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From David Skorton 

A Balanced Budget and Beyond 

D erails of Cornell's financial siruation have become 
clearer during rhe spring semesrer, and we have 
had ro make many difficult decisions to put rhe 
University on a path to a balanced budget and a 

more cerrain financial fururc. Fortu-
narely, we have exceptional leader
ship, including our academic deans, 
deparrmcnr chairs, and vice presi
dents. I remain confident of our 
collective ability to re-imagine the 
Universit)' in ways that will nor only 
get us through rhe immediarc crisis, 
bur also place us on a sounder long
term course, wirh our excellence 
undiminished and our commirmenr 
to srudcnr access preserved. 

A number of factors have com
bined to produce budget deficits 
both on the Ithaca campus and at 
Weill Cornell Medical College 
(WCMC) in ew York City. If 
unchecked, our trajectory would 
bring us soon to an annual deficir 
exceeding $228 million. Of this amount, a possible deficit of 
approximately $13 million could occur at WC1v1C, mainly 
related to a decline in endowment performance and a decrease 
in clinical revenues, if the rate of growth is less rhan originally 
anricipated. On the Ithaca campus, about $80 million of the 
deficit is due to rhe decline in endowment performance. With the 

approval of the Board of 
Trustees, we are withdrawing
from rhc endowment another 
$35 million a year, for a few
years, to further enhance our 
need-based financial aid for
undergraduates and remain one 
of the most economicallr diverse 
campuses in our category of uni
versities. The remaining $ I00
million of the projected annual 
deficit is the result of significanrly 
less growth or real declines in 
many of the major revenue
screams (srare funding, federal 
research funding, philanthropy, 
and short-term investment earn
ings) that support important and 
strategic construction projects 
and other initiatives that the Uni
versity has under way. 

As part of an overall man
agement philosophy that will require us to live within our 
means, we are reducing budgets across the Ithaca campus and 
in New York City. We have cancelled some faculty searches, and 
we have instituted an external non-faculty employee hiring 

'Aswe go for
ward, we will 
maintain a high 
degree of trans
parency so that 
you will know 
what we're 
thinking and be 
able to share in 
the dialogue.' 

pause in Ithaca in an efforr to fill open positions from among 
ur current sraff, giving first priority to rhose whose current jobs 
re being eliminated. 

\Y/e have also instituted a construction pause in Ithaca that in 
general will be in place at least 
through the spring semester. By the 
time this column appears, I antici
pate that some construction and ren
ovation projects will have gone for
ward, bur make no misrake: Cornell 
will do much less construction in the 
years immediately ahead. 

In addition, we are using 
reservesto pay down lines of credit 
that were csrablished for a variety of 
operating and project needs across 
the University. And we are reducing 
the payout from our cndowmenr to 
more closely match the decrease in 
the size and earning power of our 
long-term invesrmenr pool. 

To protect the corpus of our 
endowment and ensure adequate 

significant amount of our long-term 
quid investments and have recently 

o
a

liquidity, we have moved a 
invested funds into more li
sold $500 million of taxable bonds to supply additional work
ing capital. The positive response to this bond offering reflects 
the confidence of the financial services communit)' and the 
broader markers in Cornell's future. 

Ultimately, the University will have to maintain flexibility to 
pursue the kinds of bold initiatives that have kept us in rhe cop 
echelon of worldwide higher education. Living within our means 
while still renewing and extending our excellence in teaching, 
research, and extension to the world represenrs a problem of 
enormous dimensions. 

To lead us through rhis period of re-examination, Provost 
Kenr Fuchs is implementing a rigorous srraregic planning process 
that will touch every u11it and cut across the arbitrary lines that 
divide us. This process will be rapid and efficient bur also broadly 
consultative, and it will help us focus on our highest priorities. 

As we go forward, we will maintain a high degree of trans
parenC)' so that you will know what we're thinking and be able 
to share in the dialogue. With leadership from Associate Vice 
President for Alumni Affairs Chris Marshall, Vice President for 
Alumni Affairs and Development Charlie Phlegar, and Vice Pres
ident for Universit)' Communications Tommy Bruce, we are 
embarking on a variety of initiatives to increase and improve our 
interaction with alumni. This spring, we initiated virtual con
versations in which l have been able to reach out in an interac
tive way to alumni beyond Ithaca. Through this mechanism and 
through the pages of CAM, I look forward to your guidance and 
support as we work together to build an even berrer, stronger, 
and more forward-looking Cornell. 

- President David Skorto11 
david.skorto11@cor11ell.ed11 
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The Big Picture 

I 

Every Dragon Has Its Day 
A giant maroon beast-made of steel rods, chicken wire, 
card~oard, and fabric-paraded across campus in March for 
t~e Jnnual Dragon Day celebration. But this year, the dragon 
d · n't meet its traditional fiery end, thanks to new state 
envirnnmental restrictions on open burning; architecture stu

"'- dents had to settle for immolating a "nest" of lumber, hay, 
arid a faux dragon's egg. After confronting the Engineering 
college's phoenix, the dragon (designed by Kyle Schumann 
'13) was safely returned to Rand Hall. 1N>SArn•0w.,,.,...,."" 





Correspondence 

Straight Up 
Alumni still divided over the events of April 1969 

I found the March/April 2009 issue to be 
outstanding. As for the cover story, "Get
ting It Straight" by Beth Saulnier-really 
well written. It was so good, it made me 
angry all over again. 

Arthur Berger '52 
Kew Gardens, New York 

Your article about the takeover of Willard 
Straight Hall by African American stu
dents is a shocking example of irresponsi
ble journalism. It romanticizes what was 
not a genuine civil rights protest but a 
publicity stunt by immature students. Cor
nell lost a great president, Jim Perkins; sev
eral faculty members resigned in disgust; 
many alumni were afraid to send their 
children to Cornell; and, most tragically, a 
distinguished professor, Clinton Rossiter 
'39, ended his life in 1970 after being 
ridiculed by his colleagues and students for 
reversing his position on clemency for the 
students who took over the Straight. 

Far from "getting it straight," your 
revisionist history glorifies a violent 
takeover that was contrary to every teach
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. It does 
a serious disservice to the many people 
who fought and died for racial justice in 
America, including our fellow Cornellian 
Mickey Schwerner '61, who was killed in 
the 1964 civil rights murders in Missis
sippi. Shame on you! 

Roger Stetter '68 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

As an adjunct professor in art history, I 
had agreed to be on campus, available to 
parents, over that April 1969 weekend. 
About 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, I tele
phoned the Straight to confirm the hour 
of that day's luncheon and was utterly 
surprised to hear someone say calmly, 
"There will be no Parents Weekend events 
here today; the Afro-American students 

are occupying the building." Recognizing 
the seriousness of this news, I asked about 
the reason for the takeover. My recollec
tion of the reply is that the black students 
didn't feel welcome at the Straight, and, 
furthermore, they felt threatened by fra
ternities that kept conspicuous gun cases 
handy at their front doors. All of this was 
said in reasoned tones, and I could do no 
more than sympathize with their concerns 
and urge calm. 

Monday morning classes proceeded as 
usual, though all were aware that there 
had been a real "happening" on Saturday, 
even though no one knew quite what it 
meant. Word of mouth let it be known 
that guns had been around, but no phys
ical injury had resulted. President Perkins 
was quietly in charge; he and his staff 
would deal with the potentially explosive 
situation. From the sidelines, I could only 
applaud James Perkins-there were no 
wounded or dead bodies to memorialize, 
and I was sorry he felt obliged to resign 
as president. Further, I applauded the 
aggrieved and impassioned youth who 
had listened to reason and reined in their 
turn toward violence. Honor at Cornell 
had been upheld, and as a Cornellian I 
felt deeply grateful to the known and 

unknown persons who had made 
that possible. 

Ernestine King, MA '68 
Topsham, Maine 

It defies all logic or reason as to 
why the alumni magazine keeps 
re-visiting the single most shame
fu I episode in Cornell's history. 
The participants in the takeover 
were all guilty of at least one 
criminal act. Cornell's response, if 
one can call it that, was marked 
by the cowardly and spineless 
non-leadership of President Per

kins, who took entirely too long to resign. 
That Tom Jones '69, MPR '72 went on to 
become the head of TIAA/CREF does not 
negate the fact that in the spring of 1969 
he was nothing more than an armed thug. 
That he can seriously state that Barack 
Obama would not be president today 
without what happened at Cornell in 
1969 is so far beyond self-aggrandizement 
and hubris as to be in the realm of science 
fiction. 

Lon Benamy '65 
Brooklyn, New York 

I was a freshman during the takeover, and 
the episode has haunted me all these 
decades. I came to Cornell from a conser
vative white ethnic neighborhood in Brook
lyn, and I have joked that, naive in the 
ways of the Ivy League, I took the whole 
thing to be what happened in such schools 
in the spring. But of course the events were 
immensely upsetting-it felt something like 
the Cuban Missile Crisis on campus during 
the tensest days-and I have come, over 
the years, to view the episode as a totally 
unnecessary disaster, both for the Univer
sity and for the progressive left. 

I knew several of the black students 
who took over the Straight reasonably 
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well from basketball games on the U
Halls court. They were from the city, as I 
was, and if I felr more than a lirrle out of 
place on an upsrare campus, it was easy 
ro imagine rheir more profound alien
ation. I believe rhar rheir isolation from 
any larger black community pushed these 
studenrs inro extremely confrontational 
modes of behavior, as a way of proving tO 

themselves that rhey could keep pace wirh 
the harder-edged forms of protest being 
practiced by black radicals in the urban 
areas. Bur was rhar level of confronration 
at an extreme)), liberal and accomrnoda
tionist universiry necessary to achieve their 
goals? From this distance, the risk that 
those studenrs submitted themselves and 
many others to by smuggling guns inro 
the Straight, and then marching ouc wirh 
those firearms held high, seems insane. 
The AAS had been purchasing rifles 
throughout rhe semester? Why, for God's 
sake? And can we spare a thought for 
those poor parenrs hustled out of the 
building in the middle of the night? 

Tom Jones's srarement rhat "I do not 
think Barack Obama would be president 
roday without what we did in Willard 
Straight Hall in 1969" is one of the most 
blinkered and stunningly self-serving 
claims I have ever encountered. In point 
of fact, the dangerous posturing and idio
cies of the student left gave the right all 
the ammunition it needed to roll back the 
liberal political agenda. One of the signa
ture political books of our era was Allan 
Bloom's surprise 1987 bestseller The Clos
ing of the American Mind, which stands 
ro the culrure wars as Pearl Harbor stands 
to World War II. The left was caught 
with its ideological defenses down, and 
we would do well ro conremplare that the 
burr under Professor Bloom's saddle was 
the Straight takeover and all rhat led up 
ro it. A tenured professor at Cornell, he 
resigned in 1970 in disgust and made 
erudite and reactionary hay from those 
events. Rather than take credit for a sig
nal triumph of progressive politics, Tom 
Jones might consider apologizing for mak
ing it thar much harder ro achieve with his 
ill-advised actions as ·a young firebrand. 

Gerald Howard '72 
Tuxedo Park, Neu; York 

f was overwhelmed ro read the article on 
the Straight takeover. As the wife of Jack 
Musick, Cornell's head football coach at 
the time, I found myself in the thick of that 
event. I believe we had three African 
American players in the building and four 
outside. Rumors were thick, and the 
young men were greatly disturbed by the 
idea that white "vigilantes" might be com
ing after them. Jack and I went ro the 
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hospitality in the heart of Manhattan. As 
a Member of The Cornell Club, you may: 

• Book an overnight stay in one of the 
48 Guest Rooms 

, Dine with friends and colleagues in 
one of the 2 Dining Rooms 

, Sponsor business meetings or host 
personal gatherings in one of The 
Club's 5elegant Banquet Facilities 

• Check email and voicemail messages 
or just catch up on some work in the 
Business Center 

• Retreat to the Andrew Dickson White 
Libraryor Cayuga Lounge to escape 
from the streets of Manhattan in the 
middle of the afternoon 

• Attend the theater, US Open, and other 
events with Club-Procured Tickets 

• Reunite with classmates or meet 
colleagues at various Club Programs 
and Events 

•Workout in The Club's Health & 
Fitness Center (with a daily pass or 
quarterly membership) 

• Visit one of the 90 Reciprocal Clubs 
around the world while traveling with 
friends and family 

For more information on the 
different types of membership 
for alumni, family members of 

Cornellians, and faculty and staff, 
please contact Samantha Ng '04 at 

212.692.1380 or 
s.ng@cornellclubnyc.com 

or visit www.cornellclubnyc.com. 

When contacting The Club, please mention this 
ad to receive a special gift with your membership. 

The Cornell Club-New York 
6 East 44th Street 

(between Fifth and Madison avenues) 
New York, NY 10017 

black players' apartment and sat up all 
night playing Monopoly with them. We 
were all very jittery. We also were busy the 
next day trying to inform the parents of all 
of the players about events in as accurate 
a way as we could. We hoped to mitigate 
what we perceived as some of the media 
inaccuracies. That was a critical time, as 
was the first practice when all players, 
black and white, were once again working 
together as the Cornell football team. 

I was a forty-two-year-old Cornell stu
dent taking a course in painting from 
Alan D' Arcangel 0, who encouraged me to 
"go bigger than life." My first large-scale 
painting was a portrait of Jack (which 
now hangs in Schoellkopf Hall). My sec
ond effort was a series I painted reflecting 
on the Straight takeover and the political 
events of the late Sixties. I painted police 
brutality, assassination, burning and loot
ing, and the Vietnam War. I gave one 
piece to the new Africana Center that was 
subsequently burned to the ground by an 
act of arson. It was reported to me that 
the canister of fuel was placed directly 
below my painting and ignited. 

Thank you for giving me the opportu
nity to reflect on those tumultuous times. 
I come down on the side of Cornellians 
that feel those events were an opportunity 
for redress of some serious wrongs done to 
a significant part of our population, and a 
chance for Cornell to grow and contribute 
to the benefit of our society. 

Pat Musick Carr, MA '73, PhD '74 
Manchester Center, Vermont 

What I never have understood is why 
these people were not arrested and prose
cuted for assault and reckless endanger
ment-at the very least expelled from the 
University forever! Instead, we lost a very 
good man, Steve Muller, PhD '58 [vice 
president for public affairs], who went on 
to become president of Johns Hopkins. 
How come Steve Muller and Jim Perkins 
had to leave and not those thugs? 

Tom Nisbet '60 
Alexandria, Virginia 

The takeover of Willard Straight Hall in 
April 1969 was shameful and knocked 
Cornell down from the pedestal on which 
it rested, in my opinion, as a leading uni
versity. I was shocked in 1969 and again 
in 2009. 

Art Behrer '48 
New Bern, North Carolina 

Naming Opportunity? 
After reading the article about Goldwin 
Smith ("Goldwin Smith: Anti-Semite?" 
Currents, March/April 2009), I found it 

hard to respond-yet I felt a need to 
respond. The sad thing is that I thought it 
was necessary to disclose my religion and 
ethnicity, just to make sure that my opin
ions were not misinterpreted. I am Epis
copalian and part Irish, English, and Ger
man. Having given my ethnic background, 
I want to say that I have a serious prob
lem with keeping Smith's name on a 
building knowing that he was an 
acknowledged anti-Semite. He may have 
been a key instructor during the founding 
of the University. Even so, can't we just 
quietly do some renovations that require 
a new naming opportunity that would 
change the building's name? I had classes 
in the building and spent numerous hours 
drinking coffee there, but I don't feel one 
bit of nostalgia that requires that we con
tinue to keep the building with the same 
name if, in fact, it honors a known anti
Semite. That is not what our university is 
about. We should not honor this man just 
because he happened to be at Cornell at 
its moment of inception. 

William Miller '73 
Fairfield, New Jersey 

Glenn Altschuler, PhD '76, and Isaac 
Kramnick wrote informatively of Goldwin 
Smith's anti-Semitism. As an undergradu
ate, I learned about another of Smith's 
biases. In the fall of my sophomore year, 
I took an American history course taught 
by Professor Curtis Nettles. When we 
returned for the spring term and went to 
our lecture room in Goldwin Smith Hall, 
signs on the door directed us to report to 
Boardman Hall (where Olin Library now 
stands) for the first lecture. Professor Net
tles, whose primary interest was the Rev
olutionary War period, lectured quite 
vociferously on Goldwin Smith having 
Tory sympathies and regretting that 
Britain had lost the war. He concluded by 
saying he would never again lecture in 
Goldwin Smith Hall. 

Lonnie Hanauer '56, MD '60 
West Orange, New Jersey 

Free Ride 
I was intrigued by the article about the 
prospect for pod car service in Ithaca 
("Catching a Lift," Currents, March/April 
2009). In 1967, when I was working for 
Stanford Research Institute, we had a 
large contract with the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development to for
mulate and evaluate advanced concepts 
for urban transportation. One of my 
chores was to investigate the potential for 
networks of small automated cars. A 
number of proposals had been made, but 
none of these had been carried beyond the 
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image of a small car traveling down an 
exclusive guideway. No one had yet seen 
fit to deal with the full random variability 
of urban travel. We addressed the prob
lems of merging and separating streams of 
cars traveling between diverse origins and 
destinations; analytical applications for a 
small city (Palo Alto, California) and a 
large city (Minneapolis-St. Paul, Min
nesota) were postulated and used to 
develop quantitative system performance 
requirements and to estimate costs. Unfor
tunately, in 1967 the computer hardware 
and software were not up to the task, but 
we boldly predicted that its day would 
come. What better place for an introduc
tory U.S. trial than Ithaca? 

Paul Jones, BME '51 
Atherton, California 

Protecting Public 
Education 
I want to thank President Skorton for 
expressing his support for public higher 
education in New York State (From 
David Skorton, March/April 2009). 
After graduating from Cornell, I came 
to SUNY Stony Brook as a PhD student 
in Latin American history. I am honored 
to be part of the incredible public mis
sion of the State University of New 
York and the service it provides to thou
sands of undergraduates, graduates, 
continuing education students, and 
everyday citizens. 

President Skorton is correct in stating 
that SUNY provides an invaluable service 
to the state. Unfortunately, he is also cor
rect in his description of the large funding 
cuts and their potentially devastating 
results. New York has raised SUNY 
tuition only to divert a majority of these 
funds to fill budgetary needs in non-edu
cational spending. These actions result in 
an unfair and indirect tax on SUNY stu
dents while they suffer from debilitating 
cuts in classes, scholarships, and impor
tant capital and maintenance needs. All 
Cornell alumni who are New York resi
dents should urge their state representa
tives and Governor Paterson to reconsider 
these drastic cuts to public education in 
this state. 

Mark Rice '07 
Stony Brook, New York 

Correction-March/ April 2009 
"Hot Topic," page 58: The article states 
that Cornell generated 319,000 metric tons 
of greenhouse gases in 2009. The amount 
is correct, but the year should be 2008. 
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The Savage Club of Ithaca 
Presents its 114t" Annual Show 

"A Night on the Town" 
Family Entertainment 

(with fun for all) 
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Adirondacks: Peninsula with a mile of shoreline, 
classic timbered lodge, full boathouse with historic 
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Letter from Ithaca 

Four Eventful Years 
Looking back on two terms as CAF president 

W hen I became president of the Cornell 
Alumni Federation (CAF) in May 2005, 
chang~s were ~!ready happening. The long
tune vice presi-

dent of Alumni Affairs and Develop
ment (AAD), Inge Reichenbach, had 
resigned in April to take a position as 
vice president for development at 
Yale. As much as her departure sent 
waves through the Cornell cornmu
nity, the coming changes were even 
more dramatic. During his speech on 
Reunion Weekend in June 2005, Pres
ident Jeffrey Lehman '77 announced 
that he was resigning, and Peter 
Meinig '61, chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, told the still-stunned audi
ence that President Emeritus Hunter 
Rawlings had agreed to serve as 
interim president while a search was 
conducted for Lehman's successor. 

Most of the subsequent changes, 
while important for the future of 
Cornell, have been a bit less dramatic. They include the hiring of 
Charlie Phlegar as vice president for AAD, the successful search 

that culminated in the instal
lation of David Skorton as 
Cornell's rwelfrh president on 
a glorious September day in 
2006, the departure of long
time Alumni Affairs director 
Mary Berens '73 (now a 
development officer), and the 
hiring of Chris Marshall as 
associate vice president for 
Alumni Affairs. And let's nor 

j forget the launch of the "Far 
f Above ... " capital cam
f§ paign, the creation of a new 

master plan, and-closer to 
home-the developing rela
tionship between the Univer-

sity and Come/I Alumni Magazine that helps to support rhe 
CAM Online website. 

So many changes could be cause for concern, but from my 
viewpoint, Cornell is in good hands. We're indebted to Hunter 

Rawlings for his service in 2005-06; he acted with confidence to 
calm anxious alumni and staff, support the presidential search, 
and keep the University moving forward. I've had the good for-

tune to spend a litrle time with 
David Skorton and his wife, Robin 
Davisson, and it's clear that David 
cares deeply for Cornell, and his 
actions are guided by ·a desire to 
keep it a strong and dynamic insti
tution. Ir's also clear that Robin is a 
very supportive partner in that 
effort. Charlie Phlegar has brought 
considerable experience and a fresh 
vision to AAD; his enthusiasm for 
Cornell is readily apparent whenever 
he talks with alumni. And the 
energy that we on the search com
mittee immediately recognized in 
Chris Marshall has shown itself in 
his whirlwind activities to meet 
alumni, work with staff in the col
leges and units, develop a strategic 
plan, empower staff and alumni to 

conduct program-specific analyses ... and get married while all 
that was in process. 

The eventful times have continued with the economic decline 
and its far-reaching impact on Cornell and rhe capital campaign. 
Chris Marshall's exciting vision for Alumni Affairs-which has 
generated energy and enthusiasm among the staff and the alumni 
who have read his strategic plan (see page 65)-must be imple
mented in stages, as Cornell copes with reduced resources to fund 
such programs. But a number of exciting new initiatives are 
indeed under way. 

I retire from the CAF presidency on May 16. My successor, 
Nancy Abrams Dreier '86, has been an active member of the 
CAF Board for many years, including two terms as a vice presi
dent. She's energetic in her commitment to Cornell and the Fed
eration, and has offered me valuable counsel on issues that the 
board has addressed in recent years. As a resident of California 
(and previously of Florida), she also brings a perspective that 
rhose of us who live within a few hours travel from Ithaca will 
benefit from hearing. It's been an honor to serve as president and 
to work with so many great people on the CAF Board and in 
Alumni Affairs. I ask them to continue their support for Nancy
and I wish her a noticeably less eventful term in office! 

- Roi( Frantz '66, ME '67 
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Campus News 

Fromthe Hill 

Weills Give $170 Million 

Longtime University benefactors Joan and Sanford Weill '55 have 
made a $170 million cash payment to the Medical college, opting 
to fulfill their pledge now-at a time when many nonprofits are 
struggling to raise funds during the economic downturn-rather 
than via a bequest after their deaths. The gift goes toward the 
Medical college's $1.3 billion capital campaign. 

The Weills have structured the gift to offer a challenge to other 
potential donors: for each $1.50 given to support the college's new 
research building, $1 of the Weills' gift will be allocated. The chal
lenge is meant to encourage other donors by making naming oppor
tunities more accessible. For example, a donor giving $150,000 to 
the building project would have a naming opportunity equal to a 
gift of $250,000. "The world has changed in the past six months," 
says Weill, chairman of the college's Board of Overseers. "In order 
to ensure that the research building project moves forward, we 
decided to make our gift available to other donors who may be 
holding back." Todate, the Weills and their family foundation have 
given more than $500 million to Cornell; the Medical college is 
named in their honor. 

AAD Closes Regional Offices, 
Cuts Personnel 
In March, responding to both an internal "strategic planning" 
process and mandated budget cuts, vice president for alumni 
affairs and development Charlie Phlegar announced a major 
reorganization of the division. Regional offices will be closed in 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Boston, Houston, Miami, and San Fran
cisco-leaving only the one in New York City-and there will be 
significant staff reductions in Ithaca. In all, forty-one AAD 
employees have been or will be laid off; thirty-five positions are 
also being eliminated through attrition or reassignment. "These 
were difficult decisions that were carefully and thoughtfully 
made," says Phlegar. "Every effort was made to balance the 
sincere concern we have for our current employees with the finan
cial realities we face." As part of the reorganization, eight major 
gift officers will move from University Development to the col
leges and units, some AAD operations will be shifted to other 
divisions, and there will be "strategic investment" in alumni 
programs, with an emphasis on better use of technology for 
communicating with graduates. 

"'""'""'"' 
Manhattan project: The Medical college's namesakes and longtime benefactors made another major gift. 
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Alum Charged in Madoff 
Investment Scheme 
David Friehling '81 has been charged with six counts of securities 
fraud in connection with Bernard Madoffs $65 billion Ponzi 
scheme. The auditor was released on $2.5 million bail after surren
dering at a federal courthouse in Manhattan in mid-March. His 
three-person accounting firm, Friehling & Horowitz, was responsi
ble for certifying Madoff Investment Securities' finances. While 
Friehling has not been accused of being directly involved in the 
fraud that swindled 4,800 investors out of their savings, he was 
charged with deceiving authorities for falsely claiming that he had 
checked Madoffs books. "He did little or no testing, no verifica
tion of the 'facts' he certified," said the head of New York's FBI 
office. If convicted, Friehling could be sentenced to as many as 
105 years in prison. 

Campus Libraries Face 
Cutbacks, Closure 
Cornell's Physical Sciences Library will close at the end of the 
academic year, the victim of budget cuts and the shift toward elec
tronic resources. The Clark Hall facility, one of the University 
Library's twenty units, will continue to have an online presence. 
"We will flex, reach out in many directions, and think well beyond 
the traditional branch library model as we reshape this library, its 
collections, and services to support the evolving research environ
ment for the twenty-first century,'' says Leah Solla, MS '97, the 
library's coordinator. 

In April, the University Library announced across-the-board 
cuts for 2010, calling for a 7 percent reduction in funding for new 
materials in the endowed colleges. The change will affect the 
acquisition of books, journal subscriptions, access to online data
bases, audiovisual purchases, and rare manuscripts, among other 
areas. "We won't be cutting things wholesale," says associate uni
versity librarian John Saylor. "We're examining our buying plans 
very carefully and are making strategic decisions that take the 
diverse needs of the various disciplines into account." In the cur
rent fiscal year, the University spent $13.5 million on acquisitions 
in the endowed colleges. 

Investors Snap Up CU Bonds 
As part of its economic recovery plan, Cornell issued $500 million 
in taxable bonds in March-and they sold out in less than half an 
hour. The bonds were rated AA by Standard and Poor's. Says Presi
dent David Skorton: "This approach-which is similar, though more 
modest in size, to that being utilized by other large universities
will alleviate pressure on the endowment and other sources of 
funding as may be necessary over the next several years to meet 
operating shortfalls and other potential liquidity needs." 

Hundreds Take Early Retirement 
All of the 432 staff who applied for early retirement under a Univer
sity cost-saving initiative have been approved, vice president for 
human resources Mary Opperman announced in April. Open to non
professorial employees in the endowed and statutory colleges, the 
Staff Retirement Incentive Program applied to workers aged fifty
five and up with at least ten years of service. It offered a one-time 
payment of a year's salary, three years of retirement contributions 
by the University, and enrollment in the usual benefits programs 
open to retirees. Participants must retire by June 30 and cannot 
return to a benefits-eligible position at Cornell for three years. 

R01361'T8AArlERIUP 

Highlanders on the Hill: 
CU's New Tartan 
Tothe sound of bagpipes playing the alma mater, the Univer
sity unveiled its new tartan at the Cornell Design League 
Fashion Show in April-making it the first Ivy League school 
to have its own plaid registered with the Scottish Tartan 
Authority. The pattern, created by fiber science and apparel 
design major Jessie Fair '09, is wine red and accented with 
cream, gray, and blue stripes. "Now Cornellians can show 
their colors with a visual brand that represents the school," 
says Mort Bishop III '74, a University trustee and president 
of Pendleton Woolen Mills. Bishop's company will make offi
cial Cornell scarves, stadium blankets, and other products 
using the tartan. The first 600 scarves, which Pendleton 
donated to the University, are currently on sale for $50 each; 
they must be purchased in person at the fiber science 
department office in Martha VanRensselaer Hall. 

Moody-Adams Leaves 
for Columbia 
Viceprovost for undergraduate edu
cation Michele Moody-Adams will 
leave Cornell at the end of the aca
demic year to become dean of 
Columbia College-she'll be the first 
woman and first African American in 
the post-and vice president for 
undergraduate education at Columbia 
University. A philosophy professor on 
the Hill since 2000, she has been in 
her current position since 2005. 

The University said goodbye to "' 
another prominent African American administrator this spring: 
longtime assistant vice president for student and academic services 
LeNormanStrong. He left Cornell for the University of California, 
Berkeley, where he will serve as associate vice chancellor for resi-
dential and student service programs. 
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Shoe In: Construc
tion worker Erica 
Harding's image of 
her boots is among 
the photographs 
currently on display 
at the ILR Confer
ence Center. "Un
seenamerica New 
York State: Pictures 
of Working Lives 
Taken by Working 
Hands"runs 
through July 18. 

Give My Regards To ... 
These Cornellians in the News 

President David Skorton, named a master of the American 
College of Cardiology. 

Paul Salvatore '81, JD '84, and Eileen McManus Walker '76, 
MBA'78, elected by alumni to the Board of Trustees. Govern
ment major Asa Craig '11 won the race for student-elected 
trustee. 

WilliamTrochim, professor of policy analysis and management, 
recipient of a $2.3 million National Science Foundation grant 
to develop a Web-based system to evaluate education pro
grams in science, technology, engineering, and math. 

Fiber science and apparel design major Heber Sanchez '09, winner 
of a $25,000 Geoffrey Beene National Scholarship for creating 
a fashion line that uses recycled garments and organic textiles. 

Astronomy professor Joe Burns, named an honorary fellow of 
Britain's Royal Astronomical Society. 

Third-year law student Michael Zuckerman '06, winner of two 
national awards and second place in an international competi
tion, for his paper "The Offshoring of American Government." 

Professors Thomas Burr ( enology and viticulture), Richard Dur
rett (mathematics), Dexter Kozen, PhD '77 (computer science), 
Sally McConnell-Ginet (linguistics emerita), and John Schi
menti (genetics), named fellows of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science. 

Eowyn Connolly-Brown '10, Michael Grundler '10, Stephen 
Linderman'10, and Aman Prasad '10, winners of Goldwater 
Scholarships,which support study in math, engineering, and 
the natural sciences. 

Ellie Emery '10, named a Truman Scholar. The award, given to 
students who plan careers in public service, provides $30,000 
toward graduate study. 

Former CAM intern Sana Krasikov '01, winner of the $100,000 
Sarni Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature for her debut short story 
collection,One More Year. 

Professors Daniel Cosley (information science), Lara Estroff 
(materials science), and Maxim Perelstein (physics), each given 
Early Career Development Awards of $400,000 or more by the 
National Science Foundation. 

Professors Peng Chen (chemistry), Liam McAllister (physics), 
and Adam Siepel '94 ( computational biology), named Sloan 
Foundation research fellows. 

Chemistry professors Garnet Chan, Paul Chirik, Geoffrey Coates, 
and Roald Hoffman, all recently honored with awards from the 
American Chemical Society. 

MOSAIC,a student-run support group for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgender people of color, winner of the Perkins Prize for 
Interracial Understanding. 
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Dust Bowl Tale Is Freshman 
Reading Choice 
John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath has been selected for this 
year's New Student Reading Project. The classic novel tells the 
story of the Joads, a family of sharecroppers who leave their 
drought-plagued farm in Okla
homa's dust bowl for California's 
fertile Central Valley. "The book 
makes us reflect on the causes 
and effects of widespread home
lessness and unemployment, the 
nature of economic and social 
justice, and the consequences of 
taking the vibrancy of the natu
ral world for granted," says 
Michele Moody-Adams, vice 
provost for undergraduate educa
tion. "It's a good thing for 
undergraduatesto have to con-
front these questions at the cur
rent moment." 

Though the book won the Pulitz
of migrant farmers drew harsh critic
accepted as one of the great Ameri
century and helped earn Steinbeck t
It will be read by the entire incomi

er Prize in 1940, its portrayal 
ism-but it has since been 
can novels of the twentieth 
he Nobel Prize for Literature. 
ng freshman class, new transfer 

students, and faculty and staff who will lead group discussions at 
orientation in August. The project will be supplemented with 
online content at http://reading.cornell.edu. 

Hardship Fund Aids Employees 
In trying economic times, logic says that more people would be 
lining up to receive money than donate it. But according to vice 
president for human resources Mary Opperman, Cornell's new 
employee hardship fund has seen an influx of inquiries from peo
ple asking not how to apply for aid, but how they can support it. 
"We shouldn't have been surprised," she says. "This kind of gen
erosity is typical of the Cornell community." 

After deciding to suspend salary increases in the next fiscal 
year, Cornell created the fund to help employees most affected by 
the recession. Open to benefits-eligible nonacademic and academic 
workers, the fund will provide $500 to $1,000 per person in assis
tance for rent, mortgage, and utility payments; commuting 
expenses; and dependent-care costs, including tuition. It will be 
supported by $750,000 from the University as well as private 
donations, which will be accepted through June 30. 

Fungi to Return to China 
After seven decades at Cornell, a collection of nearly 2,000 species 
of Chinese fungi will go back to its native land. S. C.Teng '26, MS 
'26, shipped the specimens to Cornell in 1940 to prevent their 
destruction as World War II approached; he left before completing 
his PhD to return to China, and was later tortured and persecuted 
during the Cultural Revolution. 

In a ceremony with visiting Chinese dignitaries in April, Presi
dent David Skorton presented a letter of intent to send the speci
mens home once they're documented and prepared. Many of them 
were the first to be identified as representatives of their species; 
Skorton pledged to bring them to China on his next visit. "The 
specimens are impressive in themselves," he said, "but more so 
due to their poignant history and the personal sacrifices made by 
Mr. Teng and his family to save them from destruction." 

R&D 
Moreinformation on campus research 
is available at www.news.cornell.edu 

Materials science professor Ulrich Wiesner and former grad 
student Hooisweng Ow, PhD '05, have created Cornell dots, 
nanoparticles that "light up" malignant tumors so surgeons 
can locate and remove them. The technology can also 
reveal a tumor's blood vessels, treatment response, and 
metastasis. 

Cotton candy has inspired a way to supply blood to artifi
cial tissues. A polymer is poured over the crystalline sugar, 
which is subsequently dissolved, creating a web of chan
nels where blood can flow. The work by Cornell medical 
researchers and engineers was reported in Saft Matter. 

Women tend to avoid math-intensive fields not because 
they lack the applicable skills, but because they value 
other careers that offer more flexibility to raise children, 
according to a study published by the American Psychologi
cal Association. Human development professors Stephen 
Ceci and Wendy Williams also found that women are more 
likely to drop out of scientific fields because of the 
demands of parenting. 

Scientists at Cornell and the University of Bonn have iso
lated and purified mouse heart stem cells-proving that 
the cells do exist. The findings, to be published in the 
Proceedingsof the National Academy of Sciences, could lead 
to ways to grow new cells after a heart attack. 

Advances in miniature sensors, tracking tags, ocean 
observing systems, and computer models are giving marine 
conservationistsa better look at the conditions contribut
ing to the decline of fish populations. According to an 
article in Oceanographyby professor Charles Greene, the 
technologies make it easier to recommend strategies to 
address the problem. 

New Asian Student Center 
The new Asian/Asian-American Center moved forward this spring 
with the hiring of a director-Patricia Nguyen, who comes to Cor
nell from the University of Vermont's Diversity and Equity Unit
and the opening of an interim home at 14 South Avenue. The 
space, located in the former Kappa Alpha Society house, includes a 
multipurpose room and two offices. "This has created something of 
a buzz in diversity circles," Nguyen says of the center. "This com
munity of students doesn't get a lot of attention in higher educa
tion in general, due to stereotypes and achievement records. There 
are very few Asian-identity affiliated centers across the nation, 
especially on the East Coast." 

The center was established in response to the findings of a 
campus task force, which reported in 2004 that Asians are dispro
portionately represented among campus suicides, that bias-related 
incidents often involve Asian women, and that Asian students tend 
to underutilize mental health services. Asians make up almost 20 
percent of Cornell undergrads and more than half of grad students. 
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Grappling with Success 
Big Red wrestling continues its 

rise to the top 

E arly on a Monday morning 
in late March, head coach 
Rob Koll folds his arms and 
scans the Friedman Wrest

ling Center. Squinting at the blinding light 
pouring through the glass-walled entryway, 
he counts fifteen athletes working our. A 
few lightweights trade locks and holds on 
the carnelian center mat. From the 
cramped weight room, he can hear dumb
bells clanging and stomps on the treadmills. 
"We didn't even have practice today," Koll 
says with a grin, admiring the bustling 
scene. "This is rhe besr l've ever felr look
ing ar a season eight months away." 

Watching his team voluntarily practice 
a week after finishing fifth at rhe NCAA 
Championships in Sr. Louis, Koll sees rhe 
kind of eagerness and dererminarion he's 
been fostering for twenty years ar Cornell. 
In 1989, when he joined Jack Spates's 

coaching staff as an assistant, Koll envi
sioned the Big Red competing not just for 
Ivy League crowns, bur for national rirles. 
Many saw his optimism as audacious, 
noting that the University hadn't had a 
national champion in any weight class 
since 1960. "People laughed at us when 
we talked about our goals back then," 
says Koll. "Now, ir's satisfying to be as 
close as we have been." 

When Koll became head coach in 
1993, he inherited a program that owned 
only one wrestling mat. That year, when 
David Hirsch '94 won the national cham
pionship at 126 pounds-Cornell's first 
title in thirty-four years-Big Red wrest
ling slowly began earning rhe respect of its 
peers and returning to the national promi
nence it had enjoyed in rhe Fifties. After a 
decade of continued progress, rhe team 
relocated from Teagle Hall ro its current 
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home in the Friedman Center. The $4 mil
lion building was funded primarily with 
support from alumni (led by former 
Goldman Sachs chairman and Big Red 
wrestler Stephen Friedman '59 and his 
wife, Barbara Benioff Friedman '59) and 
is still the only stand-alone collegiate 
wrestling facility in the country. "While 
it's a visible sign of our success, I think it's 
wrong to say it's the reason we're com
peting at this level," Koll says. "It's no 
secret that we're rhis close ro a national 
title because we keep bringing in the right 
kind of students." 

Troy Nickerson '09, one of the thirry
one All-Americans whom Koll has 
coached on the Hill, grew up forty min
utes east of Ithaca in Chenango Forks. 
The biology and society major was a 
highly routed recruit out of high school
the first-ever five-rime New York State 
champion. After two sensational seasons 
at Cornell, including reaching rhe national 
final as a sophomore, he severely tore a 
shoulder muscle and was forced to sit out 
the 2007-08 season. Nickerson re-aggra
vated rhe injury this year but wrestled 
through the pain, adjusting to arrack from 
his non-dominant si•de. He grappled ro a 
flawless 25-0 record and, ar nationals, 
defeated the defending rirleholder in over
time to become champion ar 125 pounds. 
"Ir still hasn't sunk in yer," Nickerson 
says. "I'm jusr looking forward to next 
year, improving, and facing a new ser of 
challenges." 

At the 2008 NCAAs, Jordan Leen •·10 

Award winners: Head coach Rob Koll 
counsels Cam Simaz '12, EIWA Freshman 
of the Year, at the NCAA Championship 
meet in St. Louis. Below: Troy Nickerson 
'09 was national champion at 125 pounds 
and EIWA Wrestler of the Year. 
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a brilliant economist with the 
International Monetary Fund 
leads efforts to reform economic 
policies and boost economic 
development in China, Hong 
Kong, and Myanmar, and 
proposes finance reforms to 
the Indian government 

his research is quoted extensively 
by international media and 
his policy recommendations 
influence Congress 

he is recruited by Cornell to 
help expand and strengthen 
economics teaching and research 

Far Above... 

Contact Laura Toy, Associate VP for Alumni Affairs and Development 
607.255.3950 LLT1@cornell.edu 

mailto:LLT1@cornell.edu
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upset three ranked wrestlers to win rhe 
national championship at 157 pounds and 
lead Cornell ro a ninth-place finish. 
Returning as a team captain this season, 
rhe graduating senior from Soddy Daisy, 
Tennessee, was the favorite ro defend his 
title. Despite a disappointing third place 
finish, Leen looks back positively on his 
four years in Ithaca. "On the mat and off, 
I've taken so much from everything I've 
experienced at Cornell," Leen says. "The 
fact that we have so many quality athletes 
who weren't satisfied with fifth place says 
a lot about where this team is headed." 

With his squad already preparing for 
fall, Koll is excited about Cornell 
wrestling's prospects for 2009-10. The 
Big Red will return with reigning cham
pion Nickerson (who has one more year 
of eligibility because he sar out last year), 
four orher All-Americans, and Cam Simaz 
'12, rhe Eastern lnrercollegiate Wrestling 
Association Freshman of the Year. While 
anxious to compete for the national ride 
that has eluded him, Koll says he's conrem 
with what he has achieved. "I don't want 
ro be the kind of coach who can't ever be 
satisfied," he says. "We're not quite on 
top yet, but rhat doesn't mean we can't 
allow ourselves tO be proud of what we've 
accomplished." 

- Brian Hotchkiss 

You're cordially invited to our 
15th Annual Reunion Weekend Book Signing 

Saturday, June 7, 11 am - 1 pm 
Cornell professors & former classmates will be here including 
Glenn Altschuler, Carol Kammen, Kenneth McClane & more. 

Stay in touch! Sign up to receive emails about: 
• Customer appreciation sales 

• Limited edition Cornell products 
• Other specials & events at The Cornell Store 

Go to store.cornell.edu/visitor_form.html 
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~ 
Cornell 
Store 

Everything Cornell 

Riley Nash 
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Ho Plaza 
www.store.cornell.edu 
store@cornell.edu 
800.624.4080 (toll free) 

Big Games 
March 13-29, 2009 

Somewhere,Ned Harkness was smiling. The two teams that the late, 
great coach had led to the NCAA men's hockey championship were bat
tling in an ECAC quarterfinal series at Lynah Rink: RPI, with "Ned" 
stitched on their jerseys, and Cornell, with "NH" stickers on their hel
mets. The best-of-three series proved to be surprisingly tough for the 
favored Big Red. RPI took the first game, 1-0, but the next night Cor
nell won 4-0 in a penalty-filled affair, out-shooting the Engineers 56 to 
9. The deciding contest looked easy for a while-Cornell led 4-1 after 
two periods-but a pair of third-period RPI goals made it a nail-biter. 

The Big Red moved on to the ECAC championship, where they 
recorded a thrilling4-3 double overtime win against Princeton in the 
semifinal. Exhausted, the Cornell players couldn't keep up with Yale's 
speedy skaters in the championship game, falling 5-0. But the Big 
Red's strong season earned the team a spot in the NCAA tournament, 
where Cornell came from behind to beat Northeastern 3-2 in another 
thriller before falling to upstart Bemidji State 4-1 in the regional 
final. Forward Riley Nash '11 earned first-team All-ECAC honors after 
leading the team in scoring with 35 points on 13 goals and 22 
assists. Tyler Mugford '09 was selected as the league's Defensive 
Forward of the Year, and defenseman Keir Ross '12 was named to 
the All-Rookie team. 

mailto:store@cornell.edu
www.store.cornell.edu
https://comellalumnimagazinc.com
https://store.cornell.edu/visitor_form.html


NEVER PROMISE 
MORE THAN 
CAN BE 
ACCOMPLISHED. 
A financial adviser who is a CPA charterholder is 

uniquely qualijied to manage clients' interests in a 

marketplace too eager for quick solutions. In the end, 

it is the ability to bring integrity to the process and 

make disciplined decisions, not unrealistic promises, 

that leads to successful outcomes. 

To learn more about the commitment, principles, 

and investment expertise a CFA charterholder 

possesses, visit us at cfainstitute. mg/adviser 

ETHICS 
TENACITY 
RIGOR 
ANALYTICS 
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Sports Shorts 

CHAMPSAGAINWhat do you do for an 
encore after having one of the best sea
sons in Cornell basketball history? Have 
another one just like it. This season, Cor
nell became only the third team to record 
back-to-back outright Ivy League men's 
basketball titles, taking the crown with an 
11-3 league record and making the pro
gram's third NCAA tournament appearance. 
Ryan Wittman '10 and Louis Dale '10 
earned first-team All-Ivy honors, Jeff 
Foote '09 was named Defensive Player of 
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the Year, and Chris Wroblewski '12 was 
chosen as Rookie of the Year. Like last 
year, the team's season ended with a loss 
in the first round of the national tourna
ment-but with all the starters returning, 
could next year be three titles in a row? 

GREATLEAPThe decision by Jeomi 
Maduka'10 to drop basketball and focus 
on track and field this year paid off in the 
indoor season: she was a two-time All
American and regional Field Athlete of the 
Year while helping the Big Red women to 
their seventh Indoor Heps title in the last 

eight years. Maduka was most impres-
'""""sive in the long jump, finishing sec

ond at the NCAA Division I Indoor 
Championshipswith a leap of 21 feet, 
4 inches, just an inch-and-a-quarter 
short of first place. Earlier in the year, 
Maduka set the school record with a 
jump of 21 feet, 11-3/4 inches, the 
best in the nation for the season. She 
was named the Most Outstanding Per
former at the Indoor Heps after 
becoming the first athlete to win four 
individual events (60 meters, 200 
meters, long jump, triple jump) in 
one year. 

HEP, HEP, HOORAY The men's track 
and field team also continued its success 
at the Indoor Heps, winning for the second 
straight season and the fifth time in seven 
years. They scored points in 18 of 19 
events, claiming seven first-place finishes 
and seven seconds. Assistant Coach Robert 
Johnson was named the U.S. Track and 
Field and Cross Country Coaches Associa
tion Northeast Region Assistant Coach of 
the Year for his work with the middle dis
tance and distance runners, who dominated 
at the Indoor Heps, winning the 800 

meters, one mile, 1,500 meters, and dis
tance medley relay. 

RAISINGTHE BAR Although only a sopho
more,RebeccaJohnston'11 continues to 
set new standards for Cornell women's 
hockey. One year after becoming the first 
Big Red woman to be named ECAC Rookie 
of the Year, Johnston was selected first-

team All-ECAC and second-team RBK All
American. She is the first Cornell women's 
player to earn All-American honors. John
ston was second in the league in scoring 
with 24 goals and 18 assists in 25 games 
and her average of 1. 73 points per game 
placed her seventh nationally. She was also 
one of ten finalists for the Patty Kazmaier 
Award, given to the top women's hockey 
player in the NCAA. 

GOODFOOTAfter four seasons of hard 
work,Scott Palguta'05 has reached the 
top level of American professional soccer. 
Palguta signed a contract with the Colorado 
Rapids of Major League Soccer just days 
before he was slated to report for his fifth 
season with the Rochester Rhinos, who play 
in the United Soccer Leagues First Division. 
Palguta was Rookie of the Year in 2005 and 
an all-league pick in 2008. 

Winter Teams 
Final Records 

Men's Basketball 21-10; 11-3 Ivy (1st) 
Women's Basketball 10-16; 6-8 Ivy (T-4th) 
Fencing 7-6; 1-5 Ivy (6th) 
Gymnastics 4-2 
Men's Hockey 22-10-4; 13-6-3 ECAC (2nd) 
Women's Hockey 12-14-5; 8-9-5 ECAC (8th) 
Men's Polo 16-5 [national semifinalist] 
Women's Polo 22-1 [national runner-up) 
Men's Squash 13-5; 4-2 Ivy (T-2nd) 
Women's Squash 10-6; 2-4 Ivy (5th) 
Men's Swimming 6-4; 4-3 Ivy (T-3rd) 
Women's Swimming 1-9; 0-7 Ivy (8th) 
Wrestling 12-2; 5-0 Ivy {1st) 

Cornell Sheep Program 
Blankets 

Created from wool of 
Cornell Dorset and 

Finnsheep,each blanket is 
serially numbered on the Cornell 

Sheep Program logo and comes 
with a certificateof authenticity. 

Red stripes at each end and red binding 
accent the 100% virgin wool. 

Blanketsales help to support the Cornell 
Sheep Program, and $10 from each sale 
goes to an undergraduate scholarship 
fund. 
Lap robe (60 x 48 inches, 1 stripe) $80 
Single(60 x 90 inches, 3 stripes) $111 
Double(72x 90 inches, 3 stripes) $122 
Queen(78 x 104 inches, 3 stripes) $149 

8% tax (within NY) 
$8 per blanket shipping. 

Cornell Orchards, Cornell Dairy Store, or 
the Departmentof Animal Science, 
114 Morrison Hall, Cornell University, 

Ithaca, NY 14853-4801 

Phone607-255-7712 
Fax607-255-9829 

www.sheep.cornell.edu 
(click on blankets) 

cspblankets@cornell.edu 
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Authors 

Deinocracy and Its Discontents 
American Rust by Philipp Meyer '99 (Spiegel & Grau) 

I
n Meyer's debut novel, two friends, Isaac Eng
lish and Billy Poe, have been marking time after 
high school in their dying Pennsylvania steel 
town. Isaac steals money from his father to 

bankroll his escape to California. He encounters 
Billy on the edge of town, and the friends stop in a 
ruined factory to get out of the rain. But things go 
terribly wrong when Isaac unintentionally kills a 
homeless man who attacks Billy. Meyer, a former 
fellow at the Michener Center for Writers, tells the 
story from the perspective of different characters, 
and is adept at both poetic and gritty details. 

Soft Despotism, Democracy's Drift by Paul A. 
Rahe '71 (Yale). The end of the Cold War 
seemed to signal the triumph of democracy 
over totalitarianism, yet a spirit of uneasi
ness has settled over the United States and 
other democracies since 1989, argues Rahe, 
professor of history and political science at 
Hillsdale College. He questions whether the 
U.S."still possesses the spiritual resources, 
the prudence, and the resolve" to play its 
role as world leader. He sees in the political ideas of Montesquieu, 
Rousseau, and Tocqueville a warning about the tendency of state 
power to undermine the spirit of self-government. "We have no 
grounds for the complacency that we so often evidence." 

Songs for the Missing by Stewart O'Nan, MFA 
'92 (Viking). After eighteen-year-old Kim 
Larsen disappears on her way to work, her 
parents and younger sister struggle with the 
unknown. Her father's usual diligence proves 
worthless in the search for his daughter. 
Kim's mother pursues routine to staveoff 
panic. Her sister, Lindsay, buries herself in 
books, music, and the computer-anything 
to avoid her parents' smothering protective
ness. The book seems to be a classic thriller at first, but O'Nan 
sidesteps genre conventions, focusing instead on how the family 
members endure the heart-rending, numbing, consuming process 
of searching for a lost child. 
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Tiananmen Moon by Philip J. Cunningham 
'76 (Rowman & Littlefield). Cunningham, 
now a professor of media studies at 
Doshisha University in Kyoto, was both a 
freelance journalist and a participant in 
the student movement during the demon
strations and subsequent massacre in 
Tiananmen Square in 1989. He provides a 
day-by-dayaccount of the students' tac
tics as they pressed for democratic 
reforms. Cunningham portrays the atmosphere of the historic 
month in Tiananmen Square, from the euphoric beginning to the 
ultimate crackdown, and gives an insider's look at the role West
ern media played in bringing the story international attention. 

The Integrity Dividend by Tony Simons 
(Jossey-Bass)."When a leader says some
thing and fails to visibly follow up with 
action, it costs that person credibility," 
writes Simons, an associate professor of 
management and organizational behavior 
at the School of Hotel Administration. 
"The credibility of leaders makes or 
breaks companies." Simons explores the 
deeper implications of the commonsense 
idea of doing what you say you will do and asserts that by fol
lowing through on promises leaders are more trusted and more 
effective, they have more loyal employees, and their businesses 
earn more money-"the dollar value of an impeccable word." 
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Recently Published

Fiction 
The Cradle by Patrick Somerville, MFA '05 
(Little, Brown). In his first novel, 
Somervilleweaves together two story 
lines: in 1997, pregnant Marissa sends 
her husband, Matt, to search around the 
Midwest for a missing family heirloom, 
the cradle she used as a child; and in 
2008, on the eve of her son Adam's 
departure for Iraq, Renee feels compelled 
to reveal a secret from her past. 

WhereIt Lies by K. J. Egan '74 (Mino
taur). Golf pro Jenny Chase investigates 
an apparent suicide that turns out to be 
murder. First novelist Egan is the winner 
of the Washington Irving Book Award for 
Fiction and a finalist in the New York Law 
JournalFiction Contest. 

The Baseball Card Kid by Adam Osterweil 
'94 (Front Street Books). In the sequel to 
The Comic Book Kid, two boys journey 
back in time to find the rarest baseball 
card-the Honus Wagner tobacco card, 
first issued in 1909. Their adventures 
take them from the Titanicto T ransylva
nia and the mysterious planet Earth 2. 

How To Buy A Love of Reading by Tanya 
Egan Gibson '89 (Dutton). Thirteen-year
old Carley Wells hates words. Her parents 
take drastic measures and move novelist 
Bree McEnroy into their Long Island man
sion to write a book that Carley will have 
to love. 

Poetry 
The Second Night of the Spirit by 
Bhisham Bherwani '90 (CavanKerry). 
Bherwani grapples with the themes of 
self-identity, grief, and guilt, and their 
interplay with migration and politics in 
his debut collection. Taking his title from 
the work of St. John of the Cross, Bher
wani brings light to personal tragedy. 

Dusk at St. Mark's and Other Poems by 
Dylan Willoughby '92, MFA '95 (Chester 
Creek). A limited, illustrated edition by a 
writer-in-residenceat the Yaddo artists' 
colony. 

Non-Fiction 
Rethinking Rights edited by Bruce P. 
Frohnen, PhD '88, and Kenneth L. Grasso 
(Missouri). The editor of the Political Sci
ence Reviewer and a professor of political 
science at Texas State University argue 
for a reconsideration of the origins, 
nature, and role of rights in public life. 
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Finger Lakes Listing LI vE , vAc AT I o N , w o R K 

live luxury, live Smart, 
live Green 

at Gateway Commons 
in Ithaca, New York 

LEEDSILVERREGISTERED@ 

For more information contact 
Travis & Travis at 607-273-1654 

r r/#}·,,,I,JJ,011.,·m•p/'tl,,, IIr.,r,,..,w,,,·'Ji,,Y(<\" ,,, tlw •Nat,, r:71,,,.,,,~-

WINERY/VINEYARD 
&RESIDENCE 

2,000' Cayuga Lakefronc 
on 148 Acres 

Cobblestone home wirh addition, 
winery casting building, 2 barns, 
ponds, boathouse, cottage, and 

equipment shed. 28 acres grapes, 
5 acres cherries, 55 additional tillable, 

suitable for grapes. $3,900,000·• 

*For rhis and more properties 
call (315) 568-9404 

sene<;ay~g~
,. .,..,, 

properties,LLC 
Mel Russo, Licensed 
Rea.IEstate Broker 

(315) 246-3997 
senecayuga@aol.com 
www.senecayuga.com 
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OR RETIRE NEAR CORNELL 

1,,1,t 1k 

Enjoy a rich community life in a spacious and beautiful 

setting with fine dining and all residential services. 

With lifetime health care on site, 

you'll also enjoy a precious sense 

of security and freedom. 

(J(#Jt/,6~ u-:i. 

~NDAL® 
ATITHACA 
a 1101-for-profit life care retfreine11I co1111111111ity 

2230 N. Triphammer Rd. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
(607) 266-5300 • 1-800-253-6325 
www.kai.kendal.org 
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Finger Lakes Listing 

WORLD CLASS 
VINEYARD 
FOR SALE 

SENECALAKEVI NEYARD.COM 

IN NY WINE COUNTRY. Vineyard/WineryPremier 
site on the Seneca Lake Wine Trail. Investors will 
find this an extraordinary opportunitylo own an 
establishedvineyard.132acresincludes 
57 acres of mature vineyards;35 tillable 
acres; approx. 40 acres of woodlands, 
hedgerowsand roads; 10,000 sq.ft. 
cold storage and loading dockfacility.
l\7. $1,200,000MLS#l24964

~ 
 

LAUREL GUY 
llC[NS[O REAL ESTAH AGENT 

607.227.1556fax:607-277-2669 
email: Laurel@LaurelGui.com 
office: 301 ESlateSt,IthacaNY14850 

LAURE LG UY.COM 

I

c./ludrey
&le/man 

First time on the market, this home is an 
architect's dream built nine years ago and 
positioned on a spectacular lot with lawn
covered lake frontage. This property is com
plete with a waterfall, beach house, dock, 
and boat hoist. The main house is con
structed with environmentally sensitive 
materials and commercial grade mechanical 
systems. The design is an "international 
style" with minimal maintenance and low 
energy costs. Sophisticated and luxurious, 
the open contemporary design has over 
4,000 square feet with a view from every 
room! Price upon request. 

FOR A PRIVATE SHOWING, CONT ACT: 
Ann Nicfcr, Licensed Salesperson 

Warren Real Estate of Ithaca 
Phone: (607) 330-5254 Mobile: (607) 279-6028 

E-mail:aniefer@warrenhomes.com 

~.Mitll..,,,...dlnlM_, •. 

Spectacular Home 
on Cayuga Lake 

~-;:;;, For information, contact 
~J KevinO'Connorat 

.,,..... .::::... Kevin@youroconnorteam.com. 

l(imball 
Real Estate 

Est. 1948 

Sales 607-2S7-0313 Rentals 

CayugaHeights 
186 Pleasant RoadGrove 

Ithaca,NY 14850 
MikeKimball'67 
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LIVE, VACATION, WORK OR RETIRE NEAR CORNELL 

CONTACT: 

@!}{ate @)eaman 
Licensed Associate Broker 
Warren Real Estate oflthaca 
OFFICE (607) 257-0666 
DIRECT (607) 330-5267 
WEB NoPlaceLikelthaca.com 

Only a few steps from the beach, this stun
ning contemporary home includes one 
hundred feet of level Cayuga Lake frontage. 
With wide-angle views from every room, the 
open design features a living room with 
fireplace overlooking the sunken kitchen/ 
great room with a wall of glass doors to the 
fabulous decks. Also on the first floor are 
the master bedroom suite, a den with fire
place, a full bath and a half bath. The second 
floor has two bedrooms and a gorgeous bath. 
An attached two-car garage and beautiful 
landscaping complete this much admired 
property. $625,000 

FOR A PRIVATE SHOWING, CONTACT: 
Ann Niefcr, Licensed Salesperson 

Warren Real Estate of Ithaca 
Phone: (607) 330-5254 Mobile: (607) 279-6028 

E-mail: aniefer@warrcnhomes.com 

U©l~7J ~ ........................, 

BRIDGES 
CORNELL HEIGi-ITS 

UnparalleledCare. 
Anunparalleled oflife.quality 

Comesee why we'redifferent. 
AUNIQUEAlrrRNATIVE Ho.11£m NcRSIXG C1RE. 

407 Wyckoff IthacaAvenue, 
257-5777 

11,1se.bridgescomdlheigh1s.com 

A change 
In 

lifestyle is only a short 
call away ... 

Have you been dreaming of a 
home on Cayuga Lake? 

Visit mywebsite for the details 
about this Sheldrake lake home 

for sale (&: others!): 

cjhomes.com 
eJ ;l)dVecdlia-
ucensedAssociateR.E. B<oker 
ColdNellBankerShaw RE. 
619 W. State Slreet, llhaca NY 
CornellGraduate-Classof 1988 
607-227-3016• cj@cjhomes.com 

May [ June 2009 27 

mailto:cj@cjhomes.com
https://cjhomes.com
https://NoPlaceLikelthaca.com
https://11,1se.bridgescomdlheigh1s.com
mailto:aniefer@warrcnhomes.com


Currents 

Boy Wonder 
Pulitzer winner Junot Dfaz, MFA '95, 
comes back to the Hill 

T he morning after a fete in his honor, a sullen Junor Diaz enters the Srarler 
Hotel lobby, scanning the front page of USA Today as if the headline 
reads Sic Transit Gloria M1111di and the message is expressly for him. Not 
that the Pulitzer Prize-winning author is unhappy to be back at Cornell

where as an MFA student he wrote Drown, a short story collection that landed him on 
the front page of Newsiveek in 1996 as "a deserving dark horse" artist on the rise. No, 
in the first hours of that February morning, Diaz is experiencing something else: ambiva
lence. "Look, unless you're John Updike, the Pulitzer is a once-in-a-lifetime thing," says 
Diaz, MFA '95. "I know that and I am extremely grateful. But this book took me a long 
[expletive] time, man." 

Eleven years, in fact-during which Dfaz's bildzmgsroman-in-progressbecame a cel
ebrated case of writer's block and the bane of his media interviews. When the New 
Yorker, where his short fiction frequently appears, routs you as one of the twenty-first 
century's top talents, certain expectations arise. "I wish I could [produce] more easily, 
but it's such a labor;" he says. "It's hard for me to think that what l have to say is the 
most important thing in the world and just kiss my hands and get to work. Maybe some 
writers can do that. I can't." 

The forty-year-old Dfaz is the author of The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, a 
debut novel whose protagonist is a fat ghetto nerd, a sexually deprived hopeless roman
tic who dreams of becoming the J.R. R. Tolkien of the Dominican Republic while com
ing of age in New Jersey. (The narraror is the ferocious, clever, and comedic Yunio, 
Diaz's fictional airer ego, who also strutted through the pages of Drown.) New York 
Times critic Michiko Kakutani described it as "funny, street-smart, and keenly observed 
... an extraordinarily vibrant book that's fueled by adrenaline-powered prose." The 
novel (whose title is a play on the Hemingway short story "The Short Happy Life of 
Francis Macomber") is laced with science fiction, gaming references, literary allusions, 
and footnotes on Dominican political history. After the final draft was off ro the pub
lisher, Diaz had no idea how it would fly. "When it was done, I just wanted my life 
back," he says. "I wanted the last eleven years back." 

What Diaz got was the 2007 National Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction and 
the 2008 Pulitzer Prize, among other kudos. But for the record, his campus visit was 
set a month before the Pulitzer was announced, when the Cornell Council for the Arts 
selected him to receive the Eissner Artist of the Year Award. The ceremony coincided 
with a centennial celebration of creative writing at Cornell-so there he was, back on 
campus as the super-famous alum. And yet he finds public appearances excruciating. 
For a few hours the day before, he'd slipped downtown to browse the one mainstream 
independent bookstore left in Ithaca. "I'm just a regular Jose in a lot of ways," says 
Diaz, an associate professor of creative writing at MIT. "I needed to get away for a 
while to keep sane." 

For all his discomfort with crowds, Diaz was more than accommodating during his 
visit to Cornell, presenting a rough-minded but amiable persona-or, rather, a variety 
of personas. There was the orator who liberally spiced his comments with the f-word. 
There was the seasoned writer who spoke of gratitude as being a cardinal sign of wis-
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Writer's life: Novelist Junot 
Diaz greets fans during his 
campus visit in February. 
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<lorn and maturity. (Like Drown, \\'fao has three pages of 
acknowledgements.) And there was the very unambivalent Diaz, 
delighting in face-to-face meetings with students, the majority of 
them Latino. "Junor worked as hard on his fiction as anyone 
who has ever passed through here," says English professor 
Stephanie Vaughn, "and not just writing but re-imagining his 
work, taking that extra step." 

Another friend and mentor is English professor Helena Vira
montes, who arrived at Cornell during Diaz's last semester; he 
asked her to review his thesis, the collection of stories that 
became Drown, then titled Negocios. "I remember getting 
through about half of the srories and I started crying-they were 

that good," says Viramontes. "I called Junor and cold him I 
didn't think he would have any problem getting published." 

Dfaz once told Vaughn that he wanted to be the first famous 
Dominican who wasn't a baseball player. That wish has been 
granted; for a relatively young writer whose books number but 
two, he's racked up a stunning list of accomplishments. "I don't 
know, man," he says. "I look back on these last eleven years and 
wonder if there was something else I could have been doing. I 
really didn't know what I was getting myself into with all this. 
I've never known what it's like to leave a job at the end of the 
day and be done with it." 

- Franklin Crawford 
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Government course shows students life behind bars 

roTOSEARCH 

Last Halloween morning, fifteen Cornell students went into a maximum
security prison to discuss the judicial system with four men serving time 
for second-degree murder. The students were escorted through barren hall
ways lined with locked steel doors and led into one of the small cells within 

the walls of Five Points Correctional Facility, located thirty miles northwest of campus 
in Romulus. The field trip was part of Professor Mary Katzenstein's upper-level gov
ernment course, simply entitled Prisons. 

Capped at l 00 students, Prisons is designed to put the correctional system into the 
larger context of American society and explore it from moral, political, and philo
sophical angles. "The objective is to ask what the booming incarceration rate tells us 
about ourselves," says Katzenstein, who has taught the class for eight years. "The course 
is organized around three lenses through which the world of crime and punishment is 
often seen-responsibility, rights, and race. W/e ask how these lenses operate both ro 
justify and critique incarceration policy." 

Prisons meets for lectures twice a week, with smaller weekly discussion sections 
led by three teaching assisrams. Although the prison visits are not required, Katzen
stein strongly encourages her students to attend at least one. Teaching assistant 
Desmond Jagmohan, a PhD student in the government department stud)•ing Ameri
can political thought and race, says he was initially anxious about the visit to Five 
Points. "I am conflicted about the practice of observing those incarcerated-afraid 
that it becomes a field trip where we study human beings as objects," Jagmohan says. 
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"But by meeting and speaking frankly 
with those incarcerated, I have learned 
that we are all engaged with the institu
tion and its effects." In addition to Five 
Points, groups of fifteen students visited 
maximum-security prisons in Auburn and 
Elmira for tours and discussions with 
inmates involved in the Youth Assistance 
Program, which recruits prisoners to 
mentor at-risk teens. Thirty students 
signed up to visit medium-securit)' 
Cayuga Correctional Facilit)', where they 
talked with inmates about Geoffre)' 
Canada's memoir Fist, Stick, Knife, Gun, 
a personal histor)' of growing up in the 
violence-plagued Bronx. 

Cross-listed with the American studies 
department, the course has a required 
reading list consisting of scholarly articles, 
online resources, and books on topics such 
as the rising prison population, the reper
cussions of the "war on drugs," and race 
in penitentiaries. Students are required ro 
attend a drug court session in Ithaca and 
write a short paper on the experience. 
Some of Katzenstein's students also get 

'The objective is to 
ask what the boom
ing incarceration 
rate tells us about 
ourselves.' 

firsthand exposure to inmates by partici
pating in the Cornell Prison Program. Pro
fessors, facult)', and students volunteer to 
teach at Auburn, Cayuga, and several local 
juvenile facilities to help inmates earn asso
ciate's degrees. Neil Nadkarni, a senior 
biology major who took Prisons as an elec
tive, volunteered as a teaching assistant 
ever)' Frida)' morning at Ca)'uga. He sa)'S 
that by understanding the lives of inmates, 
he can better relate to an often forgotten 
demographic. "This experience has helped 
to deconstruct my previous perception of 
the prison population as one that lacks 
ambition," 1adkarni says. "I realized from 
day one that the inmates were strongly 
motivated toward setting their lives in the 
right direction." 

The course examines the increasing 
incarceration rare and asks students to con
sider crime as a response to American soci
ety, rather than rhe result of an individual's 
personal failings. As Katzenstein notes, 
while America comprises only 5 percent of 
the world's total population, it has 25 per
cent of its prisoners. She adds that if pres-

ent trends continue, one of every three 
African American men will spend time 
behind bars. For Jagmohan, the trip ro Five 
Points brought such concerns to life. "As a 
man of color," he says, "I am troubled by 
the rows of cells that house those who look 
like me, black bodies caged and guarded 
by white men and women." 

Katzensrein also invites guest speak
ers; last fall's included the president of 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, two 
people who had served time for drug 
felonies, and political activist Angela 
Davis-a former Black Panther who was 
the subject of an extended manhunt and 

trial and is now a professor at the Uni
versity of California, Santa Cruz. Katzen
stein hopes her students leave the class
room questioning preconceived notions 
about the line between convicts and citi
zens. "This course has taught me that 
although society may make a certain 
group seem hopeless, there remains a 
sense of humanity among all members of 
our communit)'," says 1adkarni. "It is 
necessary for us not just to categorize peo
ple as prisoners, but to understand the cir
cumstances that led ro their choices-so 
that fewer people go down that road." 

- Aeriel Emig '09 
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(J) The Un-Gatorade 

CherryPharm aims to be the next generation of sports drink 

S arah Valois loves to tell the 
success stories-like the 
man who used to come 
into her office with a cane 

but doesn't need one anymore, or the 
eighty-year-old woman who can play 
eighteen holes of golf on Tuesday, tennis 
on Wednesday, and more golf on Thurs
day. The secret to their robust health, says 
Valois, is CherryPharm, a "nutraceutical" 
beverage produced at the Cornell Agri
culture and Technology Park in Geneva 
that claims to unlock the healing proper
ties of ran cherries. Valois, who earned a 
PhD in food science on the Hill in 2007, 
is CherryPharm's director of product 
development. 

While Valois's stories may sound too 
good to be true, fans of rhe maroon
colored, slightly bitter drink say it makes 
them feel stronger and healthier and 
reduces recovery rime after exercise or 
injury. Among them are members of some 
of the sports reams that have been receiv
ing CherryPharm as a free training aid: 

"""'"""' 

the NHL's New York Rangers, England's 
Tottenham Hotspur soccer squad, and 
more than rwenty Division I collegiate 
athletics programs, including the Cornell 
men's and women's hockey reams. "I have 
found CherryPharm is the best recovery 
drink on the market," says Triniry College 
women's tennis and squash coach \Xlendy 
Bartlett in a testimonial on the company's 
website. "I drink it every day and have 
been amazed at the difference in my fit
ness level." 

The company backs up this anecdotal 
evidence with research conducted by Cor
nell food scientist Olga Padilla-Zakour, 
PhD '91, and the University of Vermont's 
Human Performance Lab. One srudy, 
published in the British ]oumal of Sports 
Medicine in 2006, showed that athletes 
lost less strength after working our if they 
drank tart cherry juice. Valois says more 
research is forthcoming. "We're trying to 
prove that if you drink CherryPharm 
every day it reduces inflammation, which 
is a culprit behind most degenerative 

diseases," she says. 
Ben Scrivens •·10 is the starring goalie 

for the Cornell men's hockey ream, which 
has been receiving free CherryPharm after 
practices since last season. He says that 
although he appreciates thar rhe drink is 
all natural, he's nor so sure about its 
health benefits. "You can definitely tell 
from the taste that it's real," he says. "I'm 
nor a big fan of dumping half a pound of 
powder into your water and trying to 
choke it down." Jn a humorous piece in 
the Daily S1111in 1 ovcmber 2007, food 
columnist Charlie 1iesenbaum '08 
praised rhe drink's flavor-though he 
nored that swigging an entire borrle in one 
gulp caused him some gasrroinresrinal dis
tress, possibly because of inreracrion 
between its antioxidants and his steady 
diet of junk food. "Ir tastes like earing a 
whole can of cherry pie filling," he wrote. 
"Bur without rhe risk of immediately get
ting diabetes." 

CherryPharm is sold rhrnugh the com
pany's website, and as of spring 2008 ir 
has been available in all sevenry-rwo \Xleg
mans supermarkets. (It isn't cheap: an 
eight-pack of eight-ounce bottles of Cher
ryPharm Natural Health, each of which 
contains the juice of about fifty cherries, 
costs $15.99.) From the technology 
park-a seventy-acre campus that opened 
in 2005-rhe company n1akes and ships 
three varieties: the original Natural 
Health, larural Recovery (with protein 
and other added nutrients), and Natural 
Fruit (a blend with apple and grape 
juices). CherryPharm occupies a surpris
ingly small space on a hallway where irs 
neighbors include rwo gourmet cookie
makers and a company devoted to high
end hay production. There's just one lab 
(which doubles as Valois's office and the 
employee break room), a production facil
ity with juice-making and bottling 
machines, and a storage room down the 
hall. Parr of what makes the small quar
ters feasible is that rhe company doesn't 
need much storage space: rhe juice has a 
three-month shelf-life. Says Valois: "We 
want it to be like you're eating a cherry 
straight out of your backyard." 

- Ja11Holliday 
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April to December: Fri., Sat., Sun. 
Julylo October: Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sun 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

5301 ROUTE414,HECl'OR,NY 14841 

607.546.5027 
www.bloomercreek.com 

The warm glow of Tuscan-inspired 

food and wine flows high-atop the 

Cornell Campus at the Taverna Banfi - a radiant 

restaurant and wine & appetizer bar 

the Finger Lakes can bank on. 

"One of the best-known wineries 
in New York is Millbrook." 

Robert Parker:~ Wine Advocate 

TOURS&WINE 
TASTINGS DAILY 

SEPT- MAY:12:00to 5:00pm 
JUNE -AUG:11 :00 am to 6:00pm 

5 i'vrIN. NORTH OF MILLBROOK VlLLAGF. 
26 WING ROAD · MlLLBROOK, NY 12545 
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Riesling, the Crown jewel 
of the Finger Lakes 
BY DAVE POHL 

F
or many wine drinkers and critics, 
Riesling is the grape most frequently 
associated with the production of fine 
wine in the Finger Lakes. This is, 

however, a relatively recent phenomenon. 
Though commercial wine production in the 
region dates back to the 1820s, wine made 
from Riesling was not sold until the Sixties. 

Prior to 1950, it was generally believed that it was too 
cold in the Finger Lakes to grow vinifera,the species of 
European grapes that includes Riesling. Then, in 1953, 
Charles Fournier, president of Gold Seal Vineyards, met an 
immigrant winemaker from the Ukraine, Dr. Konstantin 
Frank. Frank was adamant that viniferavarieties could be 
grown on Keuka Lake, and Fournier agreed to begin some 
experimental plantings. 

Dr. Frank began planting vines for his own winery, 
provocatively named Vinifera Wine Cellars, in 1960. Both 
his winery and Gold Seal produced Riesling wines, many of 
them quite good, through the Sixties and Seventies. In 
1976, the State of New York enacted the Farm Winery Act, 
which made it legal for grape growers to bottle and sell their 
own wine. It is notable that some of the fledgling wineries 
founded shortly after passage of the act, such as Glenora 
and Heron Hill, included Riesling in their repertoire. 

During the following decade, more and more Riesling 
began to show up in local wine shops. The quality was sur
prisingly good. This writer remembers being a judge in a 
blind tasting held before a rapt audience at a local fair in 
the early Eighties. One panel tasted a group of French and 
Finger Lakes Chardonnays, the other a selection of 
Rieslings from Germany and the Finger Lakes. The New 
York State Chardonnays were a disaster, with all the local 
wines ranked at the bottom. The Riesling panel, however, 

.s 

DAVE POHL, MA '79, is a wine buyer at Northside Wine~ Spirits in Ithaca. He came to Camell in 1976 to work on a PhD in sociol
ogy; he was seduced by the wine business and has been at it ever since. He has been with Northside for nearly fifteen years, where he 
has recommended wines to many happy Ithacans and Cornellians. 
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preferred some of the Finger Lakes wines over the 
Germans. 

The decades since have seen increases in both Riesling 
quality and acreage in the Finger Lakes. Land planted to 
Riesling grew from 385 acres in 1996 to 683 acres in 
2006, and the wines have been garnering increased atten
tion from critics. David Schildknecht, writing for Robert 
Parker's Wine Advocate in June 2006, produced the first 
serious overview of New York State wines in that publica
tion's history. He referred to the "unique charm" of 
Finger Lakes Riesling and awarded a 90-point score to 
five Finger Lakes wines, each one a Riesling. 

More recently, James Molesworth of Wine Spectator 
magazine has given a great deal of attention to the Finger 
Lakes in his personal blog on that publication's website. 
He offered a detailed account of three days of tasting in 
the Finger Lakes in the autumn of 2008, and early this 
year posted tasting notes for a group of Finger Lakes 
Rieslings as well as an interview with Fred Merwarth 'oo, 
the new owner of Hermann). Wiemer Vineyard. 
Molesworth wrote glowingly of Merwarth's 2007 
Rieslings, noting in particular the winery's first-ever 
single-vineyard bottlings. 

The critical attention seems to be fueling increased 
consumer interest. One can visit any number of online 
wine-related forums and bulletin boards and find dozens 
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of threads related to Finger Lakes wine, especially Riesling. 
If demand for these wines continues to increase, it's likely 
that the best ones will be gone from the marketplace quick
ly. The two largest producers of Finger Lakes Riesling, Dr. 
Frank and Wiemer, annually produce about 4,500 cases 
and 3,100 cases of Riesling, respectively-that's not a lot of 
wine compared to, say, the 700,000 cases per year churned 
out by Washington State's Chateau Ste. Michelle. In any 
case, it's nice to see some overdue attention being given to 
wines loved by so many Finger Lakes residents and 
Cornellians over the past few decades. 

To become more familiar with the fine Riesling now 
being produced in the Finger Lakes, try some of these: 

Anthony Road 2007 Dry Riesling 
Anthony Road 2007 Semi-Dry Riesling 
Atwater 2007 Dry Riesling 
Dr. Frank Vinifera Wine Cellars 2007 Dry Riesling 
Hermann J.Wiemer 2007 Dry Riesling 
Hermann/. Wiemer 2007 Riesling Magdalena Vineyard 
Heron Hill 2005 Riesling Ingle Vineyard 
Hosmer 2007 Riesling 
Ravines 2007 Dry Riesling Argetsinger Vineyard 
Sheldrake Point 2007 Dry Riesling 
Standing Stone 2007 Riesling 
Treleaven 2007 Dry Riesling 



Riesling: 
How Sweet? 
Some wine drinkers say the reason 
they buy so little Riesling is that 
they're never sure how sweet the wine 
in a particular bottle will be. One win
ery could offer a "dry" Riesling that 
may, in fact, have a bit of residual 
sugar and taste almost as sweet as 
another's "semi-dry" Riesling. 

There are no standard definitions 
for terms such as "dry," "semi-dry," or 
"sweet." Some wineries attempt to aid 
customers by printing the amount of 
residual sugar on the 
label, but one problem 
with this approach is that 
how sweet a wine tastes is 
not just a function of its 
sugar-acidity is also 
important. For example, a 
wine with 30 grams of 
sugar per liter with 9 
grams of acidity may in 
fact taste drier than a 
wine with 20 grams of 
sugar but only 7 grams of acidity. 

A number of groups and individuals 
are attempting to develop scales of per
ceived sweetness that could be applied 
with consistency by producers of wines 
such as Riesling that tend to vary in 
sweetness. The International Riesling 
Foundation (yes, there is such a thing) 
has suggested a four-level scale based 

on a wine's acid-to-sugar ratio: 

Dry: Does not exceed a 1:1 ratio 
Medium-Dry: Has a ratio of 1:1.I 

to r:2 

Medium-Sweet: Has a ratio of 
1:2.1 to 1:4 

Sweet: Has a ratio of 1+1 or 
higher 

Richard Leahy of Vineyard6[ 

Winery Management magazine has 
proposed a graphic scale based on the 
relationship between residual sugar 
and alcohol, another important vari
able. His scale looks like this: 

It remains to be seen how many 
wineries will adopt this scale or any 
other standardized method to indicate 
how sweet a given wine actually tastes. 
In the meantime, wine drinkers will 
need to rely on critics' tasting notes 
and the advice of good merchants to 
get what they want when purchasing 
an unfamiliar Riesling. 

Residual Sugar 
20%+ 

7% 

-----------Alcohol 
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~Hilton 
~Garden Inn" 

Ithaca 
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"Greatest Producer 
in the 

Atlantic Northeast" 
Wine Report 2009, 2008, 

2007, 2006 & 2005 

"Finger Lakes' Most 
Award-Winning 

Winery" 
Wine Enthusiast 10/07 

Look for our 
award-winning, 

value-priced line of 

Salmon Run Wines 

www.drfrankwines.com 
(800) 320-0735 

9749 MIDDLE ROAD 
HAMMONDSPORT, NEW YORK 14840 

<FrontenacPoint 
VINEYARD & ESTATE WINERY 

Owners Jim '67 and Carol Doolittle 
invite you to enjoy the 20-mile 
panoramic view of Cayuga Lake 
while tasting our wine. We are only 
JOminutes north of Ithaca 0
• Specializing in dry, premium

wines for 26 years 
• Chardonnay,Riesling, Pinot 

Noir, Mcthode Champenois 
• Meet with the winemake

owner and tour the viney

Openmid-Maythrough 
May,June& Nov:Sat I0-

r an
ard

Nov

11Rt. 89. 
 • 

d 
 

ember 
4; Sun 110011-4 

July-Oct:Fri& Sat I0-4; Sun noon-4 
Andbynppoi11tme11t•Privnretasri11gsavni/11b/e 

607-387-9619 • www.frontenacpoint.com 
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Seeing Red on 
Long Island 
BY DAVE POHL 

U
nlike the Finger Lakes, 
Long Island does not 
have a long tradition of 
grape growing and wine-

making. The region's first commer
cial viniferawinery, Hargrave 
Vineyard, was founded in 1973 on a 
site formerly used to grow potatoes. 
Alex and Louisa Hargrave, and others 
to follow, thought that the North Fork 
of Long Island was well suited to 
growing the grapes associated with 
France's Bordeaux region: Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, and 
Merlot. Local vintners continue to 
feel that the maritime influence of 

the Atlantic Ocean and the excellent 
drainage inherent to the soils make 
for growing conditions similar to 
those of Bordeaux, and that's reflected 
in their production. 

Today, more than fifty Long Island 
wineries produce wine from more 
than 4,000 acres of grapes. Though 
many types are made successfully, 
Long Island is increasingly identified 

6 

www.frontenacpoint.com
www.drfrankwines.com


with its Cabernets, Merlots, and pro
prietary red blends. The quality, while 
not uniform, has been steadily 
improving. Local demand is high, but 

outside of the region and New York 
City the wines are still relatively 
unknown. Here's a short list of some 
of Long Island's better red produc
ers-give them a try! 

WolfJer Estate/Grapes of Roth 
Wolffer Estate was founded in 1985 by 
the German-born Christian Wolffer, 
who died earlier this year. Though 

this Hamptons estate is well known 
for Chardonnay, its top wine is proba
bly the Premier Cru Merlot. It's made 
from fruit sourced from a North Fork 
vineyard, and many feel this wine can 
exhibit an uncanny resemblance to a 
fine red Bordeaux. Available only at 
the winery, it is the first Long Island 

wine to be sold at a triple-digit price 
per bottle. Other reds, at less exalted 
prices, are also available. 

Wolffer's winemaker, Roman 
Roth (also from Germany), produces 
a limited amount of Merlot under his 
own label, the Grapes of Roth. The 
wine, made at Wolffer, was first pro

duced in 2oor. The currently avail
able vintage is 2003 and can be pur
chased through Roth's website. Early 
reviews are highly enthusiastic, and 
there is a waiting list for yet-to-be
released vintages. 

Paumanoli 
Founded in 1983 by Lebanese-born 
Charles Massoud, Paumanok makes a 
variety of reds from Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, and Merlot, 
as well as a less-well-known Bordeaux 
variety, Petit Verdot. The wines can 

show great complexity and have the abil
ity to age. They are worth seeking out, 
especially the older vintages. 

Jamesport Vineyards 
This North Fork winery, founded in 
1981, produces a range of reds that 
includes not only Bordeaux varieties but 
Pinot Noir and Syrah as well. Their 
wines exhibit particularly ripe fruit; the 
greatest successes have been Merlot, 
Cabernet Franc, and a blend called 

'TR!,PHAMMER 
WINES & SPIRITS 

Intriguing 
Selection of Wines & Spirits 

Custom 
Gift Baskets for All Occasions 

Wine Tastings 
Every Friday 4-6pm 
(and most Saturdays) 

Shop Online Atwww.triphammerwines.com 
Located In The Triphammer Mall Next To Ithaca Coffee Company 
Open Mon-Sat 9am-9pm • Sunday 12pm-5pm • (607) 257-2626 

"Ont 

-.~ A wide selection of wines 
-!(t Knowledgeable staff 

·.'(t690 awards ... and counting 
·.'(tMemorable hospitality 

·.'(ICUalumni owned & operated 
Tasting 1111dSllles: 

Mon-Sat IOam - 5pm, Sun noon - 5pm 
607-535-9252 

www.lakewoodvineyards.com 
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Melange de Trois. One white made 
here is worth noting for a non-drink
ing reason: a portion of the revenue 
from East End Chardonnay is donated 

to a Cornell project devoted to the 
restoration of the Long 
Island shellfish banks. 

Pellegrini Vineyards 
Another North Fork 

winery founded in 
1981, Pellegrini pro
duces reds from 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Cabernet Franc, and 
Merlot. The wines are 
made in a fruit-for

ward style and can be 
quite richly flavored. 
Their Bordeaux blend, 
Encore, is an age-wor
thy red that shows 

great promise. 

The Lenz Winery 
A wide variety of wines are made at 

Lenz, founded in 1979. Of particular 
note is their Old Vines Merlot, which 

is well known for having held its own 
in a blind tasting at Le Bernardin 

restaurant in Manhattan that included 
Chateau Petrus. The winemaker here 

is Eric Fry, whom many Ithacans and 
Cornellians remember from his days 

at Dr. Frank's Vinifera Wine Cellars 
on Keuka Lake. 

LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK 

USABA.~L»JFR.V.K 
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Crunchy
Apples, 

Sweet Cider 
at 

Cornell 
Orchards 

Another bountiful 

varieties 
of apples 

awaits you 
at the Cornell 

Orchards. Also sweet cider, Cornell 
maple syrup, Sheep Program blankets, 
Cornell Dairy cheese, local honey, 
and a selection of specialty food and 
gift items from around the Finger 
Lakes and New York State. Visit the 
Cornell Orchards on your next cam
pus trip. Located across from the Yet 
College on Rte. 366. 

Open 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday - Saturday 

(Tuesday- Saturday after Thanksgiving) 
Call 607-255-4542 

http://hort.cals.cornell.edu/orchards 



Teaching Winery 
Opens on Campus 

W
ith the snip of a grapevine, Susan Henry, 
the Ronald P. Lynch Dean of the College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences, opened 

the CALS Teaching Winery before a large 
crowd of faculty, students, vintners, and other guests on 
April 1. 

Cornell, long known for its viticulture (grape-grow
ing) research, now claims the only university teaching 
winery in the eastern United States. The $900,000 facil
ity promises to prepare students for careers in New 
York's wine and grape industry, which ranks third 

nationally in wine production and includes more than 
250 wineries across the state. 

Ian Merwin, the Cohn Professor of Horticulture, and 
Ramon Mira de Orduna, associate professor of enology, 
helped Henry unveil the 1,800-square-foot building. The 

winery, attached to the Cornell Orchards store, will act as 
the Ithaca hub for the College's new viticulture and enolo
gy undergraduate major, which enrolls about thirty stu

dents and draws on more than fifty faculty members from 
the horticulture, food science technology, plant pathology, 

and applied economics and management departments. 
Inside the winery, students will access cutting-edge equip
ment to learn the science and art of winemaking. 

"The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
Teaching Winery represents a major enhancement to 
our Viticulture and Enology (V&E) program," said 
Henry. "Having this facility in Ithaca is crucial for our 
undergraduates, who will gain from hands-on experience 

in winemaking and grape-growing." At the ceremony, 
students offered tastes of experimental wines produced 
in a fall 2008 class. Nearby, Sabrina Lueck '10, a V&E 
major, said, "I'm beyond excited to begin using all the 
winery's beautiful equipment." 

The winery includes state-of-the-art fermentation 
tanks and a modern microbiological and chemical lab, 

elements needed for the storage of grapes and the prepa
ration and analysis of wines. It will allow students and 
faculty convenient access to three acres of hybrid wine 
grapes at Cornell Orchards and is near the program's 
Lansing vineyards, which grow more traditional varieties 
like Pinot Noir, Riesling, and Chardonnay. 

-TED BOSCIA 

Ted Boscia is a staff writer in the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences. 

<cairnpus 
campu 

Express, executive-class service between 

Corn~~~•••,camp~:••· 

Quiet, smooth ride 

Sturdy work s 

XM satellite radio 

Wireless Internet 

Four-person work table 

Power outlets 
Campus-to-Campus Schedule 

Ithaca Departures 
Monday - Friday 6 a.rn. and noon 
Saturday and Sunday I 0:30 a.rn. and 3 p.rn. 

NYC Departures 
Monday 6:30 a.rn., 12:30 p.rn., and 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday - Friday 12:30 p.rn. and 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday S p.rn. 
Sunday3 p.rn. and S p.m. 

Travel time is approximately 4 hours. 
Complete schedules available at www.c2cbus.com. 

For complete info or to book your trip, go to www.c2cbus.com. 
607-227-6307 • C2Cbus@cornell.edu 

Round-trip $1 • ·o 
' 
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WINERY • BREWERY • RESTAURANT 

Tours• Wine& Beer Tastings • Gift Shop 

Lunches&Holiday Brunches at The Ginny Lee 

www.wagnervineyards.com 

9322 State Route 414, Lodi, NY 
on the east side of Seneca Lake 

toll-free 866-924-6378 

OFFERING A TASTE OF ITHACA FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

SrxMrLECREEK 

1551 RTE 79 E, ITHACA, NY 'Wii www.SIXMILECREEK.com 
607-272-WINE 800-260-0612 
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Five Finger Lakes 
Sparklers Worth 
Checking Out 
BY DAVE POHL 

W
hile Finger Lakes 
winemakers are best 
known for their 
Rieslings and 

Gewurztraminers, some also have the 
potential to produce very good 
sparkling wine. Sparkling wines have 
been made in the region since the 
mid-nineteenth century-and in 
1863, in fact, the Pleasant Valley 
Winery won a gold medal for its 
sparkling Catawba at a judging in 
Vienna, Austria. 

Present-day Finger Lakes bubbly is 
more likely to be made from vinifera 

www.SIXMILECREEK.com
www.wagnervineyards.com


grapes such as Chardonnay and Pinot 
Noir, though there are still examples 
produced from such native varieties 
as Catawba and Delaware, and 
French-American grapes such as 
Seyval and Cayuga are sometimes 
used as well. Experimentation is ram
pant, resulting in a diversity of styles 
and flavors. Here are some good 
examples: 

Hermann Wiemer 2003 Blanc de Noir 
This excellent sparkling wine from 
the pioneering Seneca Lake vintner 
Hermann Wiemer is produced prima
rily from Pinot Noir grapes. It is 
made by the methode Champenoise, 
which is to say the wine's bubbles are 
produced through a secondary fer
mentation induced in the same bottle 
in which it will eventually be sold. 
This is a truly lovely wine, with a nose 
that hints at apple, citrus, and red 
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Eleganceina Glass!
Big skies, 

romantic scenery! 
New York's finest 

estate-bottled wines! 

Plan your visit today! 
Southeast Seneca Lake................. _._~™ 

www.clrwine.com Route 414 Hector 
New York 14841

607-546-2062 
CHATEAU LAFAYETTE RENEAU 

call: 800 4 NY WINE 
800 - 469 - 9463 

Owners Tacie & Peter Saltonstall 
invite you to 

Cornell Reunion 
T oura; & Taa;tinga; 

Monday· Saturday, 10 am - 5 pm 
Sunday, Noon - 5 pm 

King Ferry Winery 
Maker 

-~ of 
<ef!udeamellU 

Wines 

Minutes North of Cornell 
34B to Center Road 

800-439-5271 315-364-5100 

www.treleavenwines.com 
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August 15-1 &, 2009 
1 Oam to 5pm both days 

ChautauquaCounty Fairgrounds - Dunkirk,NY 14048 
Phone: 800-965-4834 - Fax: 716-965-4800 

Dozens of wineries from all over New York State come together for wine tasting, 
sales by the bottle, live music, great food, great fun, a craft show, 

a farmer's market and educational wine seminars! 

ONLINE PRE-SALE TICKETS 
5 15 One-Day Taster - 520 Two-Day Taster 

55 Designated Driver 

TICKETS AT THE DOOR 
520 One-Day Taster - 525 Two-Day Taster 

$5 Designated Driver 

Ticketsindude parking, commemorative wineglassand Taster's Guide 

www.agcwinefestival.com 

VISIT YOUR LOCAL LIQUOR STORE AND ASK FOR 
AWARD-WINNING MERRITT ESTATE WINES TODAY! 

1967 Cornell Alumni - William T. and Christi C. Merritt 

Tas.te,Relax.§ sajo!j 
Awarct-wLV\,V\,L~wLV\,es. 

Cornell Alumni Special 
Visit the tasting room: 

receive 2 FREE tastings and 
15% off your wine purchase 

OR Visit us online: 
50% off shipping of 
6 bottles or more 

(cannot be used with other discounts) 

www.whitespringswinery.com 

4200 Route 14 
On the west side of Seneca Lake 

just 2 miles south of Geneva 
OPEN DAILY 

Comcll Conncc1io11: 
Carl f'ribolin. owner 

Derek Wilber, president & winemaker 
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fruits, underscored by a pleasant 
toasty note. The nutty, creamy flavors 

finish crisp, clean, and notably dry. 

Swedish/-/illNV Spumance Blush 
While this bubbly may not appeal to 
those who favor dry wines, it is a fine 
example of a Labrusca-based 
sparkling wine. Made predominately 

from Catawba and Isabella grapes, it 
has that distinctively grapey aroma 
and flavor that so many love. Sweet, 
but not cloyingly so, this wine won 
the gold medal for sparkling wine at 

the 2008 New York Food and Wine 
Classic. 

Chateau Frank NV Celebre 
Celebre is one of the surprisingly few 

www.agcwinefestival.com


Riesling-based sparkling wines made 

in the Finger Lakes. It has an inviting, 
appley nose; on the palate, refreshing 
acidity is balanced by a touch of resid
ual sugar. All of Chateau Frank's 
sparklers are worth trying, but this 
one may be the most distinctive. 

Atwater 2006 Cuvee Bna 
Here's something you don't find 

every day: a spark.ling wine blended 

from Chardonnay, Gewurztraminer, 
and Riesling, in a bottle adorned by a 
boldly colorful label. Apple, peach, 

and spice mingle on both the nose 
and palate. Dry, but not bone dry, this 
wine pairs nicely with spicy Chinese 
and Thai dishes. 

Chautauqua-LakeErie 
Wine Trail WI;~I-v 

Twenty-onewineries in the heart of 
the largest grape-growing region east of the Rockies in 

western New York & Pennsylvania 

Johnson Estate 

Wines 
Grown, Vinified & Bottledi11 

the Chntenu Tradition 
by 

New York's Oldest 
Estate Winery 

Founded and operated by 
three generations of 

Cornellians 

Johnson Estate Winery, LLC 
8419 West Main Road 

Westfield, NY 14787 

C/w11fn11q11nCo1111/y 

Tasting Room Open 10-6 Every Day 

Telephone: l-800-DRINKNY 

www.johnsonwinery.com 

'Etaif& !%tail 
Jh nllfure umfu o,u rQef, 

'Ifie wodtf'slargestinventory 
of :Finger Lakes'Wine. 

~It~
!tort~,, 

i 'UJpc&q#ir/1.r

:! 1,(: 607.273.7500 ! toff fru: 8()().281.1291 

i Itfuica,?(fw ,York 

} www.,wrtfisiaewine.com 
r ••• --·.. ••' ....... ..... .... . 
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2008 "\Vin cry of the Y car" and Governor's Cup \Vinncr 

Swedish Hill Winery 
* Award-winning Wines* Gift Shop* Winery Tours 

* Gift Baskets* Picnic Facilities and More! 

Open Daily 9am-6pm 
4565 Rt. 414, Romulus, NY *3 I 5-549-8326 

www.swedishhill.com 

GOOSE WATCH WINERY 

* Breathtaking View of Cayuga Lake 
* A ward-winning Wines * Gift Baskets 

* Gourmet Foods* Boat Docking Available 

Open Daily 10am-6pm 
5480 Rt. 89, Romulus, NY* 315-549-2599 

www.goosewatch.com 

'PenguinBaY Winery 
* Award-winning Wines & Sparkling Wines 

 Relaxed Atmosphere* Gift Shop* Picnic Facilities 

Open Daily Mon-Sat: J0am-5:30pm Sun: 1 Jam-5:30pm 
6075 Rt. 414, Hector, NY* 607-546-5115 

www.penguinbaywinery.com 

*

Taste The 
Rieslings of 
New ork 

·111 
IIIJ11f! 

www.newyorkwines.org 
888-+67-9+6}

6999Route89Ovid,New York 14521 
www.hosmcrwincry.com 

T~~ · WuwSa«W· G{ftShop 
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Hosmer NV Brut 
This Cayuga Lake winery has quietly 
made better and better wine over the 
past several years. Their non-vintage 
Brut is blended from Chardonnay and 
Cayuga, a hybrid variety developed at 
Cornell. It's a very flavorful wine, with 
particularly small bubbles that give it 
a slightly creamy texture. 

Wine 
Trails 
Learn more about the wine
making regions of New York 
State at these websites: 

Cayuga Wine 'frail 
www.cayugawinetrail.com 

Keuka Lnfle Wine 1J·ail 
www.keukawinetrail.com 

Seneca Lake Winery Association 
www.senecalakewine.com 

Canandaigua Wine Trail 
www.canandaiguawinetrail 
online.com 

CooperstownBeverage 1tail 
www.cooperstownbeveragetrail.com 

Chautauqua-Lal1eErie Wine Trail 
www.chautauquawinetrail.org 

Niagara Wine 'Jrail 
www.uncorkanaturalwonder.com 

Thousand ls/ands-Seaway 
Wine Irail 
www.thousandislandsseaway 
winetrail.com 

Shawangunll Wine 1h1il 
(Hudson Valley) 
www.shawangunkwinetrail.com 

Dutchess Wine Trail 
(Hudson Valley) 
www.dutchesswinetrail.com 

Long Island Wine Council 
www.liwines.com 

New Yor/1 Wine & Grape 
Foundation 
www.newyorkwines.org 

www.newyorkwines.org
www.liwines.com
www.dutchesswinetrail.com
www.shawangunkwinetrail.com
https://winetrail.com
www.thousandislandsseaway
www.uncorkanaturalwonder.com
www.chautauquawinetrail.org
www.cooperstownbeveragetrail.com
https://online.com
www.canandaiguawinetrail
www.senecalakewine.com
www.keukawinetrail.com
www.cayugawinetrail.com
www.penguinbaywinery.com
www.goosewatch.com
www.swedishhill.com
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LAM OR EAU X 
LANDING,_________ ---------

WI11 Clll!RS 

[Jf;y/,,,sl(S;}IH,lily or10/11ml[13,'<wly 
Superb selection of Estate-Bottled Landmark winery overlooking rolling 

Vinifera wines vineyards and Seneca Lake 

.(A/w<1y.)8,,lt•9rily 
100 acres of family owned vineyards producing world-class wines 

9224 Route 414 · Lodi, NY 14850 

607-.582-60 I I 

,c,ww./c,nroJw1u.nvi114.•,co111 

i/1
FULKERSON 

"Savor the Unique" 

Come visit our beautiful and spacious 
tasting room, open year-round! 

Try exciting and unique wines like a 
Dornfelder, Matinee or Traminette! 

Open7 days a week: 10 am - 5 pm 

5576 Route 14 Dundee NY 14837 
(607) 243-7883 

I I wwwfulkersonwine1y.com 

Guided tours of 
Finger Lakes wineries 

with wine pairing dinners, 
cooking classes and 
visits to local farms. 

Luxury accommodations 
for four nights at 

LaTourelle Resort and Spa. 

Book one month ahead and 
receive a free spa treatment. 

www.abbynash.com 
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SIMPLY RED BISTRO GIFT SHOP TASTING ROOM ICE WINES

Sheldrake Point Vineyard and Simply Red Bistro are located twenty miles 
north of Ithaca on the western shore of Cayuga Lake. 

7448 COUNTY ROAD 153 • OVID, NEW YORK 14521 • {PH) 607 532 9401 

WWW.SHELDRAKEPOINT.COM 

fUNCORK 
NEWYORK! 
www.newyorkwines.org

WWW.SHELDRAKEPOINT.COM
www.newyorkwines.org


Heavenly Music 
Cornell Christian center issues jazz CD 

In his autobiography, Music Is My Mistress, Duke Ellington offered his views on the gene
sis of jazz. The blues, he wrote, "are basic," and then he added: "The blues were worldly 
songs, but the gospel songs and spirituals of the black churches were also an important 
element from the beginning, for the way they were sung, with soulfulness and great 
enthusiasm, made an unforgettable impression on most jazz musicians when they were 
young." 

Soulfulness and great enthusiasm are key ingredients of Heaven in a Nightclub, a 
double-COof gospel-infused jazz recorded at a fundraising concert for Chesterton House, 
a Christian studies center at Cornell. The project was put together by the center's direc
tor, Karl Johnson '89, MS Ag '00, who explains that he got the idea at a 2006 conference 
in Ithaca at which theologian Or. Willam Edgar lectured. Edgar is also a jazz pianist, and 
during the conference he performed a concert with local musicians, interspersing the 
tunes with narratives about jazz history and spirituality. "It was an interesting combina
tion of good music and thoughtful academic reflections," says Johnson, who immediately 
began to hatch plans for a more ambitious concert. 

Edgar liked the idea, and he suggested that the group should include saxophonist Joe 
Salzano, who had played with him in Ithaca, and gospel vocalist Ruth Naomi Floyd. The 
final piece fell into place when ORIE professor David Williamson helped Johnson contact 
the virtuoso jazz bassist John Patitucci. Before coming to Cornell, Williamson had met 
Patitucci when they were members of a bible-study group at a church in Westchester 
County. Patitucci-an associate professor of music at CCNY as well as a busy performer
signed on for the show, which took place on May 5, 2007, in the auditorium of the New 
York Society for Ethical Culture. 

The CO has ten tunes punctuated by six Edgar narratives. Aside from the jazz standard 
"Autumn Leaves," the selections are all spirituals, gospel songs, or compositions strongly 
influenced by church music, including a medley of Ellington's "Come Sunday" and "David 
Danced Before the Lord." In the words of one concert-goer, reports Johnson, the perform
ances are "beyond spectacular." The CO is available at www.chestertonhouse.org and with 
luck, says Johnson, there will be another concert-maybe in Ithaca. 

Ivy~ 
GETAWAYS 

Sophisticated travel 
for educated readers. 

".::~ 

llfiRecruitServicesA 

http://hirecruit.nat.gov.tw 

We're looking for 
professionals! 

D Deportmenl ot Investment Services, MOEA 

0 Taiwan External Trade Development Counc11 

tier atacama 
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For information on how to 
place your ad in 

the next Ivy Getaways, 
visit www.ivymags.com. 
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New to You 
Local reuse facilities turn trash into treasure 

In a sprawling, three-story warehouse in Ithaca's Southside 
neighborhood, hundreds of salvaged windows and doors 
and dozens of clawfoot tubs, kitchen sinks, and lighting fix
tures await new homes. A quartet of conjoined theatre seats 

upholstered in royal-blue velvet rests near a Forties-era Magic 
Chef oven. Closer to the entrance, boxes of ornate hinges and 
doorknobs fill the shelves beneath a rustic sign suspended from 
the ceiling declaring, "Turn old into gold." 

That maxim has served as a guiding principle for Historic 
Ithaca, a nonprofit landmarks preservation concern whose retail 
operation, Significant Elements, was founded in 1991 in a nine
teenth-century tobacco barn. The store clears $8,000 to $10,000 
in receipts each month; on a good day, between fifty and eighty 
customers pass through its doors. Clad in sweaters, caps, and boots 
to ward off the winter chill, Historic Ithaca executive director 
Alphonse Pieper, MA '97, and preservation services coordinator 
Kristen Olson, MA '09, survey their inventory. "These arc the 
things that excite us," says Pieper, pointing our the meticulous 
dovetail joinery of a cherry-stained stair railing from the early 
1800s. "Our mission is to support the preservation and restora
tion of older houses. We're nor a garage sale or a thrift store
we're a business." 

lrhacans have long appreciated that old chestnut about one 
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man's trash being another's treasure. While Craigslisr and Free
cycle facilitate online swaps and there's a brisk local business in 
curbside redistribution of housewares and couches, Significant 
Elements plies both sides of the trade: accepting donations and 
providing salvaging services, then making the goods available for 
historic restora rions, for low-cost renovations, and as fodder for 
artistic endeavors. "Salvage has been happening a long rime," says 
Pieper, who heads the city's landmarks preservation commission 
and traces rhe movement as far back as the Revolutionary War 
and pioneer attitudes about frugality. "It's in our nation's culture." 

Such efforts gor a boost this winter with rhe launch of Fin
ger Lakes ReUse, a nonprofit committed to reducing waste 
and training workers in deconstruction, appliance and furni
ture repair, and retail. Inventory in its 7,000-square-foor store 
in a strip mall north of campus mimics rhar of Significant Ele
ments, bur with a twist: rhe emphasis is on diverting waste 
from landfills, not on preserving histor)'. Modeled on similar 
operations in Burlington, Vermont, and Ann Arbor, Michi
gan, Finger Lakes ReUse fills a critical local need, says Bar
bara Pressman Eckstrom '79, MS '84, head of Tompkins 
Counry Solid Waste and a member of the ReUse board. "There 
was an incredible amounr of good material being thrown away," 
she says. "It wasn't necessary for ir to go to the landfill." The 



new enterprise dovetails with the waste 
reduction goals established in 1995 by the 
county, which partnered with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension to partially fund 
the operation. "We've reduced the 
amount of garbage being landfilled by 
over half already," says Eckstrom, credit
ing mandatory recycling and myriad 
waste-reduction education programs. 
"With the ReUse center and food com
posting, our goal is a 75 percent reduction 
by 2015." 

This spring, Finger Lakes ReUse will 
launch a local deconstruction operation, 
training a team to salvage everything from 
the roof to the foundation of buildings in 
Tompkins County that would otherwise 
meet their end through the bulldozer or 
wrecking ball. Nationwide, building dem
olitions account for 65 million tons of 
waste annually; renovations generate 
another 60 million. The Environmental 
Protection Agency estimates that residen
tial demolition-of some 250,000 houses 
nationwide-sends nearly 1.2 billion 
board feet of reusable lumber to the land
fi11every year. 

In April, Finger Lakes ReUse ran a 
pilot deconstruction, dismantling a For
ties-era cottage on the Ithaca College cam
pus that yielded 500 square feet of oak 
flooring, structural lumber, and numerous 
windows. In 2006 and 2007, founding 
executive director Diane Cohen headed up 
the salvage of components from the reno
vation of Cornell's Riley-Robb Hall as 
well as from the Class of '18 and '26 Uni
versity Halls, pemolished for the West 
Campus Residential Initiative. "We were 
tr)'ing ro divert as much from the waste 
stream as we could," says Cornell's direc
ror of construction management, Dav.id 
Newman, who serves on the board of Fin
ger Lakes ReUse. "There was a lot of 
material that had value, but no place ro 
store it and a limited market to get the 
materials claimed in a timely way." 

With the University's commitment to 

climate neutrality, diverting waste through 
strategic purchasing, recycling, and reuse 
will be top priorities, says director of facil
ities Phil Cox. Already, the Universit)' has 
supplied cabinetr)', carpeting, lighting, and 
furniture to the reuse facilit)'. "Now we 
have a terrific opportunity to partner with 
our own conm1tmiry," he says, noting that 
the founding of Finger Lakes ReUse 
spares the Universit)' from creating a 
duplicate enterprise. "We have to figure 
out how the campus can exploit the 
potential of this facility to put surplus 
material back into use. We have high 
hopes that this will help us lower the 
arnount of solid waste going off campus." 

- Sharo11 Tregaskis '95 

Today, you could ... 

... support scholarship 

... shape your legacy 

... connect with Cornell 

... and get income for life! 

Your charitable gift annuity provides critical support 
for Cornell while paying income for your lifetime, or 
for the lifetime of a loved one. 

Consider how 
these rates factor 
into your plans: 

Annuity Rates 

One Beneficiary Two Beneficiaries 

Age Rate Age Rate 

70 5.7% 75-70 5.3% 

74 6.1% 80-75 5.8% 

78 6.7% 80-80 6.1% 

82 7.5% 85-80 6.5% 

86 8.3% 85-85 7.0% 

90 9.5% 90-85 7.5% 

See for yourself. You'll find more details 
and our new online gift calculator at: 
www.alumni.cornell.edu/gift_planning 

Cornell University 
Office of Trusts, Estates, 
and Gift Planning 

Call us today: 1-800-481-1865 
E-mail: gift_planning@cornell.edu 
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Talk Radio 
NPR's media critic, David Folkenflik '91, reports on the reporters 

A former Daily Sun editor-in-chief, David
Folkenflik '91 is a New York-based media 
reporter and critic for National Public Radio, 
regularly appearing on shows like "Morning
Edition" and "All Things Considered." While 
in Washington, D.C., for a month-long train
ing program in multimedia, the longtime Balti
more Sun staff reporter spoke to Cornell 
Alumni Magazine via cell phone as he walked 
the streets of the nation's capital. 

Cornell Alumni Magazine: Why do we need the 
media to report on ... the media? 
David Folkenflik: The media is a major institu
tion in American life. It is the prism through 
which many Americans see what is happening 
to them and the communities they care about. 
We should have someone who takes a tough 
look at this prism and makes sure we're doing 

our job. 

CAM: As a veteran of daily papers, how do 
you feel about what's happening to them in this 
era of cutbacks and downsizing? 
DF: It's heartbreaking to see once-great papers 
like the Baltimore Sun, the Miami Herald, the 
Boston Globe, and the Philadelphia Inquirer 
become much less ambitious, much more con
stricted. To simply assign to the Washington 
Post, the New York Times, and the Wall Street 
Journal the role of covering national issues is a 
bit scary. It's at once terrifying and saddening. 

CAM: What was it like to report for the Balti
more Sun in its heyday? 
DF: It was the chance of a lifetime. The Sun 
was one of those great metro papers that fought 
way out of its weight class. It didn't presume 
that the interests of its readers were necessarily 
parochial. There were people around me who 
had covered wars, who would talk to sources in foreign lan
guages. This was heady stuff. When I arrived I was twenty-four, 
I was downtown at the metro desk, and I thought, Could life get 
better than this? 

CAM: Was it hard to shift from print to radio? 

DF: It's humbling, because you're told, "You've done this for
fourteen years and now we're going to show you that you know
nothing." It was like being a marine and going to Parris Island
you're stripped down and it becomes evident that you don't
know how it's done. I wouldn't encourage people to listen to 
some of my first year's stories.
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CAM: How do you feel about the sound 
of your own voice? 
DF: I used to be self-conscious about 
hearing myself on voicemail messages. 
You just have to get over it. 

CAM: In what way did you have to adapt 
your reporting style to radio? 
DF: I can write beautiful print sentences 
and read them aloud, but you'd change the 
channel. It's a different kind of narrative. In 
newspapers, you might lay out all the evi
dence you have to support your contention. 
In a radio story, you have to choose one or 
two examples. You're making choices, 
you're compressing. You've got to think dif
ferently about the arc of a story. Things 
have to connect more fluidly. People have 
so much going on-they're doing the dishes 
or getting their kids ready for school or 
driving in traffic. So we have to earn them. 

CAM: Why did you go into journalism? 
DF: In high school, I'd always been inter
ested in politics and government. But when 
I got to Cornell, campus activism seemed 
a little histrionic to me. A resident adviser 
said, "You're pretty mouthy-why don't 
you write a column for the student paper?" 

So I did. Then the managing editor said, 
"These columns are nice, but we're going 
to show you how to write a news story." 
And I quickly learned that having a reporter's 
notebook was like having a passport that 
entitles you to visit all sorts of places. 

CAM: During the presidential campaign, 
you covered the media covering the can
didates. How did it do? 
DF: The press was not in real control of 
the narrative. It was pulled here and there 
by the campaigns, by events, and fre
quently by non-conventional media out
lets. The woman who broke the story on 
Obama's remarks about "bitter people 
who hold onto their guns and God" at a 
San Francisco fundraiser was a liberal 
blogger for the Buffington Post. She paid 
to go to the fundraiser and reported back 
on it, and it was a huge sensation. There's 
no way the New York Times is paying 
$1,500 to get into one of those events. 
That's not the way conventional political 
coverage is done. 

CAM: You called Sarah Palin "a Mad 
Libs answer to a Lifetime movie plot." 
What did you think of the coverage of 

her candidacy? 
DF: It ended up being a burlesque show
the Republicans and the press were kind of 
co-producers of theatre of the absurd. The 
Republicans and McCain seemed to 
embrace her because they felt she would 
confound the media and tactically under
cut the newness of Obama. The press 
didn't really know how to react. I felt they 
were reacting to each stimulus and niblet 
of information about her as though it were 
all equally newsworthy. To me, it said they 
didn't really have any perception as to 
what was consequential and what was not. 

CAM: Any funny NPR war stories? 
DF: When the Scooter Libby verdict was 
announced I had to do a live bulletin, 
which I'd never done before. But they sent 
me to the wrong floor. So I sprinted to 
studio 4A and it was closed; I flew down 
the stairs twelve at a time and ran to 
another studio, and there was nobody 
there either. I finally went to the right stu
dio and as they introduced me I was gulp
ing for air. You realize that being com
posed and having breath to speak are 
valuable skills. 

- Beth Saulnier 

~ Cornell University 
~ Cornell Army ROTC 

your 
•experience 

Share your traditions. Shape the future. 
At Cornell the Army ROTC program still bears the torch for America's future 
leaders. Refer a future cadet for the rewards of national service. 
Contact us at armyrotc@cornell.edu or 607-255-5663-
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The Deal Maker 
Entertainment lawyer Kevin Morris '85 
represents stars and smart-alecks 

T he full-page ad in Variety 
a few years ago showed a 
pair of comedy icons sur
rounded by some serious 

vices. Trey Parker and Matt Stone-cre
ators of "South Park," the wildly suc
cessful animated series on Comedy Cen
tral that embraces taboos and skewers 
everything sacred-had paid for the ad 
themselves. "To Kevin," it said. "Without 
you, who knows where we'd be ... " 
Beneath those words a photograph 
showed the pair smoking joints and sit
ting at a coffee table littered with cocaine, 

cash, and a handgun. "Thanks for being 
our friend and lawyer," it added. 

If it was typical of Parker and Stone
irreverent but never irrelevant-it was 
also heartfelt. Their "friend and lawyer," 
entertainment attorney Kevin Morris '85, 
had struck the original deal for the cre
ation of "South Park" more than a decade 
earlier. Just a few months after the ad 
appeared, Morris would negotiate an 
agreement between his buddies and Com
edy Central that would shake up the 
entertainment industry by redefining the 
rules. The contract for a three-year exten-

sion of the show included a precedent
setting 50-50 split of ad revenues and cre
ation of South Park Digital Studios, a hub 
to spread the show's material online, 
across mobile platforms, and in video 
games. "Traditionally, show creators and 
actors get a piece of the action, but in tel
evision that piece has always excluded 
advertising revenue," says Morris, who 
was listed among the Hollywood 
Reporter's "100 most influential attorneys 
in entertainment" in July. "They have to 
look to money that the show makes from 
license fees, international distribution, 
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and ultimately-if it's successful-from 
syndication." 

However, an earlier "South Park" deal 
forged by Morris had assured that any 
money derived from the show beyond 
Comedy Central would go into Parker 
and Stone's profit-sharing pie. When the 
Internet evolved and it became clear that 
much of the revenue would come from 
advertising during online video streaming, 
Comedy Central was more inclined to cut 
in the creators. The New York Times 
called it "a landmark deal that set Holly
wood buzzing." Pretty impressive, con
sidering that Morris began with a couple 
of animators peddling a cartoon fight 
between Jesus and Santa Claus. 

Morris grew up outside Philadelphia, 
the son of a refinery worker and a school 
secretary; he worked his way through Cor
nell as a bartender at Johnny's Big Red 
Grill. He majored in government on the 
Hill, where he played two years of JVbas
ketball and served as president of Sigma Pi 
fraternity. (His freshman adviser was Pro
fessor Glenn Altschuler, PhD '76, with 
whom he now co-writes occasional op-ed 
pieces and a blog in the Huffington Post, 
reviewing books on media and politics.) 

After earning his law degree from 
NYU, Morris made his way to L.A., 
where he started his career by handling 
the contracts of independent filmmakers. 
He met Stone and Parker at a party dur
ing the 1994 Sundance Film Festival and 
represented them for a few years during 
which, as Stone told the New York Times, 
"he didn't make a dollar off us." Contrast 
that with the estimated value of the recent 
deal with Comedy Central-about $75 
million-and one understands the source 
of their cheeky-but-sincere gratitude. 

Loyalty, not always a priority in Holly
wood, is evident in another of Morris's 
A-list clients, the actor Matthew McCon
aughey. When the two met in the mid
Nineties, McConaughey was a little-known 
supporting player, whil
McConaughey told the 
Times), "sitting in a 
cubicle with long hair 
and a rumpled suit 
wishing he could have 
an assistant one day." 
In 1995, McCon
aughey auditioned for 
the adaptation of John 
Grisham's A Time to 
Kill-and landed the 
lead role. Morris's firm 
was born at about the 
same time, and for several years he and his 
growing list of partners leased office space 
in a Santa Monica building that also 
housed a yoga studio. 

e Morris was (as 

STEPHANIEDIANI/ THE NEW YORK TIMES/ REDUX 

Today, the firm boasts twenty lawyers 
and shares an office tower with Creative 
Artists Agency in Century City. "We've 
moved into the belly of the beast," jokes 

Morris, who is married 
to another Hollywood 
powerbroker, Gaby 
Morgerman, head of 
talent at the William 
Morris Agency. But he 
notes that he has a 
smaller client base than 
most entertainment 
lawyers. "I have a close 
bond with my clients," 
says Morris. "I'm 
drawn to people who 

have singular personalities, and I tend to 
get people who are more anti-system." 
Indeed, Morris's clients include other 
paragons of irreverence like Mike Judge 

("Beavis & Butt-Head" and "King of the 
Hill") and E! talk show host Chelsea 
Handler; his partners' clients include 
comedians Ellen DeGeneres and Chris 
Rock. 

The recent "South Park" deal repre
sents the direction in which Morris vows 
to take his agency-focusing on growth
opportunities in digital space. His firm 
helped set up FunnyorDie.com, a popu
lar website co-created by comedian Will 
Ferrell; in 2007, Morris launched an 
organization to bring together artists, 
media executives, and technology experts 
for brainstorming sessions. "Everybody's 
trying to figure out the future," he says. 
"I'm particularly concerned with the role 
of artists in the evolution of entertain
ment, what our place is-and getting our 
fair share." 

- Brad Herzog '90 

Morris began 
with a couple of 
animators ped
dling a cartoon 
fight between 
Jesus and Santa. 
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Divine comedy: Kevin Morris '85 parlayed 'South Park' 
into a landmark deal for TV and online rights.

https://FunnyorDie.com
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One More's a Brothel? 
I mumbled "good morning" to my housemate at six a.m. as we crossed paths on the way 
to the bathroom. She was getting up; I was going to bed. After more than three years of col
lege, I have finally come to terms with the fact that I am genetically predisposed to pro
crastination. Cornell alums have told me that these four years are when you learn about 
yourself; I now know that it is pointless for me to attempt a paper more than twelve hours 
before the deadline. My procrastination is not only applicable to writing essays. I have yet 
to apply to graduate school. However, as I wrote "grad application" in my planner for the 
tenth consecutive day, I realized that maybe I'm not procrastinating so much as denying the 

fact that I'm leaving Cornell. 
Sure I'll miss the classes and the people, but what scares me most is that I will 

no longer come home to eight other girls. After graduation I will have only one-ninth 
of the clothes I now have. If my printer breaks, I can no longer e-mail my paper to 
a friend twenty feet away-and if my heart breaks, my bed will no longer become a 
pile of girls and chocolate. After three years of living in the same crumbling estate 
on the corner of Eddy and State streets, we have accumulated a lot of-for need of 
a printable word-stuff. Our fridge is covered in postcards sent to each other last 
summe1; and the kitchen counter is lined with nine jars of peanut butter. I don't know 
what it's like to come home without stepping over a mountain of sneakers in the 
doorway. 

In an article about sorority housemothers, the Daily Sun investigated whether 
there is evidence to support the rumor that ten ladies living under one roof constitutes 
a brothel under New York State law. The Sun confirmed this to be an urban legend. 
Still, while two-thirds of us maintain steady distance relationships-and we spend 
each weekend traveling with the track team rather than prowling Collegetown-the 
idea of nine girls under one roof still raises some eyebrows. I am not a sentimentalist 

who will be crying at graduation because I'm no longer a student. To be honest, I'm tired 
of hearing the word "prelim," let alone studying for them. While I appreciate the opportu
nity of studying at such an esteemed university, I have to admit that my single greatest fear 
of leaving campus is the prospect of living alone. 

- Aeriel Emig '09 

The Early Bird Gets to Learn 
Except for students who play on sports teams with early practices or those who are in 
ROTC, most undergrads don't wake up early. It's just not part of college life. Howevet; every 

Cl 

2
For the latest postings, go to www.cornellalumnimagazine.com. 
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semester there's an exception: course pre
enrollment. It starts on a Tuesday morn
ing at 6:30, when the online enrollment 
system opens, and it ends at 4:30 the fol
lowing Thursday afternoon. The exact 
dates depend on your class year; seniors 
choose during the first week, followed by 
each subsequent class. 

We roll out of bed at 6:30 because the 
most popular classes fill up immediately, 
and we must compete to get the schedule 
we want. For example, to get into Intro
duction to Wines, you have to enroll right 
when the system opens or wind up on the 
waitlist. When I was pre-enrolling this 
semester, I found out that the Hotel 
school's intro culinary class is similar to 
the wines course in its fierce competi
tion-and unfortunately, I didn't make it. 
And there's plenty of people vying for 
spots in creative writing, art, and foreign 
language classes, just to mention a few. 

Still, pre-enrollment creates a common 
bond for undergrads. Every student has to 
get out of bed early for it during at least 
one semester of their college careers-and 
we all know the excitement of beating the 
competition and getting into our favorite 
course. 

- Jamie Leonard '09 

Ithaca ls ... Edible 
According to the local Chamber of Com
merce, Ithaca has more restaurants per 
capita than New York City. Enter the Eat
ing Ithaca podcast, a biweekly show that 
debuted in January 2008 and capped off 
its first year with a live recording at Feli
cia's Atomic Lounge in December. The 
podcast chronicles the exploits of Dave 
Cameron (a former events coordinator 
and multimedia producer at Cornell) and 
his wife, Andrea (publications editor at 
the Johnson Museum), as they eat at 
every restaurant in Ithaca-in alphabeti
cal order. Their 173-location master list is 
posted on their website, www.eating 
ithaca.com. 

Over its first twenty-five episodes, the 
podcast has coverea everything from pig 
farming to fine chocolates, and the hosts 
have eaten everywhere from upscale 
bistros to fast food joints to all three 
Ithaca Friendly's (they determined the 
Elmira Road location to be the best). In 
addition to reviewing each restaurant, 
they interview figures in the local dining 
community. And as Eating Ithaca entered 
2009, there were still twenty letters to go. 

- Ian Holliday 
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Live an Issue of 
National Geographic 
Join Lindblad Expeditions' team 

of naturalists on an exploration 
of the Land of Darwin. 

Call or log on 

now for up to 

CALL 1-800-EXPEDITION 
www.EXPEDITIONS.com 

Your search ends here 

PAULA MARKS 
the Queen of ?1etwoikinq 

career coaching 
talking resume 

retained executive search 
managing director, Gilbert Tweed Associates 

212. 758.3000 
pmarks@gilberttweed.com 

Paula Marks/J. Patrick Knuff '74 

Visit 
Cornell Alumni 
Magazine online 
cornellalumnimagazine.com 

and our archive 
atecommons 
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/ 
handle/1813/315 7 

se-lec'tive• (adj.) 
1.Empowered or tending to select; 
2. Highly specific in activity or effect; 
3. Who you are, who she is, how we search. 

Selective Search is recognized nationally 
as the most reputable matchmaking firm. 
We are retained exclusively by accom
plished men seeking their ideal partner. 

Each introduction is carefully vetted and 
hand-picked to ensure precision for our 
discriminating clientele. 

SELECTIVE SEARCH" 
Personal Matchmakers 
to Ivy League Bachelors 

866-592-1200 
www.selectivesearch-inc.com 

Women Join Free 
100% Confidential - 100% Offiine 

Chicago - Boston - New York 
Philadelphia - Washington D.C. - Atlanta 

Miami - Houston - Dallas - Austin 
Phoenix - San Francisco - Los Angeles 
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owments 
I . 

An economist 
and faculty 
trustee offers a 
primer on the 
University's 
financial nest 
egg-and 
explains what 
the current 

. . . 
economic crisis 
could mean for 
Cornell's future 

By Ronald 
Ehrenberg 

niversity endowments have come 
under great scrutiny recently. 
During the last academic year, the 
U.S. Senate Finance Committee 
launched an investigation into uni
versities with endowments that 
exceeded $500 million and required 
them to file detailed financial 

reports. Underlying this was some senators' belief that these 
universities should spend more from their endowments to 
improve financial aid and limit tuition increases. 

This year, our nation's financial meltdown and the large 
declines in the values of many university endowments, 
inclu~ing Cornell's, have led to story after story of schools 
slashing budgets, freezing salaries, cutting jobs ( often by 
attrition but sometimes by layoff), and slowing down or 
stopping building projects. But in spite of all the coverage, 
many people still do not understand what endowments are; 
how they are used, invested, and managed; how decisions 
are made about how much to spend from them; and why 
their declines are having such profound effects. 

With so much confusion about endowments, CAM asked 
Ronald Ehrenberg, the Ives Professor of Industrial and 
Labor Relations and Economics, to offer a mini-course on 
the subject. Ehrenberg, an expert in higher education 
financing, is also a Weiss Presidential Fellow, director of the 
Cornell Higher Education Research Institute, and a faculty 
member of the Board of Trustees. 
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What's an endowment? 
Endowment is a general term for collections of financial and real 
assets held by universities to generate income for current and future 
operations. But within the broad umbrella of "the endowment" 
there are different types of endowments, which can cause confu
sion. "True endowments" are assets that were specified by the 
donor to be held in perpetuity to support particular activities or 
programs. Hence, over time, only the cumulative sLm1 of the income 
plus capital gains that these funds have generated can be spent. 

When endowment values are reported by universities, they 
usually include "funds functioning as endowments"; these are 
funds that the university has decided to treat as if they were 
endowments-but if the needs of the university ever require that 
the principal be spent, it is free to do 
about one-third of Cornell's endowment 
tioning as endowments. 

Isn't an endowment like a 
big savings account? 
While the public (and politicians) often 
thinks of an endowment as a pool of 
funds that a university can use for any 
purpose, this is not true. Donors often 
restrict their gifts. Whether or not these 
really limit what the university does 
depends upon the nature of the activity 
and the restriction. For example, a 
donor may provide an endowment to 
support undergraduate financial aid. If 
the sum of that university's endowments 
for such aid generates less money than it 
wants to spend on undergraduate finan
cial aid, then this endowment restriction 
is not a true constraint. That's because 
the university must use all these 
restricted funds-and more-to achieve 
its financial aid goal in this area. 

so. On June 30, 2008, 
was actually funds func

Data indicate that 
the average payout 
rate {spending from 
the endowment as a 

share of market 
value) from fiscal 

year 2000 to 
fiscal year 2007 was 

5.375 percent for 
Cornell, the highest 

among the Ivies. 

Similarly, if a donor provides an 
endowment to support a professorship 
in economics and the university would have employed at least 
one economist anyway, that does not restrict the university's 
behavior. On the other hand, if a donor provides an endowment 
to hire a professor who studies the economics of higher educa
tion and in the absence of that gift the university would not place 
a high priority on employing faculty with interest in this topic, 
then the endowment truly is restricted, both legally and in prac
tice. Not surprisingly, universities try to encourage donors to 
make _the uses of their endowments as broad as possible. 

It 1s useful to think of an endowment as more like a mutual 
fund, and indeed Cornell's is structured in this way. When a 
donor makes a gift to the endowment, that money buys shares 
in it. Over periods with positive average returns, the restriction 
that the initial principal of a true endowment cannot be spent is 
usually not a constraint. But when values decline rapidly, as they 
have over the past year, this restriction may apply to gifts whose 
current value has fallen below that when they were received. In 
this case, no expenditures can be made from these endowments 
until they regain their original value. 
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How does Cornell's endowment compare to 
others in the Ivy League? 
Before the financial meltdown, Harvard's endowment was more 
than $36 billion; Cornell's was the sixth largest at about 
$5 .4 billion (see Figure 1, which shows the size of the endow
ments held by the eight Ivies as of June 30, 2008). But looking 
at the endowment per student, to control for the varying size of 
the institutions, gives a very different picture (see Figure 2, which 
shows data for the 2006-07 academic year). Viewed this way, 
Princeton was the richest school, with more than $2 million per 
student, while Cornell was the poorest, with less than $300,000. 
Of course, all of these numbers would be lower if we knew the 
precise current values-most of the Ivy schools, including Cor
nell, reported declines of 20 to 30 percent in the six-month 
period ending on December 31, 2008, and it is likely that these 

declines have continued. 

How much of its endowment 
should a university spend 
each year? 
The share of an institution's operating 
budget that comes from its endowment 
depends upon, among other things, its 
endowment's value, the spending rate 
from its endowment, and its other 
sources of revenue. Data that the Ivy 
schools submitted to the Senate Finance 
Committee last year indicate that the 
average payout rate (spending from the 
endowment as a share of market value) 
from fiscal year 2000 to fiscal year 2007 
was 5.375 percent for Cornell, the high
est among the Ivies. The three richest 
Ivies had lower average payouts, from 
4.062 to 4.38 percent. Payout rates tend 
to be lower at richer institutions because 
they do not need to generate as much 
spending from each dollar of their 

endowment to support their operations. Given the return on an 
endowment and its rate of growth due to new gifts, lower spend
ing rates mean the endowment grows faster; this is one of the 
reasons that the disparity in endowment wealth among the Ivies 
has increased over time. 

In spite of their lower payout rates, this year Harvard, Yale, 
and Princeton each is generating between 35 and 45 percent of 
its operating budget from its endowment. Cornell, which has a 
large volume of external research funding and (declining) state 
appropriations for its four contract colleges, is generating 11 per
cent. So the tremendous fall in endowment values is affecting 
Cornell's richer peers more than us, in the short run-although 
they have more leeway to increase their payout rates to offset 
the decline in their endowments. 

How does a university set its payout? 
It must balance the needs of the current generation with the needs 
of the future. To protect future generations against inflation, the 
endowment for a specific activity (e.g., a professorship in eco-
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FIGURE 3 
Distribution of 
Cornell's endowments 
across asset classes as of 
June 30, 2008 
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nomics) must grow by the average rate of inflation. If the per
centage return from the endowment (net of investment and 
administrative costs) was constant over time, as was the rate of 
inflation, then to preserve the real purchasing power of endow
ment spending the payout rate should equal the difference 
between the investment return and the rate of inflation. Over long 
periods, this difference has been in the range of 4 to 5 percent. 

Investment returns are not constant, and endowments do not 
grow at a constant rate. If universities based their spending only 
on the beginning-of-fiscal-year value of their endowments, their 
payouts would fluctuate wildly over time. To smooth it out, most 
universities apply a desired spending percentage to the average 
value of their endowment over a number of quarters, often 
twelve. (Cornell's spending rule is somewhat different, but it 
operates using an analogous principle.) But these smoothing rules 
never envisioned a decline in returns like our economy is now 
experiencing. If, for example, an endowment falls by 33 percent 
(optimistically) during this fiscal year and stays flat for two 
more years, by the third year spending-according to the 
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twelve-quarter rule-would have declined by 33 percent. 
Universities simply do not have the option of cutting back 

their expenditures by that much. If spending from an endowment 
covered the cost of a professor's salary, for example, then the 
reduced spending from the endowment over the three-year period 
would require the university to finance part of that salary from 
other funds. Or, given Cornell's financial aid policies, if the 
spending from our endowment dedicated to financial aid 
declines, we will have to make this up by spending more unre
stricted operating funds (primarily tuition revenues) on aid. 

How do cuts in the payout affect a university? 
They invariably affect all operations and lead to cuts throughout 
the university. For an institution like Cornell that currently gets 
about 11 percent of its budget from endowment income, a 
33 percent reduction would create a budget gap of almost 4 per
cent. For a richer institution that gets 45 percent of its budget 
from its endowment, the gap would be 15 percent. Of course, 
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CORNELL ENDOWMENT UPDATE 

n January, President David Skorton reported that Cornell's long-term investments (LTI)

which include the endowment and two smaller funds-had declined by 27 percent between 

June 30 and December 31, 2008. The LTI was valued at $6.1 billion on June 30, so this 

decline represented a loss of about $1.6 billion. In March, a further decline was noted in the 

prospectus for the University's sale of $305 million in tax-exempt bonds for capital projects. 

It stated: "As of February 28, 2009, the estimated fair value of the LTI has declined by 

approximately 31 percent from June 30, 2008. This estimate is unaudited and does not 

reflect updated real estate and private equity valuations for which valuations are provided on a quar

terly basis. Approximately 62.4 percent of the LTI is valued monthly with the remaining 37.6 percent 

valued as of September 30, 2008." 

The additional 4 percent brings the total decline to about $1.9 billion since June 30, 2008, yielding 

an LTI value of approximately $4.2 billion. In addition, the prospectus showed a significant shift in the 

allocation of the LTI from the percentages shown in the graph on page 46. As of March 13, 2009, Cor

nell's investment assets, at fair value, were allocated as follows: 

Cash and cash equivalents 18% 

Private equities 18% 

Real assets 18% 

Absolute return 13% 

Hedged equities 13% 

Fixed income 11% 

Domestic equities 5% 

Foreign equities 4% 

Other 0% 

Given the nationwide drop in real estate values, a further decline in the value of the real assets is likely, 

and the value of the University's private equity holdings is similarly in question. 

Moving forward, Cornell's investment strategy will be "cautious and defensive," says James Walsh, the 

University's chief investment officer. "The endowment is fundamentally a long-term investor, but [we have] 

to be conscious of contemporary market conditions." He says that his office and the Investment Commit

tee of the Board of Trustees are "actively pursuing new investment opportunities to build for a strong 

recovery in performance over the coming years." 

- Jim Roberts '71 
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the richer institutions have lower payout rates, so if they increase 
their rates to Cornell's level, that would ameliorate the short-term 
problem. 

Universities with large endowments took a lot of beat from 
the public and politicians during the booming markets of the 
Nineties and the early years of this century because when endow
ments are rapidly increasing, a spending rule based on the aver
age value of the endowment over a number of years will lead to 
spending a much lower percentage of its current value. Perhaps 
because of this heat, or because they realized that they needed 
additional funds for financial aid and strategic academic priori
ties, a number of universities, including Cornell, decided to 
"jump" their payout rates several times over the last two 
decades, to get closer to their desired spending rate as a function 
of the endowment's current value. In retrospect, these institutions 
might have been better served if they had resisted the pressure. 

Even if a particular endowment is restricted, an increase in 
the payout rate may benefit activities other than the one the 
endowment supports, because they sometimes fail to cover the 
total cost. For example, the spending from a restricted endow
ment for a professorship may not provide enough resources to 
cover salary and benefits. If this occurs, part of the cost must 
come from unrestricted revenues. If the spending rate is increased, 
the university can reduce its support of the professor from unre
stricted revenues and use these funds for other purposes. Of 
course, universities try hard to accept only those restrictive 
endowments whose spending will cover the entire cost. 

Should universities reconsider their payout 
formulas? 
Wide fluctuations in market valuation do raise that question. 

For example, these fluctuations may suggest the need to base 
spending on a longer period, so there will be less variability in 
the flow coming from the endowment. A few universities 
already do this. One is the University of Michigan, which has 
the ninth-largest endowment in the country; it spends 5 percent 
of a seven-year average of its value, up to a maximum of 
5.3 percent of its current value. The downside of basing spend
ing rules on longer periods is that during prolonged upswings 
in the market (such as we experienced during most of the past 
twenty years), spending as a share of the current value of the 
endowment will fall below the target percentage. When that 
happens, public criticism may mount that universities are not 
spending enough. But again, in retrospect, it may make sense 
for universities to take this heat. 

During a prolonged upswing, such a spending policy would 
disadvantage the current generation of students relative to future 
generations, and the resulting low payout rate would likely dis
courage giving. To achieve intergenerational equity, it is essential 
for universities to focus more of their efforts on developing 
increased flows of unrestricted giving to support current opera
tions. At Cornell, under the leadership of trustee Bob Katz '69, 
efforts to grow the Annual Fund are already under way. As he is 
fond of pointing out, if the University could increase its Annual 
Fund donations by $10 million a year and maintain giving at this 
level (with only inflationary increases), it would yield an income 
stream equivalent to a $200 million endowment, assuming a 
5 percent payout rate. 

How is Cornell's portfolio allocated? 
On June 30, 2008 (see Figure 3), the largest share was in hedged 
equities-that is, investments open to a limited range of investors 
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that often may be leveraged and that can use short-selling and 
hedging methods. This was followed by real assets (real estate and 
commodities), foreign equity (stocks of international companies), 
private equity (equity in companies not publicly traded), fixed 
income, domestic equity, and absolute return (funds that aim to 
produce a positive absolute return regardless of the direction of 
financial markets). Less than 5 percent of the portfolio was in 
cash and cash equivalents. If you had looked at the endowment 
of an academic institution twenty-five 
years ago, it would have been invested in 
a much narrower set of assets-primarily 
domestic and foreign equities, bonds, real 
estate, and cash. 

Why have universities 
diversified into hedge funds 
and other "alternative 
assets"? 
The inclusion of the broader range of 
assets in today's endowments derives 
from the increasing sophistication of 
money managers and the broader range 
of investment vehicles that are now 
available. The movement to include 
diverse investments such as hedge 
funds, commodities, and private equity 
was led by David Swenson, who has 
managed Yale's endowment since the 

= 

I 

I
~ 

early Eighties and achieved extraordinary success. Until 
recently, anyway. 

The expansion into a broad range of investments was an 
effort to improve average rates of return without increasing risk. 
And, in spite of press about failed investments by some schools 
in these alternative assets, to date university endowments (includ
ing Cornell's) have not declined by as much as broad stock mar
ket indices. How recent history will affect the allocation of 
endowment assets at major universities is an open question, but 
it is important to emphasize a fundamental rule about invest
ments: past performance matters only to the extent that it is 
believed to be an indicator of future performance, given percep
tions of market conditions. 

Who manages the endowment? 
At Cornell, fiduciary responsibility falls to the Board of Trustees, 
and they take this responsibility seriously. The Investment Com
mittee, of which I am not a member, makes decisions on how to 
allocate the portfolio across broad asset classes and periodically 
rebalances it. This rebalancing takes into account changes in the 
portfolio due to differences in past performance as well as the 
members' judgment on the likely future returns of different assets. 

In spite of press 
about failed invest-
ments in alternative 

assets by some
 schools, to date uni-

versity endowments 
(including Cornell's) 
have not declined by

as much as broad

 stock market indices. 

._... .. --
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In addition to worrying about returns, the Investment Com
mittee must consider the liquidity of the portfolio. Liquidity is 
important to help the University meet its cash-flow needs, and 
during the financial meltdown these were exacerbated because a 
decline in values can lead to pressure to sell assets for short-term 
reasons-such as to generate cash for endowment payout-even 
if such sales do not make sense over the long term. In addition, 
some asset classes may require commitments to make additional 

investments in those areas and put limi
tations on the University's ability to rap
idly withdraw funds .

l The Investment Committee has been 
working virtually nonstop to reallocate 
the Cornell portfolio in a way that 
makes sense for the long run and pro
vides necessary cash flow. Some univer
sities, including Harvard and Princeton, 
have decided to use substantial amounts 
of taxable long-term debt to ensure liq
uidity and protect themselves from hav
ing to sell off assets that they believe will 
generate returns that exceed the bor
rowing costs over time. Cornell recently 
decided to pursue a similar policy, albeit 
on a smaller scale. 

While the Investment Committee 
allocates the endowment across asset 
categories, they do not actually manage 
the money. Most of Cornell's assets are 

handled by external investment fund managers. The Office of 
University Investments, which reports to the Investment Com
mittee, allocates assets within each class to a number of external 
managers. Within a class, high-performing individuals receive 
more assets to manage, while those who are low-performing will 
see a cutback. 

In your opinion, how will the current financial 
crisis affect the future of endowments? 
Selective private colleges and universities are likely to find that 
they have reached a turning point and will not have the flexibil
ity to keep increasing tuition at rates substantially higher than 
the growth of family income, as they have in the past. Thus, 
developing increased flows of philanthropy to fund their current 
operations, support capital projects, and build their endowments 
is likely to be increasingly important if they are to continue to 
prosper. While many institutions, including Cornell, are fortu
nate to have loyal alumni, it is likely that increased philanthropy 
will be contingent upon demonstrating to potential donors that 
these institutions are good stewards of their funds and that they 
use them wisely. That will be vital if university endowments are 
going to recover value and grow. 13 

For more about Cornell's endowment, its performance, and the endowment spending policy, consult Cornell's 2007-08 Financial Plan: Year

End Variance Report (November 2008), pages 15-18, available online at dpb.cornell.edu. For more general information on endowments 
and endowment policies, see Chapter 3 of Tuition Rising: Why College Costs So Much (Harvard University Press) by Ronald Ehrenberg. 
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Nine undergrads spend 
spring break in Orlando
but instead of riding on 
Space Mountain, they do 
long division 

By Beth Saulnier 
Photographs by Chad Pilster 

pring break. The phrase 
conjures images of colle
giate bacchanalia, of sandy 
beaches and frozen drinks 
-beer pong, wet T-shirt 
contests, frat boys behaving 

badly and sorority girls gone wild. 
That is not Micah Bell's spring break. 

Though she is indeed in Florida, the petite 
African American junior is clad in a demure 
blouse and slacks-no string bikini in sight-as 
she perches on a stool in a first-grade class
room in Orlando's Tangelo Park Elementary 
School. Beneath posters declaring the colors, 
days of the week, and letters of the alphabet, 
she reads aloud from a book called Johnny 
Appleseed & the Bears; when she's done, she 
passes out construction paper-pink for the 
girls, blue for the boys-so they can draw their 
own bear pictures. "We are not rude," teacher 
Lillie Ward reminds the students as they jockey 
for the stash of colored pencils. "We share and 
we don't yell." 

uns 
• 
1n 
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It's called Alternative Spring Break, and the name says it all. 
Each March, the Cornell Public Service Center offers more than 
a dozen community service trips for students who crave some
thing different from the traditional sun and sand (or channel
surfing on their parents' couch). Most of the trips are fairly close 
to campus-students work at an LGBT service center in New 
York City or an organization battling homelessness in Philadel
phia-but some go farther afield, like to a women's shelter in 
West Virginia. Says program executive director Leonardo 
Vargas-Mendez: "These are great opportunities for students to 
apply the theoretical learning that happens in the classroom." 

For the past two years, the University has sent students to 
Orlando to work as mentors and teachers' aides in Tangelo Park, 
the focus of an educational initiative by local hotelier Harris 
Rosen '61. He puts the students up in his 1,500-room Rosen 
Shingle Creek golf resort and convention hotel; the property, 
rated four diamonds by AAA, is a short drive from Tangelo 
Park-a working-class, predominantly African American neigh
borhood of modest single-family homes where 85 percent of stu
dents qualify for free or reduced lunch. 

In 1994, Rosen founded the Tangelo Park Pilot Program to 
aid the neighborhood via free home-based preschool, scholar
ships to Florida's public universities, and a community resource 
center-programs that benefit Tangelo Park kids from age two 
through college graduation. "This is not something where the 
Great White Knight comes in and says, 'I'll change your lives for 
the better,' " Rosen says. "This is saying, 'I have an idea, but 
we're going to have to work together.' " Today, citing research 
by a University of Chicago economist, he says that the Pilot Pro
gram generates seven dollars in community benefits for every dol
lar spent. "The return on investment is huge," Rosen says. "If 
we took 1,000 neighborhoods and spent approximately what we 
spend a year-a maximum of $2 million to $3 million-dear 
God! Is it better to spend that helping these kids and changing 
our society, or giving bonuses to fat cats? It's surprising to me 
that other successful, wealthy individuals are disinclined to do 
things like this-I never could fathom that." 

A 
series of humble, low-slung, Sixties-era build
ings connected by covered walkways, Tangelo 
Park Elementary is a study in how staff dedi
cation and the right resources can make an 
enormous difference in kids' lives. On the 

Cornell students' first day there, for example, the fifth graders 
are about to begin the science portion of the dreaded Florida 
Comprehensive Assessment Test. But rather than going straight 
from the bus to the classroom, they start the day with a break
fast of sausage biscuits (Rosen often underwrites test-day meals) 
in the cafeteria, where principal Tashanda Brown-Cannon leads 
a pep rally and a moment of meditation. Then they march to the 
test en masse, clad in gold Tangelo Park Tigers T-shirts, clutch
ing bottles of water and fruit snacks to keep their energy up. 

The school's motto-"Excellence is the only option"-is 
nearly as ubiquitous as the images of Barack Obama, who 
appears on numerous posters and computer desktops. Brown
Cannon notes that from 2006-07 to 2007-08, the number of 
students who passed the science FCAT more than doubled, from 
16 percent to 33 percent, and that Tangelo Park had the fourth
highest improvement rate in reading and math scores among cen
tral Florida elementary schools. "All of the teachers and staff 
members are interested in seeing the students succeed, and they're 
willing to do whatever it takes," says Brown-Cannon. "If they 
need to feed a child, take a child home, counsel a parent-they 
are willing to do it so that the whole child is successful. It's 
important that we just get in and do what needs to be done with 
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happy hearts." 
The nine Cornell undergrads and one law student who spend 

their break in Tangelo Park find themselves transported back to 
their grade school days: those working with younger kids romp 
with them on the playground or fashion bunnies from con
struction paper and cotton balls, while those assigned to older 
grades help unravel the mysteries of polygons, fractions, and long 
division. With Easter on the horizon, junior Marc Hem Lee sits 
in a rocking chair and reads the cautionary tale Little Rabbit 
Foo-Foo-in which the title character pays a dire price for "bop
ping" his fellow forest creatures on the head-to a rapt audience 
of pre-kindergarteners. Speaking in the lilting accent of his native 
Trinidad and Tobago, Hem Lee indicates each line in the over
sized volume with a pointer that has a puffy glove at one end. 
Later, during play time, he flips plastic pancakes on a toy stove 
and has an imaginary conversation on a stuffed princess phone, 
then heads over to a fifth-grade classroom to help make a model 
of the solar system. "The way I look at life is that you learn and 

H 
arris Rosen can admit it now, because 
there's nobody around to beat him up: he 
used to cheat at marbles. Growing up on 
Manhattan's Lower East Side, Rosen was the 
self-described "king of the marbles." But 

more than six decades later, the jovial hotel owner can cop to 
the fact that it wasn't all about skill. "When no one was look
ing, I would find the smallest obstacle to put right in front of 
my pee-wee so that the marble would go this way and that," 
he recalls with a grin. "I took very few hits. When marble 
season came, that's when my entrepreneurial juices started 
flowing." 

In addition to being a marbles shark, Rosen used to run a 
nightcrawler business; when he found a particularly long one, 
he'd cut it in half and sell it as two. And while serving in the 
Army in Germany after graduating from the Hotel school, he 
bought tulip bulbs and sold them on the base; he hired a 
local woman to dress in a Dutch-girl costume notable for its 
decolletage and instructed her to bend down whenever possi
ble. They sold out within hours. 

Clearly, Rosen had the enterprising itch from early on. 
Today, he's the president and CEO of Rosen Hotels & Resorts, 
an Orlando-based firm whose holdings range from the nation's 
largest Quality Inn to the luxurious Rosen Shingle Creek 
Resort. ''I'm a hands-on person and I enjoy walking around, 
chatting with people-the personification of an owner-opera
tor," he says. "If you've got 100,000 people in your company 
you can't possibly meet them all, and I think that's a great 
disadvantage." A former executive for Hilton and Disney, 
Rosen got his first taste of the hotel business through his 
father, a safety engineer at the Waldorf Astoria in New York 
City. His dad had a lucrative sideline doing calligraphy for 
banquets; he'd pay Rosen a penny to erase the pencil guide
lines on each placecard. "We would take the elevator up to 
his office and, on occasion, there would be some famous per
son," he says. "Marilyn Monroe lived there. Ty Cobb lived 
there for a while. I got to meet Jackie Robinson, Pope John. 
So it became a very exciting thought for me to be involved in 
this incredibly exciting life." 

Rosen eventually enrolled in the Hotel school, where his 
most vivid memory is mixing up the salt and the sugar during 
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The Risk-Taker 
Harris Rosen '61 has built a hotel empire in Florida's tourist mecca 

(and he likes to jump out of airplanes) 

a cooking lesson, prompting the professor to spit out his sample 
in front of the entire class. "So I failed baked apple," he admits 
with mock gravity. "That's on my record and I have to live with it 
for the rest of my life." After service as an Army officer in Germany 
and South Korea, Rosen started his hotel career back at the 
Waldorf, where he worked as a convention salesman. Although he 
went on to become Disney's director of hotel planning-he was 
heavily involved in designing Disney World's two original hotels, 
the Contemporary and the Polynesian-he ultimately decided he 
didn't fit the company's mold and struck out on his own. 

In 1974, he bought a 256-room Quality Inn and spent the next 
decade and a half building the business with a single-mindedness 
bordering on the obsessive. He lived there with his German shep-

herd, the two of them acting as the hotel's security team. He 
took particular pleasure in carving meat on the buffet line, 
often bantering with foreign tourists in the German he'd 
picked up in the Army. "The chef loved when I carved 
because there wasn't any meat left," he says. "If there was a 
bone in, it was ready to give to the dog." Rosen even did his 
own landscaping. "I would be out there when it was ninety
five degrees and I'd be sweating and planting my marigolds 
and petunias and periwinkles and people would come by and 
bring me lemonade and ask, 'What kind of a boss do you 
have?"' he recalls with a laugh. "And I'd say, 'He's actually a 
very nice guy, he just wants the work done: " 

Rosen's intense focus on the business led him to marry 
late in life; now in his seventies, he is the father of four 
teenagers, three girls and a boy. Still trim and athletic, he 
swims an hour a day, holds a black belt in judo, and jumps 
out of an airplane every year on his birthday. "You are what 
you are, and 99.9 percent of humankind are not entrepre
neurs," he says. "There's nothing wrong with that. Some work 
for the postal service, and thank God for them. Some are fire
men and policemen and teachers, and that's beautiful. And 
some are crazy-they have ideas and they do something with 
them. But you can't teach someone to take the risk." 

In addition to his philanthropy in Tangelo Park, Rosen 
gave the University of Central Florida some $15 million and 
twenty acres adjacent to Shingle Creek to found the Rosen 
College of Hospitality Management, which opened in 1994. 
Although he thinks some of his kids may attend, he says he 
doesn't "hit them over the head" with the idea of going into 
the family business. In any event, Rosen seems nowhere near 
retirement."If you don't have passion for what you're doing, 
then forget about it," he says. "Are there challenges and 
aggravations? Of course there are. But I enjoy every part of 
what I do." 

Back to school: Micah 
Bell '10 assists first
grade teacher (and 
retired corrections 
officer) Lillie Ward. 
Below: Tangelo Park 
benefactor Harris 
Rosen '61 visits a 
classroom. 
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grow based on your experiences," says Hem Lee, a theater arts 
major who plans a career in medicine. "I chose to go to Tangelo 
Park to do this sort of volunteer work so that it would help me 
grow as a person. It was fun and I learned a lot. Evel')•one was 
so kind and welcoming to us, and thankful that we were there 
to help." 

In addition to their hands-on work in the classroom, the Cor
nell students-most of whom are African American-serve as 
role models, showing the children that, regardless of race, hard 
work can get them to college. And even though most of the kids 
come from families of limited means, a college education is more 
than just a pipe dream: as long as they live in Tangelo Park when 

Student's pet: Bell (above) quickly became a classroom favorite. as did Hem Lee (opposite, left). 
Opposite, right: Rosen observes a fourth-grade science lesson on precipitation led by 
Jillian Greenaway '10. 
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they graduate high school, Rosen will pay their way through any 
public university in rhe srare. "For students in poverty to be suc
cessful, it's important that we provide hope," says Brown
Cannon, "and that free college education is a source of hope for 
all of our students." According ro the principal, the very fact that 
the Cornell students are willing ro spend their vacation in Tan
gelo Park sends a powerful message. "It shows students how 
important it is to give back," she says, "how important service 
is to the community." 

0 
n the Wednesday of spring break, Rosen visits 
the school, going from classroom to classroom 
trailed by two photographers and a cameraman 
from the local TV news. He drops in on a 
fourth-grade science lesson where students are 

using construction paper; yarn, and cotton balls to illustrate evap
oration, precipitation, and condensation. "Rain starts in a 
cloud," Rosen says as he admires their work. "We need rain right 
now, don't we?" He smiles at Jillian Greenaway '10, a human 
development major clad in an Obama T-shirt. "This young lady 
goes to a very fancy college," he tells the kids. "Is everybody 
going to a fancy college one day? OK, you guys be good!" He 
heads ro another classroom, stopping to clean some dead leaves 
off the concrete walkway. Over in rhe third grade, rhe students 
are modeling the spinal cord with circular pasta and gummy Life 
Savers. "Are real backbones made out of Life Savers and pasta?" 
Rosen asks them. They respond in unison: "No, sir!" 

During their week in Tangelo Park, rhe Cornell students also 
get a look at ocher elements of the Pilot Program. They visit the 
home-based preschools rhar Rosen set up, hear a talk by a Uni
versity of Central Florida professor on empowering African 
American parents, and meet with a group of college-bound stu-

dents at the local high school. "Do you have robe, like, a genius 
to get into Cornell?" one teen asks during the question-and
answer session, which covers such topics as fraternities, sports, 
GPAs, and the size of dorm rooms. Bell-a Fort Lauderdale 
native and the only Florida resident among the Cornellians-is 
a focus of interest, fielding variations on the same question: How 
cold is it up there, really? 

Practically from rhe moment she walks into Ward's first-grade 
classroom, Bell has a strong rapport with rhe kids, who call her 
"Miss Micah" and greet her with hugs. The daughter of Michael 
Bell '83 and Janet Matthews Bell '82, she has done Alternative 
Spring Break every year, previously working for an ACLU youth 
rights program and a housing development agency, both in New 
York City. "I feel like I'm doing something useful during my 
break, something that is affecting other people," she says. "I'm 
not just lounging and relaxing, I'm leaming-and that's what 
college is about. If I can extend rhat into spring break, it's actu
ally a benefit, so I don't think I'm missing anything ar all." (And 
in fact, the trip isn't all work and no play: in addition ro enjoy
ing the amenities of Rosen's resort, the students get ro spend a 
Sunday at Sea World and an evening at Universal's City Walk 
entertainment complex.) 

Bell, who plans to work for Teach for America after gradu
ation and eventually earn a law degree, gets many valuable les
sons in tending to first-graders from Ward, a formidable woman 
with dyed red hair who took up teaching after twenty years as a 
corrections officer. Asked the inevitable question-how much dif
ference is there between overseeing inmates and six-year-olds?
she laughs. "Not much," she says. "You get what you give. You 
give respect, you get respect." 

Ward brooks no disobedience from the children, gently cor
recting them when they fidget while sining on the floor for a les
son. "Criss-cross, applesauce!" she tells them in a singsong voice, 
reminding them to sit cross-legged and pay attention. "I think it 
went well," Bell says at the end of the week. "Our last day, peo
ple got emotional. I think it made a big impact on everybody. I 
loved meeting the students and I'm really going ro miss them. It 
was a good experience, and it was nice to be able to provide a 
service to a community in need."13 
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War College 
In an excerpt from their new book, 
two Cornell historians describe 
how the GI Bill transformed 
American campuses 

By Glenn Altschuler 
& Stuart Blumin 

Reprintedby permission of the publisher, Oxford 
University Press. Excerpted and condensed from 
TheGIBill: A New Deal for Veterans.© 2009 by 
Glenn Altschuler & Stuart Blumin. The book is 
available directly from the Oxford University Press 
at www.oup.corrv'us. 

y the spring of 1946, Time reported, it 
was "standing room only" in many of 
the 2,268 universities, colleges, and jun
ior colleges approved by the Veterans 
Administration as eligible for reim
bursement under Title II of the GI Bill. 
Three hundred thousand World War II 
veterans had enrolled, more than three 

times the number of matriculants in the entire year of 1945. 
Millions more were on the way. In 1945, 88,000 of 1.6 million 
students were Gls. By 1947, 2.3 million men and women had 
enrolled in colleges and universities, 1.15 million of them veter
ans of World War IL The dilemma of administrators in higher 
education, wrote Milton MacKaye in the Saturday Evening 
Post, was akin to that of the family "who inherited a herd of 
elephants: where to put them .... The bitter tea of the educators 
is this: the dream of opportunity is at hand, and the colleges do 
not have the facilities, the housing, the instructors or classrooms 
to handle it." 

With a big assist from federal and state governments, institutions of higher educa
tion struggled to meet the challenge. The impact on American society and culture can
not be measured with precision, but by all accounts the investment in human capital 
made through the GI Bill yielded enormous dividends. Hundreds of thousands of Amer
icans who otherwise would not have returned to school completed undergraduate and 
graduate degrees. Along with the Gls who would have resumed their education with
out the legislation, they added 450,000 engineers, 180,000 doctors, dentists, and nurses, 
360,000 teachers, 150,000 scientists, 243,000 accountants, 107,000 lawyers, and 36,000 
clergymen to the ranks of the nation's professionals. Although the GI Bill was, at best, 
a mixed blessing for women and African Americans-its benefits fell disproportionately 
on white males-it clearly sustained postwar prosperity, fueled a revolution in rising 
expectations, and accelerated the shift to the postindustrial information age. 
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Less noted was the impact of Title II on institutions of higher 
education. The massive influx of veterans resulted in changes
some of them permanent and profound-in rhe physical plants, 
admissions procedures, guidance and resting services, curriculum, 
pedagogy, and relationship to the government of American col
leges and universities. Most important, rhe Gls' academic 
achievements enhanced the prestige, practical value, and visibil
ity of a college diploma. Harold Stoke, president of rhe Univer
sity of New Hampshire, was perhaps too sanguine in proclaim
ing that the GI Bill had "unwittingly imposed compulsory 
education on the nation." The legislation, howeve1; did help forge 
a consensus that the number of college-caliber candidates, drawn 
from all socioeconomic and ethnic groups, was far larger than 
previously thought. Americans began to perceive undergraduate 
and graduate degrees as gateways to the professions, the new 
route to the American Dream. 

In 1946, Title 11 of the GI Bill i:emained an experiment with 
an uncertain outcome. Considering it "their bounded duty to 

open the doors of opportunity to the multitudes"-and not 
unmindful of the tuition pouring into bursars' offices-colleges 
and universities scrambled to accommodate as many students as 
possible. Enrollments on many campuses exploded. At Purdue 
University, degree matriculants jumped from 5,628 in 1945 to 

11,462 in 1946. The enrollment at Syracuse University in 1945 
was 4,391; a year later it had swelled to 15,228. 

Housing the veterans was the most pressing problem. Of 100 
colleges polled by the American Council on Education i111945 
(before eligibility under Title Il was liberalized), eighty-seven 
reported shortages. These institutions alone needed 47,300 sin
gle rooms and an additional 22,120 apartments (to accommo-

date the families of married veterans). At first, the Veterans 
Administration refused to help with housing because it segregated 
veterans from civilian students and put them "in a special cate
gory." Congress raced to the rescue. In a series of amendments 
to the Lanham Act of 1940, which authorized the federal gov
ernment to construct public housing to facilitate the nation's 
defense, the House and the Senate authorized the t arional Hous
ing Agency to rent housing to veterans, construct temporary units 
for them, move facilities to sites approved by colleges and uni
versities, and reimburse institutions rhat had already incurred 
expenses in doing so. Congress appropriated almost $450 mil
lion for these initiatives. When the funds ran out in August 1946, 
101,462 accommodations had been transferred to institutions of 
higher education. 

An additional 100,000 units came from government facilities 
located near college campuses. Just about anything with four 
walls, including Quonset huts and mess tents, sufficed. Quarters 
once utilized by bachelor officers at Kirtland Field housed sru
denrs at the University of New Mexico; barracks at Camp Kilmer 
and a prefabricated steel factory, about to be delivered to the 

Soviet Union, were turned over to Rutgers University; Hiram 
College in Ohio gained access ro apartments at the Ravenna 
Ordnance Plant; Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute leased LSTs 
(landing ship tanks), floating in the Hudson River, to accom
modate 600 veterans; and the government converted thirty-nine 
prisoner-of-war barracks from \Xleingarten, Missouri, into 117 
housing units for veterans enrolled at Notre Dame. At peak 
enrollment, historian Keith Olson has estimated, perhaps 
300,000 student veterans lived in facilities acquired under rhe 
Lanham Act amendments. 

Colleges and universities also used their own resources to add 
housing stock. In addition to the East Vetsburg and Tower Road 
complexes on its Ithaca campus, for example, Cornell leased the 
Glen Springs Hotel in Watkins Glen, a once luxurious facility 
with a country club, health resort, and golf course that had been 
unoccupied for four years. Cornell converted the hotel into 
apartments for 135 married veterans, an infirmary, a sun porch, 
and a recreation lounge for dancing. Meals were served in a cafe
teria set up in the main dining room. Although New York State 
provided assistance for the project, the University's contribution 
included $50,000 for furnishings and equipment and about 
$26,000 a year to bus the students to Ithaca, a round trip of 
more than fifty miles. 

In addition to housing, colleges and universities provided 
more classrooms, laboratories, libraries, and offices for faculry 
and administrators. Convinced that the battle of the (enrollment) 
bulge would last no more than four years, Veterans Administra
tion director Frank Hines insisted that permanent additions to 
the physical plant constituted "expansion to destruction." In 
August 1946, with the Veterans' Educational Facilities Program 

(VEFP), Congress amended the Lanham 
Act yet again to permit and pay for the 
disassembly, transportation, and reassem
bly of surplus military buildings on the 
campus of any Title If institution facing
a temporary shortage of floor space. Ar 
a cost of about $80 million the govern
ment moved 5,920 structures, including 
ordnance depots, military barracks, and
Quonset huts, to more than 700 col
leges, where they became makeshift 
classrooms and faculty offices. Two
other provisions of the VEFP permitted 
educational institutions to acquire with
out cost or purchase in advance of 

public sale smplus government property, including furniture, 
textbooks, cars, lockers, electronics equipment, air conditioners, 
chemicals, and medicine. By the end of 1948, assets valued at 
almost $125 million had been transferred. 

In addition to the East Vetsburg and 
Tower Road complexes, Cornell 
leased the Glen Springs Hotel in 
Watkins Glen, a once luxurious 
facility with a country club. 

58 Cornell Alumni Magazine j corncllalu1nnimagazine.com 

ith the sudden and steep 
increase in enrollment, most 
institutions searched franti
cally for qualified teachers. 
Colleges and universities in 
California, for example, 
needed to add at least 5,820 

instructors ro its faculty of 7,802 just to accommodate the GI 
matriculanrs in 1946. Moreover, search committees found that 
the pickings were slim. Given low salaries and a booming econ
omy, a substantial number of the college professors who had 
served in the armed forces decided nor to return ro the class-
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Home sweet barracks· 
Cornell constructed .
of tern acres 

porary housing for 
~eterans and their families 
in a development nick
named Vetsburg It'sth · · now 

e site of Maplewood 
Apartments. 



Concerns that the GI 
Bill would lower aca
demic standards 
proved groundless. In 
fact, students at the 
University of California 
referred to veterans 
as 'D.A.R.s (Damned 
Average Raisers).' 

Domestic bliss: A mother and child in Vetsburg. 

room. In addition, the disruption of graduate education during 
the war had lefr the pipeline of PhDs cracked and leaky. 

Colleges and universities improvised. Ar Penn Stare, high 
school teachers moonlighted by reaching fully accredited courses 
to 900 srudenrs at extension centers. The Universit)' of Iowa 
adopted practices that were replicated throughout the nation. In 
the fall of 1946, Iowa's College of Liberal Arts hired ninety-one 
temporary instructors, many of them graduate students who 
agreed ro postpone research on their master's and doctoral the
ses. Thirty-eight of them had no prior teaching experience. These 
young teachers joined the tenured faculty in offering large lec
ture courses, leading discussion sections, and counseling veter
ans. Large courses became rhe norm, as did multiple-choice 
exams that were graded by machine. Personal contact between 
professor and student was minimal, Life reported, bur veterans 
eager to "speed up their education" did nor much mind. 

GI Bill students were remarkably successful learners. About 
a quarter of the veterans who enrolled in a college or university 
did not complete a degree, a much smaller drop-out rate than in 
the civilian population. Exit interviews suggest that most of those 
who left prematurely did so for financial reasons. Few GJs 
"flunked our." Moreover, a surprisingly small percentage of vet
erans failed to adjust to campus life. "Where are the psychiatric 
problems we had been led to expect?" an instructor at Princeton 
asked. "Our veterans are normal, fine youths." 

Veterans quickly acquired a reputation as mature, serious stu
dents. Instead of "raking a ride on Uncle Sam's generosity," they 
attended virtually every class, inrenrly rook nores, and asked 

questions. "The window-gazers and hibernators 
have vanished," one Harvard professor 
exclaimed. "This crowd never rakes its eyes off 
you." Civilian students did nor disagree, though 
rhey did not alwa)'S share the faculty's growing 
enthusiasm for academically oriented veterans. 
"They're grinds, every one of them," a civilian 
senior at Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Penn
sylvania, complained, "Ir's books, books, books 
all the time. They study so hard we have to slave 
to keep up with them." 

The veterans' performance helped shape 
popular perceptions of the GI Bill as far-sighted 
legislation by making equal opportunity a real
ity and challenging assumptions about who 
could benefit from a college education. By mid-
1946 even James Bryant Conant, Harvard's 
president, the one-time critic of federal funding 
of higher education for World War II veterans, 
was eating some crow. The GI Bill, Conant now 
believed, was "a heartening sign that the demo
cratic process of social mobility is energetically 
at work, piercing the class barriers which, even
in America, have tended to keep a college edu
cation the prerogative of the few." 

Concerns that the GI Bill would lower aca-
demic standards proved groundless as well. In fact, 

 students ar the University of California referred to
veterans as "D.A.R.s (Damned Average Raisers)." 
"The G.I.s are hogging the honor rolls and the 

 
deans' lists," Benjamin Fine reported in the New 
York Times after a nationwide rour of college 
campuses in the fall of 1947. That spring a mere 
thirty-five of the 6,010 veterans at the Universiry
of Minnesota were dismissed because of poor

 grades, one-twentieth of the discharge rate ro 
which the institution was accustomed. 
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This seat taken: On assignment for Life magazine, Margaret Bourke-White '27 photographed veterans 
and co-eds crammed together in a classroom at the University of Iowa. 

Even more than good grades, the ease with which veterans 
adapted ro campus life assumed almost mythic dimensions. Pro
files of GI Bill students were ubiquitous in the nation's newspa
pers and magazines. They did nor always follow Norman Rock
well, who depicted a former grunt, perched in the shuttered 
windowsill of his college dorm room, overlooking rhe clock 
rower on the quad, puffing on a pipe while reading a book, wirh 
his golf bag leaning against the wall. However, virtually without 
exception, student-veterans were portrayed as gracious and 
grouseless white males. These images became iconic-and shaped 
popular perceptions of the GI Bill for decades. 

About half of the GI Bill students in college were married, 
and their travails and triumphs dominated media coverage. At 
rhe University of Iowa, according to a Life article, accompanied 
by photographs taken by Margaret Bourke-White '27, about 170 
manied veterans rented furnished trailers for $25 a month. While 
they waited for a barracks or a Quonset hut with running water, 
rhe families used communal baths and washrooms at rhe Hawk
eye Trailer Camp. When rhe men studied or went off to class, 
the "wives cheerfully wash, starch, and iron their babies' white 
ruffles, hang bright chintz curtains, and wax the trailer floors." 
With the families sharing washrooms, clotheslines, and garbage 
disposals, the article reported, "there are no secrets, no differ
ences, and no Joneses to keep up with." 

Vet School 

From the 1946 Cornell/an 

' Cornell happily welcomes many veterans, who, for the first 
time in many months have an opportunity to resume their 

schooling. Some of the veterans are starting where they left 
off before the war, while others are just beginning their 
college life. Approximately 1,300 veterans have enrolled this 
year. Of this number 160 have been at Cornell before the 
opening of the fall term after discharge from service; 380 were 

either Cornellians who had taken leave to go into service or 
were here in the V-12 program; 400 had college work else
where, but had never been at Cornell before; and 360 are 
entering freshmen. About 25 percent of these veterans are 

married, and most of them enrolled in the School of Industrial 
and Labor Relations, the College of Agriculture, and the 
College of Engineering., 
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y rhe early Fifries, Title ll had abour run 
its course. Jn 1953, World War If verer
ans constituted only 6.1 percent of 
enrollmenrs i.n colleges and universities. 
It was time to ask what had been 
wrought. In response, rhe Gis answered 
with one voice. "I can say this hon
estly," Navy veteran Robert Booth 

recalled many years later, "I'd never have gone ro college with
out ir." Most observers echoed these sentiments then, thereafte1; 
and now. In 1965 John Emens, president of Ball Stare Teachers 
College in Muncie, Indiana, celebrated the GI Bill for giving vet
erans "an opportunity to find lost paths." 

Ir was, £mens noted, the gift that kept on giving. ln 1965 
veterans enjoyed an average annual income of $5,"IOO,compared 
co $3,200 for nonveterans; their unemployment rate was about 
half that of nonveterans. Furthermore, education begar educa
tion. The children of college grnduates are far more likely to con
tinue their studies after high school-and the sons and daugh
ters of World War II vets were no exception. "Only God knows 
what would have become of me if it had not been for the GI 
Bill," Herbert Edelman of Brooklyn told Ball. Well into the new 
millennium, the GI Bill had not lost its luster. Tide rr,proclaimed 
journalist Edward Humes, made possible the education of four
teen future Nobel laureates, two dozen Pulitzer Prize winners, 
three Supreme Court justices, three presidents of rhe United 
States, and hundreds of thousands of skilled professionals. "All 
would owe their careers" to the bill that "transformed America 
and rewrote the American Dream." 

With the passing of "the Greatest Generation," civic and 
political participation has declined. The impact of the GI Bill on 
higher education in the United States was more permanent. By 

the Fifries, Keith Olson has observed, large colleges, large lecture 
classes, and the employment of graduate students co teach dis
cussion sections had become the norm. In 1948 only ten uni
versities enrolled more than 20,000 students. Two decades later, 
fifty-five universities did so-and more rhan sixty increased the 
number of degree matriculants past 10,000 for the first time. 

Campus life changed as well, though 11ot always in accord 
with the predictions made in the Forties. The refusal of "GI 
grinds" to submit to hazing, paddling, and freshman beanies
and their apparent lack of interest in football and frat houses
creared expectations that colleges might become "book facto
ries," with fewer extracurricular activities and less school spirit. 
Ir did not happen. The image of the student veteran who was 
contemptuous of exrracurriCL1lar activities and school rituals is 
something of a myth. Many Gis enjoyed fraternity beer parties, 
played golf, and goofed off. In any event, panry raids and "dinky 
caps" proliferated in the Fifties-and fraternities and football 
rem.1in defining features of many colleges and universities. 

Most important, of course, the bill demolished the contention 
that the core constituency of higher education was young men 
and women from affluent families and helped usher in an era of 

greatly expanded access to America's colleges and universities. 
Articles on Gis in colleges, historian Daniel Clark has indicared, 
reveled in srories abour average Americans storming ivory row
ers. By the late Forties, advertisements for consumer products had 
democratized the image of higher education. More middle-class 
Americans embraced college as an important-and a reachable-
goal. The GI Bill, Clark concludes, helped open "a new route to 

the American Dream" to a wide segment of the population. "This 
much has been revealed," Donald Moyer, director of Veterans 
Education at Cornell, wrote in 1947. "College enrollments will 
be permanently higher. The so-called GI Bill of Rights has enabled 
qualified students to come to college who formerly, because of 
their low economic status, would have been denied rhe privilege." 
How higher education faced this challenge, Moyer concluded, "is 
one of the most significant questions confronting us today." 

Here, too, the GI Bill was the catalyst. Not surprisingly, World 
War 11 veterans with the highest standard of living as children and 
those with the highest level of education prior to military service 
made the greatest use of the college provisions. Age made a dif
ference as well, as younger veterans were more likely to pursue 
additional education. Nonetheless, socioeconomic status was not 
all that significant a variable, especially among veterans whose 
parents had encouraged them to stay in school. One example is 
Richard Colosimo. Raised in Depression-ravaged Pittsburgh, 
Colosimo often went co bed hungry. However, his father, who 
worked part-time in a tailor shop, often cold him, "Dick, I don't 
know how I can ever help you, bur get an education-that's the 
most important thing." After his military discharge, Colosimo 
entered the American Television Institute, a subcollege training 
program in Chicago. After a few months, he entered the Univer
sity of lllinois, only to transfer to the University of Pittsburgh to 
complete his degree after he got married. The GI Bill provided 

him-and many ocher economically dis
advantaged vererans-"a way out." 

The GI Bill replenished the human
capital of the United Stares, which had 
been depleted by low college enroll
ments during the war and hundreds of 
thousands of combat deaths and dis
abilities. The number of conferred 
degrees, which peaked at 496,000 in
l950, was greater than the total in any 
single year before World War II. Ir 
would not be exceeded unril the Sixties. 

This educated workforce helped the nation enter the postindus
trial age. Title II also accelerated, albeit modestly, the expansion 
in higher education, both as a stimulus for the development of 
statewide systems of public colleges and universities and as evi
dence of the achievements of a diverse cohort of students. !rs 
immediate and manifest successes spread the perception that 
higher education was the preferred path to economic mobility in 
the United Stares. For decades the bill served as a rallying point 
for reformers who were seeking to increase access to college. 
While Title II may not have been the watershed its most zealous 
partisans proclaimed, it was critically important, as one critic put 
it, "nor just for what it did bur for what so many Americans h;ive 
loving!)' believed it did." Designed as a temporary expedient, it 
did a good deal for individual Gls and the econo111y-,111d in 
legitimizing the notion that a college degree should be and actu
ally was within reach for millions of Americans. 0 

Gle1111Altschule1; PhD 76, is the Litwin Professor of American 
Studies aud dean of the School of Co11tin11i11g Education and 
S11mmer Sessions. Stuart B/11mi11 is a /nofessor of history emeri
llrs n11d former director of the Come// in \Y/ashingto11 program. 

The bill demolished the contention 
that the core constituency of 
higher education was young men 
and women from affluent families. 
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Cornellians in Business IClassifieds 

Dishwashers 

jJlnslnger 
Manufacturers of Commercial 

Warewashing Equipment 

Robert Cantor '68 
Ch/of Executive°""""' 

E.J. Dealy '95, MBA '02 
Pro51(Jent& COO 

Chris Consolatl '01 
Manufacturing Engineer 

6245 State Road 
Philadelphia, PA 19135-2996 

800-344-4802 
www.insingermachine.com 

Wood Stoves 

Cornell Engineer Develops 
America'sBest Wood Stove 

Latest EPA low-emission design 
Specialdi1ectpurchasediscount; 
low-costfreight anyv.!,ere in US 

www.zephyrstoves.com 

Clay Dennis '83 ,

888-842-8454 ' STOVES

Entertainment/Event Tickets 

Best In The House Tickets 
Concerts • Theater • Sports 

Andrew Wallenstein '86 
• Quality, Low~Prlced Event Tickets 
• Top.Notch Customer Sarvloe 
• No Service FNa 

www.bestlnthehousellckets.com 
(607) 272-1 004 

#KMl:~lilf 
Marc , ~ ,..,,,";.:•.~:; •• ., 
Jacoby 82 ~ •••fbnt-mlt,vnh ••"•" 

lnfoiU'ockmltzvah.com 
rockmitzvah.com (914)-419-3610 

Career Services 

Paula Marks tf,.,()uw, o/'llrh111ik11111

career coaching I talking resume 
retained executive search 

managingdirector,GilbertTweedAssociates 
212. 758.3000 I pmarks@gllberttweed.com 

Paula Ma,ks,11 Pallick Knutt '74 

 

Real Estate 

Kimball.Real Estate 
Est. 1948 

Sales 607-257-0313 Rentals 

186 Pleasant Grove Road. Ithaca, NY 14850 
Mike Kimball '67 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY ... 
•Exceptionalschools•Minutesto NYC 

•EndlessRccr...-,tional & Cultural Ac1i,,i1ics

Helen Karel Dorman '68 
WestchesterBoard of Realtors since1987 

914-238-2476 
Chappaqua, NY 

HKD4@Corncll.edu 

Eleanor Boykoff Schmelter ling '61 
Experience Counts 
Office: 301-983-0060 
Cell: 301-814-2361 

Rentals 
TheCaribbean/Mexico/CentralAmerica 

ST. JOHN, USVl-2.2-acreluxuryestate.3BR,12' x 40' 
pool, spectacular views. Convenient to beaches, town.
(340) 776-6805; www.estaterose.com. 

PUERTOVALLARTA-Luxuryestateaccommodate
6 to 20: views, privacy, stall, pool, 4 Jacuzzis; 
52-322-221-5018;info@casa-angela.com1•1ww.;
casa-angela.corn. 

Europe 

PARIS6th, LEFT BANK-Sunny,furnished1 BR apt. 
overlooking Seine. Also house in St. Barths-best view.
(212) 988-0838. 

PARIS,SW FRANCE, PROVENCE-Comfortable apart
ments.homes, chateaux. www.FrenchHomeRentals
fhr@earthtinknet;(503) 219-9190. 

PARIS-Modern 1 BR apartment. Historicneighborhoo
alive with cafes, shops,open markets. Walkto Louvre, 
PompidouCenter,SeineRiver,Metros.$1,500-$1,750/we
Airportpick-up.Contact:parisisaffordable@gmail.c

PROVENCE. Delightful five-bedroom stone larmhouse
facing Roman !heater.Pool, vineyard. 860-672-6607
www.lrenchfarmhouse.com. 

North America 

CANADIANLAKEHOUSE-5-Bed, 4-Bath, privatepenin
sula, 500 feet waterfront 2 hours from Toronto, Ontario. 
hllp://www.hofidayfakehouse.comstuartgordon@rog.
com.(416)627-7080. 

Personals 

SMART IS SEXY 
Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies, 
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools and 
some others. More than 5,500 members.All ages. 

THE RIGHT STUFF 
800-988-5288 www.rightstuffdating.com 

THE HAMPTONS 
BUY• SELL• RENT

)Cllllic U1lw.r Joh11so11 '60 

516•729•5812 
Urown Harris Stevens
ieonieloheyiohnson@gmoil.com 

Real Estate 
COUNTRYESTATENEAR CORNELL-Large house,11+ 
acres,2 guesthouses. Ponds, gardens, privacy. Saleor
rental.KewGardensMoviecom/home. 

Travel/Tours 
NEWZEALAND-Personalized, flexible, guidedtravel 
groups. Explore. Interact. Enjoy. (800) 206-8322. 
www.BlackSheepTouring.co.nz. 

Yearbooks 
1927 CORNELLIAN-Good condition.Make offer. 
miccam@corncast.net. 

Professional Services 
lnkwaterPressseeksfiction, nonfiction, and poetry 

s for book publication, royalties. (503) 968-6777, 
www.inkwalerpress.com. 

 

Connecting single 
CORNELL 

.com; ALUMNI 
with one another, 

d and even afew 
ek. 
om. Brown alums, 

; for 15 years! 

ers. 

800-988-5288 
rightstuffdating.com 

5,000 active members 
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NEWSLETTER OF THE CORNELL ALUMNI FEDERATION 

■ ers www.alumni.cornell.edu 

What Lies Ahead for Alulllni Affairs 
A Message from Chris Marshall 

Greetings from Ithaca! 
Since beginning my tenure as asso

ciate vice presidem for alumni affairs 
nearly a year ago, I have been immers
ing myself in tl1e Cornell culwre. I've 
met with more than 600 alumni around 
tl1e coumry and exchanged e-mails and 
phone calls with hundreds more. With 
each interaction, I feel more and more 
like a Cornellian-so thank you lO all 
who have tutored me on the Universi
ty's rich history and traditions, and also 
to those who have so tl10ughtf ully 
shared your ideas as we move ahead. 

Last month-after gathering all that 
input from alumni, my staff, the divi
sion's leadership team, and the Board of 
Trustees-I put the finishing touches on 
a thirty-four-page "Strategic Plan for 
Alumni Affairs." It is a plan that I and 
my team believe in trongly-one that 
we are confident will guide Cornell into 
a prosperous futurn. For this plan to suc
ceed, I need your help. It is my hope 
that you and your fellow Cornel/ians 
will embrace the strategies I have out
lined and that you'll help us reach our 
lofty goals. 

Below I have listed excerpts from 
the plan, and I encourage you to read 
the full executive summary. (Go to 
alumni.cornell.edu/caco/mwm2009. 
cfm and click on MWM Presentations.) 
As always, I welcome any comments, 
questions, or concerns; please contact 
me at any time at cluis.marsha/1@ 
comell.edu. 

Pro;ects and action steps are 
already under way, and I eagerly 
anticipate all that we can accom
plish together. In the months 
ahead, I will co111faue to keep you 
informed of our progress in print, 
in person, and online-and re
member, you can always visit our 
website (alumni.comel/.edu) to 
learn about current happenings, 
events, and ways to get involved. 

Regards, 
Chris 

Creating the Platinum Standard 
Counted among Cornell's great
est assets are its alumni, parents, 
and friends. Their involvement 
and leadership help to shape the 
University, make real its aspira
tions, and enrich community life 
and university culture. As Cornell 
seeks to meet its goals, alumni 
and other constituents represent a crit
ically important resource. But their 
engagement and support, and their gifts 
of time, treasure, and talent, result not 
only from good will toward their alma 
mater but from widely shared percep
tions that their affiliation with Cornell 
offers them value. 

Cornell has a successful, well
established tradition of engaging alum
ni and friends; indeed, few other uni
versities can match their loyalty and 
generosity. Howeve1; the University 
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faces new challenges and opportunities. 
Cornell's alumni population, some 
210,000, is larger and more diverse than 
ever before, and reaching them effective
ly requires new tools and approaches 
based on audience segmentation. Inter
ested parents of current students repre
sent a largely untapped resource. And, in 
recent years, new teclU1ology tools have 
offered unprecedented communications 
opportunities at the same time that they 
have raised expectations. 

(continued 011 page66) 
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(continued from page 65) 
By developing and implementing 

new programs that are both targeted 
and strategic, and by enhancing ongo
i1ig programs of merit, Cornell's altm1-
ni affairs program can become even 
better. While this entails challenges in 
terms of resource allocation, manage
ment, and creative program develop
ment, these challenges also present 
opportunities for us to become truly 
great-the platinum standaJd by which 
all other alumni affairs programs will 
be measured. 

This plan outlines the rationale 
and tactics for advancing our alumni af. 
fairs prograimning. 

General Program Assessment 
Cornell's alumni affairs program has 
achieved today's level of success because 
of its remarkable cadre of volunteers 
and dedicated staff. Howeve1; its success 
has been limited by several factors: 

• We have underinvested in the alum
ni affaiJS staff and program budget. 

• We have been somewhat insular for 
several years in growing our staff and 
creating new programs. It is time to 
look outside for new ideas while 
maintaining instirutional knowledge. 

• We have been reactive rather than 
proactive in providing new prng:rams. 

• We have not always been strategic in 
our approach to deploying resources. 

• We have not done a good enough 
job in supporting and collaborating 
with our development operation 
and our college and tmit almnni af
fairs programs. 

Vision 
To become the platinum standard in 
alumni affairs programming by 2014, 

Mission 
To connect Cornellians tO Cornell and 
to each other. 

Overarching Goals 
l) Establish alumni affairs as a vital 

partner to the division's develop
ment operation. 

2) Coordinate alumni affairs program
ming with colleges, units, graduate 
and professional schools, college and 
unit advis01y boards, other universi
ty offices, the Cornell University 
Council (CUC), the Cornell Alum
ni Federation (CAF), and the Cornell 
Association of Class Officers (CACO) 
to increase effectiveness. 

3) Eliminate barriers to participation 
and strive to create a dues-free, pay
as-you-go program. 

4) Ensme that all Cornellians have op
portunities to stay up to date and par
ticipate in the life of the University 

through strategic and regular com
munications via multiple print and 
electronic channels. 

Overarching Objectives 
11Broaden the scope of alunmi, parent, 

and friend connections wid1 Cornell 
by establishing more affinity-based 
linkages. 

2) Help alumni organizations become 
more effective by coordinati1ig their 
activities with the University and 
other alumni groups. 

3) Identify, train, and promote volun
teers capable of assuming leadership 
positions.

4) Ensure that volunteer leaders and
altmmi me effectively recognized and 
rewarded for their achievements.

5) Measure and monitor the success of 
alumni affairs programmuig usu1g a 
common set of metrics that allows
for peer comparisons.

To read t.he full plan, go to comell 
alumni.magazine.com. 

'Passing It On' 
Classes of '57 and '07 bridge generations 

Shari.1-igexpeliences. Forging a bond 
that leads to a lifetime relation
ship. These are meaningful values 

for eveJy Cornellian, and they se1ved as 
a catalyst for class president Dori Albert 
'57 and her fellow class officers in initi
ating a long-term partnership with the 
alunmi leaders from d1e Class of 200 7. 

A chance conversation v.ri.th a ymmg 
alunmus on an au·port shuttle inspired 
Dori to look at how she and the Class 
of 1957 could make a difference-a dif
ference in strengthening bonds bet\Veeo 
fellow class leaders and in support of ef. 
forts to engage young alunm.i ,\Tith their 
class and the University. Their Cornell 
experiences are separated by half a cen
tury-Dori and her classmates were on 
the Hill in the post-World War II era, 
while the Class of 2007 are twenty-first 
centu1y graduates-but both have expe
rienced their share of successes and dif
ficulties in striving to strengthen these 
connections. 

What happened next is testimony to 
the enduring power of Cornell traditions 

and the desire of many Cornellians to 
lend others a hand and "pass on" 
knowledge and experience. Dori and 
her fellow officers discussed the idea of 
fostering a relationship with the Class 
of 2007, fifty years their junior. Leaders 
of '5 7 readily agreed that mentoring 
their younger counterparts would bene
fit both classes. On Februmy 7, 2009, at 
die a1mual Mid-Winter Meeting of the 
Cornell Association of Class Officers 
(CACO) in Philadelphia, the Class of 
1957 surprised the Class of 2007 with 
a $10,000 check with the understand
u1g that tl1is ulitiative will be contumed 
in the future. 

Edvard Gumbs and Karn Tappen, 
co-presidents of the Class of 20071 ac
cepted the gift with gratitude. Together 
they are putting the funds to work in 
helping their classmates continue to 
connect with Cornell. The class offi
cers of 1957 hope that this new ulitia
tive will serve as an example and an 
inspiration for other older classes to fol
low suit. 

You may notice that this month's 
Alma Matters section looks slightly 
different. We have chosen to enhance 
efficiency and outreach by using the 
space traditionally taken up by the 
event calendar to bring you informa
tion, articles, and notices from the 
ever-evolvingOffice of Alunmi Affairs. 
But don't worry' You can still find the 
most up-to-date information on events 
in your area (and an array of addition
al resources) by visiting our online 
events calendar at www.alumni. 
comell.edu and clickilig the "Get In
volved" tab at the top. We hope you 
enjoy these enhancements and wel
come your suggestions on how to 
make our services or communications 
even better. Contact us anytime at 
alumniaffairs-mailbox@corneU.eduor 
(607) 255-2390. 
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New Directors Chosen for CAF Board 

A t its February 7, 2009, meet
ing, the Cornell Alumni Fed
eration Board unanimously 

endorsed the nominations conunittec's 
slate of candidates for seven at-large 
and nine director-from-the-region posi
tions to serve for two years beginning 
in May 2009. 

Beginning new two-year terms as 
directors-at-large are: Krishna Collie 
'96, Richard Furbush Jr. '71, and 
Mary (Mollie) Pulver '80. Retiring 
directors-at-large whose terms ended 
in May arc: Ma1y Maxon Grai11ger 
'79, MPS '87, Kenneth Gurrola, 
MBA '95, and Sheyna Horowitz '99. 
Beginning rhei r second two-year 
terms are: Deborah Arrindell '79, 
Jonelle Bradshaw de Hernandez '96, 

Nicole De!Toro '91, and Howard 
Sobel '66. 

Beginning new two-year terms as 
directors-from-the-regions are: Susan 
Chang '84 (International) and Charles 
Wu 191 (Western). Bcgirn1ing their sec
ond two-year terms arc: Laura Frntt '81 
(Metro New York), Margaret 'fallman 
1 92 fMid-Atlantic), Rebecca Bagdy '97 
!Midwest), Janet Fallon '76 INew 
York/Ontario), Jeffrey Lee '89, MEng 
'90 fNortheast), and Richard Boyan, 
MBA '91 (Southwest/Mountain). Re
tiring directors-from-the regions whose 
terms ended in May are: Mark Yuan 
'96 (International), ChaJles Hunt '68 
(Southeast), and Cynthia Lang '91 
(Western). In all, thcre are eighteen di
rectors-from-the-regions, representing 

Cornell clubs and alumni associations 
from nine regions across the globe. 

In addition, the Federation Board 
unanimously approved the following 
slate of 2009-11 officers presented 
by its nominations committee: Nan
cy Abrams Dreier 186 (president); 
Stephanie Keene Fox '89 (vice presi
dent); Kenneth Gurrola, MBA '95 (vice 
president); Ross Lanzafame '77, MPS 
'79 (vice president); Sally Anne Levine 
'701 JD '73 (vice president); and Annie 
Wong '77 (vice president). Associate 
Vice President for Alumni Affairs 
Christopher Marshall contim1es as sec
retaiy/treasurer. The retiring executive 
committee member whose term ends 
in May is Rolf Frantz '66, ME '67 (out
going president). 

Cornell 
Black Alumni 
Association 
Reunion Set 

Come join your fellow CEA.A 
members and alumni as we return 
to Ithaca on June 4-7 to celebrate 
and reflect 011 our Cornell legacy. 
Reunion 2009 marks milestones for 
class years ending in 4 and 9. Co
chairs Deborah Arrindell '79 and 
Donell Hicks '97 and dedicated com
mittee members promise a weekend 
full of opportunities to re-connect 
with classmates through participa
tion in informative seminars and 
workshops, a CBAA General Body 
meeting (and officer election), and 
outrageous fun. Don't miss CBAA 
Idol Night, where we will determine 
America's next singing/dancing sen
sation (or not ... ). 

So mark your calendars now 
and plan to join us in Ithaca. Stay 
tuned for updates regarding regis
tration fees, housing, meals, and 
other details. This is one reunion 
you will not want to miss. Please 
spread the word to fellow alumni to 
maximize rurnout and revelry. 

Vanneman Award Nominations Sought 

T he Cornell Association 
of Class Officers 
ICACO) is seeking 

nominations for one of its most 
prestigious honors, the William 
11Bill11 Viumeman '31 Outstand
ing Class Leader Award for 
2010. The award recognizes 
class officers who have provid
ed long-term exemplmy service 
to the University and to their 
individual classes. CA.CO cre
ated the award in 2005 to hon
or Bill, who has served his class 
tirelessly for more than seventy
five years and continues to 
actively volunteer today. The 
honor is presented mmually at 
CACO's Mid-Winter Meeting, 
in Februa1y. 

One of Cornell's strengths 
is the commitment of its alum
ni, many of whom continue to se1ve the 
University for decades after graduation. 
They include class officers-more than 
l, 700 men and women who organize 
reunions, create scholarship funds, plan 
regional activities, and othe1wise keep 
classmates connected with each other 
and with Cornell. All Cornellians are in
vited to nominate officers who have 
worked actively for a sustained period on 
behalf of their graduating classes. Cur
rent and past officers are eligible for the 
½nneman Award after they have cele
brated their 40th Reunion. Recipients 
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are selected solely on the basis of their 
contributions as class leaders. 

For additional information and a 
nomination form, please visit www. 
alunmi.cornell.edu/caco/. Forms can be 
returned at any time, but only those re
ceived by November 4, 2009, will be 
considered for the 2010 award. Nomi
nations will be considered in the appli
cant pool for three consecutive years. 
Take this opportunity to recoi,'l1izeone 
of the many unsu.ng heroes whose hard 
work is a tribute to Cornell and an in
spiration to fellow alumni. 

Cream of the crop: S. Miller Harris '43 (right), winner of 
the 2009 William "BIii" Vanneman '31 Outstanding Class 
LeaderAward, is congratulated by the award's namesake. 
MIiier has served his class and Cornell tirelessly for more 
than half a century, wearing many hats: class president, 
correspondent,and membership chair. 

https://alunmi.cornell.edu/caco


Class Notes 

~ Arthur Harris (Rumson, NJ) 3 f reports that his granddaughter, 
1 

singer-songwriter Moriah Harris, 
has released a CD of six songs. The album includes 
Moriahon guitar, organ, piano, and strings, along 
with backup from a small combo. Moriah's website 
credits Arthur's prescience: "When she was 2, her 
grandfather, the radio scientist, would listen to 
her cooing and somehow knew she had the gift of 
music bestowed upon her by the gods, or genet
ics, or maybe by both. Sure enough. The cooing 
baby soon turned into a violinist, the violinist 
turned into a pianist, the pianist picked up a 
guitar and strummed a few chords, and the 
chords turned themselves into songs." 

William Seleen, PhD '41 (Jamestown, NY) 
has four children, including William Jr. '69, DVM 
'7 4, who practices veterinary medicine in 
Jamestown, as well as ten grandchildren and 15 
great-grands (and counting). In August, Bill, who 
is now legally blind due to macular degeneration, 
traveled to Burlington, VT, for a visit with his 
since-deceased brother. Bill listens to the radio 
and according to his News Form, "knows more 
about what's happening nationally and interna
tionally than anyone else in the family." Discus
sions are surely lively over home-cooked meals 
when his three daughters visit and at Sunday din
ners at his daughter-in-law's. 

Madge Jopson Wells (Katonah, NY) enjoys 
reading and gardening-and keeping track of her 
children and grandchildren. Son Flemming Graae 
is a pediatric psychiatrist, and son Christopher 
Graae is president of an architectural firm. Her 
seven grandchildren are involved in varied and in
teresting activities: international environmental 
lawyer (Joshua); opera singer (Jessica); architect 
(Soren); environmental scientist (Hannah); pho
tographer (Michael); ballet dancer at U. of Cincin
nati (Celine); and student at Rochester Inst. of 
Technology (Michael). 

John DeBeers(Santa Rosa, CA) worked as 
an international economist for the US Treasury, 
Government of Puerto Rico, IDB, and retired to 
Santa Rosa, CA, north of San Francisco. Jack has 
enjoyed barge trips in France and the Nether
lands and remembers living at Telluride House at 
Cornell, as well as the marvelous reunions of the 
Class of 1937. A great-grandchild, Alex, was born 
in March 2007. 13 Class of 1937, c/o Cornell 
Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, 
Ithaca, NY 14850. Class Notes Editor e-mail, 
adr4@cornell.edu. 

38 The bi-coastal Wolffs, Elsie 
(Hughes) '39 and Philip, re
port that they winter in San 

Diego and summer in Saranac lake. They made it 
to last year's 70th Reunion, which Phil pro
nounces "magnificent." Sounds like he has am
ple experience for comparison: "Having attended 
many Cornell reunions in 70 years, as well as a 
few other colleges' events, this was the best." 
Soon after arriving in San Diego for their most 
recent winter migration, Phil fell and broke his 
left femur. He subsequently became expert in 
driving a wheelchair and has since been learning 

to walk on two feet again. "Fortunately, surprised 
the doctor that a 93-year-old senior could heal 
fast," he writes. "I guess those outdoor sports 
did a good job. Hope to sell the wheelchair and 
walker soon, get back on my feet, and enjoy the 
many golf courses in Southern California." Phil 
reports that he's the oldest living licensed bob
sled driver in the US-not surprising from the 
chief of staff of the 1980 Winter Olympics in 
Lake Placid. Since retiring from that gig, Phil has 
been active establishing the lake Placid Winter 
Museum,a destination he pronounces one of the 
main attractions in the Olympic Region of New 
York State and a fine specimen of the genre. "The 
Olympicmovement is the greatest organization 
in the world that promotes world peace, starting 
with the youth of the world-through adults of 
all ages and countries-all participating and liv
ing together in friendly competition. My motto 
has been, 'Work and play with the young, you 
stay young:" 

Jean Burr Joy (Skaneateles, NY) writes that 
she keeps busy reading, listening to television, 
writing cards and letters to family and friends, 
keeping house, and helping out at church. Her 
extracurricular list reads much the same. Jean's 
husband, Ken, SpAg '37, died Oct. 5, '08 after 
an illness and series of nursing home and hospi
tal stays that began late last spring. "I think you 
get the picture of what I was doing," she writes. 
Jean, you have our condolences; it sounds like a 
challenging year. She'd be delighted to hear from 
retired microbiologist Bettina Frost, MS '40, who 
also lives in upstate New York. 

Out on the left coast, Irving Lanzner (Red
mond, WA; irlanzner@comcast.net) has been 
walking Sadie, his mixed Labrador-Australian 
shepherd-mix pup. Despite the usual aches and 
pains of old age, he reports "nothing life-threat
ening." In Kalamazoo, MI, Preston Weadon, MD 
'41, still fondly recalls skating on Beebe lake. 
WilliamKumpf, MS '50 (Elk City, OK; wakumpf@ 
cableone.net) isn't as much a fan of wintry pur
suits; he reports that he's been "enjoying no 
snow, as in Rochester," and while he's been 
"working"on the computer, he'd rather be work
ing in the garden. Perhaps by the time this col
umn is printed, William, you'll have some dirt 
under your fingernails. Cornell had the best ftori
culture faculty, he recalls: Dr. K. Post and Prof. 
Ralph Curtis. William recalls fondly Ken Fowler, 
who passed away in 1998, and Gerry Bauer, who 
died in 2001. 

Carol Thro Richardson (Stony Brook, NY; carol 
clamqueen@cs.com)writes that she worked from 
June to October 2008 on a boat out of South
ampton for the Dept. of Environmental Conser
vation. She spent the month of December in 
Austin, TX, staffing the phones of a friend's In
ternet-based operation selling tobacco, cigarette 
machines, folding canes, eyeglasses, men's toi
letries, pipes, luggage, and more. Quite an in
ventory! Then on to California, where she stopped 
in Los Angeles for the Rose Bowl Parade, San Juan 
Capistrano to visit a niece, and Laguna Woods to 
visit her sister, Eloise Thro Stimson '43. She fi
nally returned home Jan. 10, '09. She reports a 
Christmas card from Helen Reichert Chadwick 

(Middletown,RI). Not far from Helen, Jewel Rost 
Paley (Providence, RI) reports that her extra
curricular activities are "too many to mention." 
The partial list includes concerts, lectures, opera, 
theater, and bridge. She's moved to a senior in
dependent home and looks forward to playing 
golf or tennis. Jewel still cherishes the memory 
of being applauded for a poem written for an 
English course on the Hill and would welcome 
news from Muriel Axelrad Klein. 13 Class of '38, 
c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., 
Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class Notes Editor 
e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu. 

3 9 Safe travels to all who hope to 
attend the 70th Reunion of the 
Class of 1939 here in Ithaca, 

June 4-7 ! Elizabeth luxford Webster still resides 
in Hamburg, NY, with husband Bill '42. She 
planned to be in touch with Ruth Gold Goodman, 
MA '41, and sent her love. It appears from the 
News Form that luxie has a granddaughter who 
is a California firefighter and another who had a 
"barefoot wedding"! Helen Cooney Bourque 
(Northampton, MA) visits daughter Susan '65, 
PhD '71, in Illinois for several months in the win
ter and visits other children from coast to coast 
throughout the year, making treks to California, 
Texas, Washington, DC, Michigan, Florida, and 
Massachusetts."It keeps me busy," she writes. "In 
addition to my eight children, I have 20 grand
children and 11 great-grandchildren." Helen 
planned to be at the 70th Reunion in June. 

We are sorry to report the death of Isabel 
Whiton DeWitt on February 4. She had been 
looking forward to attending the 70th Reunion 
and continuing her trip to visit one of her "in
ternational" children in Saskatchewan, Canada. 
Ibby had resided in a small assisted living facil
ity in Woodstock, VT, near her daughter Connie 
for three years, "learning to love it summer or 
winter." Since the death of her husband, Hal '37, 
in August 2006, she had penned a weekly col
umn on her community and assorted other top
ics-"like what or who is to blame for our 
current economic meltdown" -for the local week
ly paper. Ibby celebrated her 91st birthday short
ly after sending in a news update last fall. An 
active community volunteer, accomplished pi
anist, devoted wife, and mother of four, she al
ways felt she had had a good life. She wrote, 
"Hat and I lived and loved for almost 64 years." 
We send our condolences to Ibby's family and our 
thanks to Connie DeWitt for sharing the wonder
ful details of her mother's life. 

Annette Newman Gordon (Santa Cruz, CA) 
lives at Sunshine Villa, an assisted living com
munity. "It is right near the beach and I have a 
beautiful view of the Santa Cruz Mountains from 
my window," she writes. "I participate in many 
activities here, especially exercise classes, piano 
concerts, and poetry readings." She attended the 
wedding of grandson Matthew Lowenbraun '02 
in Scarsdale, NY. There were more than 25 Cor
nellians in attendance. Art Poirier still resides in 
Walnut Creek, CA, where he received a 2008 vis
it from Austin Kiplinger on the occasion of his 
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90th birthday. Kip then continued on to the Itha
ca graduation of granddaughter Daphne Kiplinger 
'07 from Human Ecology. "For my own 90th," Kip 
writes, "I gave myself a trip to Madagascar-the 
'Great Red Island'. An astonishing place." In Oc
tober, he visited with presidents Corson, Rhodes, 
Rawlings, and Skorton during Trustee-Council 
Weekend. When he sent his news, he was antici
pating a trip to Baja, CA, with the lab of Orni
thology. "The English philosopher Samuel Johnson 
once said, When you are tired of London, you 
are tired of life'. I think he was talking about Cor
nell. Regards to all, and '39 forever." 

Peter Kendzior reports from Hampshire, UK, 
that he's moved to a newish house. "Am happy 
here, thanks to a Polish couple with a new baby 
who look after my needs," he wrote, noting that 
he still drives a car. "A good 2009 to you all." 
Jean Pettit Lentz (Willoughby, OH) writes that 
doctors kept her busy in 2008, with treatment 
for cancer and a fall on the ice. "learned the fall 
I had in 1936 at Cornell had fractured my spine. 
After three days in the hospital, I returned to 
class and sat on a book for the next year-and-a
half. Chiropractors have helped me. I was told it 
was inoperable ten years ago and I would not be 
able to walk in two years. Am still at it, with a 
cane and nerve blockers." Jean is active in her 
church, with retired teacher events, and with 
family. Nearly 200 guests attended her 90th 
birthday celebration in August 2007. "Hope to 
make it to our 70th," she writes. "My youngest 
daughter, Greta, hopes to drive me. Am working 
on an oil portrait of one of my sons-in-law." More 
news in the next issue! t3 Class of 1939, c/o 
CornellAlumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 
301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class Notes Editor e-mail, 
adr4@cornell.edu. 

40 Retired US Army Reserves Col. 
Donald Spittler (Lake View, 
NY) has been busy researching 

local history, serving in local community activi
ties, gardening, and maintaining a Christmas tree 
plantation. He also keeps busy attending reunions 
of WWIIArmy veterans. Cherished memories from 
days on campus include using the toboggan slide 
at Beebe lake and ice skating there; when he 
wrote over the winter, ice fishing on lake Erie 
was an appealing alternative. He'd welcome news 
from Don Foley,who still makes his home in the 
Albany area. Retired biochemical engineer Ed 
Griffin (Peoria, IL; elgriffin3@comcast.net) plays 
tennis and bridge, but when he wrote, he'd been 
spending a lot of time shoveling snow and dream
ing of picking tomatoes instead! 

John Weiner (White Plains, NY; lnjn25@ 
verizon.net) helps wife Lynne (Lehrman) promote 
Sigmund Freud Through Lehrman's Lens, a book 
based on his father-in-law's 16-millimeter movies 
of Sigmund freud, his family, and psychoanalyt
ic colleagues in Europe and the US, captured in 
the late 1920s through 1947. Lynne lived in Vi
enna as a child when her father, psychoanalyst 
Philip Lehrman, closed his New York practice and 
became an analyst and student of Freud's in 
1928. She began editing her fathe(s footage long 
before his death in 1958, but it wasn't until 
1986 that she completed the work. Her book in
cludes stills from the films-captured in Vienna, 
Berlin, Paris, and the US-with 18 letters from 
freud to the senior Lehrman and commentary 
from several Freud scholars. John recalls fondly 
his days on Cornell's polo fields, chasing a white 

wooden ball at an extended gallop, and admits 
he still yearns to ride a good horse. 

Whitman Severinghaus (Shreveport, LA) is 
writing his opus, "Reflections/Projections From 
Overthe long Term: 1510-2010-2510-5000• and 
writing letters to selected senators regarding the 
ongoing sub-prime mortgage disaster. He reads 
Forbesand watches the Nightly Business Report 
on PBS, "to enable my diversified portfolio to 
continue providing me with beans and bacon, 
etc.~ He uses a cart to fit in nine holes of golf 
every weekday, weather permitting, and does 
some sailing with a friend in his 23-foot sloop. 
While he got in flower bulbs this fall and cooks 
often. he admits that he postpones cleaning and 
dusting from year to year. "I don't gracefully 
grow older," he adds, noting that his 90th birth
day was Sept. 9, '09. "The girls, the beer, and the 
Glee Club" remain fond memories of his time on 
the Hill. He also recalls with warmth the late 
Teh-Chang Koo and Gilbert Cobb '41, and would 
welcome news from Ruth Maughan Russell, John 
Thatcher, Charles MacMurray, and Rose George, 
MS '50. 0 Class of '40, c/o Cornell Alumni Mag
azine,401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 
14850. Ellen Ford,300 Westminster Canterbury 
Dr., #416, Winchester, VA 22603. 

Just about the time I should have 
been writing the '41 men's copy 
for the last issue of Cornell Alumni 

Magazine,I had a good-sized bout with the flu
so no men's column in the March/April issue! 
Sorry about that. We had a nice note from Lou 
Conti (Inverness, IL) saying that he still keeps 
in touch with fraternity brothers Bob Brunet, our 
Class Fund rep, and Pete Mathers and Fred 
Haverly '42. They were looking forward to their 
annual gathering at Curtain Bluff, Antigua, cour
tesy of HowardHulford '44. Lou also mentioned 
that he lunches several times annually with Frank 
"Bud" Finneran, also of the Windy City suburbs 
and formerly a varsity football player like Lou. In 
Lou's words, "He's smarter than me, as he usually 
gets out of town during the winter months visit
ing his children and their families. We both are 
able to get around and it makes me wonder, how 
many of our '41 teammates are still with us?" 
Lou, I. too, wonder about that; and even more, 
the larger question: How many '41 men are left 
altogether? This won't add to our good feelings; 
we are advised by their widows that William 
Flickinger (Cary, NC), William Don (Edenton, 
NC), and Howard Schuck have all passed away 
fairly recently. 

John Powers (Wilmington, DE) tells us that 
his wife, Doris, died in 2000. Thereafter, he 
looked up his high school sweetheart, Nancy 
Brown Wright, whom he hadn't seen in 63 years, 
and spent the next seven years living with her! 
They were about to move to Cooperstown, NY, 
where they had bought a house, when she died 
suddenly. Now John is back in Wilmington, which 
he left in 1980, living in a duplex next to his 
daughter. He hopes to get together in the days 
ahead with Cornell buddies Jack Weikart '41 and 
Bob Ullrich '42. 

Here's news that'll lift your spirits! Anthony 
Pennock (Milton, GA) succinctly writes, "My wife 
died in '04 after 60 years of marriage, and I re
married in April '08, to Nancy Ford of Abington, 
VA. She moved here, with a passel of stuff But 
weare settling in and happy." Tony, we're sorry 
you lost your wife of 60 years, but those years 

must have been good ones because you were 
willing to sign on again! Much happiness to you 
and Nancy in your new life together! a Warner 
Lansing, 6065 Verde Trl. S., Apt. G310, Boca Ra
ton, Fl 33433; tel., (561) 487-2008; e-mail, 
wlansing@bellsouth.net. 

Three greatly appreciated Christmas greetings 
make this report much easier to write. Barbara 
Benson Mansell (San Antonio, TX)reported 
mishaps: a fall leading to a fractured pelvis and 
weeks of rehab, but great reduction in back pain. 
She is continuing the physical therapy for the lat
ter ailment three times a week.Macular degen
eration prevents Barbara from reading books, but 
she enjoys audio books mailed from the public li
brary.I have several friends who sing the praises 
of this program-let's hope budget cuts don't af
fect it. With a very large screen TV, Barbara has 
been able to watch her favorite football and bas
ketball games; her Himalayan cats Candy Kiss, 
Inky, and Meesha are her constant companions. 
Barbara's children and grandchildren are all thriv
ing. One grandson is following in his grandmoth
e(s footsteps and is a partner in an Orlando law 
firm; another is studying to bea veterinarian, his 
fathe(s profession. Barbara is thankful for family 
and friends and was looking forward to a January 
visit from her brother Hunky Benson, an election 
judge in Minnesota; he should have tales to tell 
this year. Barbara remains a member of the Alamo 
Heights Chamber of Commerce and Military Order 
of World Wars. 

Marjorie Lee Treadwell (Grosse Ile, Ml) sent 
her usual lovely Christmas message attached to 
a unique card designed by son Jamie. As a now 
renowned artist, his big event was his show in 
London in October where a number of his works 
were sold. Marjorie and Don still enjoy life at the 
Glenviewin Naples, Fl, where Don is president of 
the board that manages this 13-plus million dol
lar operation-not exactly a leisure activity in my 
opinion. Don and family celebrated his 90th 
birthday in Grosse Ile in 2008. Marge now leads 
a 19-member singing group called the Warblers, 
and both Marge and Don still find time for golf 
and other sports. Marge paraphrases E.B. Brown
ing, asking, "How do I stay healthy? Let me count 
the pills!" We can all agree with that. All of us 
send our sympathy to you, Don, on the loss of a 
younger sister. I, too, have lost younger siblings 
and am now the matriarch, so-called, of the fam
ily. It's not a position any of us seek. 

Betty Bourne Cullen (Fort Collins, CO),my 
roommate in Balch and maid of honor, says her 
years are catching up with her and necessitated a 
hospital stay. "Bad balance," etc., is the diagnosis 
so fur-join the group, Betty, but do take it easy 
going around those corners. My nearby classmate 
Gretchen Fonda Gagnon (Cohoes, NY) continues 
to enjoy good health, which is a blessing espe
cially when there are five great-grandchildren to 
watch grow up and develop. Am I correct in think
ing they all live nearby, Gretchen? If so, Ken and 
I envy you: he has 14 greats, but the closest ones 
are in Rochester. I'll look forward to a report on 
your family in the next News Form. 

At the time of this writing, our new Presi
dent has been in office for eight days and has "hit 
the ground running." By the time you read this, 
may his intelligence, many talents, wisdom, and 
patience have guided us toward solutions to our 
many problems as a nation. 0 Shirley Richards 
Sargent Darmer, 20 Haddington lane, Delmar, NY 
12054; e-mail. kid12054@aol.com. 
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Hats off to class president Liz 
Schlamm Eddy (NYC) for the 
2009 Frank H. T.Rhodes Exem

plary Alumni Service Award. "This award is given 
in recognition of extraordinary service to Cornell, 
in both length and quality of contribution by the 
individual, through activities within the broad 
spectrum of Cornell's various alumni organiza
tions, associations, and related groups," declared 
the award announcement. "Such service may be 
reflected in the leadership roles, which the indi
vidual has assumed, of Cornell's alumni organi
zations and activities, or through the unique 
contributions made by the individual as a part of 
his/her alumni service on behalf of Cornell." Liz 
qualifies in all aspects of these honors. How lucky 
we have been to have her leading our class. She 
and five others will be recognized at a banquet 
on October 16 in Ithaca during Homecoming 
Weekend. What a great honor for our class. 

Eleanor Bloomfield Scholl' 44 (Oelray Beach, 
FL)hopes my granddaughter Ariel will be coming 
to Florida for a diving meet. Perhaps she will, as 
she is now diving at the U. of Southern Califor
nia in Los Angeles. Eleanor remains busy with her 
retirement home's many activities and saw all her 
kids during the holidays. Ruth Simes Morgan will 
move to a retirement community outside Wash
ington, DC, just 20 miles from her daughter Mar
ilin. Flora Mullin Briggs (Liverpool, NY) is 
searching for Dotty Dewey Goodding (Webster, 
TX), and I'm not sure if our class list has her cor
rect address. If you have knowledge of Dottie, let 
me know and I'll let 'Mousey' know. 

We just learned that Edith Sheffield Lesure 
died in January 2009. Edith had written us that 
she was a retired home rmnager, and enjoyed 
knitting, game shows, gardening, and spending 
time with hubby John '44-just as she did at 
Cornell. We send our sincere condolences to John. 
And our deepest sympathies to Bill Webster (Lit
tle Rock, AR) on the passing of his beloved wife 
Betty after 66 wonderful years. She will be missed 
by her large, loving family. As will Richard Roth
stein (NYC),who passed away in 2007. 

Jim Kraker (Gouverneur, NY) called to say all 
good things. He's doing welt and enjoys his win
ters in Florida. Jean Pardee Cole (Chesterfield, 
MO) is getting along well and marvels at how 
time flies. Don Goldsmith, BArch '47 (Delray 
Beach,FL)still works as an architect, interior de
signer, art consultant, and realtor. He and Renee 
(Brozan) '4 7 enjoy tennis and the Pops, as well 
as art. Don would like to turn the clock back to 
1941, as he remembers life at the Tau Delta Phi 
house, baseball, the 150-lb. football team, and 
the camaraderie of the School of Architecture. 
Bertram and Beatrice King (Aventura, FL) attend 
senior classes at Florida Int'! U., as well as con
certs and plays in Miami and Ft. Lauderdale. Bert 
really enjoyed Cornell's great football games and 
says he'd enjoy being younger. 

Paul Leighton (Scottsdale, A'l')misses "having 
his angel wife, Greta (Wilcox) '44, still sharing 

his life." He does financial investing and con
sulting and "serving the Lord in any way I can!" 
He fondly remembers meeting Greta and his four 
years at Cornell. He'd like to hear from Gus 
Vollmer, BCE '44. Robert and Emily Germer St. 
John (Lake Oswego, OR) say that their 'day job' 
is, fortunately, keeping track of 17 grandkids, 11 
great-grandchildren,and the parents of them all. 
She still assists 'old folks' with Meals on Wheels. 
Thefr hiking sticks have turned into walking sticks 
and are now often used as the next thing to 
crutches as they continue to walk in their beau
tiful countryside-just what they enjoy doing. 
Emily recalls sleeping on Sage's outdoor porch 
with the snow drifting in on the beds. "Sad to 
say the porch is now bricked in." She'd love to 
hear from Marie Call Wells (Lansing, NY). Jim 
Kiernan (Morristown, NJ) still plays bridge with 
a group of octogenarians, and golfs at Battusrot 
twice a week. John and MaryLeeStroud Laird 

' Still playing violin in Rockland 
Symphony. I was better in '42., 

Alberta Schulman Mendelsohn '43 

'44 (Little Silver, NJ) would like to be traveling, 
but John is chairman of Laird & Co. Distillers and 
Importers, so is still working. He remembers fond
ly the fraternity life at Cornell as well as rugby. 
He'd like to hear from any 1940-44 Chi Phis. 

Don't see your news in this column? I'll be 
writing about you next time as I have lots more 
to tell. S Carolyn Finneran, 8815 46th St. NW, 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335; e-mail, carolynfinn@ 
comcast.net. 

Our recent mailing asked: a) 
What I've been doing lately, b) 
What I'd rather be doing, c) What 

I most fondly remember from my time at Cornell, 
and d) Who is the old Cornell friend I would most 
like to hear from. There follow some splendid 
answers. Your job is to remember the questions. 

Pat Rider Huber (Cromwell, CT): "Work on 
Welcome Committee here at Covenant House. 
Bingo caller two days a month. Bridge three days 
a week. Attend Hartford Symphony. Went to 
Kenya in 2005 on Audubon Society trip led by my 
daughter and her husband. We listed 475 birds! 
Prefer to go on doing just what I'm doing now; 
this is such a caring place. Cornell: hearing the 
bells during our nightly walk in the snow. Such 
wonderful company, sounds, and sights!" Cross
country runner Bill Jameson, PhD '48, would 
most like to see Jack Moakley. 

Paul Illick (Modesto, CA): "Superintendent, 
elementary school. Trying to finish memoirs from 
t 921 in China to the present. Completed 865 es
says; still have to cover 26 years of teaching 
kindergarten through fifth grade in a LaGrange, CA, 
one-roomschoolhouse. My children visit from Ore
gon, Northern California, and Brazil. Cornell: shar
ing the pleasures of birding with Arthur A. Allen 
1907, PhD 1911.'' RosemaryWilliamsWilson 
(Kingston, RI): "Retired professor; church, book 
club, garden club, Every Tuesday Club, beach club, 
couples bridge club, ladies bridge group. We had 
planned to attend reunion, but it coincided with 

our granddaughte(s marriage in France. We flew to 
Paris, drove a rental to the wedding in Olivet, spent 
two weeks exploring the chateaux and byways of 
Normandyand Brittany, then returned to Paris for 
five days. August saw a family reunion in central 
New York; ten Cornellians in the clan. Cornell: the 
quality of education and the faculty women who 
were such fine role models and who encouraged us 
to use our skills professionally." Robert Warren 
(Owrs Head, ME): "Trustee, Owl's Head Transpor
tation Museum. Recovering from hip replacement. 
Seeking word from fellow engineer BillSens." 

Alberta Schulman Mendelsohn (Nanuet, NY): 
"Recalling-between doctors' visits-all the good 
times. Still playing violin in Rockland Symphony. 
I was better in '42. Cornell: trying out for 
chimesmistress;didn't make it." Mary Close Bean 
(Catonsville,MD): "Living at Charlestown, a 2,000-
plus Erickson Community outside Baltimore with 
a beautiful campus-a wonderfulhome for our ilk. 
I do some volunteer work in the library and en
joy duplicate bridge. Would like to be cruising the 
Mediterranean."Bill Taylor (Williamsport, PA): 
''Retired from Exxon after 44 years of using my 
chemical ('comical; says wife Adelaide) engineer
ing training to improve the performance of our re
fineries." Noa Politi (Southbury, CT)writes: "Sadly, 
George passed away in June. He was so proud to 
have played quarterback for the Big Red." 

Jim Scovic (Oxford, MI): "Coughing and 
sneezing. Rather be golfing or sleeping. Cornell: 
playing baseball for Mose Quinn." Hallsey Palmer, 
DVM'43 (Craig, CO):"Would like, if I could see, 
to be reading and woodworking." Bea Swick Or
nitz (Princeton, NJ): "Left Florida after 27 years. 
Real estate broker emeritus. Taking world cruise 
From L.A. to Singapore. Cornell: wonderful three 
years. Graduated at 19. Prof. Robert Cushman, 
Government, my mentor." 

ArtEddy(Albion, NY): "Visiting my ologists: 
cardiologist, oncologist, ophthalmologist, der
matologist. Work for church and Rotary. Play gin 
rummy with friends. Would rather be going to 
Barbados and hear from Jarl 'Tiny' Swanson." 
Mary Honor Crowley Rivin (Santa Fe, NM): "Not 
much. Confined to a wheelchair after two strokes. 
Rather be walking. Cornell: AOPi activities and 
knowingMary Jane Dilts Achey."Dave Mertz 
(Venice, FL): "Walking, reading, golf/football on 
TV.Would rather be sailing. Cornell: Kappa Sig
ma house parties." Robert Krehbiel (Cincinnati, 
OH): "Hiking, swimming, golf. Cornell: good 
friends like Wally Seeley." 

E. Firth Perryman (Rochester, NY): "Nancy 
(Hubbard) '45 and I moved to the Presbyterian 
Home in Rochester about 15 miles west of Web
ster, where we lived for 58 years." Mike Linz 
(Scarsdale, NY): "Youngest grandchild Daniel 
Sheiner, son of my daughter Susan Linz '75, will 
be Class of '13 (Arts and Sciences). Gives Liz and 
me even more excuses to visit the Hill." And 
fromBill Kellogg: "Thanks for a great reunion! 
And for the books, both of which are now in the 
hands of our granddaughter who expects to en
ter Cornell next fall." 

Joe Hickey(Brunswick, ME): "We take trips 
throughout Maine and New Hampshire. Cornell: 
meeting Ithacan Ethel, the love of my life and a 
great companion." LawrenceSwezey(Palo Alto, 
CA): "Retired in '98 when my term expired as 
member of the California Workman's Compensa
tion Board, but still keep busy with legal writing. 
Attend Giants, Sharks, and Stanford games and 
all events in which our grandchildren participate. 
Cornell: meeting for the first time-it was on the 
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path between Boardman and Goldwin Smith
wife Betty Ann (Bischoff)." John Alden: "Work
ing to finish a book tabulating the results of US 
submarine attacks during WWII,soon to go to the 
printer; a longtime project involving research into 
US and Japanese records. With wife Ann (Buch
holz) '45 enjoYEd Elderhostelprograms:nine days 
in Rome; cruise on Columbia and Snake rivers to 
Hell's Canyon." Doris Fenton Klockner (Denville, 
NJ): "Reading, tennis, swimming. Cornell: met 
Joe '45; married him." 

The lesson here for those of you who are sin
gle and would prefer to be otherwise: knock off 
70 years and get your skinny butt to Ithaca. 

A welcome handwritten note: "Dad fully en
joyed the 65th Reunion, and I feel blessed to 
have shared that time with him. Billwas happi
er than he had been in some time, and I have the 
pictures and memories to last a lifetime. Attached 
is my check for his dues. He would have wanted 
it paid promptly. All my best, Russ Dickhart." 
Amen. 13 S. Miller Harris, P.O. Box 164, Spinners
town, PA18968; e-mail, olchap@comcast.net. 

Obama is in the Big Seat and 
the world is watching, hoping 4 4 wisdom will prevail. Clossmates 

are sending news of anniversaries and grand
children. Some are being honored for service. 

Frank Reynolds writes from Springfield, MO, 
of the 50th anniversary of Teen Challenge, an or
ganization founded in 1958 by a preacher, David 
Wilkerson, who ministers to street gangs in New 
York City. Frank was honored for his 50 years of 
service to the organization. Raised on a farm, he 
said he went to Cornell to learn to develop a dairy 
farm. Instead, he built three Evangelical church
es in small towns in New York and New Jersey and 
two houses. By 1968 there were 108 Teen Chal
lenge centers in the US. The 50th anniversary cel
ebration was held last June at Times SquareChurch 
in NYC. Frank adds, "My nephew Allen Reynold's 
daughter, Ariadne Reynolds '07, graduated with 
many honors from the Ag college and interned 
with a professor in Hawaii-just a proud uncle." 

Jerry, MBA '48, and Helen Levitan celebrated 
their 61st anniversary in September in NYC. Helen 
was a nurse in WWII and her story was featured 
in ''New York War Stories" in Thirteen,a monthly 
publication produced by the Educational Broad
casting Corp., a not-for-profit corporation. "Com
bat soldiers made the most wonderful patients. r 
married one," said Helen. Gretchen Eichorn Facq 
of Bound Brook, NJ, was m<1rried 61 years ago in 
December in the American Church in Paris. Their 
children gave a lovely party to celebrate. Gretchen 
is busy with painting, playing a cello in an or
chestra and chamber music workshop, garden club, 
French Club, the International Club, and bridge 
dub. The Rundells celebrated their 61st in June. 

Eleanor Bloomfield Scholl reports from Del
ray Beach, FL, about her 85th birthday celebra
tions with family in Vermont, Connecticut, New 
Jersey, and New York. Eleanor has five great
grands. John Mettler, DVM'44's widow, Teddy, 
wrote from Copake Falls, NY, that she and John 
did many cruises but never a crossing, so she and 
daughters and friends went to London, then sailed 
back on the Queen Mary. They planned an Alaska 
cruise, "never a choice of John and me, but-it's 
away!" George Getman, JD '48, in Sun City Cen
ter, FL, says, "Our serious golfing days appear to 
be over!" They are traveling: a thorough tour of 
India, then to upstate New York (to his office), 

Colorado, and a trip on the paddleboat Delta 
Queendown the Ohio and Cumberland rivers. 
"Simply stated-we're shifting gears." 

As of this writing, our leaders Art and Dotty 
Kay Kesten's "yes" list of 65th Reunion attendees 
needed four more to beat the Closs of 1937 record 
of 56. To those of you on the "maybe" list, we 
need four or more of you to PLEASECOME!C3 • 
Nancy Torlinski Rundell, 20540 Falcons Landing 
Circle, #4404, Sterling, VA 20165. 

4 Gloria Ellison Tolins, BS Nurs 
'45 (Walnut Creek, CA) met her 
husband, Peter '44, MD '47, 

while they were in training at New York Hospital. 
They married, and Peter practiced pediatrics in 
San Diego for six years, after which they returned 
to Long Island for a long and full life of busy 
medical practice, concerts, bridge, reading, and 
travel as Peter attained the rank of associate clin
ical professor of pediatrics at Cornell Medical Col
lege. Most important, of course, was their family. 
Their two sons and two daughters, with their 
spouses, comprise four doctors, three laWYErs, and 
an administrative educator. There are 12 grand
children, four of whom are doctors, a lawyer,an 
oncology nurse, a librarian, a park ranger, and a 
dentist; the remaining are too young to decide. 
Now they have a 4-month-old great-grandchild. 
Gloria has been disabled for the past three years 
with a progressive neurologic disease. Still, in a 
holiday letter, Peter, now retired, concludes, "As 
for us, we can't complain. We've had a good life, 
and compared to the majority of people in this 
world, we have been very fortunate." 

Your co-correspondent Bob Frankenfeld, MD 
'47, finally bit the bullet and retired on New Yea(s 
Eve at age 84. This comes after practicing two
and-a-half years of internal medicine in the Navy 
and then 53 YEarsin Long Beach as associate clin
ical professor of medicine at UCLA and UC Irvine. 
In a letter to my patients, I mentioned the spec
tacular advances in medicine occurring in the past 
60 years in both diagnosis and surgery and treat
ment. Yet the most rewarding aspect of my life in 
medicinewas the human one. I thanked them for 
their trust in me and for their friendship. I felt 
privileged to have been their physician. An en
closed photo of my running a 10K race was a re
minder that exercise is still the best medicine. 

Let's hear your thoughts on "the last of life 
for which the first is made." t:I Robert Franken
feld, 6291 Bixby Hill Rd., long Beach, CA 90815; 
e-mail, betbobf@aol.com; Julie KamererSnell 
3154 Gracefield Rd., Apt 111, Silver Spring, MO 
20904; e-mail, julie.snell@verizon.net. 

4 6 The grim reaper has exacted a 
heavy toll on the class of '46. 
Gone within 46 days were Mavis 

Gillette Sand on November 29, 2008 and Sam 
Milleron January 13,2009. We owe them a huge 
debt of gratitude for keeping our disparate class, 
the class of the WWII revolving door, together. 

The Navy V-12 program, fortunately,tr.msfened 
Sam from Notre Dame to Cornell. Mavis was ac
cepted by Cornell Admissionsin the time-honored 
fashion. Still, they were equally loyal Cornellians. 
Sam's transfer experience may have inspired lhe 
choice of Bob Nist to recruit other transferred V-
12ers for our 50th Reunion. The V-12ers' enthusi
astic response made our 50th a great success that 
Sam and Mavis wereable to build upon. Classmates 

who worked in leadership positions offered many 
tributes to Sam and Mavis. Two comments cap
tured their qualities with touches of humor: 

Rod Stieff, BS '45: "Sam recruited me to raise 
funds for our class in his first year as president on 
the basis of living next door in Dorm 18 in '43 or 
'44. His was my first solicitation; he grimaced, 
but responded generously. Mavis was amazingly 
efficient ... and had reunion down to a 'C; far 
outrankingthe standard 'T'." Bill Papsco: "I worked 
with both Sam and Mavis as class correspondent 
and on the reunion committee three times. The 
dynamic duo had great energy and strength of 
character. When his wife, Pat, pushed her husband 
in his wheelchair up and down Cornell's hills at 
our60th, I visualized her as the power behind the 
throne.If she's not beatified, she should, at least, 
be made an honorary Cornellian." 

Lloyd Slaughter, Ruth Critchlow Blackman, 
Elinor Baier Kennedy, Pat Kinne Paoletta, Louise 
Greene Richards, PhD '65, Bob Nist, Dick Turn
er, BS '45, and Paul Levine also weighed in. All 
agreed that both Mavis and Sam were exceeding
ly well organized and knew how to delegate to 
achieve the class's goals. Memorable snippets 
from them were: "Mavis was helpful, inspirational, 
thoughtful, and dependable." "Her loyalty to our 
class went way beyond chairing reunions." • Every 
five years from 1991 through 2006, Mavis in
creased the fun and Cornell content of our re
unions." "Sam led by example. He attended and 
motivated the board to attend all the CACO (Cor
nell Association of Class Officers) meetings of his 
reign. '46 learned lots and passed along its ex
perience to the other classes present.'' 

"At a seven-couple mini-reunionin Hawaii af
ter our 50th, Mavis shone." "Very recently, Mavis, 
a non-smoker, strutted in the 2008 Continuous 
Reunion with me (Louise Richards), though al
ready suffering from the lung cancer that even
tually killed her." "Mavis, among other wonderful 
qualities, was born to chair reunions. As our 
perennial reunion chair, she was efficient and 
easy to work with, and had an uncanny sense of 
what would appeal to her classmates." 

Pat Miller is thankful for the nearly 55 years 
she and Sam had together. She shared him over 
the years with Cornell '46; with the Marine Corps 
Reserve, from which he retired after 22 years as 
a Lt. Colonel; and with Certainteed, later IT&T, 
where his direction of large installations of heat
ing, ventilating, and air-conditioning led to a re
spected position in the field of environmental 
engineering. Until recently, Sam continued to in
terview prospective Cornellians for Cornell's Sec
ondary School Committee. 

One suggestion being strongly considered is 
to rename the "Closs of 1946 Scholarship Fund" 
to honor Mavis and Sam. We think we could raise 
as much as $150,000 for the fund between now 
and our 65th Reunion in 2011. Such a boost to 
the scholarship fund would be an amazing tribute 
to twogreat leaders. The grant-making fund would 
give meaningful help in the vital role of making 
the university more accessible and affordable to 
our next generation of leaders. t:I Paul Levine, 
31 Chicory Lane, San Carlos, CA 94070; tel., (650) 
592-5273; e-mail, pblevine@juno.com. Class 
website, http://classof46.alumni.cornell.edu. 

Please read Paul Levine's Men's column above 
for a wonderful tribute to Sam Miller and Mavis 
Gillette Sand, BS '45. Our officers have always 
done an excellent job for us, but I always felt that 
the voice of the class was the reunion chairman. 
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Mavis's death on Nov. 29, 2008, stills that voice. 
A memorial service was planned in East Aurora, 
NY, on January 17. Someone will be at the fami
ly homestead for awhile, so you can send condo
lences there. I feel that our reunions will never 
be the same. Mavis put her heart and soul into 
them, even attending other reunions to get new 
ideas. She had been the reunion chair for at least 
20 years, and got better every year. I wish I could 
tell her personally how much I enjoyed attending 
the reunions she planned. The death of our im
mediate past president, Sam Miller, was also very 
sad news. His wife, Pat, called to let me know of 
his death in January and told me that Sam had 
fallen ill several days after they had gone to Mar
co Island, FL,for the winter. I'm sure many of you 
have fond memories of him like I do. 

Philand Joan Flood Snyder sent mea sym
pathy note upon hearing of my husband's death. 
Joan corrected me on their new retirement ad
dress; it's in Roanoke, VA (not Raleigh), only 
about five miles from their old home in Salem. 
She also thanked me for writing as class corre
spondent all these years and bemoaned the fact 
that AO Pi left campus. She mentioned that soror
ity sister Betty Nosek Manning '45's husband 
Don '4 7 died in March 2008. 

Some news from the Alumni Office arrived be
fore Christmas: Leonard and Ellen Stein Ostreich 
(Boca Raton, FL) wrote that they moved from their 
house to a condo on the ocean. They spent all 
summergutting the 16th floor wrap-around (ocean 
and intercoastal) before moving in. Leonard is a 
Michigan State grad. Ellen wrote that her fondest 
memoriesof Cornell are Sage Chapel choir and her 
sorority, Alpha Epsilon Phi. She hears from Helen 
Ortenberg Abrams. Bette Kreuzer Cullaty (West
on, MA) wrote that she is retired but doing vol
unteer work for the Boston Symphony Orchestra. 
She traveled to Italy last fall and goes to Naples, 
FL every March and April. She also has a timeshare 
in Mexico and meets her San Diego daughter there 
annually. She feels fortunate to have chosen Cor
nell and has many memories of the wonderful cam
pus, the beauty of the area, and her academic life 
and sorority sisters. S Elinor Baier Kennedy,9 
Reading Ave., Apt. 302, Wernersville, PA 19565; 
tel., (610) 927-8777. love to hear from you. 

47 At last the snow has gone away 
and spring has sprung. We surely 
had a cold winter here in the 

Northeast. I spent much of my time rehabbing a 
broken shoulder suffered when I fell in my gar
den last October, picking beans off a high trellis. 
Many thanks to those of you who sent cards or 
who called me on the phone. Now I am in a 
dilemma: do I resume gardening or not? I love it 
so much that I have decided to give it another 
try, but you can be assured that I will be ever so 
cautious-and no more high-trellis picking. Now 
for some class news. 

I was so pleased to receive a phone call from 
Dan Belknap, who I mentioned in my last col
umn. He is living in Redding, CA, and promised 
to send me details of his very interesting career, 
but as of this writing I haven't received anything 
from him. RobertSchultz, who wrote a while 
back, lives in Murietta, CA. He plays golf and has 
cruised from Singapore to Sydney, Australia. He 
plans to visit his farm in Pennsylvania and was 
planning an Elderhostel trip when he wrote. 
William Davies lives in Ukiah, CA, and although 
retired, he volunteers in local schools. He works 

out. plays racquetball. and does much traveling. 
He visited many countries in Eastern Europe and 
also took an Alaskan cruise. William fondly re
members the good times in his Electrical Engi
neering class and being on the football team. 

Russell Hodnett, MS '57, lives in Ithaca and 
is the owner of Hot Rod Road Cases in Trumans
burg, NY. His son Donald was the business owner, 
but passed away in 2001 and Russell took it over. 
He was a farm business consultant for 20 years 
and also sold farm real estate. I am still puzzled 
as to what kind of business "Hot Rod" is. William 
Eberle resides in Salem, NY, and is on the plan
ning board. He also is a Rotary member and does 
birding in his spare time. He missed our 60th Re
union as he was in Scotland, but promised to be 
at the 65th. Rev. Or. Nathaniel Roe lives in Wash
ington, PA. He is retired, but does community vol
unteer work, also as a church pastor. He is a world 
traveler, having been to 5 7 countries all over Eu
rope, the Middle East, Africa, etc. 

Alvin Silvey, BS Ag '49, lives in Ft. Lauder
dale, FL. He keeps busy developing products for 
sale in the US. His travels have taken him to Lon
don on the Queen Mary and to California. The Cor
nell clubs of New York and Florida are happy to 
have him as a member.Shirley Buck Rabeler lives 
in Cortland, NY, and a while back celebrated her 
60th wedding anniversary with a two-hour narrat
ed ride on the Erie Canal with daughter Beverly 
Rabeler Settle '72 and her husband Tom '75. 

They say that "no news is good news," but we 
need your news for the 1947 column. Please write, 
call, e-mail, visit ... Our class's annual News and 
Dues mailing will arrive soon. r3 Sylvia Kianoff 
Shain, 653 Primrose Lane, River Vale, NJ 07675; 
tel., (201) 391-1263; e-mail irashainl@verizon. 
net; ArlieWilliamson Anderson, 238 Dorchester 
Rd., Rochester, NY 14610; e-mail, arlie47@ 
aol.com. 

Some notes from Port Washing
ton, NY, on the appearance of 
life from here: Religions and 

"the economy"have a lot on common. When 
people lose faith and start worshipping "false 
idols," the whole system goes to pot. The mean
ing of life (here) is GOLF! And my goals in life are 
either to break 100 on the course or break 100 
writing these alumni notes-or possibly both! 
Keep smiling ... and have faith. 

Ham Miller, Longview, TX: "I reminisce 
about going down Ube Slope on a toboggan with 
20 other people and ice skating on Beebe Lake. 
Just finished {again) cutting out cars and heli
copters and painting them for children in our two 
hospitals, the Women's Center and Shriners Hos
pital in Shreveport. I do this year-round." Lillian 
Soelle Austin, Chapel Hill, NC: "Water aerobics, 
DAR, AA, fond grandmothering. Economy is so
so. We should all step up to the plate! Fondly re
member the trip on the Black Diamond in 
November 1944 to be a Cornell freshman. Just 
finished paying bills. Tomorrow, water aerobics 
and tea with friends. Will visit sister in Arizona. 
Attended CAU in July-Jane Austen with Prof. 
Laura Brown. I keep walking to maintain mobil
ity. Least worry is finances. Family tops all. Take 
life one day at a time, well lived." 

Bob McKinless, Alexandria,VA: "Washington 
Men's Camerata had a great fall season. Found I 
couldn't walk up stairs or ride the bicycle, so had 
hip surgery. Before that, I had a great ten-day 
trip to Hawaii with son and family, with two 

short bike rides, and climbed Diamond Head (yes, 
it hurt)." BarbaraMatlackHughes, Fort Belvoir, 
VA: "Moving to a retirement community is diffi
cult because of the downsizing, but I'm loving it 
here. Met a fellow Cornellian Tri-Delt, Sally En
nis Macklin '52." 

Stan Reeves, MEd '55, DeWitt, NY, and Clear
water, Fl: "Present situation is good. Having lived 
in Iran, I can assure you there is no better place 
to live than the USA, even though I disagreed 
with many decisions of the Bush Administration. 
Fondest memory is becoming a member of Alpha 
Zeta at Cornell, where I met my future wife, Mary 
Lou (Seeley) '49, MS '59. Would like to forget the 
painI felt after some of my classmates passed on. 
I've been watching the stock ticker. Don't hold 
your breath for the economy to head back up. I 
travel to NYC to visit daughter and family. I 
turned 84 last September-trying to stay healthy. 
There is a wealth of information in this world. 
Don't try to absorb all of it, only that which may 
benefit you-without hurting others. Bring hap
piness to as many people as possible." 

Frank Slovak, Los Angeles, CA: "I am still 
hanging in there." Harriet Morel Oxman, Saraso
ta, FL: "Ten days after our reunion I embarked on 
an Elderhostel, Walking Woman's Trip to Switzer
land. I learned how to use Nordic walking poles, 
which, if done correctly, exercise all your 600 mus
cles. It was an invigorating, restorative, and edu
cational trip, and I returned to Florida full of vim 
and vigor!" Stanley Wallach, St. Petersburg, FL: 
"President, Paget Foundation. Director, Certifica
tion Board for Nutrition Specialist. Also collecting 
stamps. We'll have to survive through this bad 
economic period. Outstanding Cornell memory is 
the excellence of teaching. Would like to forget 
the fraternity system. Who's in control? The same 
old gang. Hillary Clinton will be president in 2013. 
Most pressing problem is mendaciousness of Re
publican party. 'All the world's a stage."' 

Sybil-Frances Kimbrig Levin, Carmel, CA: 
"Secretary, board of Friends of Hidden Valley Mu
sic Seminars. The situation is 'good; but the De
mocrats and media are constantly beating the 
'fear' drum, The press, TV,and radio should stop 
editorializing the news and simply report the 
facts. Fondest Cornell memory is learning songs, 
agricultural journalism, a course with Or. Adams, 
and having been befriended by Lea Shampanier 
Gould, MA '50. Would like to forget a month in 
the infirmary, walking miles in the cold to eat at 
Balch, and V-12s all around. Will go to the Mon
terey Bay Aquarium tomorrow and visit the San 
Francisco Museum next week. I plan to go to 
Venice,Israel, and Tunisia. The computer was 
supposed to minimize labor, but I find it has cre
ated mounds of paperwork. Solution is fewer 
government regulations. Most young people have 
no moral com pass. Parents have abdicated this 
responsibility to the government." 

Anatole Browde, St. Louis, MO: "Last fall I 
finished my book Faith Under Siege, published 
before Christmas. The economy is marginal, and 
under Obama it will go into an economic and po
litical decline. Fondest memory is getting my de
gree-would like to forget the struggle to get 
it." Murray Heimberg, MNS '49, Memphis, TN: 
"Though retired, I'm continuing clinical en
docrinology part-time and trying to keep alive in 
metabolic research areas! Weneed to do some 
nation building in our own country instead of 
spilling our blood and treasure around the world. 
We should stop all the destructive partisan pol
itics. loved being at Cornell and can't remember 
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what I'd like to forget-if anything. Plan to trav
el coast-to-coast, visiting children. Arthritis is a 
problem. Solution is more research. Past admin
istration has not been supportive of science in 
any area. Biochemical and medical research gets 
more complicated every year. Life is a gift from 
God to experience his world." 

Many people have commented on the error 
at the bottom of our news form, which reads 
"60th Reunion, June 6-9, 2013." We know this is 
wrong-but think positively! 13 Bob Persons, 
102 Reid Ave., Port Washington, NY 11050; phone 
and fax, (516) 767-1776; e-mail, bobpersons@ 
verizon.net. 

4 Class of '49 60th Reunion, 
June 4-7 ... LAST CALL! If 
you haven't made a reservation 

yet, please do it NOW! Ken Murray (ka.murray@ 
frontier.net) and Doris Kershaw Guba (ragdkg@ 
verizon.net) have put together a fun-filled agenda 
for the weekend. Here are the details from Doris: 

"We begin on Thursday at the Hurlburt House 
tent with a mouth-smackingBBQ followed by the 
Savage Club Show in the Statler Auditorium. On 
Friday, we have a continental breakfast in our 
tent, our traditional Milk Punch Do in the Big Red 
Barn, and then lunch at Trillium-Kennedy Roberts. 
From there we go to Bailey Hall for the 3:00 p.m. 
Olin lecture. That night we have an open bar re
ception in the Statler Ballroom Lobby followed by 
a sumptuous dinner in the Ballroom. You can 
then choose to go to the Cornell Chorus and Glee 
Club concert in Bailey Hall or go back to Hurlburt 
House for ice cream and singing. 

"Saturday begins with a continental breakfast 
in our tent. At 10:30 a.m. we arrive at Bailey 
Hall to hear President Skorton's Address and then 
proceed to Barton Hall for lunch and our class 
picture. Check the university schedule to pick 
your afternoon activities. At 5:30 p.m., be at the 
Willard Straight Terrace for an open bar reception 
and an outstanding dinner in the Memorial Room 
followed by a class meeting and dance, with floor 
(not door) prizes. At 9:30 p.m. you can attend 
CornellianaNight at Bailey Hall and/or go to Hurl
burt House for more ice cream and singing. 

"Sunday ends with a continental breakfast at 
7:00 a.m. or a delicious hot brunch at 8:00 a.m. 
By 12:00 noon you willbe on your way home, 
remembering the fabulous time you had at your 
60th Cornell Reunion! For additional information, 
go to http://classof49.alumni.cornel1.edu or con
tact Ken or Doris at the e-mail addresses above." 
Thank you, Doris! 

Bill Kamsler and wife Marty will be cele
brating their first anniversary in their new down
sized home very soon. They love the Colorado 
area, so moved nearby, where Bill can ski and 
hike. They hope to make reunion. Joe McAuliffe 
is still on the board of the Greater St. Paul Chap· 
ter Norse Federation and volunteers for the his
toric Cafesjian's Carousel. He just completed a 
study, "Payne/National 4-H Fellows 1931-69," 
with Dr. Harlan Copeland. The material will be de
posited in the archives of the National Agricul
tural Library in Beltsville, MD. Congratulations to 
Joe, who was inducted into the National 4-H Hall 
of Fame in Washington, DC, in Oct. '08. Paul Case 
enjoys skiing and hiking plus biking (as does Bill 
Kamsler),but in New York State. Paul retired from 
IBM as an advanced development manager. 

Aaron and Mildred Christopher Bradshaw 
are both retired, maintaining their home, visiting 

friends, walking the dog, and flying to Tennessee 
to see their college grandsons. Aaron repairs equip
ment for their local nonprofit, Female Charitable 
Society. Wheelchairs, electric beds, canes, walkers, 
etc., are loaned out for free! Mildred has been on 
chemotherapy,but continues to belong to a Trav
elers Club, Cornell Women'sClub, and a local work
out club, plus she lunches with friends and takes 
a few cruises when she can work them in. 

Lois Bergen Abbott is president of the board 
at a large Unitarian Church. She also gardens, 
bikes, is in a book club, and dabbles with her 
fruit fly research and other science interests. She 
attended CAU last summer and studied spiders! I 
really think it's fascinating all the different inter
ests our classmates have! Must admit I feel a tad 
ordinary, but then it takes all kinds to make the 
world go round! Barbara Corell Lawrence has been 
studying opera for two years at Union College
six classes in the spring and six in the fall. In the 
winter she hibernates! She's adjusting to assisted 
living, but how she misses her car! Martha Bogan 
Smith is a gardener and also goes to concerts, to 
church, and on short trips. Her 54-year-old son 
lives with her and has been a godsend since her 
husband Jack '43, PhD '51, died in '05. 

"Retired from teaching and preaching-going 
with the flow," writes Franklyn Cism, MS '50. He 
serves on the local planning board, reads, writes, 
and watches the Yankees games. Robert Engelbert 
retired from Republic Steel Corp. 24 years ago and 
is enjoying retirement with wife Georgia (Ganson) 
'47. Wilbur Dameron, JD '49, retired from Sandia 
National labs and the USMC after 35-plus years of 
active and reserve time. He tries to keep up with 
his doctors' appointments-and would rather do 
anything but! Carl Hedin reads, loafs, and watch
es TVin Texas. Norman Avnet travels, gardens, 
and works in curriculum development for Osher 
Lifetime learning at Berkshire CommunityCollege. 
He's been trying to retrain himself since the death 
of his wife Roz after 57 years of happy marriage. 

Carl Schwarzer volunteers at the library book 
sale and for his high school Class of '45, and still 
officiates at luge events in the winter at Lake 
Placid. He also volunteers at the Wooden Boat 
School in Brooklin, ME, in the summer. He says, 
"Happy to wake up in the morning and tend to my 
14 acres and vegetable and flower gardens, with a 
good hardy drink at the end of the day." All those 
in favor of the first and last parts of that state
ment, say AYE! 60th Reunion right around the cor
ner! S Mary Heisler Allison, 1812 Puerto Bello 
Dr., The Villages, FL 32159; tel., (352) 259-0203. 

Do you frequently complain 
that you don't have time to get 
everything done, that time flies 

by and seems to go so much faster than when we 
were all young? Time actually does go faster now 
that you're old and retired. Here's why: When you 
were two years of age, the year that just went by 
took up half your life. Now that you're age 80 the 
previous year took up one-eightieth of your life. 
The one-eightieth went byas fast as the one-half! 
Think of that and begin your plans now to attend 
our 60th Reunion on June 10-13, 2010-just a 
year away. As grandma would say, "It'll be here 
before you know it." Class officers have set a goal 
of breaking all attendance records for a 60th. And 
President Dick Pogue says, "Don't use advancing 
dotage as an excuse to keep you from this gala 
event." Co-chairs VP Stan Rodwin and Jane Wig
sten McGonigal,PhD '84, are chipping the plans 

into stone. Instead of dorm rooms we'll be com
fortably accommodated in Hurlburt House. 

Our class leaders met Feb. 6-8 in Philadelphia 
for the annual Mid-Winter Meeting of the Cornell 
Association of Class Officers (CACO). At the Sat· 
urday morning class officers' meeting Alex 
Richardson was added to the executive class 
council and Nels Schaenen, MBA '51, to the ma
jor giftscommittee, joining John Laibe, Jim Haz
zard, Pat Carry Stewart, and chair Jim Brandt, 
who made a special effort to fly in early that 
morning to meet with class officers to make plans 
to try to exceed all other classes for giving in a 
60th Reunion. Respond generously when they call. 
On Friday evening, 18 classmates, spouses, and 
guests-plus some members of the classes of '52 
and '53, gathered in the elegant, wood-paneled, 
book-lined Lincoln Memorial Room of the Union 
League of Philadelphia for a splendid dinner and 
mellow, enriching conversation. Class attendees 
were Dick Pogue; VPs Stan Rodwin and Jo Kessel 
Buyske and her daughter; secretary Ruth Downey 
Crone and husband Walt; co-class correspondent 
Marion Steinmann and husband Charles Joiner; 
Cornell Annual Fund rep Pat Fritz Bowers; class 
pianist Dave Dingle; plus Pat Carry Stewart, Bob 
Fite, Larry Scherr, MD '57, Alex Richardson, Lee 
and Germaine Maiorana, and Bernie Herman and 
guest Phyllis Hartman. 

Dan Chabot has sold his home in northern 
Wisconsinand moved to Palm City, FL. Ann Ellis 
Raynolds, MEd '53 (Quechee, VT) is still a private 
practice psychologist. Norman Jennings, MS '51 
(Leesburg, FL) was an instructor and pilot of P-
51 fighter planes in WWII and now serves as pres
ident of his homeowners' association. Thomas 
Nickou (Liberty, NY) served in the Navy in WWII. 
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60th Reunion 

June4-7, 2009 
We only need 27 more 
classmates to break the 

all-time attendance record! 

Register now! 

For Reunion Information: 
Ken Murray 

(518) 251-3427 
ka.murray@fronticrnet.net 

Doris Kershaw Guba 
(941) 475-5174 

ragdkg@verizon.net 

http://classof49.alumni.corne11.edu 
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He then taught high school and community col· 
lege biology and was named NYS Outstanding Bi
ology Teacher. In retirement he does watercolor 
paintings, serves as resource host at the Bethel 
Woods Museum of History and Art, and also vol
unteers at the Sullivan County Art Society and the 
Liberty Museum and Art Center. Martha Galvin In
skip (Buffalo, NY) delivers Meals on Wheels and 
serves as treasurer of the women's guild of her 
church. Four married grandchildren and four great
grandchildrenkeep her on the go visiting Illinois, 
Massachusetts,Georgia, Florida, and Arizona. Ted 
Nordahl(Wilmette, IL) retired in 1989 as VP of 

Chicago'sDrake Hotel and area director of sales for 
Westin Hotels and Resorts. He now directs a pro
gram for his golf club that awards scholarships to 
deserving caddies. Jean Thomas Henington (Mo
rongo, CA) retired in '95 from the San Diego, CA, 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command.Jean lives 
on a ten-acre ranch with a one-third mile walk to 
her rural mailbox. She is active in the lnt'l Lilac 
Society, which she uses as an excuse to travel. 
Her most recent achievement is leasing land in 
Kern County for a wind farm. As a contemporary 
problem she suggests that "Congress should stop 
digging a hole and start drilling in it!" 

G. Peter Smith (Bonita Springs, FL, and 
BloomfieldHills, Ml) is retired CEO of an automo
tive parts firm. After one semester on the Hill he 
joined the Navy and served on ships in the North 
Atlantic. He reports five children and 12 grand
children with whom he has had great summer va
cations in Alaska, Jackson Hole, the Outer Banks, 
and the Grand Canyon. He laments the rapid de
cline of the free enterprise system as well as his 
personal lack of newly available knowledge. Bob 
Post(Mantoloking,NJ) continues to race his Mar
shall Sandpiper sailboat and also teaches sailing. 
Bob had a great trip to China with a Cornell group 
and sent a picture taken on the Great Walt of him
self and wife Jane wearing Big Red hats. AmesFil
ippone, MD '53 (Morristown, NJ) is a retired chief 
surgeon and stilt serves his hospital as an advis
er and board member. For diversions he reads, 
travels, and builds classic architectural models. He 
credits Cornell with starting him off with a broad 
appreciation of life. His most recent surprise was 
to find how recently our current calendar was 
adopted by other countries. 13 Paul Joslin, 6080 
Terrace Dr., Johnston, IA50131-1560; tel., (515) 
278-0960; e-mail, phj4@cornell.edu; Marion 
Steinmann,237 West Highland, Ave., Philadelphia, 
PA 19118-3819; e-mail, cjoiner@ix.com.com. 

' I have the dubious distinction of 
being the only prof to have been 
fired five times., 

Bob Bradfield '51 

51 Bob Bradfield, PhD '55 (Orinda, 
CA) was the subject of the 15-page 
cover story "War on Hunger" in the 

September 1963 CornellAlumni News, but I had
n't heard from him since we double-dated at (or• 
nell. He went with Bar Dee Stirland Bond, and I 
withCornelia"Connie"RipleyYohr,now of Angels 

Camp, CA. Bob became a clinical professor at UC 
Berkeleyand edited the AmericanJournal of Clin· 
ical Nutrition. In between, he earned his PhD in 
biochemistry and nutrition, went to Harvard's 
School of Public Health on a postdoc, and traveled 
to Peru as chief of party of Harvard's contract with 
the Ministry of Public Health. He studied medicine 
there and worked along the Amazon River on 
research dealing with anemia and intestinal par
asites. After eight years in Peru, Bob returned to 
Ithaca on an NIH postdoctoral grant for a year 
and then went to Berkeley. Because of his lan
guage facility, when he arrived at Berkeley the 

employees'union asked him to represent Hispanic 
employeeslaid off by his employer. He wrote, "The 
administration was less than pleased with this 
arrangementand I have the dubious distinction of 
being the only prof to have been fired five times.'' 
Subsequently,while a Guggenheim Fellowat Cam
bridge U., he was elected a fellow of the Royal 
Society of Medicine. When he returned to the US, 
he received the Medal of Freedom from President 
George H. W. Bush for his work in Latin America. 

Bob tells a story in the Nov./Dec. 2001 Har
vard Magazine of being arrested and brought to 
trial in Iquitos, Peru, for stealing horses, and find
ing out that a practical joke of his was to blame. 
He was concerned about the amount of personal 
informationrequired in government hotels and de· 
cided to test the system. "I began to register at 
the hotel under curious names and occupations, 
but always in English (and with my correct pass
port number) as Sadie Thompson (missionary con
verter), Sabu (elephant studies), the Great Zarbelli 
(cannon-facilitated travel), Nanook of the North 
(refrigerator sales and service), and horse thief." 
The case was dismissed. 

That reminds me that Bob was on the Widow 
staff and he and another faculty son participated 
for several months in a mixed couples Ping-Pong 
tournament at Cornell with the other son dressed 
as a coed. In the final game the opposition rec
ognized the coed's backhand and blew the whis
tle. Bob later invented a Mexican Engineering 
graduate who wrote the alumni office of his plan 
to return for reunion and go over Taughannock 
Falls in a barrel. The "engineer" also advised the 
sheriffs office and the Finger Lakes Park Service 
of the proposed date and placards were placed on 
campus inviting the general public. The sheriffs 
office denied permission. Bob enlisted the aid of 
Nancy Egan Webster'53 and they constructed a 
dummy and a system to float it around the police 
and plunge it over the falls to the delight of sev
eral hundred onlookers below. Dick Schaap '55 of 
the Daily Sun unmasked the prank. 

Raymondand Jean Firestone(Stamford, CT) 
attended CAU's session on America's Founding 
last summer. Ernest Grant, MBA'52 (Somerville, 
NJ) participated in the session on Presidents, 
and Robertand Varda Lev(Providence, RI) en
joyed the session on Jane Austen. 
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Bill Kay (Drexel Hill, PA} is the "happy and 
proud grandfather of 23-wow!" He remembers 
"the many days we worked out in the gym, prepar
ing for boxing with Prof. Fred Marcham et al. and 
my many days spent on the university golf course." 
Nancy Carver Shene (Morrisonville, NY) went to 
Hilo, HI, to meet her new (and only) great-grand
child. She says, "Lia is a lovely girl. Gee-I'm a 
great-grandma!"Nancy volunteers for RSVP, is a red 
hatter, a gardener, and an officer of the local friends 
of the library, and still reads "a coupla books a 
week." She exchanges e-mails with Elisabeth 
MacaraegHeine (Sonoma, CA). Her favorite mem
ories of Cornell are singing in the Sage Chapel Choir 
and having Morris Bishop '13, PhD '26, as her prof. 

Frances Goldberg Myers writes, "Katherine 
Gibbs training, which I hated, comes in handy 
since I'm corresponding secretary of the League 
of Women Voters, secretary for a scholarship 
fundraising organization called GEM (part of 
AAUW),and president of my condo cluster." She 
met Jean Van Kleek Pettigrew '53 (Tryon, NC) 
at an Asheville Art Museum function where her 
daughter, Pam Myers '78, is executive director. 
Fran reminisces about first dates with Nathaniel 
'49: "I typed two papers for creative writing and 
he built some projects for my independent home 
management class-a partnership that continued 
for 52 years." She also remembers "explaining to 
Russian history professor Marc Szeftel why I 
should be allowed to sign up for the second half 
of his year-long class. After I described the con
tents of Textile and Clothing 101 in Home Ee, he 
voiced astonishment that there were such classes 
in a university, even one that prided itself on a 
diversity of offerings. Therefore, he was pleased 
that I was interested in something as demanding 
as Russian history and said yes, he would accept 
me." Please send your news to: S Brad Bond, 
101 Hillside Way, Marietta, OH 45750; tel., (740} 
374-6715; e-mail, bbond101@suddenlink.net. 

5 " Harold Tanner (Scarsdale, NY) 
~ will be honored in Ithaca in 
- October as one of eight winners 

of the 2009 Frank H. T.Rhodes Exemplary Alumni 
Service Awards. The award is given in recognition 
of extraordinary service to Cornell University in 
both length and quality of contribution by the 
individual. Personal financial contributions do not 
count. In March, Marshall Lindheimer (Chicago, 
IL)was to be honored by the board of directors 
of the U. of Chicago Lying-in Hospital with the 
2009 Joseph Delee Bolivar Humanitarian Award. 
Marshallwrites, "This award, unlike the previous 
one from the American Society of Neph rology, 
contains no 'prize money: In fact it costs you. 
Ironically, though, it is the one that pleases me 
the most. This is not only because I had worked 
at this world renowned U. of Chicago facility for 
so many decades, but I am dwarfed by the peo
ple whom they have honored previously." 

In February, Penguin Classics and Viking pub
lished three new translations of Sholem Aleichem 
by Aliza Goldberger Shevrin (Ann Arbor, Ml). 
Penguin.comsays, "Aliza Shevrin is the foremost 
translator of Sholem Aleichem, having translated 
eight ot11er volumes of his fiction.'' Aliza writes 
that she has been attending translation confer
ences in China and Minneapolis, but still finds 
time for choir, travel, and walking. She remembers 
most from her time at Cornell, "Friends I still love 
to be with." She would like to hear from Winnie 
Wallens Siegel. Before we all forget that there was 
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an election and that there were different attitudes 
toward it, Barbara Gale Wood (Hancock, NH; 
WoodBW@verizon.net)writes that she has been 
busy with many things, but "not computering and 
electioning." Jeremy Judge (Roxbury, CT) wrote 
that he had been "busting our butts and wallets 
for Barack Obama. Why not?" he asked. 

First class stamps always impress me. One 
came with a Christmas/Valentine note from Doug, 
MPA '53, and Suzanne Brigham Maclean '53 
(Austin, TX; dgmacl@gmail.com). It included pho
tos of Sue, Doug, and their four sons. It's gone to 
the Web page, http://c1assof52.alumni.cornell. 
edu/. Just before Thanksgiving, Sue slipped, fell, 
and broke her hip, but she is coming along. As I've 
done hip things, I empathize. Sue was just down 
the hall in Dickson our freshman year. Two first
time correspondents: Harold Oaklander (Tivoli, 
NY; hoaklander1@frontiernet.net) and Jim Stan
ley (New Smyrna Beach, FL; stanleyconjim@aol. 
com). Jim and Connie live at Sugar Mill Golf Com
munity. He writes that New Smyrna is a great lit
tle town on Florida's east coast. He is involved 
with golf, tennis, the entertainment committee, 
and volunteering at the visitor's center. Harold is 
"organizingand directing the OOL/APU internship 
program that brings students from various schools 
on Cornell's campus to job centers in a number of 
states. During the winter intersession they assist 
local staff in helping the unemployed find new 
jobs. Website: ilr.cornell.edu/dolapuinternship." 

William Hubbard (Poughkeepsie, NY; wh 
hubbard@Juno.com)writes, "My part-time job 
provides the structure I need in my life and a 
feeling of being needed." He is active in LaGrange 
Lions and St. Andrew's Episcopal Church. He 
swims five times a week and delivers Meals on 
Wheels. At Cornell he wishes he had been more 
active in community activities and programs and 
had taken more courses outside of Agriculture. 
The greatest influences at Cornell: Father Stott, 
Prof. Robert Smock in the Pomology department, 
and Milton Convitz. Frederick Fuess III, MEd '55 
(Venice, FL; FFuess@aol.com) is updating a rental 
mobile home. He's likes to travel and would do 
more except for the airline part. He likes what he 
is doing now and wouldn't change a thing from 
his time at Cornell. He writes, "Cornell shaped my 
life. It started me on a 48-year teaching career 
from high school to junior college to four-year 
college teacher of agriculture." 

Larry Breslau (Baltimore, MO) maintains his 
practice in psychiatry. Jim Jerome's wife Marion 
writes from Watertown that Jim is in the middle 
to late stages of Alzheimer's. She has some as
sistance and is doing her best to keep him at 
home. Phyllis Berger Corwin writes that she and 
Stan have moved. Alas, I do not have their new 
address. She also writes, "We forgot how stress
ful moving can be. All else is well and good. We'll 
be visiting with son Steve and family in Costa 
Rica again this January." 

rdid not get to the CACO Mid-WinterMeeting 
in Philadelphia this year, but Jan Hofmann Mc
Culloch did. She reports that Suzy and Paul Blan
chard, Jack Carpenter, Bibi Antrim Hartshorn, 
Judy Calhoun Schurman, Jean Brown Craig, Lynn 
Heidelberger McEwen, Jan's daughter Leslie, and 
Teny Warren, JO '56, attended the class meeting 
on Saturday. No details, but Suzy Blanchard took 
photos, which I assume she will send to the Web 
page. There will be a new class directory; Jan's in 
charge.If you would prefer not to be in it, please 
let her know. 0 Joan Boffa Gaul, 7 Colonial Place, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15232; e-mail, joangaul@mac.com. 

,- The spirit of Cornell descended 
upon the Schuylkilrs waters for 
the yearly Cornell Association of 

Class Officers (CACO) Mid-WinterMeeting. Presi
dent David Skorton, Vice President Susan Murphy 
'73, PhD 94, and Chris Marshall. associate VP for 
alumni affairs, were there to brief active alums on 
what Mater is doing about worldwide financial 
challengesand how to cope with the 21st century. 
The sessions-basic training for new officers and 
advanced for old hands-were stimulating at a 
time when stimulus (as in economic) was a word 
much heard. Fifty-three went back to Philadel
phia's Union League club for a Friday night dinner 
gala, which appears to have become a tradition, 
with fine dining and pretty good singing of the 
songs we formerly knew so well. Keyboard maes
tro Dave Dingle '50 supplied copies of the words 
for those who needed them (most of us). Our class 
officers voted, among other things, not to raise 
the dues, to send copies of the New Student Read
ing Project book, John Steinbeck"s Depression 
novelThe Gropes of Wroth, to all who request it, 
to meet and eat together for Homecoming (Oct. 
17), and to return to Tanglewood this summer for 
an all-Mozart program and dinner chez Phil and 
Roz Zalutsky Baron. Special trolleys took Cornell
ians to the Penn campus Saturday evening. The 
Cornell Pep Band, cheerleaders, and a big new Big 
Red bear welcomed a throng to an indoor Febru
ary tailgate, with genuine Philadelphia cheese 
steak. A rare 88-73 pounding of the Penn basket
ball team followed. Here's a toast to Jane Little 
Hardy, CACO"s outgoing chairperson of the Mid
Winter Meeting, for many a job well done and to 
Stan Rodwin' '50 and Claire Moran Ford, for mak
ing the Union League event Ry. 

The mayor of Indianapolis declared a May 
day Ruth Christoff Landon Day to honor Chris 
on her retirement as director of Cumns Kids, 
Castleton United Methodist Church, after 39 
years. The school established a Chris Landon En
dowment Fund. A few days later, she and Bill '52 
found themselves in compelling conversation 
with a realtor at our 55th. That led to further 
talk and before they knew it, their home of 40 
years was on the market. It sold in two weeks. 
Bill's brother Tom had been after them for years 
to try life in the Blue Ridge Mountains, far from 
their Midwestern Ratlands digs. So they agreed to 
look around Roanoke, VA, found •a sweet little 
house, and bought it." At last word, they were 
settling in comfortably. 

The scary psychodrama filmPush:Basedon the 
Novelby Sapphiretruly came home to Joan Kane! 
Slomanson (NYC). "Woodyand I are thrilled that 
Pushwon top honors (in January) at the Sundance 
Film Festival because a scene was shot in our liv
ing roomt says she. More honors were to follow 
for director Lee Daniels, actress Mariah Carey, and 
the unforgettable Gabourey (Gabby) Sidibe, who 
plays Precious Jones, the pregnant 16-year-old 
who's a victim of mother Mo"Nique and father, sep
arately and equally nightmarishly in 1980s Harlem. 
John and Nancy Egan Webster spent quality time 
in Iran last year. Prof. John gave talks at a bio
medical engineering conference in Tehran. He's 
been deep into research on curing liver cancer by 
freezing or heating tumors and designing meas
urements for menopausal hot flashes. Their Iran
ian hosts remain friends "to treasure," they say. 
John and Nancy visited the ruins of Persian Em
peror Darius's palace, called the greatest surviving 
masterpiece of ancient Near Eastern civilizations. 
They admired detailed relief carvings on columns 

still standing after Alexander the Great torched the 
palace in 330 BC. They checked out the main Imam 
mosqueat Esfahan(the size of a football field) and 
the smaller nearby Sheikh Lotfollah mosque for the 
Shah's 200 wives. A week in Paris followed and, 
in the fall, a board meeting in London and a trip 
to the Stuttgart wine country. Back home, John 
returned to his students of biomedical instrumen
tation and design at the U. of Wisconsin. Nancy 
lends volunteer time at a retirement center and 
as a docent at the campus art museum and at the 
Unitarian Church designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. 

Edgar MacBurney Storm, JO '60 (Savannah, 
GA), the only classmate known to have gone suc
cessfully through sorority rushing (prankishly dis
guised as one Ellie Hawes) but not widely known 
to have gotten any bids, was, at last report, still 
skiing, fishing, shrimping, and teaching sailing. 
Some of his tastes were deeply ingrained in his 
youth. Mac says his best day at Cornellwas the 
day he skied at Greek Peak while cutting a Law 
School class. Carl Schneider (Philadelphia, PA) 
submits, briefly, that he has cut the legal life for 
good and is retired from law practice. But there 
have been added classes, at the U. of Penn. Shel
don Sorokoff (Hastings-on-Hudson, NY) describes 
himself as "retired physician, father of three, 
grandfatherof two ... handwritingpoor, spelling 
needs work, as does computing ability." (At least 
that's what his note appears to say.) Big Red 
wrestlerJohn Arnold (Woodland Hills, CA) says, "As 
a do-it-yourselferI added a library to my home a 
while back. I had to take courses and be licensed 
to install the air conditioning myself. I may retire 
from volunteer construction. I have been helping 
out at church and the Canoga Park women's club." 
Best day at Cornell? ·we placed third in the NCAAs 
in 1953" (when Frank Bettucci, MBA '58, was the 
tournament's outstanding wrestler). 

Here's hoping we'll see you for that all-Mozart 
Sunday afternoon, July 19 at Tanglewood. Once 
again the Barons have invited classmates for din
ner to follow at their place in the Massachusetts 
Berkshires.Details will follow before long. 0 Jim 
Hanchett, 300 1st Ave, #BB, NYC 10009; e-mail, 
jch46@cornell.edu. 

Bruce Hartwigsen is doing ex
actly what he enjoys, and before 
you say wait, wait, I will tell 

you he is ... traveling, playing golf, and fishing 
(he does live in Florida). His ports of call have 
provided a thorough look at the Mediterranean 
countries plus China and Japan. My daughter is 
living my dream trip: she is in Rwanda as I write, 
viewing the mountain gorillas. At this age one 
knows not to envy, but my present complexion is 
a darkshade of emerald. WilliamSimon's list of 
co-authored books (he is up to 28) and topics 
would not even fit in this column. Bill's range of 
subject material runs from Steve Jobs to the rise 
of India as a world powerhouse to TV mediums to 
the afterlife studies of Harvard Prof. Gary Schwartz 
and the confessions of Kevin Mitnick the cyber
desperado. Either Google Bill or find his work on 
Amazon.It is a great adventure to just graze 
through the people whose lives he has chronicled. 
HisArt of Deception with Mitnick was a best.seller 
in Poland. That has left Bill a tad puzzled. 

Dana Dalrymple, MS '56, has retired from fed
eral service after 46 years as an agricultural econ
omist. His latest work was in the sphere of 
international agricultural research. You may re
membera mention in this column of his work with 
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a plant-based drug for the treatment of malaria in 
Africa. I do hope that despite retirement he re
ports on the progress they are making in reducing 
the spread of malaria. Retired architect Teodoro 
Valentiner, BArch '55, is a loyal correspondent to 
the class news, but there is no indication whether 
he will be flying over from Germany for reunion 
to reminisce about the falland spring house par
ty weekends. Robert Hill and Ken Hershey have 
a lot in common. They both play logger and chop 
wood from their neighborhood. Robert and wife 
Wendy (Witherell) '55 live in Vermont, where 
they can ski for five months of the year and do 
bike rides in Florida for a change of pace. Besides 
skiing and chopping, Robert is completing a log 
cabin on acreage in Vermont. No mention of re
tiring south of the Mason-Dixon line. 

George Cockcroft wrote The Dice Man in 
1970 and has written several other books and 
screenplays. George enjoyed his classes with Prof. 
Black on semantics and language. For Vincent 
Rospond, LLB '58, the practice of law is still one 
he enjoys. He has been the president of the 
Bloomfield, NJ, United Way for the past 25 years 
and has been involved with various other chari
table organizations as well. Vacations are spent 
in Puerto Rico, but more time would be welcome 
over the winter months. Vincent has many fond 
memories of Cornell, but classes with Prof. 
Vladimir Nabokov rank with the best of them. I 
agree. We were fortunate to have him at Cornell 
when we were there. Jack and Grace Owen live 
in Marco Island, FL, where Jack is in real estate 
and on the golf course as much as possible. Jack 
and Grace celebrated 55 years of marriage. Does 
that number sound familiar? 

Warren Heilbronner still practices law and 
serves on several boards, but allows more time for 
playing golf and tennis nowadays. Warren was the 
first recipient of the Senior Attorney Pro Bono 
Award presented by the NYS Bar Assn. Warren 
fondly remembers playing the only bass drum in 
the Big Red Marching Band for three years. 
William Webber, MD '60, might have retired from 
medicine, but not from life. Bill's activities look 
like a suggestion list of what you can do when 
you retire, and it would appear he has put a check 
beside them all: desert gardening, hiking, singing, 
biking, bird-watching, digital photography, deal
ing with a solar house, etc. Some of his cartoons 
done while in the Navy are now in the Naval 
Archives Library in D.C. Fond memories of the Hill 
include being art editor of the Cornell Widow and 
Rod Kirk's understudy at strong safety on the foot
ball team. Bob and Debbie Kroker Ineich still 
travel to visit their grands, eight of whom are now 
in college. I guess we really are ready for our 55th 
Reunion. I loved Debbie's fondest memory-of 
climbing the Baker steps heading for the Ag li· 
brary with sparkling, fluffy snow covering the cam· 
pus; sheer joy and awesomely beautiful.Jack Vail 
and Chick Trayford, MBA '60, have planned a 
great reunion. See you there. 13 Leslie Papenfus 
Reed, LJReed@speakeasy.net. Class website, 
http://classof54.alumni.cornell.edu. Alumni Di
rectory, https://directory.alumni.cornell.edu. 

5 5 We received a nice note from the 
son of Paul Aguais. Alan was 
only eight when his father died, 

but now that he's reached age 50 and has few 
memories of his father, he's looking for someone 
who might remember his dad. "If anyone does 
remember Paul," Alan writes, "I would greatly 

appreciate any stories or memories you might 
share. His three grandchildren would love to hear 
stories about their grandfather." You can e-mail 
me and I'll pass your reminiscences on to Alan. 

Karl Wendt, BArch'61, sent a photo from our 
19th Reunion that I'll bring to the 55th. For the 
past 13 years, Karl has spent a month each win· 
ter in Costa Rica, relaxing, touring, and fishing. 
He visits his old buddy and fellow architect Jorge 
Borbon and says, "last year, I finally saw the 
Panama Canal, in a two-seat helicopter." Gordon 
Whitehas finished his seventh book on auto rac· 
ing history and is on to a new project. "My neigh· 
bors here in Virginia talked me into looking into 
the history of our little community. Turns out our 
Chesapeake Bay creek was discovered and mapped 
by Captain John Smith in 1608 and over the suc
ceeding 400 years became a tobacco, fishing, and 
boat-building center. The land where we live was 
bought in 1878 from a Confederate veteran by an 
ex-slave, a model citizen who, being black, was 
allowed to attend a white church only by sitting 
in the balcony. A hundred years ago, across the 
creek from me, was based the most prolific dead
rise boat builder on the bay. Now nothing remains 
but pine trees." Gordy has converted the tale into 
his eighth book, The History of Moore Creek, Vir
ginia,already into its second printing. 

Gerri Sobel Katz announces that she and 
husband Sol (Steve) celebrated two weddings 
and the birth of their first grandchild in the past 
18 months. Her son, Robert, a teleconferencing 
specialist at Genesys Conferencing in Virginia, 
and his wife are now proud parents of a son, 
Samuel Ethan. The Katzes' daughter, Amy, a sen
ior media buyer at Universal McCann, was mar
ried last May. "So that is the good news," Gerri 
continues. "The sad news is that Sol passed away 
suddenly this past January, after a five-year bat
tle with Alzheimer's disease." We send you our 
condolences, Gerri. 

Roy Allen, MME '63, says they completed four 
"big" trips in 2008: to Peru and Ecuador, Ireland, 
Italy, and Alaska. "The first three were through the 
Cornell Alumni Association, which always means 
a first class tour and good travel companions. So 
far we:ve done eight Cornell trips, including our 
three favorites: Australia and New Zealand, South 
Africa, and Patagonia. Our Cornell rep for Ireland 
was Charlie Phlegar, with his charming daughter 
Casey,so it was a good opportunity to get the real 
scoop on alumni affairs." On the Alaska trip, Sarah 
Palin was on the plane with them from Anchorage 
to Juneau. "This was pre-VP time so there was no 
entourage or fanfare!" Rosalind Kent Berlow 
writes, "Life is very busy, and out family is thriv
ing: two grandchildren finishing college, three 
more to go. I'm semi-retired, working part-time as 
an administrative law judge at the New York City 
EnvironmentalControl Board." Rosalind performed 
in Carnegie Hall with the Saint Cecilia Chorus and 
made bridge Life Master. Ken Mason, JD '60, and 
wife Mimsie have joined Bob and Joan Weisberg 
Belden in Fearrington Village in North Carolina. 
"Ken hit the ground running," reports Joan. "He 
and Charlie Yohn '50 have arranged a monthly 
Cornell luncheon. There are about ten of us here, 
and the group includes spouses. Ken is sponsor· 
ing a group that's studying the Lincoln book that 
our class received." 

'55's 55th! It's started! Yes, the planning for 
our 55th Reunion on June 10-13, 2010 has begun! 
At the CACO Mid-WinterMeeting in Philadelphia 
in February, the officers and members of the re· 
union committee and class council met to discuss 

the plans for our upcoming reunion-it's not that 
far away! Attending the Class of '55 meeting were 
class co-presidents Barbara Loreto Peltz and Fred 
Antiland reunion co-chairs Joan Weisberg Belden 
and Mike Avery, plusNancy Eisenberg Grabow,Al 
Greisman,Philip Harvey, Nancy Livingston Hop
kins,Hilda Bressler Minkoff,Nils Nordberg, Gin
ny Wallace Panzer,Nancy Savage Petrie,Eva Konig 
Ray, and Frank Turgeon. Our planning was helped 
greatly by 75 classmates who answered a survey 
that was sent to those who had attended our 
most recent reunions. If you would like a copy of 
those results, contact Mike Avery at avery5109@ 
comcast.net. Anyone wishing to volunteer for the 
2010 reunion-to help with decorations, sou• 
venirs, working with Bill Ooerleron affinity 
groups, conducting a regional event to promote 
our reunion, transportation coordination, tours 
both on and off campus, and/or interfacing with 
CAU for a pre- or post-tour-please let our co
chairs know. After the meeting, the evening con
tinued courtesy of the Philadelphia Cornell Club, 
who arranged for a "tailgate"-type supper at the 
Hilton Inn at Penn. The Big Red Band, cheerlead• 
ers, and the Big Red Bear were on hand to rev up 
the crowd spirit, before we all headed to the 
Palestra to watch Cornell beat Penn in basketball. 
A great evening and a good win. 

In December, Mike Averfs daughter Allison 
delivered the Averys eighth grandchild, the first 
new grandchild in seven years. Their three oldest 
are off in various colleges. "Makes me feel older 
and not necessarily wiser," Mike comments. Carol 
Rittershausen Byron says she's "really enjoying 
this time of life and traveling a bunch; recently 
returned from the annual birthday trip with my 
scuba-diving daughter, this time St. Martin in the 
Caribbean." Ritt went down over the holidays to 
meet family at Crystal Cove State Park in Laguna 
Beach, CA, their former hometown. "I am in touch 
with Pat Wells Lunneborg and laura Weese 
Kennedy, both in Seattle, and we get together 
with Barb Ramsey Adsit when she visits from 
Portland. It is a nice Northwest contingent!" Ritt's 
thinking about a possible class gathering/wine 
tour of some of the 42 wineries in Woodinville, 
where she lives, and says she's looking forward 
to June 2010 in Ithaca. As are we all! C3 Nancy 
SavagePetrie, nancypetrie@optonline.net. Class 
website, http://classof55.alumni.cornell.edu. 

HEADLINES:"Cornell's Niemand 
to be Inducted into Wrestling 
Hall of Fame," reports the Ithaca 

Journal.Arno Niemand wrestled at Cornell from 
1952 to 1954 and was a varsity starter at 137 
pounds, where he helped the Big Red to place 
second at the EIWA tournament and third at the 
NCAAsin 1953. In 2008 Arno received the FILA 
Gold Star, which is the highest award given to an 
individual by the world governing body of 
wrestling. Arno served as CEO and president of 
Niemand Industries and in 1990 he founded Body 
Bar Systems, which sells fitness products world· 
wide. His company was the pioneer sponsor of the 
women's national team that competed in the 
Olympic Games in 2004. Arno has also supported 
many important groups in the field of wrestling. 
We are so pleased to announce that he was cho· 
sen as the 2009 inductee for the Wrestling Hall 
of Fame's Order of Merit. "Professor Challenges 
University to Limit Use of Bottles," reports the 
CornellDailySun, concerning the efforts of Prof. 
James Quest, the entrepreneur-in-residence at 
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the School of Hotel Administration. Sparked by a 
recent debate over bottled water and its environ
mental implications, Jim has devised a competi
tion to encourage students to look for alternatives 
to bottled water. 86 percent of plastic water bot
tles used in the United States, according to the 
Container Recycling Inst., are not recycled. 

Another headline-this one I am sad to re
port-from the WashingtonPost,"Helped Rebuild 
Bosnia After the War," concerns the passing of 
Richard Sklar, who died at his home in San Fran
cisco after a battle with pancreatic cancer. Dick 
led the US civilian effort to rebuild Bosnia after 
the war in the 1990s. After his year in Bosnia, 
Dick was named by President Bill Clinton to be an 
ambassadorto the United Nations for management 
and reform. He returned to the Balkans as special 
representative in 1999, working on Montenegrin 
independence. In the 1970s and '80s he was in
volved in many successful construction projects in 
San Francisco, including the cable car system and 
the Moscone Center, and in 1978 was appointed 
to run the San Francisco Public Utilities Commis
sion, which included the public transit system and 
the water department. Dick is survived by his wife 
Barbara, a successful artist. He will be missed. 

AWARDS:Joe Henninger, MBA '58 (Akron, 
OH) was among eight alumni to have won the 
2009 Frank H. T.Rhodes Exemplary Alumni Ser
vice Award. A banquet will be held during Home
coming in October, where Joe will be honored 
along with the other inductees. BOARDS: Morton 
Hyman, JD '59, has been elected chairman of the 
Sabin Vaccine Inst. Mort is retired from Overseas 
Shipholding Group, one of the world's largest fieets 
of oil tankers, and has had considerable experience 
in the global health arena. FYI,the Sabin Vaccine 
Inst. is a nonprofit organization dedicated to re
ducing human suffering caused by infectious and 
neglected diseases. Visit www.sabin.org. 

TRAVELS:Ed Berkowitz and wife Lois (Ull
man) '59 traveled to Costa Rica for an adventure 
trip with Cornell Outdoor Education's council of 
active alumni. In addition to her annual sojourn 
to Paris, Barbara Rapoport went to Washington, 
DC, for the 2009 Presidential inauguration as a 
guest of New York State Senator Chuck Schumer. 
Dick and Peg Jones Halberstadt (Wyoming, OH) 
traveled to Burgundy's vineyards with CAU. Jack 
Shirman (Quechee, VT) and wife Natalie were in 
Malaysia, which they describe as a "great adven
ture trip among the wild orangutans, monkeys, 
hornbill birds, etc." BaxterWebb (Palm Beach, 
FL) gathered 14 Cornell Hotelies in Coconut, FL, 
for a mini-reunion. MargotMahoney Haddock 
(Grantham, NH) went to Brazil and the Amazon. 
Margot Lurie Zimmerman and husband Paul also 
went to the Amazon.BarbaraBarron Starr and 
husband Bob visited Key West, Naples, and Sara
sota, FL, and visited with Lenore Brotman Green
stein, who winters in Naples, FL. 

MORECLASSMATES Allen Unger AT WORK: 
(New York City) continues his active practice of 
cardiology. Joseph Frankel (Iowa City, IA) is pro
fessor of biology at the U. of lowa. Kathleen 
Rooney Irish (East Chatham, NY) sells country 
homes in Columbia County, NY. Harvey Hammer 
(Morristown, NJ) has a private psychiatry practice. 
Sandra Albert Wittow (Englewood, CO) is having 
an exhibition of her work at the Singer Gallery in 
Denver (more details on her website, www.sandra
wittow.com). Lonnie Hanauer, MO '60 (West Or
ange, NJ) is chief of rheumatology at East Orange 
V.A.Hospital, and in private practice. John Hoare, 
MBA '57 (Bridgewater, NJ) is president of the 

HomeownersAssociationat Bridge Club, where he 
lives. Among his Cornell activities is service on the 
Chimes Advisory Council, and he's had time for 
two CAU trips-to Las Vegas and to the Mohonk 
Mountain House for the pre-election seminar. 

MORECLASSMATE Betsy JenACTIVITIES: 
nings Rutledge (Wilmette, IL) is busy with home
making, private investing, handwriting analysis, 
and grandparenting. She is also grateful for the 
precious present, life and limb, good health, 
friends, and each member of her wonderful fam
ily. Stanley Whitten moved with his wife to a 
retirement complex in Madison, WI, with family 
nearby. Stanley still constructs crossword puzzles 
that appear nationwide in US newspapers. [3 

Phyllis Bosworth, 8 East 83rd St., New York, NY 
10028; e-mail, phylboz.aol.com. 

- Ever since graduation, Sue De5 RosayHenninger has been a 
strong supporter not only of our 

class, but of Cornell as well. Both Sue and hus
band Joe '56, MBA '58, have been recognized for 
their service as winners of the 2009 Frank H.T. 
Rhodes Exemplary Alumni Service Award. They 
will be honored, along with Steven Laden, at a 
banquet on October 16 during Homecoming 
weekend. Congratulations, Sue. It's too bad the 
magazine doesn't include photos, as Ann Stevens 
sent one of herself at the piano in which she 
looks like she could be the Class of '77, not '57 ! 
Ann has written and produced a cabaret show, My 
Fair Ladies: The Best of Broadway. Starting in 
February Ann and her talented vocalist performed 

at various cultural centers and libraries on Long
Island. If you live in that part of the country and 
want to know more about her schedule, she's at 
astevens25@optonline.net. 

In Chicago, Alice Brunner has been taking 
classes at the U. of Chicago and Osher Learning
for Living Inst. She's a docent al the Museum of 
Contemporary Art and on the steering commit
tee of Lincoln Park Village. last year Alice flew 
to Berlin, Germany, to attend the wedding of 
Jeanne Waters Townsend's son. Susan Roseno 
Fahrenholtz is an adjunct associate professor of 
chemistry at Fordham, commuting to work from 
her home in Bloomfield, NJ. Her volunteer work
consists of placing low income, high achieving
students in paid internships in science for the 
summer. Some Cornell friends from whom Susan 
would like to hear are Merle Forman Poller, M
'64, and Gloria Welt Sage. 

Francine Hassol Lifton and husband Harvey
celebrated their 50th anniversary last year by tak
ing the whole family to Disney World. They also 

 were able to enjoy a river cruise from Amsterda
to Budapest. Sue Davidson Braun took up line
dancing this past year-pretty good for some
one who had a back fusion a year ago. Sue had 
a chance to see friends from her childhood when
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she and her husband flew to Rochester in August 
to attend his 50th medical school reunion. A 
longtime resident of San Diego, CA, Sue is on the 
board of one of the largest urban parks in the US 
and involved with Friends of the Library. 

The annual class meeting took place in 
February at CACO'sMid-Winter Meeting in Phil
adelphia;a highlight was the presentation of a 
$10,000 check to the officers of the Class of 
2007. The purpose is to support reunion activi
ties of that class and become informal mentors to 
them as well. [3 Judith Reusswig, 19 Seburn Or., 
Bluffton, SC 29909; e-mail, JCReuss@aol.com. 

We seem to be in a phase of downsizing and 
spending more time visiting with grandchildren. 
Marty, MO '61, and Lise-Lotte Wolfe pulled up 
stakes after living for 38 years in their house in 
Chevy Chase, MO, and now reside in an apartment 
in Washington, DC. They have five grandchildren 
in that area and two more in NYC. Marty still 
practices tropical medicine and directs a medical 
service in Washington. Don't feel sorry for the 
Wolfes. They spend the winter in their home on 
Captiva Island and summers in home number 
three on Block Island. Walter and Birgit Wills 
(Chester, PA) are in a new townhouse. Walter is a 
member of the local planning board and conducts 
cell phone testing for a number of companies. He 
has an APB out for BobbyDunn, his roommate 
at AXEwho grabbed his sheepskin and has never 
been heard from since. 

Henry Siegel, JO '59, who spent time in the 
mid-'90s in the Peace Corps in Slovakia (and stayed 
for six more years), is an attorney in San Diego 

'Bill Webber's activities look like 
a suggestion list of what you can do 
when you retire., 

Leslie Papenfus Reed '54 

and is involved in building a theater in Baja, 
Mexico. Donald Woolfolk (Williamsburg, VA) 
sends word that he still works part-time in a 
public health clinic, leaving a few days a week 
for his hobbies of bird-watching and photography. 
Dwight Emanuelson is keeping his head above 
water in the securities business in Hilton Head, 
but not in his hobby of scuba diving. He comes 
up for air now and then to indulge in his other 
favorite pastime, wine tasting. 

Ralph Deeds has a part-time career as claim
ant advocate in unemployment compensation 
hearings in Birmingham, Ml. The Deeds family has 
a history of sailing, and daughter Sarah competed 
well (7th place out of 60 boats) in a 2,100 mile, 
12-day race from San Francisco to Hawaii last fall. 
AndyMeyerenjoys going from his house in Am
bler, PA, to Atlantic City to try his hand at poker. 
He and Al Huggard have done some deer hunt
ing at each other's spreads in Pennsylvaniaand 
NewYork.Allison Collard-recently returned from 
Poland, Russia, Germany, and South Africa-enjoys 
entertaining his Jupiter, FL, neighbors with his 
piano keyboard artistry, and spends adequate qual
ity time on the three nearby golf courses. 

Stu MacKay is "tap dancing" again after 
knee replacement last fall. He kindly invited your 
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correspondent to tour the annual national truck 
show in Louisville in March for the second time, 
but complications have again pushed the tour 
back to next year. As Judy mentioned above, our 
hats are off to Joe '56, MBA '58, and Suzanne 
DeRosay Henninger, who have been awarded the 
Frank H. T.Rhodes Exemplary Service Award, and 
to Steve Laden for the same honor. I have a list 
of the qualifications in the granting of this 
award-and let it be known that it is not hand
ed out lightly. Congratulations to Sue, Joe, and 
Steve. Iii John Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com. 

I need to make a correction to 
my Reunion Report, which ap5 8 peared in the Sept/Oct '08 issue. 

The person who traveled the farthest to get to our 
reunion was Beverly Amerman Lewin. She trav
eled 5,671 miles from Israel to New York! I still 
have some 2008 News Forms here, so will start 
there: Gretchen Cuyle Davis (East Berlin, PA) owns 
an antique and folk gallery. She is active in com
munity historic preservation in both East Berlin 
(est. 1764) and Gettysburg. She chairs an annual 
antique show and historic house tour for fundrais
ers. One of her fondest memories of Cornell is walk
ing across the Arts Quad on a winter evening with 
light snow falling and listening to the Tower 
chimes. Barbara Avery, MA '59, expresses the 
same fond memory of Cornell. She is the director 
of the Ohio Religious Coalition for Reproductive 
Choice and is also on the council of governors and 
board of directors. She enjoys taking classes
especially Italian Renaissance Art-at Ohio State 
in Program 60 to prepare for travels. 

Edmund Copeland writes that after he grad
uated from Cornell, he learned he had bipolar 
disorder. It forced him to switch from a career in 
medicine to one in research, teaching, and ad
ministration as a PhD in radiation biology with 
postdoctoral study of free radicals in Buffalo and 
Oslo. He spent his career at Walter Reed Inst. of 
Research and at the National Institutes of Health 
in the Division of Research Grants and at the Na
tional Inst. of Mental Health. Ken Keoughan is 
the owner and director of the Woodturning 
School in Damariscotta, ME. Herbert Goldman is 
a hematologist-oncologistin private practice at 
KimelmanCancer Center in St Thomas. He is a big 
advocate for single payer healthcare. Bill Wentz 
has the present day job of domestic culinary duties 
preparing gourmet meals for his bride of 50 years: 
meatloaf, spaghetti and meatballs, etc. He says 
he kept all his cookbooks from the Hotel school. 
He published a book, How to Succeed in the High 
Risk Restaurant Businessby SomeoneWho Did. 

Many of our classmates have retired, as we 
might expect, and are doing some very interest
ing things. JayneVoganis now three years into 
learning to play the harp. She says she always 
loved this instrument and its sound, and now has 
enough time to play and learn. Brad Corbitt is a 
volunteer driver for elderly and handicapped bus 
services (Gadabout). He also enjoys sailing in the 
Florida Keys. Marcia Fogel Yeager has started 
personal consultations for weight loss. Hans 
Katinka is busy restoring Model A Fords and '70s 
Skidoo snowmobile race sleds. Chuck Thorn, MS 
'60, sings baritone with the Melbourne, FL, chap
ter of the Harbor City Harmonizers, current AAA 
class champions of the Sunshine District. He also 

enjoys fishing and golfing. Dorinda Larkin Mc
Namara is still in Pinehurst, NC. Sadly, she lost 
her husband, but she hopes next year to start 
traveling again. Betsy Hyde Patterson is active 
in the AAUW, Port Washington Garden Club, and 
Plandome Woman's Club. 

Dick, PhD '65, and Connie Case Haggard were 
able to meet up with several classmates on Feb
ruary 6-7 at the annual CACO Mid-WinterMeeting 
in Philadelphia. He sent in this report at deadline. 
"Class president Bill Standen, along with secretary 
Gladys Lunge Stifel, 55th Reunion co-chair Mey
er Gross, and retired reunion co-chair Betty Anne 
SteerMerritt, had a brief and effective class meet
ing Saturday morning. Items considered (which will 
be covered in more detail in a letter from Bill) in
clude: maintaining our approximately 400 dues
paying members (not a bad percentage of our 
approximately 1,000 mailable living classmates, 
we thought, and always growable); that we have 
about $30,000 remaining in our treasury after 
payment of this year's alumni magazine bill; the 
possibility of lifetime dues, at reasonable rates 
(e.g., perhaps $350 per individual for life-what's 
left, that is, as we get farther and farther back in 
the Class Notes columns; have you noticed?); the 
recognition that we have three completed projects 
(Elsie Dinsmore Popkin, BFA '58's memorial; the 
Library Book Preservation project; and the Ron 
Lynch Memorial Fund for student support-all of 
these also growable); possibly a year or two's 
worth of all-class mailings of this magazine as our 
55th gets nearer; and, finally, bolstering the class 
website, started by Chuck Hunt,but now in great 
need of continuing help. This should be forthcom
ing, as we learned at the afternoon's information 
session that the university is bringing more-much 
more-effort to alumni relations, including web
site help, on which Bill is following up. 

"The luncheon was attended by hundreds of 
alumni officers spanning the classes-from Bill 
Vanneman'31, whom we all joined in helping 
celebrate his 100th birthday, and S. Miller Har
ris '43, that class's fine correspondent for more 
than 60 years who won this year's Vanneman 
Award, to alumni from the most recent classes. A 
huge age range and all with Cornell's interest at 
heart. A rousing toast to Cornell followed Presi
dent Skorton's update, primarily on the universi
ty's handling of its globally shared economic 
problems. Those present at the Cornell-Penn game 
that night were quite satisfied with the outcome." 
13 Jan Arps Jarvie, jjarvie@sbcglobal.net; Dick 
Haggard,dhaggard@voicenet.com.Class website, 
http://classof58.alum ni .cornell. edu. 

9 Hope you'll be joining hundreds 
of other '59ers for our fabulous 
Reunion Weekend on June 4-7! 

AsI write this in early February, great plans are 
already in place. The revival of the ballad and 
folklore course affectionately known as "Romp 'n 
Stomp" -complete with Peter Yarrow-takes 
place in Bailey Hall on Saturday afternoon. On Fri
day night there's a Hootenanny in our class tent. 
On Saturday evening we have a great local band, 
joined by jazz vocalist Barbara Rosene, who cur
rently is touring with the Harry James Big Band. 
The traditional '59 breakfast panel, once again 
organized by Dale Rogers Marshall and Stefanie 
LipsitTashkovich,MEd '64, is on Friday morning. 
Titled "Off the Record: Insiders' Perspectives," it 
presents several classmates who have participat
ed in important sectors of society; they'll share 
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their personal reflections on their experiences in 
an informal but candid format designed to stim
ulate lots of exchanges with the audience. Among 
the speakers will be Carl Leubsdorf, Washington 
bureau chief for the Dollos Morning News, and 
Joel Birnbaum, former chief scientist and senior 
VP at Hewlett Packard. Don't forget that in addi
tion to class activities there will be loads of uni
versity-sponsoredevents: lectures, open houses. 
college breakfasts, athletic competitions, walking 
tours, displays, exhibits, etc. 

Thank you, Ron Demer! He has joined Dave 
Dunlop and Harry Petchesky as a reunion co
chair. Contact any of these men if you can be of 
help either now or during reunion. Our class pres
ident, GeorgeSchneider, notes that *thanks lo 
outstanding affinity work," he and others are op
timistic that we'll break the university record for 
classmates returning for a 50th Reunion (we still 
hold the 25th Reunion record). Take George's ad
vice and reach out to other '59ers, encouraging 
them to join you "on the Hill!" 

"Barb and I are really looking forward to the 
50th Reunion, a.s our first year of married life was 
spent living on Stewart Avenue, when I was a 
senior," writes W. Hardy Eshbaugh (Oxford, OH). 
Although a professor emeritus at Miami U., he 
continues to teach, and often gives public lec
tures on conservation, botany, and education. He 
was recognized with awards: the Distinguished 
Economic Botanist Award of the Society for Eco
nomic Botany in 2007 and the Peter H. Raven 
Award of the Society of Plant Taxonomy in 2008. 
Barb and Hardy celebrated their 50th wedding an
niversary with their children and grandchildren in 
West Yellowstone. Other trips took them to Viet
nam and Mexico. Plus there's hiking, fly-fishing, 
and bird-watching, including leading a bird
watching trip to Costa Rica in 2007. 

Will the potato gun once again shoot its "bul
lets" over Beebe lake? Let's hope Chuck Brown 
(Dallas, PA) brings it to reunion. He and wife Nan
cy (Sterling) are delighted to report that two of 
their grandchildren will be continuing the family's 
Cornell tradition. Also planning to be at reunion 
are Bert• 49 and Gail Freeman Warner. Theytrav
eled to France last year and go to Aruba in March 
every year-"a lovely getaway from winters in 
Rochester!" for more information on reunion, in
cludinga list of who's planning to be there, check 
our class website, http://classof59.alumni.cornell. 
edu. Still working full-time ("If I retired my wife 
would shoot me") as a food broker for Paul 
Charles is Paul Marcus (Greenwich, CT). He plays 
senior ice hockey, remembering fondly playing var
sity hockey at Cornell: "This was as close to the 
NHLas I would ever get and it was great!" Paul 
Schmied, who lives in Geneseo, NY, with wife Bar
bara Denton Schmied '62, is retired, but recently 
worked for FEMA on flood recovery in Iowa. An
other retiree, Bernard Rothman (Philadelphia, PA), 
has been traveling through the US and enjoys 
"tennis, sailing, and grandchildren." C3Jenny 
Tesar,97A Chestnut Hill Village, Bethel, CT 06801; 
tel., (203) 792-8237; e-mail. jet24@cornell.edu. 

Planning for our reunion, sched
uled for June 10-13, 2010, is 6 0 moving ahead at a great pace! 

Thanks go to the group of class officers who met 
in Philadelphia in early February and are working 
to make our 50th a success. Check out our new re
union website, http://www.Cornell60.org. Web
master Carrie Wamow Makover will provide regular 

updates as more details become available. Food
and•beveragemaster Bill fisher, MBA '65, PhD '68, 
will again ensure that our comestibles are first
rate; Linda Jarshauer Johnson, MS '63, will focus 
her well-honed administrative skills on registra
tion; and Carl Johnson will be in charge of fund• 
raising. Dick Penny and Phyllis Pugatch Schecter 
will create a new class directory, while Alan and 
Ellie Ross Garfinkel are developing a master 
plan for affinity groups; if anyone has ideas or 
would like to help out. please contact Alan at 
amgengr@aol.comor Ellie at e1g222@aol.com. 

Frank Critelli wrote, "I figure it is time to 
check in with the big 50 coming around the cor
ner. I will always recall 2008 as the year when I 
was given a new lease on life" -frank had open
heart surgery to replace two valves and correct 
an aneurysm. To complicate matters, "I still have 
my cancer battle going on, and with the aid of a 
wonderful doctor and his crew, I am also on the 
road to recovery on that front." He hopes to at
tend reunion with his alumni children Jamie '98 
and Alicia '00, MPS '01. Frank sends "best to all. 
I hope to see everyone in 2010." 

Tom Waldeck made a huge move, both pro
fessionally and geographically, when a few years 
back he left the presidency of Northwood Finan
cial Services, a commodity trading firm, and moved 
from Greenwich, CT, to Aspen, CO,where he be
came the owner of Emma farms Cattle Co., one 
of the very few ranches in the US where Wagyu 
cattle are raised. Tom points out that Waygu is a 
Japanese breed from the prefecture of Kobe and 
thus is often referred to. incorrectly, as Kobe beef; 
pure Waygu, he says, is "truly extraordinary," a 
premium meat with a "much higher ratio of un
saturated fat than other beef breeds." few Waygu 
are found in the US because of restrictions on im
portation and the challenges of raising them. The 
2,000-acre ranch managed by Tom with son Steven 
includes several hundred acres of irrigated pastures 
and hay fields and is located just a few minutes' 
drive from Aspen. Tom and wife Vivian enjoy their 
new life in the Roaring Fork Valley. They cele
brated their 45th wedding anniversary and now 
havefive grandchildren. 

Roger West. PhD '65 (Montclair, NJ) writes 
that 2008 had many highlights for the West fam
ily, including "celebration of my 40th (!} [sic) 
birthday with a big reception," the 45th anniver
sary of his marriage to Mary LouMoore '63, MS 
'65, a visit to Ithaca for Mary Lou's 45th Reunion, 
and the birth of their first grandchild, born to son 
David '96 and wife Carolyn. Roger also toured and 
sang with his chorus in Austria and the Czech Re
public during the month of August and performed 
with the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra in late 
December.Last, and perhaps less momentous than 
the other events, Roger "watched American chefs 
practice for the lnt'I Coupe de la Patisserie (sculp
tures in sugar, chocolate, and ice), held in Janu
ary.* Sandy Koodin reports that she is now "Mrs. 
John Money, living half-time in Miami Beach, FL, 
and half in John's native England. Under the name 
Ocean Books, his company provides libraries for 
oceanliners. Fascinating!" 

Steve '59 and Madeline Munstuk Anbinder 
now spend every May to December in New York 
City and the rest of the year in Palm Beach, Fl. 
Maddy says they're "retired but doing lots of trav
eling and volunteer work. I love my job at the 
American Museum of Natural History and my SDT 
book group. We have six grandchildren, all bril
liant of course." Nora Heller Freund is still in 
Toronto, where, she says, "John and I are happily 

retired and spend our time on volunteer activi
ties, travel, and visiting with our three daughters 
and their families. We now have ten grandchil
dren, ages 5 to 20." Michael Goldberg reports 
on "life after retirement" from his new digs on 
the West Coast. "After more than 30 years at 
Tufts Medical Center in Boston, 20 of them as 
professor and chairman of orthopedics, I came to 
Seattle to be closer to family and especially my 
grandchildren.I did, however, continue practic
ing medicine and teaching, and I direct the 
Skeletal Health Program at Seattle Children's Hos
pital." Another medical semi-retiree is Richard 
Sarna, who officially stepped down in January 
'08 but still teaches histology part-time at New 
York Medical College. Richard, who lives in Irv
ington, says, "I'm also volunteering at an envi
ronmental education center and traveling. Next 
up-Turkey." Carol Lee Simonson Struthers, too, 
keeps connected part-time, "enjoying retirement 
but involved as a sexual assault nurse examiner 
(SANE)with the Statesboro (GA} Regional Sexu
al Assault Center." 

Ken lscol writes that he is "happily retired the 
past two years.• A pioneer in the cellular phone 
industry, which hejoined more than 25 years ago, 
he saw "phenomenal growth and changes over 
time." Ken and Jill now divide their time between 
homes in New York City, Pound Ridge, and Martha's 
Vineyard, and also find plenty of time for travel. 
Ken also spends time during the winter in Rorida, 
where he runs the Rorida Rowing Center and man
ages, he says, "to compete in rowing races such 
as the Head of the Charles and the Head of the 
Schuylkill regattas." The lscols' son Zach'01 is a 
decorated Marine combat officer with two tours in 
Iraq now making a documentary film about his ex
periences, and their daughter Kiva '03 is director 
of philanthropy for several Internet companies that 
dedicate part of their revenues to worthy causes. 
Ken says, "We return to Cornell for various initia
tives annually. I hope to attend our 50th Reunion." 

The sad news of the deaths of four classmates 
has caught up with me. PeterSilverstein of Plain
view died in May 2007, leaving his wife Rosalind, 
two children, and four grandchildren. In 2008, we 
lost Burdette "Bud" Murphy of Rochester in May, 
Susan Jacoby Sprick of Grover Beach, CA, in Oc
tober, and, in December, William Killoran of Beach 
Haven Park, NJ, after a seven-year battle with 
Alzheimer'sdisease. My condolences to the family 
and friends of each of them. Keep the news com
ing. 13Judy BryantWittenberg, 146 Allerton Rd., 
Newton, MA 02461; e-mail,jw275@cornell.edu. 

61 Time to reach into our electronic 
mail bag and catch up with our 
classmates' comings and goings. 

Based on the travel stories, it is mostly "goings." 
Walt Cottrell, MBA '63, our long-standing treas
urer, reports as follows: "Jeannie (Springer) '63 
and I took a most interesting trip to Bosnia, 
Herzegovina, and Croatia this summer. We spent 
three weeks on a hiking/sailing trip that started 
in Sarajevo and ended in Zagreb. We got a first
hand feeling for the oppression suffered by the 
Muslimsin Sarajevo during the Serbian invasion. 
The city is largely restored now, but it has tak
en 13 years. The highlight of the trip was sail
ing through the Croatian coastal islands from 
Dubrovnik to Split and seeing all of the walled 
cities built in the Middle Ages. The water was 
beautiful and the villages and people were de
lightful. We highly recommend the trip." 
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And more "goings" from Jim Moore,LLB'64. 
"Seriousathletics are behind us. Shirley and I have 
now entered the opera phase of our lives. In ad
dition to seeing The Barber at the Met in NYC, we 
sawRigolettoin Dresden and Aidain Prague dur
ing the past few months. Also visited with Wayne 
Freihoferon a trip to Albany and learned that his 
Cornell daughter is working in London. Wayne has 
the interesting hobby of growing prize-winning 
tomatoes as a pastime. We also had a very pleas
ant visit with Sue Rand Lewis when she came 
north to attend Gail Smith McDougall'swedding 
in Sodus; Sue was about to leave on a two-week 
sojourn to England. Also saw DuncanStewart,LLB 
'64's widow, Sue (Cobb}, MD '66, on a recent vis
it to NYC.Finally,Shirley and I have booked a two
week business/pleasure trip to the home of Vlad 
the Impaler ( cute nickname) in Romania." 

Don Young sent a note announcing the pub
lication of his book You Can Do It!: An Easy Step
by-Step Guide to Financial Security.It is available 
through Amazon and Barnes and Noble as well as 
the website financialsecurityguide.com. Don joins 
an ever-lengthening list of classmates publishing 
books following their successful careers. While on 
the subject of publishing, I received a lengthy 
note from Joanne Schapiro Koch, who announced 
the debut of her 15th show, a musicaLBelle Borth: 
If I Embarrass You, Tell Your Friends. The show is 
about the bawdy comedienne whose joke records 
:sold in the millions and who was dubbed "the fe
male Lenny Bruce." Joanne's musical American 
Klezmer,with Sarah Cohen, composer Ilya Levin
son, and lyricist Owen Kalt, had a successful pro
duction in Los Angeles and is set to begin a 
national tour, starting in Chicago. Her anthology 
Shored Stages: 10 American Dramasof Blacks and 
Jews, co-edited with Sarah Blacher Cohen (and 
including their own multicultural musicalSoul Sis
ters,which toured the country, including Cornell 
in 2000), was published by State University of 
New York Press. Joanne is director of the gradu
ate writing program at National-Louis U. in Chica
go. She'd love to hear from you at jkoch@nl.edu. 

PeterSherman writes, "Wife Nancy Schnur 
and I are spending not enough time in the Berk
shires. Our fun activities include pulling weeds and 
watching our raspberries being annihilated by wild 
turkeys and dive-bombing birds. Home is at the 
Ice Glen in Stockbridge, MA. We frequently catch 
glimpses of classmates wandering through this 
beautiful area. Rachel, our oldest, graduated from 
Wisconsinand works at CNN. Daniel '10 lives the 
high life on College Ave. with most of his class
es in Goldwin Smith. How I remember the days I 
spent in GS B listening to Clinton Rossiter '39, 
AndrewHacker,and George Healy. The Cornell Ho
tel Society announced that JayTreadwellis their 
new president. This alumni group has more than 
60 chapters that are active in and out of the hos
pitality field, and graduate members reside in more 
than 100 countries. Jay writes, "In my 'day job' 
I am a food service consultant with my own firm, 
Optimum Hospitality Services, based in the Wash
ington, DC, area." 

MarilynSlutzkyZucker moved back into her 
old house on Long Island after living in Seattle 
for ten years. "I'm teaching writing at Stony Brook 
U., a job I love. I write the occasional scholarly 
paper and present at Virginia Woolf conferences, 
but find that part of my interest waning. I trav
el when I can, often with my sister Karen. Our 
last trip was to Sicily in May; we rented a car and 
tooled around the island. The best pa,t of the trip 
was that Karen drives like an Italian man, so we 

sped past cars on the highway, crept into tiny 
parking spaces, and managed to get up the steep 
hills v,,ithout falling backwards into the sea!" And 
we'll conclude with a final coming and going. Ter
rel Kimmel Kaplan lives in a Madrona grove on 
the beautiful island of Orcas. If anybody comes 
to the island and wants a private tour, please let 
her know. We encourage all of you to drop us a 
note or an e-mail to sustain our efforts on your 
behalf. 13 Doug Fuss, 5 Pineside Lane, Savan
nah, GA 31411; dougout@attglobal.net; Joanna 
McCully, 1607 Hilton Head Blvd., Lady Lake, FL 
32159; joannacelticlady@aol.com. 

6 2 In February your class officers 
met at the annual CACO Mid
Winter Meeting. Mike Duesing 

reports that Evelyn Eskin and husband Dave Ma
jor '61 hosted the team "in their spectacular apart
ment overlooking all of Philadelphia West from a 
very high floor on Walnut Street. What a beautiful 
view, and what delicious pre-prandials, exquisite 
grazing satisfaction, and company!" Those present 
included Alex Vollmer, MS '64, Sandy Wills Van 
Velzer,Bob Wood, Don Juran, John Neuman, Pe
ter Slater, Judy Prenske Rich, Alan Flaherty, Mar
ty GreggMount,Mike Eisgrau, and Mike Duesing. 
At the class meeting the following day, plans 
were begun for our 50th Reunion in 2012. Judy 
Rich (jprcom1@aol.com), Peter Slater (pgs24@ 
cornell.edu), and Alan Flaherty (alanflaherty@ 
fuse.net) are compiling class history and memora
bilia. It's not too early to join the planning: con
tact Ruth Zimmerman Bleyler (rzb3@cornell. 
edu) to offer your services and ideas. 

Tom '63, MBA '64, and Nancy Williams 
Clark, MEd '64 (nwc8@cornell.edu) run the Old 
Chatham Sheepherding Company and make cheese 
and yogurt. "Our label has a black sheep on a 
bright green field. We ship all over the country. 
You can buy it on our website, www.blacksheep 
cheese.com, or in your favorite high-end cheese 
or natural food stores. We really would appreci
ate it if you would try our product and spread the 
word about it. Sheep milk is healthier than cow 
milk and has some qualities that make it more 
tolerable for many people. We live on the farm 
and operate an open farm, which is very unusu
al in this country. Stop by anytime. It's a won
derful place to bring your grandchildren to see the 
baby lambs all year tong. We have a 24/7 store 
on the property." Dick Levine (richard.levine@. 
dowjones.com) enjoys his post-retirement port
folio career in Princeton and Manhattan focused 
on wide-ranging nonprofit board work and some 
consulting. "I've put considerable effort into my 
new role as chair of the CornellAlumni Magazine 
advisory committee as well as the presidency of 
the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, a foundation pro
moting careers in journalism. My wife, Neil Ann 
(Stuckey) '63, underwent successful back surgery 
last fall; our five grandchildren continue to thrive 
and offer limitless pleasure." 

The ever-ebullient Mike Eisgrau (mikepr@ 
ewol.com) is three years into retirement after 46 
years in the broadcast news industry. His last post 
was as director of public affairs, handling the press 
and speaking for the Jacob K. Javits Convention 
Center of New York. Mike splits his time between 
homes in New York and Florida, doing some writ
ing and public relations consulting, and keeps very 
busy with the active Cornell Club of Sarasota. Mike 
is chairman of the special events committee: in 
addition to monthly luncheon meetings with great 

speakers and programs, the Cornell Club members 
have been packing boxes of non-perishable foods 
and supplies and personal products for our men 
and women in the armed forces-25 boxes went 
out over Christmas to Iraq and Afghanistan. "We've 
just had our annual champagne brunch, will show 
up at a polo match to cheer on the chukkas, and 
in March will send a couple of vanloads of people 
to the Tampa PBS TVstation to man the phones 
during a pledge night. We end the season with a 
beach party on the sands of the Gulf of Mexico." 
The club secretary is Bob Cutler. 

From Don Juran (drj5@cornell.edu): "I de
voted much of 20GB to athletics, mainly softball. 
J returned to table tennis tournament play after a 
35-year hiatus, losing my very first match to a 7-
year-old, but taking home one winne(s and two 
runner-up trophies in subsequent tournaments 
(including a revenge win versus the kid, now 8). 
I sing with the City Choir of Washington, cham
ber groups Carmina (early music) and Convivium, 
and our synagogue choir." Don spent a June af
ternoon hiking with Nona Okun Rowat in Harpers 
Ferry, WV, near the midpoint of her Appalachian 
Trail through-hike. Nona has now conquered the 
Big Three-the Appalachian, Pacific Crest, and 
Continental Divide trails. DetectiveA: The Case of 
the Missing Silver Spoon is the title of Leonard 
Goodisman'snew children's book. "Since I owe 
some of my background for this book to Cornell," 
wrote Len, "if you order it on the website (good
isman.com) and type 'Cornell' in special instruc
tions on the shipping page, a $1 contributionwill 
be made to the Alumni Associationfor each book 
ordered." Retired UAL pilot Dick Monroe (road
kill@nwlink.com)is very active in Scouting. He 
looked forward to the Winter Klondike Derby in 
Eastern Washington and to a 200-boy Merit Badge 
Weekendto be held in May on his property in Du
vall, WA. He's running a US Air Force Reunion in 
Seattle the last week of May, and his big project 
is the Washington State Jamboree for 6,000-7, 500 
Scouts to be held at Fort Lewis in August. Dick 
and wife Toni run a small, 11-table restaurant 
and tea room in Woodinville, WA (www. tastethe 
moment.com). Try it when you're in town! 

Bob Clites '59 and I still enjoy living in the 
Northwest and, after four years here, are learning 
our way around Seattle. It's a joy to be so close 
to our two sons and their families (including five 
wonderful grandchildren). We have sailboats here 
on Elliott Bay and at the dock of our home on 
Whidbey Island-sailors (or non-sailors) are al
ways welcome to visit! Daughter Valerie, now 
senior Foreign Service, is posted this year to 
Afghanistan, where life is never dull. Her hus
band, a Navy captain, is staff assistant to Gen. 
McKiernanthere-so we have a grand-dog spend
ing a year at Camp Seattle. 1:3Jan McClayton 
Crites, 9420 NE 17th St., Clyde Hill, WA 98004; 
e-mail, jmc50@cornell.edu. 

6 3 Spring is here and I am asking 
for news to fill up these col
umns. Also, the class's News and 

Dues mailing should be arriving at any time. Be 
aware, and be sure to contribute to the Class of 
1963. You probably read in this magazine that Bob 
Filner, PhD '73, was reelected to the US House 
of Representatives. His California district includes 
"his state's entire border with Mexico." Daniel and 
Leslie Easterbrook Wilcox reside in Tarzana, CA. 
John Daly (not the golfer) of Round Hil~ VA, is VP 
for investments at Wachovia Securities. He would 
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rather be retired so he could spend more time on 
his extracurricular activities-golf, working out, 
gardening, and religious activities. He recalls fond
ly the good friends at Cornell and the "challeng
ing educational environment." Another Virginian, 
James Crawford '67, MME'68, works for Booz 
Allen Hamilton. Travels for business took him to 
Tirana, Warsaw, and Podgorica. He would rather be 
riding his motorcycle. His home "zoo" includes two 
dogs, four cats, and 13 birds. Vivian Grilli Desanto 
had another trip to Italy last October. She spent 
the night in the bedroom that her grandmother 
was born in 120 years ago. She also visited cousins 
and stayed in an old palace in San Gimignano. 

This past year, Madeleine Leston Meehan has 
been busy. She exhibits her art at the Spoleto USA 
Festival in Charleston, SC, where she has bei!n go
ing every year since 1982. Madeleine had a major 
exhibit in St. Croix last March and went to Puerto 
Rico to draw Orquesta Sinfonica for her solo ex
hibit at their new conservatory and 50th anniver
sary in December 2008. Cornell and Alice Dawson 
had hoped to retire last year to their home on 
Lake Bomoseen, VT, but Alice enjoys teaching and 
wanted to give it one more year. Cornell works as 
treasurer at his church and manages properties in 
several states for the family. Cornell has also found 
a new pastime-long-distance running. He has 
competed in road races in Vermont, Pennsylvania, 
and New York, including marathons in each state. 
In 2007 he ran the half-marathon in each borough 
of New York City and the ING New York City 
marathon. The Dawsons have four children. Both 
daughters are married with children; they live in 
Winter Springs, FL, and Armonk, NY. One son is 
married and lives in Prescott Valley, AZ, while the 
other lives in Boston and is newly married. They 
have three grandchildren. 

Carol Mills Lucas (Potomac, MD) thought she 
would attend our last reunion, but didn't make 
it. She retired for the second time in 2006 from 
a startup clinical trials company called Cardiocore. 
She attended a cooking school in Tuscany and has 
al.so golfed in Cabe and Jamaica. Besides golf, 
cooking, and travel, she is involved in invest
ments. Warren and Martha Viehe Kleinberglive in 
Toledo,OH. Martha still works in her pediatric pri
mary care office. She has started golf lessons and 
remembers taking golf in our freshman physical 
education class. Their family is scattered through
out the US, but they try to get together every 
summer at Martha and Warren's cottage in Chau
tauqua, NY. They also like to attempt a winter hol
iday with the family, which includes four grown 
children and five grandchildren. Each of their chil
dren (two boys and two girls) have a 3-year-old 
and one has a 6-month-old. The Kleinbergs' re
cent vacations have included Beijing, China, and 
India. Classmates in last summers Cornell Alumni 
University took a variety of courses. Carol Bag
dasarian Aslanian, Alexandra Shapiro Garrison, 
PhD '71, Joe, MBA '66, and Nancy Cooke McAfee, 
and Marilyn Makover Shapiro studied the Middle 
East. Donald Smelser took UnNatural History,and 
hiswifeCarol took New York State Arts and Crafts. 
Alexandra's husband, Glenn, MArch '69, took 
Mozart. Joe and Nancy McAfee married off son 
Keith '91 in San Francisco in November and his 
brother Chris '89 in January in the same city. They 
are thrilled to have all three of their offspring, in
cluding daughter Betsy McAfee Wilson '94, mar
ried happily to wonderful spouses. Nancy and Joe 
had a chance to see West Coast Cornell friends 
while they were at the weddings and look forward 
to more of that in the future. 

At the CACO Mid-WinterMeeting in Philadel
phia on February 6-7, class officers and members 
of our class council met to discuss plans for the 
next five years. In attendance were Carol Aslan
ian, Vivian Desanto, Dick Lynham, Jim Billings, 
MBA'64, Ed Butler, MEE '65, Peter Lee, Donna 
Forsman, and Pat Kelly Poggi. The annual meet· 
ing gave our class members the opportunity to 
learn about managing class functions and plan
ning for our 50th Reunion in 2013. Meeting ses
sions and presentations also gave them the 
opportunity to catch up on university news and 
developments.Please send in your news ( envelope 
provided in the class mailing) or e-mail me di
rectly!13Nancy Bierds !eke, 12350 E. Roger Rd., 
Tucson, AZ 85749; e-mail, icke63@gmail.com. 

6 Reunion chairs Arnie and Mary 
Cantor Hammer and Stan Mor
genstein are in the final 

stretch of organizing our 45th Reunion for next 
month (June 4-7). All three were spotted busily 
at work in Philadelphia earlier this year at the 
Cornell Association of Class Officers (CACO) Mid
Winter Meeting, delegating the many tasks that 
will add up to make this memorable reunion a 
winner. Among those leading committees are 
Bobbi Furman Attardi, Bruce Wagner, ME '66, 
Linda Cohen Meltzer, Nancy Taylor Butler, Car
olyn Chauncey Neuman, Janet Spencer King, 
Don Allen, Dennis Sweeney, Barbara Lutz Brim, 
and H. Michael Newman, ME '66. Al.so helping 
out are Susan Boxer Klein, Sue Mair Holden, 
Joan Melville, Cindy Wolloch, and Stephen and 
Carolyn Stewart Whitman. We'll stay at Keeton 
House,a brand new dorm where the University 
Halls used to be. We'll enjoy dinners at the Coun
try Club of Ithaca, at Keeton House, and at beau
tiful Duffield Hall on the Engineering Quad for 
our gala, and a picnic at the Plantations; Arnie, 
Mary, and Stan promise we'll be well fed between 
a raft of other reunion events. It's now safe to 
say that attendance from our class will be in the 
hundreds. Take a look at who has signed up al
ready on our class website: http://classof64. 
alumni.cornell.edu. While you're there, sign up 
yourself. You'll be welcomed as never before. 
Apropos of getting organized for our reunion, Pat 
Lenihan Ayres and Ann Sirrine Rider are arrang
ing a Saturday (June 6) get-together for those 
who lived on Risley 4 or were otherwise their 
friends through either dorm-living or work. 

Sad news to report: Alan Hirshberg, long ac
tive in our class's activities and leadership, died 
in December after a long struggle with a brain 
tumor. During his ordeal, Alan showed his char
acteristic competitive spirit and good humor. 
Friends who came to pay their respects after the 
funeral included many Cornellians from our era. 
(This news came from Richard Price, whose e
mail address indicates he is in the physics de
partment of the U. of Texas, Brownsville.) 

Last May, Lynn Friedhoff Feigenbaum ap
peared in this column for the first time ever. In 
that entry, she promised an update on her edu
cation activities since we graduated. Her saga 
now concludes, as she writes: "Looks like I'llbe 
attending reunion this summer-that is, if I 
have time to lift my nose out of my books. I'm 
enrolling in a summer course (May 27-June 19) 
at Cornell to finish up, or almost finish up, my 
undergraduate degree. (That's 4 credits in 3 
weeks!) OK, so it's taken me a little bit longer 
than the rest of you guys. And I am older than 
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both my fellow students and professors these 
days. But I did manage to fit in 40 years of a 
journalism career between my junior and senior 
years. And even if I am the last graduate of the 
Class of 1964, I'll be happy to get my degree. I 
hope to see some familiar faces at reunion, like 
our old Risley corridor (Barbara Bova Hamilton 
and I were roommates). 

And here's another serial entry, this one from 
Leslie Seiden, with additional news she began in 
last July's column. "I am still practicing psychia
try in Manhattan, but have also opened what was 
supposed to be a small practice near my country 
home in northeast Pennsylvania. Instead it has 
turned into a major practice, mostly treating opi
ate addicts with a new medication that takes 
away one's cravings for opiates. It's a daunting 
task to help these people restart their lives, but 
it has been a new and rewarding challenge for 
me. I would love to attend reunion, but my prac
tice in Pennsylvania is on the weekends. Perhaps 
I can make the Saturday night dinner, but it's a 
big trip for a small time. My heart is always with 
Cornell. Cornell allowed me to become a doctor
not an easy feat for a young woman at that time. 
My life has been extremely rewarding in that I 

have been able to help so many people. I am 
lucky. Since 1991, I have been with my second 
husband, Hal Rosenblum, a wonderful, loving 
man. If I can convince him to drive to Ithaca for 
reunion, we'll be there." 

Debrah Roth Shulman is happy to report 
that all continues to be well in her household. 
HusbandBarry, JD '66, is still serving as presi
dent of his Syracuse, NY, law firm, all of the chil
dren have been successfully launched, and she 
has retired as a school psychologist and an al
cohol and drug abuse prevention education pro
gram counselor after nearly 40 years. Debbie 
keeps busy traveling (twice to the Orient with 
the entire family just this past winter!) and 
serves as founder and president of the Rite Aid 
Drug Quiz Show. Drug Quiz, a 501(c)(3) not-for
profit corporation that has received many awards 
and recognition from New York State and the US 
Dept. of Health and Human Services, strives to 
heighten school/home/community substance 
abuse awareness by providing middle school stu
dents with the opportunity to have fun, while 
gaining the knowledge, skills, and self-confidence 
needed to make safe, healthy choices. The pro
gram, currently celebrating its 23rd year, impacts 
more than 30,000 fifth through eighth graders 
annually, at precisely the time research indicates 
youngsters are typically making their first real
life decisions regarding the use of tobacco, al
cohol, and other drugs. 

That's it for this issue. See you at reunion! 
And be sure respond to our annual appeal for class 
dues, to visit our class website (http://classof 
64.alumni.cornell.edu),and to send me news on
line or at homeat: blamont64@comcast.net.13 
Bev Johns Lamont, 720 Chestnut St., Deerfield, 
IL 60015. 

'OK, so it's taken me a li

6 5 As I write this column for the 
May/June issue, it is snowing in 
West Bloomfield, MI (north of 

Detroit). More importantly, when you read it, it 
will be only 13 months until the Class of 1965 will 
gather in Ithaca for our 45th Reunion (June 10-
13, 2010). Our reunion leadership team of George 
Arangio,MD '69, Grace Hershberg Morgenstein, 
and Myron Jacobson have already begun working 
to make the Class's 45th a success. They cannot do 
it alone. They will need your help. There are two 
easy ways you can get involved. First, we need 
your current e-mail address. While we have correct 
mailing addresses for almost 90 percent of the 
class, presently we have current e-mail addresses 
for only about 25 percent of the class. There are 
several ways to update your information. The most 
effective is to go to our recently upgraded website 
(http://classof65.alumni.cornell.edu/)and enter 
your e-mail address. This site, under the direction 
of Ken Schneider, PhD '70, will allow the class to 
use the Internet to cost-effectively communicate 
with our classmates as reunion approaches. In 
addition to being the site that consolidates e-mail 
addresses, Ken would like to gather news you want 
to pass on to classmates on the website. 

ttle bit 
longer than the rest of you guys.' 

Lynn Friedhoff Feigenbaum '64 

Our class was well represented at the Cornell 
Association of Class Officers' (CACO) annual Mid
Winter Meeting in February. In attendance in 
Philadelphia were class officers/councilmembers 
George Arangio, Barry Cutler, Beth Fowler, Liz 
Gordon, Duke Grkovic, Myron Jacobson, Bob 
Kessler,Frank McCreary, Grace Hershberg Morgen
stein, Roberta Kupfrian Tarbell, Jim Venetos, and 
Sharon Hegarty Williams. Calling in to the meet
ing were Glenn Billington and Ron Harris. Also 
in Philadelphia for the meeting were Becky Bas
kett, president of the Cornell Club of Cincinnati, 
and Penny Skitol Haitkin, who was staffing the 
event. The attendees made it a full weekend. Fri
day evening, many went to dinner in nearby Chi
natown along with spouses Neil lowenbraun (Liz 
Gordon's husband), Michele Jacobson, and Jacki 
McCreary.In addition, a number stayed over Sat
urday evening and attended a tailgate party at the 
Inn at Penn-preceding the Cornell-Penn basket
ball game. With a large Cornell contingent pres
ent at the Palestra, the Big Red convincingly beat 
the Quakers-something we couldn't do in 
Philadelphia when we were on the Hill. 

From San Francisco, we hear of a reunion of 
a different type. Judy Hayman Passand husband 
Jeff '64 met with Loren Meyer Stephens, Judy's 
senior-year roommate, and Loren's husband, Dana 
Miyoshi.This mini-reunion was heightened by the 
inauguration of President Obama. Judy and Jeff 
live in St. Louis, where Jeff is an attorney. Judy 
is enjoying her hobbies after spending years as a 
member of the City Council. Loren and Dana live 
in Los Angeles, where Loren is growing her busi
ness, Write Wisdom. Dana is with KPFF Civil and 
Structural Engineers. It took six months of plan
ning to arrange the meeting. The two couples 
look forward to getting together again. 

At the end of 2006, Sogba Bosu retired from 
active medical practice. He had been director of 
neonatal intensive care at the Southern Califor
nia Permanente Medical Group. He works part
time as a neonatologist at the Kaiser Permanente 
NICUin Honolulu, HI. When not working, Sogba 
enjoys traveling and reading military history. 
Owen Wavrinek (Aurora, IL) reports that he is 
still a self-employed public relations consultant. 
for more than 16 years he has been a member 
of the board of directors of the Indian Prairie Ed
ucational Foundation. After attending a wedding 
in Milford, CT, Owen planned to get together with 
Kappa Sigma fraternity brothers Ken Banse, 
SteveDuhamel,Richard Post, andJoel Gorm
ley. He also had plans to meet up with other 
classmates during future trips. After 34 years of 
living in a high-maintenance,single-familyhome, 
Owen moved into a low-maintenance condo in 
Aurora, IL. 

Fay Thomas Bakhru,MAT'66, and husband 
Ashok, ME 165, split their time between Bonita 
Springs, FL, during the winter months and Glen 
Mills, PA, the rest of the year. During the winter, 
they get to see a number of Cornellians in south
western Florida. Daughter Romy'94, her husband 
Jose, and their daughters Isabella and Melanie 
visit in winter. Son Jay and wife Seema also en
joy the Bonita Bay community during the winter 
months. Fay and Ashok went on the Alumni Asso
ciation tour to Sicily. They really enjoyed traveling 
with other Cornellians and found Sicily beautiful. 

Don't forget to start planning to attend our 
45th Reunion in June 2010. Also, visit the class 
website (http://classof65.alumni.cornell.edu/) to 
get the latest class news, provide news yourself, 
or give us your e-mail address if you haven't al
ready done so. t3 Ronald Harris, rsh28@cornell. 
edu; Terry Kohleriter Schwartz, TerryKS7@aol. 
com;Joan Elstein Rogow, psurutsc@aol.com. 

66 Retirement and grandchildren 
seem to be uppermost on the 
minds of '66ers. Your corre

spondent Deanne Gebell Gitner is no different. 
I have been retired as the communications coor
dinator for a New Jersey school district and liv
ing in Florida for the past seven years. I have a 
new granddaughter, Sadye Annabell Glover, born 
Sept. 20, '08 to my son Seth and his wife Angela. 
Son Dan'92 and wife Meredith have son Jake 
Micah, born March 20, '07. Among many retirees 
is Darryl Fisher, who has moved to Wilmington, 
NC.Charles Rappaport lives in Maine and has 
been retired for eight years. Martin Schwartz, ME 
'67, (Cupertino, CA) writes that he has a new 
granddaughter, Camelia Linda Schwartz, "Class of 
2030." She is the daughter of his son Bryan'94, 
an attorney in San Francisco; son Kevin '97 is a 
PhD candidate at UC Davis. Martin is retired, but 
active in SCORE (Service Corporation for Retired 
Executives), which counsels/mentors small busi
ness clients. He also teaches small business 
clients management and entrepreneurship courses. 
His hobbies are weightlifting, biking, astronomy, 
and reading. He recently rafted for seven days 
down the Colorado River through the Grand 
Canyon-"a fantastic experience." He reports 
that wifeRoberta (Bernstein) '68 is active in 
volunteer work. 

Stuart Peterfreund and wife Chris sailed the 
Gulf of Maine for the second straight summer 
aboard a 34-ft. sloop. Mary Ann Bruchac lynch 
(Greenfield Center, NY) writes that she was 
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awarded third place in the professional 2008 Lu
cie Int'l Photography Awards in architecture/ 
cityscapes. She also had a photography exhibit, 
"Marilyn Monroe: More than You Know," at the 
TCC Photo Gallery in Longview, TX. Howard 
Lester (Hemlock, NY) informs us that his 1971 
filmOne Week in Vietnam has been added to the 
permanent collection of the Whitney Museum of 
American Art. The film was included in several of 
the museum's exhibits over past years including 
last yea(s "Summer of Love: Art of the Psyche
delic Era," 

John Monroe, PhD '70, and wife Meg (Warne), 
MS'68, vacationed for two weeks in Japan. "Af
ter many business visits to Tokyo, it was great 
to kick back and enjoy Japan's beautiful sights. 
We especially enjoyed Kyoto," John said. Music 
remains fun for John, who played in the horn 
section for an Afro-Cubandance and drum per
formance in California. He also backed up Fran
cisco Aguabella, the John Coltrane of conga drums. 
John and Meg traveled to Ithaca to celebrate the 
60th year at Cornell of his thesis adviser, Les East
man '52, PhD '57, who at age 80 still advises stu
dents. John says, "It was a delightful weekend. 
Many of his 120 PhD students attended. We stayed 
in the William Henry Miller Inn, where we once 
lived in the garage as grad students." 

BrianCranston says that even though he 
has been retired for eight years, he finds himself 
as busy as ever. Sports, travel, home mainte
nance, grandchildren, and substitute teaching oc
cupy his time. Brian writes: "It's not that I'm 
doing more or even as much as I used to. The 
truth is everything just takes a lot longer to do. 
Wehave been fortunate concerning our health 
and the ability to travel. In June we took a 20-
day motorcycle trip to Prince Edward Island and 
Nova Scotia. The scenery was beautiful and in 
some places spectacular." JeffreyCollins (Chapel 
Hill, NC) is senior VP, transaction advisory serv
ices and executive-in-residence at Pappas Ven
tures, a life sciences-focused venture capital firm 
based in Research Triangle Park, NC. He has re
mained heavily engaged in a major consulting 
project for an Indian pharmaceutical, manufac
turing, and contract research company. His du
ties include attending several major conferences 
on the company's behalf, among them meetings 
in San Diego and Frankfurt, Germany. He also 
took trips this past year to Israel and Jordan (Pe
tra) and to Sardinia. "Rugged scenery, beautiful 
beaches. great Italian food and wine. Who could 
complain?" Jeffrey also writes that he finally fin
ished remodeling one of the bathrooms of his 
house, paid off the mortgage, and came into the 
digital age with the purchase of two large-screen
TVs. Jeff keeps in regular touch with Ron Gold
stock, Rick Mezan, Dick Fogel, Bill Blockton, 
Rich Turbin, and Steve Moldof. 

Michael Chiu (Los Altos, CA) is active as the 
chair of the advisory board to the Cornell Nanyang
Inst. of Hospitality Management, which meets on 
campus and in Singapore. He joined Shangri-la Asia 
Ltd. as non-executive director in June '07. He also 
visited Machu Picchu and the Galapagos last year. 
Bonnie Lazarus Wallace (Cheshire,CT) spent a few 
days last summer with her Cornell roommateCindy 
WagmanShulman Sommer at Cindy's home in 
Vestal, NY. "We spent a day on the Cornell campus 
visiting various places, reliving memories, and hav
ing a blast," Bonnie wrote. Please keep your news 
coming.S Deanne Gebell Gitner, dgg26@cornel
edu; Pete Salinger, pas44@cornell.edu; and Su
san Rockford Bittker, ladyscienc@aol.com. 

L

 

Paul Smiley. DVM '69 (Carlisle. 
PA; dairydvm@athenet.net) is 
with the US Dept. of Agriculture's

VeterinaryMedicalOffice for Eastern Pennsylvania,
with primary responsibility for the sheep disease 
scrapie. He also hikes on the AppalachianTrailand 
looks forward to trekking in Glacier Nat'l Park and 
the Southwest. James Munger ( Mexico, NY) is a 
retired science teacher; he sings with the Oswego 
Festival Chorus at SUNYOswego and traveled to 
California and Missouri. Phyllis Goodman (San 
Francisco,CA) provides her updated e-mail address: 
plgoodman7@gmail.comSandi . Ford Schenkar 
(Olympia, WA; sfschat@aol.com) is in her 26th 
year of private practice as a mental health thera
pist. "I spend time with my two adult children 
who live and work in Seattle; was caretaker for my 
husband who recently passed on after struggling 
with cancer for 8-1/2 years; trying to heal from 
that tragedy and rediscover my intended path and 
purpose for the future." Sandi's also into boating, 
skiing, tennis, golf, and KKG alumnae activities, 
and would love to hear from David Good. 

Richard Hemmings (Ithaca, NY; Rhemmings
2@yahoo.comis ) retired and occupied with "fam
ily, chess, golf, and horses, and babysitting my 
granddaughter. 18 months." He recalls track and 
cross-country competition from his time at Cor
nell. George Kirsch {Glen Ridge, NJ; george. 
kirsch@manhattan.edu) reports that Susan, his 
wife of 40 years, "died Aug. 3, '08 of ALS (Lou 
Gehrig's disease). She was a graduate of the U. 
of Michigan and a psychologist in private prac
tice in Montclair, NJ." George authored Golf in 
America(U. of Illinois Press, 2009). Sandy Specht 
Rawlings (West Cornwall, CT) sends cards for her 
businesses: Nantucket Chicks (spa/resort/baby ac
cessories). www.nantucketchicks.com, and Good 
KarmaKreations (home/personaVspa/travel), www.
starbrightproducts.comboth , in Washington De
pot, CT. Kathia Sloughter Miller (kmiller@edison
edu) is now professor and curriculum chairperson 
at Edison State College, Naples, FL. She reports 
she was "traveling more than 8,000 miles cross
country at the height of the summer gas prices," 
but now would rather be "breakfasting on free 
waffles in the shape of the state of Texas at the 
Best Western in Schulenburg, TX." 

Avram Chetron (Berkeley, CA; avram_chetron@
hotmail.comis ) a retired high school math teacher 
who reports he was searching for housing in Ash
land, OR. His days include golf, reading, writing 
short stories, travel, and cooking; he recalls "es
caping from New York City, meeting people, and 
learning how to be an adult at Cornell," and would 
like to hear from Bennett Wolff (Metairie, LA), 
Fred Zappert '66, PhD '74 (San Francisco, CA), 
and Peter Schubert '69 (Tiburon,CA). 

The death of Ned Harkness, Cornell's re
nowned hockey and lacrosse coach, reminded me 
of his response when I mentioned to him at our 

 last reunion that the ice rivalry with Boston U. 
was to be renewed that coming fall at Madison 
Square Garden. (Don't ask-we lost.) All Ned said 
to me was, "We beat them all eight times we 
played them when I was there." I'm told the ri
valry will continue this fall, again at the Garden 
in New York City. S Richard 8. Hoffman, 2925 
28th St. NW, Washington, DC 20008; e-mail, 
rhoff man@erols.com. 

 6 Stephen Boucher, ME '69, is CEO
of Airmar Technology Corp. and 
married to Arda (Coyle) '69. 

Steve received a Lifetime AchievementAwardfrom 
the National Marine Electronics Association last 

 October in Amelia Island, FL. The award honors liv
 ing individuals who have improved the public good 

through the field of marine electronics. Steve 
foundedAirmarin 1981 and the company has since 
become the world's leading manufacturer of trans
ducers and sensors for the marine electronics 
industry. Airmar has been granted more than 30 
technologypatents under Steve's leadership of the 
company's 200 employees. He received the New 
Hampshire High Technology Council Entrepreneur 
of the Year award in 2006. Congratulations, Steve! 
Jill Werdann Bauer is pleased to announce that 
she is retiring from her law practice to join her hus
band, James, traveling, visiting with their chil
dren, and following new pursuits. The impetus for 
an early departure was the birth of Jill's grand
daughter,Sasha, last summer to their daughter Kate 
and her husband Ry4an Bra.se. (That's not a typo
that's his name.) Kate and her family live in Min
neapolis. Jill's younger daughter, Elizabeth, is also 
married and lives in Philadelphia. Jill sees Miles 

 '6 7 and Jeani Walton Haven on a regular basis, 
along with Victor and Janice Milkman Berlin. 

Robert Stuebing is conservation director at 
PT. REA Kaltim Plantations, Samardina, East Kali
mantan, Indonesia, creating forested conservation 
areas within oil palm plantations and managing 
the biodiversity in them. He indicates that he has 
also been a research associate at the Field Muse
um of Natural History in Chicago and resides in 
Cincinnati, OH. Rob's pastimes include chatting 
with villagers and plantation staff, writing essays, 
and playing guitar and basketball. He would like 
to hear from George Ho Jr. Jim Deuel has moved 
to Oak Park, IL, and married Kaiy in October 2007. 
He has begun a career in real estate with Pruden
tial Realty, after retiring from Hyatt in 2006. Jim 
would like to hear from Alan Ferber, DVM '70. I 

. heard from Jeffrey Gorwit (Escondido, CA),an in
ternationalcardiologist.He is married to Linda and 
enjoys playing tennis and skiing in his free time. 
Banry Shaw, who lives with his wife in Vestal. NY, 
wrote to say that he keeps in contact with sever
al classmates. He is an orthodontist practicing in 
Binghamtonand Endicott, NY. Barry enjoyed a fas. 
cinating trip to the Galapagos Islands. When he 

 is not traveling, he spends his free time skiing, 
reading, and singing in a Barbershop Harmony 
Society chorus, the Southerntiersmen. 

Judy Reiser Powell resides in Livingston, NJ, 
with husband Ken. She is a teacher in Montclair in 
fifth grade in-class support. Judy's recreational ac
tivities include going to the gym and keeping in 
touch with sons Ian, Andrew, and Eric by comput
er. Jan lives in London, Andrew is a trader at the 
New York MercantileExchange,and Eric isin the US 
Navy,stationed on the USS Nimitz.RichardSchuler 
(Jupiter, FL) is a board certified civil trial lawyer 
practicing at Schuler, Halvorson and Weisser in 
West Palm Beach. His specialty is personal injury 
and wrongful death actions; he was recently elect
ed president of the Palm Beach County Bar Asso
ciation. Congratulations, Richard!In his free time, 
he has traveled recently by boat to the Abacos, the 
Bahamas, Eleuthera, and Exumas with his son Eric. 
Richard would like to hear from other Delta Chi's. 

I'm running low on news and look forward to 
receiving the returns from the class's annual News 
and Dues mailing. Fill out the form, if you haven't 
done so yet, and send it in with your class dues 

 in the envelope provided ... or write to me di
rectly at my new address: Cil Mary Hartman 
Schmidt, Mary.Schmidt@Schmidt-Federico.com. 
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69 Our 40th Reunion on June 4-7 
is getting close, and you won't 
want to miss it. You can regis

ter online at our class website: http://classof69. 
alumni.cornell.edu.I hope to see you in Ithaca. 

Here is another good story in our series 
about the Northeast Blackout of 1965. "I was 
walking down the steps of Teagle Hall after crew 
practice when I looked down on the campus and 
saw the lights flicker, then go out. After I got 
down to the dorm, what seemed like the entire 
men's campus rose as one and descended on the 
women's dorms for a mass panty raid. The police 
were actually there first, but one of my friends 
located his girlfriend and came back with the des
ignated trophy," writes Rick Spiewak. Loretta 
Friedman Cogan remembers being young, being 
at the university that her father, sister, two 
cousins, and great-uncle attended, and the beau
ty of the campus. Today she and husband Martin 
live in California, where Loretta is a group-home 
social worker. She lists exercising at Curves, par
ticipating in a women's rap group, yoga, and read
ing as her after-hours activities. She would like 
to hear from Teresa Feder Meisels. Ingrid Vatsvog 
Wachtler also fondly recalls Cornell's beautiful 
campus and would like to get in touch with Pam 
Howard. Ingrid owns and manages Woodbrook 
Nursery, a grower of Pacific Northwest native 
plants, in Washington State. Away from work, In
grid gardens, reads, and bikes. Last year, she and 
her husband enjoyed a vacation in Italy. 

In the fall, Dick Erali worked with the Cornell 
Glee Club to plan a tour including Cleveland, 
Nashville,Memphis,New Orleans, Texas, and North 
Carolina. He noted that he'd like to find time to 

plan a vineyard for his farm in Trumansburg. Look
ing back on his days at Cornell, Dick remembers 
listening to the band at night while taking a short 
recess from study at Mann library. Cathy Weisman 
Topal recalls walking across the campus in every 
kind of weather. She has reconnected with Nancy 
Karch and Sandra Pell, both of Katonah, NY. To
day, Cathy teaches arts education at Smith College 
in the Dept. of Education and Child Study as well 
as in the lab school and early childhood center. She 
also gives workshops for teachers on integrating 
the arts into their teaching and the Reggio Emil
ia approach to early childhood education. Cathy 
has written a kindergarten visual arts curriculum 
as part of a K-5 textbook series called "Explo
rations is Art" for Davis Publications. She describes 
it as "a big book and teacher's guide." Roger Moak 
(NYC)spends off hours at Upper East Side art mu
seums and galleries and Central Park. He also takes 
part in public policyand legal and insurance in
dustry organizations. By day, Roger is an insurance 
and reinsurance arbitrator. Roger, what do you re
member most about Cornell hockey games? 

Paula Frank Myers, a retired elementary school 
teacher, fills her time with books, movies, theater, 
hiking, and their respective clubs. Recently she 
volunteered for President Barack Obama's cam
paign, in addition to volunteering in her com
munity, taking courses, and traveling. "Howie 
and I, along with our daughters Julie and Nina, 
have been pretty fortunate, but if I could be 18 
again ... " She adds, "With each passing year the 
memory of my Cornell experience seems more 
idyllic. In one word it was 'exquisite'-the natu
ral beauty of the place, and my roommates." Paula 
would like to hear from Bonnie Cooper Carroll, 
Bev Birks, Ann Sullivan, and Lynn Sonfield. Re
laxing with friends and family is how Craig 
Singer likes to spend time away from the office, 
where he is managing director of Richman Mort
gage Assets Manager LLC. Most recently he has 
been building a low-incomehousing, tax-credit, 
lending business and actively fathering his two 
adult children, ages 25 and 21. He says he espe
cially loves his fathering role. What does he re
membermost about Cornell? Craig answers, "Being 
young with no real concerns." He adds: "I actual
ly keep up with a number of college friends." 1:3 
ArdaCoyle Boucher, 21 Hemlock Hill Rd., Amherst, 
NH 03031; e-maiL aboucher@airmar.com. 

70 It is somewhat difficult to be
lieve, but it's true. We graduat
ed from Cornell 39 years ago 

this month! That can only mean one big thing: 
Our 40th Reunion will take place one short year 
from now. Mark your calendars, contact your 
friends and classmates, and make plans to join the 
fun. Reunion 2010 is Thursday through Sunday, 
June 10-13. Really looking forward to seeing you 
in Ithaca next June for the big celebration and 
party weekend! Anyone interested in the planning 
phases of reunion or helping out during that 
weekend may contact me! 

Toby and Eileen Marion (Hong Kong; tmarion@ 
gmail.com) are pleased to report that their "re
tirement business," Golden Gate Wine Co., is in 
its fifth year. It has been lots of fun, and hard 
work, too. They have the widest range of Amer
ican wines in Hong Kong, Macau, Shanghai, and 
Beijing. They invite everyone to come visit them 
in HK, where the Cornell Club and the Hotel So

partner in a software company, and will soon live 
in Palo Alto, CA. Their daughter is a "2l" at Michi
gan Law. Martin Tang (mtanghk33@gmail.com) 
also lives in Hong Kong, with wife Anne. He has 
retired from his many years with Spencer Stuart 
as chairman, Asia. Now he is better able to con
centrate on his numerous other activities, which 
include being a longtime member of the Board 
of Trustees at Cornell. 

Carole Peck Fishman, BS '69 (cpf5@cornell. 
edu) attended the Cornell Association of Class Of
ficers' annual Mid-Winter Meeting in Philadelphia 
this past February along with class VP Sally Anne 
Levine, JO '73, Cathy Forster Hogan, and myself. 
\Ve are already gearing up for our 40th Reunion 
with meetings and reunion sessions. Carole is our 
reunion registrar, which she has been for at least 
the past three reunions. For more than ten years, 
Carole has also served as co-president of the Cor
nell Club of Monmouth and Ocean Counties in 
New Jersey. Her husband, Cliff, has retired after 
30 years in practice. Now he fills his time vol
unteering and gardening, among other activities. 
He works three days a week at the local food 
bank. Also, he is taking classes at Rutgersto be
come a certified master gardener. In May 2008, 
son Peter received his PhD in economics from UC 
Berkeley.He works in Boston as an economist for 
a consulting company. Their daughter Casey '05 
lives and works in Manhattan. 

Kevin McGovern leadsa very busy life, both 
in the business world and in his many activities 
at Cornell. In the fall of 2008 Kevin, wife Lisa, and 
their children Jarrett '03 and Ashley '08 gave 
S7.5 million to the university for the Life Sciences 
business incubator in Weill Hall (located on Tow
er Road next to the Biotechnology building). The 
former IDEA Center is now the Kevin M. McGovern 
FamilyCenter for Venture Development in the Life 
Sciences. Thanks to Kevin and Lisa and their fam
ily for this generous and far-reaching gift. His mo
tivation was to "help scientists apply their 
research for the good of the community and the 
health of other human beings." The McGovern Cen
ter will aid life scientists in achieving this goal 
through three related objectives: optimizing in
tellectual property and patent strategies, creating 
new businesses and venture capital investments, 
and generating economic growth. The center will 
be the first lab facility at Cornell dedicated to life 
science startups. It will pull together various dis
ciplines on campus and expertise from the com
munity in order to execute these concepts and 
visions. Kevin was Cornell's Entrepreneur of the 
Year in 2007 and was honored on campus that 
April. The criteria for the award include entrepre
neurial achievement, community service, and 
high ethical standards. Belated congratulations! 
He is a longtime Cornell trustee and a member 
of several Cornell organizationsrelated to the life 
sciences. He has a law degree from St. John's U. 
School of Law (1975) and studied at the London 
School of Economics and Political Science. 

Kevin's company, McGovern Capital, is based 
in New York City and is a private investment firm 
as well as a noted global intellectual property 
rights strategist. Many of the 15-plus companies 
in which McGovern Capital is founder/principal/ 
chief strategist are worldwide leaders in their re
spective industry's product categories. Addition
ally, Kevin's company continues to research new 
and innovative solutions to the worldwide sare 
drinking water crisis through the Water Initia
tive'". Kevin is co-chairman of the Silver Shield 
Foundation,which gives college scholarships and 

40th Reunion 
JUNE 4-7, 2009 

For more information, 
visit our website: 

http://classof69.alumni.cornell.educiety are very active. Their son Guy has a PhD in 
marine biology from the U. of Queensland, is a 
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other family benefits to the children of police and 
firefighters killed in the line of duty in New York, 
Connecticut, and New Jersey. 13 Connie Ferris 
Meyer, cfm7@cornell.edu. 

71 My e-mailed request for news back 
in early January brought about 30 
responses ranging from one line, 

"You must be desperate" (which I was}, sent by 
Richard Warshauer, to an essay on his adven
tures for the past 38 years by Steve Raymond 
(which we will get to in a later issue). Thanks to 
all who were kind enough to respond. Naturally, 
I received too much news to fit in this column. 
So if you don't see your news here, it will be in 
the next issue. Please enjoy-and stay tuned. 

Howard Rodman (howardrodman@gmail. 
com) earned kudos for his screenplay for the film 
Savage Grace. The work was nominated-winner 
to be announced Feb. 21, '09-for Film Indepen
dent's 2008 Best Screenplay Spirit Award. Sandie 
FeinmanAntar (sandie3@aol.com) says that she 
is happily teaching, as she has for many years. "I 
travel as much as time and money allow, enjoy
ing my friends and terrific kids, all living and 
working in NYC, and always glad to hear from old 
friends." Ted Moore (tedmoore@gloverproperty. 
com) and wife Julie (Marblehead, MA) report that 
both sons graduated from Cornell-Trevor '08 and 
Taylor'07-and now live and work in the Boston 
area. The Moores traveled for sailing, skiing, and 
tennis activities in the past year. 

"I am retired these days, after more than 35 
years in the nuclear power industry," writes Robert 
Cudlin (rcudlin@bendcable.com). He and wife 
Katie live in Bend, OR. Robert's activities focus on 
Bend Area Habitat for Humanity. He is board pres
ident and a construction volunteer building hous
es three days a week. "I feel privileged to have 
the time and energy to devote to Habitat and its 
mission of affordable housing." Scott McKee 
(scott@mwenda.com) writes, "Having attained a 
nice round number of years, and come to a con
venient time for changing my Bar membership to 
'inactive; I have further decided to shift my career 
status from 'unemployed' to 'retired'. This fall when 
my wife, Alex, can retire as well, we'll move to 
Baja. After that date my e-mail address will still 
work, but my phone will not. Best wishes to my 
friends, and hope to see you there!" 

Classmates still working include Wendy Gor
don (wgordon@bu.edu), who reported that she 
teaches copyright and trademark law and plays 
with legal theory. "I just received a chair at 
Boston U., [where] I've taught now for over 15 
years, and [spring] semester I'm the Bacon
Kilkenny Distinguished Visiting Professor of Law 
at Fordham, living in Manhattan." Here is a brief 
where-are-they-nowstory:Lance Gentile (lagmd@ 
aol.com}, an ER doctor and a TV writer, says he 
watched an NFL playoff game this past January 
with "SDS firebrand David Burak '67, MFA '80, 
and grid great Ed Marinaro '72. How's that for a 
confluence of Cornell past?" Lance lives in Santa 
Monica, CA, with his wife and two sons. 

Bob Schwartz (RSchwartz@constantine 
cannon.com) is another multi-talented classmate 
who, as a sideline to his legal career with a D.C.
area law firm, produced a jazz CD with his friend 
David Berger. Bob's wife, Nina (Gordon), did the 
session sketches, layout, and graphics. Bob also 
performs on flute and sax with the Bob Schwartz 
Quartet. Another attorney, Louise Wolfe rnwolfe@ 
verizon.net), joined the Massachusetts Bar this 

past year, more than 20 years after being ad
mitted in New York and Washington. "I have a 
landscape architecture degree as well," she writes, 
"and this fall I taught a course that I created 
about water and landscape design at Harvard's
Landscape Inst. I look forward to lecturing about 
rivers, ecology, public art, and landscape history 
at several conferences this spring." 

L. Mickey Fenzel, MBA'72, PhD '88 (lfenzel@
loyola.edu) lives in the Baltimore area and is pro
fessor and chair of the teacher education depart
ment at Loyola U. in Maryland. Mickey's first 
book, entitled Improving Urban Middle Schools:
Lessons from the Nativity Schools, was published 
in February 2009 by SUNY Press. After 25 years 
in local residential construction, Rich Stevenson
(rich@concordma.com) opened his own carpen
try business in Concord, MA. He and wife Debo
rah put up a 48' x 21' greenhouse "to try and do 
our part in the 'grow locally movement'. Our first 
crop is shiitake mushrooms grown on inoculated 
oak logs." Lisa Fremont Freund (laf307@aol. 
com) writes that she teaches high school special 
education. She and Sid '70, her husband of 35 
years, have two daughters (one married). Lisa 
published a textbook on teaching students with 
learning disabilities. 

LawrenceBoyd Jr. (boyd@energyinohio.com
sent greetings from Shaker Heights, OH. "I am di
rector of core programs for a nonprofit energy R&D
organization." Larry retired after 20 years of ref
ereeing youth and high school ice hockey and 
took up duplicate bridge to fill the void. "Valerie
and I see Steveand Joanne Kirkon a fairly reg
ular basis, plus Johnand Karen Banyo.Cornellians
we see most are our children-Larry '98, MBA'04, 

Andrew '00, MBA '06, and Gillian '03 and son
in-lawJohn Woschinko '01." If you are trying to 
reach someone, let us know and we will make an 
effort to connect you. Please e-mail Linda or me. 

 13 Matt Silverman, mes62@cornell.edu;Linda 
Germaine-Miller,lg95@cornell.edu. 

 72 Writing this column in a wintry 
February drizzle, amidst seeming
ly endless reports of challenging 

economic times, it is particularly welcome to hear 
 good news about some former classmates. John 

Morehousereported that Ed Marinaro was the Cor
nell honoree at the 5th Annual Ivy League Football 

 Associationdinner on Jan. 22, '08. The dinner, held 
at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in NYC, was attended 
by 1,100 people, including 140 Cornell alumni and 
staff. Class of '72 Cornell football teammates at
tending included: Tom Albright, Rod Clemente, 
Keith Daub, Bill Ellis, Tom Guba, Doug Herron, 
Don Jean, MBA '73, Charlie Joyce, Bob Mauro, 
Gerry Miknis, John Morehouse ( chair of the Cor
nell Football Assn. and exec. board member of the 
Ivy League Football Assn.), Jack Moresko, MBA'76, 
Jim Parolie, Tom Rakowski, Scott Schnuck, and 
Randy Shayler, MBA'73. Despite the competition 

) from fellow honorees (Donald Rumsfeld for Prince
ton, Stone Phillips for Yale, former Iowa Senator 

 John Culver for Harvard, and New England Patriots 
owner Robert Fox for Columbia), the hands-down 
consensus of those in attendance was that Ed 

 gave the best acceptance speech of the evening. 
You can see his very funny speech for yourself at 

 www.squidoo.com/ed-marinaro-speech. Ed, you 
should add "stand-up comic" to your resume. In 

May I June 2009 85 

www.squidoo.com/ed-marinaro-speech
mailto:boyd@energyinohio.com
mailto:rich@concordma.com
https://loyola.edu
https://verizon.net
https://cannon.com
mailto:wgordon@bu.edu
mailto:scott@mwenda.com
mailto:rcudlin@bendcable.com
mailto:sandie3@aol.com
mailto:lg95@cornell.edu
mailto:mes62@cornell.edu
mailto:cfm7@cornell.edu


other sports news, Don Jean was honored at the 
Cornell Athletic Hall of Fame dinner held at the 
Statler Hotel in Ithaca in November. Glen 
Mueller,MBA74, was also inducted into the Ath
letic Hall of Fame for basketball and lacrosse. 

My old friend Hal Belodoff lives in the 
Boston area, where he is president and COO of 
the Plymouth Rock Co., a leading automobile in
surance company in Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, and New Hampshire. Hal's wife, Lisa, 
is a practicing psychotherapist, and they have 
sons Jesse, an aspiring screenwriter living in Hol
lywood and working on a variety of reality TV 
shows, and David, a student at Lesley U. After 
some coaxing, Hal sent me the following report: 
"While on a trip to Florida for business and to 
visit my ailing mom, I spent a pleasant afternoon 
engaged in what a casual observer would think 
was two guys doing environmental damage to a 
picturesque landscape, but I thought of as play
ing a round of golf with Arnie Resnick. Arnie, 
who is now retired, graciously took some time off 
of his grueling schedule of tennis matches to 
join me in this exercise in futility. The first week
end in April Rob Fersh, Jeff Kayden,and Jon 
Kaufmannall came up from the Washington, DC, 
area to visit with me in Boston for a weekend, 
watch the NCAAbasketball tournament, and en
joy my world- ( or at least East Coast-) famous 
Buffalo chicken wings. Rich Johnston joined us, 
but regulars Alan Einhorn and Bill Copacino 
were out of town this year. I have been holding 
these annual get-togethers since the Magic John
son-Larry Bird finals." Hmmm, sounds eerily sim
ilar to the "beer of the world" get-togethers this 
resourceful crew used to hold in D.C. in the years 
after graduation. 

Joel Friedman is a professor of procedural 
law and jurisdiction at Tulane Law School in New 
Orleans and has published a biography of US Cir
cuit Court Judge John Wisdom, one of the lesser
known judicial champions of the civil rights 
movement.Based in large part on his unique ac
cess to private papers and personal interviews, 
Joel's book is further described at: www.lsu.edu/ 
lsupress/bookPages/9780807133842. html. Jim 
Kozuchpractices patent law in Philadelphia, 
where he is a shareholder in the intellectual prop
erty law firm of Caesar, Rivise, Bernstein, Cohen 
and Pokotilow. Jim is a longtime member of the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers and 
serveson the selection committee for its Thomas 
A. Edison Patent Award. Jim participated in a 
two-day "mock trial" of a pharmaceutical patent 
infringement case at a legal conference in New 
York City, before an audience of over 75 attor
neys. He is also a member of the Board of Com
missioners of Lehigh County and Salisbury 
Township. Jim's daughter is Jenny Kozuch '09, a 
senior in the Hotel school. 

I'm probably relating to a large swath of our 
classmates in recalling the comfort we found on 
cold Ithaca nights from warm submarine sand
wiches, oozing with tasty cholesterol and calories, 
cheerily supplied at the Hot Truck down the hill. 
Regrettably, Bob Petrillose, the Cornell Hot Truck 
guy, passed away some months ago; his obituary 
ran in this magazine's January/February issue: 
www.cornellalumnimagazine.com. 

That's it for this column, and thank you to 
those who write in. For those who haven't, please 
know that people want to hear from you. Many 
of you participate in Linkedin, Facebook, Plaxo, 
or other social networking sites. If you would like 
to invite former classmates to contact you, or just 
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extend your network, please send your contact 
information to one of your class correspondents 
and we will include it in a forthcoming column. 
Enjoy the spring! 13 Carol Fein Ross, hilltop80@ 
aol.com; Gary Rubin, glrubin@aol.com; Alex 
Barna,ab478@cornell.edu. 

Wither the Cornell Class of 1973? 
(with apologies to Carl Ferrentino) 

Forty years out from our arrival, 
What did we learn for our survival? 
Did we forget Donlon, Balch, and the rest? 
We must remember U-Halls West. 
The Straight takeover as we're admitted; 
Guns and passion were permitted. 
But not coed visiting, 
No boy and girl mixing. 

Years of snow and Libe Slope sledding, 
A bit of sunshine on water falling. 
Prelim exams and paper returners, 
Walter LaFeber and Uri Brofenbrenner. 
Green dragons across the Quad, 
April Fools already, what a bod. 
Sunbathing girls and boys with Frisbees, 
Nothing easier than watchin' the trees. 

Where are you now, my youthful travails? 
Wandering down Cascadilla trails? 
Time to return and give what I got, 
Education, money, life's a bon mot. 
A call to come and give your time, 
So little left, come make it sublime. 
Return to us, all ye classmates! 
We'll dance under the moon and find old dates. 

Legacy looms if we make it so. 
You're the one to make it go. 
Bring your thoughts, your laughter, and fun. 
You're the one to help us run, 
Our Class of '73 
Activities. 

What will we leave when this earth we depart? 
At Cornell we've left a piece of our heart. 
Remember yourself at age 18, 
Thank Cornell for all that since you've seen. 
Of crashing markets and dashing waves, 
Friends are all any of us craves. 
Not much else matters as we age 
Come back, come back and be a sage. 

We want you one, we want you all. 
Help us make our class stand tall. 
For our time and dollars help those still new, 
18 at Cornell, the chosen few. 
An hour, a dollar, it all adds up, 
The difference becomes each person's cup 
Of joy to our class you'll bring-
Above Cayuga's waters we will sing. 

13 Phyllis Grummon, phg3@cornell.edu 

Reunion! Our 35th is just around 
the corner (June 4-7, more info at 
http://classof74.alumni.cornell. 

edu/) and we hope to see you there. One of the 
things I noted while writing this column were the 
number of notes that started, "After X years doing 
such and so, I'm now ... " Should provide for 
some interesting conversation on the Hill. At past 
reunions the question was often, "What have you 

been doing?" but this year it looks like the buzz 
will be around "What are you planning to do now?" 

My e-mail soliciting news seems to have mo
tivated a lot of response; thanks to all of you who 
wrote in. We actually have enough to last us 
through 2009. Hang in there, your news will make 
it in print soon. There were a few I guilted into 
responding-to wit, this from Steve Marks: 
"Okay, you got me. Here's the scoop. In 2004, af
ter 18 years in medical advertising and education, 
I started my own company, MedCom Consultants. 
My wife of nearly 25 years, Lynne Gots, is a clin
ical psychologist and assistant prof. of psychia
try at George Washington U. School of Medicine. 
Our oldest daughter, Molly, just graduated from 
Johns Hopkins. Her sister Leah is a junior at 
Washington U. in St Louis, and Ethan is a senior 
at Churchill High School in Potomac, MD. 

Mindy Coffino Waitsman went back to work 
full-time last year when her youngest daughter left 
the nest to go to college. She is now a partner 
with the law firm Weissman, Nowack, Curry & Wilco 
PC in Atlanta. She and husband Rick celebrated 
their 30th anniversary together. Dave Hibbert has 
beenvery active with Cornell for the past ten years 
as alumni president of Chi Phi fraternity. "We will 
have another approx. 30 alumni join us at the 
lodge for our annual reunion party. Fellow class
mates, please say hello!" Larry Pape, MBA '75, 
lived through the ice storm of the century in cen
tral Massachusetts last January. "We were one of 
the lucky ones, having to live without electricity 
for only six days," he writes. "On the reunion front, 
I plan on being there along with son Mike '04 and 
nephew Frederick Lawrence Pape '99. I would 
like to track down Michael Jacobson, MBA'80." 

Mike Pilarz had been president of the Cor
nell Men's Soccer Alumni Assn. and is in touch 
occasionally with Dave Yahn (Exxon: Singapore) 
and Bert Bland, MBA'96 (Cornell: Ithaca). "I 
have my own litigation law firm in Buffalo. I see 
Cornell a lot because my daughter Catherine '11 
is in Engineering. I've remained active in soccer, 
despite a recent hip resurfacing. Haven't lost a 
step (more like ten). But I look forward to play
ing in an old man's league this summer. A note
worthy activity of mine: I recently published an 
audio poetry website under the pseudonym Peter 
Pnin at www.lowlylizards.com. 'Pnin' is taken 
from one of Nabokov's novelsthat he wrote while 
he taught at Cornell." 

Ellen Franklin wrote, "That it's been 35 
years since graduation seems impossible to be
lieve! I've been living in Los Angeles, CA, for 
some 30 years. I was brought out here by the TV 
industry, but I now work (much more happily!) 
in the nonprofit sector. I'm in regular touch with 
Merri Weitzner Naughton, a banker in New York, 
and in semi-regular touch with Jessica Bram, 
MRP '79. A few fellow Cornellians, including Hen
ry Grillo, have found me on Facebook. Retire
ment is still many years away, especially with 
today's economy. Like many, I could use a break 
from stress. I work at a major L.A. synagogue, 
where we struggle to match our expenses to our 
revenue." After years of running a construction 
company in Plano, TX, Dana Woroniecki Smith 
Jurak has movedto the Turks and Caicos Islands. 
She and husband Scott are developers construct
ing Grace Bay Townhomes, right in the heart of 
the Grace Bay area. 

Paul Mayne, PhD '91, noted, "I'vebeen keep
ing in touch a bit with John Ramsay and had 
some correspondence with Brad Buchanan; most 
recently heard quite a bit from Howard Fries, who 
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works as a civil engineer for construction projects 
in Indonesia. Over the past few years, Howie has 
worked in Thailand, China, India, and Canada. 
This past year was a good one for me as I had 
trips to Taiwan, Montreal, Holland and Germany, 
and Poland, as well as trips within the good ole 
USA. I am still involved in music (bass guitar) 
and play in a couple of different bands for Earth 
Day, parties, and social events at Georgia Tech, 
as well as at my church (http://www.powerumc. 
com/PowerSurge.html). 

Anne Fletcher is the author of seven non
fiction books, six published by Houghton Mifflin 
Co. She has started a new book with Viking Pen
guin on drug and alcohol rehab and would like 
to hear from classmates who would be willing to 
anonymously share recent experiences that they 
or significant others had in inpatient or out
patient treatment programs. She can be reached 
at annemfletcher@aol.com. After many years of 
heading business development for various phar
maceutical companies, Deb Rosenfield now has 
a small qualitative healthcare market research 
company specializing in conducting interviews/ 
focus groups in support of pharma/biotech prod
uct development and licensing. "I also show and 
breed Havanese. For those of you not familiar 
with the breed, Havanese are those fluffy 'girlie' 
dogs that Barbara Walters tried to get the Oba
mas to consider for their family pet. Looking for
ward to seeing a lot of the fun people that Helga 
ValdmanisToriello, Debbie Rowe, and I knew 
when we were residents of the fourth floor of 
Dickson Hall and living on East Shore Drive." 

"Never leaving Ithaca" was Diana Drucker's 
answer to the are you coming to reunion ques
tion. She runs Greenstreet Real Estate in Ithaca. 
Kathy Coleman Weinberg, JD '77, and husband 
Rob '75 plan to attend reunion. "We hope that 
Andrew Ford and Bruce Rothstein will be there 
(and we're working on Mike Tannenbaum '75 and 
the other Pi Lams). I want to see all the gorges 
and all the state parks while we're there, play 
pool at the Union, see all the new dorms and 
buildings, tray-slide down Libe Slope (surely the 
reunion committee will arrange some fake snow?), 
shop at the bookstore, get a tour of the collider, 
and raise a glass at any of our old drinking spots 
that are still around. I would have put 'triple sui' 
top on the list, but was sorry to read that Bob 
Petrillose had died. We also want to look around 
for property so we can move back!" 

"Yes, I am thrilled to be heading back to 
Ithaca for reunion," wrote Linda Mariani. "The 
thought of seeing all my old buddies is intriguing. 
I heard from David Ring, who was one of my best 
friends; he is coming, as are Fabio Saturni and 
Bruce Rothstein! I have kept in touch with Joel 
Rothaizerand I believe that he will be joining all 
of us. I'd really like to see my former housemate, 
Jeanne Kotuby." Dave Griggs-Janower e-mailed 
to say he's coming and hopes to see Gary Canter, 
Tom Mueller, MS '76, and Jess Wittenberg and 
Jess's main squeeze Lonnie (Steinberg) as well. 
Dave taught at SUNYAlbany for 28 years and is 
now the choral conductor. "My life pretty much 
revolves around conducting concerts, making CDs, 
and, when possible, making concert tours to 
wonderful places. With my two university groups 
and my community chorus I've taken about nine 
foreign tours, but none as exciting as the Cornell 
Glee Club tour to Asia in 1989." Please send your 
news to: 13Steve Raye, spr23@cornell.edu;Bill 
Howard, billhoward@comcast.net; or Betsy 
Moore,emoore@cazenovia.edu. 

If you're like me, the first thing 
you do when you get Cornell 
Alumni Magazineis flip to our 

class column to see what's new with classmates. 
Disturbingly, my next move is to turn to the 
Alumni Deaths, hoping not to recognize any 
names. Unfortunately, that was not the case last 
year when I saw the name of Andrew Weinberg, 
who passed away in February 2007. Andy was chief 
of geriatrics and extended care at the Dorn V.A. 
Medical Center and was a professor of clinical med
icine at the U. of South Carolina as well as pres
ident of the South Carolina Geriatrics Society. His 
wife, Alicia, and children James, Jenna, Bethany, 
and Jocelyn survive him and are in my thoughts. 
Andy went to my high school on Long Island. He 
would periodically drop me a note that could be 
included in this column (his last included a photo 
of the helicopter he flew in as a flight surgeon in 
Iraq as part of the Navy Reserve!). But he also 
always reminded me of his smiling face that I 
knew for many years before we made it to Ithaca. 

'We want to look around for property 
so we can move back!' 

Kathy Coleman Weinberg '7 4 

Bob Reich, ME '76 (Landenberg, PA; resd 
reich@comcast.net) is the environmental stew
ardship manager with DuPont. He brought his 
family, including his college-bound son Mookie, 
up to visit Cornell last winter. As Bob says, "To 
hear the Mookster tell it, the highlight of the of
ficial tour was learning about the ban on playing 
the theme from Titanic in the bell tower. The 
highlight of the unofficial tour was learning about 
what we used to spell with the lights/window 
shades at Mary Donlon Hall." Julia Karlson-Waid 
(NYC;julia_karlson-waid@deutschinc.comis ) VP 
finance director for Deutsch Inc., an ad agency 
owned by the Interpublic Group. Andy Feigin 
(Huntington Station, NY; andy@applefig.com) is 
the production stage manager for his company, 
AppleFig Productions, a stage management servic
es company. He and wife Mimi celebrate their 25th 
anniversary this April. In June, their son Ben will 
graduate from Carnegie Mellon with a major in HCI 
(Human Computer Interaction) and their daughter 
Hannah will graduate from high school. Andy vol
unteers for Cornell's CAAAN and extern programs. 

Robert Schwartz (Hinsdale, IL; bobschwartz 
935@gmail.com) is regional manager of Potbelly 
Sandwich Works. Elyse Kroll (NYC; kroll@ 
enkshows.com) is the founder and CEO of ENK 
Int'l Trade Events, which produces trade shows for 
the fashion industry. I get to catch up with Rory 
Sadoff(Massapequa, NY; dinkyrss@aol.com) fair
ly regularly. He is the director of Oral Surgery at 
the Nassau County Medical Center. His son Zach 
is a senior at Tufts, son Luke is a freshman at 
Hamilton College, and daughter Cassie is in high 
school. Jane Freeman, MBA '78 (El Cerrito, CA; 
jfreeman@scilearn.comis ) EVP of Scientific Learn
ing Corp., responsible for strategic and operational 
planning and mergers and acquisitions. Her com
pany provides educational software to K-12 schools 
and educational institutions around the world. Also 
in California is Carmen Putrino (Newbury Park, CA; 
Carmen_putrino@yahoo.com),a senior manager 

at Amgen. He took a fantastic tour of Italy and 
has a great interest in reading about UFOs. 

The first Cornell class to graduate with a Chi
na and Asia-Pacific Studies (CAPS) major-in June 
'08-has Michael Zak to thank. Michael, a gen
eral partner at Charles River Ventures in Waltham, 
MA, proposed the creation of the major in 2005, 
endowed a professorship, and gave a gift to pro
vide academic support for CAPS. I am sure the 
grads are/will be in demand and are grateful to 
Michael's decision in 2005. Andy Dickey (andy@ 
bestweb.net) started BestWeb, an Internet and 
telecommunications provider, in 1996. They con
centrate on the commercial and educational mar
kets and they are located in Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY.Steven Sheppard (Naples, FL) is an artist/ 
model/dancer/healer. He has worked with inde
pendent filmmaker Louis Massiah '76 on a docu
mentary and writes that one of his favorite Cornell 
memories is of his summer abroad with two Cor
nellians at the Leo Murchutz School in France. 
Steven would like to catch up with James Frazier 

III, Granville Walker Jr. '73, Cynthia Fairbank 
Lewis'77, and Hillary Johnson '7 4. 

Several classmates e-mailed news to me. 
Nathanael Slater, BFA '76 (Boerne, TX; ngs34@ 
cornell.edu) teaches high school chemistry and 
physics, and became NCLB SBECcertified in com
posite science grades 8-12 and 4-8. He says it's 
fun to cultivate results that are happy for the kids, 
parents, and administrators. He works with CAMN 
and Austin-San Antonio area alums and keeps in 
touch with fellow AAP alums John Lahey, BArch 
'76 (Chicago, IL) and Ignacio Salas-Humara, BArch 
'76 (Comfort, TX). From across the ocean, Bernie 
Maccabe,MBA '79 (bsm15@cornell.edu) writes 
from Basel, Switzerland, where he has lived for 25 
years; he expects to be there another 25. He is a 
partner at Ernst& Young and promotes the music 
of Gilbert and Sullivan in the "Dreilandereck" (tri
state area of Switzerland, France, and Germany) 
through the activities of the Gilbert & Sullivan So
ciety, while keeping busy with numerous Cornell
related activities in his spare time. His two children 
are approaching college age, so he looks forward 
to a potential legacy report in the near future! 

DenyseAltman(New Paltz, NY; dav4@cornell. 
edu) and husband Vincent Variano '73 report that 
son Evan,PhD '07, received his doctorate in Civ
il and Environmental Engineering. Denyse works 
for Cornell Cooperative Extension and is fortunate 
to visit the campus on a regular basis, meeting 
with classmates still in Ithaca, such as Suzanne 
Aigen.Denyse and Vincent maintain their Cornell 
connection and have recently seen Rob Hutchins 
'73, Deborah and Robert Kosobucki '73, Cori and 
Alan Haeberle '72, Nancy Olsen-Harbich '83 and 
husband Rich '83, and Jane Barker-Hunt '74 
and husband Russ '73. Amy Cohen Banker (NYC; 
amycohenbanker@earthlink.net) is still paint
ing, exhibiting, curating, and acting. She is also 
editing and writing about art, culture, and fash
ion for Harpers Market. Amy's news and exhibits 
can be found at amycohenbanker.comShe . fondly 
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remembers her time at Risley and still keeps in 
touch with fellow New Yorker Doug Block, pres
ident of Copacetic Pictures. 

Ken Torino (Colchester, VT; ktorino@us.ibm. 
com) is director, foundry products for IBM Corp. 
He would like to reconnect with Lindsey Ander
son. Dorothy Alderman Dennett (Fletcher, NC; 
dorothydennett@gmail.com)married and is now 
semi-retired. She keeps busy part-time at Centu
ry 21 in real estate sales and going to the sym
phony, opera, cultural events, gardening, and 
traveling, including to Germany and Italy in '07. 
She remembers walks "up the Hill" and would like 
to hear from Judy Harrington Woodward'76. 
Also in North Carolina is Michelle Patton Flores 
(Hayesville, NC; mickie@marlinespike.com). She 
retired from teaching chemistry and now hikes 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. She also travels to 
Maine to create artwork. She remembers making 

'Teaching is wonderful and, yes, 
I have a Face book page.' 

Larry Epstein '76 

snow angels on the Arts Quad and would like to 
hear from Mark Farber '74. I have run out of 
room, so more news in the next column. Keep it 
coming! 13 Deb Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail. 
com; Karen DeMarco Boroff, boroffka@shu.edu; 
Mitch Frank, mjfgator@gmail.comJoan ; Pease, 
japease1032@aol.com. 

With things going as they are, 
we all may be lucky to retire by 
2044. But we can live vicariously 

through Joseph Alvarado, MBA '76, who retired 
from US Steel at the end of February. A native of 
East Chicago, IN, Joe graduated from Notre Dame 
in 1974. After finishing his MBA at Cornell, he went 
straight into the industry with Inland Steel and 
became president of Inland Bar Co. in 1995. After 
stints at BirminghamSteel and Ispat North Amer
ica, he became president and COO of Lone Star 
Technologiesin 2004. When Lone Star was acquired 
by US Steel in 2007, Joe became vice president of 
US Steers tubular operations and president of the 
company's US Steel Tubular Products Inc. sub
sidiary. Joe serves on the board of directors of the 
American Petroleum Inst. and the Petroleum Equip
ment Suppliers Association, and he is a former 
board member of the Metals Service Center Inst. 
He is also a member of the Independent Petroleum 
Association of America. We'll await news of where 
he plans to spend those newfound leisure hours. 

Our pal Larry Epstein, MBA'78, has been at 
Drexel U. in Philadelphia since 2003. He is direc
tor of the BS in Entertainment and Arts Manage
ment program and faculty advisor for WKDU 91.7. 
He says, "Teaching is wonderful and, yes, I have a 
Facebook page." Son Michael is out of college and 
working, and daughter Kate is a sophomore study
ing dance at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, 
PA. She has been accepted to study abroad in Flo
rence, Italy, for the spring of her junior year. What 
a shame if it should become necessary to pay her 
a visit, Larry. Larry and the woman he thinks of 
as his "child bride," Karen (Hasby) '77, will have 
been married 27 years in May. Congrats, friends! 

Larry says, "Karen, who left the TV news biz sev
eral years ago to get her teaching degree, is very 
happy as reading specialist and head of the learn
ing center at a private school in Princeton, NJ." 

More news from academia: Christine Miller 
Buffinton is an associate professor of mechanical 
engineering at Bucknell U. in Lewisburg, PA. She 
writes, "My husband Keith is professor and chair
man of the mechanical engineering dept. at Buck
nell. My research involves mechanical factors in 
early heart development. I have gotten involved 
in city and regional planning, serving on some 
local commissions and committees. We have twin 
girls, 16, juniors in high school. They are just 
starting to think about colleges-hopefully they 
will consider Cornell! The entire family lived in 
Zurich, Switzerland, from July to December 2007. 
Zurich is a wonderful city (ranked number one in 
the world for best quality of life, 2006-08) and 

Switzerland is beautiful. We have many friends in 
Switzerland who took us to wonderful places, and 
we were also able to visit numerous friends in 
France, Germany, and England." As she told ten
nis player (and my fellow class correspondent) 
Karen Krinsky Sussman, "By the way, I still play 
tennis, but it's tough to keep in shape and find 
time! I got certified about ten years ago as a 'pro
fessional' instructor-taught the summer camps 
and classes for our local recreation department for 
many years. One daughter is on the high school 
tennis team; the other runs cross country." 

Karen Linderman Cianci is also enjoying ac
ademia. "After years in the Northeast, I've landed 
in Fresno, CA, as dean in natural sciences at Fres
no Pacific U., a small but quality private liberal 
arts school founded by the Mennonite Brethren. 
Am enjoying the challenge of bringing education 
to the very poor Hispanic and refugee population 
in this valley." I was pleasantly surprised to find 
(via Facebook) that Maira Bundza is a reference 
librarian right here in Kalamazoo at Western Michi
gan U., where I taught Latin for a while. Maira 
works with the university's Int'l Education Council 
and assessment initiatives and is also very active 
in the Latvian community, both locally and na
tionally, teaching at the Kalamazoo Latvian School 
and serving on the board of the Kalamazoo Lat
vian Association. She has a 16-year-old. 

Jamie Weinberg Andree, JD '79, is also here 
in the Midwest, working as managing attorney of 
the Bloomington office of Indiana Legal Services, 
a not-for-profit law firm that provides legal help 
to low-income people. She writes, "I also teach 
poverty law at the Indiana U. School of Law, and 
I'm the director of the law school's elder clinic. 
I've been married for 22 years to Bob Andree. He's 
a prosecutor. We have one son, Casey, a freshman 
at Carleton College in Northfield, MN. My hobbies 
include playing the piano, running, and garden
ing." Speaking of gardening, it's time to think 
about summer. Cornell's Adult University offers 
some great off-campus tours as well as summer 
classes on campus-your chance to get back to the 
dorms and student lifestyle for a few days! Quite 

a few members of our class made it back for sum
mer courses last year, including Rodgerand Linda 
EssexJonas '81, Meryl Kaynard, SuzanneMellen, 
Betty Saks, Mary Sanderson, Louis Schatz, JD '79, 
andSusan Weil. They took courses on topics rang
ing from sailing to presidents. For this year's of
ferings, go to cornell.edu and search for CAU. 

As I write, I'm planning a little trip to New 
York and hope to spot my former roommates Ellen 
CordDember and Karen Krinsky Sussman, as well 
as Judith Gross '77 and her daughter Emily. I'll 
catch up with them and hope to hear from all of 
you, too. Hey, like Larry and Maira, I'm on Face
book! 13 Pat Relf Hanavan, relf@tds.net; Lisa 
Diamant,~diamant@verizon.net;Karen Krinsky 
Sussman, Krinsk54@optonline.net. 

The Cornell Association of Class 
Officers held its annual Mid
Winter Meeting in Philadelphia 

in February. Representing our class were class lead
ers Joe Reina, Kathy Murphy, Ross Lanzafame, 
MPS '79, and yours truly. At the meeting, president 
Dr. David Skorton provided an overview of the eco
nomic challenges facing the university in these dif
ficult financial times. He emphasized that Cornell 
is committed to providing an education to all of 
its students and that the economic downturn will 
not adversely impact the ability of the university 
to provide financial support. He also expressed 
confidence that the university would weather these 
financial storms. Through a combination of wit and 
wisdom, Dr. Skorton inspired and reassured the 
gathering. Later that night, several hundred alum
ni watched the Cornell men's basketball team 
defeat the U. of Pennsylvania at the Palestra in 
its quest for a second straight Ivy League cham
pionship (you read that correctly). 

Gilles Sion is principal and deputy general 
counsel for KPMG LLP. He lives in New York with 
wife Lina, who is a literary agent. Son Elliot, 20, 
is a sophomore at the U. of Vermont. Son Jake, 18, 
is a senior at Heschel High School and has been 
accepted to Cornell for the Class of 2013. Jessi
ca, 14, is also a student at Heschel High School. 
Roxanne Nersesian Paul is senior coordinator for 
habitat programs at the National Wildlife Founda
tion in Reston, VA. She enjoys swimming, biking, 
and walking her cocker spaniel. She had a wonder
ful vacation this summer in Vermont. She most 
fondly remembers trips with the Cornell Outing 
Club for which she served as president during her 
senior year. She would most like to hear from 
Roberta Haber and Debbie Allen Gravesen;she is 
in touch with Lisa Babitz Greisman.Amy Spies 
(Lexington, SC) owns Crossroads Animal Hospital. 
She enjoys endurance riding on her horses, hiking, 
and motorcycling (as a passenger) and would like 
to hear from Ken Ferguson '76. Recently, Amy 
cared for her terminally ill mother who passed away 
on Sept. 25, '08. Please accept our condolences. 

Grace Leo (Paris, France) develops new ho
tels, including two in Paris and one in Caracas. In 
her "after hours," she enjoys operas and searching 
for inspirations and antiques for her projects. Grace 
most fondly misses the camaraderie between class
es at Cornell and would like to hear from Michael 
Ullman '80. John Molinda (Pittsburgh, PA) is a 
consultant for all of his former colleagues, class
mates, and friends who want to start energy busi
nesses. He is married to Gail Winter. In his spare 
time, he enjoys bike riding, skiing, wind surfing, and 
keeping up with daughters Jenny '11 (Engineering) 
and Jackie, who will play soccer at Penn State next 
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year. He has been catching up with Ken Koenig, ME 
'78, Stu Soffer, Vanessa Duenas-Wolfson, Dave 
Hunter, and Mike Grant. John visited Stu along 
with Ken and Vanessa for the Cornell-Quinnipiac 
hockey game. He misses the rowdy parties at Mary 
Donlon and would like to hear from Beth Reeves 
'79, BArch '79, and Hayward Zwerling. 

William Shore (Moorestown, NJ) has his own 
business, Shore Assets Inc., that develops real 
estate and manages construction in New York City. 
He and wife Paola Gigliotti have three boys; he 
is involved in coaching their various activities, 
including lacrosse, ice hockey, and football. He 
fondly remembers hockey games at Lynah and 
waiting all night for tickets. Bill would like to hear 
from Alan Horowitz, ME '78, or Debi Krodman 
Collins.Maxine Borsuk Siegel and husband Joel 
live in Scarsdale, NY. She is a manager at the Sen
sory Group and ConsumerReports.In her spare time, 
she is a member of a book group and enjoys hik
ing, theater, movies, and traveling. She also serves 
as the local CAAAN chair and fondly remembers 
the beautiful surroundings of the Cornell campus. 

Jim Law,BArch '77, lives in Chicago with 
wife Katie. He is vice president for planning and 
external affairs for the Chicago Children's Muse
um. Jim was the 2008 recipient of the Pan-Asian 
AmericanPing Tom Memorial Award llonoring the 
work and achievements of an Asian-American in 
Illinois who has single-handedly made notewor
thy accomplishments and contributions to the 
well-being of all Asian-Americans. Jim, who is a 
Cornell architect, has been involved in public 
service in Chicago for the past 17 years. He has 
been an executive director of the Mayo(s Office 
of Special Events (MOSE) and has actively over
seen major festivals including the Chicago Blues 
and Jazz Festivals in addition to many other 
events. Jim, your classmates congratulate you on 
this award and your work on behalf of Chicago. 
Julia Wendell (Upperco, MO) is an equestrienne 
who lives with husband Barrett Warner. Julia's 
forthcoming memoir, Finding My Distance: A Year 
in the Life of a Three-DoyEvent Rider, will be pub
lished by Galileo Press. She fondly remembers 
lounging in the Quad and tobogganing down Libe 
Slope on lunch trays. Julia would like to hear 
from Gary Anderson and Howard Clifton. 

Last but certainly not least, Mark Mayrsohn, 
CEOof Mayrsohn Int'l in Miami, FL, remains active 
with Cayuga's Waiters and had the current group 
down to his house in Key Biscayne, FL. This was 
the third time that Cayuga's Waiters visited Mark. 
He also sings with the Waiters at every reunion. 
President Skorton and Ag college Dean Susan 
Henry visited Mark's office/warehouse in Miami 
to study what his organization is doing with 
their international business trading company. 
Mark hopes to see everyone at our 35th Reunion 
in 2012 (and yes, we are that old). That's the 
news for late spring 2009. We encourage all of 
our classmates to forward news and views (and 
encourage friends to contribute). C:lHowie 
Eisen,heisen@drexelmed.edu;Annette Mulee, 
annette@rnulee.com;or Mark Petracca. 

On February 7, your class officers 
met-literally and virtually-to 
plot strategy for the next year. 

Watchour website, http://classof78.alurnni.cornel
edu/, for details on the dinner and hockey game 
against Boston U. (better known as *Alf@! BU to 
the Lynah Faithful) at Madison Square Garden 
over Thanksgiving weekend. This event will be 

co-sponsoredwith our friends in the classes of '79 
and '80. Two years ago these tickets went fast, so 
don't miss out if you're going to be in New York 
that weekend. The class will be purchasing a 
block of 50 tickets. Other upcoming classmate
connecting opportunities include Facebook and 
Linkedin social networking sites. We may talk 
"old school," but we can use the same communi
cation strategies that our kids do. 

Sandy Darrow Falcone (Freedom, NY) sent lots 
of news, including that daughter Rebekah '10 was 
transferring to the Hotel school and her other 
children were in "states of change." She also sent 
a lengthy synopsis of a mission trip she took with 
members of her church to Ndhiwa, Kenya. Two 
highlights of the trip were a field trip to Ruma Na
tional Park to see Lake Victoria and the dedication 
of a well in the village of Ndhiwa. AsSandy put it, 
"This one well has the potential to provide many 
more jobs and further change in the near future." 
Are there any other classmates doing good works 
here or abroad? We'd love to hear from you. 

Now here's a novel answer to the question, 
"What is the one thing you remember most fondly 
from your time at Cornell?" Thomas Facer (Newark, 
NY) recalled the daily hike up Libe Slope. (I know 
at least a dozen former South Bakerites who 
might take issue with this categorization.) Thomas 
is president and CEO of Farm Fresh First LLC Agri
culture Services. In his spare time he's vice chair 
of the New York State 4-H Foundation and on the 
board of directors of the USDA Tart Cherry Mar
keting Order. Another interesting answer to the 
"remember most fondly" question was the great 
weather, submitted by John Hannan (Skaneateles, 
NY).He must have been studying abroad during fall 
of our senior year, when it rained for three weeks 
straight. John is a certified financial planner. 

Somehow I managed to reserve several news 
forms from upstate New York classmates for this 
column. This wasn't intentional, just the luck of 
the draw. Gordon Toleman (Rochester, NY) has 
been helping to renovate the ATO house at Cor
nell. His other after-hours activities include ball
room dancing, hunting, and wine tasting. Also 
living in the greater Rochester area is Russell 
Mills,who purchased Frontier Adjusters, a claims 
adjusting service. 

Movingsouth into Pennsylvania, Daniel Small 
is an ob/gyn in Yardley. His extracurricular activ
ities include tennis, golf, and spending time with 
wife Kate and teenaged children. His list of Cor
nell friends he'd like to hear from includes Miriam 
May, Elena Rodriguez '79, Jeanne Hamilton, and 
Russell Wilson. Although some of us are sick of 
ice (at least on the roads), Steve Follett revels 
in it. He is CEO of a company that manufactures 
ice machines, dispensers, and storage bins for 
Foodserviceand healthcare facilities. He and his 
family live in Bethlehem. 

Larry Skoczylas is an oral and rnaxillofacial 
surgeon in Michigan. He has three children (two 
teenagers and a 5-year-old) and assists his wife 
with gardening projects-"Boy, was that aerator 
heavy!" Last spring break was spent at Whistler
Blackcomb(home of the 2010 Winter Olympics) 
on a ski trip. Another Olympic-related traveler was 
Alexandra Swiecicki Fairfield, PhD '85, who went 
to Beijing for spring break with husband David 
Cheney (Brown '79) and children Austin and Alex. 

l. She loved seeing the preparation for the Garnes 
and the ancient sites. Alexandra teaches part-time 
at a local college (biology, microbiology, and AIDS 
awareness), and coaches middle school students 
in string orchestra. 

Lastly, some sad news was passed on from 
Joanne Wallenstein and Glenn Fishman. Glenn's 
fraternity brother Scott Borrusdied on June 16, 
2008. Scott was a doctor in internal medicine in 
New Haven, CT. He died of a heart attack while 
cycling. Scott lived in Branford, CT, with his wife, 
Joanne, and sons Daniel and Marshall. That's all 
I have for this issue. Stay well-and stay con
nected by sending us your news! a Cindy Fuller, 
cjfuller@mindspring.comIlene ; Shub Lefland, 
ilefland@cjpcom.com. 
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79 By the time you read this col
umn it will be a few short weeks 
before our 30th Reunion. Your 

class officers recently met in Philadelphia to dis
cuss class issues and look forward to seeing a 
great reunion turnout. Reunion co-chairs Steve 
Magacsand LarryStone have been working dili
gently to put together a varied and enjoyable pro
gram. Whether you can come for an afternoon or 
the entire weekend, we hope to see you in Ithaca 
from June 4-7. Check the ad in this issue and 
sign up for reunion activities online. One of the 
events that I'm excited about is the tour of the 
newly renovated Mann Library. It will be led by 
Mary Anderson Ochs, who is the acting director of 
the library. Mary will tell us how libraries continue 
to be relevant in the digital age. As a former stu
dent employee at Mann, I am really interested to 
see how much has changed. 

Jeffrey Hirsch (Newton, MA; jhirsch@hrw 
lawyers.corn)looks forward to attending the 30th 
Reunion and would love to see Bob Platt there. 
Jeffrey is the founding partner of Hirsch Roberts 
WeinsteinLLP,a boutique labor, employment, and 
litigation law firm in Boston, MA. He enjoys fish
ing, kayaking, boating, and hiking. Practicing law 
in NYC, MarcyWachtel(MWachtel@KatskyKorins. 
corn) writes that she is a partner and head of the 
matrimonialdepartment at the law firm of Katsky 
Kerins LLP. In her spare time she enjoys catch
ing the movies at the Angelika Film Center in 
NYCand on the Independent Film Channel. She 
visited Cornell with her daughter Allison Hartel, 
who hopes to be a member of the class of 2013. 
Marcy has fond memories of Ann Louise Litin 
and classes with professors Lowi, Kramnick, 
Polenberg, and Fredericksen. 

MarkChen, BArch '80 (markfchen@aol.com) 
also resides in NYC, with wife Margaret Brown. He 
is an architect who works in urban design and 
planning. Marc writes that he had the pleasure of 
attending the Bejing Olympics last summer. In 
nearby Connecticut, Leslie Bulion has made a ca
reer of writing children's books. Her latest, The 
Trouble with Rules, is a middle grade novel. She 
writes for a variety of ages and her works can be 
viewed on her website at www.lesliebulion.com. 
Leslie (bulioni@aol.com) lives in Durham, CT, 
with her husband Rubin Hirsch. Also in Connecti
cut, Susan Schapiro Caplan (riverdalecaplans@ 
aol.com) is a PhD candidate at Yale. She has been 
busy going to NYCto collect data for her disser
tation research. She and husband Gary '62 also 
enjoy taking care of their 10-year-old. Susan 
would like to hear from Elizabeth Hyde. 

Workingin academia, Dennis Conway is an 
assistant professor at MarywoodU. in Dunmore, 
PA. He presented a research paper on American 
film festivals at the UFVA Conference in August 
2008. Dennis (bansheewail2001@aol.com) re
members fondly the view of the lake from the 
''libe" window and would love to hear from Mark 
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Renaud. Sherry MacWilliam Read (Sherry@Read
SolutionsGroup.comis ) the principal at Read So
lution Group, an HR consulting and executive 
coaching business, the focus of which is to facili
tate and deliver growth and choice for leaders and 
organizations. Sherry recently returned to the US 
from Shanghai, where she gained her coaching 
credentials and established her firm globally. Sher
ry and husband Timothy live in Wilmington, DE. 

Lloyd Goldstein (Gaithersburg, MD; Lloyd@
hmsretail.comis) a retail real estate consultant for 
HMS Retail in North Potomac, MD. He says he en
joys partying, dating, and taking care of his kids. 
Living nearby in Arlington, VA, Jeffrey Bloom, MA
'92 (annejeff@comcast.net) works for the Dept. 
of Defense. He and wife Anne keep busy with 
hockey, choir, scouts, and youth group support. W. 
Scott Gould, a former naval reservist who served 
in the Iraq war as an intelligence officer, is Pres
ident Obama's nominee to become deputy secre
tary at the Dept. of Veterans Affairs. He is married 
to Michele A. Flournoy, whom Obama has nomi
nated to be undersecretary of defense for policy. 
During Obama's campaign, Scott co-chaired the 
National Veterans Policy Team and worked on Oba
ma's transition team as a member of the Veterans
Agency Review Team. Scott most recently has been 
a vice president at IBM Global Business Services 
and has expertise in information technology and 
managing large organizations. During the Clinton 
Administration,he worked as chief financial offi
cer and assistant secretary for administration at 
the Dept. of Commerce and as deputy assistant 
secretary for finance and management at the Trea
sury Dept. He also served as a White House fellow,
working at the Export-Import Bank of the US and 
in the White House chief of staffs office. 

 Jane Kornfeld Bessin writes that she partic
ipated in grassroots campaigning in Colorado this 
fall for the Obama campaign. She relates that 
working three 12-hour days for this cause was an 
amazing experience. She was also able to make it 
to Ithaca for Trustee/Council Weekendand spent 
time with Bradand Mary Maxon Grainger, MPS 
'87. Jane is a fundraiser at Stanford U. for a non
partisan economic policy institute (SIEPR) that is 

 inundated with requests for interviews and pro
viding outreach programs. Jane and husband Bob 
have also worked on establishing an all-girls, non
sectarian boarding school in Kenya called Daraja 

 Academy (daraja-academy.org). Jane is using her 
fundraising skills for the school and Bob is on the 
board managing the business aspects. The school 
was slated to go live in February and they are 
hoping to set up a summer volunteer program for 
American students. Jane and Bob have children 
Julie, at UCLA, and David, a junior in high school. 

Mary McDonald (MMMcdon@gmail.comre)
members singing in the Cornell chorus and would 
like to sing and travel more right now. She sings 
with Seneca Singers and is involved with the Ro
mulus Foundation for Educational Opportunities. 

 She is the executive director of Seneca Housing 
Inc., which administers the Section 8 Program for 
Seneca County, NY, and offers home ownership 
counseling and housing grants administration. 
Mary and husband George Moore live in Ovid, NY. 

Carmen Lopez (Tampa, FL, daintydee@tampa 
bay.rr.corn)is a quality engineer at Suncoast So
lutions,a software company that belongs to the 
Hospice of the Aorida Suncoast. She and husband 

 Patrick Mullins enjoy gardening, dancing, and 
kayaking. Her best memories of Cornell involve 
climbing down the gorge and being swept away 
by the current, only to pop up downstream. She 
would love to know what happened to Engineer
ing classmate Errol Leamy. Robert Geffen (O.N. 
Hanegev, Israel; Reuven.Geffen@ab-seeds.com) 
manages AB Seeds Production Site, a greenhouse 
farm for producing hybrid vegetable seed. Robert 
and wife Yaffa enjoy hiking, swimming, music, 
and scuba diving. They enjoyed taking a safari 
in Tanzania and washing off the safari dust on 
the beaches of Zanzibar. He would love to hear 
from Bill Sinderbrand. 

As reunion approaches, your class correspon
dents would like to remind you that even if you 
can't make it to Ithaca we would like to keep you 
connected to fellow classmates. Send us an e-mail 
and let us know what's going on in your life and 
who you would like to catch up with. You can 
write us at classof79@cornell.edu, or directly at: 
C3 Kathy Zappia Gould, rdgould@comcast.net; 
Cynthia Ahlgren Shea, cynthiashea@hotmail. 
corn; and Cindy Williams,cew32@cornell.edu. 

80 When I think back on my de
ptaved life of crime, the heists 
that stand out the most involve 

the Noyes Center cafeteria. The goods were lim
ited to a tray-duh!-and a hunk of cheese. The 
tray was easy, but unwieldy. You had to walk past 
the door guy with a normal gait, and if he was 

 suspicious he could watch until you got to the 
stairs. It's a real problem going down stairs with 
a tray under your coat. 

Later, on the icy slope, the tray and I were in
volved in a spectacular sledding wipeout that sent 
about four trays skidding away. The dang things all 

edu look alike, mostly, so a heated argument ensued as 
to who "owned" the tray that had slid the furthest, 

because (another "duh") who wants to hike all the 
way down that stupid hill, then up again? Fortu
nately, a car crunched the tray. We played musical 
trays with the survivors, and the North Campus in
terloper had to slide away empty-butted. I always 
hated those North Campus guys with their high fa
lutin' ways and red trays. Nowadays West Campus 
is the place to live, what with the new buildings 
and the fancy amenities, but back in the Olden 
Days the dorms there were crafted rudely out of 
mud and sticks, with plastic sheeting for windows. 
The North Campus people had their own drivers, 
but we had to walk uphill to class-both ways. 

The cheese heist-remember the cheese?
was more balletic. Lost to the mists of time is the 
reason we needed a wheel of cheese back in U-Hall 
5, but I remember well the half-hour we spent fig
uring out how to steal it from the cafeteria. It was 
past coat weather, so we cooked up the plan of sta
tioning a guy on the atrium walkway on the third 
floor, which was open to the cafeteria below it and 
accessible without going past the door guy. Some
one behind the milk machines and right below the 
walkway could toss the cheese straight up to the 
person on the walkway. The milk machines pro
vided cover from the heinous Co-op snitches. The 
toss and grab worked perfectly, but to be hailed 
as conquering heroes in the dorm you had to come 
back with something better than cheese. If any 
undergrad fraternity guys are reading this, here's 
a good way to weed out the dorks from among 
your freshman prospects: beer, yes; cheese, no. 

As a sophisticated senior I turned once again 
to larceny. I discovered that late at night around 
exam time the Ivy Room in the Straight didn't 
charge for coffee or tea. Apparently everybody 
else had known this for years. Rather than rec
ognize it as a nice touch by the Cornell Dining 
folks, I saw it as a slight to the hot chocolate 
drinkers. So I would walk past the cashiers with 
the string and label from a tea bag hanging out 
of my hot chocolate. Your Noyeses and Urises 
(Uri?) contribute money to the university out of 
a sense of noblesse oblige, but there's a lot to be 
said for the power of guilt. 

Chuck D'Angelo writes, ''I've embarked on two 
major challenges for myself this spring. April 18-
19 I will ride the BP MS 150, a 180-mile .bicycle 
tour from Houston to Austin to support the Na
tional Multiple SclerosisSociety. My goal is to raise 
at least $1,000 for MS. May 31 to June 6, I will 
ride the Aids LifeCycle 8, a 545-bicycletour from 
San Francisco to Los Angeles to support the San 
Francisco Aids Foundation. My goal is to raise at 
least $3,000! I'm training like crazy to do this with
out crippling myself. This is a lot for a 50-year-old 
whose high school 'sport' was math team competi
tions! I was off the bike for nearly three years in 
the late 1980s. I cycled on and off after moving to 
Houston, but somehow got a fire under my seat 
last summer when, out of the blue, I decided to 
ride my bike. I haven't stopped yet." Although 
this update of Chuck's was published after the MS 
ride, you can read more about the SF Aids Foun
dation ride at http://aidslifecycle.orgTo . make a 
donation, click on "Make a Donation" and search 
for Chuck's name. He signs off with, "In other 
news. Lucy and Rosina are doing great. Rosina is 
in 6th grade. My training has sparked Lucy into 
working out too." 

I'm a cyclist as well, and I heartily recom
mend it. It's a great high and an excellent way 
to get the exercise you need without ruining your 
joints. Many areas have bike lanes, so commut
ing to work by bike is easier than it used to be. 
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Weara helmet, lights, and bright clothing! Chas 
Horvath, ME '81, visited me recently. He was 
escorting his son CJ on college tours. Chas 
lives near Boston and commutes to work by bi
cycle. My bikes have different wheel sizes, so I 
commented about my investment in various spare 
tubes and tires. Chas scoffed and said that he had 
solved the issue of flats by getting solid rubber 
tires-which is causing the cyclists in the read
ing audience to slap their foreheads and say, 
"They still MAKE those things?" Apparently. Or 
maybe there is a finite number of them and they 
keep getting passed around, because nothing ever 
happens to them. The smoke from the Apocalypse 
will clear to reveal cockroaches and solid rubber 
bicycle ti res-and, possibly, that wheel of cheese 
from the third paragraph. 

Doug Hughes wins the award for economy of 
language. He writes, "New house. New kid. Same 
[stuff], different century." It's a little longer than 
Hemingway's"For sale, baby shoes, never worn," 
but it is, nevertheless, an intriguing short story. 
Mollie Pulver is a recent recipient of the College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences Outstanding Alum
ni Award. She's an assistant vice president at NBT 
Bank,a prominent agricultural lending institution. 
Last year she was also awarded the Jane Longley
Cook Distinguished Service Award by the National 
AgriculturalAlumni and Development Association. 
Her volunteer work includes working with Court 
Appointed Special Advocates, the Peacemaker Pro
grams of Herkimer and Oneida counties, and the 
CASAadvisory board. She lives in Little Falls, NY. 

A couple of years ago I commented on how 
uplifting it was to read about my classmates and 
the marks they are making on the world. I would 
like to reiterate that, and urge those of you who 
are able to help out your fellow critters. Sting 
hash at the shelter, raise money to combat dis
ease and poverty, pick up trash on the way to 
work. Put a quarter in the homeless guy's cup. 
Coach kids' sports. Visit a shut-in. It doesn't have 
to cost money, it doesn't have to take up too much 
time-and it doesn't require committee meetings. 

A word from our class officers: "Get on Face
book and join the class group, Cornell Universi
ty Class of 1980. We will use Facebook to help us 
get ready for and to send communications about 
our upcoming 30th Reunion (yeah, 30th!)." 0 
Dik Saalfeld, rfs25 @cornell.edu; Dana Jerrard, 
dej24 @cornell.edu: Tim O'Connor, tvoc0744 
@optonline.net; Cynthia Addonizio-Bianco, caa28 
@cornell.edu; and Leona Barsky, Leonabarsky 
@aol.com. 

1 It's funny how time creeps up on 
us. Who can believe we are nearly 
halfway through 2009? Time is fly-

ing by. Our classmates tell us that they are 
busy-busier than ever-between their profes
sions, families, hobbies, and reconnecting with 
old friends on facebook. Who would have ever 
thought we could find friends so easily after 20-
plus years? The class group, Cornell University 
Class of 1981, is open and global and a nice way 
to reconnect, so share the link. 

I am still running around with my little ones, 
Ella and Brayden. Just the other day, Brayden was 
wearing his new Cornell T-shirt. Class of 20??-I 
don't even want to figure that one out! Although 
not with little ones in tow, I attended a Cornell 
event in Boca Raton, FL, at the Bridge Hotel. Anne 
R.Kenney,Carl A. Krech University Librarian,spoke 
about Haunting Hemingway's Havana to a very 

inquisitive crowd. Michael '83 and Janet Mat
thews Belt '82 hosted an alumni networking event 
for alumni and students at their home, where all 
kinds of questions were asked/answered and new 
friendships were struck up. Another event, at the 
Delray Beach Club, welcomed Alan D. Mathies, the 
Rebecca Q. and James C.Morgan Dean of the Col
lege of Human Ecology. It was a very informative 
evening with good conversation and the oppor
tunity to make new friends, some of whom I 
joined at a brunch at Stuart and Mary Wilensky 
Kahn '79's home. I spotted Jim Hauslein, MBA 
'84, at a fundraiser in West Palm Beach. He has 
been traveling a lot and enjoying the good life. 
I also have been interviewing prospective Cor
nellians; it is truly an interesting time to be talk
ing to students about their future. 

We held our first two 50th birthday party cel
ebrations in early February and they were great 
fun. Between the two events we had about 30 
classmates and guests, and even a few more who 
came to the games but were unable to join us for 
the birthday celebrations. While some suffered 
watching Big Red men's basketball take it on the 
chin from the Tigers for their first Ivy loss in two 
seasons, the Philadelphia crowd got to see the Red 
manhandle the Quakers for a seemingly easy vic
tory. Classmates at the events included Phil Fine, 
Paula Kaplan Reiss,Linda Rutes Kastner,Wendie 
SmithCohick, PhD '89, Rich Lovely, Monique Van 
Perlstein, Lisa Kremer Ullmann,Steven Ritchey, 
and FredCohen. Laura Fratt, Ed Berlin, Marie 
VayoGreenbaum, and Margaret Gallo attended 
the annual CACO Mid-WinterMeeting, but were un
able to join us for the party. 

Nancy Amer Lake (Long Beach, NY) has 
daughterJessica'10 at Cornell. A junior studying 
pre-med, she is in Copenhagen for her spring se
mester. Nancy has been employed by the Long 
Beach Medical Center for the last 16 years. She 
specializes in geriatrics and home care and is a 
social work supervisor. Gabe Diaz-Saavedra is with 
Koppert Biological Systems Inc. as their South
eastern US sales manager. He is responsible for 
sales of bumblebees, an alternative to honeybees 
for pollination. He is also working to develop the 
market for biological control and the use of bene
ficial insects and nematodes to kill detrimental in
sects like the two-spotted spider mite or western 
flower thrip. How's that for something different? 

Jill Flack, Kristi Bleyer, Martha Garcia 
Cairnie, and Naomi Gelzer Kettler, BArch '82, all 
got together early in the year to share holiday pho
tos, mostly from Cornellians. They shared stories 
with one another about the past several months. 

We also have news about the University Sum
mer College, a program that offers high school 
students who have the academic ability, maturity, 
and intellectual curiosity necessary to undertake 
college-level work the opportunity to take class
es at Cornell. Visit their website at http://www. 
summercollege.cornell.edufor details about all of 
their programs. Attending last summer were Alan 
and Amy Fendrich Graffs daughter Michelle: Tim
othy '79 and Wendy Sohne Harris's son Adam; 
James and Susan Scarf Merrelrs daughter Margaret; 
Steven and Wendy Rosenberg's daughter Nicole, 
Clifford '80 and Amy Warner Strat's son Randall; 
and Jonathan and Barbara Flax Berger '82's son 
Scott. That is very impressive, I must say! 

E-mail us and let us know what's going on. 
We want to connect! 13 Betsy Silverfine, bsilver 
fine@comcast.net; Kathy Philbin laShoto, 
lashoto@rcn.com; and Jennifer Read Campbell, 
ronjencam@aol.com. 

With a little help from some e
mails to our class, we have re
ceived a high volume of news, 

starting with Kathryn Albaugh Gitto. Kathy reports 
that she and husband Don '80 have three children 
and reside in Binghamton, NY, where Don is a 
named partner in the law firm of Gitto and Neifer 
LLP.Kathy teaches AP economics at Seton Catholic 
Central High School and works as the director of 
finance/HRat Gitto and Neifer. Kathy's oldest, Liz, 
graduated from Rice U. and teaches English in 
Houston; she is engaged to be married this sum
mer. Son Michael '08 graduated from the ILR 
school in May and now works in labor relations 
for Sikorsky Aircraft. Her youngest, Stephanie, has 
applied to various architecture programs, including 
Cornell's.Randolf Hunt (NYC) is a civil engineer at 
the NYS Dept. of Transportation. He has been tak
ing classes in urban planning at Hunter College and 
notes that he received the 25-year meritorious 
public service award from the American Association 
of State Highway Engineersand Transportation Offi
cials. Nancy Petrosino received her master's degree 
from the U. of Buffalo and works as a school library 
specialistat Marion Junior-Senior High School in 
Wayne County, NY. She is an "empty nester" with 
two daughters, one who has graduated from col
lege and one who currently attends college. 

Michael"Mickey"Marksis now an associate 
professor in the Dept. of Pathology and Laborato
ry Medicine at the U. of Pennsylvania. He runs a 
research lab, teaches cell biology and immunolo
gy, and tries to avoid administrative work. His wife, 
Leslie King, also works at Penn and his daughter 
Jennifer, 9, is very much the artiste, spending her 
time on piano, cello, art, drama, and creative writ
ing. Mickey apologizes for being horrible at stay
ing in touch and vows to be better after he retires. 
Adam Potkay writes that he has been designated 
the William R. Kenan Professor of Humanities at 
the College of William and Mary, where he has been 
teaching since 1990. His latest book, The Sto,y of 
Joy: From the Bible to Late Romanticism, was pub
lished by Cambridge U. Press in 2007. Adam's son 
is a sophomore in high school. 

Linda Harris Crovella (Park Slope, Brooklyn; 
Linda.Crovella@nlrb.com)writes that her son, Ben 
Crovella '07, is a second lieutenant in the Marine 
Corps, stationed in New River, NC. In June he will 
be deployed for up to a year in Iraq. Ben was ROTC 
at Cornell and will be training Iraqi troops. Linda 
requests prayers for his safe return from anyone and 
everyone. Linda also writes that she has twins, 10, 
who were accepted into the Brooklyn Youth Chorus. 
Linda's daughter Emily is a sophomore at the Tisch 
School at New York U., enrolled in the drama pro
gram at the Stella Adler Conservatory. Linda con
tinues to search for her former Thirsty Bear Tavern 
bartendersand notes that she has successfully made 
contact with Beth Brooks '83, Pat Breau Evans, MS 
'82, and David Wayne. She is also searching for 
her former Noyes Lodge Pancake House coworkers, 
including Susannah Johnston and Janine Alla, 
as well as Doug Stone and Ingrid Hall Johnson. 

Speaking of Ingrid Johnson, she and husband 
Michael are in the US foreign Service and will 
soon complete a four-year stint with a Dept. of 
Defensecontractor in Denver. They moved to Den
ver in 2005 from Prague, where they had worked 
at the US Embassy. Son Andrew is a sophomore 
studying architectural engineering at the U. of 
Colorado, and daughter Alexandra will graduate 
high school this May. The family loves skiing and 
Michaelcan't get enough of fly-fishing. This sum
mer the Johnsons will be relocating to Berlin, 
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where they will work out of the new US Embassy.
Mairead Holly Melis writes that she has been 
mobilized for active duty. She is a captain with 
the US Naval Reserves and is currently serving as 
Joint Contracting Command-Iraq/Afghanistan Li
aison to US Forces Afghanistan in Kabul. 

Lorraine Margolies (Coatesville,PA; Lorraine
Margolies@msn.comwent ) back to school and 
obtained a BSN in nursing. Jeff and Julie Doig 
McPeek '83 proudly announce that their oldest 
daughter, Brenna, will join the Class of '13 as a 
fourth-generationCornellian.Jeff can be reached 
at jjbskmcpeek@msn.com. Teddi Hanslowe (New 
York, NY) performs with the Metropolitan Opera, 
Joyce Theater, and New York City Opera. She is mar
ried to Robert Sapolsky and they have sons Willia
and Nicholas. They spent last summer in beauti
ful Santa Fe, where Teddi was singing with the 
Santa Fe Opera. Claire Ludgate has been living in 
London for ten years; she has her own hedge fund 
consulting business, still gets to NYC frequently,
and has become an avid golfer. David Gordon
serves as the wine director with Myriad Restaurant
Group, which opened the Corton Restaurant in NY
to much critical acclaim. He also works for a small 
high quality wine importer, David Bowler Wine, as 
its Rhone and domestic brands manager. 

EverettePhillips(NewportBeach,CA;eap52@ 
cornell.edu) and wife Isabel have five children, 
whom he has taken both beach body-boarding and 
mountain snowboarding. His contract manufac
turing company is growing and he has announced 
that his China manufacturing network will become 
a division of his larger global manufacturing net
work. His company produces and delivers custom 
engineered parts and products manufactured in 
factories across Asia and North America. He is ac
tive in the Cornell Club of Orange County and the 
Cornell Entrepreneur Network and recommends
anyone interested in entrepreneurship to check 
out the CEN website at cen.cornell.edu. 

Gail Schmertz Kerner (GKerner@mdausa.or
writes that after Living in NYC for several years fol
lowing graduation from Boston U. School of Law 
in 1991, she moved to Tucson to become general 
counsel for the Muscular Dystrophy Association.
She currently serves as senior vice president and 
general counsel of both MDA and its subsidiary,
MDAVenture Philanthropy. She notes that she has 
the pleasure of working closely with Jerry Lewis
,ind that MDA is always looking for new fundrais
ing partners. If any of our classmates would like 
more information about MDA services they should 
contact Gail. She has children Kate, 14, and Per
ry, 12. Gail's suitemates Amy Gallent and Tory 
Every attended Kate's bat mitzvah. She sends a 
big shout out to Stephanie, Karen, Trisha, Jill, and 
Michaeland Margie Bernstein Feit. 

Stu Orefice won the Int'l Foodservice Man
ufacturers Association's Silver Plate Award. Stu 
has been the director of dining services at 
Princeton for the past 16 years. The Silver Plate 
Award honors the most outstanding and innova
tive talents in food service operations. Congrat
ulations, Stu. Fellow Cornellian Ming Tsai, MPS
'89, chef-owner of Blue Ginger, was also honored 
with a Silver Plate Award this year. 

Thank you for the great response to our e-mail 
requests for news. We realize that you all have 
busy lives and we greatly appreciate your willing
ness to share some of the news of your comings 
and goings with your classmates. Have a great 
spring and summer. t3 Doug Skalka, dskalka@ 
npmlaw.comSteve ; Crump, spc25@cornell.edu;
and Mark Fernau, mef29@cornell.edu. 
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 83 Hello, all! It's great to see the 
days getting longer! As the flow
ers start to bloom,it feels like 

it's once again time for new beginnings. Our new 
class officers are excited to begin planning new 
events to bring more Class of '83ers together in 

 the upcoming months and years. This past Febru
ary many of our class officers met in Philadelphia 
for the CACO (CornellAssociationof Class Officers) 
Mid-WinterMeetingto brainstorm and begin plan
ning events for our class. Attendees included our 
new president, John Skawski (vhill@twcny.rr. 
com), as well as former president Lisa Esposito 
Kok (lae26@cornell.edu), who now serves on Class 
Council. Treasurer Mark Rhodes (mkrhodes@com 

 cast.net) and reunion chair Andy Sosa (jas247@ 
cornell.edu) attended, along with VPs Nancy 
Gilroy (nancygilroy@yahoo.com) and Linda 
KrasnopolskyNewman(lk84@cornell.edu).Cor
nell Annual Fund representative Phil Rickey, BFA 
'84 (sullric@aol.com) joined the group, as did 
webmastersLinda Lovero Waterhouse (LL257@ 
cornell.edu) and Dana Gordon (djg26@cornell. 

 edu).Alyssa Bickler (cousinalyssa@yahoo.com) 
and I, your co-correspondents, were also there, 
aswas secretary Diane Barsky (Barsky310@com 
cast.net) and councilmember Jana Winograd 
Cayne (jfcayne@aol.com). After the meeting, 
many of us cheered on Cornell at the Penn-Cornell 
basketball game. Donning red and cheering loud
ly, along with many other Cornellians, our united 
spirit spurred Cornell on to achieve an 88-73 vic
tory over Penn (Go Big Red!). 

Phil Rickey's son Owen was accepted early 
decision into Cornell Engineering. Both Phil and 
wifeMary (Sullivan), MFA '82, are very proud. 
Phil and Mary also have daughter Nora, a fresh
man in high school and very involved in theatre. 
Phil still maintains contact with many of his Cor
nell buddies, has become involved in the Cornell 
Club of Minnesota, and also gives public art tours 

) in St. Paul and downtown Minneapolis. He and 
Mary would love to hear from any '83ers passing 
through the Twin Cities! Class membership chair 
Barry Cohen (bcohen@totalskincare.com) is busy 
with his D.C.-based plastic surgery practice and 
five kids, ranging in ages from 4 to 12. In his 
spare time, he's finishing his MBA at George Wash
ington U., with plans to go to law school after 
that. Barry connected with Bruce Hayes and 
dragged him out of early retirement to be CEO and 
partner in Barry's skincare/cosmeceutical compa
ny, pH Advantage, as well as an integral part of 
Barry's three-year-old medical spa company. Bar
ry says that Bruce remains nearly unchanged from 
his freshman days in Boldt Hall. Barry has spoken 
withGlenn Rubino andStu Cavalieri. Brad Buss
cher (Chicago, IL; bbusscher@mesirowfinancial.
com) is senior managing director and general 
counsel at Mesirow Financial.His firm hosted Nick 
Zerante'10 (wide receiver for the Cornell football 
team) as a summer intern. 

It's always fun to find out what everyone is 
up to. Please take a few moments to let us know 
what's new in your life and what you've been do
ing since reunion. Send your news to: t3 Lynn 
BuffamanteSchwarz, lb325@cornell.edu; or 
Alyssa Bickler, cousinalyssa@yahoo.com. 

84 Please keep your e-mail address 
updated with us, as "snail mair' 
is no longer the primary source

 of news for these columns. My browser limits me to 
short e-mail blasts, so if anyone has a suggestion 
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fora more effective way to ask for news, please 
let me know! Your class council just finished plan
ning the 25th Reunion, whid1 will take place 
shortly after this column is published. We are 
always looking for classmates interested in helping 
out with activities, so if you would like to join the 
fun, please seek out one of us during reunion or 
drop us a line: Terri Port McClellan, Kitty Cantwell, 
Janet Insardi, Lindsay Liotta Forness, Karla Siev
ers McManus,Christine Miller Whaley, MBA '89, 
Scott Andersen, or Linda Zell Randall. 

Alan LeBlanc, wife Cindy, and son Alan Jr. live 
in Atlanta, where their business, Max Lagei's Wood
Fired Grill & Brewery,is a not-to-be-missed spot 
in the downtown area. Alan and his family get to
gether with Thomas Kellerhoff as o~en as time 
permits. Although Alan looks forward to more "dis
posable" time in the future, his daughters Christi
na and Ali also happily occupy his time when they 
are home from Occidental College and Vanderbilt. 
Daisy Ash Lisanskyand husband Eugene live in St. 
Petersburg, FL, where Daisy works for Clear Chan
nel Radio as a traffic reporter. Daisy writes, "No 
kids, two cats. Anyone who knew me at Cornell 
might remember that I was a musician (kept a 
Fender Rhodes keyboard and played 'tri-toms' in 
the Big Red Marching Band)." Daisy still plays 
keyboard and drums and provides vocals for sev
eral bands; her latest venture is a classic rock/pop 
duo, Diamond Daze. Eugene went back to school 
to study Web design and is creating the website 
www.Diamonddazemusic.com.Daisy hasn't seen 
any classmates recently, but attended our last re
union and had fun. Nancy Law hopes to see 
these classmates at reunion:Phil George, Steve 
Shippee, Wayne Darragh, George Ferrari, Evan 
Shapiro, Bev Pincus, Kathy Marinelli, and all 
the other KDs and Seal & Serpents! 

Jeff Morgan (Portola Valley, CA) founded Glob
al Heritage Fund (GHF) to preserve endangered 
world heritage sites in developing countries. Jeffs 
professional background is in international sales 
and marketing in the software industry. GHF is a 
nonprofit international conservancy established 
in 2002 in Palo Alto, CA, with the mission to save 
the earth's most significant and endangered cul
tural heritage sites in developing countries through 
scientific excellence and community involvement. 
He and wife Valerie have children Julien, 12, Lu
cie, 9, and Sophie, 6. KathyLascala lives in 
Kansas and works for Vance Publishing in Lenexa. 
She continues to have contact with a few former 
classmates,all of whom live in New York State. Di
ane Matyas, MFA '89, reports that she is now Face
book-savvyand is having funwith her Ithaca High 
School 30th Reunion connections and wondering 
about the Cornell gang. Geoff Mohan is there, but 
where are the artists? Diane also writes, "On the 
serious side, I lost my storytelling husband to a 
stroke this year, but my kids and I look forward to 
our trips up to Ithaca and Lansing, where we swim 
in the lake." She continues to work in New York as 
the director of exhibits and programs at the Stat
en Island Museum. Last summer Nephelie An
donyadis,BArch'84, visited from Redlands, CA, 
and they built sand castles on the Jersey Shore. 

Heidi Meyers has a busy immigration prac
tice and does everything from asylum and depor
tation cases to business immigration. Her office 
is in the Woolworth Building in Manhattan and 
she "feels very happy and lucky" to have her own 
business. Heidi and son Jacob (the light of her 
life!) live in New York, and Heidi keeps in touch 
with Helen Shimbo, MRP '85, and Mary-Beth 
ColacecchiHamilton'83. Heidi would love to hear 
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from other classmates! Greg Miller enjoyed din
ner with Patrick Downes while Pat was travelin
to D.C. to meet with Congress and the Treasur
Secretary regarding an alternative to home fore
closures and a new business he has started with
two partners. Greg writes, "My company, PM Hos
pitality Strategies, is doing well despite the eco
nomic crisis. We opened three hotels and have
three more opening shortly. I hope that the neg
ative publicity about travel junkets will ease so
that businesses might return to using hotels. I am
looking forward to catching up with classmates
and Phi's in particular, at our 25th Reunion." 13
Lindsay Liotta Forness, fornesszone@aol.co
Karla Sievers McManus, Klorax@comcast.ne
Class website, http://c1assof84.alumni.cornell.

a5 It's a dark, stormy night in Nort
Georgia, a night when I'm glad
that I have finally found a home

to settle into with the amenity of an automatic
garage door opener. Some of us may take that for
granted-that we can, with the push of a button,
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glide right into shelter. After living in apartments 
and condos for so very long, it is really a pleasure 
to go from a warm, dry car to a warm, dry house 
without being blown by the west wind in a thun
derstorm while under a tornado watch. I REALLY
thought I'd left that beast called Mother Nature in 
the dust when I moved from Hurri-
cane Alley in Florida to the bustling 
suburb of Cumming, GA. No such 
luck. So, here I sit in front of my 
computer in my new (well, new to 
me) home, attempting to put to-
gether a news-packed, interesting 
who's doing what, who's where, and 
who got back in touch with whom 
column. Unfortunately, I am limited 
in my newsworthiness this month as 
the news is low. 

If I could figure out how to let 
all '85 Cornell alumni on Facebook 
know that I need news, I would, 
but I don't yet have the ti me to 
master all the ins and outs of this 
new "here's who I am, where I am 
now, what I am doing everyminute 
of the day, along with pictures of 
my family, friends, and pets, and 
ways and means to throw things at 
and send drinks or gifts to my 
friends, ask people to join my 
cause, get in on the Cornell wave, 
or upload a video of my son break
ing boards at Tae Kwan Do," etc. 
It's gotten me back in touch with 
people from high school that I 
hadn't actually given a second 
thought to or even minutely won
dered what they were doing (but 
now I know all about them and 
they continue to inform me each 
day of what is new in their lives), 
but it's also gotten me back in 
touch with friends from Cornell 
(and high school) that I really 
HAVEwondered whatever became 
of them after graduation. Technol
ogy. Who knew? 

On to the news.Eulalia "Lal" 
Mack,from the ILR school, became 
a partner in Reed Smith LLP, from 
the Thelen LLP Business and Finance 

Dept. in New York City. She deals with securities 
and capital market transactions, among a zillion 
other responsibilities. She has been at the New 
York office since 2005 and works closely with 
Reed Smith attorneys in Beijing and Hong Kong 
as the lead SEC partner for Chinese companies 
publicly traded in the US. Ginny Scarola Sidman 
is alive, well, and living in Massachusetts. She 
has two daughters, Melanie, a freshman at the 
College of Wooster in Wooster, OH, and Julia, a 
7th grader in Reading, MA. Both girls are having 
a great year and they recently took a trip with 
their father to Whistler Mountain, BC, skiing and 

 snowboarding.Ginny would LOVE for anyone who 
reads this and thinks, "Ah, I miss her and would 

u. love to talk to her," to look her up on Facebook. 
(See, I told you everyone is on it!) 

I've been in touch with Lisa Karaganoff Cas
sano '84. I found her via the Hotel school's alum
ni magazine and to my surprise we are living 
about four hours from one another. Lisa is mar
ried with 8-year-old twins. She is, no surprise, the 
social director for her subdivision. I think I may 
move in. Leslie Nydick, my co-class correspon
dent, writes that at 45, having never been a run
ner, she has put on the Nikes and will run a 
half-marathonon April 26 in Central Park. In ad
dition, she has been honing her photography 
 skills, and some of her work has gotten attention 
in recent publications. Congratulations, Leslie! 

ed
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You can view her work at www.Photocardsby 
Leslie.com. 

Leslie will be one of nine women from Cornell 
descending on my household in mid-March. We 
travel from and to California, Ohio, Florida, North 
and South Carolina, New York, Massachusetts, and 
Georgia, getting together once a year, if possible, 
to reaffirm our friendship, share pictures of fam
ily and memories of Cornell, and support one an
other in whatever we are doing or in need of. 
About 15 years ago we established the "216 Res
cue Network" (we had lived at 216 Delaware Av
enue). We, which includes, Leslie, Cindy Cowan 
Bowman,Jill Beckenstein Lerner, Sharon Tolpin 
Topper,Karen Magri Dadd.Maryellen Fisher 
Magee,Margaret Vanasse Vaughn,Liz Mozesky 
Langston,Debbie Eisenstat DeRoche,and myself, 
have rallied together to help one another through 
cancer, infertility, death of a family member, fires, 
and divorces, and to celebrate weddings, babies, 
job promotions, clean bills of health, surviving 
cancer, and other life milestones. Like the women 
of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, we are there for one an
other. I know I am blessed to have them in my 
life, knowing that whenever, whatever I need from 
them, they are just a phone call or e-mail away. 
And with their love and support I continue to be 
"Walkingon Sunshine." Please send any news to: 
13Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett, cornett0667@com 
cast.net; or Leslie Nydick, lnydick@aol.com. 
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Spokes Woman 
Lauren Hefferon '83 

M any executives hold the title CEO, but Lauren Hefferon is a (EB-Chief Executive 
Biker. Hefferon runs Ciclismo Classico, the bicycle vacation company she founded 
in 1988. Originally specializing in guided tours of Italy, the company has since 

expanded to eleven countries, including New Zealand, Vietnam, Croatia, Austria, Ireland, the 
Czech Republic, and Chile. "We're giving people the gift of visiting a new place and spend

ing time with their friends," says 
Hefferon, who majored in anthro
pology on the Hill. 

On Ciclismo trips, which last 
about a week, each morning begins 
with a meeting in which guides de
tail the historical and cultural sites 
the group will visit on the day's 
ride. Travelers bike some twenty to 
forty miles each day and sleep in 
four-star hotels. Along the way, they 
might sample local wines, visit a 
monastery, or take a walking tour of 
a city. The company serves 1,400 
vacationers a year on about eighty 
trips-and except for the vehicle 
that carries the riders' luggage, the 
tours all run on pedal power. "I feel 
like we're doing something for peo
ple's health and for the planet," 
Hefferon says. "We're not using mo
torized vehicles or burning fossil fu
els. We're using our legs." 

- Justin Reed '09 
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It seems that 2009 is the year of 
online social networking (espe
cially Facebook) for our gener

ation. This was the conversation piece at a New 
Year's Day brunch I attended at the new home of 
Sydney Solomon Neuhaus. Several Cornellians were 
at Sydney's brunch, sharing stories of how they 
had reconnected with college friends and acquain
tances they had not heard from in years through 
their new Facebook pages. 

Sydney and her family returned to NYC after 
living in Coral Gables, FL, for 12 years. She loves 
the city lifestyle, having traded in carpools for sub
ways, a sprawling one-story home for a four-story 
brownstone, and a large yard for a friendly Brook
lyn neighborhood. Sydney's children, 15 and 10, 
attend the Packer School. Sydney has been able to 
continue in her position as senior VP and partner 
at Fleishmann-Hillard PR. At the brunch, I enjoyed 
seeing some of my KKG sorority sisters-Susan 
Kittenplan '85 was there with husband Scott Ful
mer. Susan is executive editor at Alluremagazine, 
and recently took up ice skating in her freetime. 
She enjoys her skating lessons, though she reports 
that the average age of her skating classmates is 
about 10. Patty Pedraza '85, whom I hadn't seen 
since graduating, was at the brunch. Patty is a 
senior producer at CNN and lives in NYC. Another 

NYCtransplant is Darlene Ritchie, ME '89, who 
has returned to the US after 16 years in Italy. 
She is a teacher at the Bronx High School of Sci
ence. She and husband Raffaello have children 
ages 13 and 8 who enjoy playing the violin. In 
2008, Darlene ran both the NYC and Boston 
marathons and would love to find Cornellians in 
NYCwho enjoy running. 

Followingthe social networking discussion at 
the NYC brunch, I joined Facebook to see what all 
the fuss was about-and was equally enamored 
with the instant access to lost friends and ac
quaintances. I reconnected with Janine Korahais 
Stasior, MS '90, a board-certified pediatric neuro
psychologist in the Boston area. Janine founded 
a clinical practice in Lexington, MA, called the 
Child Development Network (www.CDNKids.com
which helps kids and teens achieve their personal 
best in all aspects of life, including health, learn
ing, and development. I was also in touch with 
Christine O'Sullivan, MBA '92, who is living in NYC 
and exploring a new career in green architecture 
and design-possibly including a relocation to an
other city. And I found some friends from other 
classes, including Kathleen Dillon Carroll '85, 
MBA'86 (Ridgewood, NJ), who founded the Brand
ing Clinic, a company that provides strategic mar
keting services to both large and small businesses. 
Susan Kaye Rosenbach joined Facebook and has 
been having fun reconnecting with old classmates. 
Susan sees Dana Lee Evans often as they both live 
in Greenwich, CT, and remain great friends. Susan 
has three teenagers and is considering a move to 
Colorado for a calmer, happier Lifestyle. She has 

gone back to school to learn how to own and op
erate a women's retail clothing business, which 
she will set up once in Colorado. 

A more hands-on approach to staying con
nected to Cornell is to attend Cornell's Adult Uni
versity (CAU) on-campus summer classes. Last 
summer,Stephen Brinkmann attended Parents 
and Teens Outdoor Adventures led by Todd and Liz 
Miner and the staff of Cornell Outdoor Education. 
You can find a listing of classes being offered this 
summer at www.sce.cornell.edu/cau. 

I had news from classmates at every spectrum 
of the life cycle-marriages, anniversaries, kids 
going to college, even grandchildren! Starting with 
marriages... Mildred Rivera-Rau eloped in Oc
tober 2007 with Michael Rau. This was followed 
by a large public renewal of vows ceremony and 
reception in April 2008. Mildred and Michael both 
work in D.C., commuting from the Baltimore area. 
In January Mildred celebrated 17 years working for 
the US Equal Employment Opportunity Commis
sion. Marcus Ruef remarried and now enjoys a 
large family, all of whom live close by, including 
four grandchildren, whom he sees daily. Marcus is 
national VP of the Brotherhood of Locomotive En
gineers and Trainmen, marking his 36th year of 
railroad service. He reports that his !LR education 
has been invaluable to him in his work as a top 

'Susan Kittenplan reports that the 
average age of her skating classmates 
is about 10., 

Susan Seligsohn Howell '86 

level labor representative involved in both the ne
gotiation and administration of many collective 
bargaining agreements in the rail industry. 

Celebrating 20 years of marriage are Brian 
and Susan Stiff Parmelee '87 and Peter and Liz 
Kallenbach Bell '87. Brian and Susan live in South
ern California and sent their oldest son off to the 
Blair School of Music at Vanderbilt U., which they 
say feels like a southern Cornell. Son Brendon plays 
the French horn and will major in music perform
ance. Sounds like he takes after his dad; Brian now 
has a band that plays monthly in a local bar. Scott 
'85 and Christine Hall O'Neil sent their oldest 
child to college: daughter Ali O'Neil '12 plays 
lacrosse for coach Jenny Graap and loves every 
minute of school and the team. Kathryn O'Neill 

), took her first trip to Disney World, with husband 
Nick Katz and their daughter, 9. Ira Pion, who 
lives on Long Island with wife Stacey and children 
Jacob, 12, and Jillian, 9, is a dermatologist in 
Woodmere.Ira enjoyed a trip to Costa Rica. Peter 
Quinter writes that after Cornell he attended law 
school at American U. He worked as an attorney 
for US Customs in Miami until 1994, when he 
joined his current law firm based in ft. Lauderdale, 
where he is the chair of the customs and interna
tional trade department. Peter lives in Boca Rotan 
with wife Sandra and kids Jake, 12, and Alexan
dra, 11. He is active in the local Cornell Club. 

Jeffrey Weaver, MBA '90 (Shaker Heights, OH) 
lives with wife Tracey (Forde) '90. Jeffrey is "in 
the eye of the storm" running a risk management 
function at KeyCorp as an executive VP and credit 
portfolio manager. When not working, he enjoys 
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singing at Johnny's Downtown in Cleveland and 
attending Cavaliers games. His best memories of 
Cornell are hanging out with the guys at Alpha 
Phi Alpha and going to Glee Club rehearsals. Jef
frey would love to hear from Andrew Mockler and 
Stuart Steck. Enjoy spring. Look for us on Face
book, and send us your news! S Susan Seligsohn 
Howell, susancornell86@comcast.net; and Laura 
Nieboer Hine, lauracornell86@sbcglobal.net. 

Greetings to you all. Because we 
are so trendy and hip, this month 
Brenna and I experimented with 

gathering class news via Facebook. Over 500 peo
ple have identified themselves as Cornell '87 on 
their profile pages, but just 103 of us are members 
of the Cornell Class of 1987 group. We encourage 
you to join the "Cornell Class of 1987" group as 
yet another way to stay connected to both the 
university and your former classmates. 

Randi Fuhr Carmichaelwrites, "This Facebook 
thing has truly changed my life. I have recon
nected with many Cornellians including Bonnie 
DeutschBurdman,Michael Bouchard, Michael 
Whaley, Vincent Tamariz, MD '93, Debbie Stein, 
Amy Selick Seigel,MichaelSherman,RachelSat
urn, Maryellen West Davis, Alex Chisholm-Chait, 
Michael Duvert, Elyse Freund Strauss, and my fa
vorite genetics T.A., Jon Coren, PhD '91. It's amaz
ing how easily we can all make plans to get 
together to revisit our college memories and relive 
a few! I am married to Paul Carmichael, who grew 
up in Ithaca, so we frequently visit the area. My 
father-in-law is a retired professor emeritus from 
the Vet college and my mother-in-law worked for 
the Graduate School. They visited NYC and stayed 
at the Cornell Club; we enjoyed seeing Mary Pop
pinson Broadway and celebrated the Chinese New 
Year in Chinatown with a delicious dinner. Things 
have changed in Ithaca, but there is still that re
gal feeling of greatness in the air. I am a private 
practice dentist and we live on Long Island. We 
have two children who occupy every moment of 
our busy lives. We love to travel and recently 
bought a place in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. We 
adore the people and the natural beauty. We also 
have a wonderful love for the Bahamas and the 
Out Islands, making this year our sixth year of trav
el to Paradise Island, Eletheura, Nassau, and the 
surrounding Cays. Hope we can reunite with more 
Cornelliansand enjoy a larger attendance for the 
25th Reunion. We truly adored our experiences at 
the 20th! Godspeed!" From Jill BarnettKaufman: 
"I am excited to be going to Lisbon the first week 
in March with Randi Karmen Guttenberg, Dianne 
ButtonMoriarty,andJoanne Friedman McKinney!" 

Michael Strickland teaches developmental 
English at Boise State U. and works in schools 
with at-risk youth. He's been publishing a lot; see 
his website: www.michaelrstrickland,com. Michael 
was married in 2002 and he and wife Gwyn have 
three little girls to keep them busy. Amy Selick 
Siegel reports that after graduation she went to 
NYUSchool of Medicine and is now an ob/gyn in 
Bergen County, NJ. She and husband Jaime have 
daughters Morgan, 13, and Abigail, 7. Amy adds 
that she is really enjoying getting reacquainted 
with classmates on Facebook. 

Joseph"Yosi"Morstill lives in Israel-for 19 
years now! He works for Cisco in Netanya, devel
oping network security-related software. "Ecstat
ic to have recently joined Facebook (and hoping 
that this will not turn into a real addiction)! Very 
eager to re-connect with more of the 'old gang."' 
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mailto:lauracornell86@sbcglobal.net
mailto:susancornell86@comcast.net
www.CDNKids.com
www.sce.cornell.edu/cau


Rachel Saturn pens, "I am married; no kids, but 
a Chorkie puppy named Boo Boo and living in Ve
gas working on my No-Limit Texas Hold 'Em game 
and hoping to win a WSOP bracelet someday. I 
have been an attorney the past 19 years in four 
states." Lisa Gaines has three kids, lives in a 
Cleveland East suburb, sells real estate in Ohio, 
and is trying to survive this economy! 

Checking in via snail mail is Ellen German 
(Kuna, ID), who owns a small animal and exotic 
pet veterinary clinic. She spends her free time rais
ing her three daughters and doing some dirt bik
ing and skiing. Ellen wonders whatever happened 
to ThomasHoskins'86. Steve Meagher (Whittier, 
CA; 25570@lapd.lacity.org) writes that he is a po
lice sergeant, but has time after hours to go run
ning as well as chase after his 6-year-old. Ilana 
Brajer Austin, MPS '92, writes, "On Nov. 2, Stuart 
'88 and I, along with our children Benjamin, 9, 
and Sarah, 7, welcomed Hannah Michal to our fam
ily. As when Benjamin and Sarah were babies, we're 
traveling as often as possible." She adds that she 
hopes the economy starts to pick up a bit be
cause she is heading back to work after a three
month leave. Her company, Civilized People (www. 
civilizedpeople.com),has been in existence for 
ten years, matching great people with great op
portunities in the hospitality industry. Ilana adds, 
"As long as I'm pitching companies, my husband's 
is www.austinlawassociates.com." 

Stacey Neuhoefer Silberzweig reports that 
Class of '87 officers in attendance at this year's 
Cornell Association of Class Officer's Mid-Winter 
Meeting in Philadelphia (held Feb. 6-7) were Mary 
Bowman,Melissa Hodes, Michelle Ku, Scott Pes
ner, Heidi Russell, Stacey Silberzweig, Debra 
Howard Stern, and Tom Tseng, ME '94. Stacey also 
mentions that it is important to save the date for 
Red Hot Hockey II when the Cornell men's team 
meets Boston U. for a rematch at Madison Square 
Garden on Nov. 28, '09. Details at www.alumni. 
cornell.edu. Tom Tseng was in NYC on Feb. 8-11 
and got in touch with Marina Ho before his trip. 
She wrote: "We're going to miss you again! We're 
heading to Curai;ao ... again; we're fast becom
ing little old people who do repeat vacations. I 
am particularly busy with our house renovation 
(which has become a bigger project than origi
nally envisioned) and learning about the finer 
points of plumbing fixtures (who knew that there 
were so many choices in these home things?). Ac
tually, we're pretty excited about the project and 
enjoying it, but those pesky day jobs (which we're 
very grateful to have, mind you) sometimes get in 
the way." On Feb. 14, Tom and wife Rebecca met 
up with Rich Friedman in Cambridge, MA, before 
the Cornell-Harvard hockey game. They had sup
per at the new Wagamama Noodle House on JFK 
St., which was a short walk to the hockey arena. 
Rich mentioned that he will be going to Arizona 
for a conference and plans to visit with Michael 
'88, MBA'89, and Gail Stoller Baer. 

Lastly, a classmate in the news: Jennifer 
Maiselreturned to campus as part of the Alumni 
PlaywrightsReunionWeekendevent, hosted by the 
Dept. of Theatre, Film, and Dance. Five accom
plished alumni playwrights returned for a weekend 
of staged readings of new works and roundtable 
discussionson how to get started writing for the 
stage on Feb. 27-28 at the Schwartz Center for the 
PerformingArts as part of the Schwartz Centers 
20th anniversary celebration. Jennifer is an award
winning writer for the stage, television, and films. 
The adaptation of her acclaimed play The last 
Sederwon Showtime's Tony Cox screenwriting 

award at the Nantucket Film Festival. Her full
length plays include Mod love, Dark Hours, Eden, 
Birds, and The Two Romeos. Stay in touch! 13 
Heidi Heasley Ford, hhf6@cornell.edu; and Bren
na Frazer McGowan,bfm26@cornell.edu. 

The economic crisis is clearly 
challengingfor many of us in the a a Class of '88. Some of our class

mates are struggling; quite a few are putting their 
dreams on hold; most are counting their blessings; 
and others are managing to thrive. I hope you all 
find comfort and a sense of possibility in some of 
the amazing attitudes and experiences shared in 
this column. One of our number, who wanted to 
remain anonymous, wrote, "While my job remains 
uncertain, I spent today with a man-the father of 
young sons, 13 and 8-who has been diagnosed 
with a malignant brain tumor. His situation put it 
all in perspective." Joan Meyers writes, "I am an 
unemployed,single mother living in a one-bedroom 
apartment in San Francisco with my son, Toby 
Jonathan, born March 4, 2008, and loving every 
single glorious minute of it.'' She is not depressed 
by the economy and wants you all to know that! 

More inspiration and wonderful perspective 
comes from Jouel Velasquez, who with wife Karen 
adopted a daughter in China in May 2005. Jouel 
writes that their little girl has blessed them with 
all sorts of laughter. She also inspired them to 
move out of Basking Ridge, NJ, to Charlotte, NC. 
Despite being in the second-largest financial dis
trict in the US, his spirits are positive. As a prin
cipal at Cap Gemini, he travels Monday thru 
Thursday,but he "is always challenged and learn
ing. I'm thankful for the many blessings we have 
and our ability to bless others. Our outlook be
comes our outcome." Ellen Eskenazi is riding out 
the economic crisis in London, where husband 
Andrew Shuster '85 was transferred three years 
ago. Renee Phelps Valach is a med/peds doctor 
at Bongolo Hospital, a Christian missions hospital 
in a rural area of southern Gabon, central Africa. 
She treats plenty of TB, malaria, and HIV-related 
diseases. Her hospital is starting an HIV/AIDS 
treatment center. They also train African surgical 
residents who will return as surgeons to their 
countries in Africa. Renee, you are my hero. 

On the lighter side, Lynne Cooper Pascual 
encourages everyone to warm up, surf, and enjoy 
family. "You may consciously convert extra time 
to finding what makes you happy in life." She has 
been in Hawaii for the past 18 years. Lynne's vis
itors this year have included Michael Boivin and 
her mother, Midge Eachus Cooper'63. Dori Gold
farb and Jeff Maggard '91, ME '92, had a second 
baby.It was about a year ago, but, hey, we'll take 
good news like that anytime. Let's also say con
gratulationsto Gabriel Spera, who was awarded a 
2009 poetry fellowship from the National Endow
ment for the Arts. Larry Phillips (Rye, NY) helped 
launch an investment banking boutique, Mooreland 
Partners, five years ago. It already has three of
fices and more than 25 professionals. Since grad
uation, he has been in and around the technology 
world as an investment banker, venture capitalist, 
and operating manager. Larry and wifeElizabeth 
have children ages 1, 7, and 9. Larry still keeps in 
close touch with Victor Lopez, ME '89, who lives 
and works in the Hartford area.Joel Fetzer writes 
that in the fall of 2008 he was on sabbatical at 
the U. of Luxembourg (LuxembourgCity, Luxem
bourg) and the U. of Osnabrueck (Osnabrueck, 
Genmany).He is now back in L.A., preparing for an 

academicyear in Buenos Aires at Pepperdine'sAr• 
gentina campus. Robyn Tice joined Boston-based 
Eaton Vance Investment Managers as director of 
media relations last October. She will run the 
Boston Marathon in April-her fifth marathon 
overall and second time running Boston. 

Speaking of running, many in our class have 
been busy finding a balance between their work 
and personal lives. Leif Walther (Williamsburg,VA) 
does plenty of taxi driving conveying kids to swim
ming, v-ball, piano, etc. He and wife Alicia have 
three kids. They have found time to do road and 
mountain biking and sail their catamaran on the 
James River. He plans a Canadian road trip this 
summerto Quebec, Montreal, and Toronto. Leif has 
found that the economic downturn is actually pro
viding many opportunities for significant growth 
for his company, Greystone.Jill Lemire was excit
ed to be at Reunion in June with husband Allan 
and to see so many classmates. She gave birth to 
her first child, Kallie, on August 2. She works from 
home and loves being a mom. Her husband is the 
primary caretaker, while he continues to pursue his 
stage acting career. A week before Kallie was born, 
Diane Little Sassano, husband Frank, and their 
two daughters stopped by for <1visit and lunch. 

Lori Schain Hiller reports that she loves her 
job as a school social worker in Brooklyn. She 
celebrated her oldest child's bat mitzvah, at
tended by two of her closest friends, Alena Tep
per Margolis and Jamie Platt Lyons '89. She had 
plans to visit with Matthew Bauer in April and 
has joined the legions of Facebook fans in talk
ing to her college pals daily. Lori is not alone; 
many of you are connecting with fellow Cornel
lians through social media sites like Facebook. 
Howard Greenstein has a lot to say about that 
topic. He runs the Harbooke Group, a consultan
cy that specializes in helping companies com
municate with their customers using social 
networking and online community. And now a 
(hopefully on-topic) commercial: To update your 
information, especially your e-mail address, and 
ensure that you can be found by classmates, go 
to: http:j /www.alumni.cornell.edu/update.cfm. 

James Murray teaches physiology and neu
robiology at Cal State East Bay in Northern Cal
ifornia. His family moved there over a year ago 
and they enjoy being closer to their extended 
family, especially for the benefit of his two lit
tle girls. Alison Minton writes that she'll attend 
Cornell's Adult University (CAU) again this year 
(for the 16th summer!), this time for a week in 
mid-July. She looks forward to seeing classmates 
there. The summer programs look terrific for CAU. 
If you would like more info, go to http://www. 
sce.cornell.edu/cau/. 

Last but certainly not least, a hail to the 
chief. Our own Rob Rosenberg, husband of Pat 
Cook '89, is now president of the Cornell Asso
ciation of Class Officers (CACO). He was induct
ed at the annual CACO Mid-Winter Meeting in 
Philadelphia and was joined by Suzanne Bors 
Andrews,Bradand Angela Watson Botkin, Jill 
Fields,Howard Greenstein, Jason McGill, BArch 
'89, Susan Kuniholm Potter, Alan Riffkin (our 
new class president), and me. At the event, Rob 
introduced Cornell President David Skorton, who 
said, "In uncertain times you must hold onto and 
be guided by your principles." These are words 
to live by. Best of luck to all of you, and may you 
turn uncertainty into opportunity. 13 Brad Mehl, 
bam62@cornell.edu;Sharon Nunan Stemme, 
sen28@cornell.edu;andSteven Tomaselli, st89@ 
cornell.edu. 
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8 g Wow,can you believe it's been 
20 years since we graduated
from Cornell? Our 20th Reunion 

is right around the corner-a great way to recon
nect with classmates, reminisce about the "good 
old days" on the Hill, and make new memories. If 
you haven't already registered to join the festivi
ties, it's not too late. Log on to our class website 
at http://classof89alumni.cornell.edu/index.ht
to see what's happening Reunion Weekend, June 
4-7, 2009. Our reunion chairs have spent count
less hours putting together a schedule of events 
(meals and activities that will appeal to young and 
old alike) that'll be bigger and better than prior 
years. Thank you to Erika Ange, Carol Borack 
Copenhaver,and Debbie Schaffel for putting this 
together, and thank you to their committee 
members who have helped along the way. We will 
be electing our new Class of '89 officers during 
reunion, too. Thank you to Vaishali Trivedi Bhatt 
for taking on the job of nominations chair. 

If you are on Facebook and haven't already 
joined our Cornell Class of 1989 group, please do 
so. If you are not on Facebook, please remember 
to join our class group when you join. You can 
share old Cornell photos with friends and class
mates that are sure to spark conversation along 
the way. Now, on to the class news: 

Marjorie Gurganus (Durham, NC) is a patent 
attorney for Olive & Olive PA. Rob Chodock start
ed a new job as chief marketing officer at MyUS. 
com, the largest US-based international package 
foiwarder. He's learning how to split his time be
tween NYC and Sarasota, fl. Carolyn Day Flowers 
(Kensington,CA) looks forward to reunion in June. 
She'll make the trek from the "left coast," where 
she lives with her husband and twins, 5. The fam
ily lives about 30 minutes from San Francisco in the 
East Bay. When she is not chasing her kids around, 
she works for McKinsey & Co. and leads the "mo
bility" for the firm on a global basis-talent man
agement, compensation, relocation policies, etc. 

John and Laura Pearlman Kaufman (Westport, 
CT)have sons Adam, 11, and Elliot, 7. John start
ed a new job with Clear Channel Radio as senior VP 
of revenue management. He is very excited to be 
able to take what he has learned in 20 years in 
travel and bring it to a new industry. Meanwhile, 
Laura started Neatnik Organizing about two years 
ago and loves it! She works with people at home 
or in their offices to help them get organized and 
set up systems to help them be more efficient in 
their lives and work. It is very rewarding! Erika 
Ange writes, "As much as I'd like to be attending 
reunion in person, I'll have to send good wishes 

from D.C. because our family will be expanding in 
early June." Erika, husband Bernie Sheehan '88, 
and big sister Zoe, 2 in July, can't wait for their 
newest addition. Erika keeps in touch with Rachel 
Hollander,who started her own law firm in NYC 
last year; Shari Fagen, who started running a few 
years back and has run several marathons; Nadine 
ShearWeinberg,who lives in Maine with her hus

ml band and children Leah and Samuel; and Debbie 
Schneider Toy, whose oldest, Brian, will have his 
bar mitzvah in August (her other sons, Matt and 
Jack, keep her quite busy, too). Congratulations 
to Leslie Scheidt Redd and her son James on be· 
coming a bar mitzvah on March 14! 

Dave Scher has sent an e-mail update on the 
last five years. He and wife Dorine (Colabella) 
'91 are celebrating 25 years of knowing each oth
er and 17 years of marriage in 2009. Dave has, in 
a sense, switched careers, from being a corporate 
lawyer to a civil rights litigator as a principalwith 
the Employment Law Group. Dorine continues 
with Pampered Chef and is a consultant with Re
triever Medical, which offers specialized merchant 
processing services for the medical industry. Dave 
and Dorine's children Molly, 9, and Noah, 12, are 
"growing like weeds." Dave also volunteers as a 
coach with Landmark Educationand teaches yoga 
once per week at the gym. 

Remember, this column is only as good as 
you make it-so keep in touch. Send in the News 
Form that came with the class's annual News and 
Dues mailing, or write your correspondents di
rectly. See you at reunion!l:JStephanie Bloom 
Avidon, savidonl@hotmail.com; MikeMcGarry, 
mmcgarry@dma-us.com;Anne Czaplinski Tread
well, ac98@cornell.edu; Lauren Hoeflich, lauren 
hoeflich@yahoo.com. 

9 Thanks to all of you who sub
scribe to this magazine. The 
number of subscribers in our 

class is now more than 400, so we've received 
more space for our column. But that means we 
need your news! So send announcements of your 
job changes, awards, relocations, weddings, births, 
etc., to any of your three Class of 1990 correspon
dents-our e-mail addresses are listed at the end 
of this column. You can also use the News Form 
from our class's annual News and Dues mailing, or 
submit your news online at http://www.alumni. 
cornell.edu/ classes. htm. 

It's a good time to be getting back in touch. 
We'renow just one year away from (can it be?) our 
20th Reunion. Our reunion chairs, Nuntica"Rose" 
Tanasugarn(how she and I suffered through 
Chem 207) and Elinor Langfelder Schwind, are 
already busy planning the Class of '90 festivities, 
so save the dates: June 10-13, 2010. Ifyou can't 
wait that long to catch up and you're on Face
book, check out our official class page there; 
search for "Cornell Class of 1990." 

I mentioned reunion to my classmate-turned
husband Greg Manning as we discussed some 
long-range vacation plans. He immediately said 
he wanted to repeat what we did for our 10th Re· 
union: we blew off campus housing and instead 
camped at Treman State Park with Paul Hunt, Jeff 
Pietsch, and Brian Reid. Greg broke out in laugh
ter as he reminded me how squirrels invaded our 
tent and chewed through our cookies. I reminded 
Greg of how Aileen Kelleman Band liked our camp
site idea so much that she came by for a visit late 
one dunight-by cab. But perhaps our crowning glo
ry was meeting a Come/I Chronicle photographer 

who, when he learned about our campsite, asked 
if he could come out and take pictures. He was 
there at 8 a.m. the next day-and we made the 
Chronicle'sreunion issue! 

Speakingof Paul and Jeff ... Paul now teach
es math at Ashbrook Independent School, a pri
vate K-8 school in Corvallis, OR. It's a small place, 
so he also gets to teach electives. This year he's 
leading a class on one of his hobbies, tying flies. 
Another year he taught circus performing arts. 
Quite a departure from his previous work in casi
no accounting (well, maybe not the circus class). 
Jeff moved his family last year from Chicago to 
Washingtonstate's San Juan Islands. He and wife 
Jen (Reilly) now own Orcas Moon Alpacas (http:// 
orcasmoonalpacas.com/). As of this writing in 
February,they had four males and 12 females, in
cluding one cria (baby alpaca), with at least four 
more cria expected this summer. When not chas
ing alpacas, the Pietsches wrangle sons Garrett, 
13, Kahana,11, and Luke, 8. 

The Pietsches' move is quite a story, by the 
way. As Jeff tells it, the tale begins with his fa
ther, who as a child went to summercamp in the 
San Juans. When Jeff came along, he was sent to 
the same camp, for seven summers. The geogra
phy and climate, so different from his native 
Hawaii, made a huge impression. Years later, Jeff 
began bringing his own family to visit in a sum
mer ritual that went on for six years-until about 
two years ago. That was when Jeff spotted an al
paca farm for sale. The Pietsches are now the 
proud owners of a 20-acre spread on an island 
with 5,000 full-time residents. Jeff continues to 
do legal and hedge fund work while Jen teaches 
preschoolon the next island. In their spare time, 
they are learning how to become self-sufficient
"You can't just call up the repairman and have him 
come out," he says. The boys have adjusted well, 
says Jeff, who adds that he felt vindicated when 
his eighth-grader told him, "I'm glad we're here." 
Getting off the island is enough of a project that 
they limit it to once a month. "It's a wonderful 
lifestyle ... we're just so happy and every day is 
a peaceful, calm feeling," Jeff says. Wonder if Jeff 
and Jen offer alpaca farming internships? 

Meanwhile,back on the mainland . , . Carrie 
Gallup Friend attended Cornell's Adult University 
during summer 2008. Her homework must have 
been fun; she took Wines. John Torrance also at
tended CAU, studying up on Landscape Design. 
Julia Smith, DVM '94, PhD '02, lives in Vermont, 
where she and husband Murray Thompson enjoy 
son Ethan, born in January 2008. Julia wrote, 
"With his big hands, he should be able to help out 
with farm chores before long." (Maybe she can 
hire him out to the Pietsches.) Julia has fond 
memoriesof leadership, service, and fellowship ac
tivities with Alpha Phi Omega. She'd like to hear 
fromSteven Rodriguez, MAT'97. (Julia: Try Cor
nell's online alumni directory at https://directory. 
alumni.cornell.edu.)Jason Goldberg (Albuquer
que, NM) teaches biology and enjoys biking, 
swimming, dog-walking, and exploring the town. 
His favorite memory of Cornell is Ithaca. He'd like 
to hear from Susannah Levy (whom I remember 
as a fine photographer for the Doily Sun). 

Catherine Coyne Weissman and husband 
Scott '89 live in Vestal, NY. Catherine is home 
with kids-Ruthie, Elliott, and Isaac-and coach
es her daughter's travel soccer team. When free 
of the kids, she plays tennis. 'Tm addicted," she 
says. And fit, no doubt. She thinks back fondly 
to Thursday night fraternity parties and hearing 
the clock tower while she walked to class. She'd 
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like to reconnect with Kim Atherton Kramer. Ju
dith Silveris a partner in the Boca Raton, FL, 
firm of Buckingham, Doolittle& Burroughs,which 
specializes in business law. Judith's focus is In
ternet law, domain name dispute arbitration, busi
ness and contract law, technology, software 
licensing, and intellectual property. 

Rob and Sue Portman Price, MRP '91, and 
their three sons moved from Villanova, PA, to 
Sharon, MA, in the fall of 2007. Rob took the job 
of chief marketing officer for CVS in Woonsocket,
Rl. Sue was elected to the Sharon Planning Board; 
her term ends next year. David Cohen and wife 
Shelli Bodnar '91, MD '95, of San Jose, CA, have 
two children, son Reed, 2, and daughter Mia, in 
kindergarten. David is president of the Berryessa 
School Board, which oversees a K-8 district with 
13 schools, and was promoted last summer to 
manager of the reactor modeling group at Novel
lus Systems. Shelli is a general practice physician 
in Fremont, CA. My onetime partner in partythrow
ing, Ryan Wyatt, has left NewYork, where he was 
the "science visualizer" at the American Museum 
of Natural History, and relocated to San Francisco,
where his new title is Director of Morrison Plane
tarium and Science Visualization at the California
Academyof Sciences (http://www.calacademy.or
He notes that his new workplace is "the largest 
green building in the world open to the public. w 

Other perks of the job: he wasscheduled to take 
part in this spring's City Arts & Lectures series in 
San Francisco by interviewing Maya Lin, who cre
ated two sculptures for the academy gardens. 13 
Amy Wang Manning, aw233@cornell.edu; Kelly 
Roberson, kelly-roberson@sbcglobal.net; Tamiko 
Toland, stmoluag@yahoo.com. 

Many thanks for continuing to share 
your news and updates! Congratula
tions are in order for several class

mates. Heather and Michael Koopman {Manhat
tan Beach, CA) welcomed their first child, Sam 
Henry,on Jan. 29, '09. Keith lender and wife Jill 
adopted a baby boy from Korea. Jaden has settled 
into his new life in NYC quite well. He arrived in 
time for Halloween, election night, and the 
Thanksgiving Day parade. Keith teaches high 
school part-time in the Bronx and is in his third 
year of managing the family office. 

You may have seen Kate Snow on the cam
paign trail last fall following Hillary Clinton in her 
presidential campaign. Kate has anchored the 
weekend edition of "Good Morning America"since 
2004 and contributes to various ABC News broad
casts as a correspondent for both "Good Morning
America"and "World News Tonight.'' Somehow she 
has found time in recent years to participate on a 
career panel and guest lecture for several Commu
nication classes on campus along with hosting a 
Communicationclass trip to NYC at the ABC News 
studios. Kate is also on the National Board of Di
rectors for the Big Brothers Big Sisters of America
program.In November 2008, Kate received a much
deserved Young Alumni Achievement Award from 
the CALS Alumni Association. Way to go, Kate! 

Andrew Puzzio, MPA '92, taught 6th grade 
math for four years in Brooklyn, NY, before join
ing his wife in running her speech therapy clinic 
in Brooklyn (Bay Ridge), where they also live. They
have children Aidan, 8, Trevor, 5, and Fiona, 3, and 
adopted a fantastic dog, a 1-1/2-year-old boxer
Rottweiler mix. Stephen Schwartz (Naples, FL) is 
an assistant professor of clinical ophthalmology
with the Bascom Palmer Eye Insl. (U. of Miami).

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

He completed his MBA at Kellogg. Stephen and 
wife Melanie (Rebak)'90 have children Jessica 
and Reid. They are active with the local Cornell 
Qub. Rachael Przybyla (Austin, TX) is the medical 
director of medical policy development for Texas 
Medicaid& HealthcarePartnership.Rachael shares 
this story about her kids Sloane, 8, and lance, 1. 
uSloane was lulled to sleep with our Alma Mater 
until age 5. She called the song 'Beluga Waters: 
Occasionallyshe still asks me to sing it to her. 
Lance adores his big sister. One night when he 
was about 6 months old, I heard him fussing, but 
didn't get to him right away. After a few mo
ments, there was quiet in the house. (Parents 
know that is usually a bad sign!) I walked through 
the house and found Sloane soothing Lance in a 
rocking chair singing our Alma Mater! Needless to 
say, it made this Cornellian proud," 

Our classmates are also doing wonderful 
things around the country and around the world. 
Otto Pohl founded a company in Bozeman, MT, 
that helps spread a positive environmental mes
sage as well as raise funds for nonprofits dedi
cated to helping the environment. The company 
is called Swell Foop (as in, Saving the World in 
One Swell Foop) and sells organic cotton T-shirts 

g). with designs of rare and endangered animals. You 
can check it out at: www.swellfoop.com.Kevin 
Covert sends greetings from afar. "We moved to 
Astana, Kazakhstan, where I work at the US Em
bassy as the energy officer, monitoring the oil and 
gas sector (Kazakhstan is a significant oil export 
and gas transit country), as well as nuclear pow
er, electricity, coal, and alternative forms of en
ergy. It's completely unlike anything I've ever 
done and I love it-especially the helicopter rides 
to offshore rigs. My wife Lesya and our boys Tim
othy, 9 going on 19, and Daniel, 2, enjoy the 
lifestyle as well, particularly the six-foot snow 
drifts, ice skating on the river Jshim, screaming 
down an ice slide, and trudging across the steppe 
in snow shoes. Please let our '91 friends know we'd 
be happy to hear from them at: coverts_2000@ 
yahoo.com.'' Congrats and good tuck, Kevin! 

"Still in Buffalo and lovin' every minute of it" 
is Tim Vanini. Tim is involved with the local Cor
nell Club and chaired a committee to celebrate 
100 years of hockey history at the Nichols School. 
Accordingto Tim, the event was a true success 
with many coming from all over the country to 
join the celebration. Phil Nobel '92 also served 
on the committee. Tim stays in touch with Bruce 
Frauley, who is busy with his job and raising two 
kids with wife Lisa. Lillian Hsu started a new job 
in February as controller for an environmental serv
ices firm in Chicago called EFS National and took 
the kids to Mexico for spring break with husband 
PaulLi '86, ME '88. According to Lillian, "Usually 
1 have nothing interesting to report, but in this 
economy,I feel veryfortunate to have a good job 
and to be able to take vacation!" Ben Morgan 
(North Royalton, OH) is a national liability qual
ity assurance consultant with Farmers Insurance 
and active with CAAAN efforts.student recruitment 
Ben looks forward lo seeing his fraternity broth
ers at reunion again this year and invites friends 
and '91 classmates to stop by Chi Phi. They have 
a large turnout at the house every reunion week
end (regardless of the graduation class or frater
nity affiliation). Ben also enjoys cheering on 
Cornell wrestling at the NCAA championshipsas 
they look to win the national title. He and his wife 
of 17 years have two kids. 

Living in Pennsylvania right near the Crayola 
Factory and Lafayette College is Kristy Bogardus 

Purcell. After Cornell, she went to law school at 
George Washington, clerked for a judge in New 
Jersey, and practiced family law for six years.She 
met her husband on a blind date(the first and 
only). Now she is busy raising two boys and two 
girls ages 9, 8, 6, and 3. "I have such great mem
ories and I miss it so much! It's been forever since 
I was last there. I keep in touch with Nicole 
Scheps Kirsh, Julie Gluck Hirsch, Gloria Godsell, 
and Hallie Goldman Hohner, to name a few." 

Asyou may know, there is a Facebookgroup 
for the Class of 1991. What a great way to stay 
in touch with our classmates and reconnect with 
friends! The group is open to anyone on the Cor
nell network {not just '91 grads); however, you 
do need a Cornell e-mail address to join. Learn 
about our classmates, see old and new photos, 
and stay informed about plans for our next re
union. There are many Cornell groups on Facebook 
(and networks on linkedln). You can relive some 
of your favorite experiences by becoming a "fan" 
of Johnny's Hot Truck, Dunbar's, and the Lynah 
Faithful. Find instructions on the homepage: 
www.facebook.com/group.php?gid-39459233734. 
Wehope to see you on Facebook soon! 

Keep the news coming and we will gliidly share 
it! You can provide updates about work, travels, 
family, 40th birthday celebrations, visits to cam
pus, classmates you've seen or contacted, favorite 
memories,or anything Cornell related (please save 
news of engagements or pregnancies until the 
wedding day or the birth of your child). Contact 
us via e-mail, through the link on our class web
site (http://classof91.alumni.comell.edu), or on 
the news form in our most recent class mailing! 
0 Kathryn Kraus Balks, klk22@cornell.edu; Shar
lyn Carter Heslam, sheslam@berkshirepartners. 
com;Ariane Schreiber Horn, ams14@cornell.edu. 

9 2 Welcome, spring! Here in the 
Northeast,wehad a fairly snowy 
winter, so for the first time in a 

few seasons, I did not regret buying my oldest 
daughter new snow boots! {At least this year she 
wore them more than once!) Also during the win
ter, my husband, Todd Kantorczyk, and I attended 
the Cornell Association of Class Officers (CACO) 
Mid-WinterMeeting here in Philadelphia. We had 
a great time catching up on Cornell news, con
necting with fellow class officers, and basically 
recharging our Cornell spirit! Here's some news 
from your class officers in attendance: Class of 
1992 VP Laurel Beverleymarried Tim Higgins in 
July 2008 and looks forward to starting a family. 
She moved from the Boston area to Cleveland, 
OH, and is now chief of the Dept. of Orthopaedic 
Surgery,Sports Medicine, and Arthroscopy at Kaiser 
Permanentein Cleveland. Allison Bergstrom con
tinues to feed her love of travel and is planning a 
three-and-a-half-week trip "around the world" 
beginning in Tokyo and ending in Madrid. Class 
presidentKaren Mccalley continues to teach Eng
lish in the Boston area and enjoys traveling to see 
friends, It's scary to think about our 20th Reunion, 
but Todd and I are chairs with Ian Kutner, so 
mark your calendars for June 2012! 

Bythe time this column is published you may 
have already heard about it, but the Class of 1992 
plans to host a pre-game alumni event before Red 
Hot Hockey II, the big CU hockey game at Madi
son Square Garden in New York City on November 
28, 2009! Details will be sent via e-mail and post
ed on our class website, http://classof92.alumni. 
cornell.edu, so please keep an eye out. If you 
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need to update your e-mail address with Cornell, 
please visit www.alumni.cornell.edu/update.cf
This game against Boston U. promises to be a 
sellout like the first one in 2007, so don't wait to 
update! Todd and I also enjoy volunteering with 
CAAAN(Cornell Alumni Admissions Ambassador
Network). Talking with potential freshmen has 
been a rewarding experience, yet sometimes un
settling as we realize that today's applicants are 
so much more accomplished than wewere at that 
age! If you are interested in volunteering, please 
visit caaan.admissions.cornell.edu. 

Family physician Kenneth Wollner (Boca Ra
ton, Fl) was nice enough to submit a news update 
online. When prompted, "What is the one thing 
you remember most from your time at Cornell?" he 
answersthat he was the mascot for Cornell's hock
ey team. (Nice work if you can get it!) Kenneth 
was planning a March wedding in Monaco when he 
wrote. Congratulations, Kenneth! Susan Jainchill 
also updated her information online. Susan is a 
landscape architect and urban planner for AKRF
Inc., a NYC-based environmental planning firm. She 
reports that she loves the exciting challenge as 
the first landscape architect in a multi-disciplinar
firm during a time when the focus is turning to 
environmentalconcerns. Susan has children ages 
S and 3 and would like to reconnect with Kirsten 
Lewis, who is married to Dan Bertges '90. 

Facebook has become a surprisingly fun and 
successful way to reconnect with people-like my 
freshman dorm friends Al Berger and Wendy 
Werblin,as well as family near and far. I found my 
friendLizRobbins, who published her first book, 
A Roce Uke NoOther,about the New York City 
Marathon.Liz was a sports writer for the New Yorlc
Timesfor many years, but is now writing breaking 
news for them, mostly online, in addition to biogs. 
Liz has been named to the advisory board of Cor
nellAlumniMogozine.Please check out the #offi
cial" Class of 1992 Facebook group named "Cornell
Class of 1992" (which is different from the "Cor
nell University Class of 1992" group). Confusing!

Also in the news is Michelle Rhee,chancellor
of the Washington, DC, public schools. The #most 
controversialfigure in American public education/ 
she was featured in the November 2008 issues of 
theAtlanticandTimemagazines.Both Michelle and 
Liz have been featured in CamellAlumniMagazine
as well. Liz was in the opening spread in the Au
thors section of the Nov/Dec '08 issue, and 
Michellewas in the opening piece of the Jan/Feb 
'09 Currents section. If you want to re-read the 
articles and don't have the magazines around, just 
go to cornellalumnimagazine.com. In other career 
news, Steven Roosawas named a partner at Reed 
Smith LLP in Princeton, NJ. Steven is a health in
dustry lawyer whose practice includes large, mul• 
ti-party litigation, Medicare reimbursementcases, 
and hospital licensure disputes. Reed Smith is one 
of the 15 largest law firms in the world. I would
n't be a supportive wife if I didn't also report that 
Todd Kantorczyk was once again named a "rising 
star" in Pennsylvania Super Lawyers. Todd is a 
partner at the environmental law firm of Manko
Gold Katcher and Fox LLP in Bala Cynwyd, PA. 

Lastly, Jenny Imgrund Edmondson married 
Rocky Spino in March 2008. Their blended fami
ly includes Rocky's two daughters and Jenny's 
three sons from her marriage to the late and 
beloved Seth Edmondson. Their new home is lo
cated in southern Pennsylvania, where Rocky 
works as a child and adolescent therapist. Please 
send in your news! You can do it electronically
at www.alumni.cornell.edu/classes/class-note

m

 

 

y

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
s

cfm. Thanks! C:IJean Kintisch, jmk226@cornell. 
edu; . Megan Fee Torrance, megan@torranceinc. 
com;Lois Duffy Castellano, LKD2@cornell.edu

9 3 During these dismal economic 
times, our Ithaca remains an 
oasis. The Associated Press re

ports that Ithaca is expected to be one of only 
fiveUS "metropolitan areas# with employment that 
will either stay flat or increase in 2009. Thank you 
for all of your news and updates! We recently re• 
ceived a press release announcing that Jeanine 
Denu Plummer has been named Professor of the 
Year for Massachusetts by the Council for the Ad
vancement and Support of Education. Jeanine is 
an associate professor of civil and environmental 
engineeringand director of the environmental en
gineering program for Worcester PolytechnicInst. 
Congratsalso to Kacey Wong, who participated in 
the 11th Venice Architecture Biennale represent• 
ing Hong Kong. Kacey featured a mobile home 
he designed for homeless people, and artwork en
titled "Drift City," inspired by Cornell's Dragon 

 Day. Esther Semsei Greenhouse, MS '03, who is 
an environmental gerontologist, also celebrated 
an accomplishment:she consulted on the visual 
environment for the nation's first elder-focused 
emergency department. Jann Yogman, and his 
company,NewYeai's Nation, successfully hosted 
simultaneousevents in ten major US cities. Kel
ly Coughlin and husband Greg Woodworth '94 
have re-located their online bakery and specialty 
foods business (www.stonybrookcookie.com) from 
Boston to the Finger Lakes area and have opened 
a bakery in Geneva, NY. 

Manyof our classmates have embarked on new 
career endeavors. Lori Denenberg Herz has joined 
Lehigh U. as a professor in the bioengineering pro· 
gram, and Daniel Lipson is now an assistant pro
fessor of political science at SUNY NewPaltz. Alison 
Ehrmann has started the executive MBA program 
at Columbia U. Michele Ierardi Ferrari was award
ed her PhD in English from the U. of Virginia. Or
thopedic surgeon David Rojer was named medical 
director of the Robert Wood Johnson joint re
placement center at Rahway Hospital in New Jer
sey. Doug Piper has joined Sunrise Capital Partners 
of Solana Beach, CA,as a senior management team 
member.HeatherMclaughlin Puglisi has become 
the director of global worldwide hospitality in the 
worldwidesports and event management dept. of 
Coca-ColaCo. Rachel Markus has relocated from 
London to NYCto work for a large hedge fund. 

Several classmates announced 2008 additions. 
Holly Zax Shuter and husband Rich welcomed 
their second son, Zachary Owen, on March S. In 
May, Julie Reichgott Prieto welcomed third child 
Carmen Elaine, who joins brothers John, 4, and 
Michael,2. On June 19, Chrystyna PasternakPa· 
nycia and husband Bill welcomed Andrew John, 
who joins brother Marko, 2. Daniel Lipson and wife 
Doree welcomed son Benjamin at the end of July. 
Jason Oamsker and wife Sharon welcomed their 
second child, Abigail Sophie, on July 31. That 
same day, Jessica Raab Kadar and her husband 
welcomed son Jonah, who joins big sis Orli. Au
gust was a big month for first-born sons: Christo
pher Miller and wife Lindsay welcomed Charlie; 
Doug Piper and wife Jenny welcomed Benjamin 
Armstrong;and Leon Perkowski and wife Katie 
welcomed Lance Thomas Casimir. 

The following classmatescheckedin from near 
and far. Ryan Crim and family live in New Zea

. land for the year; Christy Loomis McManus and 

husband James live and work on St. John USVI, 
where Christy is a GIS specialist and diver for the 
 VirginIslands National Park and Coral Reef National 
Monument.Jennifer Haley O'Neill and her family 
are stationed in Pearl Harbor, HI, where Jennifer is 
a dermatologistin the US Navy. Karen Jaworski, 
husband Rich, and son Benjamin, 2· 1/2, live in the 
Lower Haight area of San Francisco. Karen works 
in software as a project manager. Greg Coladona
to and wife Maia (Albano) '92 also live in the Bay 
Area, where Greg is at Google. Claudia Humphrey 
Curtis and her family live in Durham, NC, where 
Claudiais senior counsel for Becton, Dickinson and 
Co. Claudia celebrated the 100th anniversary of Al
pha Kappa Alpha sorority along with several oth
er Cornellians. Jennifer Keiser Babb and her family 
reside in Bend, OR, where Jen is a Web developer 
for Tektronix Inc. Dayo Wilson Lanier and family 
live in Gainesville, fl, where Daya is a clinical as
sistant professor in pediatrics at the U. of Aorida 
School of Medicine. She also has a business called 
Pediatric Wellness Consultants, aimed at prevent
ing and treating childhood obesity. Amy Church 
Wood reported that '93 was well represented at 
the Cornell-Harvard football game in October. 

Jody Haynes and her husband live in Seat
tle, where Jody is the general manager of Sera
fina, an Italian restaurant. Beth Kallet lives in NYC 
with husband Mark Neuman and sons Isaac, 3, and 
Caleb,1. Beth is assistant general counsel for the 
New York Daily News. Last but not least, Kirsten 
Lundeberg married Lorin Mueller on Sept. 6, '08. 
Take care and please share. 13Melissa Hart Moss, 
melimoss@yahoo.comMelissa ; Carver Sottile, 
mtcsottile@yahoo.com; and Yael Berkowitz 
Rosenberg, ygbl@cornell.edu. 

9 It's Friday the 13th as I pen the 
latest edition of the Class of '94 
notes. But bythe time you read 

it, there will be only about one month until our 
15th Reunion. Hard to believe! Here's hoping that 
many of you will be there to enjoy the festivities! 

On to the news: Winnie Lee (St. Louis, MO) is 
a cardiothoracic surgeon. Activities include lots of 
running, fine dining, wine tasting, and books. She's 
been thinking about starting her own business
best of Luck! Tamar Magnas is also a doctor-a 
practicing pediatrician in New York. In her free 
time, she likes to scuba dive! Another pediatri· 
cian is Lillianne Perea,who practices in Dorado, 
Puerto Rico, with husband Jose Davila. Lilliane 
"loves being a mom, running, supporting her sister 
throughout her pregnancy," and has recently been 
growingan herb garden. Jillian Goldstein Worth 
(BainbridgeIsland, WA) practices family medicine 
and lives with her 3-year-old son, Eli. 

In the legal field, Brandon Bigelow lives in 
Boston with wife Tracey and three children. Bran
don is counsel at Bingham McCutcheon. Another 
attorney, Greg Gerstenzang, also practices in the 
Boston area-as an intellectual property attorney 
for Lowrie, Lando and Anastisi. He lives with wife 
Helen Cherenkova and son William Frederick,born 
in July 2008. Kristen Crockett Tsarnas has one 
daughter, Chloe. Kristen and husband Alex live in 
Allendale, NJ, after spending 18 months in Lon· 
don as expatriates, and Kristen is spending her 
"free time" furnishing her new home! In the enter
tainment industry, Lisa Deleo (Chicago, IL) is a 
producer for Mr. Big Film (TVcommercialproduc
tion) by day, but "after hours" is in teacher train• 
ing for kundalini yoga in order to teach yoga to 
at-risk youth. 

.
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In a related industry, Matthew Hiltzik is 
building his own business, Hiltzik Strategies LL(, 
a strategic communications and consulting com
pany. Matthew lives in New York City with wife 
Dana. Carol Berman is president of City Girl Me· 
dia, a new public relations firm. Carol lives in 
New York City and has run her first marathon. She 
writes: "Oddly, can't wait to do it again!" Sean 
Alexander, MBA '01 (Hong Kong) is division di• 
rector, Asian equity sales for Macquarie Capital 
Securities Ltd. In his free time, Sean plays rugby 
and runs triathlons. Also far from Ithaca is Bill 
Sullivan, who lives in Colorado and is regional 
sales manager for Culligan Water. 

More new babies: Rachel Gurshman and 
Sunil Srivastava welcomed daughter Reena Eliz· 
abeth in December 2008, joining brother Samuel. 
The family lives in the Atlanta area. Ted Lynch 
and wife Michele (Chatham, NJ) added a second 
daughter, Cara Marie, in November 2008. Big sis
ter Jamie is 4. Carrie Kurtz Turner and husband 
Chris welcomed Lila Elizabeth in October 2008, 
joining big brother Jonah and big sister Rachel; 
Carrie works at Bearing Point in Virginia. Final
ly, Betsy McAfee Wilson writes, "I'm still in 
Rochester at home with my kids. We just had our 
fourth in June-Morgan Smith Wilson was born 
June 8 and she is wonderful! The oldest, Garrett, 
6, loves having three little sisters to lead! We 
love living in Rochester, and this winter has been 
filled with lots of sledding, snowshoeing, skiing, 
and running in the snow! Don't forget to come 
back to upstate New York for REUNION this June! 
Hope to see many of you there!" 

I'm currently senior director, marketing for 
Post Foods LLC. Post was split off from Kraft last 
year and now we are owned by Ralcorp Holdings, 
makers of private label cereal. snacks, and frozen 
breakfast items. Our offices moved to Parsippany, 
NJ, and with that, I've a new e-mail address
please note. Thanks for your news! t:1Jennifer 
Rabin Marchant, Jennifer.Marchant@postfoods. 
com; Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik, dmp5@cornell. 
edu; Oika Lam, dikaweb@yahoo.com. 

As I write this installment of our 
class news from a hotel room in 
Philadelphia during the annual 

Cornell Association of Class Officers' (CACO) Mid
Winter Meeting, I am pondering two recent 
events. One, this meeting. The other, the inaugu
ration of President Obama just a few weeks ago. 
Both have left powerful impressions on me that I 
wanted to share briefly before delving into class• 
mates' updates. I'll start first with the inaugura
tion. What a powerful day to live in our nation's 
capital, as husband Matt French, ME '96, and I do. 
This was a day to which we'd been looking forward 
for some time. And yet, our experiences differed 
greatly. Matt met up with friends (among them, 
Greg Lavine '97) in a throng nearly 2 million 
strong in the open access area of the Mall, watch• 
ing from Jumbotrons and trying to keep warm. As 
for me ... well, as some of you already know from 
my Facebook updates that day, I had been Hfortu• 
nateH enough (so I thought) to obtain a ticket, 
which, alas, got me as far as an unmoving line by 
the now-infamous "Purple Gate," through which I 
never passed. I missed the whole thing (feel free 
to e-mail me for a full account). Through the 
power of social networking, I later discovered other 
classmateswho met a similar fate, namely Jennifer 
Keene and Evan Goldman. This made me curious 
to find out about others' experiences. I know 

classmates traveled from near and far to D.C. that 
week, Elizabeth Leff from New York and Mayank 
Thanawala from San Jose, to name just two. What 
about others? Any stories to share? 

Regardlessof my personal outcome that day, 
it's always inspiring to hear such a powerfulmes
sage of change, and to be part of something big
ger than oneself. Toa smaller degree, that is also 
what I felt this weekend at CACO.More than 600 
alums, from the classes of '31 through '09, plus 
some current students, came together to learn 
about new developments on campus and in alum
ni affairs, solidify plans for reunion and other class 
events, hear President Skorton speak. and honor 
an alumnus from the Class of 1943 for his contri
butions (including authoring 400 class columns!). 
Tome, gatherings like this always exemplify what 
being a Cornellian is all about. And with that, it's 
time to announce that we are officially one year 
from our 15th Reunion, June 10-13, 2010! We are 
soliciting ideas on how to make it the best we've 
had. Lisa Powell Fortna (lisafortna@yahoo.com) 
and Eva Loh (EDL2@cornell.edu) are our reunion 
chairs and would love to hear from YOU. What 
events would you like to see? What needs will 
you have? Are you interested in getting involved 
in classmate outreach or planning/running an 
event? Let us know! We hope some of the fol
lowing folks will be among the classmates join
ing us on the Hill next year. 

Adam Getz ( agetz@southportsg.com) start
ed a new job with Southport Services Group as a 
practice manager. In this role, he is responsible 
for growing a professional services organization 
focusingon business intelligence implementations 
as well as starting partnerships with both Oracle 
and Business Objects. Mindy Goodman Sickle 
(mgood73@yahoo.com)gave birth to son Spencer 
on Oct. 18, '08-a very good date as far as your 
columnist, his birthday twin, is concerned. Mindy, 
who works in drug safety for a small life sciences 
consulting firm and lives with her family on Man
hattan's Upper West Side, writes, "Mommy and 
Daddy are ecstatic and exhausted-and Preston, 
5, and Jordyn, 3, are enjoying their new brother." 

BillSawyer(bill@wrsawyer.com) Jen•married 
nifer Cho in Laguna Beach, CA,on November 15. 
Guests included Sam Yen, Martin Snyder, and Ju
venal Marchisio. Juvenal Gmarchi100@aol.com) 
is a brand manager at Prestige Brands in Haworth, 
NJ, where he spends his time playing football and 
basketball and looking after his 20-month-old 
son, Christian. Jennifer and Bill live and work in 
the San Francisco Bay Area, where Bill is em
ployed as an equity research analyst. Also in the 
Bay Area, celebrating the first anniversary of his 
June 2008 wedding to Carmen Mendez, is Bren
dan Visser (bvisser@stanford.edu), an assistant 
professor of surgery at Stanford. Brendan's focus 
is on liver, pancreatic, and biliary surgery in the 
Divisionof Surgical Oncology. Kim Miller married 
Lex Beres in a private ceremony on Maui on Sep
tember 7. Writes Kim, "Lex is a veterinarian, and 
since I work for PetSmart corporate, we are all 
about the pets! Our brood currently includes one 
dog, two birds, two kitties at home, and three 
more kitties at his clinic." 

Last but not least, announcing the birth of son 
Owen Tai, was Philip Peters, MD '00 (pjpeters@ 
cdc.gov),a physician specializing in infectious dis
ease medicine and doing HIV research and pre
vention at the Centers for Disease Control in 
Atlanta, GA. Philip and wife Jen Soong'98 say 
that Owen is "looking forward to visiting Ithaca 
and enrolling in the Class of 2030!" Perhaps the 

whole family will get that chance next June. 1:1 
Alison Torrillo French, amt7@cornell.edu; Abra 
Benson Perrie, amb8@cornell.edu. Class website, 
http://classof95.alumni.cornell.edu. 

In August 2008 David, MD '01, 
and Lauren Kalter Hass (Orange, 
CT) gave their children (Saman

tha and Ethan) the ultimate gift-a brother/ 
partner-in-crime named Jordan Eli. Daveis a 
gastroenterologist and Lauren consults for Busi
ness Council for Peace, a nonprofit that helps 
women entrepreneurs in countries emerging from 
war (e.g., Rwanda, Afghanistan) build small busi• 
nesses. Fellow nonprofiteerRob Reid (Chicago,IL) 
discovered that he is half-Polish-Rob's account 
of his genealogical research trip to Poland can be 
found at http://blogs.bootsnall.com/RTree/. Since 
2000, Rob has been the database coordinator/ 
developer for Prevent Child Abuse America, a na
tional organization that builds awareness, provides 
education, and inspires hope to "everyone involved 
in the effort to prevent the abuse and neglect of 
our nation's children." Krishna Collie keeps busy 
as a "consultant to the National Institutes of 
Health working on an artificial intelligence im
plementation with structured and unstructured 
data," and lives in Washington, DC, with wife 
Chevanniese Smith '94 and a son (born October 
2008). After earning a law degree from Villanova 
U., Suzette Posada moved to Miami. Suzette is 
bravely battling multiple sclerosis and is eager 
to reconnect with old friends via e-mail (suzette 
posada@yahoo.com).Liam O'Mahony is in busi
ness school at Arizona State U. and works in mar• 
keting and advertising for the City of Chandler 
(AZ) Community Services Dept. 

Still practicing labor law as a partner for the 
SeyfarthShawfirmin Boston is KristaGreen Pratt. 
Krista has spent much of her time representing pro 
bono a young sexual assault victim and her fam
ily who were sued for malicious prosecution and 
defamation by the alleged rapist Earlier this year, 
Krista argued an appeal in this case before Mass
achusetts' highest court-a verdict is expected in 
mid-2009. Witnessing the creation of an interna
tional metropolis from the ground up is Alexander 
Sapundshiev, MBA '99, who lives in Dubai with 
his family (including two children). Alexander 
(ass7 _99@yahoo.com) keeps busy "asset manag
ing" hotel and real estate investments in the Mid• 
die East and North Africa and would love to catch 
up with fellow Cornellians in the area. Budding 
salsa/merengue dancer Alisa Yang is a geriatric 
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physicianin Pasadena, CA. Math teacher and moth
er of boys ages 4 and 2, VeronicaVasquezavoids 
sales taxes by living in Wilmington, DE, where she 
writes questions for the General Educational De
velopment (GED) examination. Jessica Elsinger 
Somerfeld gave birth to her first child, Jake, in 
July 2008. Jessica and Jake are in close touch 
withJennifer Tishman Willey and son Tyler, 4. 

Alpesh Patel, a professorof orthopaedic sur
gery at the U. of Utah, reports the February 2009 
arrival of twin boys, Aryan and Ashym. Quite un
derstandably, Alpesh and wife Angela are "both 
thrilled, (but] really nervous about the whole ex
perience." In roughly the same boat are Lauren 
GoodmanWilliamsand husband Mike,who wel
comed son Tanner Devin and daughter Leah Rose 
in December 2008. The Williams family (which in
cludes big brother Brady, 2) is headquartered out 
of a "fun but hectic household in Northern Vir
ginia." Lauren is a senior attorney for the Dept. of 
Laborspecializingin occupational safety and health 
issues, and Mike is a finance manager at the Fed
eral Aviation Administrationsupporting collective 
bargaining negotiations. After stints in England 
and Illinois, Danielle Hecht Oetker, DVM'01, and 
husbandKyle, MBA '00, are learning to cope with 

the "brutally cold winters" of Fargo, ND, with son 
Dylan, 2, and twins Maya and Nathan, born in Oc
tober 2008. Among Danielle's Cornellmementosis 
a 12-year-olddog rescued from the Ithaca SPCA. 

Lastly,an e-mail from Jed Sonnenshein an
nouncing the February 2009 birth of son Oscar 
was accompanied by a snapshot of the happy 
family (including new mom Ruth) leaving the hos
pital for their Los Angeles home. Jed, no doubt 
mindful of the fact that photographs of that day 
would be viewed thousands of times by future 
generations of his family, chose to wear a royal 
blue T-shirt bearing the logo of Corlett Movers, a 
family-runbusiness based in Cleveland. The beau
ty of Jed's decision is that he has zero connec
tion to either the moving company or Cleveland.
Rather, he acquired the T-shirt for less than $5.00 
from one of the handful of Champion FactoryOut
let stores that anchored downtrodden strip malls 
in upstate New York towns during the 1990s. For 
those in the know, Champion FactoryOutletswere 
a reliable pipeline of overproduced T-shirts, mesh 
shorts, and hooded sweatshirts bearing irrelevant 
and/or cagily obscure logos, names, and numbers. 
In many ways, the T-shirts are reflections of pop
ulist America: commemorations of a Texas high 

school cheerleading camp, a wrestling tournament 
held annually in honor of a dead coach, a small 
Lutheran college in Minnesota, a pharmacy'san
nual company picnic. Lessons learned from Cham
pion Factory Outlet shopping binges in the 
mid-1990sare newly relevant in these challeng
ing economic times: maximization of existing re
sources and the embracing of extreme value. 
Happy spring! C:IRon Johnstone, raj6@cornell. 
edu; Carin Lustig Silverman, CDL2@cornell.edu; 
Courtney Rubin, cbr1@cornell.eduClass . web
site, http://classof96.alumni.cornell.edu. 

 gi] Looking back, this time of year 
was always fun at Cornell. Slope 
Day, end of classes (finals too

ugh!), Senior Week, graduation-all great mem
ories from our time on the Hilt. What new mem
ories have your classmates been creating? Read 
on to see ... 

John Ontiveros (john_ontiveros@hotmail. 
com; San Francisco, CA) has been busy scuba 
diving (great memories of that I'm sure!), work
ing, and raising a family with wife Gloria Corral. 
John is an attorney for Jackson Lewis LLP in the 

area of workplace law. His best Cor
nell memory is time spent at the 
ILR school. He would love to hear 
fromHadar Shapir. David Tipton 
(the_tiptons@comcast.net) says 
his best memory from Cornell was 
getting engaged. David and wife 
Donna (Paribello) live in suburban 
Chicago, where David attends busi
ness school at the U. of Chicago 
while working as a VP in human re
sources, channel sales and market
ing for Pepsi Americas. David and 
Donna have kids Brett, 5, and Ella, 
3. Additionally, David must have 
wonderfulmemoriesof the places he 
was able to travel in his previous 
position at his company, including 
Budapest, Vienna, Prague, Munich, 
and London, to name a few. When 
asked who he would most like to be 
in touch with, David said Facebook 
and Linkedln have helped him keep 
in touch with just about everyone! 

Michael Davis (michael_a_ 
davis@ml.com;New York, NY) has 
been creating memories complete
ly different from those made at 
Cornell: he runs his own private 
banking team at Merrill Lynch
something he calls a "far cry from 
my Natural Resources days at Cor
nell." Michael and wife Jennifer 
{Wilson) '99 are busy with infant 
son Benjamin, which leads Michael 
to say that one of the things he 
would rather be doing now is sleep· 
ing! Michael still has time to par
ticipate in tae kwon do, cycling, and 
an occasional workout; he would 
like to hear from Chris Wilkens or 
Melissa Ahl Lonks. Updatingus from 
Iowa (lots of memories of corn?) is 
Sunny Kim (sunnykimmd@yahoo. 
com), a specialist in physical reha-
bilitation medicine with a special in· 
terest in pain management. Sunny 
and spouse Yunjung Kim keep busy 
with their daughter and pet Yorkies 

Dairy Queen 
Meg Schader '98 

I
n the dairy sections of several dozen Upstate New York grocery stores sit cartons of Wake 
Robin Farm yogurt, available in plain, vanilla, and maple. They were delivered by Meg 
Schader, who also helped milk the 

cows, process the yogurt, glue on the 
labels, and seal the shipping boxes. 
The budding brand, which sold about 
60,000quart-sized cartons last year, is 
produced entirely on Schader's forty
five-acre homestead west of Syracuse. 
"It's just my husband, myself, and 
one employee," she says "I have a 
hand in everything that goes on, from 
start to finish." 

The yogurt recipe, which Schader 
developed through trial and error, 
comprises only a handful of ingredi
ents. The whole milk, cream-on-top 
yogurt is processed some 200 feet 
from the milking parlor, and the 
product is distributed within days of 
being made. Each batch is unique, 
determined by the season and which 
cow's milk was used. Says Schader: 
"I compare it to an artisan cheese." 
In fact, she is currently expanding 
her wares to include cheeses, such 
as a farmstead cheddar and a variety 
unique to Wake Robin Farm that she 
calls "grasiago." "It's based on the 
recipe for an asiago that is made in 
the high mountains of Italy," she says. "We've never been there, so we don't know if it's 
true to form. But it's a good cheese and people like it, so that's all that matters. " 

- Zak Failla 
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while Sunny fondly remembers Dragon Day from his 
time on the Hill. In upstate New York, Susan Betz 
Jitomir, JD '00 (lawyer@betzjitomirs.com) co
hosts the "Coleman and Company" television show. 
In her day job, Susan is the managing partner of 
a law firm and a town justice. She also serves as 
a member of the NYS Bar Association Criminal 
Justice Executive Committee. Scott Hatherley 
(shatherl@mac.com) sent news of the October 
2008 birth of his second son, Dylan Patrick. Con
gratulations, Scott, and welcome, Dylan! 

Makesure you check out the Class of '97 
group on Facebook and don't forget to visit our 
class website at http://classof97 .alumni.cornell. 
edu to submit an update for a future column. We 
want to hear from you! l3 Sarah Deardorff Carter, 
sjd5@cornell.eduErica ; Broennle Nelson, ejb4@ 
cornell.edu. 

Hello, Class of '98! It makes me 
happy to think that as I write 
this column in freezing cold 

February,you will be reading it in May-and the 
warmer days will be here. This was an especially 
snowy winter and it brings me back to our Itha
ca days. Remember when getting from College
town to Martha Van seemed like way too big a 
hike in the cold? We evenbussed it sometimes! 
First up is wedding news: On Sept. 14, '08, Eliz
abeth Dewey, MBA '06, married Baris Efe, MBA 
'05. Elizabeth is director of consumer marketing 
at Oxygen and lives in New York City. Thad Paul 
and Jane Terrell '02 were married in October in 
Alexandria. VA. There were 16 Cornellians in at
tendance. Congrats to all of you. 

Our class family continues to grow. Jim and 
Kathy Scully leiz welcomed daughter Juliette 
Hope on March 12, 2008. Teresa Reeves Bernstein 
writes that she and husband Bob are "loving eveiy 
minute" with son Walter Maddox, born Sept. 8, '08. 
Sara Leeder and husband Todd Bonin welcomed 
son Joah Marshall on Sept. 14, '08. On Oct. 5, 
'08, Eleanor Doris was born to Suzie Ariyaratana 
Noronha and husband Gary '95. Matthew West 
writes that he is "the happiest I've ever been" 
because he and wife Hallie had their first child, 
Emma Bree, on Nov. 10 '08. Rita Doyle Pederson 
and husband Jay welcomed William Michael on 
Dec. 28, '08. William was greeted by big brothers 
Jack, 3, and Tom, 2, who have already made it to 
their first Cornell hockey game. Rita and her fam
ily watched Cornell beat Princeton in November
2008. Go Big Red! Jay Billings and wife Kelly keep 
busy with three kids as well: Steele, 4, Sawyer, 3, 
and Banks, I. Jay writes that he's "keeping it real, 
trolling Facebook, and hanging out with Matt '99 
and Emily Bourque Burks '99." Starting out our 
2009 additions, Emily Lobel Kameros and hus
band Dean welcomed Gabriel lane on Jan. 8. 
Keep the baby news coming! 

Janelle Miau (Los Angeles, CA) didn't need 
any warming up this winter. She is getting her 
MFAat the California Inst. of the Arts. She wrote 
reminiscing fondly about grocery cart racing at 
Wegmans,cliff jumping, and "Eva Badowska's de
constructionist literary theory reading group." 
Also keeping warm is Agnes Galvez, the health 
programsadvisor at the College of Southern Neva
da. Agnes is also a PhD student at UNLV, studying 
educational leadership with an emphasis in work
place learning and performance. Michal Tracz is a 
nephrologyfellow at the Mayo Clinic, spending free 
time with wife Ana and their kids. Michal writes 
that he would rather be backpacking through 

 

Polynesia, even with the kids in tow. Ortho
dontist Douglas Palaganas (Wantagh. NY) says 
that he'd rather be playing more golf! Cynthia 
Edwards-Hawver,a psychologist in private prac
tice at the U. of Scranton, writes that she and 
husband Michael would rather be traveling to Eu
rope or someplace warm. We hear ya! 

Josh and Penny Kramer Hecht are busy in 
NYCwith daughters Ella, 1, and Bailey, 4. Josh is 
getting an EMBAat Columbia and Penny is a 
mortgage broker at the Manhattan Mortgage Co. 
Steven Gargano is a CPA and managing director 
of the Mariner Investment Group in Harrison, NY. 
Anyeley Dzegede Hallova and husband Ed live in 
Portland, OR, where Anyeley is the development 
manager at Gerding Edlen Development. Karyn 
Rothenberg (Hoboken, NJ) is a national account 
manager for Energizer Personal Care. Many of us 
saw Rachel Vreeman on television in December. 
Her research was published in the BritishMedical 
Jaumaland got a lot of press. We were able to 
see her on "Good Morning America"and the "CBS 
Evening News," where she dispelled some widely 
accepted medical myths. My favorites: sugar does 
not make children hyper, you cannot cure a hang
over, and you do not lose excessive heat from 
your head. Her television appearances can be 
seen on the Web at www.abcnews.go.com/video
playerindex?id-6496642and www.cbsnews.com/
video/watch/?id-46764 77n. Congratulations, 
Rachel! Please continue to send news-we look 
forward to hearing from you! l3 Karen Dorman 
Kipnes, kld8@cornell.edu; Molly Darnieder 
Bracken,mbd4@cornell.eduand ; Uthica Jinvit, 
udj1@cornell.edu. 
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9 Kelwin Harris, BArch '99, sends 
greetings and best regards to 
friends and classmates: "Life has 

been full of adventure since I graduated from AAP 
in '99. I spent sometime on the West Coast work
ing in Santa Monica after completing grad school 
at Harvard's Graduate School of Design and later 
returned to my hometown of Chicago, where I 
worked on Mayor Daley's staffas a liaison helping 
to reimagine Chicago's public housing stock. After 
a brief stint founding a start-up company in Cam
bridge with a professor and investor at Harvard, I 
returned to Chicago to work in the nonprofit sec
tor.I am excited to share that I recently took over 
as executive director of a great nonprofit commu
nity organization on the south side of Chicago 
called the Beloved Community. Our mission is to 
make strategic financial and programmatic invest
ments in our community that will stimulate its 
long-term growth and stability. We do this by pro
viding after-school programs to a number of pub
lic school students and helping small businesses in 
our area grow. Notably, we look forward to taking 
a group of public school students on an Ivyleague 
tour that includes Cornell later this year. You can 
learn more about us at: www.belovedcommunity 
chicago.org.You can also find us on Facebook. I'd 
like to involve anyone who's interested in sup
porting efforts like this, as there are a number of 
opportunities to directly impact this community. 
I look forward to reconnecting with you!" 

Steve Rockwell got married in Panama to his 
bride Julissa Pinto De Gracia. He met Julissa as lie 
was finishing his MBA at MIT. Steve now works as 
the executive director for Management Consulting 
Services. Other Cornell grads on hand for his wed
ding included Ben Perry, Matthew Ticknor, Kety 
Esquivel '97, and Garrett Baird. Philipp Meyer 

toured the countiy this spring promoting his new 
book, which was released in February 2009. 
AmericanRustis the stoiy of two friends, just out 
of high school, involved in a killing in the Rust 
Belt of Western Pennsylvania. Although this trip 
took Philipp across the country, he is living, once 
again, just outside Ithaca. 

There've been some work changes: Maggie 
Mellon moved to Portland for a change of pace in 
late 2007. Since then, she started working in the 
Internet marketing department for Xerox. Yourcor
respondentmade his own change since thelast re
port. I became the Eastern Pennsylvania director 
for Clean Water Action, an organization that has 
been defending the environment since the creation 
of the Clean Water Act in 1972. I manage the pro
gram staff in Philadelphia, Allentown, and Har
risburg. Abass Kamara has finished up his tenure 
with Pennsylvania's GovernorEd Rendell, for whom 
he has worked since the first campaign in 2002. 
In December 2008, he became the director of gov
ernment relations for the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
Abass is excited both to finally return to his home
town and to be working on behalf of Cornell's fa. 
vorite sport. Not that living in Harrisburg wasn't 
non-stop laughs or anything ... 

Our thanks to Natalie Bridgeman, who gets 
/ us caught up on several classmates via Facebook: 
 "Here's the newsfrom the Bay Area about a group 
of '99ers. I attended the wedding of laura Kelley 
and Adrian Cavalieri a few months ago. They live 
in Germany now, but celebrated the wedding in 
Laura's and my hometown, Santa Cruz. I've been 
enjoying having Eve Moscato and Bryan Walker 
living nearby in San Francisco after their wedding 
last May. As for me, I'm heading to D.C. to teach 
an international law course at AmericanU.,Wash
ington College of law at the beginning of the sum
mer (where I'll visit with classmate Jonathan 
Matloff) and then to London for a few months 
for my work on multilateral developmentbank ac
countability. I'm also continuing to litigate hu
man rights and environmental cases in US courts 
with clients like the indigenous Achuar group of 
Northern Peru (suing Occidental Petroleum for 
toxic torts) and Jose Padilla (suing John Yoo for 
the torture memos that caused Padilla's detention 
and abuse)." 

Have news to share? Contact Melanie or me at: 
S BradyRussell bradydale@thistoowillpass.com; 
and Melanie Grayce West, mga6@comell.edu. 

0 lots of news, so no time for 
small talk. let's go! Seth 
Cochran, ME '01, left his fi-

nance career in March '08 to start up a social en
terprise focused on obstetric fistula, a frequent 
outcomeof pregnancy in developing countries;Seth 
is the founder and executive director of Opera
tionOF.Although currently in Berlin, he is setting 
up shop on three continents! Seth doesn't really 
have that much free time any more, but he did get 
to enjoy the Christmasmarkets of Bertin and is also 
still managing to get out to the wine country. Re
cently, Seth has been bying to raise funds for a pi
lot program in Uganda. He has also started to build 
his national organization in Uganda. Seth, you're 
amazing-so much luck to you! Also abroad, Matt 
Cinelli (Singapore) works as a brand manager for 
Procter& Gamble'sAsian business sector. His wife, 
Lynn (D'Silva), ME '01, works in supply chain for 
Merck, also in Singapore. They are both learning 
more about Asia and the world through this ex
pat assignment. They love spending time with 
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daughters Amanda, Sophia, and Isabella at the 
pool, enjoying year-round, 85-degree weatl1er. 
I'm jealous. 

Here in New York, Ellen PochPachnanda is a 
criminal defense attorney at the Legal Aid Society 
in Westchester County.In her spare time, she vol· 
unteers for New York Cares (www.nycares.org) and 
works on political campaigns, both local and na
tional, She is doing really wel~ but definitely miss
es cheering on the Big Red at our fan-friendly 
Cornell hockey games. Also in the Big Apple, Sasha 
Pinero Wells manages the volunteer program at the 
NationalMS Society. The NYC chapter engages more 
than 2,500 volunteers for various events. Sasha 
misses the good or days meditating by Beebe Lake, 
but has found new hobbies to occupy her free 
time-dabbling in abstract art and spending time 
with husband Eric Wells and their beautiful kitty, 
Mojo. She has been pretty occupied lately planning 
a trip to London and working on her application 
to become a certified volunteer administrator. 

Any docs in the house? VanessaRichlinLon
don soon will be. She is a resident in dermatology 
out in California. When she's not in the hospital, 
Vanessa plays volleyball, runs, and does tae-bo. 
Andrea Clark Yowpa (Buffalo, NY) is a small an
imal veterinarian. She and husband John have 
mostly been working and taking care of their son, 
Ian Carter, but are loving every minute! Also a vet, 
Zareen Mistry is a general practitioner emergency
veterinarian in Red Bank, NJ. Class council mem· 
ber Judy Seltzer (Gainesville, fl) also worked as 
a vet in Red Bank-Cornellians are everywhere! 

Jonathan Bender is not your ordinary grad 
student at Central Michigan U. He is earning a 
maste~s in choral conducting and finally getting 
to do what he loves-teaching swing dance! Check
out Jonathan at: www.swingmidmichigan.com
Ernst Valery, MPA'01, is now the president of EVI 
Corp., where he works on affordable housing de· 
velopment and private equity. He and wife Dana 
Lynn live in Baltimore, MD.John Fogarty is the di· 
rector of Wal-Mart store innovation. He has moved 
from Allentown, PA, to Bentonville, AR, and is the 
coach of the Bentonville High School wrestling 
team.JosephTucceri is the VP of sales at JTS Ma
chinery and Supply Co. He and wife Stephanie live 
in Willoughby, OH. Joe spends his free time play
ing softball, football, basketball, and darts. Wendy
StevensLarson and husband Ryan live in Hutto, 
TX. Wendy is anassociate at Pirkey Barber, where 
she is one of their trademark attorneys. 

Beth Taylor Parker is a senior scientist at 
Hartford Hospital's Dept of Preventive Cardiology
She and husband Brooksmoved from Pennsylva·
nia to Connecticut in July '08. They are happily 
raising their chiWren Tess, 3, and Reid, 1. Anoth
er new mother, Jen Bartos McGowanand hubby 
Brendan welcomed their second darling, .Shelby
Ann, on Nov.6, '08. Their daughter Jackie, 2, 
loves being a big sis. Jen is the owner of www.
jackieshatbox.com and is extremely involved in 
volunteer projects in her community. Make sure 
you all check out her website while you're pro· 
crastinating at work one of these days-her hats 
are fabulous! And if anyone else out there has 
an awesome new business to announce, please 
share! We love hearing from you, and we love 
writing for you! t3 Andrea Chan, amc32@cornel
edu; Christine Jensen Weld, ckj1@cornell.edu

Happy spring, Class of 2001 ! It's 
amazing to think that it's been 
eight years since graduation. There0 

have been so many life changes for all of us! 
Check out what's new with your classmates: 

Since graduation, Jacqui Barnard earned her 
MBAand now works in consulting for Deloitte. 
She was married on February 8, in Austin, TX, to 
Reagan Scott Kneese of Houston. Farish Ense
nat, Elizabeth McPhaul, andJessica Rasmussen 
were among her bridesmaids, and a slew of Cor
nell people attended. Congratulations to Paul 
Bednarczyk,who married Laura Torres '02 in 
San Antonio, TX, on April 12, '08. They live in St. 
Louis Park, MN, where Paul works as a business 
consultant in the enterprise talent office for 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Congratulations 
to Abigail Westervelt, who married Joseph Mar
nell on .Sept. 21, '08. She met Joseph at Cornell 
in 2001 while he was serving an externship from 
the Culinary Inst. of America with Cornell Cater
ing (CIA grad in December '01). 

Congratulations to Toby and Jennifer Mer
chant on the birth of twin daughters Pyper and 
Brenna. Erin Tobin lives in Brooklyn, NY, and 
works as an attorney. She also had a great 
achievement: Erin and her freshman-year room
mate, Erin Colling, ran the Seattle Marathon on 
Dec. 30, '08. Also in the NYC area, Matt Brown 
has been working as the supervisor of the Soil 
and Water Lab at the Central Park Conservancy in 
Central Park. In his spare time he's been biking, 

 hiking, at the cinema, and drag racing. 
David Baharvar earned his JD from Harvard 

in 2005 and recently joined the law firm Thomp· 
son Hine LLP as an associate in the firm's corpo· 
rate transaction and securities practice group in 
the New York office. He had formerly worked as 
an associate with Reed Smith LLP. Brooke Hafets 

 lives in Park City, UT, and works as a catering sales 
. manager.She has been busy skiing, horseback rid
ing, volunteering for National Ability Center, camp· 
ing, hiking, and rafting. Alice Chan works as the 
creative director of Brangredi and works on the 
branding, concept development, marketing, and 
distributionof jewelry products worldwide. She mar
ried Brian Wang in October 2008. She has recently 
been traveling between Hong Kong and Shanghai. 

Joanna Samuelson (Ashford,CT)is director 
of knowledge exchange for First Pioneer Farm 
Credit.Hillary Schackai is a garden outreach co

 ordinator for Longue Vue House & Gardensin New 
Orleans,LA.Sophie Aiyer writes that she's living 
in Charlottesville and getting her PhD at the U. 
of Virginia. JessicaRacinesBrandt checks in from 
Easton, PA, where she and husband Jeremy live. 

. Jessica works as a Spanish teacher. 
 So what's new in your lives? Any exciting 

trips? New job? Grad school? Weddings? Babies? 
Let us know. E-mail us at classof2001@cornell.
edu. We hope that all is well with each of you

 and let us know about it! S Lauren Wallach 
Hammer, LEWl 5@cornell.edu; and Trina Lee, 

 TKL6@cornell.edu. 

Spring is finally here and I have 
the urge to exercise again, which 
does great things for my iPod 

exercise 
02

playlist. Duffy, Jay-Z, and Studio Ehave 
been recent adds. Who's on your list? Don't be shy. 

L Washington,DC-basedattorney Adam Tope writes 
. that he is "advising Brett Owens '03 and his start

up company, Chrometa.com, out in Sacramento 
with the development of a unique software program
that automatically tracks computer usage so that 
attorneys, accountants, and the like can easily 

 track their billable hours. Cornellians at Chrometa

include JP Ren '07, Saurin Pandya, MBA '89, and 
Pete Ballotta '00. A serial entrepreneur whose 
own launches include PennyHost.com, Adam ad
Vises private equity and hedge fund sponsors and 
investors through his day job as an associate with 
the global law firm Akin Gump Strauss Hauer and 
Feld LLP. 

From the land of the '49ers, Sadia Afzal (San 
Francisco, CA) is a marketing manager at Charles 
Schwabbyday; she enjoys soccer, dining out, kick
ball, running, and rock-climbing in the evening and 
on weekends-there's nothing else she'd rather be 
doing. 'Tm very happy living and working in San 
Fran, though would love to travel more." Her best 
memoriesfrom Cornell includeSlope Day, road trips, 
sledding down Libe Slope, Uris library, a cappella 
groups, Collegetown, movies at Willard Straight, 
and guest lectures. I think that captures just about 
everything!Paul Huwe is working on his PhD in 
physics at Brown U. Beth Schaub is a veterinar
ian in Maryland. 

Of course we always have decent represen
tation from the big city! Daniel Rocco DiCapite 
wrote from NYC, where he opened a "high-end de
sign studio specializing in Web design, consulting, 
and strategy." Daniel misses the days and nights 
at Alpha Delta Phi and wants to get in touch with 
Jordan Tarry. Christina Schiavoni is director of 
the global movements program for World Hunger 
Year, a NYC-basedNGOinvolved in work on food 
and agriculture policy and advocacy. "My main 
focus is food sovereignty," she writes. After 
hours, Christina focuses on community-support
ed agriculture, Latin American solidarity, and 
African dance. 

Many classmates have been successfully mak
ing a living abroad. ''I've seen a lot of Nikki 
Kalbing in London, lately; we've been catching 
up," writes London-based archaeologist and gar
den historian Elizabeth Macaulay Lewis. "I've fin
ished my DPhil in classical archaeology at Oxford 
and have been lecturing on Roman art and Pom
peii at Royal Holloway, U. of London." Just across 
the Channel, Wei-Chun Lin volunteers with the 
Cornell Club of France. She's been busy these last 
two years: she defended her dissertation on the 
"deformationand fracture of crosslinked polymer 
gels" at Northwestern U ., moved,studied intensive 
French, and has been a postdoc since October 
2007 at the Ecole Superieur de Physique et Chimie 
Industrielles."I'vevisited Zhuoyan Cai '01, Emi
ly Elahi (in Casablanca), and my family (in Copen
hagen) and had a random run-in with Yetunde 
Oshodi '00 in Madrid, only to find that she lives 
in Paris, too, and runs apartment rentals here." 

Enjoy the rest of spring, and make sure to 
send word about how you plan to spend your sum· 
mer. Write one of us at the following addresses 
and we'll share your news in a future column. e 
Carolyn Deckinger, skicatll@gmail.com; Jeffrey 
Barker,jrb41@cornell.edu. 

3 
Hello, Class of 2003! Hope 
you're having a good start to 
your spring. Just this time last 

year we were getting ready for our 5th Reunion. 
So much has happened in a year-we have a new 
Presidentin the White House, another class of Cor· 
nellians is graduating. and many of you are mov· 
ing on to new and exciting opportunities. Meghan 
Nutting has received her MPA from the Woodrow 
Wilson School of Public and Int'l Affairs at Prince· 
ton U. Andrew Altfest completed his MBA from 
ColumbiaU.Christopher Hsu is also in business, 
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as a junior portfolio manager at Bank of America. 
LizEdwards,MBA'08, wrote, "While waiting for 
my dream job to come along (it did!), I moved to 
Napa, CA, to learn how to make wine (working 
for a Cornell alum, of course!)-resume-worthy, 
but mainly just because it's something I really 
wanted to know how to do. Just when I was start
ing to get settled in and enjoying my newfound 
West Coast lifestyle, I was asked to come back to 
NYCto work for the same company I had interned 
for a year before, William Grant& Sons (Glenfid
dich, Balvenie, Hendrick's Gin, Sailor Jerry Rum, 
Stoli ... ). Since October, I've been the brand man
ager on Milagro Tequila, living in Manhattan, and 
finally getting back in touch with all myundergrad 
friends!" Sounds like a fun time, Liz. Perhaps 
you'll share some of your wine/tequila insider tips 
with us in a future update! 

Greg Fodor, ME '04, is also in the business 
world. He and Jason Davis (along with Isaac 
Oates, MBA '07) founded a company last year 
called Adtuition. Learn more about what they do 
at adtuition.com. Our classmates are also filling 
in the ranks of law firms across the country. Anne 
Maria Pfeffer joined the Philadelphia office of 
Stradley Ronon Stevens and Young LLP. Matthew 
Fiorovanti is an attorney at Giordano Halleran & 
Ciesla in New Jersey. Ashley Risner is on the oth
er side of the country, where she notes that her 
day job is being an attorney. In her free time she 
has traveled to Alaska and Whistler, BC; she com
petes in horse shows and plays in a co-ed soccer 
league. Matthew McIntyre is also on the West 
Coast and was recognized by Pasadenamagazine 
as one of the top 40 people under 40 years old 
("40 under 40"} published in the February 2009 
issue. This was in part because of success as a re
altor and in part because of his dedication to lo
cal philanthropic activities as a docent at the 
Gamble House and as a member of the Tourna
ment of Roses Association. BethAltshuler lives 
in and bicycles around the San Francisco Bay Area 
and loves it. She is in the second year of a dual 
maste(s program at UC Berkeley in city and re
gional planning and public health, studying how 
city planning interventions can reduce health dis
parities, foster social cohesion, and reduce envi
ronmental hazards in disadvantaged communities. 

Two Cornell '03 love stories to report on: Nina 
Kryuk shared news of her marriage to Omitry 
Grigoriev. And Stephanie Setyadi married Mike 
Bridger last summer in Sage Chapel. Congratula
tions! Adam Romeiser III married Julia Fischer. 
They both are medical residents at hospitals in 
Chicago. Speaking of hospitals, there are plenty of 
us slogging through residency programs. Michelle 
Tricamois a psychiatric resident at Mt. Sinai Med
ical Center in Manhattan. She works with and does 
research about patients with eating disorders. In 
the midst of her residency she still misses trips to 
Wegmans,lunch at Trillium, and sitting at Sunset 
Park. Lauren Drew Martin is also in the research 
world-with very different kinds of patients. She 
is a surgical veterinarian at the Oregon National 
Primate Research Center. She loves her job, but 
misses her softball teammates from Cornell. 

PiperTitus writes, "I rented my home in 
Syracuse, moved back to Cato, NY, and started a 
new job as a controller in the family business." 
She also runs a liquor store and keeps herself 
busy. She gave a shout out to Danielle Czarnecki 
and hopes to get in touch with her soon. Tyler 
Goepfert is on the move as well. After five years 
in oceanography, Tyler has gone back to school in 
Oldenburg, Germany, and expects to earn an MSc 

degree in renewable energy in January 2010. Tyler 
writes, "Continuing travels, learning along the 
way-next stop, Amazonas, Brazil. Eager to hear 
all the exciting things '03 is up to. Was great to 
see many of you (especially Ohana) at Reunion 
this past summer!" Safe travels, Tyler! Jen Carra
no is also traveling abroad. She wrote, "I am still 
in Houston, TX, but busy packing up. I am mov
ing to Norway,where I will learn to re-love the 
cold for the next three to four years. I have been 
morally supporting Kara Wanstrath through her 
first year of law school at DePaul." That's all for 
the updates. Please continue to send news as it 
happens, and feel free to reach out on Facebook. 
S Sudha Nandagopal, sn58@cornell.edu; Sam 
Buckingham Noonan, swb9@cornell.edu. 

04 Hello, Class of 2004. I hope 
you plan to head to Ithaca in 
a few weeks for reunion! Here 

are our updates: David Choi is a graduate student 
in planetary sciences at the U. of Arizona study
ing the meteorology of giant planet atmospheres 
(i.e., Jupiter and Saturn). He married his high 
school sweetheart in June 2007. Four years ago 
in New York City, he took a picture of a high 
school friend and posted it on Flickr. Last month, 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art contacted David 
out of the blue and asked if they could use the 
photograph. Now those living in and visiting New 
York City will be graced with his photograph on 
the side of New York City MTA buses and subways. 
I am pleased to announce the birth of a Big Red 
baby: on Feb. 5, '09 Jeremy Riley (CALS) and 
Tessa (Montijo) (HumEc) welcomed their first 
child, Ayden William, into the world. He was born 
at St. Joseph's Hospital in Tucson, AZ. 

Oar Caldwell, with his partners, launched an 
online resume building and portfolio website called 
Zolio.com.It is free for college students who need 
to learn how to create a resume.In 2008 Zolio LL( 
won the Cleveland Professional20/30 Club's Busi
ness Plan Competition and was awarded a match
ing $100,000 technology grant from a partnership 
between Lorain County Community College Foun
dation Innovation Fund and the Great Lakes In
novation and Development Enterprise. Esther 
Pullen lives in Florida and works for Driscolls as a 
breeder and researcher. She develops new varieties 
of strawberries and blueberries for Florida's climate. 
She is also training for a half marathon and tak
ing advanced courses in plant breeding. She has 
been traveling extensively in recent months, 
sometimes for work, to destinations like Spain, 
Mexico, Portugal, and all over the US; she even 
made it to the Dairy Bar in Ithaca. 

Daniel Rodriguez Hormaza works at Xerox in 
fuser module recuperation. Daniel keeps busy play
ing poker, indoor soccer, and Frisbee. In addition, 
he is also helping to develop a young profession
als group that provides activities and mentoring. 

'I am 1noving to Norway, where I will 
learn to re-love the cold for the next 
three to four years., 

Jen Carrano '03 

Asmuch as Daniel loves Rochester, the beach back 
home in Puerto Rico still beckons. Julie Hughes 
is a horticulturist at Buffalo State College. When 
not making the college landscape beautiful, she 
is bowling; hanging out with friends, family, and 
her lovable pets; and rollerblading, cycling, swim
ming, or hiking. In other words, she keeps active! 
She hopes to explore the rainforests andtravel,as 
well as volunteer abroad, soon. Alexia Cazort 
Thomas is a full-time graduate student at the U. 
of Florida, Gainesville.She studies interior design 
with a focus on hospitality. Alexia and her hus
band often go to the theatre or participate in 
church events. She is working on her thesis and 
exploring job opportunities. 

Matthew Jassak Esq. joined Foley & Lardner 
LLP'snational golf and resort industry team. The 
team is composed of attorneys from across the US 
who guide developers, owners, operators, and man
agement companies in the golf and resort indus
tries. Physician Esther Livingstone married 
Nicholas Wolfer, DVM '08, in May 2008 in Syra
cuse, NY. Jonathan Schuldt was best man. The two 
reside in Syracuse. Gretchen Schlosser is in med
ical school at the U. of Kentucky in Lexington. Dur
ing her leisure time, she goes antiquing and enjoys 
good wine and food. Jonathan Kotler earned a 
JO/MBAand is a lawyer in New York. Matthew 
Jenison (St. Paul, MN) seems to have struck a 
good balance between work and play. He is a jun
ior scientist at the Kaplan Lab of Dermatology at 
the U. of Minnesota, on the board of directors of 
the U. of Minnesota's ArgentinianTango Club, and 
a broomball enthusiast. He has also been applying 
to graduate schools to pursue a master's degree in 
advanced practical nursing. Matthew says he'd like 
to be touring the wineries of the Finger Lakes and 
enjoying the beautiful and underrated New York 

wines (come to reunion, Matthew!). He remembers 
swimmingin the gorges, "in between-or rather, 
instead of-classes with close friends and frater
nity brothers in DKE" and would like to hear from 
Joseph Fields Kroetsch '02 and Scott Moffat. 

From Susan Moskwa: "I've been working at 
Google in Kirkland, WA, for the last two and a half 
years. I'm a webmaster trends analyst and I spend 
a lot of time helping webmasters get their sites 
to perform well in search results. I've spoken at 
conferences across the US and in France; I'll be 
speaking at the O'Reilly Found Conference in Cal
ifornia this June. In 2007 I married Nick Gerner 
'05, ME '06. We have two cats named after NPR 
hosts. Since moving to Washington I've been in
volved in roller derby (http://www.pfmrollerderby. 
org/people/moulin-rogue/)and am doing a lot of 
knitting and crafting these days (http://www. 
fl.ickr.com/photos/mcsquidwich)."Neil Morrissey 
Unm25@cornell.edu)is back at Cornell in the 
Johnson School MBA Class of 2010, along with 
several other Cornell undergrads-nearly 30 total. 
He will be interning with S.C. Johnson this sum
mer in their marketing department in Racine, WI. 
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RJ Meyers is living in Tempe, AZ, with wife 
laura Gonzales. 'We both moved down here in fall 
'05. I worked for General Dynamics C4S in Scotts• 
dale as a systems engineer for about two years, 
then enrolled in Arizona State U'.s School of Sus
tainability in spring '08. I am currently pursuing 
a PhD in sustainability. laura has been enrolled 
in ASU's graduate program in psychology since fall 
'05 and is pursuing a PhD as well. We haven't been 
affected by the downturn personally, though ASU 
is facing severe budget cuts due to certain ... ill
advised decisions in the state legislature. We're a 
little bit sheltered from most economic problems 
right now, but are both looking to finish school, 
move out of the Phoenix area, and go back to the 
Northeast and get jobs. It's doubtful the economy 
will cooperate, but we'll see. I'm pretty pessimistic 
about the whole thing and think it'll be several 
years at least before we dig ourselves out of this 
hole. We're in for some interesting times over the 
next decade. The difference between the year 
2000 and the year 2020 will probably be as big as 
the difference between 1926 and 1946." 

Chris Mullins graduated from Washington and 
Lee U. School of Law with a JD in 2007. He re
cently left Atlanta and now works in-house for the 
labor and employment department of the US Postal 
Service in Washington, DC.Last month, he attend
ed a BBQ hosted by Dave Broderdorf with Rich 
Benware '06, MPA '08, Nick Cavallaro '06, BS Ag 
'05, and David Ladd '02. Jay Parekh reports that, 
after nearly three years in investment banking at 
J.P. Morgan, he's finishing a two-year stint in pri
vate equity at General Atlantic. ''I'll be headed off 
to Harvard Business School in the fall and plan 
to travel through Asia over the summer-but not 
before reunion and a few classmates' weddings!" 

Lastly, this will be my final Class Notes col
umn. Thank you to all who submitted updates 
during the last half a decade. A special thanks to 
Esther Tang for handling the column while I stud
ied for the New York and New Jersey Bar exams. 
I wish all of you the best of luck and I hope to 
see you at reunion!C3Vanessa Matsis, vgm3@ 
cornell.edu. 

0 a:::Hello, classmates! Spring is here, 
and hopefully it arrived a lot 
quicker for most of us than it 

did in Ithaca. The global economy continues to 
transform the workplace and the way we live our 
daily lives. Many people from our class, as you will 
read below, work in the finance sector, and their 
companies will inevitably be affected by the cur• 
rent downturn. There is 110better time than now 
to reconnect with classmates and Cornell as we are 
all developing ways to cope-paving a path for
ward together will make us a stronger community. 

Jimmy Miller (Rochester, NY) is a lab tech
nician/bench jockey at OyaGen Inc., a pharma
ceutical startup company. When he is not working, 
he enjoys gardening, riding the volunteer ambu
lance, and managing "real world" responsibilities. 
In the future he aspires to practice paramedicine, 
work with the elderly, teach youth, fight the pow
er, and vote regularly. Jimmy remembers waking 
up one spring morning on the roof across from 
Uris Library; he would most like to hear from 
Louis Albright '62, PhD '72, professor of Biolog
ical and Environmental Engineeringat Cornell. 

lucky Sarah Runnells, JD '08, studied at Cor
nell for eight straight years! She is now an at
torney at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 
specializing in litigation. She works in the firm's 

Wilmington office and enjoys foxhunting in her 
spare time. D'Marlowe Wright (Washington, DC) 
is studying to get her MBA. During the day she 
is the store manager at a Starbucks in downtown 
D.C.D'Marloweplays rugby with the Maryland 
Stingers Women's Rugby Club. She writes that she 
looks back on her time in Ithaca and does not 
know where she would be today without all the 
amazing friendships she made at Cornell. Colleen 
Ramsey (Arlington, VA) married Hieu Nguyen in 
April 2008 and works full-time as a staff assistant 
for the Bockorny Group Inc., a bipartisan lobby
ing firm. She is also pursuing a master's of public 
policy with a focus on urban and education issues 
at GeorgetownU. She plans on moving to a job 
on Capitol Hill in the near future. 

The Big Apple is home to a number of us in 
the financial industry. David Aaron Gray is an in
vestment banker at J.P. Morgan advising finan
cial institutions on mergers and acquisitions and 
capital-raising activities. He nostalgically re• 
members the instruction from his professors in the 
ILR school and would rather be teaching and/or 
writing on US Presidential history. David would 
most like to hear from Galia Porat, MS '06, a law 
student at Penn. Carlos Hill is a stock/equities 
trader and a GMAT instructor. He would rather be 
learning in business school than working, as he is 
trying to enjoy life in New York City, but like many 
others is feeling the pinch of the recession. He 
would most like to hear from Marcus Blanks. Lisa 
Krieger works as a senior manager at American Ex
press in the travel and entertainment industries 
department. She has been busy planning her wed
ding and enjoys spending time with her friends 
from Cornell whom she sees frequently in New York. 
Michelle Giuliano is a portfolio analyst at Credit 
Suisse, where she trades commodities futures and 
helps to develop 12 of the company's funds. When 
she is not working, Michelle enjoys taking wine 
tasting and yoga classes and spending time with 
friends and family. She says she misses how gor
geous autumn is in Ithaca-nothing compares. 

In November, film studies major Andrew 
Mittman was named head of development for fea
ture film production at BermanBraunMedia. He 
joined the company from Rosen-Obst Productions, 
where he was the director of development for the 
film and television divisions. Andrew has also 
worked in production and development at MTV/ 
Nickelodeon Movies and at New Line Cinema. 
Amanda Brown (Erie, PA) is the assistant front 
office manager at the Corry Medical Group. Dur
ing the weekend she does design work at J.J. 
Wurst Landscape Design and Contracting and is 
also building her own home. In her spare time, 
Amanda enjoys reading, playing soccer, working 
out, and being with her friends. This past Hal
loween her high school crush proposed to her by 
carving out jack-a-lanterns for each letter in the 
phrase, "Marry me." The wedding is planned for 
2010. Kathleen Chairez (Vail, CO) works at the 
ArrabelleResort as the in-room dining and butler 
manager.She enjoys the winter-wonderland life in 
Vail, especially snowboarding, rafting, and hiking. 
She is focused on building a strong hospitality 
career-especially in the rooms division-and 
would like to do some more traveling soon. She 
misses running through the picturesque campus 
of Cornell and especially by the gorges. Kathleen 
would like to hear from Carolyn Cummings, since 
they have lost contact over the years. lastly, we 
would like to wish many congratulations to Cornell 
Class of 2005 sweethearts David Wolkoff and Sara 
Rappaport, who wed on Nov. 1, '08 in Oceanside, 

NY.0 Jennifer Miel, miel.jennifer@gmail.com; 
Michelle Wong, michelle.r.wong@gmail.com. 

The New Year has come and 
gone, and we are nearing com0 6 pletion of our third year out! 

Our 5th Reunion is now closer than our gradua
tion-so save the dates, June 9-12, 2011 ! 

Civil engineer Darlene Danehy (Tucson, AZ) 
misses Big Red Hockey the most. She still watch
es games, and even made it to NYC for the 2007 
Cornell vs. BU game at Madison Square Garden. 
Well, Darlene, I have great news for you: this fall, 
on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, Madison 
Square Garden will host yet another Cornell vs. 
BU hockey game! Darlene has also been very busy 
playing USA volleyballwith the Killer Beez in Tuc• 
son. They won several tournaments on their way 
to the national championships in Georgia. She 
and two other teammates were named to the all
tournament team. Congratulations, Darlene! 

Dennis Dunegan started a new job at New
stone Capital Partners in August. Rachelle Butt 
experienced another exciting graduation in May 
2008, receiving her mastefs degree in social work. 
Thereaftershe moved to Park Slope, Brooklyn, and 
worksat the Jewish Child Care Association as a 
health care integrator for the Bridges to Health 
Program.She works with foster care youth who are 
diagnosed with severe emotional disturbances or 
developmentaldisabilities. Rachelle misses Cornell 
(of course), but enjoys staying connected through 
friends as well as the alumni events that are host• 
ed in the NYC area. Dan Goldburt has been work
ing for Silicon Valley startup Splunk since 2007 
and lives in Washington, DC. Also in D.C., Ben 
Furnas, a Governmentand Economics major, has 
worked at the Center for American Progress as a 
research associate doing policy research and blog
ging for the '08 election and beyond. In the fall 
he will probably head to law school. Vanessa 
Clarke will also be back in school this fall for law; 
until then she will be at Deloitte as a consultant 
(her recent promotion). David Chen worked in 
Oregon for two years for HSBC finance and is now 
back in Ithaca as a first-year Johnson School stu
dent. He will receive his MBA in 2010. Good luck 
and congratulations, David! 

Nathalie Louge is yet again in Madagascar 
working in educational radio for USAID. Nathalie 
loves her work, and I have had a great experience 
following her through a journey that started as a 
study abroad in Madagascar. I remember the first 
time I saw her back on campus. She had a glow 
about her that lit up a room and her response 
about her experience was that Madagascarwas 
amazing and that she couldn't wait to go back. 
Nathalie, I am extremely happy for you and proud 
of you that you are following your dreams and do
ing such wonderful work there. Carson Krislov 
finished her master's in journalism from North
western u:s MedillSchool of Journalism. She's look
ing for an on-air reporting gig; meanwhile, you 
can check out her adventures on her website www. 
CarsonKrislov.com.Chris Repole, BS '05, is work
ing through his first year at Brooklyn law School, 
Class of 2011. He finished a cross-country road trip 
with friends this past summer and is searching for 
jobs with federal judges for this upcoming summer. 

JessicaDi Menna lives in Washington, DC, 
and works in account management for the Cor
porate Executive Board. She started working there 
right after Cornell. She is also training for her first 
marathon in San Francisco. Jessica says, "If anyone 
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wants to run or come cheer me on, it is July 26!" 
Will Evans left his job in the Washington office 
of the Council on Foreign Relations and is in the 
first year of a joint degree in public policy and 
law at NYU Law School and Harvard's Kennedy
School of Government. Erik Kronstadt is the di
rector of college counseling at Marc and Eva Stern 
Math and Science School in Los Angeles, CA.
Christina Sobiloff is a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Burkina Faso, West Africa, working to promote 
girls' education and empowerment. She just fin
ished a project during which school children drew 
and community members painted a complete 
map of the world on the outside primary school 
wall Check out her blog, www.christinainbur1ci
com. Other classmates in Burkina Faso as Peace 
Corps volunteers are Liz Jordan '07 and Peter 
Crysdale, both high school teachers. 

Sarah Morris works at the Hillsboro Club in 
Hillsboro Beach, FL, as their director of sales and 
marketing-a position she has held for more than 
two years. This past summer she became an ad
vanced open water-certified scuba diver and has 
been exploring the Florida coast since. In Novem
ber she participated in a charity ride from Miami
to Key West-165 miles over two days. 600-plus
participants (riders, crew, staff, supporters) raised 
more than SSB0,000 toward AIDS and HIV sup
port centers in Florida. Sarah says, "It was emo
tionally and physically draining but worth every 
mile to see the cheering faces in Key \Vest. Being
a native Vermonter, it's nice to have finally accli
mated to south Florida and found ways to stay 
active and involved in the community." It's great 
that our class has stayed so active in helping oth
ers! Don't forget to stay up to date with our alum
ni page for news and events, http://www.class
of2006.cornell.edu/.S Nicole DeGrace, ngd4@
cornelt.edu; Kate DiCicco, kad46@cornell.edu.

It's been two years since we 
were handed our diplomas and 
the time has flown. Ever wonder

what that good or college buddy of yours is up to 
these days? You know, the one you've been mean
ing to call since graduation? Maybeyou'll find out 
here, or simply take pride in what our other amaz
ing classmates have accomplished over the past 
few years. After Debbie Chen graduated, she 
worked with City Year completing physical service
projects and working with children in low-incom
areas of New York City. Currently, she teaches Eng
lish at an international kindergartenin Hong Kong
Jennifer D'Amato conducts research in nutritiona
immunologyas she works toward completing her 
master's in agriculture with a specialization in ani
mal science at California Polytechnic State U. in 
San Luis Obispo, CA. Janna Koretzis a doctoral
student in clinical psychology at Massachusett
School of Professional Psychologyin Boston, MA
She works with adults with severe mental illness
and participates in a running club, which helps her
train for competing in marathons and triathlons.
RisaWolk attends medical school at Rush Medic
College in Chicago. Naomi Skolnik teaches in 
Brooklyn, NY, for Teach For America and will con
tinue her service through the next year. 

Sam Lundin left his job at Lazard Ltd. last 
year to accept an offer at Perry Capital, a hedge
fund in NYC. Sam's new job just happened to be
gin the day after Lehman Brothers declared bank
ruptcy and Merrill Lynch announced its sale to 
Bank of America. Due to the "uncanny correla•
tion between his start date and the world going

 

 

to hell," his coworkers dubbed him Armageddon. 
Ben Phelps-Rohrs works for modcloth.com, an 
indie fashion retailer in Pittsburgh, PA, where his 
rent is only $180 a month. This spring he took 
a vacation and traveled across China. Some of his 
current hobbies include making home-brewed 
wine, going to punk shows, and building a mo
torcycle out of an old bike. Marcela Peres Evans 
married her high school sweetheart this spring. 
She conducts behavioral oncology research at the 
Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa, FL, and will be
gin a master's in library science this fall. 

Owen Shieh is a graduate student working 
on a PhD in meteorology at the U. of Oklahoma 

a. School of Meteorology in Norman, OK. His re
search focuses on collecting data from tornadoes 
that form in land-falling hurricanes, with the 
goal to improve forecast accuracy and, in turn, 
save lives. Owen says he enjoys his research proj
ects and "the thrill of storm chasing." Christina 
Yoon worked at Synapse Group Inc., the market
ing division of Time Inc. for the 18 months fol
lowing graduation. Now she teaches math in 
South Korea and plans to begin graduate school 

 in the fall. At the newly formed Ragon Inst. of 
Harvard Medical School, Massachusetts General 
Hospital. and Massachusetts Inst. of Technology 
(MIT), Jennifer Sela runs her own lab while con
ducting breakthrough research on HIV. 

There are many ways you can stay connected 
to Cornell and your class. Visit the Cornell Class 
of 2007 website, http://www.classof2007 .cornell. 
edu/, with links to events and activities, alumni 
services, and more. Click on "Stay Connected" to 
update your address and sign up for e-mail for
warding. You can also find Cornell events in your 
area and locate your local Cornell Club at 1V1vw. 

alumni.cornell.eduAnd . of course, thank you for 
sending in your updates for our column. Please 
keep 'em coming! Just shoot an e-mail over to 
your class correspondents: S Marianna Gomez, 
MariannaAGomez@gmail.comand Dana Sckol
nick, dana.sckolnick@gmail.com. 

 

08 Happy spring! The month of May 
and the graduation of the Class 
of 2009 have arrived. Congratu

lations to our friends and fellow Cornellians join
ing us in the realm of young alumni! Even thoogh 

 our class can no longer say, "I just graduated in 
 May,"we have gained a wealth of new experiences 

in new places that give us a fresh perspective on 
 our years on the Hill. I know those of us '08s who 
 have made our post-graduate homes in Washing

ton, DC, were shocked when four to six inches of 
snow shut down the city in March and yielded a 
"snow day." Our last snow day had been Valentine's

 Day 2007, when two feet of snow shut down Cor
 nell for the first time in recent memory! 
 Our alumni class officers have had a busy 

spring laying the groundwork for class events and 
programmingfor the next four years (until Reunion 

 2013)! Since January, we have finalized our class 
l constitution and by-laws, met at the Cornell Asso

ciation of Class Officers (CACO)Mid-WinterMeeting 
in Philadelphia, February5-6, finalized new officer 
positions, and started planning events for the en
tire class. Please welcome and congratulate Nikki 
Mangiere,VP of social networking, and Lance Po
livy, VP for membership, on joining our slate of 
class officers! Nikkiand Lance wereheavily involved 
in last year's wildly successful senior class cam

 paign, and their endless energy and enthusiasm for 
the Class of 2008 ensures they will make fabulous 
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additions to the council. Nikki lives in Manhattan 
with Garima Malhotra and Devon Dickerson and 
is completing her first year as a Teach for Ameri
ca corps member, teaching third grade at PS 110, 
the Theodore SchoenfeldSchool. Nikki's apartment 
is in the Stuyvesant Town complex, where she is 
neighbors with Rohan Thakkar, Michael Chua, 
Jordan Gremli, Allyson Davis, and many other 
classmates. Nikki writes that Stuyvesant Town 
"often feels like North Campus! When we walk to 
Rohan,Mike,and Jordan's apartment. we often 
feel like we're walking from Court Hall to the 
Townhouses!"Lance has moved to Washington, DC, 
after working for Wiggio Inc. in Boston, on the 
Obama campaign in Pennsylvania, and on a Sen-
ate race in Georgia. He is interning for Senator 
Chuck Schumer and loving Washington, but dearly 
missing Ithaca and his fraternity, Delta Upsilon. I 
ran into Lance on the corner of 18th and U streets 
in D.C. and we both said we wished we were meet-
ing at the intersection of Dryden Ave. and College 
Ave. in front of Collegetown Pizza instead! If you 
have questions or want to get involved further in 
class activities, feel free to reach out to either 
Libby or me, or our faithful co-presidents Manuel 
Natal (man36@cornell.edu) and Sarah Snider 
(ses77@cornell.edu). 

While in Philly for the CACO meeting, we had 
the opportunity to catch up with a few classmates 
at a young alumni happy hour and a Cornell-Penn 
basketball game {which the Big Red dominated)! 
Rob Brody, BA '07, lives in Philadelphia and is a 
first-year medical student at Jefferson Medical Col
lege. Charlie Niesenbaum was visiting friends at 
Penn and enjoyed adapting Cornell Hockey cheers 
for Penn's Palestra. Charlie is a first-year student 
at Brooklyn Law School and enjoying trying "to fit 
in with the Williamsburg hipsters." Joseph Yun, 
BA '07, is a first-year student at Harvard Law 
School. He writes that he will intern at a law firm 
in Korea this summer. Charlie isn't the only Cor
nell '08 who has made Brooklyn his home this 
year; Alex Haber writes that he loves living in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant,a neighborhood undergoing a 
renewal. Alex writes, "I love that it's a real neigh
borhood with a neighborhood feel, that it has 
beautiful brownstones, and that the businesses 
that have opened here in the past few years have 
not been to draw in new people, but to serve the 
communitythat lives here." Alexis a grantmaking 
fellow at Jewish Funds for Justice and says that 
he feels like he is "doing great work at an impor
tant time." Another classmate with Brooklyn ties 
is Elana Jacob, nowa policy analyst for New York 
City Councilman David Yassky, who represents a 
Brooklyndistrict.Asof graduation, Elana had an 
offer to join a consulting firm, but the offer was 
pushed back until 2010 due to the economy, as 
the number of consulting projects dried up. The 
extra time gave Elana the opportunity to pursue 
one of her first loves, politics, and she plans on 
attending law school in the fall. It's amazing how 
many of our post-graduate plans made in the fall 
of 2007, our senior year, have been transformed 
by the worst economic climate in decades. 

Other '08ers in New York include Jayan Za
man and Lisa Zhang. Jayan writes, "After grad
uation I joined a plaintiffs law firm in NYC. It's 
called Weitz and Luxenberg. I joined the drugs 
and medical device litigation (DMDL) department; 
havinga Biology background is really helping out 
a lot. I am involved in a very big litigation right 
now. Since our trial dates are nearing, we are very 
busy and I am constantly traveling for meetings, 
hearings, depositions, and trial. I love the fact that 
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my job isn't anything near mundane and my long 
hours are spent with a very vibrant group of peo
ple. Many of the lawyers I work with include Cor
nell alumni. I am learning so many ins-and-outs 
of the judicial system that I am seriously thinking 
about a career in law. Don't get me wrong, it's not 
all fun and games-it's a lot of hard work and I 
am busier than ever, and that's saying something 
after Cornell. It turns out pulling all-nighters is not 
exclusiveto college-but I am really enjoying this. 
I still plan to apply to medical schools. This ex
perience is helping me see a side of medicine that 
I wasn't very familiar with before. I definitely rec
ommend W & L to anyone who is looking to get a 
feel for what's it like to work for big law firm be
fore applying to medical or law school." 

Lisa Zhang, a class officer and VP of profes
sional networking, writes, "Post-Cornell, I've had 
crazy yet fabulous experiences, including work
ing three jobs to be channeled into the job I've 
dreamed about since kindergarten at the world's 

top beauty company, modeling on national 1Von 
New Year's Eve, spontaneously dining with every 
CEO in sight and therefore checking out some of 
New York's hottest restaurants, getting invited to 
a movie premiere to meet lovely movers and shak
ers who became lunch buddies, getting treated to 
two hours of pure bliss at New York City's top new 
spa for Christmas as part of the job, landing a seat 
on the prestigious board of the charity Glamour
Gals as the youngest member in history, being 
hand-selected by a CEO to chair a Cornell alumni 
event, and of course showing my '08 pride work
ing with 2008 Alumni Class Council!" Wow, Lisa's 
life definitely sounds like a whirlwind! 

In our one-year foray into the "real world," 
the members of the Class of 2008 have clearly be
gun making their mark and gaining valuable life 
experiences. Throughout all these new adventures, 
however,it's clear our roots from the Hill prove to 
be a valuable guide. Here's a collective congratu
lations on our first year out. Asyour class corre
spondents, Libby and I are very excited to report 
about what's to come in the years ahead! Please 
don't forget to stay connected with our class
on Facebook and on our class website, http:// 
classof2008.cornell.edu/-and to send us your 
news! CilElana Beale, erb26@cornell.edu; and 
Libby Boymel, lkb24@cornell.edu. 

Some members of the Class of 
2009 graduated early. They are 0 9 already active in their new 

communities, but are beginning to miss Cornell. 
Nabeela Abid graduated cum laude with a BS in 
Applied Economics and Management and will work 
for Bloomberg LLPas a communicationsand train
ing consultant. Nabeela, a New York native, re
turned to the city upon graduation. She spends her 
free time learning Arabic, playing tennis, and tak
ing a belly dancing class. Two days after Chauncey 

'This fall Rebecca Robbins will 
be a psychology instructor at 
Weill Cornell's campus in Qatar.' 

Julie Cantor '09 

Joyce's December graduation, he started working 
for Procter & Gamble (in Cincinnati, OH). In his 
spare time, he trains for a local swim team and 
a cycling team. 

Lauren Locklear graduated in January from 
the ILR school and is now working full-time in 
ILR's alumni affairs and development office. She 
was hired as a full-time temp to plan ILR's an
nual recognition event in March. This fall she will 
attend GWU Law School as a presidential scholar, 
which means that she does not have to pay tu
ition and is assigned a faculty mentor to guide her 
through the three years. This summer she hopes 
to relax and enjoy her last couple of months of 
freedom before she returns to college once again. 
Laura Tomczik is at the Mayo Clinic in Jack
sonville, FL, completing her dietetic internship. 
The weather has been a nice change from Ithaca, 
although there have been a few mornings where 
she has had to get out her ice scraper-something 
she didn't expect from Florida. 

After graduating in December,Alex Wang 
started working at the New York Mercantile Ex
change for two oil traders. Being one of the few 
open outcry trading floors left, NYMEX is a very 
exciting and fast-paced environment. After a year 
or so he will become a trader himself. He's look
ing forward to that. He currently lives at home in 
Jersey, but will move to the city soon. 

The Senior Alumni Councilis working to make 
the transition from student to alumni as easy as 
possible for the Class of 2009. Here is what the 
council members are up to: Samantha Bergwill 
graduate from Human Ecology with a degree in 
Design and Environmental Analysis with a con
centration in Human Factors and Ergonomics. She 
plans to go into the field of product design, 
specifically within the realm of consumer elec
tronics.Jennifer Hillman will travel to Memphis, 
TN, after graduation to begin a two-year program 
with Teach for America teaching middle school 
mathematics.She is excited about going to a new 
part of the country, enjoying some great Memphis 
cooking, and making a difference in the lives of 
the children that she teaches. Jess Lebo was a 
January 2009 graduate and is spending the spring 
semester studying and volunteering in Ithaca. 
This summer she will move to New York to work 
in equity research at Bank of America. Anthony 
Lopezsays his time at Cornell and being a part 
of the Class of 2009 has been an AMAZING expe
rience. He looks forward to building even closer 
bonds with his fellow classmates after our final 
walk in May. "Congrats, '09!" 

Stephanie McGowan, a native of Avon, IN, 
pursued a double major in Government and His
tory with a minor in law and Society. Besides 
serving on the Alumni Council as secretary, she 
is writing an honors thesis in Government and 
is involved in the Cornell Int'l Affairs Society 
and Pi Sigma Alpha Government Honors Society. 
After graduation, she plans to attend law school, 

specializing in either international, business, 
intellectual property, or administrative/consti
tutional law. Caroline Newton is sad to be leav
ing Cornell, but excited to stay in touch by 
writing the Class of '09 column. Starting in June, 
she will live in the Manhattan area while work
ing for the Environmental Protection Agency. Af
ter graduation, Nicole Rivera will work as an 
analyst for Booz Allen Hamilton, a government 
consulting firm, in Washington, DC. After a cou
ple of years, she plans to return to school and 
pursue her MBA. 

Sarah Yan is a Biological Sciences and Nu
tritional Sciences double major. During her time 
at Cornell, she was on the swimming and diving 
team, a member of the Cornell Republicans, a 
Cornell Ambassador, and a manager for the vol
unteer student phonathons for the Cornell Annu
al Fund. Next year Sarah will be at SyracuseU. 
as a PhD student in science education and school 
administration. She looks forward to spending 
the summer in Cleveland teaching at a private 
school and also traveling through Europe with 
her family. Elizabeth Phillips is a Policy Analy
sis and Management major and plans to pursue 
a career in public policy development. She was a 
teaching assistant for PAM 2300: Introduction to 
Policy Analysis and served on the Panhellenic 
Council as well as on several College of Human 
Ecology organizations. 

RebeccaRobbinsis a senior in the School of 
Hotel Administration. She served as head teach
ing assistant for Psychology 101, held a position 
on the Academic Integrity Hearing Board, found
ed the Cornell Women's Golf team, and started a 
successfulconsulting business with one of her pro
fessors developing and disseminating training pro
grams on the importance of sleep and performance 
to Fortune 500 companies, professional sports 
teams, and educational institutions. While at Cor
nell, Rebecca also traveled to Africa to work as a 
volunteer spreading awareness about health and 
nutrition. This fall Rebecca will be a psychology 
instructor at Weill Cornell's campus in Qatar. 

Cesar Rufo is VP of the Senior Class Cam
paign, supervisor and hiring chair of the Cornell 
Annual Fund, and president of A&S Peer Advisors. 
Cesar clearly loves Cornell, enjoys giving back, and 
hopes to be involved with Cornell after graduation. 
He'll be working in downtown Manhattan for 
AmericanExpress'sfinance division, and will like
ly become involved in Cornell Asian Alumni Affairs 
during his spare time. He plans to travel for a 
month before working, either a Euro trip or Shang
hai and East Asia. From building satellites to work
ing on the CornellLaw Review, Jarrod Schaeffer 
has loved every minute at Cornell. Next year he 
will head to law school somewhere in the North
east (Washington, DC, NYC, or Boston), and he 
hopes to eventually find employment in a gov
ernment or public service capacity. 

Iris Delgado is graduating with a double ma
jor in English and Feminist, Gender, and Sexual
ity Studies, with a concentration in the Latino 
Studies Program. Asan undergrad, she served as 
the president of the African, Latino, Asian, Native 
American(ALANA)ProgrammingBoard, the VP of 
finance of the Multicultural Greek Letter Council, 
a member of the 117th Tapping Class of Quill & 
Dagger,and a proud member of Lambda Theta Al
pha Latin Sorority. Next year, Iris will work with
in the New Jersey political system as she prepares 
to enter law school in the near future. 13 Julie 
Cantor, jlc252@cornell.edu; Caroline Newton, 
cmn35@cornell.edu. 
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Alumni Deaths 

'27-Aline Jordan Jenkins (Mrs. Du Bois, DVM 
'18) of Johnson City, NY, November 7, 2007. 

'27 GR-Helen E. Whipple of Savannah, NY, De
cember 10, 2008. 

'29 BS HE-Alice Blostein Horn (Mrs. Norman 
'30, BA '31) of Gainesville, Fl, formerly of New 
York City and Ft. Lauderdale,FL, July 6, 2007; di
etician, Montefiore Hospital. 

'JO-Miriam Halperin Ginsburg of New York City, 
December 1, 2008; active in civic and communi
ty affairs. 

'31 BA, PhD '36-Cornelius Betten Jr, of Hamil
ton, OH, September 9, 2008; chemical engineer, 
Champion Papers; taught paper technology at Mi
ami U.;veteran; active in community affairs. Al· 
pha Zeta. 

'31 BA-Gerald Blumberg of Yorktown Heights, 
NY, January 23, 2009; attorney; active in civic, 
community, professional. and alumni affairs. 

'32 MS-Elizabeth van Loben Sels Chamberlin 
of Los Olivos, CA, August 16, 2008; retired cat
tle rancher; former high school biology teacher; 
active in civic, community, professional, and re
ligious affairs. 

'32 BA-Rosalind Heidt Hey (Mrs. Emery J. '31, 
JD '33) of Northville, NY, June 1, 2008; teacher, 
WappingersCentral School System; active in com
munity affairs. 

'32 BS HE-Helen Schroeder Ringrose of Troy, 
NY, January 12, 2009. 

'33 BS Ag-Preston T. Kellogg of Interlaken, NY, 
January 19, 2009; active in community affairs. 

'33 BS HE-Alice Weigand Koller of West Hemp
stead, NY, January 14, 2007. Kappa Kappa Gam
ma. 

'34 BA-Estelle Markin Greenhill of Rye, NY, 
January 5, 2009; retired social worker, White 
Plains Mental Health Assn.; active in civic and 
community affairs. Alpha Epsilon Phi. 

'34 BA-Francis M. Shull of Sarasota, FL, for
merly of Rochester, NY, March 10, 2008; active 
in alumni affairs. lambda Chi Alpha. 

'34 BA,MO'38-Norman D. Thetford of Eaton
town, NJ,November16, 2008; physician and sur
geon; US Public Health Service quarantine officer, 
US Virgin Islands; research associate in parasitol
ogy, Delamar Inst. of Public Health, Columbia U.; 
active in civic, community, professional, and 
alumni affairs. Wife, Meda (Young) '35. 

'35 BS HE-Jean Chase Emerson of Cobleskill, 
NY, May 26, 2008; professor emeritus, Nursery Ed
ucation Div., SUNY Ag& Tech Inst.; social work
er; superintendent. Saratoga Springs Children's 
Home; gave Congressional testimony in support 

of the Head Start program; active in civic, com
munity, and professional affairs. Alpha Phi. 

'35 BA-Katherine Morris Lockwood (Mrs. 
GeorgeE. '35) of New Rochelle, NY, October 12, 
2008; active in community and alumni affairs. 

'3 5 BA-Dorothy Sarnoff Raymond of New York 
City, December 20, 2008; performed the role of 
Lady Thiang in the original Broadway production 
of The King and I; founder, Speech Dynamics; 
opera singer; TV guest performer; worked for 
Ogilvy& Mather; author; active in community, 
professional, and alumni affairs. 

'35 Harold B. Sweet of Ithaca, NY, December 1, 
2008; worked for Cornell Cooperative Extension; 
also served in the National 4-H Center; active in 
professional and alumni affairs. Alpha Zeta. 

'36 DVM-Robert F. Brown of Paul Smiths, NY, 
December 15, 2008; veterinarian; dairy farmer; 
chairman, NYS Board of Veterinary Examiners; ac
tive in professional, religious, and alumni affairs. 
Alpha Psi. Wife, Elizabeth (Stephenson) '35. 

'37-Baldwin C. Avery of Lansdale, PA, Decem
ber 17, 2008; manager, Pocono lake Preserve; 
worked for Beacon Milling Co.; former mayor, Au
rora, NY; veteran; active in civic, community, and 
religious affairs. Phi Kappa Psi. 

'3 7 BS Ag-Raphael L. Bellinger of Watertown, 
NY, August 12, 2008; retired dairy farmer. 

'3 7, BA'38-Josephine Slaughter Coggshall 
(Mrs. William L. '35, PhD '49) of Ithaca, NY, De
cember 7. 2008; worked for the Cornell U. physics 
dept.; musician; active in civic, community, and 
religious affairs. Delta Gamma. 

'3 7-Alexander C. frank of Glens Falls, NY, Oc
tober 8, 2008. Delta Phi. 

'37 BA-Flora Daniel Glass (Mrs. Elwood G. '38) 
of Cleveland, OH, November 2, 2008; high school 
teacher; active in community and alumni affairs. 
Pi Beta Phi. 

'37 BA-Edward W. Shineman Jr. of New York City, 
January 12, 2009; retired executive. Beech-Nut and 
E. R. Squibb and Co.; active in civic, community, 
religious, and alumni affairs. lambda Chi Alpha. 

'37 BS Ag, MS Ag '38-Myron S. Silverman of 
Chapel Hill, NC, October 17, 2008; professor, Dept. 
of Microbiology, researcher, UNC Dental Research 
Center,and asst. dean, U. of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill; head of microbiology and immunology 
branch, Naval Radiological Defense Lab; veteran; 
author; active in professional and alumni affairs. 

'37 BA-Edward A. Speiser of Dresher, PA, No
vember 1, 2008. 

'38 BME-Aubrey S. Bowen of Boulder, CO, for
merly of Binghamton, NY, January 28, 2008; 
owner, Cutler lee and Cold Storage; owner, Bowen 

Building Block Co.; active in civic, community, 
and alumni affairs. Psi Upsilon. 

'38-Rodney L. Elkind of Scotts Valley, CA, for
merly of New York City and Southbury, CT, Janu
ary 20, 2009; export executive; veteran; active 
in community affairs. Tau Delta Phi. 

'38, BS Hotel '39-Gerald Fried of Scottsdale, 
AZ, January 2. 2009; retired food service direc
tor, Motorola; veteran; active in religious affairs. 
Tau Delta Phi. 

'38 BS Hotel-Martha OmensonHealy of Wor
land, WY,April 22, 2008; rancher; hotelier; ac
tive in civic and community affairs. 

'38 MS-James A. Henderson of Victoria, BC, 
Canada, December 15, 2008; veterinarian; dean, 
College of Veterinary Medicine, Washington State 
U.; professor, Ontario Veterinary College; estab
lished Great Britain's first bovine artificial in
semination program; veteran; author; active in 
community and professional affairs. 

'38 BA-Ruth Lowry lee of Asheville, NC, April 
15, 2007. 

'39 BA-Charlotte Mahe Farnham of Short Hills, 
NJ, November 30, 2008; laboratory supervisor, 
Standard Oil of New Jersey; active in alumni af
fairs. Kappa Alpha Theta. 

'39 MS Ag-Homer T. Hopkins Jr. of SandyHook, 
CT, formerly of Beltsville, MD, August 18, 2008; 
chemist, US Dept. of Agriculture and the Food and 
Drug Administration; researcher, Hittman Assocs.; 
asst. adjunct professor, U. of Maryland Inst. of Ap
plied Agriculture; active in civic, community, pro
fessional, and religious affairs. 

'39 BA-Jean Linklater Payne of Ithaca, NY, 
January 12, 2009; retired Cornell U. librarian; ac
tive in community, religious, and alumni affairs. 
Husband, Douglass M. Payne, SP Ag '36-39. 

'39, BA '4D-Robert S. Taylor of Syracuse, NY, 
January1, 2009; dean emeritus, School of Infor
mation Studies, Syracuse U.; professor and direc
tor of information science, Lehigh U.; professor 
and director of Library Center, Hampshire College; 
veteran; author; active in professional and alum
ni affairs. Sigma Chi. Wife, Fay (Inman), MEd '67. 

'39 BS Ag-Lewis S. Wood of Penfield, NY, Au
gust 8, 2006; real estate salesman. 

'40 MA-Ethan 0. Allen of Romulus, NY, June 
28, 2008; aerospace engineer, Bell Aerospace; 
worked on Gemini Project; veteran; active in re
ligious affairs. 

'40 BA-Elise Gaines Revson of New York City, 
December 26, 2008; worked in public relations, 
Young& Rubicam; theater producer; active in 
artistic and community affairs. Alpha Epsilon Phi. 

'40-Robert J. Vinton of Birmingham, MI, March 
30, 2006; president. Vinton Realty. Alpha Delta Phi. 

'41 DVM-AnthonyJ. Ackerman of Sussex, NJ, 
October 29, 2006; veterinarian. 

'41 BA-Nancy Rider Bishop of Lancaster, PA, 
formerly of Ann Arbor, MI, December 25, 2008; 
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retired physician, U. of Michigan Health Service 
and Planned Parenthood; active in civic, commu
nity, professional, religious, and alumni affairs. 

'41 BA, JO '43-Constance Eberhardt Cook of Ith
aca, NY, January 20, 2009; attorney; NYS assem
blywoman; first female VP, Cornell U.; advocate 
for women's rights; active in civic, community, 
and alumni affairs. 

'41, BEE '42-John T. Elfvin of Buffalo, NY, Jan
uary 6, 2009; attorney; US District Court judge; 
US Attorney, Western District of NY; veteran; ac
tive in civic, community, professional, and alum
ni affairs. Phi Kappa Tau. Wife, Peggy (Pierce) '43. 

'41 BS HE-Clara E. Goodman of Ithaca, NY, Jan
uary 25, 2009; supervising public health nurse, 
Tompkins County Health Dept.; home care coor
dinator; active in community affairs. 

'41 BA-Robert Simon of Encino, CA, January 
5, 2009; active in alumni affairs. Pi Lambda Phi. 

'42 MO-Katherine Swift Almy (Mrs. Thomas P. 
'35, MD '39) of Hanover, NH, November 26, 2008; 
assoc. professor, clinical psychiatry, Dartmouth 
MedicalSchool; chief of medicine, Dartmouth Med 
School clinical program; medical staff officer, Unit
ed Nations; taught at Cornell Medical College; ac
tive in community, professional, and alumni affairs. 

'42 BS Ag, PhD '51-Russell H. Bradley of Itha
ca, NY, December 28, 2008; horticulturist; veter
an. Alpha Zeta. 

'42 BS HE-Elizabeth A. Chase of Adelphi, MD, 
December 28, 2008; attorney, Dept. of Health, 
Education, and Welfare; also worked for the US 
Treasury Dept.; active in community, profession
al, and religious affairs. Kappa Kappa Gamma. 

'42 PhD-Marline G. Cline of Ithaca, NY, Janu
ary 9, 2009; soil scientist; professor of agronomy, 
Cornell U.; Cornell's project leader, rehabilitation 
of U. of the Philippines College of Agriculture; 
veteran; active in professional affairs. 

'42 BME-A.Yates Dowell Jr. of Springfield, VA, 
February 9, 2009; patent attorney; veteran; ac
tive in community, religious, and alumni affairs. 
Zeta Psi. 

'42 BME-Ronald E. Grover of Binghamton, NY, 
November 4, 2006. 

'42 OVM-ChristianJ. Haller of Sun City Center, 
FL, January 20, 2009; veterinarian; active in com
munity, professional, and alumni affairs. Alpha Psi. 

'42 BS HE-Edith Sheffield Lesure of Altamonte 
Springs, FL, January 23, 2009; home manager; ac
tive in alumni affairs. Husband, John D. Lesure '44. 

'42 BA-Edward A. Sokolski of Redondo Beach, 
CA, November 9, 2008; attorney; veteran; active 
in civic, community, and professional affairs. 

'42 MS HE-Corinne Heaton Staples of Richland, 
WA, formerly of Lincoln, NE, December 17, 2008; 
instructor of textiles, clothing construction, and 
design, U. of Nebraska; high school teacher; ac
tive in community affairs. 

'43 BA-Ralph S. Croskey Jr. of Ronkonkonia, 

NY, October 24, 2008; manager, Mutual of New 
York; attorney; veteran; author. Alpha Tau Omega. 

'43 MS HE-Catharine Rohrer Gross (Mrs. Eric T., 
GR '39-40) of Bethesda, MD, formerly of Niskayuna, 
NY, August 30, 2008; high school teacher; active 
in community, professional, and religious affairs. 

'43 BCE-Herbert A. Gustafson of Fort Myers, 
FL, September 16, 2008; engineer, researcher, 
and planner for Standard Oil of Ohio; farmer; at
torney; active in community affairs. Chi Epsilon. 

'43 BME-George W. McGlaughlin of Pittsburgh, 
PA, December 12, 2008; president, P. C.McKen
zie Co.; veteran; active in civic, community, pro
fessional, religious, and alumni affairs. Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. 

'43-George J. Politi of Southbury, CT, June 
25, 2008. 

'43 BME-Jack D. Rice of Upper St. Clair, PA, 
December 13, 2008; VP of engineering and con
struction, Koppers Co.; veteran; active in civic, 
community, professional, religious, and alumni 
affairs. Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 

'43, BS Ag '42-Paul H. Todd Jr. of Kalamazoo, 
Ml, November 18, 2008; board chairman and for
mer president, Kalsec lnc.; former Democratic 
Congressman; CEO, Planned Parenthood-World 
Population; veteran; active in civic, community, 
and professional affairs. 

'44 BA, MD '46-Frederick N. Bailey of Maple
wood, NJ, December 25, 2008; physician; med
ical director, Chubb Insurance; veteran; active in 
alumni affairs. Delta Tau Delta. 

'44-Robert M. Bolz of Madison, WI, January 19, 
2009; former president and vice chairman, Oscar 
Mayer& Co.; veteran; active in civic, community, 
professional, religious, and alumni affairs. Chi Phi. 

'44 BA-Joanne B. Fiero of Erie, PA, August 8, 
2008; teacher, Erie and Millcreek schools; active 
in civic, community, and religious affairs. 

'44 BS Ag-E. William Kaegebein of Lakeland, 
FL, July 11, 2008; agricultural chemicals sales
man, FMC Corp.; veteran; active in community, 
religious, and alumni affairs. Alpha Gamma Rho. 

'44 DVM-Floyd A. Lockwood of Grants Pass, 
OR, formerly of Harlingen, TX, and Sioux City, IA, 
January 2, 2009; USDA veterinarian; veteran; ac
tive in community affairs. 

'44 BS ORIE-Harold N. Sheble of Coronado, CA, 
December 18, 2008; active in alumni affairs. 

'44, BS Ag '46-Jean Gillis Wagner of Dowling 
Park, FL, September 25, 2008; retired primary 
school teacher; active in civic, community, and 
religious affairs. 

'44, BS Ag '4 7-Roger Warner Jr. of Glen Ellyn, 
IL, March 8, 2007; retired buyer, Sears; veteran. 
Kappa Sigma. 

'45-Theodora Boucher Bien of Pawcatuck, CT, 
June 16, 2008; restaurateur; operated Pie in the 
Sky gourmet shop; active in community and pro
fessional affairs. 

'45, BEE'SO-Donald E. Knauss of Acworth, GA, 
April 10, 2008; retired engineer. Sigma Nu. 

'46 MD-Bruce A. Allison of Kalispell, MT, Sep
tember 19, 2007; general practitioner; treated 
Babe Ruth at Bellevue Hospital during his final 
illness; veteran; active in civic, community, and 
professional affairs. 

'46 BEE-Theodore J. Bliss of Concord, NH, De
cember 3, 2008; engineer. Alpha Tau Omega. 
Wife, Jane (Bowers) '48. 

'46 MD-Donald L. Burnham of Bethesda, MO, 
July 27, 2008; psychoanalyst; director of re
search, Chestnut Lodge; researcher, Nat'l lnst. of 
Mental Health; editor, Psychiatry;active in com
munity and professional affairs. 

'46, BCE '45-Lyle B. Rowley of Dallas, TX, Oc
tober 7, 2008; architect emeritus, Army/Air Force 
Exchange Services; veteran; active in civic, com
munity, professional, and religious affairs. Phi 
Delta Theta. 

'46, BS HE '45-Mavis Gillette Sand (Mrs. Sea
ward A. '45, PhD '55) of East Aurora, NY, Novem
ber 29, 2008; active in alumni affairs. 

'46 MEd-Lillian Krulis Wilcox of Ivoryton, CT, 
August 16, 2008. 

"4 7 BS Ag-Amory J. Cooke of Paso Robles, CA, 
September 16, 2008; VP and general mgr., Hearst 
Corp:s Sunical Land & Livestockand San Francis
co Realities; rancher; active in community, pro
fessional, and alumni affairs. Alpha Gamma Rho. 

47 BS HE-Charlotte Roll Dubin of Dallas, TX, 
October 9, 2007; artist; art teacher; active in 
community and religious affairs. 

'47 BCE, PhD '51-James Gillin of North Palm 
Beach, FL, and Westfield, NJ, December 8, 2008; 
retired chemical engineer, Merck and Co.; active 
in community, professional, and alumni affairs. 
Alpha Chi Sigma. Wife, June (Jacobi) '48. 

'48-Melvin L. Adamsof Macon, GA, October 
27, 2007; emergency physician, Medical Center 
of Central Georgia, Charter Northside Hospital, 
and Heart Works Cardiac Rehabilitation; founded 
urgent care center, East Dublin, GA; veteran; ac
tive in community and professional affairs. Phi 
Delta Theta. 

'48 PhD-Robert F. Eshelman of Mount Joy, PA, 
November 24, 2008; emeritus professor of soci
ology, Franklin and Marshall College; active in 
civic, community, and professional affairs. 

'48 BArch-OliverJ. Foster Jr. of Bennington, 
VT, formerly of West Hartford, CT, September 6, 
2008; architect; partner, Moore and Salsbury; vet
eran; active in community and professional af
fairs. Sigma Phi Epsilon. 

'48 BCE-Gerard F. Fox of Garden City, NY, De
cember 12, 2008; expert in bridge design; partner, 
HNTBCorp.; taught at Columbia U.; veteran; ac
tive in community, professional,and alumni affairs. 
Sigma Phi Epsilon. Wife, Jeanne (McNulta) '49. 

'48 BME-James Greene of Auburn, NY, and 
Fripp Island, SC, June 4, 2008; VP, Greene Air 
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Control; experimental design engineer, Auburn 
Spark Plug; veteran; active in civic and commu
nity affairs. Sigma Phi Epsilon. 

'48 BS HE-Marjorie Leonard Hopkins (Mrs. 
Thomas M. '48) of South Lyon, MI, formerly of 
McLean, VA, December 30, 2008; active in com
munity affairs. Chi Omega. 

'48 BS Ag-Thomas W. B. Lins of Henderson, 
NV, formerly of State College, MS, December 8, 
2008; petroleum geologist, Monsanto Oil Co.; re
tired geology professor, Mississippi State U.; also 
taught at Lamar U.; active in community and 
professional affairs. Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 

'48 BCE-James W. Scott of West Columbia, SC, 
November 24, 2008; retired president/CEO; ac
tive in alumni affairs. Phi Kappa Psi. 

'48-Martha JewettThomas of Canandaigua, NY, 
formerly of Watchung, NJ, September 20, 2008; 
children's librarian. Delta Delta Delta. 

'49 MA-Marcia J. Bowden of Jordan, NY, April 
29, 2008. 

'49 BCE-Richard J. Gilbert of Lexington, MA, 
November 22, 2008; president, Joy Realty As
socs.; active in alumni affairs. Sigma Alpha Mu. 
Wife, Joy (Stern) '51. 

'49 BS ORIE-Severn Joyce of Toledo, OH, De
cember 18, 2008; VP, Owens-Corning Fiberglas 
Corp.; CEO, Northwest Ohio Health Technology 
Center; asst. VP, Medical College of Ohio; veter
an; active in civic, community, professional, and 
alumni affairs. Theta Delta Chi. 

'49 BS Ag-Ernest A. Riegel of Batavia, NY, Au
gust 15, 2007. 

'49 BS HE-Twila Kieda Szazvay of Bordentown, 
NJ, May 3, 2006; worked for Human Svcs., Div. 
of Mental Retardation, State of New Jersey. 

'49 BA-George W. Tuttle of Charlotte, NC, No
vember 14, 2008; inspector, Dept. of Agriculture, 
State of Connecticut; veteran; active in civic, 
community, and religious affairs. 

'49 BS Ag-Edgar L. Van Zandt II of Plainsboro 
Township, NJ, December 25, 2008; owner, Van 
Zandt Sales & Service Co.; sales representative, 
Hobensack Farm Equipment; active in civic, com
munity, professional. and religious affairs. Alpha 
Gamma Rho. 

'49 BS Ag-Constance M. Williams of Horse
heads, NY, November 16, 2008; retired teacher; 
veteran; active in community and professional 
affairs. Kappa Alpha Theta. 

'50 PhD-Richard H. Allaway of West Orange, 
NJ, June 28, 2008; VP of compensation, NY Met
ropolitan Transit Authority; veteran; active in 
civic, community, professional, and religious af
fairs. \Yatermargin. 

'50 MS, PhD '53-Paul C. Berg of Blythewood, 
SC, January 10, 2009; professor, U.of South Car
olina College of Education; veteran; active in pro
fessional and religious affairs. 

'50 BA-Richard Neimeth of New York City, 

January 7, 2009; founder and CEO, NMCLabs; pres
ident, Nat'! Magnesia Co.; VP and partner, Major 
Pharmaceutical; active in community, profes
sional, and alumni affairs. Zeta Beta Tau. 

'50 DVM-Milton Schmidt Jr. of Dracut, MA, No
vember 14, 2008; veterinarian. 

'50 PhD-Charles B.Tennant of Chapel Hill, NC, 
December 10, 2008; manager of developmental 
research, N. J. Zinc; veteran. 

'51 BS ILR-Paul J. Fasser Jr. of Vienna, VA, No
vember 22, 2008; labor arbitrator; asst. secretary 
of labor for labor-management relations; federal 
manpower administrator; asst. director, contract 
administration, United Steelworkers of America; 
veteran; active in civic, community, and alumni 
affairs. Theta Chi. 

'51, BME '52-Sigmund E..Herzstein Jr. of Cam
bridge, MA, October 9, 2008; investor and ven
ture capital advisor; active in civic, community, 
professional, and alumni affairs. Zeta Beta Tau. 

'52 PhD-Henry R. Brandt of Singer Island, FL, 
November 26, 2008; pioneer in biblical counsel
ing; psychologist; educator; author; consultant; 
activein community, professional,and religious 
affairs. 

'52 B Chem E-David W. Clarke of Penn Yan, 
NY, formerly of Seattle, WA, March 12, 2008; 
chemicalengineer, Boeing. 

'52 BS ILR-Oavid R. MacDonald of Bethesda, 
MO, November 28, 2008; attorney; Asst. Secre
tary of the Treasury and Undersecretary of the 
Navy under President Ford; deputy trade repre
sentative, Reagan Administration; veteran; active 
in civic, community, professional, and alumni af
fairs. Delta Tc1u Delta. 

'52 PhD-Miner J. Sloan of Washington, DC, 
January3, 2009; entomologist, Shell Oil Co.; tox
icology expert; veteran; active in civic, commu
nity, and professional affairs. 

'52 BEE-George C. Whiteley Jr. of Herndon, 
VA, December 18, 2008; electrical engineer. 

'52 BA-Norman R. Zitron of Lake Hiawatha, 
NJ, November 7, 2006. 

'53 PhD-W. Brady Anthony of Waco, TX,formerly 
of Auburn, Al, December 15, 2007; president, W. 
B.Anthony Enterprises; professor emeritus, Auburn 
U.; inventor; veteran; active in professional affairs. 

'53 BS Ag-Chc1rles F. Cady of Sackets Harbor, 
NY, September 23, 2008; retired dairy farmer; 
veteran; active in civic, community, and profes
sional affairs. Wife, Joyce (Rupp) '53. 

'53-Perry W.Cornell of Brockport, NY, April 13, 
2008; headed agricultural dept., Jasper Central 
High School; FFA advisor; active in civic, com
munity, and professional affairs. 

'53 JD-John 0. Oragat of West Hartford, CT, Au
gust 11, 2008; attorney; veteran; active in civic, 
community, professional, and religious affairs. 

'53 MS, PhD '55-Robert S. Shallenberger of 
Geneva, NY, December 28, 2008; professor of 
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chemistry, NYS Agricultural Experiment Station; 
taught food and carbohydrate chemistry, Cornell 
U.; veteran; author; active in civic, community. 
and professional affairs. Wife, Carol (Naumann), 
GR '51-52. 

'54 BA-William J. Baldwinof Vista, CA, No
vember 30, 2008; retired Lt. Col., US Air Force. 

'54 BME-Robert W. Benzinger of East Setauket, 
NY, December 27, 2008; retired marketing direc
tor; active in alumni affairs. Sigma Phi Epsilon. 

'54-Austin J, Edgar of Chittenango, NY, April 
27, 2008; retired wholesale florist; active in com
munity and professional affairs. 

'54 BS HE-Jane Foster Hobkirk of Fountain Val
ley, CA,January 4, 2003; lighting expert; sales
woman; active in civic and community affairs. 

'54 PhD-Margaret Young Jackson of Washing
ton, DC, December 22, 2008; retired English pro
fessor, U. of the District of Columbia; veteran. 

'55-Laurence A. Caperton of Louisville, KY,Au
gust 31, 2008; partner, first Volkswagen dealer
ship in Louisville; active in civic and community 
affairs. Theta Delta Chi. 

'55 PhD-William R. Gill of Auburn, AL, Septem
ber 2, 2008; research scientist and director, USDA 
Nat'l Tillage Machinery Laboratory; adjunct profes
sor of agricultural engineering, Auburn U.; research 
scientist, Hawaiian Pineapple Research Inst.; vet
eran; c1uthor; active in professional affairs. 

'55 BS !LR-Albert J. Mackie Jr. of Fernandina 
Beach, FL, December 22, 2008. Pi Kappa Alpha. 

'56, BME '59-Stephen D. Bailey of Fairway, KS, 
November 24, 2008; mechanical engineer; active 
in alumni affairs. Delta Kappa Epsilon. 

'56 BA-John R. Bolton of Sisters, OR, July 2, 
2008. Beta Theta Pi. 

'56-Charles W. Guyett of Trumansburg, NY, De
cember 13, 2008; senior life safety officer, Cor
nell U.; veteran; active in civic, community, and 
professional affairs. 

'56 BA-Carol Negin Minkow of New York City, 
December 7, 2008. 

'56, BEE '5 7-Milton Pelovitzof Lawrenceville. 
NJ, November 25, 2008; retired engineer, Plas
ma Physics Laboratory, Princeton U.; veteran; ac
tive in civic and community affairs. 

'56, BME'57-Richard Sklar of San Francisco, CA, 
January 20, 2009; ambassador to the United Na
tions, Clinton Administration; US special repres
entative for Bosnian reconstruction; worked on 
Montenegro'sindependenceand received the coun
try's highest non-citizen honor; president, San Fran
cisco Public Utilities Comm.; helped rebuild San 
Francisco'scable car system and clean up San Fran
cisco Bay; president and co-owner, Allied Steel and 
Tractor Corp.; worked for O'Brien-Kreitzberg Con
struction Mgmt.; veteran; active in civic, commu
nity. professional, and alumni affairs. Zeta Beta Tau. 

'5 7 BA-Valerie J. Austin of Paris, France, De
cember 19, 2008. 

'5 7 BS Ag-Robert E. Hook of Fulton, NY, for
merly of Syracuse, NY, August 28, 2008; chemi
cal and feed salesman; vocational agricultural 
instructor; insurance salesman; veteran; active in 
civic and community affairs. 

'57 BS HE-Sylva Espenscheid Stoevener of 
Blacksburg, VA, October 19, 2008; home eco
nomics extension teacher; bank customer service 
representative; active in community and religious 
affairs. Husband, Herbert H. Stoevener '58. 

'57 BS Ag, MBA '58-Wayne A. Taylor of Chester 
Springs. PA, June 19. 2008; active in alumni af
fairs. Phi Kappa Sigma. Wife, Gail (Kias) '58. 

'57, BS ILR '60-John H. Wilson of New Berlin, 
PA, October 19, 2008; parole hearing officer; re
tired lieutenant colonel, US Army; professor of 
military science, Bucknell U.; active in commu
nity and professional affairs. 

'58 MD-John P. Donohue of Melbourne Beach, 
FL, September 4, 2008; urologist; professor and 
chair, Dept. of Urology, Indiana U. School of Med
icine; veteran; author; active in civic, communi
ty, professional, and religious affairs. 

'58 MBA-Douglas P.McGandyof Merrimack, NH, 
December 2, 2008; worked for St. Joseph Hospi
tal, Mobil Oil Corp., U. of Hawaii, and Hawaiian 
Telephone; veteran; active in community affairs. 

'58 BS HE-Sara Simmons Quartararo of Dataw 
Island, SC, formerly of Poughkeepsie, NY, Octo
ber 24, 2008; former president, Children's Home 
of Poughkeepsie; active in community and alum
ni affairs. Delta Gamma. Husband, Anthony M. 
Quartararo'53, JD '59. 

'59 BA-RobertI. DodgeIII of Stafford, VA, De
cember6, 2008; active in alumni affairs. Alpha 
Delta Phi. 

'59-Stetson C.Edmunds Jr. of Arroyo Seco, NM, 
January 12, 2008; head of timber management and 
fire staff, Kit Carson Nat'l Forest, US Forest Service; 
activein professionalaffairs. Phi Delta Theta. 

'59 PhD-Davison G. Groveof Chambersburg, 
PA, May 4, 2008; retired biology professor, Wil
son College; veteran; active in community, pro
fessional, and religious affairs. 

'59 LLB-Dan Rooney Ill of Denver. CO,Octo
ber 9, 2008; attorney. 

'59 BA-Barbara Bergenfeld Stern of Newark, 
NJ, January 15, 2009; professor and chair, Dept. 
of Marketing, Rutgers U. 

'59 BA, PhD '72-Heng L. Thung of Bangkok, 
Thailand, January 12, 2009; expert in satellite 
imagery and aerial photograph interpretation; 
author; active in professional affairs. Tau Kappa 
Epsilon. 

'60 BA-Giles S. Brown of Mahwah, NJ, March 
13, 2008; worked in the textile industry; veter
an; active in alumni affairs. Sigma Nu. 

'60 PhD-Edward L. Hart of Knoxville, TN, No
vember 14, 2008; professor emeritus. U. of Ten
nessee; consultant, Oak Ridge Nat'l Laboratory; 
active in professional affairs. 

'60 BS HE-Susan Jacoby Sprick of Grover 
Beach,CA,October 21, 2008; critical care regis
tered nurse; active in community affairs. 

'61-Dan B. Haymes of Morrison,CO,April 
5, 2007. 

'61 BS Ag-William C. Rolland of Youngstown, 
NY, December 4. 2008; co-owner, Rolland Devel
opment Corp.; also worked for the Donaldson Co. 
and John Deere; veteran; active in civic, com
munity, professional, religious, and alumni af
fairs. Cayuga Lodge. Wife, Mary (Tower) '61. 

'62 BS Hotel-Archie Casbarian of New Orleans, 
LA, January 10, 2009; restaurateur; owner, Ar
naud's Restaurant; active in professional affairs. 

'62, BArch '63-George S. Salabes of Baltimore, 
MD, December 1, 2008; architect president, Nel
son-Salabes Architects; veteran; active in civic, 
community, professional, and alumni affairs. Al
pha Epsilon Pi. 

'63 LLB-Leonard J. Connolly of Locust Valley, 
NY, January 24, 2009; corporate attorney; ad
junct professor of law, Hofstra Law School; active 
in civic, community, and professional affairs. 

'63 JD-James W. Hagan of Lincoln, NH, April 29, 
2007; attorney; veteran; active in religious affairs. 

'63 BS Hotel-Charles A. Jones of Kingston, NY, 
August 14, 2006. Alpha Sigma Phi. 

'63-66 GR-Virginia Sager Spevak of Washing
ton, DC, November 20, 2008; retired science 
teacher; former development officer, Green Acres 
School; advocate for solar power; active in civic, 
community, and religious affairs. 

'64 MS ILR, PhD '6 7-Walter L. Balkof Delmar, 
NY, July 24, 2008; professor emeritus, Rockefeller 
College, U. at Albany; also worked for IBM;vet
eran; author; active in civic, community, and pro
fessional affairs. 

'64, BS Ag '65-John W. Grove of Ft. Walton 
Beach, FL, December 17, 2008; retired US Air 
Force officer; executive, humanitarian organiza
tion; active in civic and community affairs. 

'64, BEP'65-Alan S. Hirshberg of Potomac, 
MD, December 21, 2008; retired energy consult
ant, Booz Allen Hamilton; former NASA analyst, 
Mariner Venus and Mariner Mars space missions; 
consultant; active in community, professional, 
and alumni affairs. Phi Gamma Delta. 

'64 MILR-Rudolph B. Sutherland of Vestal, NY, 
September 29, 2008; worked for IBM; worked for 
Moore Business Forms; photographer, General 
Electric; veteran; active in community affairs. 

'65 MFA-Joseph R. Brown of Sebastopol, CA, 
June 22, 2008; artist; active in community affairs. 

'65-66 GR-Father Joseph A. Kelly of Jersey 
City. NJ, December 5, 2008; Jesuit priest; cam
pus minister, St. Peter's College; parochial vicar, 
St. Malachy's Church; worked for int'l food 
pantries; active in community, professional, and 
religious affairs. 

'65 PhD-James R. Millar of Washington, DC. 
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November 30, 2008; emeritus professor of 
economics, George Washington U.; expert on 
economies of Soviet Union and post-Soviet Rus
sia; founder and director, Soviet Interview Project; 
author; active in civic, community, and profes• 
sional affairs. 

'65 MA-Patricia Smithurst Scholsshan of Frank
furt, Germany, December 11, 2007; writer. 

'65, MS ILR, PhD '68-Allan M. Schwartzbaum 
of Jerusalem, Israel, August 21, 2007; executive 
administrator, Zaidner Inst. Wife, Barbara 
(Shapiro),MAT'66. 

'65 MST-Douglas B. Seager of Penn Yan, NY, De
cember 16, 2008; science coordinator, Wayne
Finger Lakes BOCES; taught at Keuka College, 
Brockport State U., Rochester City School's 
PRIS2Mproject, and Fayetteville-Manlius School 
district; set up science programs for Ugandan 
government; author; active in civic, community, 
and professional affairs. 

'65-Ken L. Tenen of Salisbury, MD, August 26, 
2008. Sigma Alpha Mu. Wife, Lynne Edelstein 
Hecht '64. 

'65 JD-Walter J. Ward of Canandaigua, NY, Au
gust 5, 2008; attorney; public defender, Seneca 
County; counsel, NYS Assembly Comm. on Trans
portation; veteran; active in civic and communi
ty affairs. 

'66 PhD-William H, Kaven of Ithaca, NY, De
cember 27, 2008; professor emeritus, Hotel 
School, Cornell U.; active in professional and 
alumni affairs. Wife, Frederica (Kraft), GR '75-77. 

'66 MD-I. Ira Mason of New York City, Decem
ber 29, 2008; physician. 

'66, BArch '67--Joseph Pomerance or Brooklyn, 
NY, July 17, 2008; artist; copy editor of math 
and science books; harpist. 

'66 BSHE-Karen L. Sands of New York City, 
December24, 2007; psychotherapist. Alpha Ep
silon Phi. 

'66 MSAg-Michael B. Spevak of Washington, 
DC, November 20, 2008; primary psychiatrist, 
Lorton prison facility; worked with troubled ado
lescents; advocate for solar power; active in 
civic, community, and professional affairs. 

'6 7-Peter A. Cofrin of Green Bay, WI, July 10, 
2008; owner, Third Coast Records and Pierce Ar
row Recording; helped establish Cofrin Memorial 
Arboretum, U. of Wisconsin, Green Bay; active in 
civic and community affairs. Psi Upsilon. 

'68 MS Chem E, PhD '70-lawrence R. Daley 
of Lexington, KY, June 6, 2008; associate pro
fessor of computer science, Hampton U.; chemi
cal engineer, IBM; active in community affairs. 

'68 BEE-William A. Geohegan of Andover, 
MA, October 27, 2007; electrical engineer, Com
pugraphics. 

'68 EdD-Donald J. Hennigan of West Chatham, 
MA, April 18, 2008; superintendent of schools, Man
chester, CT; school principal; middle and high school 
English teacher; active in community affairs. 

'68 PhD-Arnold W. Tremere of Medicine Hat, 
Alberta, October 26, 2008; executive director, 
Canadian lnt'l Grains Inst.; general manager, 
Maple Leaf Mills; active in community and pro
fessional affairs. 

'69 BA-Robert P. Geronemus of Fort Lauderdale, 
FL, January 24, 2009; nephrologist; senior part
ner, South Florida Nephrology; clinical associate 
professor,Florida Atlantic U.; former chief resident, 
Mt. Sinai Hospital; author; active in professional 
and alumni affairs. Phi Sigma Epsilon. 

'69 BA-Rick M. Stillman of Parkland, Fl, No
vember 26, 2008; general and vascular surgeon; 
former chief of staff and medical director, Wound 
Healing Center, Northwest Medical Center; di· 
rector, Health Science Center, Kings County Med
ical Center; assoc. professor of surgery; author; 
active in community and professional affairs. 
Watermargin. 

'69 BA, MD '73-Nicholas G. Ward of Seattle, 
WA, October 28, 2008; professor emeritus, Dept. 
of Psychiatry, U. of Washington; active in pro
fessional affairs. Tau Kappa Epsilon. 

'71 MILR-Donald F.Fenily of Scottsdale, AZ,Au
gust 28, 2008; worked for the US Postal Service. 

'72 JD-Albert H. Meyerhoff of Beverly Hills, CA, 
December 21, 2008; labor, environmental, and 
civil rights lawyer; brought case against sweat
shops in Saipan; director, public health program, 
Nat'l Resources Defense Council; author; active in 
civic, community, and professional affairs. 

'72 BS HE-Mary R. Myers Cole (Mrs. Sylvan '39) 
of New York City. November 28, 2008; product 
development consultant; active in alumni affairs. 

'72 BA-Joseph A. Seale of Navarre, FL, Janu
ary 5, 2009. 

'72 MA-William I. Shorter of Baltimore, MD, 
January 20, 2009; retired manager, Verizon; ac· 
tive in civic and community affairs. 

'73-76 GR-Jo Ann Wimer of Newfield, NY, Jan
uary 22, 2009; university editor, Cornell Office of 
Publications and Marketing; worked for the For
eign Service and the United Nations; active in 
professional affairs. 

'73 PhD-Guirguis F.Yassaof Sussex, NJ, Sep
tember 3, 1993; civil engineer. 

'7 4-Michael Milano of las Vegas, NV, January 
9, 2009; president. Milano Wealth Management. 

'74 MEP-Steven J. Ostro of la Crescenta, CA, 
December 15, 2008; senior NASA research scien
tist, Jet Propulsion Laboratory; pioneer in aster
oid radar astronomy; asst. professor, Cornell U.; 
active in community and professional affairs. 

'7 5 BA-Thomas P. Lyne of Boise, IO, October 
23, 2008. 

'75 BA-William D. Manns Jr. of Maplewood, 
NJ, November 24, 2008; attorney; veteran; ac
tive in civic, community, professional, and reli
gious affairs. 

'7 6 BA-Charles M. Cook of Mendham, NJ, August 

14, 2008; co-founder and VP of information serv
ices, Provid Pharmaceutical; researcher, Hoffman
la Roche; active in professional affairs. 

'77 BS Ag, DVM '83-Deborah E. light of Bow
doinham, ME, January 1, 2009; veterinarian; 
equestrian; active in community and alumni af
fairs. Alpha Psi. 

'79 BA-William V. Adamski of Oyster Bay, NY, 
January 12, 2009; CEO, NY Credit Advisors; for
mer managing director, Credit Suisse First 
Boston; active in alumni affairs. 

'80 JD-Stephen R. Seely of Rahway, NJ, No
vember 1, 2008; attorney. 

'81 MBA-Karen Wehmann Seldomridge of 
Ghent, NY, formerly of Lancaster, PA, November 
11, 2008; healthcare marketer; sales manager, St. 
Joseph's Hospital (Lancaster, PA); active in com
munity affairs. 

'84 BA-Susan Martin Goodrich of Marquette, 
MI, January 11, 2009; assoc. professor of mod
ern languages and literature, Northern Michigan 
U.; Latin American scholar; author; active in 
community and professional affairs. 

'85, BS Ag '86-leda M. liounis-Boyce of New 
York City, May 26, 2008; director, inventory and 
special projects, Sterling Publishing. 

'85, BArch 'BB-Peter P. Newell of Murrells Inlet, 
SC, formerly of Ithaca, NY, November 23, 2008; ar
chitect; real estate developer; designed Hospicare 
Center, Ithaca, NY. Wife, Cherie (Tiffany) '93. 

'86, BS Ag '87-lisa Brigham McCarthy of Tal
lahassee, Fl, January 11, 2009; investment 
banker. Pi Beta Phi. 

'86 BEE-Eric J. Westerdahl of Williamstown, 
MA, June 10, 2008; safety engineer, Underwrit
ers' Laboratories and Lasermax Roll Systems; as
sistant, Museum of Black World War ll History; 
ski instructor; active in civic and community af
fairs. Wife, Martha (Bennett) '86. 

'88 BSHE-Joanne Fanelli-Panus of Mendham, 
NJ, January 7, 2009; researcher in immunology; 
author; active in community, professional, and 
religious affairs. Husband, Mark J. Panus '88. 

'89 PhD-Thomas V. Long II of Wrightsville 
Beach, NC, January 10, 2009; pioneer in energy 
analysis and biomedical research; assoc. profes
sor, U. of Chicago; CEO, Maine Center for Innova
tion in Biotechnology; founded Zuzu Bioceuticals 
and Maricultura Inc.; also taught at U. of Michi
gan, Penn State U., Medical College of Virginia, 
and Cornell U.; author; active in civic, commu
nity, and professional affairs. 

'89 BS, MD '94-Lance Petersof Ithaca, NY,De
cember 26, 2008; orthopedic surgeon; specialist 
in joint replacements; active in alumni affairs. 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 

'00 BA-Ned E. Fellman of Las Vegas, NV, for
merly of Demarest, NJ, March 26, 2008; attorney. 
Pi Kappa Alpha. 

'06 BEE,MEE'OS-Jonathan Zhi-Xiang Shao of 
Brookline, MA, August 15, 2008. 
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The Mouse That Roared 
Umpteen English classes later, The Elements of Style turns fifty 

Itwas known as "the little book"-a slim vol
ume whose purpose was no less than to give 
its holder a mighty command of the mother 
tongue. Written by legendary English profes-

sor William Strunk Jr., PhD 1896, The Elements of 
Style fell into disuse after his retirement in 1937. It 
got a second life rwo decades later, when one of his 
star pupils-E. B. White '21, by then a celebrated 
essayist and the author of the children's classics 
Charlotte's Web and Stuart Little-memorialized 
the book in a Neiv Yorker column. Alongside ads 
for finned Cadillacs and United's "men only" flights 
for busy executives, White recalled the value of 
Strunk's wee opus: "a forty-three-page summation 
of the case for cleanliness, accuracy, and brevity in 
the use of English." 

"Omit needless words." It's Strunk's most famous com
mandment, but there are others: "Use definite, specific, concrete 
language." "Use the active voice." After White's column ran in 
July 1957, the Macmillan Company expressed interest in repub
lishing The Elements of Style, if White would provide revisions 
and an introduction. ("In these latter days," an editor wrote him 
regarding the book's prospects, "many bright people who are 

supposed to be teaching English 
co,nposition have gone v.rhoring 

after strange gods, and this pursuit 
seems to have conferred upon them 
the gift of tongues, though in no 
two instances the same tongue."} 
Strunk had died in 1946, but his 
family agreed. 

The first edition of the now
famous version of The Elements of 
Style-known colloquially as Strunk 
and White-came out a half-century 
ago, in 1959. It was priced modestly 
($2.50 hardcover~ $1 paperback), 
better ro reach the masses. "It was 
something that people could afford," 
says University Archivist Elaine 
Engsr, MA '72. "The idea always 
has been that it was 'the little 
book."' 

Cornell's Division of Rare and 
Manuscript Collections in Kroch Library has extensive holdings 
on The Elements of Style, including White's original manuscript, 
typed on yellow paper. It has copies of the various editions-

8(TTMA},,111/C0Rms 

there have been three official revisions, plus an illustrated ver
sion and a fiftieth anniversary volume in black hardcover-not 
to mention foreign incarnations, like the one designed to help 
native Japanese speakers write in 
Strunk's English. Kroch also has 
extensive correspondence between 
White and his readers, some of 1,whom reminisce about the harsh
ness of their mutual taskmaster. 
"He could almost weep over some te 
thing tenderhearted," physician 
Rose Donk 1905 recalled of 
Strunk. "However, he was any
thing bur gentle when that single
page theme was a flop." 

The Elements of Style was a 
bestseller, which Engst chalks up to 

its accessibility and White's fame; 
plus, she says, "it made English 
teachers' lives easier." As one bookstore clerk wrote to \Xfhire: 
"It's propped up on the fronr table with all the other 'hot' paper
backs-between the Rand McNally Road Atlas and The Joy of 
Sex. And it's selling faster than either one of chem." 

Language lessons: E. B. White '21 and a canine 
companion (top} in his New Yorker office, circa 
1955. Left: William Strunk Jr., in a portrait that ran 
in the Alumni News in spring 1909, when he was 
promoted to full professor. Above: the third edition 
of The Elements of Style, published in 1979. 
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