAN, MFA ’73, PHD ’79 

Publishers Weekly called Ackerman’s 
2007 nonfiction book—a New York 
Times bestseller chronicling how staff at 

the zoo in Warsaw, 
Poland, saved several 
hundred people from 
the Nazis during 
World War II by 
hiding them in their 
bombed-out facili-
ty’s empty cages—a 
“suspenseful, beauti-

fully crafted story.” Jessica Chastain and 
Daniel Brühl starred in the 2017 film 
version. Ackerman’s many works include 
A Natural History of the Senses and One 
Hundred Names for Love: A Stroke, a 
Marriage, and the Language of Healing, 
a Pulitzer finalist. 

fully crafted story.” Jessica Chastain and 

Big Machine 
VICTOR LAVALLE ’94, BA ’95 

Lavalle’s 2009 novel won horror fiction’s 
coveted Shirley Jackson Award (one of 
multiple times he has won or been nomi-

nated) and was on 
numerous top-ten 
lists. His narrator, an 
African American 
man named Ricky, is 
a recovering heroin 
addict who travels 
to northern Vermont 
to join a secret soci-

ety of scholars—originally founded by 
a runaway slave and made up of Black 
people with backgrounds similar to 
Ricky’s—who investigate the supernat-
ural and combat evil forces. Lavalle’s 
other critically acclaimed novels include 
The Ecstatic, The Devil in Silver, and 
The Changeling. 

ety of scholars—originally founded by 

Half the Sky 
SHERYL WUDUNN ’81 

WuDunn and her husband, Nicholas 
K ristof, won a 
Pulitzer for their New 
York Times coverage 
of China’s democ-
racy movement, 
including the 1989 
Tiananmen Square 
protests. They’ve 
also co-authored 

four bestsellers, including this one from 
2009—which chronicles challenges facing 
women and girls in the developing world 
and ways to overcome them—that was 
made into a PBS documentary. Their 
subjects include a Cambodian teen who 
was trafficked into sex work but escaped 
and became a successful merchant, and 
an Ethiopian woman who overcame debil-
itating injuries she suffered while giving 
birth and went on to train as a surgeon. 

Birds of America 
LORRIE MOORE, MFA ’82 

As the New York Times observed, “many 
of the characters in this volume are 
women trapped in—or abruptly ejected 

f rom—shopworn 
relationships.” The 
twelve stories in 
this highly praised 
collection concern 
such events as a visit 
to Ireland’s Blarney 
Stone and a yuppie-
filled New Year’s Eve 

party—scenarios through which inner 
lives are revealed. “Acutely aware of her 
characters’ obsession with their own 
emotional temperatures,” said the Times, 
which called it one of the best books of 
1998, “Ms. Moore can be devastatingly 
funny about their self-absorption and 
their awareness of their self-absorption.” 

The End of History and the Last Man 
FRANCIS FUKUYAMA ’74 

This 1992 New York Times bestselling 
work of political philosophy—an expan-
sion of a widely read essay published several 

years earlier—helped 
put Fukuyama on 
the map. In it, he 
argues that the 
post-Cold War era 
heralded “the end 
point of mankind’s 
ideological evolution 
and the universal-

ization of Western liberal democracy as 
the final form of human government.” 
Kirkus called the book, which has sparked 
debate since its publication, “an impor-
tant work that affords significant returns 
on the investments of time and attention 
required to get the most from its elegantly 
structured theme.” › 

party—scenarios through which inner 

ization of Western liberal democracy as 
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BEEN DOWN SO LONG 
IT LOOKS LIKE UP TO 
ME RICHARD FARINA 

Big Red Backdrop A roundup 

set on the Hill 
of novels 

Come back to campus with these books that take place at Cornell—the real one or a fictionalized version—listed in rough chronological 
order by the era in which they unfold. While some are out of print and may be harder to find, copies can generally be located online. 

academic mystery.” The heroine is a librarian at 

Te Widening
Stain 
Morris Bishop 1913, 
PhD 1926 
Writing under the pen 
name W. Bolingbroke 
Johnson, Bishop produced 
what Publishers Weekly 
called a “sparkling 

academic mystery.” The heroine is a librarian at 
an unnamed university (clearly Cornell) who finds 
the body of a popular female French instructor 
who was last seen at a party at the president’s 
house—a seemingly accidental death that’s 
followed by the discovery of a strangled man 
inside a locked room. First published in 1941, it 
has enjoyed several reprints. 

Pnin 
Vladimir Nabokov 
The author taught on the 
Hill from 1948 to 1959— 
and this 1957 novel 
has as its title character 
a struggling Russian 
émigré on the faculty of 
“Waindell College.” “Pnin 

is Nabokov as he might have been in American 
exile,” observed the Guardian, “if he had not 
possessed a mastery of the English language, 
a supportive and cherished wife, and the re-
source of literary creativity—a quaint, eccentric, 
rather sad figure, doomed never to understand 
fully the society in which he finds himself.” 

is Nabokov as he might have been in American 

Halfway Down
the Stairs 
Charles Thompson ’51, 
MA ’52 
Thompson’s debut 
novel, published in 
1957, follows a young 
couple—from their 
meeting in a New 

England resort town to their time on the 
Hill to post-grad life in NYC—who are part 
of a bohemian crowd during a post-Korean 
War era of shifting values. “Mr. Thompson 
has striven valiantly,” observed a New York 
Times review, “to be completely honest in his 
picture of a generation without conventional 
morals or visible purpose.” 

Been Down So  
Long It Looks 
Like Up to Me 
Richard Fariña ’59  
Cornell is named  
Mentor University in  
this 1966 novel, which  
was published just two  
days before Fariña’s  
death in a motorcycle  
accident. Now a  

counterculture classic, the book—in the words of  
his friend Thomas Pynchon ’59—“comes on like  
the Hallelujah Chorus done by 200 kazoo players 
with perfect pitch.” Its protagonist, a recent grad 
named Gnossos Pappadopoulis, explores the 
psychedelic offerings on and off campus in a 
certain Upstate college town. 

And the 
Sparrow Fell 
Robert Mrazek ’67 
Published by Cornell 
University Press, this 
2017 novel by the former 
U.S. Congressman and 
prolific author tells the 
coming-of-age tale of two 
brothers from a wealthy 

Long Island family who are both undergrads on 
the Hill during the Vietnam era. One is passion-
ately opposed to the war, while the other is eager 
to prove himself in battle in the mold of their 
father, who won the Medal of Honor for service in 
World War II. 

counterculture classic, the book—in the words of 

Long Island family who are both undergrads on 

A Journey to
Sahalin 
James McConkey 
“Mr. McConkey is a 
professor of English at 
Cornell and observed 
firsthand the troubles 
there,” the New York 
Times wrote in its review 
of this 1971 novel about 

a university in the aftermath of a polarizing 
protest for Black student rights. “He is completely 
convincing. Of the book’s many qualities, the 
one that most impressed me was the unforced 
tenderness that suffuses it.” The protagonist is 
the dean of students—the man at the center of 
the fraught debate over whether to punish the 
protesters—at the school, dubbed Brangwen. 

Crossover 
Dennis Williams ’73 
Another novel to take 
inspiration from the 
historic racial turmoil on 
the Hill a half-century 
ago, Crossover follows 
an African American 
student who matriculates 

at Cornell in 1969 and undergoes a political 
awakening. Kirkus called the 1994 book by 
Williams, a former Cornell faculty member who 
has also served as an editor at Newsweek, a 
“solid, insightful debut.” 

a university in the aftermath of a polarizing 

at Cornell in 1969 and undergoes a political 

Audition for 
Murder 
P.M. Carlson ’61, 
PhD ’74 
This 1985 mystery with a 
theatrical backdrop is the 
first in Carlson’s Maggie 
Ryan series, which stars 
an amateur sleuth who’s 
a grad student at a PH
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university resembling Cornell (and in an Ithaca-
like town) beginning in the late Sixties. Carlson 
followed up with Murder Is Academic, set amid 
antiwar protests and violent threats facing women 
on campus, and then six more, including Murder 
Is Pathological and Murder in the Dog Days. 

Te War   
Between   
the Tates 
Alison Lurie  
Lurie, a professor  
emerita of English  
who passed away in  
December, named her  
thinly disguised Cornell  
“Corinth University.” In  

pheaval in a faculty  
e learns that her professor  

this 1974 novel—made into a 1977 TV movie  
starring Elizabeth Ashley and Richard Crenna— 
it’s the backdrop for u
marriage, after the wif
husband has been having an illicit affair with a 
grad student, who’s now pregnant. Lurie’s 1984 
Pulitzer winner, Foreign Affairs, followed two 
Corinth profs on sabbatical in London. 

Fool on the Hill 
Matt Ruff ’87 
“This exuberant first  
novel unfolds at Cornell  
University, the alma  
mater of its twenty-two-
year-old author,” noted  
Publishers Weekly, 
“who has re-imagined  

this 1974 novel—made into a 1977 TV movie 

his school as the center of a violent and funny his school as the center of a violent and funny  
modern-day fairy tale.” Ruff’s 1988 work, now a  
cult classic, chronicles the adventures of a young 
writer-in-residence at a fantastical version of the 
Hill—complete with a sorceress, talking animals, 
and a dragon. 

My Education 
Susan Choi, MFA ’95 
Choi’s fourth novel, 
published in 2013 
and set at a Cornell-
like institution starting 
in the early Nineties, 
is narrated by a grad 
student who’s attracted 

both to one of her professors and to his wife. 
But, wrote the L.A. Times, “this is just the 
background against which the larger story 
unfolds. What Choi . . . is after is the elusive 
territory of experience, the way people and 
events imprint us when we’re young and then 
linger, exerting a subtle pressure over how we 
live our lives.” 

both to one of her professors and to his wife. 

Felt 
ALICE FULTON, MFA ’82 

Fulton is a professor emerita of English 
at Cornell. Her 2001 collection, Felt, won 
the Bobbitt National Prize for Poetry, 

given by the Library 
of Congress to the 
finest work by an 
American published 
the preceding two 
years. The volume, 
said the award 
committee, “sizzles 
with logophilia and 

tropes, is blessed with the kind of direct 
wiring between sensation and language, 
feeling and form, that strikes first with 
physical and then with intellectual and 
emotional wallop.” 

o f 

in 

o f 

in 

tropes, is blessed with the kind of direct 

The Revenant 
MICHAEL PUNKE, JD ’89 

The 2015 film adaptation of Punke’s 
book won three Oscars—including Best 
Actor (Leonardo DiCaprio) and Best 

Director (Alejandro 
Iñárritu)—and was 
nominated for nine 
more. Kirkus called 
this 2002 New York 
Times bestseller 
“a good adventure 
yarn, with plenty 
of historical atmo-

sphere and local color.” The plot—set in 
1823 and based on a true story—concerns 
a fur trapper who is near-fatally mauled 
by a grizzly bear. After the two colleagues 
tasked with caring for him instead leave 
him to die, he traverses the frontier on a 
quest to exact revenge. 

sphere and local color.” The plot—set in 

Europe Central 
WILLIAM VOLLMANN ’81 

The New York Times described 
Vollmann’s work, which won a 2005 
National Book Award, as “part novel and 

part stories, virtuoso 
historical remem-
brance and focused 
study of violence.” In 
thirty-seven chron-
ologically arranged 
tales, Vollmann taps 
real-life characters to 
highlight the brutality 

of the World War II-era conflict between 
Russia and Germany. “In the small set of 
of the World War II-era conflict between 

America’s best contemporary novelists,” 
said Publishers Weekly, “Vollmann is the 
perpetual comet.” 

Last Flag Flying 
DARRYL PONICSÁN, MA ’65 

A sequel to his acclaimed 1970 novel, The 
Last Detail—which was adapted into a 
now-classic film starring Jack Nicholson— 

Ponicsán’s 2005 
tale reunites three 
Vietnam veterans as 
one is about to bury 
his son, a Marine 
killed in Iraq. It was 
made into a 2017 
film directed by 
Richard Linklater 
and starring Steve 

Carell, Bryan Cranston, and Laurence 
Fishburne. 
Carell, Bryan Cranston, and Laurence 

The Butcher’s Boy 
THOMAS PERRY ’69 

Perry is the prolific author of several 
mystery series; his 1982 debut won 
the Edgar Award for best first novel. It 

features two protag-
onists: a professional 
hitman—known only 
by the code name 
of the title—who 
himself becomes the 
target of a murder-
for-hire contract, and 
the female Justice 

Department analyst who is on his trail. Department analyst who is on his trail.

Inherent Vice 
THOMAS PYNCHON ’59 

“For better and worse,” wrote Kirkus, 
“this is the closest Pynchon is likely 
to come to a beach book. A psych-

edelic beach book, of 
course: it’s hippie-era 
Los Angeles, and our 
hero smokes mari-
juana the way others 
smoke cigarettes, 
which is something 
of an occupational 

hazard in a profession that requires 
deductive abilities.” Set in the 1970s, 
Pynchon’s 2009 bestseller follows the 
adventures of private eye Larry “Doc” 
Sportello. Joaquin Phoenix played him 
in the 2014 film version, also starring 
Josh Brolin and Owen Wilson. n 

hazard in a profession that requires 
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Amid the stresses of daily life,  
campus gardens offer a colorful  
and calming oasis 

FLOWER POWER: The gardens 
behind the A.D. White House 
are among the oldest and 
most beloved on campus. 
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C ornell is renowned for its 
natural beauty—not only 
the semi-wild delights of 
its gorges and waterfalls but 

also the more manicured loveliness of 
its carefully tended fowers and shrubs. 
In addition to the many small planted 
beds located throughout campus—most 
prominently, the bright red geraniums 
around the CORNELL UNIVERSITY signs 
that welcome visitors with a cheery pop 
of color from late spring to early fall—are 
more than twenty offcial gardens, some 
of which have graced the Hill for decades. 
“Our gardens are in many ways not as 
formal as those on some other campuses 
that are very geometric in shape, with 
straight lines and corners,” observes Dan 
Schied, the University’s grounds director. 
“Ours are a little more curvilinear, and I 
think that makes a big difference. We’re 
really trying to complement the natu-
ral beauty of Ithaca rather than detract 
from it.” 

Perhaps the best known garden on 
campus is one of the oldest: the dramatic 
arrangement of fora behind the A.D. 
White House, formerly the University’s 
presidential residence. The garden—an 
image of which Schied uses as a Zoom 
background—includes a secluded “secret” 
section as well as a mixture of annuals and 
perennials that provide a riot of color in 
season. For decades, it has been tended by 
Kim Klein ’90, a CALS horticulture alum 
and senior gardener on the grounds staff 
who notes that it traces its (literal) roots 
to Daisy Farrand, wife of Cornell’s fourth 
president, who “brought the gardens back 
to life” while living in the mansion in the 
1920s and 1930s. “If you’re accustomed 
to the hustle and bustle—the noise and 
the traffc and the crowds—on campus, 
when you go up there it feels like you’re 
walking into a quieter, slower-paced envi-
ronment,” Klein says. “You’re more aware 
of the chipmunks, squirrels, and butter-
fies. You hear the birds, and sometimes 
just the quiet.” 

Most gardens on campus are tended by 
the grounds staff, with crews assigned to 
one of four zones. An exception is Minns 
Garden, located on Tower Road off the Ag 
Quad, which is a teaching facility main-
tained by CALS students and faculty; 
named for Lua Minns, Cornell’s frst 
female professor of foriculture, it was 
originally located on Garden Avenue 
(hence the street’s name) near Bailey 
Hall. “The beauty of our gardens is that 
they’re right on Central Campus, close by 
where you’re working or studying,” says 
University landscape architect David 
Cutter ’84, BS ’85. “You don’t have to 
make a special trip. If it’s a nice day and 
you’ve got a couple of minutes between 
classes or you want to eat lunch outside, 
they’re easy to use.” 

Among Cutter’s favorites is the 
Japanese garden outside the Johnson 

‘Our gardens are in many 
ways not as formal as those on 

some other campuses,’ says 
Dan Schied, the University’s 

grounds director. 

Museum; designed by Marc Peter 
Keane ’79, it features natural elements 
symbolizing the Three Laughers of the 
Tiger Glen, an ancient parable about 
overcoming differences. Nina Bassuk 
’74, a longtime horticulture professor 
who co-teaches a popular course enti-
tled “Creating the Urban Eden,” cites 
as one of her favorites the Centennial 
Garden tucked behind Mann Library; 
she describes that secluded and shady 
spot, which her students designed in 
2004, as “very calming and cool in the 
summer.” Other gardens on Central 
Campus include the colorful collection of 
azaleas across from ILR and the Willard 
Straight Rock Garden, nestled between 
the Straight and Cornell Health. “To › 

Rhododendron Collection (right) 
Located on Comstock Knoll near the Botanic Gardens visitor center, the collection is at 
its most brilliant in May and early June—when it’s ablaze with pink, red, white, and yellow 
blossoms (not only rhododendrons but also azaleas) set amid steep, narrow pathways 
and numerous hostas, ferns, and other flora. PH
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‘Whatever mood you’re in, you 
can definitely find a garden on 

campus to meet your needs,’ says 
University landscape architect 

David Cutter ’84, BS ’85. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

     
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

me, one of the most wonderful things is 
the great diversity of gardens we have,” 
Cutter says. “Whatever mood you’re in, 
whatever you’re looking for, you can def-
nitely fnd a garden on campus to meet 
your needs.” 

What’s the difference between an off-
cial “garden” and a bunch of plantings? 
“I don’t think there’s a hard and fast 
rule,” Bassuk replies—but, she says, it 
can be generally defned as “a purposeful 
collection of plants, planted in a certain 
design to elicit different functions or 
experiences.” Her yearlong “Urban Eden” 
course culminates with students team-
ing up to design and install a landscape 
or garden—one that becomes an endur-
ing part of campus. She notes that in 
addition to adding to the overall beauty 
of the Hill, appropriate plantings reduce 
energy and air pollution and combat 
wind. “They provide ecosystem services 
that amount to monetary benefts as well 
as environmental benefts,” Bassuk says. 

And while students, faculty, and 

staff can enjoy numerous garden spots 
during their daily travels around campus, 
they also have access to a nearby facil-
ity devoted entirely to fora: the Cornell 
Botanic Gardens (formerly Cornell Plan-
tations), which boasts twenty-fve acres 
of tended gardens in addition to an 

arboretum and vast natural areas. Those 
gardens include a dramatic collection of 
rhododendrons and spaces devoted to 
herbs and to wildfowers—even a garden 
specifically designed to shine in the 
depths of an Ithaca winter. “The Botanic 
Gardens can connect with people at an 
intellectual level, or at a more emotional 
level,” observes director Christopher 

Dunn. “Even at a spiritual level.” 
As Dunn notes, the gardens have 

played a particularly vital role during 
COVID—a time when many campus 
facilities are closed but Cornellians may 
be desperately in need of solace amid 
the stresses of the pandemic. “We have 
received comment after comment from 
people saying how grateful they are 
that this resource is here,” he says. “It 
has been an amazing place for people 
to exhale—or inhale; to feel more 
connected with the earth, to get away 
from their troubles. It has been a place 
for renewal, to get out of the house, to 
get a little bit of exercise and fresh air. 
Study after study has shown that spend-
ing even just a few minutes in nature or 
in a garden does amazing things for one’s 
mental wellbeing.” 

The photos on these and the following 
pages—which offer a sampling of Cornell’s 
many gardens—were taken prior to the 
COVID pandemic and the University’s 
requirement for face coverings. 

Hidden Garden (left) Ruth Uris Garden (above) 
This CALS oasis is one of the Hill’s “secret gardens”—those Just off busy Tower Road—along a path that also passes by the 
partially concealed by buildings or greenery. Its protected A.D. White House and Big Red Barn—is this peaceful spot, which 
location—in a courtyard near the Bailey Conservatory—allows it boasts artfully arranged rocks as well as a small cascade that 
to house plants not usually found in a climate as cold as Ithaca’s. empties into a pool. PH
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Robison Herb Garden (top) Rockwell Azalea Garden (above) Morgan Garden (right) 
Among the visitor favorites at the Botanic Located on Tower Road near Malott According to the Johnson Museum, 
Gardens is this grouping of seventeen Hall, this dramatic collection of colorful this Japanese garden on its grounds is 
themed beds with more than 500 varieties flowering bushes offers a Central Campus based on the karesansui style, “in which 
of herbs and other plants—including those counterpart to Comstock Knoll and its the image of the landscape and water is 
that are fragrant, medicinal, and culinary. plethora of rhododendrons and azaleas. created without the use of actual water.” PH
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Minns Garden (above) 
Originally located west of its current spot, this venerable campus 
garden—overseen by CALS students and faculty—got its distinctive 
wrought-iron gates in 2008; created by a local artist-blacksmith, 
they feature intricate depictions of the flora within. 

Bioswale Garden (below) 
As horticulture professor Nina Bassuk ’74 observes, gardens can 
be functional as well as attractive. This collection of plantings near 
the Botanic Gardens visitor center was designed to slow and clean 
storm water runoff from the adjacent parking lot. 
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 EZR\ EXTRA 

CORNELL 
UNIVERSITY’S 
MAGAZINE  

This special section, a bonus issue of the university’s 
Ezra magazine, highlights ways Cornell initiatives 
intersect with philanthropy and engagement of Cornell 
alumni, parents and friends. 

SHAOYI JIANG: PROTECTIVE 
MATERIALS THAT MIMIC WATER 
By Jackie Swift 

Shaoyi Jiang, Ph.D. ’93, is the Robert S. 
Langer ’70 Family and Friends Professor 
in the Meinig School of Biomedical 
Engineering. His research focuses 
on the molecular understanding, 
design and development of functional 
zwitterionic materials for biomedical 
and engineering applications. 

continued on next page 

Jason Koski 
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“A ZWITTERIONIC MATERIAL 
LOOKS JUST LIKE WATER. THAT’S 
WHY YOU CAN PUT IT ON THE 
SURFACE OF A MEDICAL IMPLANT 
... AND OUR IMMUNE SYSTEMS 
WON’T ATTACK IT.” 

– Professor Shaoyi Jiang, Ph.D. ’93 

Biocompatibility is an enduring challenge for 
medical applications. Our immune systems
are adept at identifying foreign bodies, then 
rendering them harmless: encapsulating them 
in collagen to isolate them, attempting to
dissolve them with enzymes, or generating 
antibodies to kill them. The trouble is, our 
bodies see every intruder as an enemy –
whether it’s a dangerous virus or a life-saving 
medical implant. 
This problem has come to the fore recently in
the development of the groundbreaking mRNA 
vaccines for COVID-19, explains Shaoyi Jiang,
professor of biomedical engineering. These 
vaccines feature polyethylene glycol (PEG) as 
a stabilizing coating around the mRNA cargo,
preventing it from being destroyed by the 
body before it can stimulate the production of 
COVID-19 antibodies. 
Occasionally a patient may have an allergic 
reaction to one of the vaccines, possibly due 
to overexposure to PEG, which is present
in shampoos, drugs, toothpaste and other 
products. 
“For about 45 years now people have been
using PEG in all kinds of products because it is 
considered hydrophilic [water-loving],” says 
Jiang, who joined the Cornell faculty in 2020.
“In medical applications, it is used to protect 
drugs in the bloodstream and also implants in 
the body. Unfortunately, our bodies see it as
a foreign material and attack it, as it is not as 
hydrophilic as one would think.” 
Zwitterionic: fooling the immune system 
PEG and the question of biocompatibility have 
been central to Jiang’s research for the past 20 
years and led to his invention of a new class of
materials, known as zwitterionic. 
Zwitterionic materials are hybrids, carrying one 
positive and one negative ion, which means
they are extremely hydrophilic while neutral in 
net charge. 
“A zwitterionic material looks just like water,”
Jiang says. “That’s why you can put it on the 
surface of a medical implant or use it to replace 

62 C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E  

PEG as protection for a drug, and our immune 
systems won’t attack it.” 
In 2013, Jiang and his collaborators excited 
the biomedical world when they published a 
paper in Nature Biotechnology showing that
implants coated in their zwitterionic material 
lasted three months without encapsulation in 
animal models. Until that breakthrough, the
standard timeline for non-encapsulation was 
one month. 
“In 2016, Nature Biotechnology chose our
work as one of eight major biomedical 
research ‘hits’ published in the journal over 
the previous 20 years,” says Jiang. “A reporter
from the magazine asked me my future 
plans, and I told her I was going for the next 
milestone because we only showed three
months without encapsulation and I thought 
we could go further than that.” 
In January, Jiang and his co-authors published
another paper in Science Advances, showing 
no encapsulation of zwitterionic materials 
implanted in animal models for up to one year.
Those findings are the culmination of years 
of work to prove the concept of zwitterionic 
material as biocompatible. 
Nontoxic marine coatings 
While working on the biocompatibility 
question, Jiang also turned his attention to
another application of his new materials: 
environmentally benign marine coatings to 
prevent the buildup of fouling organisms on
ship hulls. 
“Nature is very smart, so if a material works 
on a particular species – for example, algae –
then it doesn’t work for some other species, 
such as diatoms (single-celled algae),” he says.
“When we first started testing our zwitterionic 
material and nothing stuck to it, people said, 
‘I’ve been trying this for years, and I’ve never
seen anything like this before. Why does your 
material work for every organism?’” 
The other researchers thought the answer
must be that Jiang’s material is highly toxic. 
“That’s because 90% of marine coating 

EZRA MAGAZINE EXTRA 

90 
percentage of marine 
coating products that 

keep hulls free of 
fouling organisms 
by releasing heavy 

metal ions and 
biocides. By contrast, 
zwitterionic material 

is nontoxic, essentially 
coating the hull in a 

layer of water. 

Zwitterionic materials 
are hybrids, carrying 
one positive and one 
negative ion, making 

them hydrophilic 
while neutral 
in net charge. 
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products today keep hulls free of fouling
organisms by releasing heavy metal ions and 
organic biocides that kill anything that tries to 
stick to them,” he says. 
Zwitterionic material, however, is nontoxic 
and works by coating the ship hull in a layer of 
water, essentially making it invisible to marine
organisms. They don’t stick to it because they 
don’t recognize it, similar to how the material
fools the body into ignoring implants, Jiang 
says. His zwitterionic hull material will be 
tested soon on U.S. Navy ships. 
Real-world applications 
Over the years, Jiang has looked at ways to 
commercialize some of the new zwitterionic 
technologies he invented. He holds 55 patents 
and founded or co-founded three startups 
based on his research. Now he is beginning
a new phase of his career at Cornell with a 
two-pronged research approach that should 
result in more real-world innovations: one 
stream of research focusing on the fundamental 
understanding of biocompatibility and 
the other on translational applications for
zwitterionic materials. 
“When people have asked why my material 
works so well, why it works for drugs and
implants and antifouling, I have always said 
that biological systems see it as water,” Jiang 
says. “But now I want to upgrade our science.
My group is starting to work with people in 
immunology, for instance, to study how our 
entire immune system responds to zwitterionic
material. Only when we understand all the 
details of the body’s response can we define 
what biocompatibility really is.” 
The current mode for testing biocompatibility 
is to implant a device and wait a month to see 
if the body rejects it. If not, it is considered
biocompatible, Jiang explains. 
“I want to know what exactly happens inside 
the body,” he says. “My ideal is to get people
from different disciplines to work together to 
deal with this fundamental issue.” 

On the translational side, Jiang and his lab have 
begun collaborations with several groups at
Weill Cornell Medicine. His ultimate goal is to 
explore the application of zwitterionic material 
for a wide range of medical needs, including
regenerative medicine, stem cell technology, 
tissue engineering, nanomedicine, cancer 
immunotherapy and vaccines. 
“Cornell offers the chance to collaborate with 
so many people,” he says. “I’ve talked to many 
researchers on the Ithaca campus and at Weill
Cornell, and they’ve all been really interested in 
working together on this.” 
Innovation at the molecular level 
When he started out, Jiang was a computational 
chemist; biomedical engineering was not 
where he expected to end up. His Ph.D. was
in chemical engineering, and his early training 
mainly focused on molecular simulation and 
modeling, statistical mechanics and quantum
chemical calculations. Because of that, he was 
able to look at the issue of biocompatibility
differently from most other researchers. 
“I use the molecular view to look at how a 
material works,” he says. “For example, in 2000
I became interested in why PEG works as well 
as it does. So I used my previous training in 
computational, molecular-level understanding
to study the mechanism behind PEG. When we 
finally realized how it works, then immediately 
we knew why it doesn’t work as well as we
need it to. 
“We were able to think outside the box,” 
he said, “and come up with a new class
of materials to take its place based on the 
fundamental principles we learned.” 

Jackie Swift is a freelance writer for Cornell 
Research, where this story originally appeared. 

Opposite page: Illustration 
depicting zwitterionic 
coatings promoting 
protein stability, enhancing 
pharmacokinetics (the 
movement of drugs within 
the body) and reducing 
immune response. 
Below: Implanted 
zwitterionic hydrogels resist 
foreign body reactions 
in animal models. Left 
image shows collagen walls 
formed in response to 
materials commonly used in 
implantable devices; right 
image records collagen 
evenly dispersed in the 
tissue after an engineered 
zwitterionic hydrogel is 
implanted. 

Lei Zhang 
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GIFTS IN ACTION 

Caring for wildlife in Cornell’s own backyard 
By Linda Copman 

Janet L. Sw
anson W

ildlife H
ospital 

Dr. Sara Childs-Sanford performs a re-check 
examination on a bobcat in 2017 to ensure a surgically 
repaired leg fracture is healing properly. 

Located on Hungerford Hill, a short drive to the east of Cornell’s 
main campus, the Janet L. Swanson Wildlife Hospital is a 
hidden treasure, providing lifesaving medical care for native 
wild animals. The hospital provides this valuable service free 
of charge to residents of surrounding communities and across 
New York state. 

The majority of patients are rescued by kind-hearted people 
who fnd an injured animal and transport it to the hospital for 
emergency care. About 70% of patients are avian species, 25% 
are mammals, and 5% are reptiles and amphibians. 

“We are unique in that we are essentially an emergency hospital 
where patients present as needed around the clock, without 
prior appointments,” says Sara Childs-Sanford, D.V.M. ’99, 
assistant professor of zoological medicine at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine and chief of service of the Janet L. Swanson 
Wildlife Hospital. 

Childs-Sanford explains that most patient injuries result from 
unfortunate encounters with humans, their cars, their cats, their 

windows, the toxins they put in the environment, or their 
fshing lines. 

Every patient delivered to the door of the facility is 
hospitalized. When the animal is well enough, it is 
transferred to a licensed wildlife rehabilitator, who 
prepares it for eventual release back into the wild. 

The hospital also treats animals sufering from a wide 
range of infectious diseases. “Cornell has recently been 
instrumental in identifying new wildlife diseases through 
clinical cases that have presented to the wildlife hospital,” 
Childs-Sanford says. 

Childs-Sanford, who has been chief of service of the wildlife 
hospital since 2016, reports that the number of animals 
treated there is on the rise. Last year (2020) set a new 
record, with about 1,750 animals admitted for care. During 
the busy season, from late spring through mid-fall, the 
hospital typically treats 
about 300 patients each
month. 

In non-pandemic times, 
the hospital welcomes 
about 75 frst- through 
third-year Cornell 
veterinary students each 
year, on a volunteer basis, 
to assist with patient 
treatments. Fourth-year 
veterinary students 
can elect to spend 
two weeks or more at 
the wildlife hospital as 
part of their clinical 
rotation. 

Over the past 13 years, 
more than 1,000 donors have stepped up to support the 
hospital’s work. “Donations are so important to support 
daily operations of the hospital and the care of our 
patients,” Childs-Sanford says. 

Veterinary students Lesley Chiu, left, 
and Kaitlyn McGarvey administer 
treatments to a Canada goose. 

Janet L. Sw
anson W

ildlife H
ospital 

“Cornell has recently been instrumental in 
identifying new wildlife diseases through clinical 

cases that have presented to the wildlife hospital.” 

– Dr. Sara Childs-Sanford, D.V.M. ’99 
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 Dear readers: Starting in July, the Class Notes will move online as part of the new alumni communications hub. In the future, they will also be included  
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C L A S S  N O T E S  
N E W S  O F  F E L L O W  C O R N E L L I A N S  

45 I’m not sure if I should blame the weather, 
the vaccine, or the post offce, but my mail-

box still remains empty except for bills and predictable 
trash. As you may or may not know, this will be the last 
issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine in its present form! It 
will be merged with the current Ezra magazine as one 
new digital publication, with a print option available. 
Class Notes will still be included, so please contribute 
what’s new with you! 

Getting older does have its happy perks, particu-
larly if you are a senior living in Beverly Hills. In the last 
column I told you about the free meals, prepared by the 
Hilton Hotel, that are delivered to my front door Monday 
through Friday. On Halloween, the sack included “trick or 
treat” candies, and recently, on Valentine’s Day, a bouquet 
of roses and Valentine candy. Included in the food bag 
was a Valentine card that read, “In celebration of Kindness 
Week, we hope you enjoy this Valentine’s Day gift of kind-
ness on behalf of the Beverly Hills Active Adults Club.”The 
following poem, titled “Kindness Week,” was on the card: 

“In advance of Kindness Week / look ahead and take 
a peek /at the inside of our souls and fnd /many reasons 
and ways to be kind. / We are in a most unusual time / 
and I need to fnd the words to rhyme / and tell you about 
Kindness Week / and the thought and words we need 
to speak. / Of how we can help others fnd the way / to 
smile at neighbors and wish them ‘good day.’ / We 
should do this whenever we have a chance to speak / 
every day, not just this particular week. / So please take 
this opportunity and trust / that we will help make a 
kinder world, which we must.” 

I recently experienced an act of kindness when I was 
in the UCLA hospital’s below-ground massive parking 
lot. I was trying to fnd the elevator to get upstairs to get 
my vaccination shot. I asked the frst person who passed 
by, and it turned out that she was going there also. She 
took me “in hand” and stayed with me during the entire 
procedure, dealing with forms, etc., so I didn’t have to 
wait in any lines. She waited outside at the exit, checking 
to make sure I got out okay. Yesterday, she called me 
just to see if I was feeling well. 

In 2010, at our 65th Reunion, we were given the book 
Touchdown: The Story of the Cornell Bear. Although heno 
longer is an alive mascot, his image appears throughout 
the campus. Two carved stone bears are on each side of 
the entrance to Willard Straight. One of these bears is 
bespectacled and reading a book, and the other is clutch-
ing a football—the scholar and the athlete. Perhaps we 
could include our mascot’s name and use the slogan 
“Keep in touch—with Touchdown” as a heading to the 
Class Notes. Whatever the name will be is not important, 
but there won’t be any news until you contribute. So 
feed the bears any scholarly or athletic news! Keep in 
touch! v Frances Shloss, 124-A South Maple Dr., 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212; tel., (310) 276-3345; e-mail, 
fmshloss@roadrunner.com. 

46 Things have changed. The university has de-
cided that a physical Reunion is too risky. 

Therefore, Reunion will be held fully online. While we had 
hoped for a more traditional Reunion on the Hill, we’re 
working on some very attractive alternatives for a Zoom 
virtual Reunion. 

Last year’s virtual Reunion included videos of President 
Pollack’s speech, the ever-popular Cornelliana Night, 
campus tours, and many interesting guest speakers and 
forums. We are also considering a virtual wine tasting of 
Cornell-related wines, led by a Cornellian enologist. The 
wines would be sent to Reunion attendees’ homes in 
May. We also plan to send virtual attendees Cornell 
trophy items for the men and women of ’46. These are 
to be worn during the festivities and, hopefully, for many 
years thereafter. 

This is the last time that the Class Notes and this 
column will appear in Cornell Alumni Magazine. Plans 
are to include Class Notes in a new alumni news venue 
launching in July 2021. 

Dorothy Taylor Prey and I (Paul Levine), co-chairs, 
ably assisted by Joyce Manley Forney, Philip Gisser, 
and Steven Marder, will continue the 75th Reunion com-
mittee’s work. We will continue to meet approximately 
monthly with our sage adviser, Erin Kennedy. So far, we 
estimate our efforts should produce about 15 to 20 
classmates attending virtual Reunion, which would 
topple the old record of ten, for a 75th Reunion class. 
Go Big Red! 

Our mantra: “Thrive for 75; make history on the Hill 
in 2021.” Exercise moderately and, above all, avoid falls. 
See you off the Hill, June 11-12, 2021. To list your e-mail 
address in your submissions, e-mail me at below e-
address. Include your name, city, and state. v Paul 
Levine, 3273 Streamside Cir., #S-202, Pleasanton, CA 
94588; tel., (925) 201-7575; e-mail, pblevine93@gmail. 
com. Class website, www.classof46.alumni.cornell.edu. 

Our 75th Reunion will be virtual, so as Paul said, your 
committee has been planning events that hopefully will 
be of interest to many who would not physically be able 
to attend—events that might inspire you to a renewed 
interest and relight your Cornell spirit. Technology has 
come to our rescue and served as a communication aid 
for many. While frustrating at times, it has indeed helped 
us connect with family and friends, etc. 

Joan Waite Martens is still fghting cancer but reports 
that she’s okay, paying bills, and trying to cook nutritious 
meals. Her California family braved the February weather 
and visited her in New York City for a whole week. They 
all had a wonderful and safe visit. Joan feels that she is 
in a safe, secure spot. She so appreciated my call. I have 
found this is often so true when I call alumni women. 
They enjoy the connection and tell me that of course 
their “time is closing down” and this call really boosts 
their day. Priscilla Alden Clement also keeps busy in 

her confned situation but does not use Zoom. I told her 
that she could just use her telephone to connect with 
certain events. 

As Paul mentioned in his column, this is the fnal class 
column for Cornell Alumni Magazine. There will be an-
other format in the near future, so please continue to 
send me your news! v Dorothy Taylor Prey, 1 Baldwin 
Ave., #501, San Mateo, CA,04401; tel., (650) 342-1196; 
e-mail, dmprey@aol.com. Class website, www.classof46. 
alumni.cornell.edu. 

47 Though this is the fnal issue of Cornell Alumni 
Magazine, the Class Notes will continue as 

part of the new alumni communications hub—so please 
keep sending us your news through the Share Your News 
form, via the online news form at http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/, or by writing directly to: v Class of 
1947, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., 
Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu. 

48 I begin with Gerald Sallus writing from his 
residence in Culver City, CA. Like many of us, 

COVID-19 has shrunk his activities to reading from an 
ample pile of books. Until that, he enjoyed participating 
in several boards and a social club. Gerald enlisted in 
the Navy in WWII and later took a contract with the chief 
of Naval Operations in the Korean confict; he spent some 
time in Japan and aboard carriers in both the Atlantic 
and Pacifc. At Cornell, he received his degree in Electrical 
Engineering; he later became an attorney and enjoyed 
both. His current family life includes keeping up with the 
activities of several grandsons, one playing football at 
UC Davis and another playing basketball at Fresno. 
Another grandson is studying psychotherapy and a grand-
daughter is a pathology assistant. 

Margaret Smith Brown is not as mobile as she 
used to be but manages standing and walking fne. Her 
husband, Albert, PhD ’51, died several years ago. As to 
family, one grandson is an accountant working from 
home and her granddaughter is a computer whiz working 
from a sixth-foor apartment in Boston. Margaret did not 
stop her education with a Nutrition major from Cornell, 
though she is frst to say it was key to providing nutritious 
meals for the family. Freshman English introduced her 
to Dickens and Shakespeare, which led to a year in 
England. Later she took four psychology classes at U. 
of Nebraska to help her volunteer in a group home. She 
and her husband also traveled “half the world,” including 
seven trips to Africa. 

Now for some news about a few classmates who live 
in the Kendal retirement community in Ithaca, which 
comes to us from Martha Clark Mapes, who also lives 
there. After graduating from Cornell in 1948, Marian 
Lang Blanchard returned to her hometown of Hamilton, 
NY, this time working at Colgate U. in an editing capacity 
for alumni publications, and also with various newspapers 

mailto:abb83@cornell.edu
http://alumni.cornell
https://alumni.cornell.edu
www.classof46
mailto:dmprey@aol.com
www.classof46.alumni.cornell.edu
mailto:fmshloss@roadrunner.com
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and magazines. Luckily, she has a daughter living in 
Ithaca. Jim, ME ’51, and Dorothy Dye Spencer, MS ’64, 
were both born in Ithaca and remained there after their 
Cornell years, where Dorothy majored in Education in 
the College of Home Economics. Jim earned his master’s 
in Civil Engineering at Cornell and his PhD in 1967 at 
Stanford. For eight years (1979-87) he was the Cornell 
vice provost under Frank Rhodes, working on university 
and state budgets. Dorothy’s father, Prof. A.J. Dye, taught 
human physiology at Cornell and is remembered by the 
Dye Spencer Grove of crabapple trees in the Cornell 
Botanic Gardens. Marylin Aikman Beardsley, who hails 
from Auburn, NY, began her college career at Wheelock 
College, outside of Boston. She then transferred to Cornell 
and graduated in Home Economics. She met her husband, 
Wally ’46, BArch ’49, as he was returning to Cornell 
from service as a Navy pilot to complete his training in 
architecture. At the same time, Marylin worked in the 
Cornell Library system with Martha Mapes.Wally later was 
the architect for the Mary Donlon dormitory on campus 
as well as many public schools in New York State. 

Sharon Haby shares with us the life of her husband 
of 65 years, our classmate Richard Haby, who died 
December 19, 2019. She writes from Lafayette, IN, that 
“Richard never retired,” continuing to work hard in real 
estate and farming even when she urged him to retire 
at age 75. She reports they have a large family of six 
children, including one set of twins—in addition to AFS 
teenagers while they attended high school. “Our children 
learned so much from these young folks from Germany, 
Norway, Sweden, China, Japan, and Turkey!” As to his 
Cornell days, Sharon was unable to comment in any 
detail, since their marriage occurred seven years after 
graduation and after he had gotten a master’s from 
Purdue in agricultural economics. He did stay in touch 
with his Alpha Zeta friends. He entered the Army after 
he graduated from Cornell but stayed only briefy when 
an Army doctor asked him how he got drafted “with one 
eye damaged (as a child) and fat feet” and offered him 
an immediate discharge in Texas. 

Herbert Podel (Herbertpodel@aol.com) writes enthu-
siastically from Westport, CT, that he would enjoy contact 
with any nearby classmates as an interlude from the time 
he spends on Zoom keeping up with the new history 
unfolding before him daily. He hopes his regime of vita-
mins, supplements, and exercise will prepare him for the 
2023 Reunion and follows with a series of humorous 
requests: no walking tours (preferably a bus), Reunion 
package should include canes, all festivities and lectures 
at the Statler, all food thoroughly mashed, and it would 
be nice to have a makeup artist available for the class 
photograph. Please send your news to:vRay Tuttle, 65 
Oyster Reef Dr., Hilton Head Island, SC 29926; e-mail, 
RayTutt@aol.com. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

49 Classmates! This will be our last class column 
that appears in Cornell Alumni Magazine, as 

the magazine will be concluding after this issue. However, 
the Class Notes will continue as part of a new digital-frst 
alumni communications hub, with a print option available 
for those who wish to subscribe. Class dues are now 
considered tax deductible. They will continue to be set 
and collected by each class. 

Our class mourns the passing of class president John 
J. “Jack” Gilbert, who led our class with a sure hand 
and is sorely missed. Vice president Martha Coler Risch 
of Warminster, PA, has succeeded him as our new class 
president. We are happy to have her to step in and con-
tinue the leadership of our great class! Martha tells us 
that she has been living in Ann’s Choice, a retirement 
home, for about eight years. “There are 2,000 people 
living here, but it doesn’t feel like it,” she tells us,“because 
it is so big. I lived in New Hampshire before,” she adds. 
“My son lived here, but he moved away to Arkansas. I 
have met someone here who is good company. I have a 
daughter in Boston and one in San Francisco, but I am 
not going to live in Boston or San Francisco!” 

Jean Schultheis Brechter, living in Shelter Island 
Heights, NY, brought us up to date on the conclusion of 
2020, writing, “January: First light snow on January 8. 
February: Escaped to Florida for two weeks, visiting 
daughter Toni. March: Escaped to Houston, TX, visiting 
oldest friend, Bob Edwards. April: Flying Goa restaurant 
opened. Good food. May: Birth of third great-grandchild, 
Jack. Summer: Lovely on Shelter Island. September: At-
tended Silver Circle social luncheon every Wednesday. 
November: Son Bob and wife Claire came here to be with 
me and prepared a beautiful Thanksgiving dinner. I am 
ever so thankful! December: Looking forward to daughter 
Toni being here for Christmas with her husband, Jack, 
and, of course, Baby Jack.” 

Barbara Way Hunter writes that she and her husband 
welcomed their grandsons and several students last 
year as guests in their Walpole, NH, home. Barbara tells 
us that their 22-room, 200-year-old house has a very 
interesting history. Louisa May Alcott wrote Under the 
Lilacs while living there, inspired by the long row of lilacs 
growing along a border of the 11.5 acres of the property. 
The landscape architect Frederick Olmsted vacationed 
there. In one of the rooms, French wallpaper with the 
design “Monuments of Paris,” is 200 years old. The same 
wallpaper, with a different motif, is in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. Barbara assures us that even though she 
didn’t get out much during the past year, she had plenty 
to enjoy just staying at home. Barbara, a lifetime member 
of the Cornell Council, served as a trustee from 1984-88. 

Please continue to send us news. You may send it 
via a news form or directly to me. v Dorothy Mulhoffer 
Solow, 50 Grant St., Wellsboro, PA 16901; tel., (570) 
948-9107 or (412) 215-1435; e-mail, winspeck@ 
yahoo.com. 

50 According to two common maxims: “all good 
things must come to an end” and “time march-

es on.” So it is with our venerable Cornell Alumni Maga-
zine, for which this is the last issue. Because I have been 
a class correspondent for 20 years (one sixth of its 
120-year lifetime), it’s an emotional and nostalgic ex-
perience. Firstly, to recall three faithful and amazing 
classmates who served with me as co-correspondents: 
Ruth Downey Crone, Marion Steinmann, and Pat 
Carry Stewart. Secondly, to recall the hundreds of our 
classmates that I have had the high privilege of learning 
about and writing about in our class column. I’d dearly 
love to name some of them here, but the list would 
exceed my assigned space. Moreover, it would risk ex-
cluding those whom in my advancing dotage I cannot 

now recall. Let’s just agree that at the time of reading 
this we should each respectfully, perhaps prayerfully, set 
aside some quiet time to recall those of our classmates 
who have led distinguished lives and/or otherwise have 
had marked infuences on our now long lives. 

For this column, I thought I might select some intrigu-
ing excerpts from past columns. So I went through all of 
them and frustratingly found I could not select from so 
many a few I might feature. As an exception, I chose one 
from the 2008 May/June issue that portrays the respect 
and love between two Cornell buddies. From that column 
this poignant e-mail report about Houston Flournoy 
came from his Cornell roommate and lifelong friend, 
Rodger Gibson. “Betty Lou and I were overnighting in 
San Diego after a Mexican Riviera cruise and I phoned 
Houston in Bodega Bay. In spite of being seriously ill with 
emphysema and wheelchair bound, he insisted on hiring 
a limo to San Francisco, chartering a jet to San Diego, 
and hiring another limo to take us from our hotel to a 
nice restaurant for lunch. There, we spent a memorable, 
fun-flled afternoon of emotional reminiscing about life 
after Cornell. Shortly after departing, and while still in 
San Diego air space, not unexpectedly, he died. His last 
words to his helpmate Nelson were, ‘Tell my kids I love 
them very much. And tell Rodg that the trip was well 
worth the cost and one of the happiest of my life.’ 

“From Cornell, Houston went to Princeton for a PhD 
in political science, then to a professorship at Pomona 
College in California. There, he became interested in what 
he called practical politics and became a California 
legislator, where he was known as a moderate, progres-
sive Republican. He later served as California comptroller 
and is best known for his very narrow loss to Jerry Brown 
in the 1974 gubernatorial race. As a member of several 
corporate boards, he was responsible for substantial 
corporate gifts to Cornell. He leaves a son, two daughters, 
and two grandchildren.” 

Short takes on Cornell’s founders: Andrew Dickson 
White was a scholar who studied at Hobart, Yale, the 
Sorbonne, College de France, U. of Berlin, and elsewhere. 
But each place disappointed him with its gerund-grinding 
methods and he dreamed of a great university where a 
new and broader meaning would be given to education. 
As a professor at the U. of Michigan, he popularized his-
tory with new methods of teaching. Later, after retirement 
from the presidency of Cornell, White served as minister 
to Russia and ambassador to Germany. Ezra Cornell was 
a self-made businessman. At age 17 he built a two-story 
house. At age 21 he managed a cotton mill. At age 24 
he excavated a tunnel to divert water from Fall Creek to 
a power plant. With a special plow he invented, he laid 
cable for the frst telegraph line. However, after studying 
books on electricity, he advised Samuel Morse to string 
the wires on poles. He made a fortune as founder of the 
Western Union Telegraph Co., but still found time to study 
and apply scientifc methods in farming and railroads. 
His intense interest in education compelled him to found 
libraries. This lifelong interest led to founding and fnanc-
ing our beloved alma mater. Footnote trivia: When Andrew 
and Ezra met in the New York State Senate, White was 
its oldest member and Ezra its youngest. 

The information currently available about university 
publications for alumni subsequent to the laying to rest 
of Cornell Alumni Magazine is incomplete. However, the 

https://yahoo.com
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class columns will continue as part of a new digital-frst 
alumni communications hub, which will have a print 
option for those who would like to subscribe. There are 
several hundred of us still on this side of the grass, so 
please send news of interest so your classmates and 
friends can read it. Cornell Alumni Magazine—may she 
rest in peace.vPaul Joslin, 13731 Hickman Rd., #4207, 
Urbandale, IA 50323; e-mail, phjoslin@aol.com. 

51 Though this is the fnal issue of Cornell Alumni 
Magazine, the Class Notes will continue as 

part of the new alumni communications hub—so please 
keep sending your news through the Share Your News 
form, via the online news form at http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/, or directly to me: v Brad Bond, 
bbond101@suddenlink.net. 

52 We’re still here! In January, a note came from 
Jim Ling: “Just wanted to let you know I’m still 

around and living in Fort Collins, CO. Last spring our local 
sanitation district re-elected me to another three-year 
term as board chairman, which was encouraging. I also 
continue with the honoring veterans program with hospice 
in northern Colorado.Unfortunately,COVID has prevented 
us from doing in-person recognition of veterans nearing 
the end of their lives, so we have to deliver the recog-
nition materials to their front doors or assisted living 
facilities.” I’m still in touch with classmate Tom Weber, 
PhD ’63, who informed me at Christmas that he recently 
won the US Masters One-Hour ePostal Swim in the 90-94 
age group. Way to go, Tom! He claims it was only because 
he was the only swimmer in that group, but hey, turning 
90 has to have some benefts. 

At the beginning of the year an e-mail went out to all 
classmates with great results. Stephen Tauber: “During 
the election campaigns I mailed, under the auspices of 
Vote Forward, a total of 720 get-out-the-vote letters. The 
$396 in postage came out of my mint US stamp holdings 
without making a particularly noticeable hole in the re-
serve. I continue as a volunteer at the Spellman Museum 
of Stamps and Postal History. Indications are that I am in 
the early February cohort to receive a COVID-19 inocu-
lation. I drive(including at night) my 2005 Honda Odyssey 
and I walk without a cane, but as a concession to age I 
do hold on to the banister when I go downstairs. Also, 
I ingest 11 prescription medications every day.” 

Tom Cashel, LLB ’56: “For those of us who revere the 
printed page, and hesitate to join the herd stampeding 
online, we will miss the feel of browsing through the shiny 
pictures and news of Cornell in this departing magazine. 
As for me, my wife,Sally, and I spend our winters at Moun-
tain Lake in Florida. Golf is still in play, although I now 
segue more into croquet. My Reunion co-chair Cappy 
Heyl Innes and I are optimistic that our 70th Reunion, 
June 9-12, 2022, will be an in-person event on campus 
and are planning accordingly. The Class of 1952 is a 
record-breaking class, and we hope that as many of our 
classmates as can do so will make plans to attend the 
Reunion and revive and share our memories of those 
halcyon days at Cornell.” 

Alan Sokolski: “On March 13, 2020 I left work for the 
day not realizing it would be my last. I have been on a 
medical leave of absence ever since. As a senior staff 
offcer and then as an independent contractor since 

1999, I served in the intelligence community for 55 
years, of a total of 65 with the federal government. Now 
that I am 90, and with COVID-19 rampant, I have called 
it a day. My spouse of nearly 60 years, Carol (Stitt) ’54, 
passed almost fve years ago. Now my daughter has 
moved nearby, and I see her and her family fairly often, 
of course always wearing masks. My granddaughter 
Samantha Noland ’21 is scheduled to graduate this 
coming December. If the planes are fying, I plan to be 
in Ithaca for the event. Stay safe.” 

Carr Ferguson, LLB ’54: “Sorry to see the magazine 
go, but times are a-changing. Marian (Nelson) ’54 and 
I look forward to celebrating our 67th anniversary this 
summer in a world free of masks. We’ve been keeping 
quarantine in our large, old Victorian lake house in Lake-
ville, CT, since the end of classes at U. of San Diego Law 
School last spring. We have been joined by three of our 
four daughters, their husbands, and a cloud of grand-
children, so we’ve been relishing an extended family 
house party. With the family, we hike our woods and by 
our streams and lakes in all seasons and bike along 
back roads and a nearby rail trail. My Cornell news last 
year was particularly satisfying. After 50 years of urging 
my fraternity, Seal & Serpent Society, to open our doors 
to women members, last fall’s heavily attended annual 
meeting fnally voted to change our bylaws. I am so 
pleased to see Seal & Serpent fnally able to invite ‘any 
person, pursuing any study’ at our great university, to 
pledge.”Charles Soumas (cotuitchas@comcast.net):“To 
all my former classmates, I’m still hanging in at age 92. I 
spend most of my time writing short stories; have fnished 
around 15 so far and hope to self-publish a soft cover 
book of short stories when I reach 20. Latest story is 
entitled “Mugs or Till We Meet Again.” I would be pleased 
to e-mail a copy to any classmate who might be inter-
ested in reading it, along with the contents in case they 
might want to select another story.” 

Richard Bergman, MA ’54: “I’m sheltering in Man-
hattan, looking forward to returning to acting in com-
mercials and music videos.” To see some of his work, 
check out these links: https://youtu.be/BcqxLCWn-CE 
and https://vimeo.com/292729243. Carol Singer 
Greenhaus: “As with most people, I’m at home 99 per-
cent of the time. My outings consist of exercising the car 
once a week and, if needed, medical appointments. In 
retirement I keep myself amused with puzzles, books,and 
clearing out and organizing stuff. In reserve is my beading 
hobby. The family now consists of three daughters and 
spouses,six grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren. 
Keeping up with them via Zoom, e-mailed photos, and 
FaceTime is a joy. I wish I were able to pick my own food 
at the markets, try on clothes before buying them, and 
hug anyone I’m fond of!” What provides the most satis-
faction these days? “Keeping a pleasant routine going 
with husband Ed ’50.” 

Alison Bliss Graham: “Chad and I miss going into 
Philadelphia for live theater and orchestra, but still con-
tribute to keep them going. We are lucky to still be in our 
home, which we now share with our granddaughter and 
her husband, while she pursues a PhD at Temple.We miss 
our international travels but are grateful for sharing with 
our great neighbors in a truly caring neighborhood.” V. 
Anne Walbran Noonburg, PhD ’67, ME ’87: “Last semes-
ter I had the good fortune to be asked to assist with a 

capstone course in mathematics at the U. of Hartford 
where I am an emerita professor of math. One of my sons 
and his wife are living on a sailboat in Washington State. 
It’s a good way to avoid the pandemic. I wish I could be 
playing tennis (they closed the courts). My greatest 
satisfaction comes from helping friends (without com-
puters) get COVID vaccination appointments.” 

Frank Richter: “I have found that, during this year of 
the pandemic, there is often a bright side to bad news. I 
have season tickets to the Baltimore Symphony,Broadway 
Across America, and the Washington Redskins. All can-
celed! On the bright side, they rebated all of my money, 
and I used it to make an expensive repair to my old deck. 
I wish everyone a bright side to 2021. Most satisfaction 
in my life these days? I am engaged to a lovely lady.” 
George Kennedy, MBA ’56: “The lockdown in 2020 
found me in Green Valley, AZ. Summer in GV broke two 
records: over 100 days of temperatures over 100 de-
grees and a ‘monsoon season’ with less than two inches 
of rain vs. the normal 12 inches. Lockdown activities 
included Zoom classes for seniors during the spring, 
summer, and fall months. My COVID vaccine shots will 
be in January and in February.” 

My thanks to John Warwick Montgomery and Bar-
bara “Bibbi”Antrim Hartshorn, each of whom sent news 
that was eaten by my computer, and to Sue Youker 
Schlaepfer, Ann Coffeen Turner, and Richard Hillsley, 
whose news would not ft into my word limit. We’ll meet 
them in July on the “hub.” v Joan Boffa Gaul, joangaul@ 
mac.com. 

Keep on moving 
so that you can 
show up for our 

70th Reunion in 2022 

CUin22! 

https://Temple.We
https://vimeo.com/292729243
https://youtu.be/BcqxLCWn-CE
mailto:bbond101@suddenlink.net
http://alumni.cornell
mailto:phjoslin@aol.com
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53 Julian “Julie” Aroesty (jma38@cornell.edu), 
cardiologist, confesses to no longer taking 

long trips. Now his favorite trip is the few miles from 
Lexington, MA, where he lives with wife Elaine, to see 
grandson Hayden Julian and granddaughter Claire. His 
granddaughter Sophie, a Phi Beta Kappa from the U. of 
Rochester and Fulbright Award winner, plans to enter 

‘I met my frst computer, an IBM CPC, 
at GE in the summer of 1952.’ 

M I M I  C O H E N  L E V I N E  ’ 5 4  

graduate school once the pandemic is over. Julie keeps 
ft cycling about 2,500 miles each winter in Longboat 
Key, FL, and remembers with pleasure Library Slope tray 
slides after snowstorms. He keeps his mind ft by reading, 
writing, and teaching cardiac fellows in the hospital. 

A confession from Jack Brophy (johnbrophy@aol. 
com): “I was never a bass player in spite of the recognition 
in the Engineering magazine. The source of that informa-
tion was that the Note Men jazz combo (Tom Foulkes 
’52, piano; Rick Nordlander ’56, sax; Ken Barney ’52, 
bass; and me, vocal) performed at a Cornell Engineering 
dinner. Ken left for a phone call just before we were called 
upon. So I grabbed the bass (I had never touched a bass 
before) and faked playing. After a piano solo, and sax 
solo, they played lightly—giving me a solo! I responded 
with lots of slapping and spinning the bass. Finally, our 
bassist appeared, and I could sing my Sarah Vaughn 
interpretations, like ‘Nice Work if You Can Get It.’ ” 

Neil “Corny” Jones (nrjones56@msn.com), high-
scoring Cornell lacrosse star and honorable mention 
All-American, briefy describes his post-Cornell career: 
“After graduation I served as summer agricultural agent 
out of Owego, NY. Having completed the ROTC program, 
I was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Army 
Medical Service Corps. I volunteered for airborne service 
and eventually joined a medical company in an airborne 
regiment at Ft. Campbell, KY. When I completed my 
active Army duty, I entered a two-year MBA program at 
the U. of California, where I met Ruth Hannan from 
Colorado, an RN who was studying at the Berkeley 
Baptist Divinity School. Upon completing our degrees, 
we were married in 1956 by my dad, a Baptist minister, 
in the Divinity School Chapel. We joined the American 
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society, and in 1957 Ruth 
and I were appointed missionaries in India. We worked 
in northeast India with the Council of Baptist Churches, 
which is now larger than the American Baptist Churches 
USA. In 1972 we were transferred to Thailand and in 
1980 resigned from overseas work and settled in Penn-
sylvania. Ruth returned to public nursing and I joined the 
staff of ABFMS in Valley Forge, PA, as treasurer. We both 
retired in 1996. We continue to be involved locally with 
our church and community and enjoy visiting our three 
daughters, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.” 

Nelson White (ncwhitejr@att.net) writes: “After re-
tiring from GE in 1993, Adele and I split our time between 
our home in Erie, PA, and my parents’ in Watch Hill, RI, 

eventually moving to Rhode Island full time. We had a 
beautiful old house on Little Narragansett Bay, and I 
flled my time with racing in a feet of Herreshoff-designed 
Watch Hill 15 sailboats and counseling local small busi-
nesses for SCORE. Our kids and their nine kids visited 
in the summer. Our next-door neighbor described our 
home as ‘Camp White.’ Upkeep of the big old house 

became increasingly more diffcult, however, and in 
2013 we moved to a nice retirement community, Essex 
Meadows, in Essex, CT.” Nelson and Adele enjoy the 
performances at area theaters, including Goodspeed 
Opera House, Long Wharf Theatre and Yale Repertory 
Theatre in New Haven, and Hartford Stage, as well as 
music at the Kate and Salt Marsh Opera. “We also have 
good companionship in our community: working in the 
library and serving on the residents’ council,” he reports. 
“After decades away I attended my 45th Reunion in 1998 
and every fve years thereafter until 2013. My recollec-
tions of Cornell all center on my fraternity; there were 32 
in my pledge class in 1949; only eight remain.” 

1953 class president Caroline Mulford Owens (53 
news.cornell@gmail.com) thanks the many ’53 class-
mates who stay connected as members. “Membership 
dues are now tax-deductible,” she reminds us, “and being 
a class member qualifes you for a $50 discount on 
your next Reunion fee as well as exclusive discounts on 
purchases made through the Big Red Marketplace.” 
Reminder: when you renew your membership, you will 
have the opportunity to support the Class of 1953 special 
initiatives: the Class of 1953 Cornell Tradition Fellowship, 
which provides an annual academic grant for a student; 
and the Class of 1953 Library Endowment, which funds 
acquisitions of specialty volumes. v Ed Gibson, edwin 
cosgibson@gmail.com; Jack Allen, jwallen@msu.edu; 
John Nixon, nixn1@hotmail.com; Caroline Mulford 
Owens, 53news.cornell@gmail.com. 

54 Since this is the last column that will appear 
in CAM, it is only ftting that we received an 

e-mail from Bill Webber, MD ’60 (wmlbn8@aol.com), 
who served as our class’s frst correspondent from 
1954-59. Among other topics, Webb advised that he 
was the last survivor of the three “Bronxville Boys” who 
came to Cornell in 1950 from that village in Westchester 
County. They roomed together as freshmen, joined Delta 
Upsilon together, and remained close friends through 
graduation and beyond. They even sat side by side in 
the ’54 Cornellian’s group photo of their fraternity. Boyce 
Thompson, who died in 2009, worked for Pet Milk in St. 
Louis for a few years after graduation and later moved 
to Dallas, where he formed and ran a successful food 
brokerage specializing in gourmet mixed nuts. Ever the 
comedian, his business phone number (after the area 
code) was 223-6887, which made the letters BAD-NUTS. 

Thankfully, his customers did not fgure it out. His family 
donated the Boyce Thompson plant research building 
at Cornell. Tom Morell, who died late last year, was 
pre-med at Cornell and rowed on the 150-lb. crew. After 
graduation, Tom went to New York Medical College and 
became a psychiatrist.He served asa captain in the101st 
Airborne Division and subsequently as a psychiatrist at 
hospitals in Los Angeles, Seattle, and fnally the U. of 
Hawaii. In his later years, he changed his last name back 
to the original Morelli. Tom was the complete package: 
a fun-loving person and a compassionate doctor all in 
one body. His patients loved him. 

Webb was also pre-med at Cornell. Upon graduation 
he spent two years in Norfolk, VA, as a line offcer on the 
USS Cadmus. He then did his four years at Cornell Medi-
cal College on the “Korean Bill,” followed by eight years 
of general and plastic reconstructive surgery. Webb joined 
Plastic Surgery Consultants Ltd. in St. Louis in 1968, 
where he had a rewarding 26-year career, then solo prac-
tice and fnished as an associate professor emeritus of 
surgery at St. Louis U. He ended up as president of the 
Midwest Plastic Surgery Society and retired back to 
Ithaca in 1994 to help build EcoVillage there. Four years 
later, Webb and his wife, Mary (Savage) ’58, moved to 
Tucson, AZ, to be near their daughters who live there 
and a son who lives in L.A. Sadly, Mary died of small cell 
lung cancer in 2004 after 45 years of marriage. But with 
a bit of luck, Webb writes, “I found and rekindled with my 
high school girlfriend, Elaine Russell ’53, from Bronxville, 
who was divorced. We married in 2005 and are living 
happily ever after out here in the desert.” 

Mimi Cohen Levine (mimilev@cox.net) has been 
“writing this note in my head for a very long time. My 
husband, Len, a retired doctor, and I are in the Virginia 
house we have lived in for 51 years.” They are glad they 
postponed moving to a retirement community and feel 
safer during the pandemic season. Mimi majored in 
Math at Cornell and had a “very short but exciting com-
puter career. I met my frst computer, an IBM CPC, at 
GE in the summer of 1952.” After graduation and mar-
riage to Len, she worked at IBM as a programmer in 
Manhattan. In 1956, they moved to Albany for his med-
ical residency, and she worked at the IBM sales offce 
in Schenectady. “Women could not be salespersons 
then, so I went with a salesman to explain to his client 
how they could use the computer. I had to retire from 
IBM when I became pregnant in 1957.” Wow, have 
things changed—the most recent CEO of IBM was a 
woman. After 66 years of marriage, Mimi and Len have 
four children and fve grandchildren. Their three sons 
are Cornellians: David ’78, Stephen ’83, and Edward 
’84. Daughter Cindy went to Ithaca College. Len and 
Mimi are CAU regulars, having attended sessions for 
over 20 years. They took their children with them for the 
frst six years, which caused the kids to fall in love with 
Ithaca and want to go to college there. Son David now 
serves on the CAU committee. 

Jill Niederman Edelson (jillbobedelson@gmail.com) 
writes from Massapequa,NY, where she and her husband, 
Bob, designed and built their frst house in 1955; they still 
live there in retirement. Jill is active in several community 
organizations and also plays a mean piano. Her two chil-
dren inherited her musical genes. Her daughter, Lynne, 
isa violist with the National Symphony Orchestra, and her 

mailto:jillbobedelson@gmail.com
mailto:mimilev@cox.net
https://psychiatrist.He
mailto:wmlbn8@aol.com
mailto:53news.cornell@gmail.com
mailto:nixn1@hotmail.com
mailto:jwallen@msu.edu
mailto:cosgibson@gmail.com
mailto:news.cornell@gmail.com
mailto:ncwhitejr@att.net
mailto:nrjones56@msn.com
mailto:jma38@cornell.edu
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son, David, whose day job is practicing internal medicine, 
moonlights as a violinist with the Park Avenue Chamber 
Symphony. When asked, ‘What’s on your bucket list?’ 
the reply was, “We’ve used up ours.” They have owned 
both single and twin-engine airplanes. Bob few for busi-
ness and they did so for pleasure, covering destinations 
across the US, Canada, and Mexico. At Cornell, Jill was 
dean (president) of Alpha Epsilon Phi sorority. 

We lost another past class offcer late last year with 
the death of Peter Plamondon Sr. of Germantown, MD. 
Pete served as Reunion chairman and excelled in that 
role, as one would expect of a Hotel school graduate! 
At Cornell, Pete was president of Delta Kappa Epsilon 
fraternity and played catcher on the varsity baseball 
team. He started his hospitality business career with 
Stouffer Foods, then moved to the Marriott Corp. in 
1965 to launch a new fast-food division, Roy Rogers 
Restaurants, which became a huge success. Pete left 
Marriott in 1979 to form Plamondon Enterprises Inc., 
which he grew from owning one Roy Rogers franchise 
to 49 throughout the Middle States region! The frm also 
went into the hotel space and now owns and operates 
13 Marriott and Hilton hotels. Pete’s two sons, Peter Jr. 
’81 (Hotel) and Jim, joined the frm in the early 1990s 
and now run the business as co-presidents. In addition 
to his sons, Pete is survived by his wife of 65 years, Lorrie 
(Pietryka) ’55, his daughter, Anne McNamara, and 13 
grandchildren. v Bill Waters, billwaters@optonline.net; 
Ruth Carpenter Bailey, rcbhtb@gmail.com. Class web-
site, classof54.alumni.cornell.edu. 

55 A Class of ’55 lunch at Amalf’s in Lawrence-
ville, NJ, last October brought out a loyal 

group organized by Bill Doerler, who arrived with his 
wife, Pat. Also in attendance were Fred Antil, Barbara 
Balsam Brown, Ann Farwell Hoffman, Stan and Beverly 
Manning, and Clive and Joyce Usiskin. Carol Gold-
stein Spivack ’56 also joined the bunch. Most of them 
had planned to be at our 65th Reunion last June—but 
life didn’t work out that way. Maybe the 70th will be the 
magic number! 

If you have particular memories of past Reunions that 
you’d like to share with your classmates, send them on 
to me and I’ll get them published. I recall walking around 
Beebe Lake with Vera, a former roommate, remembering 
old stories and old boyfriends—and drinking milk punch 
when we got back! I also remember the fun of hearing 
the Waiters serenading us on the pathway between Balch 
and Dickson. Great acoustics and great music! 

Now I have two granddaughters at Cornell—but their 
experience (with masks and social distancing) won’t 
match ours. We know that they’ll come up with their own 
traditions instead, and make it all work for them! 

Eleanor Greig Downing, who lives in Endwell, NY, 
writes that she has ten grandchildren and three “greats” 
keeping her busy. Floyd Ayers from St. Cloud, MN, re-
ports he’s been “training my hunting dogs” and focusing 
on “next year’s plans.” During his years on campus, the 
Clinton House was a favorite dining destination, with 
seafood on the menu. 

Daniel Krouner brought us up to date on his life 
with this summary: “Retired from New York State tax and 
fnance after 26 years, and then spent remaining years 
in the hospitality feld, managing hotels. After welcoming 

eight grandchildren, the family gained two new great-
grandchildren and, thankfully, all are healthy.” As a loyal 
season ticket holder and attendee at Boston Celtics 
games from Albany for 55 years, Danny was honored at 
the NBA Hall of Fame in Springfeld, MA, by the Celtics. 
He joined an elite group paying tribute to Bird, Cousy, 
and others whose names appear on the banners. Danny 
served as our class treasurer for three years and sum-
marized that he was “lucky with friends from Sage Hall 
as a freshman,” and enjoyed “great friends all these years 
at frat reunions in Scottsdale” and during his days on the 
basketball team with Hank Buncom and Dick Schaap. 
“All the Hotelies still meet, like Nils Nordberg and his 
great wife.” He adds,“I really fnally grew up,” and it sounds 
like it was a great adventure all the way. 

A Greek poet, Constantine Peter Cavafy, wrote a poem 
published in 1911 entitled “Ithaka,” in which he talks 
about the voyage we can all relate to. “As you set out for 
Ithaka / hope your road is a long one, / full of adventure, 
full of discovery . . . / May there be many summer morn-
ings when, / with what pleasure, what joy, / you enter 
harbors you’re seeing for the frst time . . . / Keep Ithaka 
always in your mind. / Arriving there is what you’re des-
tined for. / But don’t hurry the journey at all. / Better if it 
lasts for years, / so you’re old by the time you reach the 
island, / wealthy with all you’ve gained on the way, / not 
expecting Ithaka to make you rich. / Ithaka gave you the 
marvelous journey. / Without her you wouldn’t have set 
out. / She has nothing left to give you now. / And if you 
fnd her poor, Ithaka won’t have fooled you. / Wise as 
you will have become, so full of experience, / you’ll have 
understood by then what these Ithakas mean.” v Nancy 
Savage Petrie, 85 Brook St., Noank, CT 06340; e-mail, 
nancysavagepetrie@yahoo.com. 

56 From Lewis Klotz: “’56, wow, 65th.” Lew 
spends his time between Boynton Beach, FL, 

and New Jersey. He says he still swims laps and plays 
golf and adds, “My best to all. Stay safe.” 

Roberta Karpel Silman is working on the memoir 
of her late husband, our classmate Bob, and on a new 
novel of her own. Michael Curtis (Spartanburg, SC) re-
tired after 57 years at the Atlantic Monthly, including 40 
years as fction editor and several teaching stints. “I still 
enjoy teaching and editing and will likely begin a memoir 
sometime soon, and I’d like to be getting back in shape, 
for basketball.” 

Sad news: the passing of Percy Edwards Browning, 
Robert “Hutch” Hutchins Sr., Michael Fellner, and 
Barbara Tepperman. All are dearly missed. v Phyllis 
Bosworth, phylboz@aol.com. 

57 Leslie Stutzman-Solitario ’86 sends along 
news of her father, Daniel Stutzman, who 

is a retired partner of Yule Tree Farms in Hornell, NY, and 
still enjoys planting evergreen transplants each year for 
the next generation. He has published a book, The Peter 
Stutzman Family Story, tracing the family history back 
to 1570. 

Bill Schmidt (pleinairbill@aol.com) has been exhib-
iting his wonderful Impressionist paintings at the McBride 
Gallery in Annapolis, MD, for 35 years and has sent along 
two of his works that are currently on display. v John 
Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com. 

58 The Class of ’58 has no news to report in this 
last formal hard copy issue of Cornell Alumni 

Magazine. The good ship SS CAM Hardcopy heads be-
neath the waves as the sleek, faster, submerged SS CAM 
Online moves forward. We’ll watch for the game plan (for 
signing up for a future hard copy option) from the CALC 
meeting for class offcers. It’s been a good run over the 
decades, and we’ll see how the new ship sails. Mean-
while, we still have our class blog at https://58at55th. 
wordpress.com to keep up on news from our bloggers, 
and we will continue with column news via the proposed 
new good ship Online. Sail on! v Dick Haggard, richard 
haggard11@gmail.com; Jan Arps Jarvie, janjarvie@ 
gmail.com. 

59 “It’s hard to believe that I will soon be leaving 
Cornell—I’ve made enough memories to last 

a lifetime!” writes current recipient of a ’59 class schol-
arship Jackson Booth ’21. Jackson is a Computer 
Science major who is headed to Boston after graduation 
to work as a technology consultant with Deloitte; he’ll 
be helping client companies adopt and create cutting-
edge technology. “This role is a good mix of business 
strategy and software engineering,” he notes. Last year, 
Jackson and two friends that he met in the Cornell 
Venture Capital Club decided they wanted to experience 
running a business and felt there was a need for a peer-
to-peer errands solution for college students. They co-
founded Omnibee (“omni” for the many different types 
of errands on the app, and “bee” for busy bees), have 
begun hiring new team members, and are testing their 
mobile application that enables students to ask other 
students to help with basic errands like helping to plan 
an event, picking up something from the store, or bring-
ing them dinner from Collegetown while they are study-
ing in Olin Library. 

Marian Fay Levitt, our class VP, who was the leading 
advocate for establishing the class scholarship fund, 
notes that the current value of the fund is over $380,000, 
with a payout of $15,514 for fscal 2021. Marian hopes 
that all of us will continue to contribute to the fund so we 
can increase our support for students like Jackson. 

Carole Kenyon writes that before our 65th Reunion 
(“and weren’t we lucky to have had it!”) she contacted 
her sorority sisters, and kept an e-mail from Joyce 
Levenson Evans in which Joyce mentioned that she 
and her husband, Bob ’58, JD ’60, would be wintering 
in Naples, FL, in early 2020. Carole, who has long spent 
winters on Longboat Key outside Sarasota, invited the 
Evanses to lunch. “It was the frst time I had seen Joyce 
since graduation. We had a delightful time and made 
plans to get together in March. This never happened, 
for the arrival of COVID-19 and travel restrictions meant 
that Joyce and Bob evacuated to their Vermont home-
stead.” This past winter, there was “no way!” Carole 
would return to Florida, “not reassured by the local and 
state response to the pandemic.” She hunkered down 
in her New Jersey home, talking to Cornell applicants, 
as she has done for many years—“virtual this year, so 
I’ve become something of a Zoom-meister.” Dick 
Horwich is keeping busy by doing some writing (re-
views and such) and Zooming with a couple of book 
groups. “No singing anywhere now,” says Tom Golden 
from his New Berlin, NY, home, and communicating 

https://gmail.com
mailto:haggard11@gmail.com
https://wordpress.com
https://58at55th
mailto:suitcase2@aol.com
mailto:pleinairbill@aol.com
mailto:phylboz@aol.com
mailto:nancysavagepetrie@yahoo.com
https://classof54.alumni.cornell.edu
mailto:rcbhtb@gmail.com
mailto:billwaters@optonline.net
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with therapy patients is all via phone or video. He writes 
often (refectionsofashrink.com) and is helping his son 
in his Florida home, though when asked what else he 
wishes he could be doing, the reply was succinct: 
“Spending more time in France and singing at Lapin 
Agile in Paris.” 

It’s been challenging, notes Paul Read, MS ’64, 
professor of horticulture and viticulture at the U. of 
Nebraska. “I had just returned from a professional trip 
to South Africa and Australia in late February 2020 when 
the pandemic hit our part of the world. South Africa was 
an incredibly positive trip, with spectacular scenery and 
wonderful vineyards and wines. I was able to fll in some 
of the gaps in my grape and wine knowledge and sub-
sequently used the knowledge gained in both my spring 
and fall classes. Unfortunately, the spring semester class 
had to go virtual after the second week, but by the fall 
semester I was able to teach all four of my classes as 
in-person instruction. The pandemic changed my plans 
for a study abroad trip for U. of Nebraska students at the 
beginning of this year, and it remains unknown when/if 
the trip can be rescheduled. Meanwhile, I’m looking for-
ward to teaching the popular ‘Vines, Wines, and You’ 
this spring and to planting my early garden.” While many 
of us have found ways to be productive and enjoy life 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, others have been less 
fortunate. We mourn those fellow Cornellians, such as 
Dale Rogers Marshall, who have lost their lives to the 
disease. v Jenny Tesar, jet24@cornell.edu. 

60 Writing from Washington, DC, in December, 
Linda Jarschauer Johnson, MS ’63, reports, 

“I had a good phone conversation with class president 
Sue Phelps Day, ME ’62, and her husband, Bill ’59, and 
wanted to send their big news. They have moved from 
their home in Kensington, CA, to an assisted living facil-
ity in Alameda. They are quite pleased with the move; 
the facility is well run and things there are much easier 
for them.” The Days’ new home is also conveniently near 
the workplace of daughter Carolyn Day Flowers ’89, 
a real plus. 

Also recently relocated is Tom Wheatley, who moved 
with wife Nancy to a retirement community in South Wey-
mouth, MA, last year after selling their house in Middleton, 
MA.“The move enabled me to reconnect with Jack Keefe, 
who was a key player in the planning of our 60th Reunion. 
With the Hotelie magazine in ‘quarantine,’ Jack is com-
bining with the Class of ’61 in producing a periodic e-mail.” 
Tom also offers a “shout-out” to fraternity brother Robert 
Tobin, the retired CEO of Stop & Shop supermarkets 
and Ahold USA, for his philanthropic contributions to 
Cornell. Bob endowed a professorship in marketing at 
CALS, chaired the advisory board to the Food Industry 
Management Program, and was named a foremost bene-
factor to Cornell. 

“As the virus was upending the world in 2020,” reports 
Nancy Hoeft Eales, she and Dick ’58 were nearly 
stranded in Poland in mid-March. They had planned to 
spend a week in Germany with an American orchestra 

that specializes in baroque music, whose tour would 
take them to Dresden, Leipzig, and Magdeburg. “Being 
birders hankering to see locales like an ancient forest 
in Poland before the concerts, we set off early,” says 
Nancy, but when they subsequently started the drive 
from a remote part of the country to Warsaw, where 
they would catch a plane to Germany, they discovered 
that Poland had shut down all international fights and 
trains and that their music tour had been canceled. 
After many phone calls and a challenging 11-hour bus 
ride from Warsaw to Berlin, they fnally found a fight 
that would take them back to the US, where they were 
asked to quarantine for two weeks. Nancy reports relief 
that they turned out not to have the virus and says, 
“Fortunately, the music trip has been rescheduled for 
2022. Wish us luck!” 

More news from the pandemic: Bill Flanagan (Colo-
nial Heights, VA) says he and Diane “have been staying 
close to home except for an October trip to the California 
wedding of our granddaughter, but another grand-
daughter’s wedding in France was postponed. We also 
had a 2020 Mediterranean cruise scheduled that is now 
booked for 2022—hope that works. And we missed our 
usual twice-a-year breakfasts with Jack Keefe, Jan Van 
Heiningen, and Kent Dohrman ’61 and will likely have 
to pass in 2021.” On a happier note, Bill notes, “My old 
boss, past Speaker of the Virginia House, is running for 
Governor of Virginia, and I am doing volunteer work with 
his campaign.” 

Our virtual 60th Reunion 
celebration will feature: 

·Class cocktail party with breakout sessions 

·Reminiscences of our undergraduate 
1957–1961 years with Cornell historian 
Corey Earle 

·And many more exciting University events 

June 11–12 
Visit our class website 
www.cornell61.org 

for updates 

www.cornell61.org
mailto:jet24@cornell.edu
https://reflectionsofashrink.com
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A. Kirk Field, MS ’61, reports that he and Marcia 
(Case) ’61 have moved from their longtime home in North 
Wales, PA, to a retirement community in Blue Bell, PA. 
“I may be retired but am still very active,” he says, “do-
ing woodworking, walking, and attending concerts. Our 
daughter, Karen Field Murray ’86, is now head of pedi-
atrics at the Cleveland Clinic, and son Richard ’91 is in 
business in Irvine, CA. I generally attend Cornell’s Adult 
University yearly, but sadly not this year. I hope to see 
you all at whatever Reunion we have!” 

Paul Schreiber (Crown Point, IN) recently refected, 
“In the winter of my life, I consider myself the most 
fortunate of men, having been over the years able to work 
successfully in hospitality and residential environments. 
The crowning point, however, was my 54-year loving mar-
riage to my wife, Bodil, to whom I proposed on the frst 
day we met working at a Hilton in Waikiki Beach. We 
worked and traveled the world together, living the Amer-
ican dream on the California coast, in Santa Fe, and 
fnally in the Sedona region of Arizona, where she tragi-
cally succumbed to cancer in 2018. I now live with my 
niece, where I am well taken care of.” Paul, an immigrant 
born in Germany who came to Cornell from South America, 
published a book about his early life under multiple total-
itarian regimes, from Nazi Germany to communist East 
Germany to Argentina, entitled American by Choice: From 
WWII Ashes to Celebration of Principles (2015). 

Looking back at 2020 and a country politically polar-
ized and suffering from devastating illness and a fragile 
economy, Richard “Nick” Nicoletti, LLB ’63, writes from 
Munsonville, NH, “Thankfully, no Cornellians I know have 
perished from the virus, but the staggering mortality 
numbers and the suffering caused by massive unem-
ployment are diffcult to assimilate emotionally. Helping 
to maintain my spirits, nevertheless, are contacts with 
classmates Al Kaneb, Dave Feeney, LLB ’63, and Judy 
Bryant Wittenberg, all of whom I connect with electron-
ically. More challenging to keep in touch with regularly 
is George Gellert, MBA ’62, JD ’63, who is still very 
active in his family business. Overall, I’m relatively opti-
mistic about our nation’s collective ability to move forward 
in a positive way.” Please keep sending your news to v 
Judy Bryant Wittenberg, jw275@cornell.edu. 

61 By the time you are holding this fnal hard copy 
edition of CAM, you will also have learned that 

our Reunion will be held virtually due to the continued 
COVID-19 threat. Although this is regrettable, it is also 
understandable. Please now mark your schedule for June 
11–12 for an incredible Zoom celebration of our 60th. We 
held a Zoom Reunion planning meeting on February 2. 
Nine of us gathered in front of our screens. The meeting 
was led by Dick Tatlow, Jim Moore, LLB ’64, and 
Marshall and Rosanna Romanelli Frank. Joining in 
the meeting were Carol Franklin, Doug Uhler, Sue 
Rand Lewis Garrett, and Larry Wheeler. Plans were 
rapidly developed despite the uncertainties at the time. 
A further planning meeting was held following the CALC 
virtual meeting in late February. 

Gary Busch posted an e-mail update at the end of 
last year. “After my wife died, I decided to downsize. Sold 
my house in Central London, sold my house in Venice 
(Italy), and moved to an apartment on the Thames in 
Chelsea. Still have our country house in Somerset, which 

my children use more than I. Sold my cargo airplanes and 
our bulk carrier vessels and moved out of the African 
and Russian transport businesses. Life is a bit calmer 
without spending time in war zones. Still doing political 
consulting in Africa and Russia and publish my website 
(www.ocnus.net) every day. I also have a monthly shipping 
column in a commodity market report. It keeps me busy. 
This virus lockdown has allowed me to slow down, and I 
suspect I might consider retirement soon. Regards to all.” 

Joe Degenfelder ’60, B Chem E ’61, sent a lengthy 
note along with Pauline (Sutta) covering their recent 
activities. “Our travel was limited to a July drive to Lake 
Chautauqua to visit Don ’60 and Sandy Dewey and 
family. Joseph’s activity was extending a Veterans Re-
membrance Garden at Cleveland Cultural Gardens. In 
early October, the Weatherhead School of Management 
at Case Western Reserve U. honored Pauline with an 
‘Outstanding Healthcare Executive’ award. On October 
28 Pauline fell, breaking her right hip, then was operated 
on at Cleveland Clinic. Pauline’s recovery was helped in 
January via a program in Chinese art highlighted by 
Dragon Day on January 16. The next event for the Chinese 
New Year is with Margaret Wong & Assocs., at her studio: 
a presentation of our Chinese Guanyin collection.” Only 
one hardcopy news form was received for this edition 
from Doris Webb Davey. She can be reached at tdavey@ 
twcny.rr.com and is enjoying life with her husband, chil-
dren, and grandchildren. 

The rest of this column will, unfortunately, have a 
somber tone. We have lost four fne classmates in a short 
period of time. Despite the unfortunate content, we want 
our classmates to recognize and acknowledge these 
memorials. Bill Kingston ’59 sent the sad news that 
John A. Sargent, ME ’67, passed away in Orinda, CA, 
on December 4, 2020. He had two Cornell degrees, 
BChemE and ME, and a PhD from UC Berkeley. He spent 
a year studying French literature in Besançon, France, 
sparking a lifelong love for French culture. Celebrated 
professionally in the dialysis feld, his achievements in 
a 50-year career in kidney disease research extended 
the lives, and improved the quality of life, for tens of 
thousands of people. John’s zest for life was expressed 
in many ways, including incredible cooking, black diamond 
skiing, and traversing the globe to celebrate birthdays 
and witness solar eclipses. Cornellians participating in 
celebrations in France included Bill Schumacher ’57, 
PhD ’64, Paul Grannis ’60, and Jackie Grimm Kingston. 
John is survived by his wife of 49 years, Laurie, three 
children, and fve grandchildren. He will be fondly remem-
bered for enriching the lives of all who knew him. 

In January, I had the task of attending Don Whit-
aker’s memorial service on Hilton Head Island. Don 
graduated with a degree in Civil Engineering. Following 
a stint as an offcer in the Army, he enjoyed a lengthy 
career at Procter & Gamble in Cincinnati. Don and I were 
fraternity brothers and roommates our sophomore year. 
Don married his high school sweetheart, Joan, and com-
muted regularly to Keuka College during their four-year 
courtship. She and Don retired to Hilton Head in 1999 
and enjoyed an active life of golf, cruising, and engaging 
in the affairs of their community. As I spoke with Joan, 
we remembered Don not only as a terrifc person but as 
a highly disciplined individual. He was committed to his 
studies, baseball at Cornell, and, above all, his family. 

We received late news of the passing of Jay Tread-
well. Jay was a class offcer and hosted the fne catering 
we enjoyed for our 50th Reunion. His memorial service 
was hosted on Facebook and attended by several class-
mates. Also, Peter Whiskeman succumbed in Scotts-
dale, AZ, after a lengthy illness. Dick Tatlow, our class 
president, who is married to Pete’s sister, Pat, and was 
a lifelong friend, sent news of Peter’s passing. 

This column, submitted in February, is in the last 
issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine. As you are aware, 
after publication of the May/June 2021 issue, CAM’s 
content will be transitioning to a free, digital-frst publi-
cation as part of the new Cornell alumni communications 
hub, launching in July 2021. For those who prefer a more 
traditional magazine, there will also be a paid print op-
tion; details on its content and timing are still being 
discussed. Please keep your news fowing to us. v Doug 
Fuss, dougout@attglobal.net; and Susan Williams 
Stevens, sastevens61@gmail.com. 

62 What a wonderful group of memories and 
updates we received in response to class 

president Neil Schilke, MS ’64’s e-mail—enough to fll 
many columns! Thank you to everyone who responded. 
Keep those memories and updates coming in as a 
lovely prelude to our Reunion next year. 

From Stephen Ploscowe, LLB ’65: “I remember ar-
riving at Cornell as a freshman in fall 1958 and being 
absolutely overwhelmed by its size, number of students, 
buildings, etc. This changed when I started classes in 
the ILR school (Army-like wooden barracks) and met 
my classmates, and with the warm reception by the ILR 
faculty. I then spent seven years at Cornell—my four 
years as an undergraduate and three more years at the 
Cornell Law School. I met my wife, who was then an 
undergraduate, while I was at the Law School; we were 
married before the start of my last year and her fnal 
year in Arts & Sciences, living together on Cayuga Lake. 
We are still together 57 years later, with a daughter who 
graduated Cornell and a granddaughter, third genera-
tion, who is now a freshman at Cornell. Great memories, 
which continue today.” 

Eric Walther writes, “Somewhere in the middle of my 
six years at Cornell (Engineering then required fve years, 
and I slowed things down midway through by transferring 
from Mechanical to Engineering Physics), I decided to 
join the fun of summer swimming in Triphammer Gorge. 
I saw guys diving from a high ledge and thought that 
looked like fun. At that age, believing I was immortal, I 
chose a swan dive to make believe I was fying. When I 
entered the water late in the dive, I realized my delay 
could have removed my outstretched arms. Luckily, I 
didn’t kill, or even hurt, myself, but I learned not to push 
fate or ever again believe I was invincible.” 

Cathy Van Buren Bomberger writes, “Pete ’61 and 
I returned home the second week of April 2020 from our 
three-month stay at Marco Island, ordered our groceries 
online, and self-quarantined. Little did we know that 
would become our lifestyle, even now! We will go to the 
store for food but certainly have become social hermits. 
Surprisingly we are used to it now and doing fne, although 
lonely for hugs from our family. Days grow together, per-
haps due to their sameness. Gardening, reading, and 
house projects are good occupations. Programs available 

mailto:sastevens61@gmail.com
mailto:dougout@attglobal.net
https://twcny.rr.com
www.ocnus.net
mailto:jw275@cornell.edu
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from Cornell have been great. How clever technology has 
become to inform and bring us together. Is anyone remem-
bering the polio epidemic when we were young? Life did 
return to normal for most when the vaccine came out. 
We look forward to that time again.” 

Randolph Scott Little says, “This is not just a mem-
ory of our days on the Hill but also a lamentation of the 
changing times: that was a time when people had a 
better sense of responsibility and were trusted to live by 
it.Our campus was open 24/7. In cold weather it was very 
nice to be able to take shortcuts through warm buildings 

‘Exploring sourdough recipes— 
like microbiology but good 
to eat.’ 

S O N I A  K O S O W  G U T E R M A N  ’ 6 4  

as one walked from one side of the campus to another. 
Tripod, the iconic three-legged husky, was welcomed in 
classrooms. Bicycles didn’t always need to be padlocked 
when unattended. Swimming in the gorge at the head of 
Beebe Lake was loosely tolerated at the swimmer’s risk. 
Society was much less protestant and litigious. Those 
were the days! I hope that we will be able to celebrate 
our 60th on campus next year.” 

From Lynne Lohrey Armstrong, MFA ’64: “Attending 
Cornell was quite an adventure for me. Coming from a 
small West Virginia community as the frst-ever high 
school graduate to attend Cornell, I was acutely aware 
of the intense academic competition surrounding me, 
students from the city whose sophistication provided 
stark contrast to my own. Sitting in the auditorium for 
the orientation lecture, I remember the speaker saying, 
‘Look to your right, look to your left, only one of you will 
be here on graduation day.’ As a graduate in the Class 
of ’62, and again with a master’s in ’64, I did manage 
the challenge, and along the way acquired a lifelong 
approach to learning for which I am forever grateful. As 
a Fine Arts student I had some unique experiences. 
Working in the sculpture lab while listening to Peter, Paul 
and Mary sing ‘Puff the Magic Dragon’ and too naive to 
understand the references. In my treasured outft of 
pleated skirt, twin set, and pearls listening to Joan Baez 
on stage wearing what looked like a burlap sack and 
barefoot. In those days we were not even allowed to wear 
slacks to class. A funny memory of my sweet Midwestern 
parents attending with me an opening of a one-man 
show by my freshman art professor Alan Atwell at the 
Andrew Carnegie Museum, where they had to enter 
through a fexible plastic curtain into rooms flled foor 
to ceiling with ping-pong balls. Wading through the 
spheres was meant to alter the consciousness of the 
viewer. My poor father saying how he wished he had sent 
me to Ohio State. So much information, so many cul-
tural awakenings, and such an atmosphere of focused 
willingness toward creativity defned my six years at 
Cornell. I had wonderful professors and met fellow 

students from all over the world. I am a grateful and 
proud member of the Class of ’62.” 

From Peggy Bergquist Palmer: “My main memory 
of Cornell is that for three out of my four years I lived on 
Thurston Ave. and walked across the Thurston Ave. bridge 
every morning, viewed the beautiful waterfalls, and con-
tinued on to the Arts Quad and classes in Goldwin Smith. 
One of my favorite classes was music appreciation, where 
I was inspired by our instructor who drove into NYC every 
Friday night so that he could go to the Metropolitan Opera 
on Saturday afternoon with standing-room tickets. 

When I graduated in 1962 and moved to NYC, that was 
how I spent many Saturday afternoons, standing-room 
at the Metropolitan Opera, in its old location on West 
39th St.” Be sure to tune in to our next class column for 
more wonderful memories from our classmates! v 
Evelyn Eskin, evelyneskin@mac.com. 

63 Paula Trested Laholt has sent the following 
regarding the Cornell Global Mixers: “The 

Cornell Class of 1963 mixer is a fun way to see friends 
from our class that you may and may not have been in 
touch with for a while. You may also make new acquain-
tances, maybe classmates you did not know when you 
were on campus. You can see the faces of those who 
attend, and you can talk about whatever subject comes 
up in the reception. It is fun! I would love to meet more 
of you online—as that is perhaps the only way we can 
cross geographical boundaries at this time. Join us for 
a unique happy hour. Reserve your spot now and meet 
and greet classmates as though you were at a real recep-
tion on-site. When you see the e-mail invitation, please 
RSVP by clicking on the register button and then join via 
Zoom at the appointed time.” 

Mary Dunn Medina writes, “My husband, Bob, and 
I live fve minutes away from our two grandchildren. 
Lucky me! Before COVID, I played serious duplicate bridge 
and showed my Tennessee Walking Horses. Hopefully, 
I’ll soon be able to do both again. I am also addicted to 
my Kindle, seriously!” 

Philip Grieve sent the following: “I returned from a 
month in Paris on March 1, 2020, went home, and did 
not go out again except rarely and just recently to get 
vaccinated. I am working, by Zoom, from home as a 
professor at Columbia U. in the Dept. of Neonatology. 
My family is well, though some children/grandchildren 
had the virus but recovered okay. My friend from kinder-
garten who shares my birthday is well and her family also. 
Some of us are lucky. I am working all the time; I have 
friends in Paris and am on Zoom with them and my fam-
ily a lot—thank God for Zoom!” 

Bob Freeman lives in Sausalito, CA, and is still oper-
ating/owning the Buena Vista Cafe in San Francisco. 
“Stop by for a world-famous Irish coffee,” he says. Bill 
and Frankie Campbell Tutt sent a nice Christmas letter. 
Frankie wrote, “We’ve been lucky to still be having a 
great time together. Bill had a shoulder replacement last 
February and we made a quick trip to Mexico, where I 
didn’t have to put socks on him. We do spend more time 
in Vail and at Lake Uneva and are lucky to be able to drive 
there. Son Ben, MMH ’97, and his family are still living 
under martial law in Puerto Rico, and grandchildren Willie 
and Tori grew into adults in our absence. We are hoping 
to see many more of you and be traveling again in 2021.” 

I just received this news from Ed Hoerning: “I am 
saddened to report that my wife, Carol, died in Septem-
ber 2020. We had been married 56 years. Carol was 
residing in an assisted living facility her last two and a 
half years. On February 11, 2021, Joe Lamendola vis-
ited me in Gastonia, NC. Joe had been spending this 
winter with his children in Georgia and Florida. Our last 
get-together was about 12 years ago in Ithaca, so we 
had a lot of catching up to do. It was a great visit.” 

That’s all for this month. This is the last issue of 
Cornell Alumni Magazine, but the Class Notes will con-
tinue as a part of Cornell’s new alumni communications 
hub. Please keep sending news to my e-mail. v Nancy 
Bierds Icke, 12350 E. Roger Rd., Tucson, AZ 85749; 
e-mail, nancybicke@gmail.com. 

64 Welcome to springtime! At least I hope it is 
where you are, because there’s some three 

feet of snow outside my window as I type this. 
This May/June issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine will 

be its last—but the Class Notes will continue, albeit in 
a different context, starting in July. The alumni offce 
assures us that an internet site for Class Notes will be 
established and will still be entitled “Class Notes.” The 
difference of course will be that instead of distributing 
your news as a printed magazine, it will be available 
online electronically and will include a print option. I will 
continue to prepare and upload a Class Notes column 
for our class, so please continue to send me your news. 

And now, some classmate news. Elaine Emling, MA 
’69, MRP ’83, last in this column over three years ago, 
writes from Silver Spring, MD, “Amazing how much time 
a large garden takes. It’s good exercise and outdoors, 
and you can see what you spend your money on, unlike 
a gym. Perhaps social distancing will bring more time to 
restart my genealogy work.” As for travel, Elaine writes, 
“My husband, Mike Jenner, and I took our frst Road 
Scholar trip (in October 2019) to Portugal, a country I’d 
had on my list for a long time. It was wonderful, and we 
regret such travel being on hold now.” As to family activ-
ities: “We welcomed a grand-nephew into the family and 
keep in touch via Zoom or Skype with family in Galway, 
Ireland, and Mumbai.” 

David Evans and wife Sherry are now living in their 
condo on St. Simons Island, GA. “Retired last year, sold 
our home in Reston, VA, and moved. With COVID-19, 
we are staying safe adhering to mask and distancing 
advisories. Staying in family and friend contact by Zoom. 
I do my daily three-mile walk, shop as we need to 
safely, and spend most of our days huddled up at home. 
Wish we could be out and traveling.” In answer to the 

mailto:nancybicke@gmail.com
mailto:evelyneskin@mac.com
https://together.Is
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question, “What brings you satisfaction?” David says, 
“Just being safe with my dear wife and pet cat.” 

Alexandra Kressel Sussman retired 15 years ago 
as a supervising judge at the New York State Dept. of 
Motor Vehicles. She notes she’s still living in Albany, “but 
moved to an assisted living facility due to my arthritis.” 
She’s still on the board of Capital Region Humanist, 
participates in the JCC Senior Chorus and Discussion 
Group, plus is involved in a group that teaches reading 
to third graders. Alexandra adds, “I enjoy cruises, re-
cently visited my son and his wife in Michigan, and 
visited my other son and his family in Brooklyn—and 
sometimes they visit me in Albany.” 

From Belmont, MA, Sonia Kosow Guterman, MS ’67, 
writes, “I’m still lawyering. Patent law is too interesting to 
retire, and clients continue to want me. I joined a virtual 
IP boutique last year, so working from home is a regular 
routine, but part time.” Sonia is a board member of an 
artists’ ensemble, plus is taking “pro bono” recorder les-
sons so she and her friends can “play music into our 90s 
and beyond.” She’s also “exploring sourdough recipes— 
like microbiology but good to eat.” She’s also into travel, 
recently including a bicycle tour of the Czech Republic, 
Austria, and Germany. Back home, she gave her oldest 
grandson a fute, then got a video of him playing “When 
the Saints Go Marching In.” Sonia then mused, “I am glad 
I have an heir for my fne fute and piccolo.” 

From Miami Beach, FL, Ted Weinreich said he was 
inspired by Larry Siegel’s entry last November about 
helping with his 60th high school reunion in Brooklyn, 
so, Ted writes, “as I approached my 79th birthday I 
spearheaded a 60th reunion yearbook for my NYC 
Horace Mann high school class. We got 50 percent of 
the living classmates to provide entries and current 
pictures. The effort created a catalyst for many connec-
tions among them.” Ted was also active politically last 
fall, making phone calls for candidates, and was a poll 
watcher on election day. Then, due to COVID, he and 
wife Nora had a very “careful” Thanksgiving with their 
two daughters (one of whom, with her daughter, lives 
20 minutes away) and three of their grandchildren at 
their home overlooking Biscayne Bay. “Nora and I have 
had a wonderful healthy life since we moved here in 
2009, and being on the condo board and a member of 
the Sunset Harbour Neighborhood Assn. keeps me busy.” 
Ted also helps Linda Cohen Meltzer, our class VP, mem-
bership, with contacting classmates who were on the 
missing classmate list, adding over 50 of them on our 
Cornell1964.org website. 

That’s it for this column—and for a long tradition. I 
could always use more news for transmission to the new 
internet site. So please update me by e-mail, regular 
mail using the news form or a sheet of paper, our class 
website (www.cornell1964.org), or our class Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/cornell1964. 
v Bev Johns Lamont, 720 Chestnut St., Deerfeld, IL 
60015; e-mail, blamont64@comcast.net. 

65 This is the last edition of Cornell Alumni Mag-
azine (CAM), where our Class Notes are 

published. Many in our class are saddened, but Class 
Notes will be continuing as a part of the new alumni 
communications hub, and there will be a print option 
for those who wish to subscribe to a more traditional 

magazine. More information may be available by the 
time this May/June issue reaches you. 

The ceasing of CAM has affected our class dues. 
Jamil Sopher, ME ’66, our class president, has worked 
with the class council to determine the new class dues 
rate. Jamil writes, “Until this year, the magazine has 
been sent to classmates who paid a dues rate that in-
cluded the cost of a subscription, an annual $33 per 
person. With the end of the magazine’s publication, the 
$33 charge will no longer apply. Class council has de-
cided to pass the bulk of the savings to our classmate 
duespayers, lowering annual dues to $35 per person 
and $45 for each Class of ’65 couple. That expense 
may pose diffculty for some at this stage of our lives. 
Cost should not be a barrier to engagement with our 
class. We have scholarships to support keeping you 
connected to our class. Please reach out to me at 
js258@cornell.edu, or to Sharon Hegarty Williams at 
swh6@cornell.edu, to learn more. Some of our class-
mates can comfortably afford to contribute more than 
the dues rate per year. I call your attention to three 
additional offerings that can be included at the same 
time you pay your class dues: Class of 1965 Scholarship 
Fund (offers a modest stipend to students); Class of 
1965 Library Resource Endowment Fund (provides ad-
ditional incremental support to Cornell libraries); and 
additional contributions (class council may use these 
funds at its discretion to support worthy class- and 
Cornell-focused causes). Thank you for your continued 
affliation with our class.” 

Susan Frank Weitz (sifw1967@gmail.com) writes 
from Midland, MI, “I am surprised by how much technol-
ogy has taken away the pain of not being able to travel 
to NYC to visit son Jonathan and wife Jessica and our 
two grandchildren, son Jordan in San Diego, or brother 
George Frank in Seattle or in San Diego. In 2019, I was 
able to visit Nancy Dunhoff Mills ’64 and husband 
Bart ’64 for a few days in Manhattan Beach, CA. My 
husband, Alexander, and I have traveled frequently with 
Bob Kaprove ’66 and his wife, Judy, to the Shakespeare 
and Shaw festivals in Ontario, Canada, and other places.” 
On the go to Manhattan in NYC, Susan met up with 
Arlene Helfrich Teck (rlene@rcn.com). Arlene’s late hus-
band, Jaxon, used to call her the Viagra lady because 
she named the scientifc and marketing names of drugs 
and coined the name Viagra. She is spreading her wings 
to include a fairly new pharmaceutical category, bio-
similars. Susan would enjoy seeing other Cornellians; 
please let her know if you are near Midland. 

Ken Rabin (rabinkenneth@gmail.com) and spouse 
Anna Wysocka-Rabin live in Warsaw, Poland, and Ken 
writes, “For the past year, and despite living an ocean 
away, I have been a senior scholar at the CUNY Graduate 
School of Public Health and Health Policy. We have been 
engaged in a series of U.S. and international social 
research projects on the determinants of vaccine hesi-
tancy. With colleagues at the Vaccine Confdence Project 
of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 
and the Wilton Park Conference Centre (UK), we’ve 
established CONVINCE, a global think tank and clearing 
house on COVID-19 New Vaccine Information, Com-
munication, and Engagement.” Ken is hoping to get to 
the US soon to visit his son in D.C. and daughter in 
Joshua Tree, CA. The most satisfaction in his life comes 

from, he says, “doing active battle against the forces of 
ignorance . . . always.” 

George Arangio, MD ’69 (casarangio@aol.com) 
keeps up with many vital topics of interest and com-
ments on some sobering issues in higher education. He 
has written that Ithaca College (IC) will cut 116 non-
tenured full-time faculty positions in a COVID-related 
acceleration to bring the student-faculty ratio to 12 to 
one from ten to one. IC’s plan is to shrink student enroll-
ment from 6,000 to 5,000. Shirley M. Collado, IC’s pres-
ident, said the prioritization committee “affrms our 
institutional commitment to the liberal arts and profes-
sional education, and honors and supports the important 
role that tenure plays in maintaining faculty excellence.” 
Hybrid Cornell has protections that small private schools 
like IC lack. Cornell has operational and endowment 
concerns that it is addressing. 

Recently I talked with Steve Hand (shand35@gmail. 
com), who encourages us to check in with the Class of 
’65 website! There you’ll fnd Jamil’s letter to the class 
and a wealth of other items of historical and current 
class interest. Steve Appell and I are aware that many 
classmates have gotten their vaccine shots and send 
good wishes/good luck to all who remain waiting for 
appointments. We will gather your news for the class as 
always and will post in the communications hub to be 
established in July. Happy spring and summertime! v 
Joan Hens Johnson, joanipat@gmail.com; and Steve 
Appell, BigRed1965@aol.com. 

66 Hopefully as you read this, our lives have 
become a little more normal. Whether working 

or retired, we keep involved in various ways. Madeleine 
Levine Fay (mfay@massmed.org) is a retired endocri-
nologist. She is teaching drawing at Adult Learning and 
now has time for art, skiing, and golf. She lives near her 
three adult children. 

Susan Frame (susanframephd@yahoo.com) is a 
psychologist/psychoanalyst in private practice. She has 
a design business, SFrame Design Inc., and is also an 
artist and designer. Volunteer activities include board 
member of the Works Dance Co. and mentor for an 
adolescent group. Her current hobbies and interests 
include mixed media collage, sculpting, writing, studying 
French art, and jazz. Past travels include trips to Thailand, 
India, Nepal, and Mexico, and a South African safari. 
William Seaman is professor emeritus, U. of Florida. He 
is still active in environmental sciences and education 
and is writing a book on ocean habitats and conservation. 
He now lives in North Carolina, where he chaired a local 
community “Landcare Committee” overseeing a water 
quality study. His wife, Anne, is an advocate for evidence-
based opioid treatment/recovery. In 2018, they traveled 
to the Orkney Islands and Scotland. 

After 23 years as a King County (Seattle, WA) supe-
rior court judge, Michael Fox (vashonfox@comcast.net) 
retired in 2011.Over the next fve years he traveled to the 
Galápagos Islands, Australia (twice), France, Belgium, 
Croatia, Peru, China, Thailand, and a variety of other 
Asian countries. In 2017 he came out of retirement to 
serve as a tribal court judge for the Tulalip Tribes, about 
35 miles north of Seattle. He enjoyed working with the 
tribal courts and their approach of “restorative justice.” 
Michael had been a “drug court judge” in the state system 
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and found it very rewarding. Like so many of us, Michael 
and his partner, Kerry Radcliffe, had planned travel last 
year that was canceled. They now hope to do a road trip 
in the fall. Robert Strauss (rgstrauss@gmail.com) re-
tired six years ago as global director of proposal for a 
major engineering/construction company. Today he uses 
his woodworking skills to build fne furniture for his chil-
dren. Although he was isolating during 2020 to avoid 
COVID, he and his wife did do some traveling in Europe 
before then. They visited Ireland, France, Italy, and Ger-
many. In Ireland, he visited a cottage where his great-
aunt raised a family. 

Arnie Berger, PhD ’71 (aberger@uw.edu) wrote to 
inform us of the passing of two classmates during the 
past two years. He met Richard Ellis and Anthony 
Marrocco, ME ’67, when they were students at Brooklyn 
Technical High School and had many classes together. 
They stayed close as Cornell freshmen. Richie was a 
Physics major and Arnie and Tony were in Engineering. 
Richie went to grad school and got his PhD. He even-
tually became a professor at the U. of Maryland, special-
izing in plasma physics. Arnie and Tony got degrees in 
materials science. Tony had a career at Grumman Air-
craft, which became Northrop-Grumman. Arnie is still 
full-time at the U. of Washington, Bothell Campus. His 
third book,Debugging Embedded and Real-Time Systems, 
came out last September. 

John Millar’s book The Wars Among the Paines was 
also released last September (jmillar2000@yahoo.com). 

Rolf, ME ’67 (nrfrantz@verizon.net) and Nancy Nystrom 
Frantz ’68 welcomed a new grandson in December. 

A Reunion note from Alice Katz Berglas (alice.berglas 
@gmail.com): “By the time you read this, we will be just 
a few weeks from our 55th Reunion weekend—and word 
came that Reunion will be virtual. Nothing can substitute 
for the thrill of being back on the Hill, nor for the energy 
that is in the Ithaca and Cornell air: the vistas, wander-
ings, sounds of voices, the chimes, red and white balloons 
that greet in dorm headquarters, and the red and white 
faunted by Cornellians of all ages, sporting vintage 
T-shirts or proud new souvenirs. BUT: in a year of ‘who 
could imagine’ and of being far from so much, we are 
discovering ways to stay in touch, ways to spend time, 
and how important that has felt. I refuse to use the word 
‘sad’ about the decision. Cornell achieved a miracu-
lously successful student year based on science, facts, 
and the ability to morph to keep the Cornell and Ithaca 
communities healthy. My personal word is my Mom’s: 
‘regret.’ As a Reunion chair, imagining how to keep all 
of us safe and interacting on campus has changed each 
month. THANK YOU to each/all who have made it a Re-
union YEAR: opened e-mails, awaited word, joined Hidden 
Jewels webinars, wrote to inquire, and hoped that climb-
ing the Hill might be a reality. I regret that we shall now 
have to wait to hike together in June 2026. 

“I invite you—I invite us all—NOT to miss our newest 
milestone, nor casually to blow by ‘time,’ nor miss a 
chance to ‘gather.’ As Reunion will be virtual, more of us 

will be able to take part than ever before. That is wonder-
ful to imagine! Our weekend welcomes all. As at every 
fve years, there is no right way to come. Do it all; sample 
some! There is no right frst time to come: THIS YEAR is 
perfect for a FIRST REUNION. We have planned signature 
’66 events: Hidden Jewels tours, welcomes from admin-
istration and faculty, an announcement of our class gift, 
‘ThrivingRED/TheArts!,’ our Forum ’66 Part VIII, discussion 
time, and social time. WHEREVER WE ARE, WHEREVER 
YOU ARE: JOIN US!” Alice and the 55th Reunion leader-
ship team. 

In changing with the times, this is the fnal issue of 
Cornell Alumni Magazine. Class columns will continue 
online. Although at this time we are unsure of the form, 
we know there will be a print option available for those 
who wish to subscribe. Your past and current correspon-
dents—Susan Maldon Stregack, John Miers, MBA ’68, 
Bill Blockton, Susan Rockford Bittker, Peter Salinger, 
MBA ’68, and Deanne Gebell Gitner—thank you for 
having shared your news. It has been and will continue 
to be our pleasure to write these columns. v Susan 
Rockford Bittker, ladyscienc@aol.com; Pete Salinger, 
petersalinger95@gmail.com; Deanne Gebell Gitner, 
Deanne.Gitner@gmail.com. 

67 This is the fnal bow in this venue for this 
column. As I write in February, we’ll soon fnd 

out what plans the Alumni Affairs offce will unveil for a 
new digital-frst platform, which we have been told will 
feature Class Notes in some form. Yes, we’ll still want you 
to send us your news. (Others will deal with the dues!) 
So, this is not a goodbye, merely an intermission. 

Longtime activist David Burak, MFA ’80, sent a 
report he fled with the Ithaca Times. The introduction 
reads: “Frank H.T. Rhodes Professor Emeritus Roald Hoff-
mann is a Nobel Prize winning chemist and a Holocaust 
survivor. Renowned for his knowledge in the chemistry 
feld, his writing talents sometimes take a back seat. 
However, a few local writers came together to celebrate 
Hoffmann’s latest publication, Constants of the Motion.” 
Writes David in the report, “‘Crows over Sobibor,’ which 
will be in Hoffmann’s next poetry collection, addresses 
us, the readers, in the voice of an, at times, frenetic 
youngster who describes an ominous scene in which 
Nazis have crammed Jews onto a train and told them 
they’re being transported to a worksite. However, the 
poem’s child narrator senses a more diabolical plan— 
one which will end with a stop at the Sobibor extermi-
nation camp. So, the boy and a few of his cohorts pull 
some already broken pieces out of the boxcar wall, then 
jump through the hole, and, in a manner of speaking, 
hit the ground running. The young narrator doesn’t stop 
until hunger compels him to do so. An empathetic read-
er can feel the exhaustion and excitement of the boy 
as he strives to explain that his perception of the death-
camp destination was conveyed by the birds or through 
an ‘old man.’ 

“One learns from Hoffmann’s dialogue with his 
mother’s character in his autobiographical play, Some-
thing That Belongs to You, that only one man was known 
to have escaped from the train to the Sobibor slave 
labor camp. The Nazis executed Hoffmann’s father for 
trying to organize an escape from this camp in Poland 
along the Ukraine border. Eventually, Hoffmann, as well 
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as his mother and several other relatives, fed from the 
barn loft where a Ukrainian teacher and his wife had 
hidden them. In thinking about this Ukrainian family, the 
Dyuks, the poet refects: ‘Imagine fnding food for four 
adults and one child for a year and a half. That took 
willful action, planning.’ There were some slats in a vent 
in that loft, through which the young Hoffmann would 
furtively watch other children playing. He would also see 
Nazi soldiers on patrol in the village.” Hoffmann’s com-
mentary to his readers: “My poems of the War and the 
Holocaust are part memories, part constructions, imag-
ining how things were or were thought about. This poem 
is in the latter category, not experienced directly by me, 
but imagined.” 

Brian Earle, MPA ’71 (Freeville, NY; boe1@cornell. 
edu) spent 41 years as senior lecturer in the CALS Dept. 
of Communication and in the Dyson School of Applied 
Economics and Management, as well as directing the 
Summer College Career Exploration Program there. He 
gets satisfaction now from family nearby: “Evan ’02, MS 
’14, Cornell’s Archivist, Evan’s spouse, Nichole Szembrot, 
PhD ’14, and Corey ’07, Cornell’s unoffcial University 
historian (many of you may have enjoyed his Zoom 
lectures on Cornell history!), and from our fewer-than-
desired, physically distanced family gatherings and 
Zoom chats with our frst grandson, Owen Orion—and 
watching Corey’s almost 70 Zoom talks!” 

Martin Gold (New York, NY; martinegold@gmail. 
com) is “still teaching law and still auditing courses at 
Columbia (currently history of opera). Still gardening and 
playing bridge and tennis. What’s newest is being asked 
(while in retirement) to be lead real estate counsel for 
the ground-up development of a signifcant mixed-use 
building in midtown NYC. In the past 12 months I went 
from being tied at home for treatment and recovery from 
leukemia to being tied down by the pandemic with only 
three days in between.” As for travel, Marty reports, “Al-
most anywhere, but hopefully to a country or place we 
have never been.” Satisfaction now comes from “wonder-
ful dinners put together by my wife, Mary, with the help 
of deliveries from Home Chef.” 

And, fnally, here’s a word from our sponsor—our class 
president, Margie Greenberg Smith (New York, NY; 
mgsmith13@aol.com): “As this is the last issue of Cor-
nell Alumni Magazine, which has allowed us, through 
our one and only fabulous class correspondent Dick 
Hoffman, to keep in touch with one another and stay 
apprised of what’s going on in our lives, I want to take 
this opportunity to thank Dick for all the years and all 
the columns! Now don’t think that Dick is done—he’s 
just going to move our Class Notes columns to another 
place, and you will all be informed of where to fnd him. 
I will make sure of that! So, everyone, please keep in 
touch, stay connected to our class and to Cornell, and 
keep Dick busy!” 

Somehow,now blushing and with occasional help from 
classmates, 54 years have passed since starting this 
feature back when it appeared 11 times a year. Our class 
(as of February) has 2,285 living members (1,786 with 
a Cornell degree, 499 without), and 332 classmates are 
deceased. So, until we meet again in a different medium, 
we stand adjourned sine die. v Richard Hoffman, 
2925 28th St., NW, Washington, DC 20008; e-mail, 
derhoff@yahoo.com. 

68 Howdy, classmates, and welcome to the 21st 
century, when this is the last edition of Cornell 

Alumni Magazine. Beginning in July, the Class Notes will 
become part of Cornell’s digital-frst alumni communica-
tions hub, which will have a print option for anyone inter-
ested in subscribing to a more traditional magazine. 

Tracy Suor Garland (tracygarland@comcast.net) and 
her husband,Tom, live in Seattle,WA,where they are quite 
active with long-distance walking, yoga, equestrian ac-
tivity, time with six children and six grandchildren, civic 
activism including get out the vote campaigns in Texas 
and Georgia, and board work including PeaceTrees 
Vietnam. If there was any upside for the Garlands during 
the pandemic it occurred during the three months they 
spent quarantined with daughter Maya’s family in Marin 
County, CA. 

Kathleen Maney Fox (KMFox@twcny.rr.com) and her 
husband, Gary, still live in Cortland, NY, though they spend 
three months in Venice, FL, where Gary golfs and Kathy’s 
daily routine includes beach yoga and a lot of hiking. 
COVID has limited her time doing her favorite activity, 
spending time with her grandchildren and friends, though 
her daughter recently bought a house on Skaneateles 
Lake just 13 miles away, where Kathy and her family have 
been having socially distanced outdoor fun. 

By now I hope anyone who needs a COVID vaccine 
has gotten it and is taking the minimal precautions 
necessary to stay safe. As I have reported during the 
past year, I’ve heard from very few classmates who have 
been infected. I hope that’s an accurate refection of the 
extent of COVID’s ravages on our classmates and their 
families. Stay in touch. v Chuck Levitan, Clevitan22@ 
comcast.net. 

69 We’ll go on a Class of 1969 alumni tour this 
month, starting from the Pacifc Northwest, 

where Mike Madden enjoys life in Tacoma. Mike and 
Marcia have biked coast to coast on a tandem—twice. 
“The marriage survives, but she said she was tired of 
looking at my backside after those 9,000 miles.” 

Moving down the Left Coast to Portland, former alum-
ni class president John Rees, ME ’70, and 20 of the 38 
members of his Civil Engineering class have e-mail dis-
cussions on CE topics, including the recent collapse of 
the Arecibo Observatory. Former class correspondent 
Joan Sullivan Genthe, of Northern California, spent 40 
years creating stage lighting for opera. She was resident 
lighting designer for 22 years and 126 productions at the 
Washington National Opera at the Kennedy Center, and 
lit up the stage at dozens of locations in the US and 11 
countries. Brava! 

Kathy Eagan and husband Jim moved to Truckee,CA, 
35 years ago. She’s currently “knee-deep in the quest to 
construct a new 21st-century library for our region.” San 
Diego residents Tom and Gayle Allen (high school prom 
dates!) are approaching their 51st anniversary. Tom re-
tired from a career in factory automation.George Mavko, 
in Tucson, AZ, spent 40 years in aerospace and defense. 
George is now senior advisor to EnZinc, a tech startup 
producing a battery “that has the energy of lithium-ion 
and the cost of lead-acid, and is completely safe and 
environmentally friendly. Stay tuned!” 

Moving East to the Heartland, former Big Red base-
ball player Ed Johann keeps a strong sporting pace in 

St. Louis. After 38 years with GE, golf and attending and 
coaching games with nearby grandchildren keep him 
busy. Michigander Peggy Johnson Nichols recently 
reconnected with classmates Susan Owre Gelberg and 
Barbara Selwyn after 40-plus years. 

We’re now back East, starting in New Hampshire and 
zig-zagging south. In Hanover, Charlotte Hildebrand 
Bernini works part time at the town library. “The com-
munity is grateful we provide curbside pickup during the 
age of COVID.” Charlotte and proper Bostonian Cynthia 
Nixon Dubose are co-chairs of our 55th Reunion in 2024. 
Don Gardner splits time between the New Hampshire 
coast and Florida. Don sends a shout-out to Rick Bush 
and Doug Antczak, who built a ramp allowing him to 
drive his motorized wheelchair up the ATO front steps to 
attend the cocktail party at our 50th. Don suffered a 
stroke 14 years ago and made a Herculean effort to 
attend our Reunion. Hail, all hail! 

You’ll fnd retired naturalist-educator Phil Kyle on 
Cape Cod doing what he’s always done: birdwatching. 
“There is nothing like an all-natural distraction to avoid 
the stress and anxiety of political chaos and pandemic 
restrictions!” Phil’s birding life-list stands at 662 species. 
Stanley Davis divides time between Rhode Island and 
New Hampshire. He continues to lead Standish Executive 
Search, which he founded in 2012. “One open assign-
ment for me is to position for my own succession.” Maria 
Keiser Bartlett’s home is Andover, MA, where she’s on 
the Andover Green Advisory Board and does environ-
mental awareness for the 10,000-member Garden Club 
Federation of Massachusetts. 

Doug Antczak writes, “I’m still at Cornell as a faculty 
member in the Baker Inst. for Animal Health, specializing 
in reproduction, genetics, and immunity in horses.” Pre-
pandemic, Doug spent part of each year in the Middle 
East on horse and camel ventures, and part in Hong Kong, 
where Cornell is helping establisha new veterinary college. 
Carol Maus Greenberg (State College, PA) fnally broke 
down and attended her frst Reunion, where “it was won-
derful to connect with classmates, especially dear friend 
Sima Chaikin Maitland.” 

From the NYC region, Linda Schwartz Negrin (West-
chester County) shares remote learning responsibilities 
fora grandson (Cornell 2036!). She says,“More challeng-
ing than any prelim I ever experienced!” Tom Jones, MRP 
’72’s blog is always interesting. Find it at: https://www. 
tomjones69.com//post/this-is-who-we-are. New Jersey 
attorney Bill Staehle retired after 34 years in manage-
ment with Travelers and then re-retired from insurance 
defense law. 

Traveling south, we fnd Charlie Smith in Wilmington, 
DE. He worked in operations research for the chemical 
industry and now owns a software company.Fred Sutton 
lives near Baltimore, where he’s seen both sides of the 
medical world. He retired from his career as a cardiologist 
and electrophysiologist but now reports he has Par-
kinson’s. “I’m doing OK with it.” Falls Church, VA, resident 
Sandy Mathis Tarpinian, MAT ’73, has attended Spanish 
schools in Guatemala and Mexico. “It’s mostly an excuse 
to travel to fun places and justify staying for several weeks. 
I still don’t speak Spanish, but I hope the process is 
keeping Alzheimer’s at bay.” 

Our co-class president Robert Tallo (Greeneville, NC) 
teaches accounting and auditing online. He also referees 
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high school and college baseball, basketball, and volley-
ball games—thousands of games over the years. Retired 
infectious disease doctor Jon Kaplan, MD ’74, is on the 
front lines; he spent his career at the CDC in Atlanta. 
“It’s important that we all continue to take COVID pre-
cautions.” Jon echoes many at how lucky that our 50th 
was in 2019, not 2020. 

Finally, we’ll end our class alumni tour in Florida. While 
several classmates mentioned above do spend time in 
the Sunshine State,Joe Comparetto and Robin Atwood 
Fidler live there. Joe is in Bonita Springs working in a 
“diffcult” commercial real estate market. In 2019 Robin 
and husband Ray moved to Sanibel Island, “our favorite 
place on Earth.” 

There you have it: coast to coast with the Class of 
1969. See you at our 55th in 2024! Send your news to 
Alexandra Bond, Class Notes Editor, at abb83@cornell. 
edu or 401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. 
v Bob Potter, bob@robertwpotter.com. 

70 Last time, I wrote that I am fnding it so very 
interesting and amazing to know about the 

infnite variety of activities involving our classmates. 
Such discoveries continue. 

I am writing this in late January, now two weeks after 
receiving my frst vaccination for COVID, through our 
county health department. Everything was well organized 
and ran smoothly in a very professional manner, without 
having to leave one’s car. After the actual injection, we 
were asked to wait a period of time in case of any allergic 
or other reactions and were monitored by a physician. 
Monitoring our group happened to be classmate Charles 
Thorsen, a now-retired area physician, volunteering his 
services. Even more interesting, perhaps, is that the vac-
cine I received was developed and made by Moderna, 
a company co-founded by classmate Robert Langer, 
an extraordinarily successful and brilliant engineer and 
scientist now at MIT. Thank you, Charles and Robert! 

Also in my last column was a note about the Zoom-
based Cornell mixers sponsored and run by the Cornell 
Club of Washington, DC. They are now biweekly, and the 
format has changed a bit,witha period during which there 
are specifc breakout rooms for pre-established groups. 
The Class of 1970is now occasionally one of those groups, 
so come join us! Basic information and access to regis-
ter can be found at https://anypersonanyparty.org/. 

Robert Keller (Wilmette, IL; rek35@cornell.edu) has 
retired for the third time (he says the third time is the 
charm) after careers in global human resources law and 
humanitarian aid. He and Elizabeth (Mt.Holyoke and Duke 
’73) are celebrating their 48th wedding anniversary. They 
are leaving the Maryland/D.C. area to return to the North 
Shore of Chicago, to be nearer their two daughters. Bob 
says they expect to be honored as one of the frst couples 
ever to retire by returning to the Windy City, in highly 
taxed Illinois. They will be living close to Northwestern U., 
which he has adopted as his local school—no Division 1 
hockey, but an excellent Big 10 football program. His 
younger daughter’s wedding was postponed due to 
COVID-19. No stranger to international travel, Bob and 
Liz have already booked a round-the-world cruise to 
celebrate their 50th anniversary in 2023. 

Patrick Kelly (Ottawa, ON; pkelly42@sympatico.ca) 
is a member of Health Canada’s Psychosocial Emergency 

Response Team, along with being a Canadian Red Cross 
volunteer on the Ottawa Branch Disaster Management 
team, all while having just celebrated his 79th birthday. 
One of his routines is taking weekly “walkabouts” in local 
small towns and taking photos of daily life during the 
pandemic for an ultimate photo album of pandemic 
2020-21. He misses singing practice and concerts with 
the Ottawa Police Chorus and is fnding satisfaction with 
volunteering, along with Zoom connections with family, 
friends, and Cornellians. 

Perhaps the oldest unpublished note in my fle is from 
Art Litowitz (New Smyrna Beach, FL; Arthur.litowtz@ 
gmail.com), who is amazed by how busy he is now that 
he is in “retirement,” and has had to, like the rest of us, 
convert many of those activities, especially time with 
grandchildren, to virtual connections. One of Art’s accom-
plishments of which he is proud is the loss of 27 pounds, 
getting him to within nine pounds of his weight when we 
all began at Cornell. He describes his best day at Cornell 
as an autumn day in 1966,crisp,clear, with colorful leaves, 
walking across the Suspension Bridge, breathing in cool 
air, with a slight breeze rustling the leaves. Art considers 
this a rare and blessed memory, contemplating in that 
moment “the miracle of life, nature, and the universe.” 

William Cummins (Brookville, IN;wkc048@aol.com) 
writes that he is retired, and along with wife Kimberly 
enjoys life on a fve-and-a-half-acre estate with an acre 
pond in the countryside, and also spends time at a con-
dominium inFort Myers, FL.He notes that he and Kimberly 
have recently celebrated 52 years of marriage. Again, 
as with many of us, William enjoys visiting their three 
sons and their children, and he wishes that they could 
be traveling more in this time of the pandemic. 

Apologies from the staff of Cornell Alumni Magazine 
to Paul Guthrie, whose name in the Jan/Feb ’21 issue 
was inadvertently left without the usual boldface-type 
identifying him as a member of the Class of 1970. 

I’m still very new at writing this column. I do fnd it 
enjoyable to hear about all that we as Cornellians are 
planning, doing, or have done, and sharing. The great 
challenge every other month is to always have enough 
material to fll the allotted space. And that depends on all 
of you to send your notes. You may contact me directly, 
at my e-mail or phone below. If I don’t answer, leave a 
voicemail and I will call you back. Or you may use the 
university’s standard form at http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
class-notes/. However you choose to do it, please send 
your news! v John Cecilia, jlcecilia96@gmail.com; tel., 
(312) 524-2912. 

71 A message from Barbara Brem Noveau, our 
class president: “As I write this update for the 

fnal issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine, it appears certain 
that our 50th Reunion will be celebrated virtually, not in 
person. Alumni Affairs is in the process of assembling an 
event similar to the one held in 2020, but with the ben-
eft of lots more Zoom experience. Your class offcers met 
in early February to discuss options with Alumni Affairs 
staff, and we expect to plan one or two virtual gatherings 
to take place prior to Reunion and a couple of special 
’71 events during the virtual Reunion. When plans are 
solidifed, we will, of course, let all classmates know via 
e-mail. Our class website (classof71.alumni.cornell.edu) 
and our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/ 

Cornell.1971) will also provide the latest information as 
soon as things start to come together. In closing, I want 
to thank Jim Roberts and Gayle Yeomans, our dedi-
cated class correspondents for the past fve years, for 
keeping us connected since we were last together at 
Reunion in 2016. And, in advance, I’d like to thank Re-
union co-chairs Gilda Klein Linden and Kathy Menton 
Flaxman for whatever they and others will do to provide 
the most memorable virtual 50th Reunion that the times 
will allow.” 

Finally, a personal refection from Jim Roberts, CAM 
editor & publisher, 2000–2014: This magazine recon-
nected me with Cornell. Like many of us, I was glad to 
graduate after four turbulent and sometimes diffcult 
years, although grateful for the many memorable expe-
riences I’d had, in class and elsewhere. But I was eager 
to get on with my life and didn’t give much thought to 
alumni activities. That remained true for more than 20 
years. Then, after seeing the alumni magazine of another 
school at a friend’s house, I decided to pay my class dues 
so I could receive what was then called Cornell Magazine. 
At the time, I was working in commercial publishing in 
California, but my wife and I were considering a move back 
East, especially since I didn’t like the look of an upcom-
ing corporate merger that promised to radically change 
my job. While looking through Cornell Magazine, I saw a 
help-wanted ad for director of communications in Alumni 
Affairs and Development. I was intrigued by the thought 
of coming back to Cornell and applied. I got the job and 
began work at AA&D in May 1999. After a year, I learned 
that the position of editor & publisher of this magazine 
was about to open up—and, after making some inquiries, 
I was approached by the alumni committee responsible 
for evaluating candidates. I was hired and took over the 
job in June 2000, remaining until I retired 14 years later. 
Early in my tenure, after consultation with the leaders of 
the alumni association, we changed the name to Cornell 
Alumni Magazine, to emphasize the connection to the 
original Cornell Alumni News, which had been founded 
in 1899 as an independent publication, owned by and 
produced for the alumni of Cornell University. 

When Cornell Alumni News was frst published, and 
for many years afterward, it was the primary—and often 
the only—source of university news for the alumni com-
munity. And, like the student-run Cornell Daily Sun, it 
cherished its independence. Over the years, the adminis-
tration launched a variety of offcial publications that also 
offered Cornell news; recently, these have included the 
Cornell Chronicle and Ezra magazine, as well as publica-
tions for the different colleges and divisions. Now, as I’m 
sure you’ve seen, there are many digital sources of infor-
mation, including daily and weekly e-newsletters from 
university communications. We all receive a lot of Cornell 
news. That being the case, along with the understandable 
reluctance of the younger classes to pay class dues, 
CAM’s demise was perhaps inevitable. And, yes, there 
will soon be a digital “alumni communications hub” that 
will include some of the content that has been in CAM, 
along with, it’s been announced, a “print option,” form 
and frequency TBD. 

So, after 123 years, Cornell will no longer have an 
independent alumni publication. Given my former posi-
tion at CAM, I cannot, of course, be objective about that 
change. I’m sure there is value in more immediacy, wider 

https://www.facebook.com
https://classof71.alumni.cornell.edu
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mailto:pkelly42@sympatico.ca
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https://anypersonanyparty.org
mailto:bob@robertwpotter.com
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distribution, and the end of paying for a dwindling number 
of subscriptions with the class dues system. That said, I 
believe strongly that something of great value has been 
lost. The involvement of Cornell’s alumni with CAM, as 
employees, advisors, contributors, critics, supporters, 
and readers has contributed greatly to the life of the 
university—and sometimes provided much-needed bal-
ance to reporting on diffcult or controversial events. (To 
mention just one famous example: the Straight takeover 
in 1969.) No university-run publication can do this, be-
cause it must always hew to the offcial PR line. But we 
Cornellians have always taken pride in thinking for our-
selves and viewing our alma mater with equal measures 
of affection and skepticism. I hope I can speak for those 
of us who worked at CAM, as well as the publishing pro-
fessionals who supported us by serving on the magazine 
committee,when I say that always doing our best to report 
on the university honestly and accurately was in keeping 
with what Professor Carl Becker once defned as Cornell’s 
“ancient tradition of freedom and responsibility.” v Jim 
Roberts, jhr22@cornell.edu; Gayle Yeomans, gay2@ 
cornell.edu. 

72 As yet further proof that time marches on, 
this issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine is the 

last print edition in the magazine’s storied history. 
According to recent announcements, the magazine’s 
content—including Class Notes—will be “transitioning to 
a free, digital-frst publication as part of the new Cornell 
alumni communications hub, launching in July 2021.” As 
in the case of most reincarnations, we are not entirely 
certain about what the future will bring. There will be a 
print edition of the new communications hub, which will 
be available for anyone who wants to subscribe. We are 
also advised that class correspondents will continue to 
function in some capacity, but as of this writing we have 
not been able to glimpse exactly how. In the meantime, 
thanks for reading this column for lo these many years. 
And if you continue to hear from us after the great change-
over, it might be a sign that there is life in the afterlife. 

In these last waning days of the print edition, there 
is still much to report about what our classmates are 
doing. My friend and former roommate Joseph Masci, 
a professor of infectious diseases at the Icahn School 
of Medicine at Mount Sinai (New York City), has been 
centrally involved in organizing the city’s COVID response 
at Elmhurst Hospital Center in Queens, and currently 
serves as chairman of the Global Health Inst. at Elmhurst. 
Joe has received numerous awards and honors for med-
ical leadership and academic excellence, as refected 
in his Wikipedia page. In addition, he has been making 
weekly radio appearances on Caribbean Power Jam 
Radio, primarily to bring information about coronavirus 
vaccinations and other medical issues to the Caribbean 
community in New York City. 

Not to be outdone, Joe’s wife, Elizabeth Bass, re-
cently assisted Les Payne and his daughter, Tamara 
Payne, in completing The Dead Are Arising, a biography 
of Malcolm X that traces his transformation “from street 
criminal to devoted moralist and revolutionary.” Liz also 
co-authored two medical books with Joe (Bioterrorism: 
A Guide for Hospital Preparedness and Ebola: Clinical 
Patterns, Public Health Concerns) and wrote a hilarious 
CNN opinion piece last July about the hundreds of e-mails 

she received from the Trump campaign offering her 
untold honors if she contributed to the campaign even 
though she had no intention of doing so. 

Gene Weber writes: “Since 2020was our year for 70th 
birthdays, I’d like to report on my milestone birthday 
video created in December by my daughters Scotty ’11 
(Hotel) and Paige (the artist Pinky Weber). They reached 
out to people in my past, and several Cornellians sub-
mitted humbling video clips about me. In addition to 
Scotty, they were Al and Jane Gunz Arras, Bob Gray, 
Judi Bloom, Margaret Weaver Jordan ’73, and Den-
nis Ling ’75. There were also special appearances by 
my freshman dorm counselors Jim Chapman ’70 and 
Howie Possick ’70. It was a great way to celebrate in 
a pandemic year.” 

Debra Farrell Dolinski, BFA ’71, is basically retired 
but still does private lessons, painting, and photography 
from her studio in Como, Italy. She also has an impor-
tant body of work on permanent display at Villa del 
Grumello in Como. Glenn Ford lives in California and 
keeps busy with photography and art but is still procras-
tinating about writing a book. Until we meet again: v 
Gary Rubin, glr34@cornell.edu; Alex Barna, alexbarna 
@comcast.net. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/. 

73 At our 10th Reunion, my husband and I crashed 
the picnic at Taughannock Falls. It didn’t stop 

Jon Kaplan, MBA ’74, from using his precise volunteer 

radar to recruit me to help write the class columns. 
Somewhere along the way, I became the lead corre-
spondent.As I write this last column for CAM, I thank those 
of you who have helped write it over the years. Our appre-
ciation extends to our classmates who sent handwritten 
news updates for many years before we received them 
via e-mail. I have two news updates. Appropriately, one 
was handwritten and one was electronic. Then I get to 
“wax poetic” on the changes to CAM and the Class Notes. 

Martin Bialer sent us his annual update via snail 
mail. He’s still working as a clinical geneticist at Cohen 
Children’s Medical Center. Not surprisingly, he’s doing 
mostly telemedicine right now,which makes his work more 
challenging. His and Rachel’s son, Daniel, is attending 
Law School at Cornell. When they’re visiting, they enjoy 
the Inn at Taughannock Falls. Malcolm McLaren was 
awarded a prestigious honor from the American Society 
of Civil Engineers. He was declared the 2020 Civil Engi-
neering Entrepreneur of the Year. Malcolm started his 
engineering frm in his basement at the age of 25. Now, 
the McLaren Engineering Group employs more than 250 
people in 11 offces. Malcolm was cited for his pioneering 
work in the construction of bridges, structures, waterfront 
development, and entertainment venues.We applaudyou! 

Throughout the decades I’ve been reporting on your 
news, I’ve watched us change. We got married—though 
some classmates had to wait many years before it was 
legal. We had children. We had dynamic careers. We were 
doing what we loved. Some sent their children—now 

    Be ready to virtually celebrate our 50th Reunion     
Friday, June 11 ---  Saturday, June 12, 2021 

Weʼve got 

FIFTY
YEARS
to re--discover!

https://venues.We
https://spondent.As
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mailto:glr34@cornell.edu
https://cornell.edu
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grandchildren—to Cornell. We were passionate about our 
avocations and our causes. Many of you made music; 
sometimes I received a copy. We have artists, chorists, 
poets, moviemakers, and no doubt knitters and tinkerers, 
gardeners, and golfers. Your diversity of life experiences 
and interests have enriched my own life. 

I’ll miss seeing this column in CAM. I’ll admit to being 
a “hold-in-your-hand” book junkie, likewise with news-
papers and magazines. (Okay, I do own a Kindle, so I’ve 
made movement into the electronic phase of book buy-

ing.) Still, I treasure the reality of writing on paper—just 
as we’re all missing the touch of others and something 
besides a Zoom face to talk to. The Class Notes will con-
tinue as part of the new digital-frst alumni communica-
tions hub. Although I don’t know details about this new 
format at the time of this writing, I do know that there 
will be a print option available for anyone who wants to 
subscribe to a more traditional magazine. 

Writing this column one year into the COVID-19 
pandemic, I shake my head and say, What a world. We’ve 
experienced interesting times, as the saying goes, 
whether they were a curse or not. Politics, erosion of 
civil society, differential economic opportunity, global-
ism, wars, and now pestilence. Yet, each of us has done 
our best, as Cornellians, to bring light to the future. I trust 
you will continue to share your stories. I don’t want to 
miss them! v Phyllis Haight Grummon, phg3@cornell. 
edu; Pamela Meyers, psmeyers73@gmail.com; David 
Ross, dave@daveross.com. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

74 A new feature is being added to our class 
column, starting with this one. Because the 

pandemic, with its infuence on all our lives, is a shared 
experience, class offcers thought it would be of interest 
and helpful to share our pandemic stories with each 
other and to hear our classmates’ stories. If you wish to 
contribute, please send your COVID experience(s) to 
classmate Jodi Sielschott Stechschulte, jodisteck@ 
gmail.com, with the subject: ’74 COVID Response. 

Traditional news from classmates continues. Hope 
Comisky recently joined Griesing Law LLC in the frm’s 
employment practice group. She is delighted to join the 
women-owned law frm to serve clients in the felds of 
employment law and professional responsibility. Hope is 
a frequent lecturer and author on these topics and has 
served as an adjunct professor at the U. of Pennsylvania 
Law School, where she teaches seminars. She has been 
regularly recognized by Best Lawyers in America and 
Super Lawyers for her work in employment law, and, 
notably, she was named Lawyer of the Year by Best 
Lawyers for Labor and Employment in Philadelphia. 

Merrill Weitzner Naughton has retired from 40-plus 
years as a treasury management consultant with fve 
different major banks as they merged and reinvented 
themselves. “My most time-consuming project has been 
going through 40 years of collected ‘treasures’ stored in 
our attic.” Her older daughter, Meredith, and husband 
Mark are expecting her frst grandchild. Younger daughter 
Lindsay recently completed her frst semester in an urban 
planning master’s program at Tufts. “Best news: both live 
close by!” Satisfaction in Merrill’s life comes from fam-

ily and friends, her 16-year-old Labradoodle, and regular 
exercise,both walking and swimming.The latter she began 
as regular recreation at the Helen Newman pool! At the 
time of writing, she had received the frst of her two 
COVID vaccinations. (Merrill also sent updated COVID 
news, and this will be included in a later column.) 

Bonni Schulman Dutcher wrote, “The last year has 
been quite diffcult for me personally. I used to travel 
someplace different every single week, and it was inter-
esting to cope with being home all the time. I must say 
that now my dog and I are extremely happy to be home 
together. My work has been wonderful about letting me 
remain in my function, working from home. Some of the 
positives about COVID for me: I will probably travel less 
for work now that I can get my work done over Zoom. 
Another great positive is the Cornell Global Mixers, which 
we hold every two weeks. I’ve taken the lead on this and 
we’ve been getting more people joining. It is a great way 
of reconnecting with classmates as well as meeting 
other people in the general mixer. Our class has several 
breakout rooms two hours before the general mixer. 
We’ve had a lot of lively conversations! I hope a lot more 
classmates join the fun. I hope everyone is safe and well!” 
Helen Bendix shared, “My sister-in-law died of the virus 
within three days and none of us could be with her. It was 
terrifying. COVID makes one appreciate the outdoors, 
family being close by, and having a hobby in addition to 
a job. I still play in a string quartet outside with masks. 
All my appellate arguments are on remote, which is 
challenging. But we are getting out our opinions and 
serving the public as best we can.” 

Shelley Cosgrove DeFord wrote, “Like many of us, 
Zoom has become a way of life during COVID—thank-
fully. And it’s kept my Cornell connection strong. I’ve 
participated in small and larger DG calls, enjoyed Corey 
Earle ’07’s fun and informative webinars, kept up to 
date with university news through some live-streamed 
events, and enjoyed some delicious wine tasting from 
classmates’ vineyards. HLR Cellars, the vineyard owned 
by classmate Joan Schmidt Heller and her husband, 
Steve, PhD ’77, did several where we pre-ordered the 
wine and were able to enjoy it during the tasting. It was 

very interactive and a lot of fun. We had visited the vine-
yard in person before the pandemic, so it was nice to 
virtually return. Frog’s Leap Winery, classmate John Wil-
liams’s legendary vineyard, does some very entertaining 
tastings. He and his son do these, and two in particular 
were just outstanding and told the history of Frog’s Leap 
starting with John’s days at Cornell and his journey into 
winemaking and to Napa. There were lots of other class-
mates on these virtual tastings. I encourage everyone to 
check these out.” 

As you probably already know, this will be the fnal 
class column as we have known it. Bill Howard wrote, 
“Cornell Alumni Magazine ends 123 years of publication 
with this May/June 2021 issue. I’m a journalist and was 
chair of CAM’s alumni advisory committee when we 
hired Jenny Barnett as the magazine’s 11th editor in 
2014. Her talents were large and so too was the chal-
lenge of publishing a proftable print magazine in the 
era of news on the web and social media. Now it ends. 
Cornell has dozens of publications; CAM has been the 
one publication since 1899 that presented news of 
Cornell with the best interests of our quarter-million 
alumni in mind. I hope alumni will in the future again fnd 
a way to receive fair-minded information about Cornell.” 
If anyone would like to know more about what lies ahead, 
these are websites where you may fnd helpful informa-
tion on what to expect in the upcoming changes: https:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/volunteer/leadership/caa/cornell-
alumni-publication-faq/ and https://alumni.cornell. 
edu/article/digital-hub-to-combine-best-of-cornells-
alumni-publications/. 

Many thanks to our classmates who shared their 
news and COVID experiences. We hope everyone stays 
safe and COVID free. Keep sending your news and stories 
to: v Lucy Babcox Morris, lucmor1433@gmail.com; 
Molly Miller Ettenger, molly.ettenger@gmail.com; or 
Jim Schoonmaker, js378@cornell.edu. 

75 It was more than 40 years ago that I joined 
others in our class in writing this column. And 

this one is for the last issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine 
(see the fnal paragraph). Back then, I was 27, typing on 
an IBM Selectric, with a ball, using Wite-Out, no desktops, 
no internet, no e-mail—and just look now. How have 
those 40 years gone so fast? And back then, no COVID— 
and if that had happened then, there was likely no way 
to get a vaccine as quickly as we have, or possibly at 
all. The theme of this last column, via your classmates, 
is mostly retirement and dealing with COVID. Please, all 
of you and your loved ones, be healthy and safe. 

Ann Kavicky Franzen (southportmarketing@gmail. 
com) writes, “As a graphic designer in Connecticut, I will 
mourn the loss of our beloved magazine. With many 
Cornellians in the family—husband, son, daughter, 
daughter-in-law—I will miss the glossy pages of articles, 
Class Notes, and even advertisements. When I started 
in the feld, computer typesetting was replacing union 
shops with Linotype machines. And now this. May we 
successfully archive the world through digital eyes and 
hope that our search engines remain strong.” From 
Pennsylvania, Maureen Mcnamara Laraia (maureen 
laraia@gmail.com) reports, “The vaccine rollout here is 
slow. As a graduate of Cornell’s School of Nursing at 
New York Hospital, I am retired but willing and able to 

mailto:laraia@gmail.com
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administer the vaccine as soon as I am vaccinated myself. 
I live in a 55-plus community and would love to start 
right here and now. Hopefully, I will be called to service 
soon. I live in Delaware County, which regrettably doesn’t 
have its own health department. We have to depend on 
Chester County for the vaccine. This is slowing things 
down considerably.” 

Scott Sutcliffe (sas10@cornell.edu) recently retired 
from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology after 35 wonderful 
years pursuing his life passions, all related to birds. He 
resides on a 19th-century farm in Trumansburg and is 
“hunkered down for the winter but will emerge in the spring 
with renewed energies and a zest for life.” Scott recalls 
his undergrad years at Cornell, three in Risley, “with 
extreme happiness—the perfect foundation for graduate 
studies, a rewarding life, and an ideal career.” Karen 
Lafky Stoufer, DVM ’78 (Kstoufer@cvm.org) semi-retired 
in 2020 after 30 years with Christian Veterinary Mission, 
switching to part-time remote work, and moved from the 
West Coast back East again, to Harrisburg, PA, to be near 
the grandkids—and just in time to become a full-time 
homeschool teacher for her frst-grade grandson during 
the school closures. Re-retirement, as Karen describes 
it: “On top of remote part-time work, it doesn’t really feel 
much like how I pictured retirement, but my husband, 
Ron, and I feel blessed to be able to be near family and 
have a job while so many are struggling.” Karen would 
love to hear from others who lived in the 109 Triphammer 
transfer house ’73-75; she has stayed in touch with 
Joanne Werntz, but not many others from the house. 

Peter Fanelli (pgfanell@optonline.net) has been re-
tired for eight years, ending 32 years of state law enforce-
ment service as the director of the NYS Environmental 
Conservation Police. He has been a volunteer with the 
Dutchess County Medical Reserve Corps for years but 
has been very busy for the past year doing COVID tracing, 
delivering groceries to quarantined families, and manning 
the county’s points of dispensing for the vaccine. Pamela 
Gang Sherman (pamsher123@gmail.com) is now with 
Braver Angels (braverangels.org) as a volunteer ambas-
sador, moderator, and member of the new rural advisory 
council. It’s a national nonproft bringing reds and blues 
together to help bridge the affective polarization divide 
in the country. Pamela emphasizes that “Braver Angels 
does not seek to change beliefs—it’s about listening to 
each other as humans.” 

Lorine Cummings (integrityplus3@verizon.net) 
speaks for many of us when she says, “I maintain a 
routine of only leaving my home for essential activity like 
doctor appointments, food shopping, and visits to the 
pharmacy. I maintain contact with family primarily through 
Duo and FaceTime. It has not been easy since I live alone, 
but I am grateful.” She adds that as a minister of the 
gospel, her faith has sustained her “in ways that chal-
lenged and provoked me.” With our apologies for the 
lateness of getting this into the column, Paul DuBowy 
(pjdubowy@gmail.com) writes from Cody, WY, that he and 
his wife, Virginia, have established an endowment to fund 
a student internship at the Cornell Botanic Gardens: “The 
Paul DuBowy Internship in Bog and Wetland Conservation 
will help continue the university’s tradition of excellence 
and leadership in bog and wetland science and manage-
ment. The Cornell Botanic Gardens internship program 
was established more than 20 years ago, to provide 

students with full-time, hands-on learning opportunities 
in natural resources management, plant propagation, and 
public education, among others.” For more information, 
go to: https://cals.cornell.edu/news/alumni-gift-creates-
bog-and-wetlands-conservation-internship. 

Kim Solworth Merlino (kimmerlino@mac.com) de-
scribes 2020 as follows: “It was a stressful year, but one 
in which I counted my blessings. I am fortunate to do 
freelance science education writing from a home offce, 
and the work was steady and interesting. My husband 
and I live in a home with a big front porch and cozy back 
garden, where we could occasionally see friends and 
family outdoors and safely. In October, we celebrated the 
wedding of one of our sons in an all-outdoors weekend 
in Maine. Finally, digital technologies have kept us con-
nected to our two sons, extended families, friends, and 
colleagues, and reconnected with the other transfer-
student women with whom I shared off-campus housing 
and a few adventures in ’73-75.” 

This is the last column in the magazine, but CAM’s 
content will be transitioning to a free, digital-frst publi-
cation as part of the new Cornell alumni communications 
hub, launching in July ’21. We received a bunch of up-
dates on classmates recently and did not have the room 
to put them in this column, but we will continue to provide 
a column on the digital hub (a print option will also be 
available). We hope you will continue to share your news 
on life, family, and/or classmates with us.vMitch Frank, 
mjfgator@gmail.com; Joan Pease, japease1032@aol. 
com; Karen DeMarco Boroff, Karen.boroff@shu.edu; 
Deb Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail.com. 

76 This is our 45th Reunion year, and, as for so 
many recent and near-future events, planning 

has been a challenge! Martha Plass Sheehe writes that 
she and the rest of our brave Reunion organizers have 
arranged some great virtual activities to stand in for 
in-person events. Please go to cornellconnect.cornell. 
edu to make sure that Cornell has your correct e-mail 
address, and then we’ll see you online! 

Most of us have had an unusually quiet year, so 
there’s precious little news of travel and festive gather-
ings, but the milestones of life continue. In particular, 
it’s a great time to retire. Maira Bundza has retired from 
Western Michigan U. Libraries after 20 years there. Yes, 
it was partly due to COVID, but she was close to retirement 
anyway. She plans on an active retirement, working on 
saving archives of the Latvian diaspora community in 
the US. 

I heard from my two dear Collegetown roommates: 
Ellen Cord Dember reports that she also retired this 
summer, leaving 44 uninterrupted years in corporate HR 
behind. Ellen and her husband, Andrew, live in Montvale, 
NJ, and are hoping to split their time between Southern 
California, where their younger son lives, and the New 
York area, where their older son lives. And Karen Krinsky 
Sussman wrote in February, “With all of the craziness 
during this past year, my husband, Don, MBA ’79, and I 
have lots to be thankful for. We have happily transitioned 
to a very comfortable life in South Florida, but most im-
portantly, we have welcomed two granddaughters. Emmie 
Paige, daughter of our youngest son, Lloyd, is 9 months 
old. June Cathleen, daughter of our middle son Kenny, 
is 1 month old, having arrived six weeks early. We are 

blessed to have fve grandchildren and very thankful for 
FaceTime! Family members have had COVID and fortu-
nately had mild cases. We are vaccinated and pray that 
all of you are safe and that the year ahead is brighter.” 

Larry Epstein, MBA ’78, wrote, “In spite of the limits 
of the pandemic, 2020 was a year of change for us. 
After 17 wonderful years, I retired from Drexel U. and am 
now professor emeritus, doing a bit of part-time teaching 
there (remotely). Karen (Hasby) ’77 and I sold our New 
Jersey home of 32 years and moved to . . . the Finger 
Lakes!As you all know,it’s beautiful here, but I’ve shoveled 
more snow in the past 30 days than I did in 32 years in 
Jersey! Karen (who retired in 2018) is a certifed yoga 
instructor and works as a volunteer yoga instructor at a 
hospital (teaching remotely at the moment, of course). I 
am doing some guest lecturing at a few universities and 
for fun I am back on the radio at WVBR-FM after a 
40-plus-year hiatus (again, all remote)! By the time you 
read this I expect Karen and I will be fully immunized, and 
we are looking forward to seeing our kids in the spring 
(both work in healthcare and should be fully immunized 
by then too). Wishing everyone a healthy and happy 
2021!” We can all enjoy hearing Larry et al. at WVBR.com. 

As of now, Bill and I—this is Pat Relf Hanavan writing 
for this issue—have had our frst vaccines.We look forward 
to seeing our two Cleveland grandchildren (Theo, 5, and 
Bea, 18 months) without quite so many elaborate pre-
cautions. And we may even be able to cross into Canada 
this summer to visit our Nova Scotia granddaughter 
(Hilda, 7). Meanwhile, Bill is spending his spring plant-
ing free trees for folks here in Cleveland Heights, and 
I’m sifting through boxes of family photos and papers, 
so at least a leafy neighborhood and a clean basement 
may result from our extended quarantine. Stay well, and 
we’ll see you virtually at Reunion! Do let us know how and 
what you’re doing these days. v Pat Relf Hanavan, pat 
relf1@gmail.com; Lisa Diamant, ljdiamant@verizon.net. 
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

77 Happy spring to all of you! I’m writing this 
column in the middle of cold, wintry February 

and so looking forward to spring. Most likely you are too. 
Perhaps by the time you read this most of us will be vac-
cinated against COVID-19 and able to resume some of 
the activities we’ve missed these many months. Routines 
have changed dramatically, as we’ve all had to adapt 
to the physical and mental challenges of the pandemic 
and quarantines. My hope is that you and your families 
have fared well. 

“I am now practicing neurology at the Marcus Neuro-
science Inst. at Boca Raton Regional Hospital,” writes 
Marc Swerdloff (mswerd@bellsouth.net), “and I’m an 
affliate associate professor at Florida Atlantic U. I am 
enjoying teaching neurology residents at our newly ac-
credited residency program.” What brings him the most 
satisfaction these days? “Family, friends, and colleagues.” 

Our classmate Sheryl Checkman shared how she 
changed her plans over this diffcult year. Over the course 
of ten months, from March through December 2020, she 
spent much of her time traversing New York City and its 
environs by foot, bike, ferry, and occasionally car, camera 
in hand, seeking out the beauty in nature as a reaction to 
the devastating COVID-19 pandemic. She compiled her 
photos, along with descriptions of her walks, into a book, 

mailto:mswerd@bellsouth.net
http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
mailto:ljdiamant@verizon.net
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2020 — My Photographic Journey Through an Isolating 
Year, which she self-published in early 2021 on Blurb and 
Amazon in a variety of formats (hardcover coffee table 
size, soft cover, and e-book). The following is a quote from 
the beginning of the book: 

“At the start of 2020 I had great expectations. I was 
turning 65 in April and, as a present to myself, I was 
planning to take a long-awaited trip to Africa to scuba 
dive off the coast of Mozambique and then a few days 
of safari at Kruger National Park in South Africa. One 
more thing to scratch off my bucket list. But then COVID 
happened, and life changed for everyone. Cities were 
on lockdown and people were dying. Isolation, we were 
told, was the only way to stay safe. There would be no 
trip to Africa this year. My year had to be reimagined. I 
live alone, so during the early days of the pandemic, the 
only visual connection to be had with other people was 
through Zoom calls. Taking walks by myself was initially 
a lonely venture until I felt comfortable enough to walk, 
socially distanced, with a friend or two. I started to take 
my camera with me on my walks. I no longer felt lonely. I 
began to see that despite the fear and sadness surround-
ing my city, there were still places to explore and beauty 
to be found. I made the decision to look for the beauty in 
my surroundings, work on my photography, and make the 
best of a situation I had no control over.” Many thanks to 
Sheryl for giving us a glimpse of her pandemic journey. 
Check out her book for more on her experience. 

Though this is the fnal issue of Cornell Alumni Mag-
azine, the tradition of Class Notes will continue in a new 
alumni communications hub. This new format will be dig-
ital frst, with a print option available for those who want 
to subscribe;we hope this new format will encourage more 
of our classmates to be in touch. As you know, we always 
enjoy sharing your stories. Please keep all of your news 
and views coming in via the online news form at http:// 
www.alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/, or by writing to 
either of us directly:vMary Flynn,maryfynn1@me.com; 
or Howie Eisen, heisen@pennstatehealth.psu.edu. 

78 Music has a way of bringing people together, 
and indeed it did during “Great Cornell Con-

certs of the ’70s,” an online webinar sponsored by our 
class in January. More than 1,400 people, mostly alums 
from classes graduating in the ’70s, “Zoomed” in to hear 
Cornell historian Corey Ryan Earle ’07 lead a stroll down 
musical memory lane. Among the most notable perfor-
mances during our time on the Hill: the Band, Billy Joel, 
Jackson Browne, the Grateful Dead (the taped recording 
of which was added to the National Recording Registry of 
the Library of Congress), Marshall Tucker, and Emerson, 
Lake& Palmer.“Music rocked at Cornell in the’70s,” wrote 
one participant in the webinar’s lively online chat, which 
rivaled the lecture for attention. As a bonus, the team at 
Alumni Affairs created a special ’70s playlist on Spotify. 
It can be found at https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0 
oqtpt52dp1t8B7NJAhCAV. If you missed this event, you 
can fnd the recording (and the chat) in the archives at 
http://blogs.cornell.edu/cornellhistory/past-events/. 

Janet Bilton Reyes recalls seeing Phil Ochs and 
Harry Chapin, Renaissance, Seals and Crofts, Linda Ron-
stadt, and the Doobie Brothers at Cornell. For the last 
three, she worked concessions with her Alpha Phi Omega 
members. They all got in for free but were way far back 

from the stage. Janet still listens to some ’70s music, 
but also likes tunes from other decades. She offers up 
a musical tip: “Electro swing is great to listen to while 
doing household chores!” 

The frst concert Larry Skoczylas went to was Billy 
Joel at Bailey Hall freshman year. “If it wasn’t for ‘Piano 
Man,’ I would never have heard of him,” he writes. “My 
roommate was from ‘the City’ and knew of him, so I went. 
(I am from the Detroit area and it took a while to realize 
what ‘the City’ meant to Cornell folks! I also found it 
strange that people would tell you what county they were 
from instead of what city—i.e., Nassau or Suffolk—like 
that meant anything. So, I just started telling people I was 
from Macomb so they would be in the same boat as 
me!)” Larry also remembers seeing the Beach Boys in 
Barton Hall with others from Psi U, including Steve Wal-
ters, and Commander Cody playing on Slope Day. Now, 
his SiriusXM radio is often on the ’60s and ’70s channels. 
Larry retired from practicing oral and maxillofacial surgery 
two years ago. Of his enrollment in Medicare this year, 
he quips, “I guess that makes me offcially old!” He and 
his wife, Kathleen, celebrated their 30th anniversary last 
August. With their two oldest children out of college, they 
still have a junior in high school, which keeps them on 
their toes. 

Court Williams (and his adult kids) still listens to 
the music of our day: Led Zepplin, the Dead, Crosby, Stills, 
Nash & Young, Steely Dan, Earth, Wind & Fire, the Eagles, 
the Stones, Elton John, and more. He reported attend-
ing the Billy Joel and the Jerry Garcia Band concerts at 
the campus across town. 

Eugenie Shen remembers attending only one con-
cert at Cornell: Linda Ronstadt. For the past 17 years, she 
has been working in Hong Kong as managing director and 
head of asset management at Asia Securities Industry 
& Financial Markets Assn. (ASIFMA), the Asia affliate of 
SIFMA in the US and AFME in Europe, since 2014 rep-
resenting global asset managers in the region. Before 
joining ASIFMA, she was regional counsel for the former 
AIG Investments, which became PineBridge Investments. 
Eugenie contributed to the effort of Cornellians in Hong 
Kong who ordered face masks and other needed ma-
terials in the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic to 
send to Weill Cornell Medical Center. Those efforts by 
the China Advisory Board, along with Cornell’s Chinese 
alumni and parent community, were honored in a reso-
lution from Cornell’s president. It recognizes their “piv-
otal part in supporting CU and protecting medical profes-
sionals and vulnerable members of the local population.” 

Joanne Wallenstein and Glenn Fishman were 
hunkered down at home in Westchester, NY—one of the 
initial virus hot spots—in April 2020. They were joined by 
their two daughters, Julia and Adrienne ’14, plus their 
son-in-law and new baby, who all wanted to get out of the 
city. They had no idea how COVID struck the house; Glenn 
got it frst and worst, and then Joanne.The girls had it too, 
but suffered no symptoms. Glenn was very sick for more 
than two weeks and since he’s the doctor in the family, 
no one knew what to do. Fortunately, everyone recovered, 
and Glenn decided to celebrate with T-Shirts that read 
“COVID-19 antibodies inside.” Joanne, who publishes 
the local website Scarsdale10583.com, described the 
experience in an article on the site. You can read it here: 
https://scarsdale10583.com/section-table/122-

scarsdale-worships/8221-he-said-it-was-going-to-be-
bad-really-bad. 

COVID also had Andrew Paul and his family leaving 
NYC and living in Pebble Beach, CA, and Aspen, CO, for 
most of last year—both safe places to quarantine. They 
were lucky to have three of their children with them for 
much of the time, which Andrew called “a wonderful up-
side to a diffcult decision.” While there, they decided 
they were done with New York and moved full time to 
Aspen. “Everything became too hard in New York and 
we are loving living in the mountains,” he says. Andrew’s 
daughter is at the Hotel school, enjoying the university 
despite the circumstances. His healthcare buyout and 
healthcare venture capital businesses did pretty well 
during the last year, Andrew reports. “l know we got lucky.” 

While this is the last issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine, 
Cindy and I will still be writing our class columns in the 
future as the Class Notes become a part of the new 
alumni communications hub. So, be good classmates 
and send us your news! v Ilene Lefland, Ilene.lefand 
@gmail.com; Cindy Fuller, cindy@cindyjfuller.com. 

79 As you may have heard, this is the last Cornell 
Alumni Magazine that you’ll receive.CAM’s con-

tent will be “going digital” as part of the new alumni com-
munications hub, which will have a print option available 
for those who want to subscribe.We class correspondents 
will still be looking for your news in the upcoming months 
and years. 

We heard from Cindy Green, who said that COVID-19 
prevented an in-person gathering of Low Rise7 friends to 
celebrate their “45th Freshman Suitemate Reunion.” The 
group includes Elena Rodriguez, Allison Gay Kirchner, 
Gloria Maisto Cohen, Karen Cornelius ’78, BArch ’79, 
and Randy Strongin Weiss ’78, along with dormmate 
David Goldston ’78. They have been celebrating to-
gether annually for many years, often gathering in New 
York City for a weekend of fun. This past year they cel-
ebrated with a Zoom reunion. They all hope that, with the 
rollout of vaccines, they’ll be celebrating at the end of 
2021 or beginning of 2022 in person again. 

Zoom gatherings are a great way to stay in touch with 
Cornell friends. Our two VPs of affnity, Kevin Bruns and 
Elizabeth Kutscher Rosenstein, are eager to hear from 
you and assist in setting up a Zoom call with your Cornell 
club members, study partners, teammates, fatmates, 
sorority sisters, fraternity brothers, etc. Even when in-
person gatherings are allowed, a Zoom gathering will still 
provide a great way to connect with each other. 

Our “mailbag” is low. We urge you to share what is 
happening in your lives. Wishing everyone a healthy and 
safe 2021 and beyond. Please send your news to v 
Cindy Ahlgren Shea, Cindy.Shea01@gmail.com; Linda 
Moses, Lindakmoses@gmail.com; or Danna Levy, 
DannaGOA@gmail.com. Online news form, https:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

80 Hail to thee, 1980 classmates. I am submitting 
this on Mardi Gras day 2021,after a year where 

it feels like the Lent of 2020 never ended. I hope you will 
have been vaccinated by the time you are reading this. 

This column will appear in the fnal print edition of 
Cornell Alumni Magazine, a solemn occasion for many of 
us. For veteran correspondent Jill Abrams Klein (jklein@ 
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‘Alpha Delt provided us a stage on 
which we could audition to be the 
adults we became.’ 
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american.edu), the occasion provoked these memories: 
“Armed with notepads and dimes for the payphone, 
newly minted Class of ’80 alums Serena Hu, Jon Craig, 
and I agreed to serve as class correspondents. We relied 
on roomies, friends (big shout-out to my post-college 
roomie Martha Bonthuis Sutyak and all my DG sisters!), 
really anyone we met in a bar, as we connected across 
the class to hear about jobs, grad school, love life, and 
family. No PCs, no internet, but thank goodness the CAM 
staff agreed to accept handwritten columns so long as 
we included a dollar bill to pay a student to type it up! 
Thanks to Serena and Jon, we never missed an issue,and 
I loved my two-plus decades of writing our class column. 
Here’s to all the correspondents who humorously share 
our latest ailments, and as for me, I look forward to our 
next Reunion and a big Class of ’80 hug. #4Ever80!” 

Risa Rosenberg (risamrosenberg@gmail.com)writes, 
“The announcement of the last issue of the Alumni Mag-
azine caught me quite by surprise. I am moved to write 
an update. It is a happier note than the last one I wrote 
almost nine years ago, when I was reporting on the sud-
den death of my husband, Jerry Lazar ’81. I have, since 
then, found an equilibrium of sorts—I changed careers, 
leaving the practice of law for work on the operations side 
of a nonproft, Si-Yo Music Society Foundation Inc., ded-
icated to building a global community through classical 
music. We have been busier than ever in our community 
outreach, as we now bring live remote performances to 
people due to the pandemic. My family is also very busy. 
My son, Alex Lazar ’11, completed his doctorate in math-
ematics at U. of Miami and is in Stockholm doing a 
postdoc at KTH Royal Inst. of Technology. My daughter 
(who declined to even apply to Cornell, insisting that she 
wanted to go to a school her brother had not attended 
before her) is happily married to her college sweetheart 
and is living in Brooklyn.” 

A shining example of the prescience of the founders 
of the ILR school, Randi Weingarten was featured in a 
lengthy and deservedly complimentary New York Times 
article on February 9 by Dana Goldstein:“The Union Lead-
er Who Says She Can Get Teachers Back in Schools.” “In 
cities and suburbs where schools remain closed,teachers’ 
unions are often saying: not yet. Can Randi Weingarten 
change that?” Google this article to fnd out more. 

The September 28, 2020 edition of the Cornell Chron-
icle announced that Reginald White (rhw32@cornell. 
edu) is the newest member of the Cornell Board of Trustees 
and will serve a four-year term as the employee-elected 
trustee. See https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2020/ 
09/research-division-hr-head-elected-board-trustees. 
Reginald has a lengthy history of service to Cornell: he 
has served on several Cornell boards and is now the 
senior director of human resources for the research divi-
sion. Reginald is also a member of the graduate chapter 
of Alpha Phi Alpha, the nation’s frst Black fraternity, which 
was founded at Cornell. Peter Chametzky (chametzk@ 
mailbox.sc.edu) has written a new book entitled Turks, 
Jews, and Other Germans in Contemporary Art, which 
will be published by MIT Press in fall 2021. 

During the pandemic, some of my Alpha Delta Phi 
fraternity brothers and I (David Durfee)—Christopher 
Boak, Victor Schwartz, Steve Rotterdam, Hakan Sok-
mensuer, J.D. Calder, Steven Ritchey ’81, and Tom 
Starr ’81—have been remotely recreating our own version 

of the Algonquin Round Table. Looking back, Alpha Delt 
provided us a stage on which we could audition to be the 
adults we became. It is a heritage worth preserving. 

It is ftting to leave the last word to Dik Saalfeld, who 
offers a fnal “spit-fecked rant” for the Alumni Magazine: 
“Recent chatter on the Class of ’80 Facebook page 
concerns the identifcation of our generation. We’re after 
the Greatest Generation, but before the Millennials. 
We’re commonly known as Baby Boomers, but some of 

us think we’re a post-Boomer sub-generation. We didn’t 
get drafted, we didn’t seize Day Hall, and we didn’t drive 
to the Haight in comically appointed microbuses. We are 
navel-gazers, however, which is why we’re involved in 
this ridiculous discussion, and which fnally drives me 
to my point; namely, be careful what you wish for. ‘Okay, 
Boomer’ might be a put-down, but think of what we could 
be stuck with if we reject Boomerism. One possibility, 
referenced in the aforementioned discussion, is ‘the 
“Brady Bunch” Generation.’ See what I mean? Stop this 
speculation right now, people. I mean it. Don’t make me 
hunt you down.” 

We still want to hear what’s going on in your lives and 
encourage everyone to share personal updates at http:// 
www.alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. vDavid Durfee, 
durfey_2000 @ yahoo.com; DikSaalfeld, rfs25 @ cornell. 
edu; Leona Barsky, llb39 @ cornell.edu; Chas Horvath, 
chas @ horvaths.org. 

81 We hope you’ll all tune in for our virtual 40th 
Reunion, June 11-12! Visit our website, Classof 

81.alumni.cornell.edu, for the latest. Mike Bell and I 
bought a house in Gainesville, FL, to be closer to our two 
sons, daughter-in-law, and grandson. We are now “snow-
birds,” traveling back and forth between“northern”Florida 
and South Florida. We love being grandparents; it’s as 
amazing as everyone tells you! Our daughters are in Dal-
las, TX, and White Salmon, WA—maybe we need to buy 
houses there too? Though retired, Mike is working in 
Albuquerque every month doing locums while I continue 
my weekly volunteer shifts working in the clinics and 
fostering babies for both the Humane Society and South 
Florida Wildlife Center. 

We really enjoyed a December and February virtual 
freshman-year U-Hall 3 happy hour arranged by Rick 
Boggs, ME ’82,and attended by Robert “Whiz” Wisniew-
ski, ME ’82, Michael Wong, ME ’82, Dave Furiness, 
Randy Tinseth, Jim Hahn, Jenny Read Campbell, 
Nancy MacDonald Cousins, Jackie Fitch Fleckenstein, 
Theresa Kronick Wrobel, Tim Riccardi, Maryellen 
Plubell Miller ’82, and Doug Roll. As a group, we even 
attempted to remember the names of who lived in each 
room on various hallways. Randy has retired from his 

position as an executive at Boeing, stopping his globe-
trotting for now to be home in southwestern Washington. 
Dave and his wife live in the Raleigh/Durham area with 
all three of their children nearby! 

Bill and Melanie Hayes Nesheim ’82 have been 
enjoying life in the lakes and mountains of New Hampshire. 
They recently took advantage of their COVID-enforced 
break from travel by getting a new puppy. Bill retired from 
his job as a software engineering executive at Oracle in 

late 2019 and has been volunteering for local conserva-
tion groups, hiking in the White Mountains, and fying 
small planes. Melanie has been serving as treasurer for 
Family Promise of Southern New Hampshire, a nonproft 
helping homeless families in their area. Daughter Amy 
’14 has launched her own online legal education busi-
ness, ArtfulContracts.com, and is living near the New 
Hampshire seacoast. Son Brendan and his wife, Christine, 
are in southern New Hampshire, so they enjoy visiting 
with them and grandson Walter whenever they can. Bill 
shares, “As I’m sure many of us would prefer, I’d rather 
be getting together with friends in person than spending 
time on Zoom.” Spending time outside and with his fam-
ily brings Bill the most satisfaction in his life these days. 

Eric Alderman shares, “We celebrated Ely Barness’s 
60th birthday recently. Ely is likely one of the last mem-
bers of our class to turn the big 6-0 (he was a ‘two-year 
SP’ kid back in the day in NYC). The TEP ‘Core Four’ (Ely, 
Ricky Rosenberg ’79, Jon Wexler ’80, and I) had plans 
to spend a weekend in Florida that were dashed by the 
pandemic. Instead, we met at Ricky’s home on Keuka 
Lake near Hammondsport for a great fall weekend. A 
highlight was christening Ricky’s new outdoor jacuzzi 
and sauna (with Ely and Ricky taking turns as polar bears 
in the freezing lake). This time of year always harkens back 
to just before Thanksgiving week during our freshman 
year in 1977 and the ‘We Want a Week’ rally my U-Hall 5 
wine cellar buddies and I started all those years ago.” 

Abigail Shachat is the owner/principal of AJS Designs, 
which focuses on interior design and residential scale 
architecture. Abby is raising 16-year-old twin boys, Jake 
and Aaron, who are now starting their own college journey. 
She is happy that Cornell made the shortlist for both. Her 
boys, her garden, a really good design project, and friends 
and family are what give Abby the most satisfaction in 
her life. She shares that the frst person she met at Cornell 
was Mary Von Zastrow ’82, and if she had a day in 
Ithaca she would retrace her route to MVR from Eddy 
St. and walk up through the gorge. 

Elizabeth Pattillo Bradley writes, “I have been in 
charge of the Cleveland Clinic Center for Functional Medi-
cine since July 2017 as the medical director. We are using 
food as medicine and treating chronic disease from the 

https://ArtfulContracts.com
https://81.alumni.cornell.edu
https://horvaths.org
https://cornell.edu
https://yahoo.com
www.alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
https://mailbox.sc.edu
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2020
https://american.edu
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perspective of personalized medicine with emphasis on 
nutrition, environmental toxins, and genetics. We are the 
only academic-based functional medicine practice in the 
US that is insurance-based and able to treat patients 
across all 50 states with telemedicine.” 

Marie Vayo-Greenbaum and her husband, Mark, live 
in Wilmington, DE. Marie is retired and was busy travel-
ing, gardening, volunteering as crew on tall ship Kalmar 
Nyckel, running a small nature trail, participating in CAAAN 
interviews, and serving as chapter leader for Dining for 

‘Susan Wasserman Guerin created 
and shipped 132 stir-fry bundles to 
CAAA virtual partygoers.’ 

T O M  H E L F  ’ 8 3  

Women. Marie has been staying away from COVID-19 
but wishes she could be traveling again and visiting fam-
ily and friends. Being outdoors and sharing her love for 
nature with others is what brings her the most satisfac-
tion in her life. Marie’s favorite dining experience was at 
Moosewood Restaurant. 

And now for some news about Class Notes, which will 
continue as part of the new alumni communications hub, 
with a print option available for those who wish to sub-
scribe toa more traditional magazine.While further details 
aren’t available as I am writing this in mid-February, be 
on the lookout for communications from the university 
about this new hub. So keep sharing news with us! v 
Tanis MacKay-Bell, TanisMBell@gmail.com; Steven 
Barre, scbarre@aol.com; Betsy Silverfine, bsilverfne 
@comcast.net. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/. 

82 COVID has continued to dominate the news, 
and our class has not escaped the reach of the 

disease as it affects our work and personal lives. John 
Pisacane wrote, “While I have seen many changes in the 
32 years that I’ve owned my own dental practice to help 
patients feel and look good, 2020 was the most challeng-
ing year ever. Having been closed for ten weeks and then 
facing the new reality of onerous PPE requirements, in-
fated costs, and fearful patients, I was so proud of my 
team for working together to fnish 2020 on a high note. 
Now that I have been certifed to administer the COVID-19 
vaccines, I look forward to helping my community emerge 
from this public health crisis at mass vaccination events 
in my county. It has also been a challenge to stay in touch 
with my kids while seeing them less because of COVID. 
Keeping connected to my families—home and work, 
friends and colleagues—is what keeps me going.” 

Amy Norr writes to tell us of the COVID-related death 
of her Cornell freshman roommate, Jill Schosberg Stol-
ler. Her obituary and a picture can be found at: https:// 
www.legacy.com/obituaries/northjersey/obituary.as 
px?pid=197208237. Jill died unexpectedly on November 
29; she had contracted COVID earlier in the year and 
was suffering from post-viral psychological complications. 

Survivors include her mother, Jane, brother Richard 
Schosberg ’84, husband Tim Stoller ’78, daughter 
Jenna Stoller ’12 and son-in-law Sean, son Travis, and 
grandson Bryce. Amy says that Jill’s time at Cornell was 
one of the highlights of her life. Her passion for learning 
guided her to a major in biological sciences and later a 
career in medicine. She met Tim while doing honors 
thesis research on kidney function in garter snakes for 
Dr. Klaus Beyenbach of the Vet college. Jill was also an 
active member of Pi Beta Phi sorority. She graduated 

with distinction in 1982, and she and Tim were married 
the following summer. Jill’s years of speaking glowingly 
of her time at Cornell, making family trips to Ithaca, and 
attending Cornell Reunions sold Jenna on Cornell, where 
she majored in Biology and Society and, like her mother, 
was a member of Pi Beta Phi. Jenna also pitched for the 
Cornell varsity softball team for four years, and Amy says 
that one of the true joys of Jill’s life was traveling with a 
group of other parents, many of whom became lifelong 
friends, to watch her daughter play for her alma mater. 

After Cornell, Jill earned an MD and had a successful 
career as a pediatrician and medical administrator in 
northern New Jersey. In her never-ending pursuit of help-
ing those in need, she traveled to Ghana in 2008 and 
2009 for two medical missions, where she served as the 
medical director of a local nonproft humanitarian organi-
zation. One of her passions was working to empower 
women in the medical community and beyond. As the 
chairperson of the Section on Administration and Practice 
Management for the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
Jill inspired female pediatricians across the country to 
break down barriers in this historically male-dominated 
feld and run their own practices. As a breast cancer sur-
vivor, Jill served those affected by hereditary breast and 
ovarian cancer as an active member of the nonproft 
Facing Our Risk of Cancer Empowered (FORCE). Her tire-
less advocacy for women’s rights and her strong political 
convictions led her to organize a trip for local women to 
attend the 2017 Women’s March in D.C. In recent years, 
Jill discovered a love for dog training, spending many 
weekends at competitions with her dog Tia. 

In an effort to perpetuate Jill’s lifelong mission to 
improve the lives of others, an endowment has been 
established in her name with the Cornell Biology Scholars 
Program (BSP), which supports underrepresented under-
graduate students who are primarily interested in pur-
suing advanced degrees in science and medicine. The 
program enhances the experiences of BSP students in the 
biological sciences major by providing academic support 
in gateway courses, seminars, engagement with faculty, 
exposure to undergraduate research, teambuilding and 
leadership development, and fnancial support to attend 

conferences. Donations can be made at www.giving. 
cornell.edu or via check to Cornell University, Box 37334, 
Boone, IA 50037-0334 (note on your gift that it is for the 
“Jill Schosberg Stoller ’82 Biology Scholars Program 
Endowment”). A longer version of Amy’s remembrance 
was posted at our class Facebook page on February 15 
with a link that allows a direct contribution to the fund. 

Co-president Greg Busby posted on our class Face-
book page on February 8 a photo of an introductory note 
of thanks from our current Class of ’82 scholarship recip-
ient, Jay Hee Kim ’24. Thanks to all of your donations 
and the reinvestment of the principal, this scholarship has 
become a real aid, currently paying out over $6,000 per 
year. Students are chosen by the university and receive 
the scholarship for all four years of undergraduate study. 
The college rotates alphabetically with each new recipient, 
starting years ago in the Ag college. Our previous scholar 
was in the Hotel school, and Jay Hee Kim is in Human 
Ecology. Our two other endowments are to the library, 
where we purchase Spanish language books (over 
$1,500 this year), and, of course, maintaining Wee Stinky 
Glen (over $3,600). This is why we continue to give to 
and through our class. Thank you all for your support! 
We welcome your news (https://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
class-notes/). v Mark Fernau, mef29@cornell.edu; 
Nina Kondo, nmk22@cornell.edu; Doug Skalka, 
dskalka@npmlaw.com. 

83 By the time you read this, it will be late spring. 
Hopefully our lives will have returned to some 

sense of normalcy, and we can eat in restaurants, see 
live theater/music, and hug our family members and 
friends with signifcantly less risk of catching COVID. 
In that spirit, I want to wish all of you and your families 
continued health and safety as we continue to battle 
the pandemic. 

Props to my U-Hall 4 freshman-year dormmate Emily 
Roth for sharing the following news about several of our 
classmates: “Karen Breslow lives in Los Angeles with 
her husband and son. For most of her career she worked 
as an attorney in the entertainment industry, but for the 
past 15 years she has volunteered her legal services, and 
currently is doing work in the areas of foster care and 
education. Lucretia Gonshak Ryan is working at IBM and 
digging herself out of all the snow in Westchester, NY. 
Son Jake was recently married and lives close by. Marla 
Hershbain Shalit manages enterprise account clients 
for a national architectural design frm. She lives with her 
husband in Morris County, NJ. Their three children reside 
in San Francisco, New York City, and Hoboken, NJ. Prior-
ities in her life are spending time with family and getting 
to the beach.Amy Moses lives in Manhattan and is keep-
ing busy running Ballooning Nest Eggs, her investment 
gifting startup. As for me, Chicago has been my home 
for the last 22 years. I have a Master of Architecture 
degree from Columbia, and my career has spanned de-
signing and building international infrastructure projects 
to the architectural restoration of Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
Unity Temple.” 

Sticking with the U-Hall 4 theme, Carolyn White 
McGhee writes that she and husband Tim ’84 “have been 
living in Summit, NJ, for the past 29 years and fnally 
became empty nesters this past fall. Fortunately, our 
twins, Sarah and Tom, are close by and for the most part 

mailto:dskalka@npmlaw.com
mailto:nmk22@cornell.edu
mailto:mef29@cornell.edu
https://alumni.cornell.edu
https://cornell.edu
www.giving
www.legacy.com/obituaries/northjersey/obituary.as
http://alumni.cornell
https://comcast.net
mailto:scbarre@aol.com
mailto:TanisMBell@gmail.com
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were able to live on their college campuses.We both work 
from home, so the quarantine hasn’t really changed our 
lives too much—a lot more Netfix and dog walks, and I 
had no idea my TV had so many yoga classes! We dis-
covered Zoom for keeping in touch, and I hope that stays 
as a new habit. One silver lining has been to visit near-
empty NYC museums with Leone Young, MBA ’84, this 
past year. We miss traveling, going to the movies, and 
seeing friends but feel so lucky in many ways. Happy 
60th birthday to everyone in our class!” 

Ira and Sari Glass Langstein checked in from Rye 
Brooke, NY. Sari is still working remotely for IBM and Ira 
is practicing dentistry full time in White Plains, teaching 
dental implants remotely in various seminars, and collab-
orating on music recordings remotely with many friends. 
Their son, Joel ’20, BS ’19, graduated from CALS and 
is an assistant producer for a major network, and their 
daughter, Samantha, has trained in UX design and is 
working toward a career in that feld. Katherine Dudak 
Schultz gave the following update: “I retired from the NYS 
Dept. of Information Services after 35 years. My husband 
and I immediately moved to eastern North Carolina to live 
next to our daughter and her family. It came in very handy 
during the COVID school remote learning craziness. I 
really enjoy the country and the relaxed life of retirement. 
Our son signed with the Seattle Mariners organization 
this year, so we are hoping to travel and see him play.” 

Former Big Red polo player Duncan Huyler reports 
that he “married Erica Nichols ’82, who was a top rider 
on the equestrian team. Our 38th anniversary is this year. 
We have three boys: Garrett ’09, Connor ’11, and Peter, 
who sadly died of leukemia in 1994 at the age of 2. 
Garrett was an All-American and three-time Heptagonals 
champion high jumper. Erica and I are living in Aiken, SC. 
Go Big Red!” Jonathan Hubchen lives in Baton Rouge, 
LA, and has been working at home since the COVID 
lockdown. He works for LSU and is currently teaching an 
online course on selected aspects of international agri-
cultural development. Jonathan also enjoys taking care 
of his stepdaughter’s son, Riviers (prospective ’41!). 

Fellow class correspondent Stewart Glickman con-
tinues to practice pediatrics in Millburn, NJ. His wife, 
Sarah, is CFO of Paris-based ad tech company Criteo. 
They write, “Four kids keep life interesting. Daniel is 
fnishing junior year at U. of Michigan, busy with KOA 
professional fraternity and ATO, and fortunate to be 
interning at JPMorgan Chase this summer. Rachel, also 
at Michigan, was moved three times from her dorm 
freshman year due to COVID, pledged SDT, and looks 
forward to being a counselor at Camp Walden in Maine. 
Ben continues at Newark Academy, entering 11th grade 
and the IB program, enjoying school theater, and miss-
ing Broadway. Jake, also at NA, is a passionate youth 
hockey player—lucky to have trained last fall with former 
Cornell co-captain Alex Rauter ’18.” 

Lastly, as some of you may know, Matt Palumbo is 
currently president of the Cornell Asian Alumni Association 
(CAAA), representing Cornell’s 30,000 self-reported 
alumni of Asian heritage. CAAA’s frst annual virtual Pan-
Asian Celebration took place in February with almost 600 
attendees. Between donations and a silent auction, the 
association raised over $60,000 for its Cornell Tradition 
fellowships and scholarship. The participants covered 
eight decades of Cornellians, from the Class of 1953 

(at least) to current students, and spanned the Atlantic 
and Pacifc oceans. Matt wants to thank all our class-
mates who worked so hard to help make this event 
successful—especially Susan Wasserman Guerin, who 
created and shipped 132 stir-fry bundles, at cost, to 
the virtual partygoers. 

Any news you would like to share? Please send an e-
mail to me,Tom Helf, or any of our other class correspon-
dents so that we can include your news in future columns. 
You may also post news at http://www.alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/, or on our class Facebook page. Best 
wishes to all. v Tom Helf, tomhelf@aol.com; Jon Felice, 
jbfelice@jbfelice.com; Kim Todt, krt5@cornell.edu; and 
Stewart Glickman, stewartglickman@gmail.com. 

84 Another spring has come, and summer will 
soon make its presence felt. Wow! Can you 

believe it’s been almost two years since our 35th Re-
union? We still have excellent memories of that June. 
Now, we turn to our news. 

David Horne (evh2020@gmail.com) writes that his 
daily life has changed from working hard downtown to 
spending more time at home playing games with his 
three kids. He spends a lot of time practicing his putting 
in the living room, which brings him joy. Mocha and Cow, 
his pets, continue to relish life as he often feeds them 
the vegetables that he hides in his pockets. He enjoys 
keeping up with fellow classmates Jay and Sac as well 
as Rich Booth ’82. He tries not to lose too much money 
to them wagering on sports and Nassaus on the golf 
course. Fortunately, he put some winnings into Bitcoin 
a few years ago and that has worked out well. Ahh, life 
in the 21st century during a pandemic! 

Robert Feinberg (bobfeinberg615@gmail.com), 
the tenth member of his family to have attended Cornell, 
shared news of his legacy family. His father, Bill Fein-
berg ’49, graduated from A&S and his older brother, 
Michael Feinberg ’79, from Ag. Robert’s brother was 
featured in a recent article from Commonweal Magazine: 
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/bundist-rabbi. 
In the article, Michael talks about his time at Cornell and 
the infuence their father had on him. A true testament 
to the amazing impact that Cornell has on students and 
families! Go Red! 

Rather than logging countless air miles, Terri Port 
(tjp1984@gmail.com) has been logging lots of Zoom 
hours for the past year. She did manage a trip to the 
Philadelphia area in the fall to visit her son, Harry Port 
McClellan, who is getting a master’s in fnance at Villa-
nova. While there, she got together with Christine Miller 
Whaley, MBA ’89, and her family. In December, Joan 
Guilfoyle called with the happy news that her son, 
Christopher Stewart, will be joining the Cornell Class of 
2025 in the College of Engineering! Blessed to have a 
job that has gone totally remote, Terri and her husband, 
Steve, decided to follow the State of Hawaii protocols 
to go work remotely from Maui for two weeks in January. 
Doing 4:30 a.m. calls with the East Coast is so much 
easier when you know your workday is done at 1:00 p.m. 
and you can head to the beach! 

Our class president, John Toohey (jrt67@cornell.edu), 
shared that our class held its frst virtual get-together in 
early February and it was a great success! He praised 
Amy Brown Fraser and Kathy Dodd-O’Brien, our class 

membership committee co-chairs, for putting together 
a great program that reconnected lots of classmates. 
We had about 20 minutes of a cappella Cornell-themed 
music performances, followed by a series of lively and 
engaging breakout rooms. Over 100 classmates regis-
tered, with many staying well beyond the allotted time 
in what might be called an “afterparty.” We hope to have 
more online meetings soon, as well as regional face-to-
face gatherings once the pandemic is over. 

And thus, we continue being proud Cornellians all over 
the world. We want to hear international news! Those 
updates and stories would be a fantastic addition to our 
column. News that applies to any Cornell event (regional, 
national, or international) is always welcome! As always, 
you can write to v José Nieves, jmn12@cornell.edu. 

85 As I write this column, it is March. Georgia is 
grim with gray skies and too much rain these 

days. I am hoping, this month, to be able to get to Florida 
to see my mother. It’s been fve and a half months. I do 
feel like we are on the road to recovery, but there has 
been far too much loss. I hope this column fnds you and 
your families well—physically, emotionally, and fnancially. 
Times are hard for so many. But we as Cornellians will 
forge forward! We will recover, rebound, and reunite! This 
year’s in-person Reunion has been canceled as well, but 
it will be virtual if anyone would like to participate. Remain 
hopeful, though, that we will soon be able to visit campus 
with precautions, with vaccines, and with friends. 

Marybeth McConnell owns and operates a nation-
ally certifed woman-owned small business specializing 
in window flm (tinting, security, privacy, UV). She wears 
many hats—and has for many years—starting by taking 
over her husband’s business after he was in a horrifc car 
accident. She has grown the company over the last few 
years, but COVID has taken its toll and signifcantly im-
pacted both residential and commercial work. Despite 
that, Marybeth continues to run the business, care for 
her family (husband and two young sons), and work shifts 
as an operating room COVID relief nurse! (She has been 
a nurse for over 15 years!) 

Shaz Kahng, author of The Closer (“Ceiling Smashers: 
Book 1”), is a member of the Cornell University Council. 
She recently did a speech for Talks at Google entitled 
“The Superpowers of Ceiling Smashers”: https://www. 
youtube.com/watch?v=foKW0H9v4V0. The Closer is 
available on Amazon as well as Audible. 

I have checked the Class of 1985 Facebook page and 
found no new posts. The people I know from the Class 
of ’85 I am sure are still enjoying life, even though we 
are . . . a number of years out of college. Leslie Nydick, 
Maryellen Fisher Magee, Cindy Cowen Bowman, Jill 
Beckenstein Lerner, Margaret Vanasse, Sharon Tolpin 
Topper, Debbie Eisenstat DeRoche, Karen Magri, and 
I stay in touch via Zoom and Facebook, as well as Ginny 
Scarola, Sue Mould Engdahl, Tara Shuman Gonzalez, 
and the joker Andrew Meltzer. Recent additions of 
Adriane Simmons, Cathy Brucia Dettmer, Sue Fiero 
Colbert ’84, and Brigitte Siefringer Gouchoe ’84 have 
brought even more memories from Cornell weekends 
back! We are ALL hoping there will be another North Forty 
reunion this summer and we can manage to make it there! 

I know many of us have children that are in high school 
or in college or have graduated college, etc., and are 

https://www
mailto:jmn12@cornell.edu
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mailto:evh2020@gmail.com
mailto:stewartglickman@gmail.com
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35 YEARS! 

RETURN 
¢

RECONNECT 
¢

(Virtual)
REUNION 

JUNE 11-12, 2021 
Mark your calendars and bring your Big Red spirit. 

For more details, visit our class website: 
htp://classof86.alumni.cornell.edu 

dealing with the challenges of education or job hunting 
during a pandemic. I know we were truly fortunate to have 
had the experiences we did at Cornell: the education, the 
opportunities, and especially the memories and friend-
ships made. In my family, I am the only child that remains 
close with college friends and I truly cherish those friend-
ships. Please reach out to me with news, memories, 
Cornell friends with whom you want to reconnect, etc. 
Cornell was a special place for me. I hope it was for you 
as well. And it will be for us again. You can send news 
to me at: v Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett, cornett0667@ 
comcast.net. 

86 As I write this column from Dallas, TX, in mid-
February, the weather app on my iPhone tells 

me it is 4 degrees outside. The joke is on me because it’s 
8 degrees in my former hometown of Shaker Heights, OH. 
When we moved here four years ago, we never saw that 
one coming! The freezing temperatures and the accom-
panying rolling blackouts are the icing on the proverbial 
cake that has been an incredibly diffcult year for all of 
us. Our personal relationships seem to be the collective 
high spot we have had to hang onto as we manage through 
the many losses and create “new normals” during pan-
demic living. 

Ellen Nordberg checked in from her home in Denver, 
CO, and shared the following news of her Pi Phi sisters.“I 
don’t know if it was too much green beer on Saint Patrick’s 
Day at the Pi Phi house, but there are four of us with twins 

in the Class of ’86! Donna Thomas Choromanski has 
twin boys—one at Cornell and one at UCLA. (Both ended 
up joining Sigma Chi.) Donna has been teaching and 
tutoring in the L.A. area and volunteering for causes 
around racial inequality. Elsa Waymer Dempsey works 
in marketing technology sales and lives in Venice, FL. She 
has identical twin girls, one in law school and the other a 
tech recruiter. Amy Stanzin Mulvey has identical 24-year-
old twin boys who played lacrosse for Union College and 
are currently in law school and a graduate biomed engi-
neering program, respectively. Amy is currently hybrid 
teaching in the Falmouth, MA, schools. My identical twin 
boys are graduating high school this spring and planning 
to study mechanical engineering, likely in Colorado. We 
are fortunate to see good friends when we travel includ-
ing Leesa Storfer and her husband, Scott Sidman ’84, 
who live in Boston. Leesa makes gorgeous handcrafted 
jewelry with pet images at www.fureverlinked.com. Another 
highlight for our family the last few years has been going 
to the Beach of Dreams Ultimate Frisbee tournament in 
Santa Monica so the boys can play and we get to hang 
out with beloved Scott Frentrop! He does catering, 
photography, and fantastic holiday sculptures. I’m still 
freelance writing and I miss teaching my cycling for Par-
kinson’s classes!” You can check out Ellen’s writing at: 
www.ellennordberg.com. 

I recently heard from Mimi Wohabe Boublik (during 
a COVID-inspired Kappa Zoom catch-up call). She lives 
in New York, NY, and is involved in several great causes 

that keep her very busy. She is the board president of 
Jericho Project, a holistic program seeking to help New 
Yorkers facing homelessness, co-chair of the advisory 
board for Columbia Business School’s Tamer Center for 
Social Enterprise, and board president and director of 
education at Parents Against Vaping e-cigs (PAVe). A 
collective thanks for all of Mimi’s work! 

Karen White Hadley writes from her home in Fernan-
dina Beach, FL, that she did a “backwards retirement.” 
After decades in New Jersey raising kids and working, 
she “retired” and moved to Florida with her husband, 
Jeff. After settling into their new home, she took a job 
as director of strategic initiatives for the Amelia Island 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, thus ending her retire-
ment. Karen is encouraging classmates to visit her on 
Amelia Island, and she swears it isn’t just because her 
job requires her to invite us! 

Jeremy Korman writes with news from his home in 
Brentwood, CA. “Ann (Rosen) ’89 andI are doing welland 
staying healthy. My medical practice is a bit challenging 
due to COVID. I am enjoying being able to connect with 
patients virtually, including via Zoom, but now surgeries 
are shut down again. First it was March and April of last 
year, and now early December to present, so I have a bit 
more ‘forced’ free time. On the bright side, I am surfng 
a bit more than usual and had a wonderful road trip with 
the family and Babe, the Frenchie, to Zion and Bryce 
canyons last month. This week I did fve Cornell applicant 
interviews on Zoom—double the typical year. I think Cor-
nell has become very popular in L.A.! As for the rest of 
the family, Ann is doing great, designing jewelry under the 
brand ARK Fine Jewelry, and our daughter Paris ’19 is 
living in San Francisco and working for Google.” 

We sincerely hope that whatever challenges the past 
year has brought, you are fnding moments of joy and 
laughter. We hope to “see” all of you at our virtual 35th 
Reunion, June 11-12! v Lori Wagner, loriwagner86@ 
gmail.com; Michael Wagner, mwagner123@gmail.com; 
Toby Goldsmith, toby.goldsmith@gmail.com. Online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

87 Hello, classmates! This column starts much 
like the last one. We continue to mostly quar-

antine at home while connecting virtually with friends and 
family. I am hoping by the time this is published, we’ll be 
well on our way out of the woods of this pandemic. I’ve 
had a great opportunity to connect with many Cornellians 
from our class and across the university with online Cornell 
Global Mixers—basically Zoom cocktail parties that offer 
a social outlet and a healthy dose of networking. Among 
those participating in the most recent class mixer were 
Bill and Lois Fischer Black, Brian Powell, Cyndi 
Steiner, Tom and Maria Sileno DeLoughry, Jessica 
Marcus, Dan Dubelman, Lisa Katz Goland, and Young-
joon Kim, MS ’88 (who participated from Korea), in 
addition to many of our class offcers. 

Rana Glasgal, ME ’92, shared that Cathy Creighton, 
who has served multiple roles with the ILR school’s Buf-
falo Co-Lab for more than a decade, has become its 
director. For eight years, Cathy taught classes to workers 
interested in becoming union representatives through 
the ILR Extension’s Labor Studies Program. She has also 
been involved with the ILR’s High Road Fellowships 
program. Meagan McMahan O’Connor’s son Drew made 

http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
mailto:toby.goldsmith@gmail.com
mailto:mwagner123@gmail.com
https://gmail.com
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www.fureverlinked.com
https://comcast.net
http://classof86.alumni.cornell.edu
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his NHL debut this winter for the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
In his frst game, he had 11 minutes of ice time—including 
5-on-5, power play, and penalty kill time—and recorded 
an assist and an interview in the second intermission. 

Debra Howard Stern’s daughter Veronica (a senior 
musical theatre major at the Cincinnati Conservatory of 
Music) recently made her debut singing “Somewhere” 
from West Side Story with the Cincinnati Pops Orchestra 
in their frst concert since they were shut down in March 
2020. The event was live-streamed, which allowed the 
family to enjoy it from the comfort of home. It’s nice to 
see the possibility of the return to live performance and 
theater. And speaking of theater, Jen Maisel’s play Eight 
Nights received nine Ovation Award nominations, includ-
ing Best Production of a Play (Intimate Theatre) and Play-
writing for an Original Play. 

Mark and Lori Rothstein Frucht ’90 have twins, 
Matthew and Samantha, who are both Class of 2021 
seniors in Cornell CALS. Mark writes, “They are fnishing 
up a very strange senior year, even with Cornell managing 
the pandemic very well. I am the chief fnancial offcer 
at Bank Hapoalim’s US operations based in Manhattan, 
although I’ve been working remotely for a long time now. 
Bank Hapoalim is based in TelAviv, Israel, and I have spent 
most of my career working in foreign banks based in NYC. 
Lori and I have become much more engaged with Cornell 
given our children’s enrollment the past four years— 
although in fairness to Lori, she spent years participat-
ing in the prospective student interviews. Glad to be 
reacquainted with a number of my Cornell friends these 
past few years and meeting more fellow alumni through 
the recent Cornell Global Mixers.”Congratulations to John 
Phelan,who was recently promoted to vice president and 
general counsel of Glycon Corp. He was formerly general 
manager and corporate counsel. Glycon is a leading man-
ufacturer of feedscrews and related components for 
plastics processing machinery. 

Lastly, it is my sad duty to report that this column is 
appearing in the fnal edition of Cornell Alumni Magazine. 
However, we will continue to collect and share your news 
in a digital way (with a print option available if you’d like 
to subscribe), so please be sure to continue to send us 
your news via a news form or by e-mailing any of us at the 
following: v Whitney Weinstein Goodman, wwg5@ 
cornell.edu; Liz Brown, etb29@cornell.edu; or Lisa 
Griffin, lag77@cornell.edu. 

88 Hello, Class of ’88! Lynn Berni here, check-
ing in with the latest installment of classmate 

updates. 
Justin Milberg is living in New York City and man-

ages an investment fund focused on the hydrogen sector. 
His son is a freshman in college and his daughter is a 
junior in high school. Justin added,“Keeping in touch with 
other ’88s over Zoom, including Lauren Ezrol Klein and 
Nona Weiner Ullman, has provided a welcome respite 
during quarantine!” Christopher William Mahne just 
fnished writing a book and would like to share his story 
with our alumni network. Take a look at https://www.cw 
binge.com/. This in from Jennifer Krasnoff: “As a busy 
private practice dermatologist, I proudly turned entre-
preneur, launching a sun protective sleeve line last year: 
www.drjensuvrx.com. Thrilled to be launching my son to 
Cornell, Arts & Sciences Class of ’25! One COVID silver 

lining has been reconnecting with Cornell ’88 classmates!” 
Here’s what Traci Nagle has been up to: “After start-

ing grad school in 2006, and earning two MAs along the 
way, I defended my dissertation and earned a PhD in 
linguistics from Indiana U. in July 2020. Quite a switch 
from my undergrad degree in Russian Studies, but it 
seems prescient now that I took a single linguistics course 
way back when at Cornell—who would’ve predicted it 
would lead to this? I’ve taught at IU Bloomington for 
the past two years and have been volunteering for Kap-
pa Alpha Theta at Cornell for the past seven years. Not 
sure whether teaching undergraduates or trying to 
manage their housing from afar during a pandemic is 
the greater challenge. My family and I spent Thanks-
giving 2020 at a house on Cayuga Lake but got to see 
exactly no one because of New York’s quarantine regu-
lations.” Traci is regularly in touch with Suzanne Bors 
Andrews, Diane Miller, Julie Ericson ’87, Alice Alonge 
Kenniff ’90, MS ’91, Julie Bell Johnson ’90, Alison 
Norton-Nelson ’89, and Larry Goldman. “Facebook 
keeps me in touch more loosely with many more class-
mates,” she said. “What a blessing that is when we 
cannot travel or meet in person!” 

Smoke Wallin pivoted after spending 25-plus years 
in the beverage and alcohol industry building brands and 
distribution when he decided to invest in the cannabis 
and hemp industry in late 2017. He now runs Vertical 
Wellness and is launching a number of mainstream con-
sumer brands utilizing cannabis including Kathy Ireland 
Health and Wellness CBD Solutions. Watch his recent 
Yahoo Finance interview with Kathy: https://vimeo.com/ 
506588016. Geetanjali Akerkar, MD ’93, and Russ 
Ruthen are thrilled to welcome their son Avi to the Cornell 
community in the Arts Class of 2025! They have enjoyed 
the Class of ’88 mixers and are looking forward to being 
on campus in August. 

Kimberly Brockett shared an update on her four 
American Mammoth Jackstock donkeys, a heritage breed 
originally developed by George Washington. One of Kim-
berly’s donkeys will be featured on a USPS postage stamp 
included in the Heritage Breed set to be issued in May. 
And two of her donkeys were included in a book released 
last fall called On the Farm: Heritage and Heralded Animal 
Breeds in Portraits and Stories. “Historically, the primary 
function of American Mammoth Jackstock was to produce 
draft and riding mules,” Kimberly noted. “Today, they are 
just as likely to be used in recreation. The Livestock Con-
servancy lists the breed as ‘critical,’ with fewer than 200 
annual registrations in the US and an estimated global 
population of fewer than 2,000.” 

Please get in touch and let us know how you’re doing. 
Big news, small news, we want to hear it all. You can share 
your updates at https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/ 
or send any of us an e-mail. Thanks!vLynn Berni, smarty 
mc66-cornell@yahoo.com; Debbie Kaplan Gershenson, 
dkgershe@gmail.com; Aliza Stein Angelchik, aangelchik 
@sonorusbrand.com. 

89 Who hasn’t rocked out to hip hop music? Road 
trips, study breaks, picnics, and parties improve 

with terrifc tunes. For 30 years, our classmate Michael 
Seltzer’s long career in entertainment law brought music 
to us by building creative, strong legal structures beneath 
the stanzas. Now fresh from sunny Santa Monica, CA 

(“fresh” in February at least, when I am putting this to 
paper in blustery Buffalo) arrives news that the Universal 
Music Group elevated Michael to executive vice president 
of business and legal affairs and head of all commercial 
transactions. A February 10 article at Billboard.com de-
tails that “his promotion comes as UMG continues its 
expansion into new elements” with forays into music-
oriented hotel partnerships, a product development and 
app pairing with LEGO, and a wide-ranging partnership 
with Tik-Tok. “A veteran music industry attorney,” says 
UMG’s general counsel and executive vice president of 
business and legal affairs, Michael will lead a team of 15 
attorneys and oversee all commercial transactions. After 
he graduated with us in 1989, earning a BA in Dramatic 
Literature, Michael earned his law degree from Benjamin 
N. Cardozo School of Law at Yeshiva U. Currently, he 
serves the communities of both alma maters on various 
boards, including Cornell’s media advisory board. Con-
gratulations to Michael! 

Reconnecting with Cornell friends via Zoom, FaceTime, 
letters, and even a regular phone call gave my husband, 
Michael McGarry, and me many bright spots during the 
long months we have spent at home. We loved catching 
up with our buddy Scott Carlson, who is now an attorney 
in Texas, and also with another Texan and a Sigma Chi 
brother S. Scott Florence ’88. He stayed in the “Hotelie” 
world and is now busy bringing fantastic food to folks in 
the Midwest via businesses like his Mama Bosso’s Pizza. 
We regularly chat with Charles “Chuck” Wimbley and 
hope to reschedule our postponed visit. Some of the 
other special friends with whom we madea COVID-chapter 
connection ranged from recent graduate of CALS David 
Ludwig ’19, who is enjoying life in California now, to our 
Buffalo-born friend from class offcer service Shannon 
Gallivan Bol, and from Baker halls residence life days, 
Donna Teebagy Anderson. 

Our Cornell memories fuel us when we need a bit of 
nostalgia from our time on campus. Beautiful sunsets 
over Cayuga Lake viewed through bleary, weary eyes. 
Lingering and laughing over a meal with friends before 
stealing off to a favorite study place. Most of the sweet 
memories from the Hill for me have in them the familiar 
face of Alisa Schmitz Evans. I met her through a guy from 
West Campus, my now husband, Michael. They met walk-
ing to class from their adjacent dorms in the Baker halls 
and then sat next to one another. It was the frst day of an 
Ecology class in their shared major of Natural Resources. 
Alisa hailed from San Antonio, TX; perpetually warm with 
a deep drawl, Michael permanently dubbed her “Tex.” 
She dreamed of being a veterinarian. All of that changed, 
however, when the professor brought out a deer carcass 
for teaching purposes; repulsed, Alisa began the process 
of transferring to my part of campus, the College of Human 
Ecology, and graduated with a BS in Textile and Apparel 
Management. The three of us became fast friends. Like 
so many Cornellians, Alisa also loved learning and she 
completed many courses of study, earning master’s 
degrees in international business and divinity, as well 
as certifcation for teaching adults the English language. 
Tex learned German at Cornell and spent her junior year 
abroad in Regensburg, Germany. She even few home for 
three days from that study abroad year to be our maid 
of honor! Alisa globe-trotted throughout our friendship 
while sadly we were primarily tethered stateside because 

https://Billboard.com
https://sonorusbrand.com
mailto:dkgershe@gmail.com
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https://binge.com
https://www.cw
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of my health. She relished living on the German foor of 
the Int’l Language House for her senior year. It was not far 
from where we lived at Sigma Delta Tau as house parents, 
so we shared meals regularly. Our conversation often cen-
tered on our common faith, and we loved to grapple with 
theological issues together. Her career focused on her 
passion to help others. For many years Alisa worked for 
the international nonproft Food for the Hungry and then 
fulflled her dream by leading Alive at Last Hope, a Chris-
tian ministry helping individuals escaping human traffck-
ing. Growing and leading that organization brought her 
great joy and purpose. Sadly, we know that 2020 had 
many cruel corners, and my heart is not yet reconciled 
to this: hers was a brief battle with brain cancer last fall, 
which encapsulated little more than a handful of weeks. 
Alisa died on October 10, 2020 at home in Texas, sur-
rounded by her mom, sister, and dear husband of fve 
years, Lewis. 

As this is the fnal issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine 
before we move to a digital-frst media hub, it seemed 
ftting to close out with a remembrance of this beloved 
Cornell friend. Please continue to share your news with 
us, your class correspondents, and enjoy the new hub to 
stay connected with Cornell. v Lauren Kidder McGarry, 
laurenkiddermcgarry@gmail.com; Stephanie Bloom 
Avidon, savidon1@hotmail.com; Kris Borovicka Gerig, 
kgerig@columbus.rr.com; Anne Czaplinski Treadwell, 
ac98@cornell.edu. 

90 Even after almost 31 years, I can still recall the 
Monday after graduation. I had been up all 

night doing last minute packing and cried the entire drive 
to the Syracuse airport, telling my poor mom in between 
sobs that I would never see my classmates again. To add 
insult to injury, we missed our fight and had to spend 
the night at the airport to catch the next fight back to 
Los Angeles. The unknown future was daunting, and it 
was so very hard to say goodbye to Cornell. I was glad 
of my decision to become an alumni class offcer, be-
cause it was my way of staying connected, despite the 
geographic distance. 

I’ve lost track of the number of class columns I have 
written over the years. It has given me great joy to get to 
“know” some of you whom I never had a class with, and 
yet feel close to, thanks to all the news you have shared 
since graduation. 

Thanks to the miracle of technology, Ithaca and Cornell 
are just a click away, which is my roundabout way of say-
ing that although this is the last issue of Cornell Alumni 
Magazine, there’s no need to despair, because the Class 
Notes section will still be around. As of press time, the 
university has not announced what the new media hub 
will be like, or how often the Class Notes will be printed, 
but rest assured you will at least have one to look for-
ward to reading in July! 

Speaking of technology, I had the privilege of leading 
a Q&A with chef Ming Tsai, MPS ’89, who was the 
honoree of the Cornell Asian Alumni Assn. (CAAA) Pan-
Asian Celebration. In case you missed it, you can watch 
it at: http://bit.ly/CAAA2021PanAsianCelebration. I’m 
looking forward to co-chairing the CAAA Reunion in June, 
as my Chi Omega sister Anne Chow ’88, ME ’89, MBA 
’90, will share how she went from Cornellian to CEO of 
AT&T in a keynote address. 

Some wonderful news came from my U-Hall 4 buddy 
Andy Bednar at the start of 2021. The former Big Red 
football kicker and pitcher is the proud papa of David 
Bednar, who was traded from the San Diego Padres to 
his hometown team, the Pittsburgh Pirates.Andy’s young-
er son, Will, is also a star pitcher, although his collegiate 
career has been hampered by the continuing pandemic 
and the cancellation of the baseball season. 

Another U-Hall4 resident is Brad Herzog, former Daily 
Sun writer and frequent contributor to Cornell Alumni 
Magazine. Brad has been doing virtual book talks with 
Cornell clubs all over the US about his latest book, Detour 
2020: A Cross-Country Drive Through America’s Wrong 
Turns (Why Not Books, December 2020). Leading up to 
the most consequential presidential election in memory, 
America had reached an infection point, and Brad de-
cided to chronicle the unprecedented moment in realtime 
in a sputtering camper, which served as a metaphor for 
a struggling country. Brad has written more than 50 books, 
including States of Mind, which was featured on “Oprah” 
and the “Today” show and reached the top of the Amazon 
bestseller list. He lives on California’s Monterey Peninsula. 

Dedrone, the market leader in airspace security, ap-
pointed classmate Mary-Lou Smulders as chief market-
ing offcer (CMO) in December. She will lead Dedrone’s 
global marketing and communications team. Prior to 
joining the company, Mary-Lou served as CMO at fnancial 
technology company 9th Gear Technologies as well as at 
crisis communication systems leader AtHoc, growing the 
brand and supporting their acquisition by security soft-
ware and services provider BlackBerry in 2015. During 
her 20-year career in enterprise software, she also served 
as senior vice president of global applications and ser-
vices marketing for Oracle Corp. and advised on strategic 
transformation initiatives at Booz & Co. Early in her career, 
she was an engineer on multiple oil rigs for ExxonMobil 
and Shell Oil. v Rose Tanasugarn, nt28@cornell.edu; 
Allan Rousselle, agr2@cornell.edu. Online news form, 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

91 It’s our Reunion year! On June 11-12, we will 
be celebrating 30 years. Can you believe it?! 

By now, you have probably heard that we will be 
meeting ONLY virtually this time around. Even though we 
will not be able to connect in person (and we have broken 
records for attendance), chances are we will be able to 
gather even more classmates to connect virtually. We are 
in the process of planning Reunion, and it has been de-
cided by the class offcers to have multiple events from 
April through September 2021. To fnd out information 
about Reunion and other events, please go to cornell 
classof1991.com. The website contains a bevy of infor-
mation, such as previous Reunions,“Missing Classmates,” 
class offcers, giving, and much more. Pop on over and 
check it out. 

Here’s a bit of news that came across my desk recent-
ly. Not sure if you know this, but Cornell Summer College, 
now more than 60 years old, is one of the longest running 
and most prestigious precollege programs of its kind,with 
1,300 talented high school students attending in 2020. 
It offers high school students the chance to earn credit 
and prepare for college while taking regular Cornell class-
es with top university faculty members. See precollege. 
cornell.edu for more info. 

Here is a list of our classmates’ children who attended 
last summer: Camille Beck-Belaman, daughter of Cecile 
Belaman and Axel Beck and sister of Claire Beck-
Belaman ’23 (A&S); Hayley Buckman, daughter of Art 
and Amy Kurzman Buckman; Sabrina Hammond,daugh-
ter of Edward and Carmela Leung Hammond, MBA 
’97; Aidan Larish, son of Susanna Suh and James Larish; 
Sloan Steinlauf, daughter of Joanne Ceraso and John 
Steinlauf; Emily Stoller, daughter of Gregory and Arlene 
Stoller and sister of Bradley Stoller ’23; and Alexander 
Wu, son of Howard and Cynthia Samala Wu. 

Looking forward to seeing you at Reunion! If you have 
news to share, please fll out the online news form (http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes) or contact any of us 
directly at: v J. Tim Vanini, lavanooche@icloud.com; 
Wendy Milks Coburn, wmilkscoburn@me.com; Lori 
Woodring, lori.woodring@yahoo.com; or Joe Mar-
raccino, Joe.Marraccino@wfafnet.com. 

92 Hi, classmates! Class news was hard to fnd for 
this deadline. As someone commented, “Who 

has news? We’re all at home in a pandemic!” So a while 
back I profled classmates who currently have students 
at Cornell. This time I am featuring classmates who work 
for Cornell! Please enjoy the Q&A! 

Jeannine Polito Centanni has been an enrollment 
counselor at eCornell for the past two years. Did you know 
that Cornell alumni get a 25 percent discount on most 
eCornell programs? 

Please describe your job responsibilities. 
JPC: eCornell is the online professional development 

platform of Cornell, and we offer more than 100 programs 
for continued professional education in a variety of 
areas such as marketing, technology, data science, and 
hospitality (among others). I enjoy working with profes-
sionals who want to fll specifc skill gaps in their devel-
opment, assisting them in fnding the right program to 
meet their needs. 

What makes working for Cornell as an alum special? 
JPC: I love being able to share Cornell with people 

all over the world and give them the opportunity to learn 
from our amazing faculty. Because I am an alum, part 
of my responsibilities includes training new hires about 
Cornell facts and what makes us unique, which gives me 
an ongoing connection to campus since I work remotely 
from North Carolina. 

What makes working for Cornell as an alum challenging? 
JPC: Everyone has days when they are frustrated at 

work, and that presents a unique challenge when you are 
working for a place that you love so much. I have to make 
a special effort to keep my occasional frustrations sep-
arate from my positive feelings/memories. 

Kirsten Johnston Barker also works for Cornell re-
motely from North Carolina! She is the program director 
for the Bank of America Inst. for Women’s Entrepre-
neurship at Cornell. 

When did you start working there? 
KJB: I’ve been in this role since July 2018, but it isn’t 

my frst time being professionally tied to Cornell. I’ve 
worked with Deborah Streeter (professor emerita from 
Dyson) in a variety of capacities for almost 20 years— 
including launching a startup that we spun out of Cornell 
back in 2008. When Bank of America decided to provide 
a gift to create this institute, Deb was brought on as the 

mailto:Joe.Marraccino@wfafinet.com
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faculty director to develop the entrepreneurship cur-
riculum, and she asked me to consider the program 
director role. 

Please describe your job responsibilities. 
KJB: The program director oversees the operations of 

the institute. We began in 2018 with the goal of provid-
ing a free 12-week online entrepreneurship certifcate, 
via the eCornell platform, to 5,000 women; we actually 
accept students of any gender identity, but our curriculum 
does discuss specifc challenges that women may face 
as entrepreneurs. We went viral and experienced huge 
demand—and now, thanks to additional funding from 
BofA, we are providing this program for free to 50,000 
women over the next few years. (That is more than three 
times the number of undergrads at Cornell for those keep-
ing track!) 85 percent of our students self-identify as 
women of color and we are translating the program into 
Spanish(Spanish version will go live in June2021). Beyond 
the online program, we also engage with the students 
during and after their participation in the program by 
offering free webinars and networking opportunities so 
they can continue to engage, learn about mentoring and 
funding opportunities, and connect with each other. It 
is a lot on my plate given the sheer scope of the program 
but is also one of the most rewarding professional ex-
periences I have ever had. 

What makes working for Cornell as an alum special? 
KJB: Providing free education to 50,000 entrepre-

neurs—the majority of whom are women—under the 
banner of Cornell means that we are working every day 
to bring Cornell’s “any person, any study” mission to 
life. I’m incredibly proud of the many Cornell groups— 
faculty from different colleges and multiple teams within 
eCornell as well as legal, communications, IT, and fnance 
support staff—that have all come together to deliver this 
unique program. 

What makes working for Cornell as an alum challenging? 
KJB: I live in and work from Chapel Hill, NC. In pre-

COVID times, I would travel to Ithaca for meetings and 
would have the chance to take my two sons, Weston ’21 
and Reid ’24, out to dinner. But as all alumni know, Ithaca 
is not always the easiest place to get to—especially in 
the winter! 

Jorge L. Colón, DVM ’95, is senior lecturer of fnancial 
and organizational management at the Cornell Center 
for Veterinary Business & Entrepreneurship, Cornell Uni-
versity College of Veterinary Medicine (CVM), and is affl-
iated faculty at the Dyson School of Applied Economics 
and Management. 

When did you start working there? 
JC: January 2020. I spent 25 years post veterinary 

graduation working as an equine ambulatory veterinarian 
in Lexington, KY. I obtained an MBA while practicing and 
developed some unique skills within the veterinary busi-
ness space that made me the perfect candidate foranew 
position at Cornell’s CVM.The chance to develop a second 
career, and to do so at Cornell, made the coming-back 
decision an easy one. 

Please describe your job responsibilities. 
JC: I am tasked with the development and implemen-

tation of veterinary business education into the veterinary 
curriculum in addition to the development of outreach/ 
executive veterinary business education for current vet-
erinary professionals. 

What makes working for Cornell as an alum special? 
JC: Being both a CALS and a DVM graduate, I bleed 

Cornell Red. Taking walks through campus and hearing 
the Clock Tower chimes go off still seems surreal. I am 
back at the place I called home for so many years half a 
lifetime ago, but I’m back not only as a faculty-alum, but 
also as a parent of a CALS ’24 student. The trifecta makes 
Cornell a full family affair that is indeed special. 

‘ We are working every day to bring 
Cornell’s “any person, any study” 
mission to life.’ 

K I R S T E N  J O H N S T O N  B A R K E R  ’ 9 2  

What makes working for Cornell as an alum challenging? 
JC: The name Cornell opened doors for me during my 

professional career because of the university’s academic 
reputation. It is a gigantic mental challenge to create a 
level of educational excellence that is even better than 
what I personally received. My position at the CVM does 
not exist at other veterinary universities. We are creating 
an educational curriculum that others will try to emulate, 
and the challenge is high to make it the best. As a double-
red, the challenge is even greater because it’s personal. 

Thanks to all of our classmates who work for Cornell. 
Everyone, stay well and take good care! Please send us 
your news! E-mail either of us or use the online form at 
http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes. v Jean 
Kintisch, jmk226@cornell.edu; Lois Duffy Castellano, 
LKD2@cornell.edu. 

93 Hey there, classmates. As I write this on Val-
entine’s Day with a lot of heart, I am pas-

sionately hoping that we are all embarking on a healthy 
chapter. This is a big issue—because of the pandemic, 
of course, and since this is the last edition of Cornell 
Alumni Magazine. So to highlight this, and to help inspire 
us forward from this unprecedented era, our own Jon 
Gordon is here to bring us into a ’93 inspirational hud-
dle! From our humble Cornell beginnings in good ol’ North 
Campus Low Rise 6 to best-selling author and keynote 
speaker, here’s Jon: 

“Class of ’93! We’ve been through challenges in our 
lives, but we’ve never been through anything like this. 
These times are so unprecedented that we’ve said the 
word unprecedented an unprecedented amount of times. 
Just as we couldn’t have predicted what 2020 would 
bring, we certainly can’t predict what the future holds. 
But we can decide how we will respond to adversity and 
how we will approach tomorrow. 

“E + P = O is a formula I share in my books and 
leadership training. E is the events in our lives, P repre-
sents our positive response, and O stands for outcome. 
We can’t control the events in our lives, but we can control 
our positive response based on a positive perspective, 
and this often determines the outcome we ultimately 
create. A positive perspective and response are more 

important now than ever. Please know this is not about 
Pollyanna positive or seeing the world through rose-
colored glasses. It is knowing that you have the power to 
overcome the thorns. A positive response does not mean 
you sugarcoat the situation. It means you don’t let nega-
tivity sour the rest of your life. You don’t ignore reality. 
Instead, you maintain optimism and faith to create a 
better reality. We do not want to look backward and think 

about what could have been had the virus not come our 
way. This is a recipe for depression and despair. The key 
is to fnd the lesson from the past and use it to move 
forward to create our future. 

“What did you learn? How did you adapt? What can 
you do to adapt and innovate right now? Personally, de-
spite many losses, I gained so much. Amid the division 
and disagreements, I found a greater understanding and 
unity. Surrounded by negativity, my voice and conviction 
about the need for positive leadership grew stronger. In 
the face of change, my team and I adapted and created 
a new online leadership training program. I did over 200 
virtual keynotes and talks in 2020 and learned new skills 
and a different way to connect with clients. With so much 
fear, I found a deeper faith. 

“The greatest lesson I learned, however, came from a 
former Navy SEAL named Chadd Wright, who I interviewed 
in April 2020 for my Positive University Podcast. He told 
me that most of the guys who are trying out to be a Navy 
SEAL don’t make it through ‘Hell Week’ because they 
are longing for it to be over and dreaming for it to end. 
He said the guys who do make it ‘just want to make it to 
breakfast.’ They are focusing on one moment, one day at 
a time. When he told me this, I realized the key to thriving 
through this time or any time of uncertainty is to not 
worry about tomorrow but to ‘Win Today!’ As you look to 
the future, I want to encourage you to Win Today! You can’t 
control tomorrow, but you can control your attitude and 
actions today. You can stay positive, learn, grow, adapt, 
improve yourself, and make the people around you bet-
ter. When you focus on Winning Today, your future is 
going to be much more positive. I do believe the best 
is still yet to come for us because we have Cornell grit 
and the power to overcome. If I can ever encourage you, 
fnd me online at JonGordon.com or @jongordon11 on 
Twitter/Instagram.” 

Thank you so much, Jon. Another enterprising class-
mate, Greg Dinkin, has co-written a book for executives, 
strategists, and entrepreneurs entitled Your Next Five 
Moves: Master the Art of Business Strategy (Simon & 
Schuster), which you can check out here: https://www. 
goodreads.com/book/show/50542735-your-next-
fve-moves. 

https://goodreads.com/book/show/50542735-your-next
https://www
https://JonGordon.com
mailto:LKD2@cornell.edu
mailto:jmk226@cornell.edu
http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
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The Cornell University Precollege Studies program 
would like to invite your high school students to apply, 
and it appreciates our classmates that enhanced their 
high school students’ education with the 2020 program: 
Ana Gomez Chapman, Chris Levine, Lisa Greenberg 
Rosenberg, Stephan Scalera, Laura Thorne Weinstein, 
Marsha Wittink, and Jorge Yoshiyama, MBA ’96. 
Summer College is one of the longest running and most 

‘Te COVID pandemic has made us 
reevaluate our lives.’ 

A L E T H E A  T O R R E L L A S  S H A P I R O  ’ 0 1  

prestigious precollege programs of its kind, offering high 
school students the chance to earn credit and prepare 
for college while taking regular Cornell classes with top 
university faculty members. Check out the 2021 program 
at: precollege.cornell.edu. 

Hang in there, everyone! Please send us any news 
you have, and join us digitally going forward, including 
on our class Facebook page, “Cornell University - Class 
of 1993.” Take care and please share. v Melissa Hart 
Moss, melimoss@yahoo.com; Mia Blackler, miablackler 
@yahoo.com; Theresa Flores, taf6@cornell.edu. 

94 Hello from the last Class of 1994 column to 
appear in Cornell Alumni Magazine. Dika, 

Dineen, and I have had the privilege of connecting with 
you regularly since we left campus way back in 1994. At 
that time, the internet was just getting started. I still 
remember trudging from Collegetown to the computer 
lab with my foppy disk to retrieve e-mails! This was way 
before we had our Facebook group, from which we can 
share funny memes of Bernie Sanders or reminisce about 
fun times at Rulloff’s. Back in the ’90s, to get news for 
this column, we relied on snail mail! 

Born from both the bimonthly independent Cornell 
Alumni Magazine, known by its acronym “CAM,” and the 
university-produced Ezra magazine, a new digital-frst 
information center for alumni news will launch July 2021, 
with a print option available for those who wish to sub-
scribe. It is great that Cornell will continue to allow us to 
share stories and updates in the new communications 
portal, which we will continue to hear more about in the 
weeks to come. In the early days, all of us were chock 
full of news we wanted to share about our new jobs, 
marriages, graduate degrees, and newborn children. 
Now that we are approaching our 50s, however (wow!), 
I know what we consider to be “newsworthy” is about 
different things. I hope you will continue to check in with 
us and keep us posted about all of the happenings in 
your lives. To that end, I will share a few updates I have 
received in recent months. 

Our frst update is about Greg Lingo, who reports 
that he released his frst flm, Last Call, a comedy starring 
Bruce Dern and Jeremy Piven. The movie was released 
in select theaters and at OnDemand, iTunes, AppleTV, 
Amazon, and PayPerView. We also got a great update 
from Jason Straka, MPS ’95. He and his wife, Heather 

(Sytsma) ’95, live in Dublin, OH, and have two children: 
son Zach, who attends Miami U. in Oxford, OH, and daugh-
ter Kate, who is in high school. Jason is a principal of the 
frm Fry/Straka Global Golf Course Design and reports 
that due to COVID, he has been traveling less. “Usually 
I’m on the road around 180 days per year, but with COVID 
I’ve been around home quite a bit more. In that regard, 
it’s been nice spending more quality time with family.” 

Fellow class correspondent Alison Torrillo French 
’95 shared some news about one of our own joining the 
Biden Administration. Andrea Palm, secretary-designee 
of the Wisconsin Dept. of Health Services, has been 
nominated deputy secretary of the US Dept. of Health 
and Human Services. 

As always, I would love to share more news from the 
Class of 1994! Please send your updates to me, Dineen, 
or Dika via e-mail, Facebook, or an online news form at 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. Best wishes for 
a great summer!vJennifer Rabin Marchant, jar1229@ 
yahoo.com; Dika Lam, dikaweb@yahoo.com; Dineen 
Pashoukos Wasylik, dmp5@cornell.edu. 

95 After almost 25 years of writing this column 
and eagerly awaiting my copy of Cornell Alumni 

Magazine to arrive in the mail, I am now about to mark 
the end of an era with this, my very last column in the 
magazine. While my role as class correspondent will 
continue—and I hope you will continue to send me your 
news—there will be a new format as part of a virtual 
“hub,” still TBD, with a print option also available. So 
stay tuned! 

And what better way to usher in a new era for the class 
column than to congratulate the children of our class-
mates who have been accepted to our alma mater? Yes, 
that’s right—we are offcially old enough to have CHILDREN 
attending Cornell! I don’t know about you, but I still feel 
like our own college experience was just yesterday. 

First up is Ari Salsberg ’25, son of Brian Salsberg, 
who will be attending the Dyson School of Applied Eco-
nomics and Management in the fall. Writes Brian, “It was 
a delight to be back on campus during our ‘college tour’ 
almost 30 years after I frst touched down in Ithaca (we 
were fortunate enough to visit pre-COVID). There are so 
many amazing additions to campus, both architectur-
ally and otherwise (and at the same time there are those 
iconic Cornell features that haven’t changed at all). As a 
parent, it’s wonderful to see the look on your child’s face 
when he gets accepted to his ‘dream school’ after so much 
hard work and focus.” Brian himself is currently a partner 
at EY in New York focused on mergers and acquisitions. 
He adds that he’s had the privilege to spend time with 
Cornell students over the past two years both in person 
and virtually by playing an active role in EY’s under-
graduate recruiting efforts and has also been a guest 

lecturer on the topic of M&A for a few of the fnance 
classes at the Dyson School. 

Joining Ari in the Dyson Class of 2025 will be Kayla 
Singer, oldest daughter of Scott ’94 and Melissa Biren 
Singer. At the time of their daughter’s early acceptance, 
Melissa and Scott marked 18 years of living in Chap-
paqua, NY, where Melissa is a clinical psychologist with 
a private practice specializing in comprehensive neuro-
psychological, cognitive, personality, educational, and 
psychological evaluations.Scott runs a real estate fnance 
and investment business, usually in NYC but currently 
from home during COVID.They also have a younger daugh-
ter, Jordy, who is a freshman at the Hackley School in 
Tarrytown, NY. Of Kayla’s enrollment in Cornell, Melissa 
writes, “We are looking forward to visiting her and are 
thrilled she will share a Reunion with the Class of 1995!” 

I also received news from PJ and Maura Curran 
Baker that their daughter Natalie Baker was accepted 
to Cornell for this coming fall. And not far behind these 
seniors are the following children of classmates who were 
among the 1,300 talented high school students attend-
ing Cornell’s 2020 Summer College program: Dani Eder, 
daughter of Sharon Aronoff Eder; Ashley Ahnert, daugh-
ter of Gregory ’96 and Amy Mekler Ahnert, MD ’00; 
Samantha Barr, daughter of Neil and Kiva Flaster Barr; 
Meghan Buri, daughter of Carrie and Mark Buri, JD ’95; 
Anika Mittle, daughter of Sumit and Reena Shah Mittle 
’96; Kaden Olivier, daughter of Ludge and Tamla Choice 
Olivier; Zachary Rusli, son of Serene and Felix Rusli; 
and Ethan Teramo, son of Debra and Jordan Teramo. 
Summer College, now more than 60 years old, is one of 
the longest running and most prestigious precollege pro-
grams of its kind. It offers high school students the chance 
to earn credit and prepare for college while taking regular 
Cornell classes with top university faculty members. 

Alas, with the joys and new chapters also come the 
sorrows and losses. Accordingly, it is with much sadness 
that I report the news of the passing of my dear friend, 
classmate Ryan Young, on January 4, after a long and 
courageous battle with brain cancer. As I write this, his 
wife, Helena, and two children, Zoe and Alastair, are plan-
ning a virtual memorial ceremony for early March. When 
I shared the sad news on our class Facebook page, Leslie 
Davis Nicholson commented with the following tribute, 
which I wanted to reiterate here, as it rings so true: “Ryan’s 
love for Cornell ran deep. He will be dearly missed by the 
many people that he impacted in his 47 years on this 
earth, with his big heart, his loyalty, and his sense of 
humor—always fnding a way to make light of even the 
toughest situation.” 

If any classmates wish to make a donation in Ryan’s 
memory,his family suggests the UCSF Brain Tumor Center, 
where Ryan received excellent care during his illness, 
and the Milton Marks Family Camp, where his family was 
able to go for an uplifting experience together last sum-
mer. The UCSF Brain Tumor Center—Research Fund: make 
checks payable to the UCSF Foundation (Bfund: B1573), 
Lock Box 45339, San Francisco, CA 94145-0339. The 
Milton Marks Neuro-Oncology Family Camp: make checks 
payable to Community Initiatives (FSP#6356), 1000 
Broadway, Suite 480, Oakland, CA 94607. Ryan will for-
ever be remembered and cherished by all. 

Stay safe and connected, friends. v Alison Torrillo 
French, amt7@cornell.edu. Class website, http://class 

http://class
mailto:amt7@cornell.edu
mailto:dmp5@cornell.edu
mailto:dikaweb@yahoo.com
https://yahoo.com
http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
mailto:taf6@cornell.edu
https://yahoo.com
mailto:melimoss@yahoo.com
https://precollege.cornell.edu
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of95.alumni.cornell.edu. Class Facebook page, http:// 
bit.ly/CU95FB.  Online  news  form,  http://www.alumni. 
cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

96 They say “all good things must come to an end.” 
But sometimes, they just transform! Although 

this will be our last print-only edition of Class Notes, our 
future news will be included on a new and robust digital-
frst portal, which will have a print option available for 
those who wish to subscribe. So expect to see even more 
good news about your classmates—stories like this: 

Chris Kwok and Lia Tieu ’97 are proud parents to 
Josephine and are expecting another child. They antici-
pate that both their kids will be Cornellians! In my readings 
on success, I’ve learned that a large part of it requires 
consistency, reliability, and dedication, like Don Lazzaro 
demonstrates. Since graduation, Don has been a civil 
engineer at Mott MacDonald in Buffalo, NY. He is married 
and has two daughters and a son (ages 14, 11, and 8). 
His fondest post-graduation Cornell memory is attend-
ing Reunion 2015 with his kids and seeing enthusiasm 
for Cornell being kindled in them. He has stayed close to 
Cornell by attending eight Reunions, about fve Home-
comings, several Zinck’s nights in Buffalo, three Big Red 
hockey games in NYC, and numerous weddings and 
vacations with Cornell friends. 

How appropriate that bringing us to the fnish line is 
someone who knows a lot about getting there! After work-
ing at Cornell for 21 years as a women’s cross country 
and track coach, as well as in positions in undergraduate 
admissions and as an advising and admissions dean in 
the College of Arts & Sciences, Artie Smith branched 
out on his own and started a college admissions con-
sulting company, Arthur Smith Advising, in summer 
2020. He continues to reside in Ithaca and is enjoying 
helping high schoolers and their families navigate the 
selective admissions process through virtual meetings 
and strategy sessions. 

As a fnal (for-print-only) note from me: It has been 
an honor and a pleasure producing these Class Notes 
for you over the past few years. Thank you to all who 
have held the class correspondent role before me, and 
especially to all of our classmates who have shared their 
news with us over the years. Please keep sharing and 
we will keep publishing! As we transition to a new for-
mat, I wish you all my best in moving ahead! v Lee 
Hendelman, LeeHProHelp@gmail.com. 

97 As our 25th Reunion approaches in June 2022, 
we hope to spotlight some of our trendsetting 

Class of ’97 members. Our goal is to show off our excit-
ing, diverse, accomplished class and to build excitement 
around our milestone Reunion in Ithaca. If you are inter-
ested in participating or would like to suggest a classmate 
to profle, please e-mail us at cornell97faces@gmail.com. 
We’d love to hear from you! 

This column marks the fnal time our class news up-
dates will appear in the beautiful Cornell Alumni Magazine 
we have enjoyed since we joined the alumni club 24 years 
ago. I wrote our frst column for this space while we were 
still undergraduates in the fall of 1996; our “news” at the 
time was about frst jobs and grad school acceptances, 
not weddings and babies or promotions and changes in 
career paths. Our trendsetting combined senior gift and 

class dues campaign garnered so many Class of ’97 mag-
azine subscribers, we had more than two columns’ worth 
of Class Notes space to fll with our achievements! 

The timing of our 1997 graduation put us in the mix 
with changing modes of communication that have 
emerged since: from dial-up modems to wireless inter-
net, from no cell phones(!) to fip phones and Blackberries 
to smart phones, from blogs to Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter. The connectivity that social media has brought 
to our lives keeps us linked together despite distance 
and time. As your longtime class correspondents, Sarah 
Deardorff Carter and I will miss receiving the glossy 
magazine in the mail, but we are excited to see our Class 
Notes evolve from a traditional print format to an online 
alumni publication hub that will enhance our shared net-
work of experience and friendship. (Ed.’s note: The hub 
will have a print option available for anyone who wants 
to subscribe to a more traditional magazine.) Catch your 
next updates from ’97 on the hub! v Erica Broennle 
Nelson, ejb4@cornell.edu; and Sarah Deardorff Carter, 
sjd5@cornell.edu. 

98 Change is inevitable. As we continue to en-
deavor through change, create solutions, and 

foster opportunities, we have to remember that we are 
all in this together, as we have always been. We are con-
nected and remain so as part of our Cornell family as well 
as the greater Cornell community. Here’s what our fellow 
Class of 1998 members have been up to! 

Kisshia Simmons shares, “I’ve recently joined the 
Houston offce of the national law frm Chamberlain 
Hrdlicka as a senior associate in the immigration practice, 
where I will focus on employment-based immigration, 
temporary work visas, criminal immigration, family-based 
immigration, and complex immigration matters. I will also 
assist small businesses by providing corporate law ser-
vices, such as contract drafting and negotiations.” Prior 
to joining the frm, Kisshia was the founding partner with 
Simmons Grant PLLC in NYC. She received her law degree 
from Georgetown University Law Center. 

Also beginning a new role in 2021, Rosanna Batista 
has been named the new director of the Every Child 
Shines, an early childhood intervention program that 
envisions all children in East Boston entering kindergarten 
thriving, joyful, and ready to learn. As of September 2020, 
Ronald Chen and Ann Kositchotitana have relocated 
their family back to Singapore after several years in the 
greater Los Angeles area. After the mandatory 14-day 
quarantine upon arrival in Singapore, Ron, Ann, and their 
daughters, Sofe, Natalie, and Rosie, have happily settled 
into work life and school life, respectively. 

After completing his 200-hour certifcation for yoga 
instruction, Charbel Zreik shared his insights and medi-
tations along his road trip across parts of the US this 
past summer. When he is not traveling or practicing yoga, 
Charbel is busy with his newest business venture, Mani-
festationsCapital, born from his deepdesire to merge his 
spiritual practice with his entrepreneurial and investment 
expertise. Congratulations go out to parents Dan ’96 and 
Jaimee Schreiber Loewy on their son Noah’s accep-
tance to Duke U. as a member of the Class of 2025! 

As always, we enjoy hearing from you all. If you would 
like to share your latest news, please do so! v Uthica 
Jinvit Utano, udj1@cornell.edu. 

99 Though this is the fnal issue of Cornell Alumni 
Magazine, the Class Notes will continue as part 

of the new alumni communications hub—so please keep 
sending us your news through the Share Your News form, 
via the online news form at http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
class-notes/, or by writing directly to: v Class of 1999, 
c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 
301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu. 

00 Wherever you are, I hope all is well. This is the 
time of year I enjoy the most. I fll my days with 

gardening, long walks with my dogs, and lazy evenings 
sewing or spinning yarn. Here in the northern states, the 
winter seems like forever and the warm weather brief, 
so I’m careful to drink in every day of good weather, from 
dawn to dusk. 

In those in-between times, I wonder what everyone 
else is doing. There are many of you who are active on 
social media, and I’ve been able to see your progress and 
share your joys and triumphs as the years progressed. 
But there are too many of you whom I know nothing of, 
and I want to let you all know that I think of you often. 
I’d love to hear from you. 

So if you’d like to share with your classmates, you 
can send your updates by way of http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes, or e-mail me: v Denise Williams, 
ddw7@cornell.edu. 

01 How has it been 20 years since we graduated?! 
Granted, the pandemic has wreaked havoc 

with our sense of time—whether you feel like it’s slowed 
to a crawl or you just want to pretend the last 15 months 
didn’t happen and celebrate special occasions twice as 
hard once we’re back to normal.Still,wow.Today’s Cornell-
ians hadn’t even been born yet when we marched out of 
Schoellkopf Field, only semi-confdent that our gleaming 
grins would be captured for posterity by our bulky flm 
cameras (#thestrugglewasreal). 

This is also the end of another era: the fnal edition of 
our class column in Cornell Alumni Magazine. I’m thou-
sands of miles away from the stacks back in our Seattle 
home offce (despite Salil Gupte’s objections to my 
hoarding tendencies), but they live online forever; try 
typing in a classmate’s name or fipping through the PDFs 
in the archives once in a while. On a personal note, I’m 
going to miss that bittersweet sensation of seeing our 
write-up getting closer and closer to the front of the 
magazine each year, as older classes faded away and 
new ones rushed to print. (Ed.’s note: While this is the 
last issue of CAM, the Class Notes section will live on 
as part of the new alumni communications hub.) 

Fortunately, technology keeps making it easier to 
connect across miles and years. If you’re on Facebook, 
make sure to join our “Cornell Class of 2001 Classmates” 
group (facebook.com/groups/Cornell2001Classmates), 
where I recently made a new friend in Alethea Torrellas 
Shapiro. She and college sweetheart Craig and their 
four kids are leaving their Long Island home for a change 
of pace in sunny Naples, FL. “The COVID pandemic has 
really made us reevaluate our lives and we’ve decided that 
life is too short, and since we don’t know what tomorrow 
will bring we want to enjoy every day,” she shared in a 
post. “The weather in New York just doesn’t allow for that 
quality of life all year long and our bones are cold.” Their 

https://facebook.com/groups/Cornell2001Classmates
mailto:ddw7@cornell.edu
http://alumni.cornell
mailto:abb83@cornell.edu
http://alumni.cornell.edu
mailto:udj1@cornell.edu
mailto:sjd5@cornell.edu
mailto:ejb4@cornell.edu
mailto:cornell97faces@gmail.com
mailto:LeeHProHelp@gmail.com
https://cornell.edu/class-notes
http://www.alumni
https://of95.alumni.cornell.edu
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extended family and good friends will make sure they keep 
spending “a good amount of time in New York,” however. 

Sticking around NYC for now, Lora Epstein has spent 
the past year “cooking (practicing some of those great 
knife skills I can remember from my Cornell cooking 
class!), fnally enjoying baking again, watching more 
Netfix than I should admit, and volunteering. So, largely 
trying to fnd and stay balanced, and feeling optimistic 
that I’ll soon get to enjoy a Broadway show!” She’s also 
looking forward to our June 11-12 Reunion. 

Getting a jump start on that stroll down memory lane, 
Marianne Drowne returned to Cornell in October for 
some beautiful walks through Sapsucker Woods and the 
Botanic Gardens. Back in Washington, DC, she works as 
executive assistant to the CEO at the YMCA of Metro-
politan Washington. “Although 2020 has been an extra-
challenging year for the nonproft, it has also been 
rewarding for the Y and those it serves,” she writes, add-
ing that she enjoys giving back to her community of the 
past 16 years. 

Siemasko + Verbridge recently promoted Jen Miller 
Hocherman, BArch ’01, now associate principal at the 
Boston-area frm. “Jen joined SV at the start of 2013 and 
has led and managed a wide range of educational, multi-
family, commercial, and institutional projects throughout 
her time here,” the frm announced. “Some of Jen’s no-
table projects are the Greater Beverly YMCA Sterling 
Center Expansion and Education Center, the new Glen 
T. MacLeod YMCA in Gloucester, the Riverview School’s 
Wellness Center in Sandwich, the Brookwood School in 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, Endicott College’s Peter Frates 
Hall and Brindle Hall, and a large-scale offce for a fnan-
cial services client in Greenwich, CT. Jen’s leadership 
among the frm and with clients has led to projects that 
bring the client’s vision to life through a thoughtful and 
thorough design process.” Jen lives on the North Shore 
with her husband, Adam ’97, MBA ’06, and their two 
daughters, where she also serves on the Temple Ahavat 
Achim School Committee and as a troop leader for the 
Girl Scouts of Eastern Massachusetts. 

Looking westward, we’re pleased to learn that Faye 
Caronan, head of ethnic studies at the U. of Colorado, 
Denver, was appointed the inaugural Chancellor’s Fac-
ulty Fellow. This role involves “serving as advisor to the 
chancellor and university leadership team on issues of 
concern to BIPOC faculty, staff, and students, and work 
on projects that support diversity, equity, and inclusion 
efforts at the university,” she writes. Check out a great 
Q&A with Faye at https://news.ucdenver.edu, including 
how taking an Asian American studies class at Cornell 
helped shape her perspective. 

Last but not least, Lenny Lesser lives with his wife, 
Mary, in Oakland, CA, where he works as a family physi-
cian and medical director at One Medical. “It has been 
diffcult yet rewarding to be a primary care doctor during 
this pandemic,” he writes. “The highlight of the past year 
was the birth of our second child, Nora Grace Regina. 
We are grateful to have an infant, a toddler, and a puppy 
to run around with during diffcult times.” 

When will we meet again? More than 100 years have 
passed since E.M. Forster wrote his timeless epigraph: 
“Only connect . . .” To share your news and keep in touch, 
please like our Facebook page, join our Facebook group, 
follow us on Twitter (@Cornell2001), and e-mail classof 

2001_reunion@cornell.edu or me at:vNicole Neroulias 
Gupte, NicoleMN6@gmail.com. 

02 It’s been my pleasure and honor to bring the 
Class of 2002 notes to CAM these last 17 

years. We’ve had weddings, homes, career changes, 
babies, advanced degrees, pets, reunions,and inventions. 
See you on the World Wide Web! vCarolyn Deckinger 
Lang, cmd35@cornell.edu. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

03 Greetings, classmates! We recently heard that 
David Sharfstein, who works in the litiga-

tion, arbitration, and employment practice group at the 
Washington, DC, and Baltimore offces of Hogan Lovells, 
was promoted to partner. Prior to joining the frm, David 
served with distinction at the DOJ Tax Division and the 
US Attorney’s Offce for the District of Maryland. Con-
gratulations, David! 

We also heard from Lenora Lee, who is the focus of 
our column’s latest mini-feature. Lenora is an infectious 
diseases (ID) physician at Kaiser Permanente in Sacra-
mento,CA.She attended medical school at Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine and completed an internal medicine 
residency and chief residency at UC Davis Medical Center 
(UCDMC). After completing a fellowship in infectious 
diseases, also at UCDMC, she joined Kaiser Permanente 
in 2014. Lenora says, “Up until February 2020, I was 
doing a joint position as an ID physician and teaching 
hospitalist to medical students and residents. However, 
since the pandemic, I have focused primarily on doing 
ID work and helping our hospital manage COVID patients. 
As an ID doctor, I help colleagues and patients with their 
various bacterial, viral, and fungal infections such as 
meningitis, HIV, Valley fever, and, of course, now COVID!” 

When asked about life as an ID physician during this 
COVID era, Lenora responded, “It has defnitely been a 
mix of emotions. We were expected to be the leaders 
and problem solvers for all things related to COVID. Many 
times, we didn’t have the answers as this was a brand 
new virus, and that created some frustrations as people 
wanted to know what to expect during a time of uncer-
tainty. However, I truly love what I do and thus it has also 
been rewarding to be able to help my colleagues, friends, 
and family with any questions they have about various 
COVID topics such as isolation guidelines, testing, treat-
ment, and now vaccines. Also, I think being a source of 
information that people can rely on has been helpful for 
many, and I took to social media to post on topics that 
I thought would be of importance.” One of the most 
surprising things about this experience, she adds, has 
been “the pressure to be a good role model and set an 
example for appropriate behavior.” 

Lenora says, “I have had to really limit my social inter-
actions, stopped going to the gym, and limited my time 
in public indoor spaces. Refecting upon the past year, 
I realize what a monumental, historical, and impactful 
time this has been for everyone; and for me, to be an ID 
physician in a pandemic such as COVID has been a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. And even though this 
pandemic has been devastating to the world, there also 
has been a lot of creativity, innovation, and collaboration 
that has been born from it that we can all hopefully apply 
to the future.” Lenora was recently named the 2020 Young 

Professional of the Year by the Sacramento Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce and Metro Edge Organization and 
received a “40 Under 40” award from the Sacramento 
Business Journal for her work during the pandemic. 

Lenora and her husband, Jim Alves ’01, have two 
children, Ashton, 7.5, and Addy, 6. She and Jim met “at 
an alumni event in Sacramento in 2010” and “have 
hosted many Cornell send-offs and other Cornell events 
at our house.” She also serves as CAAAN co-chair for the 
Sacramento area. Lenora and her family “love biking and 
traveling (when able).” While she doesn’t love Ithaca’s 
bitter cold and snow, she misses the delicious food and 
getting ice cream at the Dairy Bar. 

As you may have heard, although this is the last class 
column that will run in CAM, Class Notes will continue as 
part of the new digital-frst alumni communication hub. 
We love to hear from you, so please keep your updates 
coming. Until next time. v Candace Lee Chow, cjl24@ 
cornell.edu; Jon Schoenberg, jrs55@cornell.edu. 

04 Though this is the fnal issue of Cornell Alumni 
Magazine, the Class Notes will continue as 

part of the new alumni communications hub—so please 
keep sending in your news through the Share Your News 
form, via the online news form at http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/, or by writing directly to: v Jessi 
Petrosino, jessi.petrosino@ey.com. 

05 Hello, Class of 2005! This is the fnal edition of 
Cornell Alumni Magazine and it seems as if 

CAM will go the way of so much of our lives: online. For 
people our age, we remember life without the internet. 
Most of us probably showed up at Cornell with a large 
desktop computer and plugged it in via an ethernet 
cable—lightning-fast compared to the dial-up modems 
many of us left at home. It is easy to refect on how, over 
the course of our four years, we saw exponential technol-
ogy growth. I left my apartment on Eddy Street as a senior 
with a laptop, an iPod, and a Facebook account—most 
of which would have been unthinkable as a freshman. 
One of the best parts about Cornell is always watching it 
change and adapt, while still fnding ways to preserve 
tradition and the past. The decision for CAM to become 
part of the digital-frst alumni communications hub (with 
a print option available for those who wish to subscribe) 
is the epitome of that in a nutshell, and I hope you all will 
continue to read our notes—which I am joyful to report 
are NOT going away. 

We did receive some exciting news from Cornell Sum-
mer College: Arini Bhargava, daughter of Namita Datta, 
PhD ’05, and Mayank Bhargava, was among the 1,300 
talented high school students who attended in 2020. 
Summer College, now more than 60 years old, is one of 
the longest running and most prestigious precollege pro-
grams of its kind. It offers high school students the chance 
to earn credit and prepare for college while taking regular 
Cornell classes with top university faculty members. See 
precollege.cornell.edu for more information. Congratu-
lations, Arini, and maybe one day, someone will be writ-
ing about you as an alumna in your own class column! 

See you on the internet, 2005! Send your news to: 
v Hilary Johnson King, hilaryaking18@gmail.com; or 
Jessica Rosenthal Chod, chodjlr@gmail.com. Online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
mailto:chodjlr@gmail.com
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https://precollege.cornell.edu
mailto:jessi.petrosino@ey.com
http://alumni.cornell
mailto:jrs55@cornell.edu
https://cornell.edu
https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
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https://news.ucdenver.edu
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‘Like seemingly everybody else,
we got an adorable COVID dog 
named Wilson.’ 
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06 Hello, Class of 2006. This will be the last edition 
of Class Notes as we know them, but please 

stay tuned for our next phase. Class Notes will continue, 
and we can’t wait to receive your updates to share. 

Brandon Lee’s franchise company, Lee Wesley, re-
cently expanded at the end of 2019 to add three addi-
tional WingStop locations (Northwest Florida area) and 
six Burger King locations (Charlotte, NC, market).Brandon 
currently serves as the director of fnance for the com-
pany. Brandon also got married on Leap Day—February 
29, 2020. Jon Bellante is living in Chicago with his hus-
band, BrianGambino. Jon says,“Likeseeminglyeverybody 
else, we got an adorable COVID dog named Wilson.” 
(Wilson is very cute.) Work-wise, Jon is leading global 
marketing for KitchenAid, so obviously he makes tons of 
amazing food with all of his KitchenAid gadgets. 

Linda Trotter-Jackson served as a member of the 
planning committee for the 5th Annual Cornell Women in 
Athletics Career Day, which is designed for female student 
athletes to build their knowledge, skills, confdence, and 
connections as they think about their life and career after 
Cornell. Linda selected and recruited alumni to share their 
industry knowledge, career advice, and professional ex-
pertise with student athletes.On the day of the event,she 
served as a moderator and panelist for one of the panels. 

What’s new with me? Like Jon, I (Tory Lauterbach) 
recently completed my quarantine checklist by rescu-
ing a new pup—a 6-year-old Bedlington Terrier rescued 
from a backyard puppy mill. We’re still working on a name, 
but our “working title” is Walter. Lastly, if you are looking 
for a timely laugh, please check out @stayhomerex on 
Instagram. The account, run by a cadre of mysterious 
Class of 2006 Cornellians, shares the gospel of social 
distancing to the masses through an engaging and fun 
social media account. 

What’s new with you? New job? Wedding? Big move? 
Kids? Finding interesting ways to stay busy in COVID-19 
quarantine? Let us know—we love to hear from you. v 
Tory Lauterbach, VML8@cornell.edu. 

07 Happy spring, 2007! Can you believe this 
school year has almost come to a close? 

What a year it has been! And I’m proud to be able to con-
tribute news from our class in this fnal edition of Cornell 
Alumni Magazine. 

Allison Gordon-Lopez opened a dental practice in 
Manhattan, Madison Dental Arts. She is happily accept-
ing new patients if anyone needs a new, and amazing, 
dentist! Lauren Battaglia has recently been elected 
partner at global law frm Hogan Lovells in Washington, 
DC. She’s working with their global regulatory practice 
group. Lauren brings extensive antitrust experience in 
merger clearance, non-merger investigations, litigation, 
and counseling. 

Kyle Dudek, of Fort Myers, FL, was recently elected 
as a stockholder at the law frm of Henderson, Franklin, 
Starnes & Holt PA. He joined the frm in October 2016 
and is a member of the tort and insurance litigation 
department. Kyle also serves on the frm’s marketing com-
mittee. Dan Dauplaise and his wife, Caroline, welcomed 
a member of the Class of 2038! John Daniel was born 
on October 21, 2020. Despite the pandemic, family have 
been excited to meet Jack—including newly minted grand-
father David Dauplaise, PhD ’77. 

Thanks for the updates, 2007, and congrats on all 
of your amazing accomplishments! Have news to 
share? Please feel free to reach out to me or submit 
online! v Samantha Feibush Wolf, srf29@cornell. 
edu. Online news form, https://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
class-notes/. 

08 Starting in July, the Class Notes can be found 
at the new alumni communications hub—so 

please keep sending us your news through the Share 
Your News form, via the online news form at http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/, or by writing directly 

to either of us at: v Elana Beale, erb26@cornell.edu; 
or Libby Boymel, lkb24@cornell.edu. 

09 A big thank you to Emily Dally, who played an 
integral role in Massachusetts’s fght against 

COVID-19. She is the senior director of impact and plan-
ning at Partners In Health, a global health organization 
restoring social justice by bringing quality healthcare to 
the most vulnerable around the world. Emily directed Part-
ners In Health’s involvement in the Massachusetts Com-
munity Tracing Collaborative(CTC), a partnership between 
the Massachusetts Dept. of Public Health and Partners 
In Health, supporting local health departments in con-
tact tracing. The program focuses on reaching out to the 
contacts of confrmed positive COVID-19 patients to 
ensure they have the support they need to self-isolate, 
and to help protect others who have been potentially 
exposed to the virus. 

Congratulations to Anatoliy Rozental, who has been 
promoted to partner at Reed Smith LLP in the frm’s New 
York offce. Anatoliy is a member of the global corporate 
group and focuses on private equity transactions and 
domestic and cross-border mergers and acquisitions. 
v Jason Georges, jag243@cornell.edu. Online news 
form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

10 As we pass the one year mark since much of 
the world shut down, here’s a reminder that 

we would still love to hear your updates, big or small! 
Please keep in touch! v Michelle Sun, michellejsun@ 
gmail.com. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
class-notes/. 

11 “Greetings and Hotelie cheers from a fellow 
Cornellian!” writes Alex Gruhin, who reports 

that he and classmate Jon Tai recently worked together 
on a project. “We met and lived on the fourth foor of 
Court-Kay-Bauer our freshman year, and we have now 
co-conceived a live, interactive virtual play with magic 
that is being presented by A Red Orchid Theatre from 
February 2-28, 2021 for audiences in Chicago and 
around the world.” According to the theatre’s website, 

the play, titled Missed Connections, centers around “a 
magician’s cosmic love story inspired by the work of 
Haruki Murakami, Marshall McLuhan, and Derren Brown,” 
which takes audience members “on a round-trip voyage 
to the stars in search of the invisible thread that connects 
them all.” Congratulations! 

Starting in July, the Class Notes can be found at the 
new alumni communications hub—so please keep send-
ing in your news through the Share Your News form, 
via the online news form at http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
class-notes/, or by writing directly to: v Dara Perl, 
dmp229@cornell.edu. 

12 Matt Danzer and his wife, Anna, recently 
moved to Fairfeld, CT—and by December 

they had spent exactly half their marriage in lockdown. 
Matt is thankful for their dog, Pepper, his coworker since 
starting to work from home. He is also thankful that he 
is in a position to give back, through his involvement with 
the Norwalk Immigration Coalition, a group of organiza-
tions, activists, and residents dedicated to improving 
the lives of local immigrants, and through service on the 
board of trustees of START, a nonproft that operates 
addiction treatment centers across NYC. 

Rachael Kermis has been busy teaching at a resi-
dency program and building her own family medical 
practice. It has been an adventure trying to help her 
patients manage their preventive care and chronic con-
ditions in one of the nation’s COVID hotspots. She has 
also been involved in starting the diversity and inclusion 
committee at her hospital. Chinedu Eleanya was re-
cently named to the Forbes 30 Under 30 list. His profle 
reads: “Eleanya immigrated from Nigeria to the US with 
his parents when he was 11. In 2018, he cofounded his 
second startup, Mulberry, a tech platform that retailers 
use to offer extended warranties to ecommerce custom-
ers. Key clients include ftness device Mirror, coffee 
machine maker Breville, and mattress company Nectar. 
Mulberry has more than 50 customers and expects net 
revenue of more than $1 million this year.” 

Olivia Plunkett and her husband, Daniel, are excited 
to welcome their son, Ellis, who was born on January 15, 
2021. Named after his great-grandfather, Ellis Robison 
1918, they’re looking forward to making a trip to the Hill 
when possible. Send your news to: v Peggy Ramin, 
mar335@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

13 Though this is the fnal issue of Cornell Alumni 
Magazine, the Class Notes will continue as 

part of the new alumni communications hub—so please 
keep sending in your news through the Share Your News 
form, via the online news form at http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/, or by writing directly to: v Rachael 
Schuman, RASchuman@gmail.com. 

mailto:RASchuman@gmail.com
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‘Flexible supervisors helped Nathan 
Goldberg balance work with breaking 
state birding records.’ 

S T E P H A N I E  Y A N  ’ 1 8  

Dear readers: Starting in July, the Class Notes will move online as part of the new alumni communications hub. In the future, they will also be included 
in a print publication, which will be available to anyone who wants to subscribe to a more traditional magazine. Please continue sharing your news with 

your correspondents or via the online news form at alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

14 Hello, Class of 2014! I hope you’re all looking 
forward to a wonderful start to your summer. 

It’s hard to believe we’re now seven years out from our 
2014 graduation. 

Classmate Olivia Adams, ME ’15, was recently 
featured in an article in the Cornell Chronicle that high-
lighted her contributions to COVID-19 vaccine efforts in 
Massachusetts.When Olivia heard that people were strug-
gling to sign up for vaccine appointments, she created 
the website macovidvaccines.com to assist in fnding and 
booking appointments across the state’s vaccination 
sites. As Olivia continues to improve and expand upon 
her website, she is making her code open source to en-
courage others within and outside Massachusetts to 

contribute to streamlining the vaccine process through 
easy-to-use websites. Outside of this project, Olivia is a 
software developer at Athena Health, where she has been 
employed for over six years. 

Every year, the 2014 class council develops program-
ming to help remind us of our relationship to Cornell and 
to reinforce the bonds we all share as Class of 2014 
alumni. These events and programs are funded by class 
dues and what we raise through Reunion every fve years. 
Recently, our council has elected to rededicate a portion 
of these funds toward grants to support your efforts in 
Lifelong Learning and Engaged Service.Grants are distrib-
uted as reimbursements up to $400. Lifelong Learning 
grants provide funding for pursuing personal passions, 
picking up a new skill for professional advancement, or 
navigating a career transition. If you are going back into 
any kind of classroom—physical or virtual—this grant can 
help make your goals more attainable. Engaged Service 
grants are designed for Cornellians effecting positive 
change through community-engaged work and help sup-
port civic engagement and activism. Grant requests can 
be submitted at the 2014 website: http://classof14. 
alumni.cornell.edu/. This opportunity is only available 
for alumni of the Class of 2014. 

It’s been a pleasure serving as your Class Notes 
columnist for the past seven years, and while I’m sad 
that this is the fnal issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine, 
I’m looking forward to continuing to share your news 
through the new, digital-frst iteration of Class Notes. 
As always, please e-mail me if you have any news to 
share! v Samantha Lapehn, SRL76@cornell.edu. 

15 Now that we are fnally approaching warmer 
weather, we are seeing so much activity hap-

pening with the Class of 2015! Follow the Class of 2015 
Instagram page (@cornellclassof2015) for relevant up-
dates, as well as classmate spotlights or general Cor-
nell nostalgia. 

First, in breaking news, Haley Velasco had her frst 
front-page article for the Wall Street Journal, “The 

Least-Relaxing Pandemic De-Stresser: Tiny DIY Doll 
Houses.” Congratulations, Haley! In other professional 
news, after winning an Emmy at MLB Network, Andrew 
Distler moved to ESPN, where has been working for 
fve years. He currently serves on the original content 
team, where he is developing and producing content 
for ESPN+. 

Levi Schoenfeld is at Gensler working on the future 
of work amid the pandemic. Anjit Fageria, ME ’16, has 
been working for Northrop Grumman Innovation Systems 
(formerly Orbital ATK) as an integral part of the historic 
Mission Extension Vehicle (MEV) mission. The MEV-1 
satellite successfully performed the frst-ever on-orbit 
commercial satellite docking with their client’s space-

craft last year, and he has transitioned to working on 
the next NASA-directed mission to get the frst woman 
and next man on the moon by 2024. 

Hanna Mielke-Maday is excitedly waiting for Match 
Day to fnd out where she will be pursuing her resi-
dency in physical medicine and rehabilitation. Some of 
our classmates have already begun their residency, like 
Jonathan Grecco, who is currently in internal medicine 
at Lenox Hill Hospital. Joseph Schertzer is a resident 
physician in otolaryngology (head and neck surgery) at 
Emory U. School of Medicine. 

We also have many classmates who have been pursu-
ing other graduate studies. Anastasia Adriano has al-
ready completed four degrees, including master’sdegrees 
in statistics, math, and data science, and an MBA. She 
is now fnishing a PhD in math while taking evening 
classes toward her JD. She plans to use those degrees 
in conjunction to forward legal practice in tech areas. 
Currently she works full time in advanced analytics at Nike 
but will also be joining the Miller Nash Graham & Dunn 
law frm as a summer associate. Raquel Gonoretzky 
graduated from law school, passed the Bar in 2020, and 
is now working as a law clerk in New York City. 

Sarah Greenberg graduated from George Mason 
U.’s MEd program in educational leadership and started 
her own math education business. She also got engaged! 
Her wedding party includes several Cornell friends, in-
cluding Alyssa Troutner, Meaghan Moran Whitmer ’14, 
Julie Park ’17, Alyssa Pizzurro ’16, Kiara Butler ’16, 
and Mia Blakstad ’16. Jo Mengjiao Yang recently got 
married over Zoom and postponed her wedding to later 
this year. Congratulations to everyone on their personal 
and professional news! v Mateo Acebedo, ma698@ 
cornell.edu; Caroline Flax, csf79@cornell.edu. Online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

16 Dear classmates: As we near our (remote) 5th 
Reunion, I fnd it impossible that it has already 

been fve years since we graduated and that it has only 
been fve years! I hope we will “see” many of you in June! 

Until then, please enjoy this edition, which includes some 
updates from 2016ers in law school thanks to class 
president Millie Kastenbaum. 

Millie sent news from New York City, where she is 
enjoying her second semester of her frst year (1L) at 
Fordham Law. She is excited to be interning at the US 
Court of Int’l Trade for Judge Mark A. Barnett this com-
ing summer and can’t wait to “see” everyone at Reunion! 
Also hitting the books in law school, classmate Andrew 
Lee is currently a 2L at Michigan Law and will be working 
as a summer associate at Debevoise & Plimpton LLP. 
After graduation, Andrew worked as a paralegal at an 
international law frm before starting at Michigan! 

Zach Praiss shares that he moved to D.C. after grad-
uation. He has worked on digital and creative strategy 
for progressive issue advocacy at the Hub Project for 
over three years now. Since graduating (and before the 
pandemic hit), Malika Sharapova made it her goal to 
travel more and has managed to visit over 25 cities across 
seven countries. She recently got married in a virtual cer-
emony. Like many, the couple is currently dealing with 
the challenges that come with trying to plan a larger 
ceremony post-pandemic. Malika works in operations 
at FreeWheel and resides on the Upper East Side of 
Manhattan with her husband. 

Justin Watt wrote in with news of a busy few months: 
“I recently purchased a house in Elma, NY, with my wife, 
Stephanie (Van Overberghe) ’15. We closed December 
18. We also adopted a rescue cat named Echo in Jan-
uary. Prior to this, I started a new job at Moog Inc. as a 
product engineer on November 2.” Lastly, we heard from 
Ovais Tahir, who shared the exciting news that he got 
married in November! He and his wife, Natasha, live in 
New York City but, while working remotely, have been able 
to spend some time with Ovais’s family in Canandaigua, 
NY. His hometown friends and fellow Cornellians Kate 
McCormick and Daniel Krueger were delighted to hear 
about his good news and hope to meet Natasha in Can-
andaigua and celebrate the couple in the near future! 

Thank you to all those who sent news! Please send 
in your news to keep up with classmates and fellow 
Cornellians from other classes. Looking forward to our  
eunion in June!  v  Meghan McCormick, mcm324@ 
ornell.edu. Online news  form, http://alumni.cornell. 
du/class-notes/. 

R
c
e

17 Starting in July, the Class Notes can be found 
at the new alumni communications hub—so 

please send us your news through the Share Your News 
form, via the online news form at http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/, or by writing directly to: v Class of 
2017, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., 
Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850;e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu. 

18 Hey, Class of 2018! This is maybe the coolest 
Class Notes column I’ve ever written, which 

is pretty ftting for our last column in CAM—I’m excited 
to share it with you all. 

While most of us had to drop old hobbies and pick up 
new ones last year, the pandemic was actually helpful for 
speeding along Nathan Goldberg’s main 2020 project: 
breaking the Illinois state record for most birds spotted 
in a year. Without as many weekend social obligations or 
commutes to the offce, Nathan managed to see 341 bird 
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Dear readers: Starting in July, the Class Notes will move online as part of the new alumni communications hub. In the future, they will also be included 
in a print publication, which will be available to anyone who wants to subscribe to a more traditional magazine. Please continue sharing your news with 

your correspondents or via the online news form at alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

species in the State of Illinois over the course of 2020. 
He and his friend Steve Higgins (who, at 340 species, 
also broke the former Illinois record of 334) spent the 
year driving across the state, sometimes for hours, the 
moment they got word of a bird they hadn’t seen yet. 

Nathan was interested in birding from a young age, 
and originally heard of Cornell through the Lab of Orni-
thology’s Young Birder Program. He thought he would stay 
in ornithology throughout college and worked at the Lab 
in his frst two years at Cornell, co-authoring a paper in 
which he identifed the frst ever Pacifc-slope fycatcher 
bird spotted in New York State. But he decided that his 
interests lay in the nonproft sector, and Nathan is now 
an associate at Bostrom, working simultaneously for 
multiple nonproft associations (and benefting from fex-
ible supervisors who helped him balance work with break-
ing state birding records). 

The challenge of seeing as many species as possible 
in a given area in a year—referred to by birders as a “Big 
Year”—was intense but rewarding for Nathan. “There were 
a lot of times I wanted to slow down, but looking back, 
I’m glad I fnished the year strong,” he said. He plans for 
2021 to be more slow paced, but he is looking forward 
to continuing birding in the US and extending his journeys 
to places like Southeast Asia and the Pacifc Islands 
once traveling becomes safe again. 

As always, let me know if there are any updates in your 
or your classmates’ lives. Until next time, you can catch 
us at the Class of 2018 Instagram (@cornell_2018) for 
more news! v Stephanie Yan, smy43@cornell.edu. 

19 Though this is the fnal issue of Cornell Alumni 
Magazine, the Class Notes will continue as 

part of the new alumni communications hub—so please 
keep sending in your news through the Share Your News 
form, via the online news form at http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/, or by writing directly to: v Class of 
2019, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., 
Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu. 

20 What a year it’s been! I know that I was person-
ally looking forward to heading back to Ithaca 

in June 2021 for a belated graduation, and it was disap-
pointing to have an in-person ceremony canceled yet 
again. That being said, it’s good to know that the univer-
sity is seriously following public health guidelines, and 
I’m sure that there will be some fun and creative virtual 
events for us to reconnect at. This past year has been 
all about being creative and adaptable, and while I miss 
my Cornellian friends, Zoom game nights have certainly 
been a source of sanity for me. However, between tele-
working, FaceTiming/Zooming, and binging TV, I feel like 
I’m always staring at a screen, so fnding time and ways 
to disconnect, even for a little bit, has been important 
for me recently. 

In the meanwhile, keep wearing masks and social 
distancing, and hopefully our 5th Reunion will be able to 
occur far above Cayuga’s waters (instead of over Zoom)! 

Moving forward, Class Notes will be moving online as  
part of the new alumni online communications hub. To  
be featured, please submit any life updates, creative pan-
demic hobbies, or news that you’d like to share with your  
peers at https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/ or send  
me an e-mail at: v  Shruti Juneja, sj453@cornell.edu. 

G R A D  N O T E S  
Arts & Sciences 

“I am pleased to announce the publication of my new 
collection of poetry, Into the New World (Slant Books, 
2020),” writes Robert Schultz, MFA ’76, MA ’78, PhD 
’81. “It is my seventh book and third poetry collection. 
Other books include a novel, The Madhouse Nudes, and 
a work of historical nonfction, We Were Pirates, about 
WWII submarine warfare as experienced by torpedoman 
Robert Hunt, who completed 12 consecutive war patrols 
on the USS Tambor. In my retirement from full-time teach-
ing, I have become an exhibiting artist, with work held by 
museums, the Library of Congress, and private collectors 
in the US and abroad.” For more information, check out 
http://www.robertschultz.com and #robertschultzphoto. 

Computing & Information Science 
“With new COVID variants foating around and vac-

cine rollout inching along, preventive measures like mask 
wearing have come into focus again,” writes Jennifer 
Ding, ME ’18. “But despite these calls for additional 
protective measures, is mask behavior improving? To get 
a better sense of what mask behavior was like in our 
neighborhood, Cornell Tech alumni created Mask Map 
as a way to record this data on the ground. Currently, the 
app shows hot spots for each mask behavior across New 
York City, where mask rates are typically above 70 per-
cent! To view what mask behavior is like near you or record 
data in your city, visit: maskmap.us.” 

Graduate School 
Darryl Ponicsán, MA ’65, writes, “Having written 14 

novels, three of which were adapted to flms, including 
the classic The Last Detail, I’ve published my frst non-
fction book. I Feel Bad About My Dick: Lamentations of 
Masculine Vanity and Lists of Startling Pertinence is a 
parody of Nora Ephron’s I Feel Bad About My Neck, which 
also veers into memoir and social commentary. It in-
cludes my drive upon receiving my MA from Cornell to 
Los Angeles in a ’59 Triumph TR-3 with half a manuscript 
in the trunk.” 

Shailly Gupta, MPA ’14, shares, “My maiden novel, 
Just How, I Wonder?, presents the adventures of a Gen-
eration Z girl from an island country who has a simple 
dream: working for the sustainable development of her 
community. Inspired by her grandfather, who is an inter-
national development practitioner, she refects upon and 
demonstrates a number of soft skills such as resilience 
while encountering various socio-environmental chal-
lenges in a very little time. The themes covered in this 
novel include climate change mitigation, disaster risk 
reduction, and poverty alleviation. This piece of fction, 
targeted at young adults and adults alike and available 
on Amazon, can be used as a case to show how balanced 
skills development and innovative education can steer 
solutions by all learners and catalyze opportunities to 
socio-economic-ecological problems.” 

Share Your News! 
We would love to hear from you! To be included in   
a future Grad Notes section, please send your news  
to abb83@cornell.edu, or fll out a news form at:  
cornellalumnimagazine.com/grad-news/.

C L A S S I F I E D S  
Travel 
SENECA LAKEHOUSE on wine trail, 3BR, 2BA, WiFi, 
sleeps 10. Watch sunsets from the sunroom, deck, or 
dock. Spring and fall weekends or summer weeks. Cornell 
alumni-owned. (607) 592-2386. 

CHILE, Northern Patagonia - Huge 2,500sf villas @ 5-star 
Eco resort. 44,000 private acres with 17 untouched miles of 
Pacifc Oceanfront. 20 min. from Puerto Montt Intl. airport. 
Private helicopter, fy fshing, hiking, kayaking, horse riding, 
ATV trails, spa, masseuse, boating, penguins, sea lions, 
pumas. All inclusive. $1,475 nightly/pp. For terms, see 
www.hotelmarimari.com. 

Commercial Real Estate 
$ TURNKEY ANIMAL HOSPITAL $ High volume includes 
4 rental units* Low Tax* Major Intersection* Orange 
County, NY* Asking $620K* Call Roz Novick, Associate 
Broker, ARC Realty* (845) 537-5674 

Professional Services 
SAT/ACT & ISEE/SSAT TUTOR: Robert Kohen, Ph.D., 
Harvard and Columbia grad, provides individualized 
tutoring for the SAT/ACT and ISEE/SSAT. (212) 658-
0834; robertkohen@koheneducationalservices.com; 
www.koheneducationalservices.com 

Personals 
BluesMatch.com—Where Ivy League and Oxbridge 
people fnd love. A decade of successful matchmaking. 

SMART IS SEXY 
Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies, 
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools, and 
some others. More than 5,500 members. All ages. 

THE RIGHT STUFF
 800-988-5288 www.rightstuffdating.com 

Educational Consultant 
Julia Rolnick 

How to land right side up in a
world turned upside down? 
From at-home learning & enrichment
to college applications & gap years,
students benefit from Julia’s experience
and perspective. 
Free initial consultation. (802) 232-2543 

www.CollegeConsiderations.com 
juliarolnick@collegeconsiderations.com 
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A L U M N I  D E A T H S
1940s 
’40 BA—Elsie Cook Gerwig, 
Nashville, TN, February 9, 2016 
’43—Shigeo Kondo, 
Wellesley, MA, December 27, 2020 
’44, BS Ag ’46—Norman W. Allen, 
Schaghticoke, NY, December 19, 2020 
’44—Gordon B. Graham, 
Randolph, VT, August 1, 2020 
’44—Gerald O. Young, 
East Homer, NY, December 9, 2017 
’45 BS Ag—Seymour Pomper, 
Atlanta, GA, December 10, 2020 
’46-48 SP Ag—Coolidge S. Copeland, 
Argyle, NY, December 6, 2020 
’46 BEE—Robert R. Kaemmerer, 
Elmira, NY, December 27, 2020 
’46 BME, MS ’49—Daniel W. Milburn, 
Fort Worth, TX, December 5, 2020 
’46, BA ’45—June Saltzman Schiller, 
West Babylon, NY, December 7, 2020 
’47 BS HE—Lucille Holden Smith, 
Ilion, NY, February 12, 2021 
’48 BA—Doris King Adams, 
Poughkeepsie, NY, January 15, 2021 
’48 BA—Kenneth Z. Altshuler, 
Dallas, TX, January 6, 2021 
’48 BCE—Thomas J. Baker Jr., 
Knoxville, TN, December 10, 2020 
’48 BS Ag—Richard J. Haby, 
Lafayette, IN, December 9, 2019 
’48 BA—Margaret  Dragon Krysiak, 
Ashburn, VA, December 16, 2020 
’48 BME—Robert Strauss, 
McLean, VA, December 25, 2020 
’49 B Chem E—Walter L. Brenholts, 
Mountain Top, PA, July 12, 2020 
’49 BA—Louise Crawford Evans, 
East Windsor, CT, December 9, 2020 
’49 BA—Eunice Torlinski O’Rourke, 
Cutler Bay, FL, November 17, 2020 

1950s 
’50 MS HE—Susanna Colton Arnold, 
Gwynedd, PA, December 12, 2020 
’50, BME ’51, PhD ’58—Owen H. Griffth, 
Torrance, CA, December 3, 2020 
’50 BS HE—Mary Potter Hannon, 
Cherry Hill, NJ, December 6, 2020 
’50 BS Ag—Warren K. Lockwood, 
Rochester, NY, December 4, 2020 
’50 BS Ag—Ronald A. Ward, 
Rockville, MD, August 16, 2017 
’51 BArch—Paul H. Baren, 
Cornwall Bridge, CT, December 26, 2020 
’51—Phyllis Fein Bobrow, 
Longwood, FL, January 15, 2021 
’51 LLB—Gifford S. Cappellini, 
Dallas, PA, January 13, 2016 
’51 BS Ag—Charles W. Taylor, 
Cortland, NY, December 3, 2020 
’52, BEE ’53, MEE ’59—Elliot E. Austein, 
Levittown, PA, October 1, 2018 
’52, BME ’53—David R. Bacon, 
Webster, NY, December 18, 2020 

’52 BA—Robert A. Brenner, 
Ithaca, NY, January 12, 2021 
’52 BS Nurs—Alice Sheldon Clemens, 
Potsdam, NY, December 26, 2020 
’52 BA—Ira L. Hyams, 
Somers, NY, June 1, 2016 
’52 LLB—Norman E. Joslin, 
Buffalo, NY, December 26, 2020 
’52—Ernest Mendel, 
The Villages, FL, December 22, 2020 
’52, BCE ’53, PhD ’61—Daniel L. Pope, 
Tunkhannock, PA, January 14, 2021 
’52 LLB—Frederick Smith Jr., 
Laconia, NH, November 10, 2020 
’52 BS HE—Evelyn Kunnes Sutton, 
North Potomac, MD, January 11, 2021 
’52 BME—George W. Sutton, 
North Potomac, MD, February 13, 2021 
’53 BA—Robert P. Fitzgerald, 
State College, PA, December 29, 2020 
’53 LLB—Norman Gross, 
Longboat Key, FL, January 22, 2021 
’53 BA, MD ’57—Anne Hughes Hinton, 
Bethesda, MD, December 19, 2020 
’53 BS Ag—Edwin A. Lilienborg, 
Boise, ID, December 7, 2020 
’53, BME ’54—Jerry P. Tamarkin, 
Boca Raton, FL, December 4, 2020 
’53 BA, JD ’56—T. Preston Waterman, 
Bellport, NY, February 13, 2018 
’53, BME ’54—Frank W. Zwigard, 
Essex, CT, December 22, 2020 
’54 BA—Ronald Birkenfeld, 
Canton, MA, December 25, 2020 
’54 BS Nurs—Marjorie Eastwick Crosby, 
Bloomington, IN, January 1, 2021 
’54 BS Hotel—Robert M. James, 
Canton, TX, January 26, 2021 
’54 BA—Robert B. Keplinger Jr., 
Canton, OH, December 26, 2020 
’54, BS Ag ’55—Robert H. Lewis, 
Arkport, NY, December 17, 2020 
’54, BS Ag ’55—Ralph E. Stewart, 
Gloversville, NY, December 10, 2020 
’54 GR—Ernabelle Boulet Tallman, 
Kissimmee, FL, December 2, 2020 
’54 BS Ag—Stanley R. Wilkinson, 
Watkinsville, GA, December 11, 2020 
’54 BS HE—Sarah Sills Wright, 
Westlake, OH, December 16, 2020 
’55, BArch ’56—Allan M. Blauth, 
Gwynedd, PA, December 29, 2020 
’55, BArch ’56—Harold Foster, 
Brooklyn, NY, June 14, 2020 
’55 MEd—Cynthia Meyer Grubb, 
Sacramento, CA, December 22, 2020 
’55 BA—Wendy Witherell Hill, 
Rutland, VT, February 3, 2021 
’55, BS Hotel ’59—William D. Hillmann Jr., 
Fort Mitchell, KY, November 30, 2020 
’55, BS Ag ’56—Daniel K. Jemison, 
Versailles, NY, December 6, 2020 
’55 BA—F. Warren Kahn, 
Youngstown, NY, December 22, 2020 
’55, BArch ’56—John L. Riley, 
Saratoga Springs, NY, January 30, 2021 

’55, BS Hotel ’56, MPA ’59—Frank J. Ryan, 
Westport, CT, January 8, 2021 
’55 BS Ag—Paul H. Sammelwitz, 
West Grove, PA, January 1, 2021 
’55 PhD—Robert R. Seaney, 
Petersburg, IL, January 19, 2021 
’55 BA—Richard H. Sonet, 
New York City, December 28, 2020 
’55, BME ’60—D. Munn Steelman, 
Jenkintown, PA, September 2, 2020 
’55 BS ILR—Paul M. Wenderlich, 
Seneca Falls, NY, December 25, 2020 
’56 BA—Priscilla “Percy” Edwards Browning, 
Ithaca, NY, January 13, 2021 
’56 BS Nurs—Joan Unkelbach Bruns, 
South Burlington, VT, December 1, 2020 
’56 JD—Louis P. Contiguglia, 
Auburn, NY, January 8, 2021 
’56 MD—Robert S. Fackler, 
Canandaigua, NY, December 23, 2020 
’56 BA—Martha Boggs Gazley, 
South Burlington, VT, February 12, 2021 
’56, B Chem E ’57—George S. Gulick Jr., 
Shrewsbury, VT, January 5, 2021 
’56, BME ’57—Hamilton B. Holt II, 
Lebanon, NH, January 18, 2021 
’56, BCE ’57, MCE ’62—John G. Merkle, 
Oak Ridge, TN, January 16, 2021 
’56 BA, MD ’60—Gideon G. Panter, 
Palisades, NY, December 23, 2020 
’56 BS HE—Catherine Welch Wieschhoff, 
Midway, KY, December 26, 2020 
’57 DVM—Allan J. Ahearne, 
Warwick, NY, January 10, 2021 
’57, BCE ’58—Jeffrey A. Gorman, 
Washington, DC, January 20, 2021 
’57, BS Ag ’58—Richard B. Lacy, 
Jamesville, NY, December 30, 2020 
’58 LLB—Willard N. Belden, 
Lewiston, NY, February 19, 2021 
’58 BA—Joseph M. Fries, 
Boynton Beach, FL, December 25, 2020 
’58, BS Nurs ’59—Marjorie Kuhn Hollister, 
Mystic, CT, December 14, 2020 
’59, BEE ’60—William P. Churchill Jr., 
Carlisle, MA, January 1, 2021 
’59 MS—William B. Hipple Jr., 
Hyattsville, MD, July 19, 2019 
’59 BA—Dale Rogers Marshall, 
Piedmont, CA, January 14, 2021 
’59 BA, LLB ’62—John F. Murphy, 
West Chester, PA, February 4, 2021 
’59 BS ILR—Chris J. Valianos, 
Dunwoody, GA, December 23, 2020 
’59—Carolyn Babcock Van Leer, 
Freeville, NY, November 4, 2019 
’59 BS ILR—Kent R. Woloson, 
Ponte Vedra, FL, January 23, 2021 

1960s 
’60 MS—Klaus G. Conrad, 
Seefeld, Germany, December 23, 2020 
’60, BCE ’62—Priscilla Hu Hilt, 
Honolulu, HI, August 28, 2020 
’60, BS Ag ’63—Edgar A. King, 
Bacon Hill, NY, February 21, 2021 
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’60 BA—Thomas H. Nisbet, 
Chantilly, VA, September 15, 2020 
’60, BEE ’61, PhD ’67—Thomas W. Parks, 
Ithaca, NY, December 24, 2020 
’60, BS Ag ’61—John Pinchbeck, 
Ridgefeld, CT, December 15, 2020 
’60 MBA—T. Marshall Swartwood, 
Westtown, NY, January 14, 2021 
’60 MBA—Daniel D. Weinberger, 
Las Vegas, NV, January 18, 2021 
’61 PhD—Louise Merz Arnold, 
Kansas City, MO, December 17, 2020 
’61 BS Ag—William D. Magee, 
Nelson, NY, December 24, 2020 
’61 BS ILR—Edward L. Robbins, 
Bloomington, IN, December 28, 2020 
’61, B Chem E ’62, M Chem E ’67—John A. Sargent, 
Orinda, CA, December 4, 2020 
’61 BS Ag, DVM ’62—Ian R. Wetherly, 
Congers, NY, December 11, 2020 
’61, BCE ’62—Donald W. Whitaker, 
Hilton Head Island, SC, December 24, 2020 
’62 BS Ag—Andrew A. Duymovic, 
Bethesda, MD, November 12, 2020 
’62 PhD—Nathan A. Edelson, 
Bala Cynwyd, PA, December 27, 2020 
’62, BS Ag ’63, DVM ’64—Richard A. Frank, 
Stillwater, NY, January 24, 2021 
’62 BA, MA ’65—Carole Persing Gobert, 
Knoxville, TN, January 29, 2021 
’62 BS ILR—Marcia Goldberg Greenbaum, 
Essex, MA, January 19, 2020 
’62 BA—Anthony L. Mitch, 
Bethany, WV, November 28, 2020 
’62 BS Hotel—Rudolf W. Muenster, 
Berchtesgaden, Germany, September 29, 2020 
’62, B Chem E ’63, MD ’67—Steven A. Muller, 
Peachtree City, GA, December 26, 2020 
’62 MS—Donald J. Riehn, 
St. Louis, MO, January 4, 2021 
’62 BS HE—Suzanne Diamond Rosen, 
Roseland, NJ, January 2, 2021 
’63 MS—Donald E. Adams, 
Clarence, NY, January 5, 2021 
’63 DVM—James C. Breitenstein, 
Duanesburg, NY, December 21, 2020 
’63 PhD—G. Paul Lynch, 
Union Bridge, MD, December 31, 2020 
’63 JD—Louis F. Nawrot, 
Hansville, WA, December 7, 2020 
’63, BS Ag 64, DVM ’66—Jerald Silverman, 
Worcester, MA November 14, 2020 
’63, BME ’64—Alexis N. Sommers, 
Hollywood, FL, July 21, 2020 
’63 BEP—Saul Wasserman, 
Palo Alto, CA, December 11, 2020 
’64 BS HE—Leona Stronski Beaumont, 
Phoenix, AZ, August 1, 2020 
’64 BS Ag—Gary W. Marshall, 
Bradenton, FL, December 24, 2020 
’64, BEE ’65, PhD ’68—Charles D. Seligson, 
Morristown, NJ, November 19, 2020 
’65 MEE, PhD ’67—Franco Einaudi, 
Columbia, MD, December 10, 2020 
’65 BA—Everardo G. Goyanes, 
Austin, TX, March 30, 2020 
’65 BA—Courtlan C. Hazelton, 
Tyler, TX, January 29, 2021 

’65 MA, PhD ’68—John K. Whitmore, 
Ann Arbor, MI, November 14, 2020 
’66 BA—Maryann Bruchac Lynch, 
Greenfeld Center, MA, January 3, 2021 
’66, BA ’67—John A. Palladino, 
San Francisco, CA, February 1, 2021 
’66 BS Ag—Thomas R. Southworth, 
Lancaster, NH, February 16, 2019 
’67 BS ORIE, PhD ’75—Robert Blau, 
Dobbs Ferry, NY, February 10, 2021 
’67 PhD—Joseph P. Brown, 
Palo Alto, CA, November 10, 2020 
’67 MA—John C. Hanauer, 
Kingman, AZ, September 16, 2020 
’67 BS Ag—Charles A. Heinberg, 
Stoughton, MA, December 21, 2020 
’68 BS Ag—Robert J. Butkovich, 
Tarrytown, NY, December 23, 2020 
’68 BA—R. James Kirkpatrick, 
East Lansing, MI, January 7, 2021 
’68, BA ’69, MAT ’70, JD ’74—Carol Cheney Wanagel, 
Freeville, NY, February 15, 2021 
’69 BS Ag—T. Lawrence Doyle, 
Chicago, IL, November 30, 2020 
’69 BS Ag—Dan T. Gardner, 
Union Springs, NY, January 3, 2021 
’69 MBA—S. Walker McCune IV, 
Atlanta, GA, February 3, 2020 
’69 PhD—Don B. Sullenger, 
Centerville, OH, December 28, 2020 

1970s 
’70 BS/MBA—Alvin H. Chin, 
Burke, VA, November 17, 2020 
’70 MBA—Edward C. Telling Jr., 
Cortland, NY, February 20, 2021 
’71 JD—Gregory J. Angelini, 
Leominster, MA, November 28, 2020 
’71 BS ILR—Robert B. Beleson, 
New York City, December 29, 2020 
’71 JD—Douglas C. Bowman, 
Warminster, PA, February 9, 2021 
’71 MD—Jeffrey J. Eckardt, 
Los Angeles, CA, November 13, 2020 
’71-72 GR—Robert G. Futrell Jr., 
Eden, NC, December 25, 2020 
’71 MILR, PhD ’75—Manuel A. Mena, 
Oswego, NY, December 5, 2020 
’72 BME, MME ’73—Charles F. Braun, 
Midlothian, VA, January 19, 2021 
’72 BEE—James J. Erickson, 
Hawthorne, CA, December 17, 2020 
’72 BA, JD ’75—Linda Greer Spooner, 
Temple Hills, MD, July 12, 2018 
’73 BA—Louise Penniman Rotholz, 
Fancy Gap, VA, December 18, 2020 
’74 MA, PhD ’79—Ronald Aqua, 
Austin, TX, January 2, 2021 
’74 BS Hotel—Kirk M. Beckert, 
Richardson, TX, December 13, 2020 
’74 MS, PhD ’76—Edmund M. Clarke Jr., 
Mount Lebanon, PA, December 22, 2020 
’74 BS Ag—Donna Philbrick Liao, 
Winchendon, MA, September 2, 2019 
’74 MA, PhD ’76—Walter S. Misiolek, 
Tuscaloosa, AL, December 4, 2020 

’74 BS Ag—Carl D. Rugg, 
College Station, TX, December 25, 2020 
’75 BS HE—Amy Cohen Banker, 
Nyack, NY, April 4, 2019 
’75 MS Ag—David A. Jacobsen, 
Cortland, NY, May 6, 2018 
’75 BA—Sonia Prado Kjergaard, 
Springfeld, MA, December 8, 2020 
’75 BS Ag—Thomas J. Martin, 
Britton, SD, December 27, 2020 
’75 BS Ag—Stephen W. Shupp, 
Danville, PA, January 27, 2021 
’77 BS Ag—Margaret E. Tome, 
Tucson, AZ, January 1, 2021 
’78 JD—Jean Seibert Stucky, 
Potomac, MD, November 7, 2020 
’79 B Chem E—Yuehon Chan, 
New York City, November 23, 2020 
’79 BS Ag—Cindy Sweetland Fitzgerald, 
Groton, NY, January 28, 2017 

1980s 
’81 BA—Josephine M. Daluga, 
Henderson, NV, August 11, 2020 
’81 BS Mat Sci—Kathleen Golden Dussault, 
Richmond, VA, January 28, 2021 
’81 MRP—Vincent Marsh, 
Palm Springs, CA, February 20, 2021 
’81 BA—Steven L. Weinreb, 
West Hartford, CT, March 17, 2019 
’82 BA—Fred M. Carter II, 
Mattituck, NY, November 19, 2020 
’83 MD—Tyr O. Wilbanks, 
Old Greenwich, CT, December 3, 2020 
’84 BME—Thomas C. Knight, 
Hellertown, PA, December 23, 2020 
’85 MS, PhD ’90—Philip D. Hren, 
Cary, NC, February 8, 2021 
’86 MEE—William E. Strasser, 
Montara, CA, September 14, 2020 
’88 BS Ag—Suzanne Lanning Mack, 
Hector, NY, January 31, 2021 

1990s 
’91 BS Ag—Andrew I. Brooks, 
Roebling, NJ, January 23, 2021 
’94 BS Hotel—John D. Bradway, 
Lantana, FL, January 8, 2021 
’97 BS HE—Ilana Graf, 
Hartsdale, NY, February 16, 2021 
’98 BS Hotel—Alexander C. White, 
Woodstock, GA, December 16, 2020 
’99 BA—Stefanie A.M. Bender, 
Pittsburgh, PA, January 26, 2021 
’99 BS Ag—Alex A. Haliasos, 
Washington, DC, December 24, 2020 

2000s 
’02 LLM/JD—Sanjay N. Beri, 
Sterling, VA, January 12, 2021 
’09 BS Ag—Robert G. Calvert, 
Basking Ridge, NJ, January 12, 2021 
’09 MRP—Joseph A. Rukus Jr., 
Jonesboro, AR, December 28, 2020 

2020s 
’23—Matthew P. Crovella, 
Manlius, NY, January 31, 2021 

To access the expanded Alumni Deaths section, go to: cornellalumnimagazine.com 
(“Alumni Deaths” under the CURRENT ISSUE tab). 
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https://cornellalumnimagazine.com


96 C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E    

MJ21_cornelliana_PROOF_4.indd  96MJ21_cornelliana_PROOF_4.indd  96 5/4/21  6:31 PM5/4/21  6:31 PM

   
 
  
 

          
 
 
 

       
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 

 

           
 

 

  
  

C O R N E L L I A N A

Turning the Page 
After more than 120 years, 
CAM says farewell

 Cornell Alumni Magazine has never been a typical alumni 
publication. Founded in 1899 to—in the words of the 
debut issue—“refect faithfully and especially for alumni 

the present life at the University” and to “keep the alumni in-
formed as fully and as accurately as possible about the where-
abouts and doings of Cornell men and women,” it was from 
the beginning a separate entity from the institution it covers. 
In a phrase coined by one of its past editors, CAM—or, as it 
was known for most of its frst century, the Cornell Alumni 
News—sought to chronicle Cornell and Cornellians with “sym-
pathetic objectivity,” offering its readers an unvarnished view 
of the University they love so well. 

Over the decades, CAM won numerous awards includ-
ing—twice, in 1997 and 1999—the Sibley, the top honor in 
the feld of alumni magazines; in 2017, it won a best cover nod 
from the American Society of Magazine Editors, a rare alumni 
publication to be so recognized. CAM profled thousands of 
Cornellians, from the world-famous to the merely remarkable. 
It covered events both joyful and challenging—from myriad 
Commencements and Reunions to the 1969 takeover of Willard 
Straight Hall to the 9/11 terrorist attacks that took the lives of 
some two dozen alumni, each of whom was memorialized in 
an obituary in our news pages. 

But like print publications everywhere, CAM has seen its sub-
scriptions decline in recent decades. The magazine now reaches 
only about 5 percent of living alumni, and last year, it fnal-
ly became clear that CAM’s longtime operational model was 
not sustainable. That’s why the current issue is the last in our 
traditional form as a predominantly print publication. 

When the Alumni News began at the close of the nineteenth 
century, it was all about the written word: it was densely packed 
with columns of information and few images. Over the course of 
more than a century‚ it evolved to become a full-color magazine 
with a sophisticated, reader-friendly design—one that, we hope, 
can stand head and shoulders with many newsstand offerings. 
Now, it’s time for another change: while CAM is concluding, the 
University is launching a new online alumni communications 
“hub” with input from an alumni advisory board. It will include 
not only the kind of vibrant, journalistic coverage you’ve come 
to expect from CAM, but also multimedia offerings not possi-
ble in print. And for those who prefer to read about Cornell on 
the page, a print version will be made available by subscription. 

For myself and all of CAM’s staff—several of whom have been 
in their posts for more than a quarter-century—it has been an 
honor to showcase the astonishingly high-achieving alumni, fac-
ulty, staff, and students of one of the world’s great universities. 
We know that Cornellians will continue to do great things— 
and that their alma mater will continue to celebrate them. n 

Jenny Barnett 
Editor & Publisher 
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 sunset dance in the gazebo is so much more than a perfect ending to the day. It’s also 
the perfect place for Bayonne, a competitive dancer, to practice the smooth steps of her 
newest routine.
     The 105-acre campus of Kendal at Ithaca provides the perfect backdrop for waltzing through 
retirement and staying connected to the care one may need someday. Until then, Bayonne takes it 
one graceful step at a time. And, from here, the story just keeps getting better. 

Come for a visit and tell us your story. Call 1-800-253-6325 or go to kai.kendal.org to learn more. 

2230 N. Triphammer Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850 

A not-for-proÿt continuing care retirement community serving older adults in the Quaker tradition. ©2014 KENDAL 

A sunset dance in the gazebo is so much more than a perfect ending to the day. It’s also 
the perfect place for Bayonne, a competitive dancer, to practice the smooth steps of her 
newest routine.  
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KENDAL at Ithaca 
Together, transforming the experience of aging~ 
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ONLINE. BLENDED. 
CUSTOM TO YOUR NEEDS. 

We make i t  easy for  you to develop leaders in 
your organizat ion,  foster a culture of divers i ty,  

and bui ld teams with the ski l ls  that  dr ive results .  
Explore 80+ high-impact professional cert i f icate 

programs created by faculty experts at  
Cornel l Univers i ty.  

Market ing •  Leadership •  Data Science 
Business and Finance •  Technology •  Engineer ing 

Project Management •  Hospital i ty 
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