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Healthcare providers
need a voice in
healthcare discussions.

Dr. Alejandro Badia, Arts ’85, explains why.

HEALTHCARE

trD~~
32

Despite all the political debate and media
coverage on healthcare policy and reform,
there is one glaring omission: feedback from
the people in the trenches—the doctors and
other healthcare professionals who provide
care to the patients.
Healthcare from the Trenches will give you
an in-depth, behind-the-scenes look at
our healthcare system as well as proposed
solutions and suggestions for actions every
one of us can take to enact positive, longlasting change.
Dr. Alejandro Badia, Arts ’85, has been a practicing orthopedic
hand surgeon for three decades. He is the founder of OrthoNOW®
immediate orthopedic care clinics and is actively seeking national
strategic partners. Visit www.OrthoNOWcare.com.

For more information visit
www.DrBadiaBook.com
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was no cages or pigeonholes . . . You should have the opportunity to follow
wherever your talent and will take you.”

48 Learning Curve

Among the courses being taught in person this semester is Introduction to
Communication, whose Bailey Hall lectures are also viewed on Zoom by students
taking it online. The class offers a glimpse into what it’s like to teach and study at
Cornell this fall—one of the most challenging semesters in the history of higher ed.
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Margaret Newell Mitchell ’47
played many roles for Cornell—
including acting in fundraising
skits to promote planned gifts
and co-founding the Cayuga
Society.
Read more about her legacy
and begin to create your own.
Oﬃce of Trusts, Estates, and
Gift Planning
800-481-1865
gift_planning@cornell.edu
cornel.ly/giftplanning

The Cayuga Society

Honoring those who have
established a planned gift
for Cornell

Cornell University
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FROM MARTHA POLLACK

‘Te Embodiment of Our Cornell Ideals’
Celebrating the life and legacy of Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54

O

requires very hard work, done over a very long
period of time. It requires a willingness to listen
to, and even appreciate those with whom you
disagree. I always found the close friendship
between Justices Ginsburg and Scalia, who
held dramatically opposing positions even on
the fundamentals of judicial interpretation, to
be not only touching, but telling, showing their
ability to respect and hear across differences.
At the same time, meaningful change requires
a willingness both to disagree with others
and to cogently explain your disagreement,
something Justice Ginsburg did so frequently
in her Supreme Court dissents, dissents that
had impact and will continue to do so into
the future. And meaningful change requires a
certain level of optimism. It’s hard to imagine
that Justice Ginsburg was not frustrated by the

n my offce desk sits a small laminated box adorned with a picture of
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54 in
her distinctive lace collar, and one of her many
memorable quotes: “Women belong in all places
where decisions are being made.” It’s a quote
that is particularly meaningful to me, as someone who is fortunate enough to often be in the
room where it happens—where decisions are
made. While this quote is well known, what
many people forget is the second sentence in
the quote, that “[i]t shouldn’t be that women
are the exception.” That’s what I remind myself
each day: that women shouldn’t be the exception in leadership positions, nor
should people of color, nor people
Meaningful change, Justice Ginsburg knew,
from any group that has historirequires very hard work, done over a very
cally been excluded.
long period of time. It requires a willingness
That’s what Justice Ginsburg
to listen to, and even appreciate those with
fought for, throughout her entire
adult life. To quote from her again,
whom you disagree.
“We should not be held back
from pursuing our full talents, from contributslow pace of change, and by how often she had
ing what we could contribute to the society . . .
to write those dissents. Yet, to quote her one
because we belong to a group that historically
more time, she counseled that we shouldn’t “be
has been the object of discrimination.”
distracted by emotions like anger, envy, resentIn her unwavering pursuit of equity, driven
ment. These just zap energy and waste time.”
by a vision in which any person is able to
I had the immense honor to meet Justice
deploy their talents, putting them to use to help
Ginsburg in her chambers in February. We were
repair the world, I see Justice Ginsburg as the
planning an event that was to be held later in
embodiment of our Cornell ideals. Most obvithe spring, in which I would interview her in
ous is her commitment to our “any person”
front of an audience of Cornell alumni. Sadly,
ethos. Then there is her unfagging dedication
the coronavirus began to sweep through the
to public service—her own, of course, but also
U.S. a few weeks later, and the event had to
her vision of what others can do: she fought for
be postponed—now forever. But I will always
the right of everyone to “contribute to the sociremember that meeting, with a tiny, quiet, yet
ety.” And there is her sheer relentlessness, her
incredibly powerful woman who was a hero to so
tenacity—something I see in so many Cornell
many, and who, to my mind, personifed what it
students especially as they rise to our current
means to be a Cornellian. Rest in peace, RBG. n
— Martha E. Pollack
challenging circumstances.
president@cornell.edu
Meaningful change, Justice Ginsburg knew,
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This essay was published in the Daily Sun and
Cornell Chronicle in September. For CAM’s
tribute to Justice Ginsburg, see page 44.
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STEADFAST SUPPORTERS
ARE THE FOUNDATION OF CORNELL.
WE SALUTE YOUR LOYALTY
BY RECOGNIZING YOU
AS MEMBERS OF THE 1865 SOCIETY.
Thank you, 1865 Society members.
Your gift each year supports our mission
of learning, discovery, and engagement.

giving.cornell.edu
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CAMPUS NEWS

From the Hill

The extensive plans and precautions that

were positive. “Despite all the changes and

As part of its surveillance protocols,

the University put in place to prevent the

the challenges, our students overwhelm-

Cornell has adopted a color-coded alert

spread of COVID-19 during the fall semes-

ingly chose to return to their studies this

system—based on such factors as positive

ter seem to have been effective—evidenced

fall; we have a remarkable 97 percent of last

test numbers and local hospital capacity—

by the fact that, as of CAM’s press time

year’s fall enrollment,” she said, going on to

from green (“New Normal”) to red (“Shut

in mid-October, coronavirus case num-

note that 6,000 students chose not to return

Down”), with the ascending levels con-

bers have stayed low. In her State of the

to Ithaca this semester but are continuing

noting increasingly stringent behavioral

University address on October 9, President

their classes remotely.

restrictions. As of press time, campus had

Martha Pollack reported that of the nearly

The University’s success at controlling the

been in the green zone throughout the

165,000 samples that had been tested on

spread of COVID has received coverage in

semester, except for a period of about two

campus since the start of classes, only 101

the national press, including a late September

weeks in early September when the lev-

spot on “Good Morning America”

el was raised to yellow (“Low to Moderate

that highlighted Cornell’s in-house

Risk”). “While it is encouraging to return

testing system. Pollack and Provost

to alert level green, do not mistake this

INSIDE LOOK: Human Ecology student Moriah Adeghe ’21 (above)
was featured in a “Good Morning America” story on Cornell’s
testing system. Top: The COVID analysis lab at the Vet college.

6

Michael Kotlikoff also published

as an indicator that we can let our guards

an op-ed in the Washington Post

down,” Kotlikoff and Ryan Lombardi, vice

outlining how they’ve kept COVID

president for student and campus life, said

rates low. “Students have proved

in a message announcing the downshift.

themselves more than capable of

“If we have learned anything during the

acting responsibly,” they wrote in

pandemic, the virus can spread quickly,

the piece’s conclusion. “Those who

easily, and within very small groups. Each

fnd it easy to caricaturize our

one of us must continue to take every pre-

nation’s universities might indeed

caution to keep both our campus and local

fnd much to learn from them.”

community safe.”

PHOTOS: LAB, LINDSAY FRANCE/UREL; GMA, PROVIDED

Campus COVID Levels Remain Low; Enrollment Is High

CORNELL ALUMNI MAGAZINE

ND20_fth_PROOF_3_JBOK.indd 6

10/21/20 4:50 PM

R+D
Information science professor Cheng Zhang and colleagues
have developed a device that can track the performance of
household appliances using vibrations.

Dorms Named for Ginsburg, Morrison
In her State of the University address, President Pollack
announced that two of the dorms under construction as part of
the North Campus Residential Expansion (above) will be named
for prominent Cornellians: Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg ’54, who died in September, and Nobel Prize-winning
author Toni Morrison, MA ’55, who passed away in August 2019.

Fundraising Steady as Need Increases
In September, the University reported its fundraising numbers
for the fscal year that ended in June—and despite the global pandemic and economic crises, Cornell received $712 million in new
gifts and commitments, the third-highest single-year total ever.
The news comes at a time when need for fnancial aid has risen sharply; the University Budget Offce has predicted that up
to 3,000 undergrads will experience unanticipated changes in
their fnances over the next few years, noting that each 1 percent
increase in the national jobless rate is projected to add 275 to 300
students to Cornell’s fnancial aid rolls. Among the most prominent recent fundraising efforts is the Cornell Promise campaign,

Cornell AgriTech in Geneva, home to the
nation’s oldest apple breeding program,
released three new varieties this fall: Cordera,
Firecracker (right), and Pink Luster.
Using animal studies, food science professor
Robin Dando has found that a mother’s highfat diet prior to pregnancy may lead to more
sweet-taste receptors and a greater attraction to unhealthy food in
their offspring—potentially resulting in obesity in adulthood.
Cornell has once again taken the
top prize in the Institute of Food
Technologists’ student product
development competition, held
virtually this year. The winning
entry: Smoothie Bites (left), bitesize frozen fruit smoothie pieces
with a crunchy yogurt coating.
A team led by global health professor Saurabh Mehta has won a
$100,000 NIH challenge prize for its concept for a cellphone-based
system to detect infectious diseases, inflammation, and nutritional
deficiencies in saliva.
Researchers at Cornell Tech have found that passive data from
smartphones—including movement, ambient sound, and sleep
patterns—can help predict relapses of schizophrenia.

which aims to help all undergrads complete their studies on the
Hill, regardless of fnancial situation.

‘For too many, racism is something
to be denounced but not discussed.’
— Professor Noliwe Rooks, introducing the debut webinar
of Arts & Sciences’ yearlong series on racism in America

Homecoming 2020 Celebrated Online
It was dubbed “StayHomecoming”: a virtual version of the traditional fall event celebrating Big Red spirit. This year—instead
of a weekend of tailgates, football, and freworks—the festivities
lasted an entire week and featured a variety of online activities,
including a sports-themed game show that pitted student athletes (the “Bartels Brainiacs”) against their alumni counterparts
(the “Big Old Bears”). Another highlight: a conversation (above)
PHOTOS: APPLE, KEVIN MALONEY; OTHERS, PROVIDED

between NBC News journalist Kate Snow ’91 and Anthony Fauci,
MD ’66, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, in which they refected on their respective roles in
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and took questions from
students. In addition to participating online, students on campus enjoyed a slate of socially distanced Spirit Week activities,
including tie-dyeing bandanas on the Arts Quad and picking
up free StayHomecoming face masks as well as pumpkins to
decorate their dorm rooms.

SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS: This fall, the famed Intro to
Wines class went virtual—and Professor Cheryl Stanley ’00
got creative. To help her students understand the subtleties
of wine aromas, she sent them scratch ’n’ sniff stickers in such
scents as grape, strawberry, cola, chocolate, and peppermint.
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CAMPUS NEWS

Did You Know . . .
That the HBO hit series “Lovecraft
Country” is based on a novel by Matt
Ruff ’87? Ruff—the author of several
books including Fool on the Hill and
Sewer, Gas & Electric—published the
fantasy horror tale in 2016.
LIVING MEMORY: The University of Virginia has unveiled
a monument honoring the estimated 4,000 enslaved laborers
who built and worked at the university in the nineteenth
century. It was co-designed by Meejin Yoon, BArch ’95, dean
of the College of Architecture, Art, and Planning.

‘We fnd it helpful to look back at
things; it helps us think about the
patterns and rhythms in life.’
— Communication professor Lee Humphreys ’99, who studied
the effect of posting milestones like anniversaries on Facebook

Give My Regards to . . .
Tese Cornellians in the news

Interim Dean of Students Takes Office
Marla Love (left), senior associate dean of
diversity and equity, is currently serving as
interim dean of students. Vijay Pendakur, who
had served as dean since December 2016, left
Cornell in September to become the chief
diversity, equity, and inclusion offcer at the
video game company Zynga. Love has also
taken Pendakur’s place as the representative of student interests on the three-person body that advises
President Pollack on diversity and equity issues.

Frat Banned Following 2019 Death
Phi Kappa Psi has lost University recognition with no chance of
being reinstated. A “dirty rush” party at the fraternity in October
2019 has been implicated in the death of Antonio Tsialas ’23, who
was reportedly drinking heavily at the event before taking a fatal
fall into a nearby gorge. In September, a Tompkins County judge

Saul Teukolsky (left), the Hans A. Bethe
Professor of Physics, winner of the American
Physical Society’s Einstein Prize for outstanding
achievement in gravitational physics.

ruled that a lawsuit brought by Tsialas’s parents against Phi Kappa
Psi, the University, and several other defendants could proceed.

Keith Raywood ’78, winner of a Primetime
Emmy award for production design on
“Saturday Night Live.” Geoff Haggerty ’02
was nominated as a writer for the “Daily Show”
and Michael Kantor ’83 as an executive producer of PBS’s
“American Masters.”

Former student-elected trustee
Dustin Liu ’19 (left), named
the U.S.’s youth observer to the
United Nations.
Svante Myrick ’09 (below
right), mayor of Ithaca, named to
Fortune’s “40 Under 40” list for
government and politics.
Fred Young ’64, BME ’65, MEng ’66, MBA ’66,
who has had a powerful telescope named after
him. Young has donated more than $16 million
to the project, located in Chile and now known
as the Fred Young Submillimeter Telescope.

8

Students Aid COVID Prevention
The University’s efforts to promote safe behavior this semester
have included student volunteers participating in two programs:
Peer Ambassadors and Peer Consultants. The ambassadors support public health awareness by spreading positive messages on
social media, serving as role models for adhering to Cornell’s
Behavioral Compact, and volunteering at tents (above) to distribute masks and hand sanitizer. The consultants serve as a think
tank to identify risky dynamics within their social circles and
help re-imagine traditional campus events to make them safer.

PHOTOS: MEMORIAL, ALAN KARCHMER; TEUKOLSKY, LINDSAY FRANCE/UREL;
LOVE AND MYRICK, JASON KOSKI/UREL; TENT, JOHN MUNSON; OTHERS, PROVIDED

Reginald White ’80, BS ’83 (right), a senior
director of human resources on the Hill, elected
by his fellow employees to a four-year term on
the Board of Trustees.
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Cornell is where
your heart is.
June 10–13, 2021
Start planning your weekend.
Visit alumni.cornell.edu/reunion
for more information.
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CORNELL

Promise
You can help ensure that currently enrolled
undergraduates can complete their education
even if their fnancial situation has changed
during the pandemic. Every gift for Cornell
Promise provides urgent fnancial aid relief
to the students who need it most.
Support students today: cornel.ly/promise

Photo by Jason Koski/Cornell University.
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AGAINST THE
CURRENT
PHOTOS: ARIK THORMAHLEN

For a champion swimmer, chilly waters
are a hot opportunity to test her mettle

E

xtreme athlete Jaimie Monahan, MILR ’03, has swum all over the world,
from Antarctica to Argentina to Australia. But when the coronavirus
pandemic put a hold on her travels this summer, she decided to stay close
to her apartment in New York City’s West Village. Monahan didn’t stop swimming in open water, though. In fact, she set a major goal: to do as many laps ›
COLD COMFORT: Monahan training in ice swimming in Iceland in 2019
NOVEMBER

ND20_cold water swimmer_PROOF_3_JBOKr.indd 11

|

DECEMBER

2 02 0

11

11/2/20 5:30 PM

CURRENTS

mile in the coldest water Monahan had ever
been in: an ice pool cut into a frozen lake
in Tyumen, Russia—a city in the Siberian
tundra—where the water hovered around
32 degrees and the air had a wind chill of
minus 24. To acclimatize her body to such
frigid conditions, Monahan says it’s key to
swim in cold water at least once a week. “I
like to get into the water as fast as possible,”
she says. “Some people like to walk in and
almost numb themselves frst, but that’s not
my style.”
Throughout her career, Monahan has
set records in some of the most stunning
places on the planet. She’s swum through
a rainstorm in Singapore, past the breathtaking beaches and cliffs of Sydney, with
penguins in the Arctic Circle, and alongside
icebergs in New Zealand. For long-distance
swims, Monahan is accompanied by a small
support team to keep her safe and on course;
her longtime partner usually travels alongside her in a kayak to monitor her progress
and document the journeys. These swims
can be mentally and physically draining—a
jellyfsh sting once left her hand temporarily paralyzed during a swim in Alexandria,
Egypt—and the trips take a lot of careful
planning. For her fnal mile of the Ice Sevens
Challenge, Monahan few to South America
three times before fnding a spot that met the challenge’s specifc
requirements, fnally achieving the feat by swimming the famed
Beagle Channel in Patagonia.
Plus, Monahan has to ft in training and traveling around the
demands of a full-time career: earlier this year she started a new
position as the U.S. head of campus recruitment for Scotiabank,

around Manhattan Island as possible. By the end of August,
she’d swum the twenty-eight-mile loop an unprecedented seven
times in seven days (her best time: 7 hours, 53 minutes). Less
than a month later, Monahan hit a cumulative career total
of twenty-seven swims around Manhattan—surpassing the
previous career record of twenty-three set in 1999. “The great
thing is that this route starts and ends
about a mile from my home,” she says.
‘I like to get into the water as fast as possible,’ Monahan says.
“So I have this amazing, challenging swim
‘Some people like to walk in and almost numb themselves
right in my own backyard.”
first, but that’s not my style.’
A seven-time U.S. national champion in
winter swimming (defned as open-water
after twelve years at Deloitte Consulting. “When you’re working
swimming in cold conditions), Monahan is used to pushing
really hard at your day job,” she says, “it gives you something
boundaries. Recently profled in the book Strong Like Her—
to look forward to.” Her training regimen includes swimming
which features portraits of inspiring female athletes in sports
some twenty miles per week in indoor pools, either before or
from fencing to bodybuilding—the forty-one-year-old has been
after work. (As she notes, New York City’s rivers aren’t pracinducted into both the International Marathon Swimming Hall
tical for daily training, both because the current is so strong
of Fame and the International Ice Swimming Hall of Fame. In
and because doing so would require permission from maritime
2018, she set a Guinness World Record for the fastest time to
authorities.) She does swim outdoors at least once a week—in
complete six marathon swims on six continents in sixteen days.
the Coney Island/Brighton Beach area—to stay acclimatized
The year before that, she became the frst person to complete
to the cold water, and also keeps in shape with yoga and
the “Ice Sevens Challenge,” in which swimmers have just over
high-intensity interval training.
a year to complete seven one-mile swims on all seven contiMonahan has been a swimmer for as long as she can remember,
nents in waters below 41 degrees Fahrenheit. That included a

12
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resting EKG taken before a swim, and a medical doctor with
competing in high school and as an undergrad at SUNY Geneseo,
experience in the sport is always on hand during events. But
where she studied communication. She didn’t get interested in
Monahan doesn’t consider herself a thrill seeker. As she said
open-water swimming until after earning a master’s degree from
during a TEDx talk she gave last year, the sport appealed to her
the ILR school, when she signed up for a 2008 triathlon that
because she believes that pursuing diffcult personal challenges
included a swim in the choppy, icy-cold seas near Alcatraz Island
can only improve your life. “It’s really rare in this day and age to
off San Francisco. A year later, she swam the twenty-one-mile
get the opportunity to do something that hasn’t been done before,”
English Channel in just under sixteen hours.
she says. “For me, ice swimming is almost like a new frontier.” n
In 2014, Monahan discovered ice swimming, a tradition
— Heather Salerno
that stretches back centuries in countries like Finland and
Russia, but only became
an organized sport in 2009
with the founding of the
International Ice Swimming
Association. The group has
more than 2,500 members
from around the world; last
year, about 400 swimmers
from more than thirty countries competed in the sport’s
world championships. The
rules are strict: athletes may
only wear a standard swimsuit, a bathing cap, and one
pair of goggles—no wetsuits
or neoprene caps allowed.
Possible health dangers of
extreme cold-water swimming include hypothermia
and diffculty breathing, and
the association takes those
risks seriously. All swimmers must have their heart
DIFFERENT STROKES: Monahan (clockwise from top right) competing in an annual seventeen-mile swim marathon from
Manhattan to Coney Island in 2017; doing the butterfy under a Norwegian pier; and posing on a black sand beach in Iceland
rate, blood pressure, and
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WOMEN’S
RIGHTS

A feminist philosopher on the costs
of misogyny and male privilege
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n early September, Professor Kate Manne spoke about her
The Logic of Misogyny. It maintains that male entitlement
new book on male privilege at an online event organized by
explains an array of problems, from “mansplaining” to healtha feminist bookstore in Corning, New York. About halfway
care inequities to the unfair burden placed on women when
through the Zoom session, an irate man broke in. “Women have
it comes to household chores and child care. She draws a
no rights!” he screamed, hurling obscenities until the moderconnection to other issues as well, contending that entitlement
ator removed him. Manne calmly continued, informing the
explains why certain men routinely get away with sexual assault.
group that she’s used to such vitriolic reactions. As she
The New York Times has called Manne’s work
later observed in an interview with CAM: “I’ve always
said that trying to draw attention to misogyny almost
‘bracing and even thrilling to read.’
inevitably attracts more of it. Certainly, those kinds of
things being said to me on Twitter is not unusual, and I get a
Manne opens the book with the 2018 Supreme Court confrfair amount of hate mail in my inbox. It’s par for the course.”
mation hearings of Brett Kavanaugh, describing his furious
And Manne—an associate professor of philosophy and a feld
responses to allegations that he had attacked college professor
member in feminist, gender, and sexuality studies—says she
Christine Blasey Ford when they were teenagers. “It was dismaywon’t let those detractors silence her. She has written essays on
ing,” she recalls. “He was someone who felt entitled to a position
such topics as the inhumane treatment of protestors after the
of the highest moral authority in the land despite very credible
fatal shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, and Tara
evidence he’d sexually assaulted someone. I felt it really crysReade’s sexual assault allegations against Joe Biden, publishing
tallized both a certain kind of toxic white male entitlement, but
in outlets including the New York Times, Politico, the Nation,
also the sympathetic reaction that many people had to him.”
and the Huffngton Post. As the Times wrote of her earlier this
Indeed, Manne coined the term “himpathy” for when male
year: “One of the qualities that makes Manne’s writing bracperpetrators of sexual violence are shown more sympathy than
ing and even thrilling to read is her refusal to ingratiate herself
their female victims. She believes that’s part of the reason not
by softening the edges of her resolve.”
enough has been done to stamp out sexual harassment and
Manne’s latest book—Entitled: How Male Privilege Hurts
abuse, even with the rise of the #MeToo movement and proseWomen—is a companion to her 2017 debut, Down Girl:
cution of public fgures like Harvey Weinstein. In the book she
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cites the case of Brock Turner, a Stanford student convicted
behind videos and a manifesto detailing his hatred of women.
of sexually assaulting an unconscious woman after a party.
“It reminded me of how vulnerable my female students were to
Despite the fact that he was caught in the act, many people
these kind of threats,” she says. “And I was shocked by the way
expressed doubt that he could be a rapist. The judge gave Turner
the media was in denial; this was clearly misogyny in action.”
a six-month sentence, reasoning that longer prison time could
That inspired her to write Down Girl, which won the 2019
have a “severe impact” on his future. “We’re less comfortable
American Philosophical Association’s Book Prize. Despite the
looking at the fact that assault is something often perpetrated
acclaim, she says she fnished that book in a spirit of despair,
by young men who have supposedly bright futures ahead of
concerned that others did not take the problem of misogyny
them,” says Manne. “Equally, we’re more comfortable sympaseriously. Her feelings have since evolved, partly because she
thizing with beautiful, typically white Hollywood actresses who
heard from many readers who are eager to combat the issue.
come forward, but we’re less inclined toward women of color and
Another reason Manne’s view has shifted is because she had her
women who are marginalized in other ways.”
Manne argues, too, that male entitlement perpet‘What I loved about philosophy,’ Manne says, ‘was
uates the notion that women are “unelectable.” A
that you were expected to disagree and be contrary.’
supporter of Elizabeth Warren for the Democratic presidential nomination, she outlines her belief that Warren
faced “straight-up misogyny and the associated gender biases”
frst child—a girl—late last year. (Her husband, Daniel Manne,
during her campaign. Writes Manne: “Unlike their male rivals,
is a lawyer who lectures at Cornell on intellectual property
women are not entitled to make mistakes. . . . They are not
and gender and the law.) While she isn’t necessarily hopeful
entitled to challenge the narrative put forward by their male
that the future will be brighter for her daughter, her birth has
counterparts. And while they may be entitled to have power
inspired Manne to keep pushing society to think deeply about
under certain conditions, they are not entitled to actively
the diffculties that women and girls face.
seek it, nor to take it away from the men they’re up
Says Manne: “Having my daughter gave me
against. Until we face these facts, we will not have a
a sense of renewed purpose.” n
— Heather Salerno
female president.” In a recent opinion piece, the Chicago
Tribune called Manne’s interweaving of news stories
and cultural touchstones with her own
arguments an effective way of presenting an “airtight case against everyday
misogyny,” writing that “Entitled helps
us better understand all of the things
that we should get busy not accepting.”
Growing up outside Melbourne,
Australia, Manne wanted to go abroad
for college, but to do that she needed to
enroll in an International Baccalaureate
program. The nearest such program was
at an all-boys school that agreed to open
its doors to girls. Manne was one of three female students—and
the experience wasn’t a good one. Her locker was defaced with
sexist slurs, among other harassment. “The school had pretty
clear evidence that we were being bullied, and as far as I could
tell, did nothing to punish the perpetrators,” she recalls. “It was
very much a ‘boys will be boys’ attitude.” Manne ended up staying close to home as an undergrad, studying logic, computer
science, and philosophy at the University of Melbourne. “What
I loved about philosophy was that you were expected to disagree
and be contrary,” she says. “That was the name of the game,
rather than something that was socially taboo.” She received her
doctorate from MIT in 2011, followed by a junior fellowship at
DEMANDING
the Harvard Society of Fellows. Then in May 2014, just after she
EQUALITY:
had fnished her frst year of teaching at Cornell, Manne was
Professor
deeply disturbed by reports that a twenty-two-year-old man had
Kate Manne.
killed six students at the University of California, Santa Barbara,
Above: Her books.
and injured fourteen others before shooting himself, leaving
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WORK PLACE
The frst school of its kind in the world, ILR marks
seventy-fve years of teaching and research

OLD SCHOOL: Students in front of Warren Hall, where ILR held its frst day of classes. Top: Frances Perkins, former U.S. Secretary of Labor, teaching on the Hill.
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hat do the commissioners of the National Hockey
need to understand the perspectives of both the employers and
League and Major League Baseball, the president of
the workers.”
the American Federation of Teachers, a New York
ILR has since grown to encompass more than 970 undergradState senator, the former CEO of Xerox, and the founders of both
uates, 240 grad students, and some 13,000 alumni with careers
Parenting magazine and Priceline.com all have in common?
in a wide variety of arenas, from law to organized labor, busiThey’re alumni of the School of Industrial and Labor Relations
ness to the nonproft sector. While all undergrads have the same
(ILR)—which is celebrating its seventy-ffth birthday this fall.
major (industrial and labor relations) and gain a foundational
On November 5, 1945, 107 undergrads and eleven grad
knowledge of the social science and economics of the feld, they
students met on the Hill as members
‘There’s a collaborative nature here,’ says one current student.
of ILR’s inaugural class. The school had
been founded—thanks to a New York
‘We hear both sides and learn from one another.’
State land-grant bill—in response to an
emerging trend across the nation: an increase in disputes in the
can select from many electives to tailor their education to their
American workplace. In the wake of the Great Depression and
interests, from environmental policy to sports management.
amid a rapid expansion in unionization, there was a growing
“My favorite part of this school is the people—both the profesdisconnect between management and the labor force. “The state
sors and the students,” says ILR student Polina Solovyeva ’21.
legislature wanted to establish a school to promote better labor
“We all come from very different backgrounds and have differing
relations through research, teaching, and extension work,” says
views when it comes to labor relations, but there’s a collaborative
Dean Alexander Colvin, PhD ’99, who did his doctoral work
nature here. We hear both sides and learn from one another.”
(on confict resolution) at ILR, whose faculty he joined in 2008.
As the world’s frst school devoted to college-level study of
“That’s still an important part of the education our students
workplace issues, its founding faculty had to shape the curricget today. To understand labor employment issues, they really
ulum from scratch, drawing from established disciplines like ›
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Cornell CAU

Education Vacations

Borneo

A Celebration of Earth's Biodiversity

Join Cornell biologists Linda Rayor and
Cole Gilbert in Borneo, June 29–July 13,
2021, to experience one of the most
ecologically diverse regions in the world.
Venture through Borneo’s vast rainforest
canopy to learn about the stunning native
fauna and marvelous creatures such as
orangutans, sun bears, tropical birds,
and Asian elephants.
Extend your journey to Southeast Asia
with a pre-trip visit to Singapore,
June 25–July 1, 2021, home to magical
zoological parks, lush conservatories, and
world-class cuisine.

Register now! cau.cornell.edu

Our faculty guides:

Linda Rayor

Senior lecturer and senior research associate,
Department of Entomology

Cole Gilbert

The Hays and James M. Clark Director of
Undergraduate Biology
Your safety and health are a top priority. CAU participants can
expect small group gatherings, advance health screenings, and
enhanced safety procedures throughout our journey. Visit
cau.cornell.edu to learn about our fexible cancellation and
refund policies.
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economics and law. After holding the frst day of classes in
Warren Hall, students and faculty worked out of cramped,
temporary wooden buildings near Sage Hall that would be ILR’s
home for ffteen years. It wasn’t until 1960 that the school relocated to the newly constructed Ives Hall, on the corner of Tower
Road and East Avenue, where it remains to this day. “The School
of Industrial and Labor Relations throve,” wrote Morris Bishop
1914, PhD ‘26, in A History of Cornell. “The staff were swamped
by demands for their services, to conduct community courses,
educational programs, conferences, institutes. ILR graduates
found ready employment and justifed all the bold provisions of
the school’s founders.”
Since the school’s inception, it has consistently been a pioneer in such felds as labor economics, dispute resolution, and
human resource management. Several dedicated institutes
and centers—on topics including confict resolution and
broadening employment opportunities for people with
disabilities—have been established within ILR, to facilitate
its outreach and research efforts. More recently, the school’s
expertise has been tapped by media outlets on such topics
as best practices for working remotely, how to navigate
reopening businesses during the coronavirus pandemic, the
role of technology in the workplace, and pay and opportunity
gaps for minorities. “In each of the areas we turn our attention to, we are regarded as strong leaders,” says Francine Blau
’66, the Frances Perkins Professor of Industrial and Labor
Relations and a professor of economics, who attended ILR
as an undergrad and has been teaching there since the midNineties. “The ILR school is looked to for our research and
knowledge, both nationally and internationally.”

DIVISION OF
LABOR (from top):
Researchers at
what is now the
Kheel Center for
Labor-Management
Documentation &
Archives; students
from early and
recent eras touring
textile worksites;
modern-day ILR
students in class
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As the American workplace has evolved and diversifed, so
have ILR’s offerings. And as the economy has globalized, the
school has created courses on labor relations in Western Europe,
Japan, and the Middle East, as well as undergrad programs
in India and Vietnam (though travel this semester has been
postponed or canceled due to the pandemic). “You think of
traditional labor relations as being about auto workers and steel
workers,” says Colvin, also the Martin F. Scheinman Professor of
Confict Resolution. “Nowadays, we’re thinking about nurses,
teachers, and retail workers—jobs that have become
far more diverse, with respect to both gender and race.”
But as Colvin observes, while much at ILR has
evolved over the past seventy-fve years, one thing hasn’t
changed: its longtime status as one of the most socioeconomically diverse schools at Cornell. “The accessibility
of the in-state tuition has allowed a lot of New York State
families, who otherwise would not have been able to afford
an Ivy League education, to send their children here,” he
says. “That’s an important legacy, and a way in which ILR
contributes to the tradition of ‘any person, any study.’ ” n
— Alexandra Bond ’12

PHOTOS: KHEEL AND WORKSITES, PROVIDED; CLASS, JASON KOSKI/UREL

Since the school’s inception, it has
consistently been a pioneer in such fields as
labor economics and dispute resolution.
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Your home in the heart of Manhattan!
Stay in touch with fellow Cornellians by joining
The Cornell Club-New York!
As a Member of the Club you have access to the clubhouse featuring:
Complimentary Membership to the Health & Fitness Center
Work and Study Areas • Dining • 48 Overnight Guest Rooms
Private Event Rooms • Club Programs • Business Center
Members also enjoy guest access to 150 private clubs around the world.
For more information on membership,
please contact the Membership Office at 212.692.1380
or membership@cornellclubnyc.com
or visit www.cornellclubnyc.com

****"'1x

A Platinum Club of America•
The Cornell Club-New York 6 East 44th Street New York, NY 10017
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BROKEN BRANCHES
Family estrangements are surprisingly common. Gerontologist
Karl Pillemer wanted to understand why—and how to fx them
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First off, could you define “estrangement”?
For our study, it means no contact—or as little as you can have
in this hyper-connected society. There’s something qualitatively
different between a bad, distant, or confictual relationship and
one where a person is cut off entirely—where somebody, despite
family ties, obligations, and social norms, says, “I’m never going
to see you again.”
What are some of the most common reasons for it?
Often it has to do with divergent values and poor communication. We also found that violated expectations are key: one
archetypal example is, “Mom gets sick, daughter is looking
after her, and brother and sister won’t help.” And we found
some common situations that moved a negative relationship
into estrangement. One is inheritance and money. A second is
the problematic in-law: a spouse—either in the child generation
among siblings, or parents who remarry—is incompatible with
the rest of the family. A third I call the “long arm of the past”—a
history of harsh parenting, parental favoritism, vicious sibling
rivalry. In many estrangements, too, a single, transformational
event, conversation, or moment precipitates the fnal break. ›

ILLUSTRATION: JOHNWOODCOCK/ISTOCK

When human development professor Karl Pillemer was doing
research for his 2011 book, 30 Lessons for Living, he collected
data from more than 1,200 people in their seventies and beyond.
Among the questions he asked them was to share their biggest
regrets. “I heard again and again that an estrangement from a
family member was one of the most painful life experiences that
older people could refect on,” he recalls. “I began to see how common it was. Then I went to the literature—and found this was
one of the most under-researched major problems I’d ever seen.”
That inspired him to survey 1,300 adults in the U.S. “I was absolutely stunned to fnd that fully 27 percent said that they, right
now, have a close relative from whom they are estranged,” says
Pillemer. “That translates to 68 million people. Numbers don’t
always speak for themselves, but in this case they kind of do; it’s
much more prevalent than most people imagine.”
In September, an imprint of Penguin Books published Fault
Lines, Pillemer’s examination of estrangements—as well as practical strategies for ending them. The book is based on the fndings
of the Cornell Family Reconciliation Project, which interviewed
300 people who’ve endured estrangements, including 100 who
re-established relations with their estranged relatives.
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No dream is too far-fetched
Unleash your full potential and surpass your wildest expectations
with Dr. Brian Lima’s Heart Way approach to life.
As a leading heart transplant surgeon, Dr. Brian Lima ’98 is living proof
that slow and steady still wins the race. He persevered through countless
challenges growing up in a Cuban immigrant family and defed the odds
every step of the way.
In Heart to Beat, Dr. Lima shares the lessons learned throughout his
improbable rise to the pinnacle of success in the medical feld. He breaks
down the keys to advancing well beyond your comfort zone and perceived
limitations, regardless of your feld of interest.
“In a world of instant gratifcation and
non-stop entertainment, having grit and
determination will set you apart from the
crowd. Let Lima inspire you to do your best
and achieve your goals.”
—Daniel H. Pink, New York Times
best selling author of When and Drive

“Lima deftly blends a useful guide with
an absorbing autobiography; he doesn’t
concentrate excessively on either one . . . .
Helpful advice from a keen, assertive, and
relatable physician.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Brian Lima’s story is a truly inspiring one. It is
one of true heart—yes, of that remarkable,
indispensable part of our bodies—but even
more so of the qualities of a man who grew
to master surgery on it.”
—Dr. Roald Hofmann, Author, Playwright,
and Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, Cornell University.

Available on Amazon.com
and Barnes & Noble
Follow Brian Lima MD on:
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You coin the term “defensive ignorance” regarding the
reasons for estrangement. What’s that?
Over and over in my interviews I heard estranged people say,
“I have no idea why this occurred”—and then they’d list a lifelong history of confict, unmet expectations, and criticism of
the other person. People are so disturbed by the estrangement
that they become extraordinarily defensive, and it becomes an
almost insurmountable barrier to reconciliation. The people
who reconciled worked their way through that and were able to
understand the role they played in the estrangement.
You also observe that it’s easier for a child to cut off their
parent than the other way around. How so?
Parents have invested time, resources, and emotion in producing these kids and have a great stake in receiving emotional
and physical support back from them; in contrast, adult children
are moving on with their lives and have many other relationships. Not that the children don’t care about the relationship,
but there’s a strong bias that parents care more. I found that
many parents don’t think about that. They believe that by having provided a decent childhood, their kids will stay with them
no matter how they behave. But if they’re going to draw a line in
the sand—insist that their expectations be fulflled, or demand
a certain kind of relationship with their child—they need to
know that they could really lose out.

EXPERT ON AGING:
Pillemer speaking at a
panel discussion with
other Cornell faculty in
December 2019

my spouse and my childrearing, and when you visit you don’t
stay at our house.” And fnally, most of them revamped their
expectations and accepted the other person for who he or she is.
Many of the “reconcilers” in your book say they wish
they’d done it much sooner. Why do people so often let
estrangements linger?
Because the estrangement freezes the relationship; people don’t
see how others are changing and improving. So when they get
back together they say, “Why didn’t I do this a long time ago?”
Reconciliation clearly isn’t for everybody, but I found that no
one regretted it. Along those lines, another reason for reconciling was anticipated regret—people worry that it will be too late,

‘In a world where people record most of their lives on social media,
this is one problem that nobody really wants to talk about.’

One source for your research was Facebook groups, both
for parents estranged from their kids and vice versa.
What role do they play?
These groups provide some support but often can inhibit reconciliation. The adult children reinforce each other’s views that
their parents are narcissists; for the parents’ groups, it’s that the
children are spoiled, ungrateful, or uncaring. There’s a whole lot
of name-calling on both sides.
What were some of the common denominators among
people who successfully reconciled?
Typically, they abandoned the idea that they needed an apology
and that they and their estrangement partner had to agree on
everything that happened in the past. And they often re-entered
the relationship with clear terms or limits: For example: “Mom
and Dad, you can come back into my life if you don’t criticize

22

that their relative is going to die before they have a chance to
reconcile. Even though we don’t have hard data, I think we’re
seeing this pattern even more during the pandemic.
You’ve tackled some tough subjects, including elder
abuse; how does this compare in terms of being
challenging to study?
In a world where people record most of their lives on social
media, this is one problem that nobody really wants to talk
about. People in estrangements feel isolated, ashamed, guilty,
and stigmatized. And the truth is, if we hear a parent say, “I
no longer have contact with my child,” often in the back of our
minds we wonder what’s wrong with them. I’m immensely
impressed and grateful that hundreds of people were willing to
open up about this topic in my studies.
What has studying this taught you about families that
aren’t estranged?
We live in a world where supposedly the family is breaking
down, where we have a postmodern array of relationships
and families aren’t important anymore. What I learned from
studying the estranged and the reconciled is how important
the family still is—that in a world where things are so fuid, the
relationships with our families of origin are the most stable
and important that most of us will ever have. ›
— Beth Saulnier

PHOTO: SIMON WHEELER

How do estrangements affect
other family members?
One of the strongest recommendations I’d give to someone
who’s having a fght with their brother or sister and decides
that it’s over is this: think about the effects on ensuing generations. If it’s over between you, it may very well be over between
your children and their cousins. In my own family, there was
a rift in the grandparental generation that cut us off from an
entire side of the family. I don’t usually prescribe advice, but
before people begin a family rift, they should think about the
collateral damage.
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How well do you know Lincoln?
Did you know that:
•

Lincoln won his frst court case at 15?

•

Lincoln had less than one year of
formal education, yet holds degrees
from the Ivy League?

•

Lincoln published a German
language newspaper?

A Lincoln Treasure Trove, 2nd
Edition, presents an amazing
accumulation of facts and stories,
many of which most readers have
never heard before. Every Lincoln
or history buff needs to read A
Lincoln Treasure Trove to truly
know this great man.
Fred Antil ’55 has written a comprehensive study of
Lincoln based on a quarter-century of research. A life
member of the University Council, and of CAPE (Cornell
Academics and Professors Emeriti), he has shared
his knowledge with over 500 diferent audiences. He
narrates Lincoln’s speech on the CornellCast video of
Cornell’s copy of the Gettysburg Address, and, dressed
as Lincoln, kicked of the frst CACO (Cornell Association
of Class Ofcers) meeting held outside NYC.

Available at:

“A Lincoln Treasure Trove, is flled with bitesized pieces of history, making it easy to dive in
for several chapters or just a few pages at a time.
Dr. Antil’s conversational style brings anecdotes
and fun facts about our 16th president to life in
a way that your textbooks never did. Cornellians
will particularly enjoy the ways that Ezra Cornell
and our alma mater are woven into Lincoln’s own
story on several occasions.”
Corey Ryan Earle ’07,
Expert on Cornell University history
Instructor, The First American University course
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Counting the Costs

THI

In an excerpt, Pillemer parses a common cause of estrangement: fights over inheritance
and a summer home in Vermont that was much loved by the family.

Money may not be the root of all evil, but it is at the heart of many
estrangements. Conficts over money that contribute to estrangements

An intense battle began over how to handle the estate that split

include failing to pay back a loan, deceiving a family member out of his

the family for the next thirty years. From her viewpoint as a teenager,

or her funds, and not providing fnancial support when a relative believes

emblazoned in Rayna’s memory is the anger: “I remember them fght-

it is necessary. One fnancial theme in particular stood out as a path-

ing all the time. I remember a lot of tears and a lot of angry phone calls

way to estrangement, however: conficts over wills and inheritance.

and not seeing my cousins. Finally, there was a point where they were

Even though many people leave equal

just done. As I understand it, my mother’s

amounts of money to their offspring, a

brother and his wife wanted to take over

parent may punish one of the children by

the family business and manage it them-

excluding him or her—sometimes to that

selves. His sisters and their husbands

person’s dismayed surprise. Even when
the distribution of the fnancial portion
of the estate is equal, some possessions
cannot be divided. A family heirloom, a
piece of fne jewelry, a work of art can go to
only one person. In addition, an estate can
be equal without being perceived as fair.
For example, a daughter who gave up work
to care for her frail parents may expect to
receive a greater portion of the estate than
her brother who never even visited.
Research has shown that inheritance
exerts a powerful symbolic force that

objected. They ended up selling the busi-

!

Faplt
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,

I

Fractured

-
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and How to Me~d Them

ter that has no fnancial value is cherished
because it served the Thanksgiving turkey
for a half-century. Further, a will may specify that everything should be “equally
divided,” but difficulty ensues when it

Fighting between the siblings and
their spouses went on for many years.
According to Rayna: “They were fghting
over who would get the china, who would
get the contents of the house, and whether
they needed to sell the house or not. My
divide everything equally among the three
siblings. But that would work only if everyprofts. The uncle who ended up cutting

KARL

PILLEMER,

PhD

Bestselling author of 30 Lessons for Living

himself off felt that he was being ganged
up on by the sisters and their husbands.
I’m not saying my parents were blame-

Everyday objects that take on intangible
worth are fought over. The chipped plat-

that time everything got cut off.”

one agreed to sell everything and split the

sociologist Jacqueline Angel points out,
a way that is legally irrevocable and eternal.

That was the fnal straw, because around

grandparents had left a will that said

Families

transcends the fnancial impact. As the
wills can convey favoritism or disapproval in

ness and splitting everything three ways.

Research has shown that
inheritance exerts a powerful
symbolic force that transcends
the financial impact.

less, either. But my uncle never explained
or discussed with me what my mother
actually did to him.”
The rift that began thirty years ago still
permeates the life of this family, creat-

"A
Deane

ing both sadness and persistent anger
among those involved. Rayna would feel

comes to dividing a nonfnancial asset. In
the case of Rayna Bergstrom [a pseudonym], her mother, and her aunt

better knowing why her uncle, aunt, and cousins behaved the way they

and uncle, the catalyst was the legacy of a business and a house.

did, but she has no way to satisfy her curiosity. She stated sadly: “The

Rayna grew up in a close-knit extended family, in which she had warm

whole family was affected. My dad and my uncle were friends, and that

relationships with her mother’s two siblings and her cousins. She told

ended. I had several cousins I was very close with, and they suddenly

me: “The estrangement took place between my mother and her brother

didn’t ever talk to us. They were my idols and they cut off ties with me.

and sister. It was an argument among the three of them, but it turned

I want to know, ‘What in the name of God did you all do this for?’ I still

into an entire family debacle.”

want things to be cleared up for the record, or at least for there to be

The siblings were very close, as were their children. Rayna describes

some closure of what it was that happened. I feel like I was punished. I

the extended family as a warm, secure environment: “It was amazing.

wish someone had thought beyond themselves in this whole matter.” n

It was so close. They lived close to us, and I remember holidays and

24

marvelous
har

birthdays and time spent at my aunt’s house with my cousins as such

Excerpted from FAULT LINES by arrangement with Avery Books, a member of

happy times.” It was not to last, however. Things began to fall apart

Penguin Group (USA) LLC, A Penguin Random House Company. Copyright ©

when Rayna’s grandparents died. They owned a business, a house,
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s presents a unique insiders perspective on the
itigroup's collapse. This story is a must read."
rsh Cohen, Co-CIO, ClearBridge Investments
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deeply revealing autobiography
of Tom Jones. He tells his
quintessentially American story
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IN THE CARDS
Even in a wired world, CAM’s old-school fles
remain a trove of Big Red info

26

FILED AWAY: CAM’s extensive collection of alumni index cards includes the
original one for psychologist and TV personality Joyce Bauer Brothers ’47,
and a second created after she married Milton Brothers ’47, BA ’48. [Editor’s
note: Home addresses on this and all cards have been blurred for privacy.]

PHOTOS: HOBBES ELLIOTT

I

n CAM’s downtown Ithaca offces, there’s a room we call
the library—a space stuffed with more than a century’s
worth of issues of the magazine, Cornellian yearbooks from
1868 to 2020, dozens of books on University history, old maps
of campus, and much more. And along one wall dwells a hulking relic that exists nowhere else: a collection of some 245,000
index cards cataloguing every single person who matriculated
on the Hill from the 1860s to the 1970s.
Once upon a time, each new student—both graduate and
undergrad—got their own fve-by-eight-inch card, created by
CAM’s in-house “indexer” and containing such information as
class year, birthplace, parents’ names, home address, and even ›
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CURRENTS
what high school they attended. After each new issue of the
magazine was published, that staffer would meticulously note
every alum whose name appeared in it, stamping their cards
with the corresponding volume and page number—a monumental task that becomes even more impressive when you consider
that CAM used to come out weekly. Some notable alumni—
such as famed photographer Margaret Bourke-White ’27 and
Morris Bishop 1914, PhD ’26, author of A History of Cornell—
appeared in the magazine so often, the stamps fll the front and
back of their original card and spill over onto a second.
The card fles are housed in seven dark green metal cabinets
measuring a total of about eleven feet long, four and a half feet
tall, and two feet deep; when CAM moved into our current
offces in the early Aughts, special care was taken to ensure
that the foor could support their weight. A small three-drawer
wooden box perched atop one of the cabinets contains the cards

D••• Apr,

,.._.,e•""'""'"" Albe.IIY, N, J.
,..,,,_ .... , ,-..nN° 1"
Albany\ Acaaemy
~Nu~~
c.u.Se t, 192'1coU"•~ Arts
0

6,

1909

LoG•-~.AlballY, 11.1.

z::-·

OC130a

.... 2e.,

________ ,o••

1f27

l~~~::~::.=:-:;;·:o------

PAPER CHASE: The cards for (from top) Kurt Vonnegut ’44,
Bill Vanneman ’31, Pearl Buck, MA ’25, Willard Straight 1901,
and Margaret Bourke-White ’27. Left: CAM still has the rubber
stamps that recorded marriage (at left) and death.

for non-alumni faculty and other oftThough the card files haven’t been maintained since some time
mentioned topics, such as the schools
in the early to mid-Seventies, they’ve stayed with us through
and colleges, sports teams, popular
multiple
moves over the decades; as a repository of lore about
clubs, and campus buildings.
Until sometime around the turn of
Cornell’s first century, they’re quite literally irreplaceable.
the previous century—when CAM must
Though the card fles haven’t been maintained since some
have acquired a typewriter—the cards were flled out by hand,
time in the early to mid-Seventies, they’ve stayed with us
in elegant cursive. Two rubber stamps, which still reside atop
through multiple moves over the decades; as a repository of
the cabinets, were employed to record key life events. When a
lore about Cornell’s frst century, they’re quite literally irrefemale grad—and, notably, only the women—wed, her card was
placeable. On countless occasions, CAM staffers have turned
emblazoned with the word “MARRIED”; she was then allotto them for research, fact-checking, inspiration, and more—
ted a second card, fled under her new surname. And when an
proving that even in the digital age, analog still has its place. n
alum passed away, it was recorded in no uncertain terms: the
— Alexandra Bond ’12
word “DEAD” imprinted in imposing, funereal black letters.
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THEADVENTURE

BEGINS
"An impressive amalgam of historical
astuteness and dramatic thrills."
— KIRKUS REVIEWS

''A thrillingblend of historical fact and fictiona1 adventure."
- Su~an Coventry, author of TheQutt11 l DaHghtcr

"Both the time period itself and the
dangerous venue are filled with
foreboding. Adding Teddy Roosevelt, a
force of nature in his own right, makes a
good book even better."

— HISTORICAL NOVEL SOCIETY

"A clean read with
wholesome adventures that
I would highly recommend
for readers of all ages who
enjoy historical fiction."

— READERS FAVORITE

"A fun and smart historical thriller
that features some of history’s
greatest characters."

— FOREWORD REVIEWS

AVAILABLE NOW

~a.
amazonBARNES
110![
NOBLE

$9.99, ebook
$16.95, paperback
$25.95, hardcover

JAMES A. ROSS ’75, JD ’82
WWW.JAMESROSSAUTHOR.COM
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SWEET SCIENCE
Conceived by CALS grad students and taste-tested on campus,
Grabanzos are a healthier alternative to candy

T

he Cornellian minds behind Grabanzos want to make
or corn, there’s no fber in them, and fber is good for gut health,”
one thing crystal clear: they’re not chocolate-covered
says Goodman. “If you want to eat chocolate, we make it a little
chickpeas.
easier, because you’re also getting functional benefts. It’s OK
Born in a food science class in CALS, the novel product does
to indulge.”
Grabanzos are made at a facility in the Hudson Valley, but they
involve those hearty legumes, also known as garbanzo beans—
but by the time the tasty snack gets to your mouth, they’re
trace their genesis to a product development class on the Hill in
all but unrecognizable. Sold online and in a growing number
winter 2017, when Goodman, Yoon, and their fellow students
of stores, Grabanzos are treats akin to
chocolate-covered pretzels, or perhaps
‘It’s a fantastic product,’ says food science professor
malted milk balls without the malt (and
Olga Padilla-Zakour, PhD ’91. ‘It’s got great nutritional
most of the sugar): crunchy, a bit savory, and
composition, but also flavor and texture.’
lightly sweet. “Some of our marketing is
like, ‘You’ll never guess what they’re made
of,’ ” says Jason Goodman, a doctoral candidate in food science
were tasked with creating a healthier version of an existing food.
and the company’s CEO. “We try not to even talk much about
Goodman and his team opted to pursue a chickpea-based chocothe fact that they’re made out of chickpeas, because our product
late confection, which turned out to be popular with friends and
is so different from a chickpea it’s creating confusion. Imagine if
classmates. Yoon, who’d been on a different team, later joined him
a cookie was not a thing and someone asked, ‘Do you want to try
(and two other Cornellians who are no longer directly involved)
this wheat-based confection?’ We don’t even say it’s a chickpea
in founding Grabanzos’ parent company, Antithesis Foods, the
snack. It’s a chocolate-coated crunchy snack.”
following summer. “It’s a
Indeed, the Grabanzos label reveals a
fantastic product—people
surprising combination of ingredients,
really love it,” says Olga
including shiitake mushrooms, tamaPadilla-Zakour, PhD ’91,
rind, lemon and orange extracts, soybeans,
a professor of food science
molasses, cider vinegar, and garlic powder.
and director of the Cornell
Says Ashton Yoon, MPS ’17, MS ’19, the
Food Venture Center. “It’s
company’s COO: “It has an interesting
got great nutritional compoumami favor that makes it unique.”
sition, but also favor and
Through a proprietary process the
texture. It’s a really wellcompany has been perfecting over the past
done product from a food
several years—with help from food science
science point of view and in
PREBIOTIC
PLANT
faculty, CALS testing facilities, two local
terms of what consumers
FIBER
PROTEIN
start-up incubators, and a grant from the
want—a very healthy snack
National Science Foundation—the ingrethat is plant based and has
dients are made into a dough, formed into
rich favor, low calories, fber,
nuggets, baked until crispy, and enrobed in
and good protein.” ›
CHOCOLATECOATED
either dark or milk chocolate. And because
CRUNCHY BITES
chickpeas are the primary ingredient, the
resulting treat is relatively guilt-free, by candy
standards: a one-ounce serving of about ten
Grabanzos (each roughly the size of a Milk
Dud) has 110 calories, plus three grams of
plant-based protein and four grams of dietary
fber. Both favors are gluten free, and the dark
chocolate version is vegan. “If you look at other
crunchy snacks that use wheat, rice, potatoes,
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CURRENTS

GIVE IT A TRY: Students receiving samples of an early, cube-shaped incarnation of Grabanzos in Mann Library. Right: Company co-founders Goodman (at left) and Yoon.

get consumers to try them—a challenge in the COVID era,
For Antithesis, an early milestone was being accepted into
when stores aren’t allowing brands to hand out samples. The
eLab, Cornell’s student business accelerator, which helped the
pandemic has also put a crimp in their retail expansion plans:
company develop a business plan and explore its potential
as has been widely covered in the media, it’s a challenging time
market. It got further help and mentorship through Rev: Ithaca
to get consumers to embrace new products. Given the current
Startup Works, a community-based incubator that’s a partnerstresses, Americans have been focking to familiar brands and
ship among Cornell, Ithaca College, and Tompkins Cortland
comfort foods, leading to temporary shortages of standards like
Community College. The company has done R&D at the Food
pasta and canned soup. “We’re trying to add more stores,” says
Venture Center (located in Geneva), and CALS has provided
Goodman, “but the COVID period has made it really tough.”
practical assistance like helping fnd a warehouse to store 10,000
On the upside, the pandemic has boosted online orders—
pounds of chickpeas. “It’s been great to have this wonderful
which
Goodman and Yoon still pack and ship themselves.
system of support,” says Yoon. “We defnitely could not have
(They plan to continue doing so even when they begin selldone any of this without it.”
ing on Amazon this fall, given the online retailer’s restrictions
In 2019, Antithesis won a $225,000 small business innovaon products that melt in warm temperatures.) They’re also
tion grant from the NSF, which has allowed the company to
involved in a project, based in nearby Schuyler County, to study
do research on how best to scale up production and to explore
what other items—from chips to cereal—could be made
from the chickpea dough. “We have our process estabThis fall, Antithesis plans to introduce a third variety
lished for Grabanzos, but we need to improve it and
of Grabanzos: ruby chocolate, whose flavor Yoon
make the dough dry a lot faster,” says Yoon, explaindescribes as ‘fruity, acidic, and tangy.’
ing that large quantities of water are key to production,
but then must be removed. “It’s also taking that dough
and making it into an entire ingredient platform—not only
whether chickpeas can be grown successfully in New York
forming it into different shapes, but taking those shapes and
State; an initial crop was planted for harvest this fall. Partners
drying them quickly, in a way that makes sense to scale up and
in the venture include the University, Ithaca Hummus—
is cheaper to produce.”
another Cornellian-owned company—and Cornell Cooperative
This fall, Antithesis plans to introduce a third variety of
Extension. Antithesis is also developing a new product: a healthGrabanzos: ruby chocolate, enrobed in a pinkish confection that
ier version of a stroopwafel, a dessert comprising a layer of
has recently emerged as a trendy alternative to milk, dark, and
caramel sandwiched between two waffe-type cookies made
white; Yoon describes its favor as “fruity, acidic, and tangy.” In
from the company’s chickpea dough. “Seeing your students
addition to being on the shelves in a smattering of stores (includbeing successful in their own companies is one of the most
ing Ithaca’s Wegmans)—mainly in New York but in several
rewarding experiences you can have as a faculty member; it puts
other states including California and New Jersey—Grabanzos
a smile on your face and makes you beam with pride,” observes
are sold online, with single-serving bags priced around $3.
Padilla-Zakour. “Grabanzos is a good example of that. It started
On the Grabanzos website, customers can also purchase a
out small, and they saw the future it could have.” n
— Kitty Kemp
$5 sample pack. As Goodman and Yoon explain, it’s a way to
32
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AUTHORS

New Releases
Took House

Unacceptable
MELISSA KORN ’06

Korn covers higher education for the Wall
Street Journal. Here, she and a colleague
chronicle the so-called Varsity Blues scandal
that erupted in March 2019, when federal
prosecutors alleged that a corrupt college
counselor had been paid vast sums to help
wealthy parents get their children admitted
to prestigious universities under false
pretenses, including faked SAT scores and
elaborate fctions about athletic prowess.
The boldface names charged in the case include actors Felicity Huffman
and Lori Loughlin, who ultimately took plea deals involving prison time.
Kirkus praises Unacceptable as “a capable examination of the seamy
intersection of ambition, money, and higher education” while the Financial
Times calls it “a book as depressing as it is gripping.”

Peggy Lee: A Century of Song
TISH ONEY ’92

Marking the centennial of Lee’s birth in
1920, this biography traces the famed
singer-songwriter’s career, which began
with radio spots during her youth in
North Dakota and included such hits as
“Fever” and classic tunes from Disney’s
Lady and the Tramp. “Oney’s musical
exegesis is thorough and sure to satisfy
music scholars,” says Library Journal in a
starred review. “Those seeking the skinny
on personal information, such as Lee’s four marriages and subsequent
divorces, should look elsewhere, but those wanting to geek out on the
subtleties of Lee’s jazz slides, phrasing, and vocal interpretive prowess will
be richly rewarded.” Oney, who holds a doctorate in music from USC, is a
composer, arranger, and jazz vocalist who has released several albums.

LAUREN MUKAMEL CAMP ’88

Took
House

“The imaginative latest from Camp offers
poems that vibrate with an undertone
of unrest beneath their exploration of
intoxicating intimacy, nature, and art,” says
Publishers Weekly, going on to call Took
House “a stirring, original collection.” The
volume is the ffth book of poetry by Camp,
whose work has appeared in the Los Angeles
Review, Poet Lore, and more. As she writes in “Answers to Why”: “In the
forest we idled / the car as a multiplied moon slipped / from the envelope
of sky. I couldn’t say no— / no wasn’t an option he offered / so the word
lived in silence / with its lost potential.”

CHRISFENTON

Feeding the Dragon
CHRIS FENTON ’93

Variety has described Fenton as “a longtime
Hollywood executive who witnessed and
assisted in the birth of the mega-rich
marriage between Hollywood and China.”
Here, he offers a look—as the book’s subtitle
puts it—“inside the trillion-dollar dilemma
facing Hollywood, the NBA, and American
business”: the complex relationship between
lnBfdB
thuTrlllionDullar
~Gil) llallJLIJDDt
111B
NBA.
ilklBiRIIH
the U.S. entertainment industry and the
Chinese government, the gatekeeper to the
nation’s massive audience. It includes details on the production of flms
that were altered to appeal to the Chinese market, such as Looper and
Iron Man 3. “The exchange of commerce and culture is essential, and it’s
needed now more than ever,” writes Fenton. “Why? Because without it, a
cold war between China and the U.S. begins and, unfortunately, never ends.
That’s not a world any of us would want to live in.”
DIIB■■ a
A■ Bri~an

Ordinary Hazards
ANNA BRUNO, MBA ’10

White Out
DANIELLE GIRARD ’92

A prolifc mystery author, Girard has
published more than a dozen novels
over the past two decades. In her latest,
she introduces the character of Kylie
Milliard, the only police detective in her
North Dakota town. Her current case is
intertwined with a series of brutal crimes
from years before, when fve girls were
abducted and tortured over the course of
months. Three eventually escaped; now
one of those survivors has been found murdered, and another has suffered
a mysterious car accident that has robbed her of her memory. According to
Kirkus, Girard’s thriller is “full of just the right number of misdirections and
surprises” and the characters “are appealingly vulnerable.”

In addition to being an alum of Cornell’s
Johnson School, Bruno holds an MFA in
fction from the University of Iowa. Her frst
novel—which Library Journal calls a “singular
tale of coping with life’s hard hits”—is set
during one night in a dive bar in a college
town; it’s where the protagonist, a troubled
hedge fund manager named Emma, frst met
her former husband, Lucas. The book—whose
chapter titles are the hours Emma spends at
the bar, starting at 5 p.m. and running until after midnight—comprises her
painful memories of their relationship and others in her life. “In the harsh
light of an alcoholic’s making an inventory of her moral failings, we witness
Emma tell the beginning and ending of her love affair with Lucas. And we
gingerly descend into their heartbreaking transition,” says Kirkus, calling the
book, “a spellbinding portrait of grief.”

To purchase these books and others by Cornellians, or to submit your book for possible mention in Cornell Alumni Magazine, go to cornellalumnimagazine.com/authors.
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Rings
FELLOWSHIP OF THE

The Hill is home to one of the world’s
leading labs devoted to using tree
growth patterns to study ancient
history—and much more

SLICE OF LIFE: A piece
of lumber from a juniper
tree sampled from a late
Ottoman structure, built
around the turn of the
previous century near
Petra in southern Jordan
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or decades, it has been a curiosity to residents and visitors
of York, a coastal tourist town south of Portland, Maine:
the skeletal remains of a wooden ship buried under several
feet of sand on a local beach. Every once in a while—going
back at least as far as 1958—a storm reveals what’s left
of the vessel, and maritime history buffs have long speculated
about its name and provenance. Now, the ship’s likely identity
has been established—thanks, in large part, to a windowless lab
in the basement of Goldwin Smith Hall.
Known as the Cornell Tree-Ring Laboratory, the facility is devoted to a feld—at the intersection of science and the
humanities—that uses the annual rings formed as part of a tree’s
natural growth process to date archaeological sites and historic
buildings, understand past climate patterns, and much more. In
the case of the shipwreck, a maritime researcher sent samples
of wood recovered from it—one piece each of oak, beech, and
yellow birch—to the lab, where they landed under the microscope of senior research associate Carol Bliss Griggs ’77, PhD ’06.
The aim: to establish when the trees had been felled, and to see
whether that ft with the construction date of the likeliest suspect,
a sloop called the Defance that went down in a 1769 storm carrying a load of four, pork, and other goods to Portland from Salem,
Massachusetts. “I was really doubtful that I could do anything
with them, because of the different species and the uncertainty
of where the wood came from,” recalls Griggs. “You have to take
trees from the same climate region to be able to match them.”
But, she says, she was “astonished” to fnd that two of the
samples (beech and birch) had growth patterns that matched each
other almost perfectly—and that she was able to match those to
a previously established timeline of growth patterns of trees in
the Northeast. She fxed the year that the trees were cut down at
around 1753; the Defance was, in fact, built the very next year.
“So it could be,” says Griggs. “I’m not saying this is defnitely
the Defance, but it was a ship that was made at the same time.”
One of the leading facilities of its kind in the world, the Cornell
Tree-Ring Lab was established in 1976 by Peter Kuniholm, an
expert in Mediterranean and Near East archaeology and a pioneer
in the feld of dendrochronology (the technical term, drawn from
the Ancient Greek words for “tree” and “time,” for using growth
rings to date historical objects and structures). Since Kuniholm
retired with emeritus status in 2006, the lab has been led by
Sturt Manning, a renowned dendrochronologist and archaeologist whose extensive feldwork includes several ongoing projects
in Cyprus. “To write any form of history or investigate any aspect
of the human story beyond the very recent period, one of the key
things is to have an actual timeline,” says Manning, who’s the
Goldwin Smith Professor of Classical Archaeology as well as
the lab’s director. “It’s all very well to say that you’d like to study
how complex societies developed or how any form of progress
occurred, but you need to understand the time scale involved—
whether this happened in the period of a few people’s lifetimes
or over hundreds or thousands of years.”
While the lab’s work in the Mediterranean, Aegean, and Near
East regions has continued since Manning’s arrival and archaeological studies remain its focus, it has expanded to other parts
of the globe including North America. It has also become home
to work on related topics, such as dendroclimatology—the use of
Editor’s note: All photos were taken prior to the COVID pandemic.
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tree rings to study changes in climate—and dendrochemistry, in
which the rings can offer a glimpse into the environmental conditions during a tree’s lifetime, such as the presence of pollution or
volcanic eruptions. “It has this great interdisciplinary nature to
it,” says Brita Lorentzen ’06, PhD ’15, a longtime researcher in the
lab who majored in archaeology and Jewish studies as an undergrad and went on to earn a doctorate in geological sciences on
the Hill. “I was always interested in combining the sciences and
humanities, so it was a great way to manage those two interests.”
As Manning observes, dendrochronology—“dendro” for
short—is both ancient and modern, simple and complex. “In the
philosophical sense, you can fnd quotations going back to Ancient
Greece which imply that people understood that trees had rings
and they mean time passed; Leonardo da Vinci comments on the
fact that the rings change with the seasons, and you get differences
if it’s very dry or wet,” says Manning, who was born in Australia
and holds a PhD in classics from the University of Cambridge in
the U.K. “But in practical terms, it’s a very new science.”
The feld traces its origin to the American Southwest around
the turn of the previous century, when an astronomer named
Andrew Ellicott Douglass was overseeing construction of a new
observatory for the University of Arizona, Tucson—and noticed
matching growth patterns in the local timber that he at frst
thought might be helpful in understanding how the Earth is
affected by sunspots. Studying both living trees and prehistoric ruins in the region, he eventually was able to establish a

‘YOU CAN FIND QUOTATIONS GOING BACK TO
ANCIENT GREECE WHICH IMPLY THAT PEOPLE
UNDERSTOOD THAT TREES HAD RINGS,’ SAYS
STURT MANNING, ‘AND THEY MEAN TIME PASSED.’

continuous timeline of ring patterns stretching back to around
700 A.D. “He was, in a sense, lucky—and it also explains why the
feld took a long time to happen—that where he was in Arizona,
you have some long-lived trees and it’s also extremely dry,
so you have a very clear climate growth signal,” says Manning.
“A lot of the time the trees are struggling with drought and every
now and again you have some moisture, so you have dramatic
peaks and troughs. Whereas in a lot of parts of the world, it’s
much more even.”
For example, he says: consider Cornell’s Arts Quad, whose
trees enjoy good soil and plenty of sunshine and moisture. “The
rings are pretty much the same every year, therefore they’re
not perfect candidates for dendrochronology,” says Manning.
“It’s not that it can’t be done, but you don’t see clear patterns;
to do it requires statistics and a lot of data, whereas Douglass
was initially able to do this by eye, and then he came up with
ways of doing it in a more quantitative and robust fashion.” For
decades, Manning says, it was assumed that dendro was unique
to the Southwest; applying it elsewhere wasn’t considered practical. Except for one researcher in Germany in the 1940s—whose
work on Iron Age sites, accomplished though it may have been,
was overshadowed by the fact that it was done in the service of ›
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Nazi-era nationalism—dendro didn’t see wide application outside
the Southwest until after the mid-1900s. “In terms of being all
around the world,” he says, “it’s really a feld that’s only half a
century old.”
While Manning admits that dendrochronology is “inherently
a slightly destructive activity,” it’s practiced in a way that minimizes its impact on its study subjects. For example, taking a
sample from a live tree entails extracting a slender, tube-shaped
length of wood that’s only about fve millimeters in diameter, which doesn’t harm it. “Contrary to what people might
think, dendrochronology is really low-tech,” notes Annapaola
Passerini, MA ’20, an Italian-born doctoral student in archaeological anthropology, who says that the lab was a major factor
in her choice to study at Cornell. “It’s really sustainable in that
sense. The core samples are tiny; we want to damage the tree
as little as possible. We’re not here to destroy these important
resources.” In the case of historic buildings, a centimeter-wide
sample can be taken from a beam in the cellar or attic—ideally,
one with the bark still attached, to confrm the year it was cut
down—or a small piece can be sliced off the end. “Obviously you
aren’t going to cut something where it’s structurally important,”
says Manning. “If you’ve got an enormous, great beam and you
drill a little hole, it’s the equivalent of a hypodermic needle in
your arm. We can also fll in the hole, so afterward you basically
can’t even see where we’ve been.”

‘THE CORE SAMPLES ARE TINY,’ SAYS PHD
STUDENT ANNAPAOLA PASSERINI. ‘WE WANT TO
DAMAGE THE TREE AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE.’

38

In situations where physical samples can’t be taken, such as
works of art or musical instruments—for instance, Griggs has
helped establish the age of violins and basses—the researchers
use digital scanning. Scans are also employed when doing feld
work in countries, like Turkey and Egypt, that have imposed strict
rules against the export of cultural heritage objects. “Whereas
thirty years ago you could drive around a lot of this part of the
world in a van and collect things and bring them back, you can’t
do that anymore—you’d get arrested,” says Manning. “Now we
have to be more selective in where we work, and to build formal
collaborations with partners there.” For several recent projects,
they’ve made arrangements to polish, prepare, and scan samples
on site. “The only thing that’s being exported,” he says, “is the
digital fle that we then work on back at Cornell.”

M

anning’s Intro to Dendro class, which is open to both
undergrads and grad students, has a capacity of just
twelve; he routinely has to turn away hopefuls for lack
of space. The course is normally taught in the fall, but—
since it entails working in relatively close quarters that
would be challenging in an era of social distancing—it wasn’t
offered this semester due to the COVID pandemic. Typically,
students would gather around as Manning and colleagues demonstrate how to take samples from living trees in a nearby forest, or
from beams in historic houses; they also put in required hours
in the dendro lab, where they learn how to prepare the samples,
then use a microscope and special software to study and record
the growth patterns. “You get a lot of practical, hands-on lab experience,” says Lorentzen, who took the dendro course as a junior,
went on to a paid position as a student researcher, then joined the
staff full-time after graduation. “You actually get a skill set out of
it. It vaulted me to a level of expertise that you don’t normally get
as an undergrad. In a unique way, I felt I could contribute even
at a fairly early stage of my academic career.”
Now a research associate at the lab—one alum who took the
dendro course as a grad student calls her “really amazing, like
an encyclopedia of tree knowledge”—Lorentzen has worked on
a variety of archaeological studies, including shipwrecks in the
eastern Mediterranean. In October, the Journal of Archaeological
Science published a paper by Lorentzen, Manning, and a colleague
at the University of Haifa on the remains of a ship found in the
harbor of Akko, Israel. “It was of interest because it was initially
thought to be a French ship from when Napoleon laid siege to the
city in 1799,” Lorentzen explains. “Using dendrochronology we
were able to date the timber and also source where it came from.
And it turns out it’s actually from the mid-1800s and probably
an Ottoman ship, and one of the last wooden ships built before
mechanization took hold in the Mediterranean.”
Lorentzen and Manning have also done extensive work on
Byzantine-era churches in Cyprus, exploring the age and provenance not only of the materials used to build them, but also the
large collections of religious art—many of which are icons painted
on wood panels—that they contain. As they explain, while the
churches are UNESCO heritage sites and have been much studied, some questions remain. Thus far, the Cornell dendro team
has built what’s known as a “chronology”—a continuous timeline
of annual growth patterns—of more than 500 years going back
from the present day, a feat accomplished using both living trees ›
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AT THE CORE: PhD
students Kathleen
Garland, MA ’18
(left), and Annapaola
Passerini, MA ’20,
sampling a pine tree
in southern Cyprus.
Opposite page: Wood
samples that have been
collected for analysis.
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SACRED DUTY: Brita
Lorentzen ’06, PhD ’15,
drilling a core in a door
lintel at St. Nicholas of the
Roof, a church in Cyprus
founded in the eleventh
century. Opposite page:
Lorentzen (right) and Sturt
Manning scanning the edge
of an icon in another of the
country’s historic churches,
Ayios Nikolaos, dating from
the ffteenth century.
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and historic lumber; by identifying growth patterns that overlap
from one set of specimens to another, they can piece together
an unbroken timeline. They’ve also built a separate, older chronology of more than 250 years from the wood in the Byzantine
churches, which they’ve dated using a method called radiocarbon
wiggle matching; while less precise than dendro, it can pinpoint
the wood’s age to within about half a decade.
That Byzantine chronology is currently “foating”—meaning
that it hasn’t yet been linked up to the 500-plus-year chronology.
The researchers estimate that there’s a gap of about fve years
between the two; once feldwork resumes after the pandemic,
they hope to identify samples that will close it. “That will hopefully give us an 800-year Byzantine timeline,” says Manning,
“which will completely change the art history of the Eastern
empire.” As he goes on to explain: in that era, religious icons
weren’t signed by the artist, making it diffcult to identify and
date them. “Typically, an art historian will say, ‘This work, found
at this church, is reminiscent of one found in Constantinople—
which is thought to be done by this artist, because there’s a
document that says he worked there during this period.’ So there’s
three assumptions by the time you get to what you’re looking at.
And a number of churches have been given dates based on the art
history—which was based on those previous assumptions. Our
project has been dating the buildings directly.”
One of the team’s most striking discoveries in Cyprus has
involved Paphos Gate, one of three entrances in the defensive
walls built around the capital city of Nicosia after the island
became part of the Republic of Venice in 1489. “The Walls of
Nicosia are one of the most famous Venetian architectural
structures in the world; they stood against the Turks, who shot
their way through when they captured Cyprus in the sixteenth
century,” says Manning. “Almost all of the walls have survived,
but everyone assumed that the Paphos Gate was pretty recent—
that it was either fxed up by the British when they took over
Cyprus or restored in the 1930s. We’ve done dendrochronology on
it, and the ring sequence matches perfectly against our Byzantine
church record. We’ve done radiocarbon dating as well; this wood
is ffteenth century. It’s been hanging there for probably 550, if
not 600 years. So it’s a major national historical monument.”

PHO TOS : PROV IDED
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loser to home, in recent years the lab has done groundbreaking work in North America, including studies of
Iroquois sites in southern Ontario and Central New York.
Historically, Manning says, such sites have been roughly
dated through the presence or absence of certain European
trade goods, like glass beads. But if sites have artifacts like charcoal or wooden posts, researchers can use dendro and radiocarbon
dating to get a much more accurate measure. “We went to the
largest Iroquois site ever excavated in North America, just northeast of Toronto, and dated it really carefully, and the numbers
are ffty to seventy-fve years different from the so-called conventional wisdom,” he says. “That led us to look at a number of sites
across the region, and in quite a few cases we found signifcant
differences. It means that for the past hundred years, we’ve been
sort of writing the wrong history of indigenous cultures, because
we haven’t had the timeline right.”
Griggs—the veteran lab staffer who worked on the Defance
shipwreck—has conducted several projects in Upstate New York,

including studying dozens of preserved logs that had been excavated along with mastodon bones at various sites dating from
about 10,000 to 14,000 years ago, at the end of the region’s last
glacial age. In addition to doing radiocarbon dating on the trees,
she has studied differences in how much they grew from year
to year—whether the annual rings are larger or smaller—which
can illustrate the environmental and climate conditions in which
they lived. “The trees are about a foot in diameter, and that’s
not normal for a really cold climate, so the climate was getting
generally better,” she observes. “And there are periods of about
200 years where there was a lot of warming and then a little bit
of cooling over 100 years. So it’s an indicator of how quickly the
climate changed.”

THE RESEARCHERS ARE CLOSE TO ESTABLISHING
AN 800-YEAR BYZANTINE TIMELINE, WHICH
MANNING SAYS ‘WILL COMPLETELY CHANGE THE
ART HISTORY OF THE EASTERN EMPIRE.’
Another Upstate project involves historic houses in the greater
Albany area, which Griggs has been helping to date using dendro
techniques. The work was immortalized in a 2008 episode of the
PBS show “History Detectives,” which depicted Griggs taking
samples from the attic and cellar of a home in Schenectady—
whose owners suspected it might be a “block house,” one of a
series of structures built in the late 1600s to protect the Colonialera settlement against attacks—then bringing them back to the
lab for analysis. While she was able to date hemlock beams back
to 1727—some of the oldest samples she’d found in the city thus
far—it wasn’t the result the owners had hoped for. “I tried with
a couple of buildings there,” Griggs recalls, “and I disappointed
everybody, because they were all built after 1700.”
As an undergrad double-majoring in earth and atmospheric
sciences and in archaeology, Boris Botchev ’20 helped collect
and prepare samples from various Upstate houses in his role as
a paid student researcher in the lab. For his fnal semester, he
devised an independent study—cut short due to the pandemic—
to take core samples from old-growth trees near Onondaga Lake
in Syracuse. The aim: to study the extent of pollution in the area,
home to numerous former industrial sites. “Dendrochronology
exists at this intersection that was really eye-opening for me—
that these two seemingly unrelated majors and interests I had ›
NOVEMBER
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‘THERE’S A KIND OF A SIMPLICITY IN IT,’
ONE RECENT ALUM SAYS OF DENDRO,
‘WHICH LENDS IT A CERTAIN BEAUTY.’

actually did intersect,” he says. “It started as a method to date
archaeological ruins, and it’s evolved into something that’s also
used for climate reconstructions and to build chronologies that
go back thousands of years. The accuracy and the amount of
information that can be gained from it is really interesting. And
there’s a kind of a simplicity in it, which lends it a certain beauty.”
In a collaboration with Paula Turkon, a professor at Ithaca
College who specializes in Mesoamerica—and whose students
can take Manning’s Intro to Dendro class, since Cornell and I.C.
have an arrangement for reciprocal course enrollment—Big Red
researchers have also been studying sites in northwest Mexico,
where the remains of ancient wooden structures have been well
preserved thanks to the arid conditions. In addition to its archaeological value, the research intersects with dendroclimatology,
as it explores how the region’s climate changed over the centuries and how those changes impacted the people who lived there.
“There’s this period in the middle of the frst millennium A.D.—
500-ish to about 800—when a number of major sites get built in
this area, and then they get abandoned as it seemingly becomes
too dry,” says Manning. “So there was one of these climate situations where it’s suitable for some period and then there’s a
retraction. And something similar happens a little bit further
north; you have all of these pueblo buildings built around the
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth centuries, and they all get abandoned
at some point around the thirteenth century, and it’s normally
attributed to a drought.”
Catherine Kearns, PhD ’15, is now an assistant professor of
classics at the University of Chicago. As a grad student on the
Hill—she’s the one who compared Lorentzen to a tree encyclopedia—she worked with Manning on her thesis project to create a
historic record of precipitation changes on Cyprus during the Iron
Age by analyzing archaeological charcoal. As in the lab’s work
in Mexico, it entailed exploring how climate can spur changes in
human societies. “In the eighth century it was getting wetter,
and around that time we see more permanent settlement in these
semi-arid valleys, so it looks like people were taking advantage
of the conditions, building a new agricultural and pastoral economy,” Kearns says. “That created advantages for some households
who could accumulate wealth because they controlled productive land, and it disadvantaged others, so you start to see signs of
social inequality, the emergence of towns and cities, new ruling
authority. It shows us that humanity has interesting and diverse
ways of experiencing environmental change, and it raises issues
of environmental justice and injustice.”
Another alumna, Amanda Gaggioli ’16, took the dendro class
as a junior, then worked in the lab until she graduated with a
double major in classics and archaeology and a minor in Near
Eastern studies. She’s now a PhD candidate in archaeology at
Stanford, where she’s drawing on some of the practical skills
she gained in the lab for her doctoral work—based in part on
analysis of soil samples from the Mediterranean region, as well
as study of ancient texts—on how earthquakes have impacted
human history. “Working in the lab very much enriched my
Cornell education,” she says. “It complemented what I was doing
in my courses, and it was a much more active way of engaging
with the material I was learning in class. And the lab is a very
friendly place—but it can also be a quiet place, sort of a Zen place.
I remember feeling very meditative, counting the rings.” n
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GROWTH INDUSTRY: The Tree-Ring Lab in the
basement of Goldwin Smith Hall, where some
of the historical chronologies its researchers
have established are on prominent display on
the wall. Opposite page, top: A fragmentary
sample of a wooden post collected from an
Iroquois site. Bottom: Carol Bliss Griggs ’77,
PhD ’06 (left), and Manning at work.
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A Woman of Substance
-:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::-...
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54
1933–2020

,

,-

In fall 2013, CAM had the honor of interviewing
Justice Ginsburg in her chambers at the Supreme
Court for a cover story in our November/December
issue. In her memory, we’re revisiting her wisdom
from that feature—as well as celebrating her
decades-long connection to Cornell, where she met
her husband of ffty-six years, Marty Ginsburg ’53.
_,

L

For President Pollack’s tribute to Justice Ginsburg, see page 4.
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‘He was extraordinary for
that era,’ Ginsburg said
of her husband, Marty,
‘a guy who cared that
I had a brain.’

COLLEGE SWEETHEARTS: The Ginsburgs in their youth
(left and above). Right: The future justice (center) with
some of her Alpha Epsilon Phi sorority sisters. Opposite
page: Her portrait in the 1954 Cornellian.

On what it was like to be a woman student
on the Hill in the early Fifties:

PHOTOS: OPPOSITE, 1954 CORNELLIAN. THIS PAGE: GINSBURGS, PROVIDED; SORORITY, RARE AND MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS

“It was a different world. In the Arts college, there
were four men to every woman. The reason given: the
women had to live in the dormitories while the men
could live in Collegetown. As a result, the women in my
class were ever so much smarter than the men.”

On having novelist Vladimir Nabokov
as a professor:
“I had Nabokov for European literature, and to this
day I can hear that great man speaking. He changed
the way I read; he changed the way I write. He was an
unforgettable character. . . . He was in love with the
sound of words, and the placement of words was very
important.”

On meeting her future husband:
“He was extraordinary for that era, a guy who cared
that I had a brain. . . . At the time he had a girlfriend
at Smith and I had a boyfriend at Columbia Law
School. Our friends thought it would be a good idea
for us to spend time together during the week. . . .
That whole frst year we were just good friends. He
would tell me everything on his mind. Not a bad way
to start a relationship.”

On the secrets of a successful marriage:
“My beloved mother-in-law’s advice: ‘In every good
marriage, it helps sometimes to be a little deaf.’ It
proved great advice, not simply in relations with my
dear spouse, but even today, in relating to my colleagues on the Supreme Court. When something
unkind is said, forget it. Treat it as if the words were
never spoken. . . . Something else Marty’s mother
did when times were rough—a typical example, our
childcare aide moved away during my last year in
law school. Mother would put a sign on our bedroom
mirror, ‘Even this shall pass.’ However low you were
feeling at the moment, it would pass.”

On the best advice she ever received
(which came from her father-in-law):
“When Marty completed his frst year of law school, he
was called up for two years in [U.S. Army] service. So
we went off to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, home of the artillery school. A few weeks there, I became pregnant,
a joyous thing, yet I worried: how will I manage law
school with an infant? Marty’s father’s advice: ‘Ruth,
if you don’t want to go to law school, you have the best
reason in the world and no one would think less of
you. But if you really want to go to law school you will
stop feeling sorry for yourself; you will fnd a way.’ ›
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‘Even though we divide
sharply on some very
important matters,’
Ginsburg said of the
justices, ‘we all get along
with each other, we
respect each other, we
even like each other.’

Justice for All
Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54
is the conscience of the
Supreme Court

Inside:
Our interview and photographic accompaniments came out wonderfully
I hope you agree. Glad to have the copies for special friends and relations.
Big win at Homecoming

well,

I would very much like to have a copy of the cover photo if that can be

Return
arranged. of the Dairy Bar

With appreciation, and every good wish,
cornellalumnimagazine.com

Ruth Bader Ginsburg

That advice works for me to this very day: ‘Do I want
this enough? If I do, I’ll fnd a way.’ ”

my age have experienced it. A woman could be attending a meeting and say something she thought helpful.
Her remark is greeted by silence. Then ffteen minutes later, a man says the same thing—‘That’s a fne
idea,’ he is told. It’s as though they weren’t expecting a
woman to say anything worth listening to.”

On the role of dissent in Constitutional law:
“Dissents are summarized from the bench when the
Justice wants the public to know that, in her opinion, the
Court got it terribly wrong. . . . Let’s go back to 1857, the
Dred Scott decision [affrming that slaves are property].
There were two dissents. One of them, by Justice Curtis, is particularly compelling. When the court makes a
dreadful mistake it’s nice that we can look back and see
that some members of the Court recognized the danger
from the start. . . . You write to capture a future court.”

. . . And on subverting sexism:
“[When I was expecting my son] I was working at Rutgers Law School on a year-to-year contract. I feared that
if I told the dean I was pregnant, my contract would not
be renewed. So for the last couple of months I wore my
mother-in-law’s clothes; she was one size larger. Then,
with the renewed contract in hand, I told my colleagues
the last day of the term, ‘When I come back in the fall
there’ll be one more in my family.’ ”

On sexism:
“One experience I had many times over; most women
I
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On arguing gender discrimination
cases in the early Seventies:
“I knew that most judges would not really understand
what I was talking about. They had the idea, ‘We
know race discrimination is bad; so is discrimination
on the basis of religion or national origin. But sex? We
treat our wives and daughters very well.’ I tried to get
them to think of what they would want their daughter’s or their granddaughter’s opportunities to be. It
was all about choices—instead of being hemmed in,
relegated to a corner of man’s wide world, the doors
would be open and if a woman wanted to, she could
walk through them.”

On second-wave feminism:
“Many bright women of my generation at Cornell did
the traditional thing, they did what society expected of
them. Their husbands climbed the ladder in a chosen
career. Then, twenty years later, they fnd themselves
caged. The main idea of the revived feminist movement was no cages or pigeonholes—no assumption that
because you’re a woman you are this way and because
you’re a man, that way. You should have the opportunity to follow wherever your talent and will take you.
It’s a very healthy development for society.”

On work-family balance:
“There’s a formidable problem, mainly in the corporate world and in large law frms: the notion that you
must be totally committed to the frm. You must be
there at all hours, there’s no room for home. To me that
notion is puzzling. One would think that with modern
means of communication, it should be much easier to
do whatever is needed from home. And yet, the large
frms haven’t made that adjustment. I think it will take
young people to insist, ‘People should have a family
life and a work life, and each should balance, and provide respite from, the other.’ . . . The image needs to be
changed, and we’ll all be better off for it—men, women,
and children.”

On what it’s like to serve
on the Supreme Court:
“Even now, twenty years later, when I walk into the
courtroom I’m still in awe. Sometimes I think it’s all a
dream. What surprised me most was the collegiality of
this place. Even though we divide sharply on some very
important matters, we all get along with each other, we
respect each other, we even like each other. We work
together as a family. . . . Whatever might appear from
some sharply divided opinions, we know that we must
get over whatever momentary annoyance we feel. We
revere the Court. We don’t want to leave it in worse
shape than we found it.”

On her own work habits:
“They’re bad; I tend to work until the job is done. My
husband would say, ‘If you would leave off and come to
bed, in the morning the issues will be clearer.’ He was
right. Sometimes I feel like I’m in a maze, then go to
sleep thinking about the way out, and when I wake up
in the morning I see the path. But now there’s no one
telling me it’s time to quit.”

On what it felt like to be the subject
of the comic opera Scalia/Ginsburg:

“Great. Especially because the person who plays me is a
lyric soprano and in reality, I’m a monotone.”

PHOTOS: 2014 EVENT, ROBERT
BARKER/UREL; REUNION, PROVIDED

On the contrasts between opera
and life at the Supreme Court:

LOYAL ALUMNA: Ginsburg reminiscing about her time on the Hill during
a 2014 event at the New York Historical Society (above) and greeting
Reunion 2019 attendees via video (above left). Opposite page: The
justice was so fond of the cover featuring her, she requested a reprint,
which CAM gladly framed and shipped to her.

“In opera, everything is exaggerated, everything is
very dramatic. Here, we try to keep the temperature
low. Consider the words of Justice Scalia’s ‘rage aria’
[from Scalia/Ginsburg]: ‘The justices are blind; how
can they possibly spout this? The Constitution says
absolutely nothing about this!’ My response is to this
effect: ‘You are in search of bright-line solutions for
problems that don’t have easy answers. But the great
thing about our Constitution is that, like our society,
it can evolve.’ ” n
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LEARNING CURVE

A communication course offers a taste of normalcy in a COVID-changed
semester: live lectures in an iconic campus building
B Y B E T H S AULNIE R
PHOTOS BY SA RA D EG RAW AN D L I AM M ON A H A N
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n a Tuesday in October, there are ffty
people in Bailey Hall—and by pandemic
standards, that means half the seats are
taken. In normal times, an audience of that
size would be a sparse turnout for a venue that
can accommodate more than 1,300. But due
to the need for social distancing to prevent
the spread of COVID-19, there are just 100
available spots scattered throughout the room,
each denoted by a sticker. The rest of the seats,
blocked by strips of blue tape, are off limits.
The young adults occupying these assigned
seats are here for what, in the context of one of
the most challenging semesters in the history
of higher education, is a college student’s holy
grail: a live, in-person lecture. While many
courses on the Hill and around the country
are being taught virtually, this one—COMM
1101, the introductory course required of all
communication majors—is embracing what’s
known as a hybrid teaching model. In addition to the ffty students in Bailey, another
twenty-two are attending
online via Zoom; two more,
located abroad in far-flung
time zones, will watch the
recorded lecture later.
It’s about a third of the way
through the semester, and the
topic at hand is the importance of conducting ethical,
unbiased research. Up on
stage, Professor Sahara Byrne
is wearing a plastic face shield
as she talks about the benefts
and pitfalls of data gathering. “Social science studies
are based on observations of
people, and so we want to
create naturalistic environments, or environments that
tease out other explanations,” she tells the
class. “We’re watching people or we’re asking
them questions. . . . Then, after we gather
the data, we try to look at it with an objective
perspective on what it is saying to us. And to
do that, we have to remove our personal bias.”
Byrne’s laptop sits open on the lectern; on
the stage foor is a monitor that shows her
what the Zoom students are seeing. At the
touch of a key, she rolls a video to illustrate
her point, and a scene from the sitcom “Parks
and Recreation” flls Bailey’s giant screen. In
it, Leslie Knope (the small-town civil servant
played by Amy Poehler) is trying to prove that
the public supports her pet project to build a
neighborhood park—so she gets her staff to
conduct a survey including such questions

as, “Wouldn’t you rather have a park than a
storage facility for nuclear waste?” As Knope
explains: “If you want to guarantee the results
of a survey, you design the question to give
you the answer that you want.” When the clip
concludes, Byrne sums up the lesson. “They
need to get what they want, so they start
asking less strict questions, questions that are
biased toward their point of view, those types
of things,” she says, “which is absolutely the
wrong way to do the research.”
It’s a perfectly normal moment from a typical college class—and in these unsettled and
unpredictable times, normalcy has become
something to cherish. That’s true for Lauren
Baldinger ’23, a transfer student from New
York’s Westchester County who spent her
freshman year at Syracuse University. As a
sophomore new to the Hill, she says she’s
treasuring the chance to be surrounded by
fellow students in a physical classroom. “It’s
not quite the same as a normal in-person
experience, but I’ve defnitely
met my peers that sit around
me in class, and we do get to
talk to each other; even though
we’re six feet apart and wearing
masks, we still get some interaction,” she says. “We get to go
up to the professor and ask her
questions, introduce ourselves.
I think that’s really special—
especially right now, when
people don’t get that a lot.”
COMM 1101 is Baldinger’s
only in-person class this semester; as Byrne notes, that’s the
case for many of her Bailey
students. And since it’s a
required intro course, most
enrollees are freshmen or transfers—meaning that it’s the only non-virtual
class they’ve ever had on the Hill. “I felt very
committed from the very beginning that I was
going to teach it in person if I was allowed to,”
Byrne says, speaking with CAM via Zoom in
mid-September. “I don’t have any risk factors
for COVID, and of course I trusted that there
were going to be mechanisms in place to make
that possible and safe for everybody.”
On top of the distanced seating—Byrne
distributed a chart of Bailey’s layout in
advance, and students chose the spots they’ll
occupy all semester—those safety measures
include a requirement that everyone in the
audience wear masks and remain at least six
feet apart from each other. (The professor
uses a face shield when she’s onstage but ›

IN PERSON: Professor Sahara Byrne
teaching Intro to Communication to a socially
distanced audience in Bailey Hall this fall

PHOTO: DEGRAW

‘It’s not quite
the same as a
normal in-person
experience,’
says a transfer
student, ‘but
I’ve defnitely
met my peers
that sit around
me in class.’
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‘I defnitely feel
safe with the COVID
precautions,’ says one
frst-year student.

to address a vast, mostly empty concert hall
dotted with masked faces. “It’s odd—like if
people didn’t want to sit next to each other,
this is how it would look. But it’s almost hard
to remember how weird it was the frst day.”
Byrne holds her offce hours virtually—
conducting them from home but giving
students a taste of campus by using a Zoom
background of her offce in the comm department, located on the fourth foor of Mann
Library. “I actually think it’s easier for them,”
says Byrne, who plans to continue offering an
online offce hours option even post-COVID.
“They pop in, they ask questions, they meet
each other; if it’s private we go into a breakout room. They don’t have to wait outside my
offce, and it’s maybe a little less intimidating.
Many more students than ever are dropping
switches to a mask for other interactions.) in to introduce themselves.”
Wipes are available so students can sanitize
The weekly sections with the course’s three
their seats before and after class, and attend- TAs are also online; these smaller groups allow
ees are expected to maintain social distance for more personal interaction, albeit virtual.
while entering and leaving the building. “I “I think it’s going pretty well,” says doctoral
defnitely feel safe with the COVID precau- student and TA Cat Lambert, MS ’17, MS ’20.
tions,” says Katrien de Waard ’24, a comm “It’s obviously a very different experience than
major from the Chicago suburbs who’s taking it would be in person, because you’re supposed
the class in person. “I honestly feel safer on to be having these in-depth discussions. By the
campus than I think I would have at home, nature of Zoom it has to be more of, ‘I ask a
where people aren’t taking it as seriously. On question, somebody responds, I call on somecampus, everybody has to follow the rules one else.’ There’s less opportunity for them
because there are consequences, whereas in to engage with each other, which is kind of a
my hometown there are kids who don’t wear struggle, but it’s just the nature of the beast.”
masks and just hang out.”
Although the comm course normally
ike all courses on the Hill that have an
comprises two ninety-minute sessions per
in-person component this semester,
week, for this semester Byrne changed it to
COMM 1101 will go entirely online followone three-hour block, with a short break in ing the Thanksgiving break, with the rest of
the middle. That halved the number of weekly the semester and fnal exams being conducted
interactions, and it means that—per Cornell’s virtually. Still, despite the shortened residenrequirement that all undergrads who are in tial semester, students say they’re glad they
Ithaca this semester be tested for COVID two came to campus. “I wanted an in-person expetimes per week—each student has tested nega- rience to kind of keep the college dream alive,”
tive twice between class meetings. “I think says Alan Lau ’23, who’s from Long Island. “I
we as humans get used to change really fast,” only have eight semesters here before I’m in
Byrne observes, refecting on what it’s like the real world, so I really wanted to get the
most out of it. And Professor Byrne has done
an incredible job of maintaining the atmosphere of being as quote-unquote normal as
possible. Tuesday is probably the best day of
the week—just the fact that I’m able to walk
onto campus, go into class, and sit in a big
auditorium with a lecturer.”
Two freshmen in the comm class—Sydney
Moore and Paige Phillips—got to know each
other online even before matriculating on the
Hill, after meeting through a group chat for
members of the Class of ’24 who are African
American. While they wound up in different
dorms, they were able to pick seats relatively
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near each other in Bailey. “At first I was
nervous about the whole situation, but I do
think that Cornell has done an amazing job of
sanitizing things, not just in the classroom but
the dining halls, for example,” says Phillips,
who comes from Potomac, Maryland. “The
only problem is getting to know people at a
socially distanced level; you have masks on, so
it might be diffcult to see people’s expressions
or remember their faces. That’s really the only
struggle I’ve encountered.” Adds Moore, who
traveled from her home in Southern California
but was able to do her two-week quarantine
with family in Pennsylvania: “It just goes to
show how motivated people are to have that
in-person experience. We freshmen, who
missed out on a big part of our senior year of
high school—we’re pretty much willing to do
anything we can to have that. We’re getting
used to the mask and the sanitation as part
of our day, so I’m not really worried about my
personal safety. I feel like I can trust my peers
to care about my health as well as their own.”
As Byrne explains, a major motivator
behind her desire to offer an in-person option
for COMM 1101 was the four years she spent
as faculty in residence: she and her family
lived in Mews Hall on North Campus, home
to all freshmen. “That really connected me ›

NEW SCHOOL (above and opposite page, top and bottom): Students attending Byrne’s weekly
lecture in Bailey. Opposite page, middle: A designated, socially distanced seat. Below: From
the stage, Byrne can see a monitor showing the view for Zoom students; her laptop (on the
lectern) and sanitizing wipes (on the foor) are close at hand.
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what happens.”
But as Byrne stresses, from the beginning
her goal was not only to offer a safe and satisfying in-person experience for the students
in Bailey, but to make the material just as
compelling to the one-third of the class taking
it via Zoom. Says Byrne: “In my mind, I have
a TED Talk as an example of how I’d like the
class to look and feel for the students who are
online.” And Bailey’s state-of-the-art infrastructure has made the class’s hybrid model
possible. The facility—which, this semester, is also hosting classes on physics and
hotel administration—got an extensive overhaul in 2006 and has had regular upgrades
ever since. Now boasting a broadcast-quality
system with built-in microphones and remotecontrolled cameras, it can essentially operate
as a TV studio that can be easily adapted for
academic classes, classical and rock concerts,
public lectures, and more. “I’m going to so
miss Bailey Hall—the huge screen, the great
sound,” Byrne says with a laugh. “It’s fun to
teach in there.”
Among the students taking the class on
Zoom is Nkem Haffner ’23. A native of
Lagos, Nigeria, Haffner is currently living in
Maryland, near where her sister attends law
school. She’s been there ever since Cornell’s
campus closed in mid-March, unable to return
to Nigeria due to travel bans and airport
closures. “Staring at a computer for three
hours with a twenty-minute break requires a
lot of discipline,” admits Haffner, noting that

PHOTOS: DEGRAW

‘In my mind, I have a
TED Talk as an example
of how I’d like the
class to look and feel
for the students who
are online,’ Byrne says.

to the frst-year student experience,” she says.
“There’s a lot of socialization into college and
into your major.” To help students acclimate
to life on the Hill, she even inserted a requirement that students explore a “co-curricular”
activity like joining a campus club. (Two of
them, Sara DeGraw ’23 and Liam Monahan
’24, satisfed it by doing a virtual externship
with CAM, serving as photographers for this
article—a godsend, since Cornell’s COVID
regulations prohibit visitors on campus.) All
in all, Byrne says, prepping for the course was
essentially a full-time job for much of the
summer. “I worked on this class every day
for two months,” she says, “trying to prepare
it for all the different modes, to really be ready
for anything.”
As far as comm major Milan Carter ’24 is
concerned, Byrne’s hard work has paid off.
“I absolutely love her class,” says Carter, a
North Carolinian who says she’s enjoying life
in Akwe:kon, the Native American program
house on North Campus. “Professor Byrne
does such a great job. She has such a great
presence.” For Carter, attending in person
had particular appeal: she did her last three
years of high school online, to accommodate
advanced training in ballet. “I was ready to
get out of the house and do my own thing,”
she says. “I loved the campus when I came to
visit—and I have family in New York State, so
it was easy for me to quarantine for two weeks
at no charge. Everything fell into place and I
thought, I might as well take the shot and see
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she’s fnding her science- and math-based
classes even harder to take virtually than
those in the social sciences. “Not having your
peers beside you and not being able to interact
with your professor in a physical way is defnitely hard, but I’m getting through it. This
year has taught me that anything can happen,
and to be able to adapt in and out of school,
you have to remain fexible.”
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reshman Karl Lam is taking COMM
1101 via Zoom from the other side of the
planet—and while he’s a proud member
of Cornell’s Class of ’24, the Hong Kong resident has never actually set foot on the Hill.
Lam was born in the U.S., and his citizenship
means that he doesn’t need a visa to enter the
country; still, he and his family decided that
given the long distance, a virtual fall semester made the most sense. “For me, it was the
uncertainty—whether the campus would
stay open or we’d be forced to leave,” he says.
“Another big reason was the fact that everyone
would be going home after Thanksgiving. I’d
only be in Ithaca for around two months, and
I’d have to quarantine for fourteen days when
I got there and again when I traveled back to
Hong Kong. So it seemed best to do remote for
the time being.”
Lam’s local time is twelve hours ahead of
Ithaca’s—which means that for him, class
is held from 11:30 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. While
he could have chosen to watch recorded
lectures—what’s known as the “asynchronous” option—he participates live, since he’s a
night owl anyway. “In terms of a class experience, it’s been pretty smooth,” he says. “There
were a couple of issues with the audio and
Zoom in the frst one or two lectures, but now
this is the new normal and we’ve gotten into
the pace of things.” Asked if he ever feels jealous of the students he sees in Bailey during
class, Lam replies with a rueful laugh. “Oh
yeah, absolutely—are you kidding?” he says.
“But it’s also great to see my fellow classmates, even if they’re all masked up, and to
get a glimpse of what college life is like. I trust
that I’ll be on campus soon—hopefully next
semester.”
Byrne admits that the irony of the course’s
subject matter isn’t lost on her. First off, she’s
teaching Intro to Comm in a venue where
normal discourse is constrained by covered
mouths and far-apart seating. She’s trying to
balance different modes of communication:
in person, virtual, asynchronous. And she’s
doing it at a time when much of the planet is
undergoing a massive experiment in human

connection—grappling with online school,
Zoom weddings and bar mitzvahs, virtual frst
dates, socially distanced visits with Grandma.
Meanwhile, examples of the course material
are playing out in real time—from the epidemic
of misinformation about the pandemic to the
constant messaging aimed at convincing the
public to wear masks, avoid large gatherings,
and wash their hands. “I could teach the whole
class on ‘intro to COVID communication,’ ”
Byrne observes. “Just the communication
from the University to our students has
been worth a career of study.” But Byrne has
concluded that—despite a surfeit of real-world
examples—she’ll resist the temptation to fold
too much current news into the curriculum. “I
had this moment where I thought, I am going
to give them a break from COVID,” she says.
“I might bring the pandemic in a few times,
but I also want the students to know that the
feld of communication existed without this,
and there’s more coming after this is over.
Maybe, for the entire three hours that they’re
there, this classroom can be one place where
they don’t have to think about COVID.” n

DISTANCED LEARNING: (below,
top): Byrne conducts her offce
hours from home—but uses a
Zoom background of her offce in
the comm department. Bottom: A
sample of what the Bailey lecture
looks like to online students.
Opposite page, top: CAM student
photographer Sara DeGraw ’24 in a
self-portrait taken in her room during
a Zoom lecture. Bottom: DeGraw
also shot CAM’s other student
photographer, Liam Monahan ’23,
studying outside; this fall, many
students took advantage of the
good weather to attend their online
classes outdoors.
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Bear in Mind
Test your East Hill IQ
with the ultimate
Big Red trivia quiz

How Will You Score?
100 points: Top of the Tower
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80+ Marvelous Martha
70+ Awesome Andrew
60+ Classy Cayuga
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Are you an aficionado of Cornell lore? Do you know how many people
were in the first graduating class in 1869 or how many fans can fit
in the Crescent? How Ezra figured into a space shuttle launch . . .
and where Superman spent his senior year? Try your hand at CAM’s
extravaganza of Big Red factoids—then check the answers on
page 90 and see how you did!
1. The First General
Announcement of Cornell’s
founding stated that “all
candidates for admission to
any department or course
must present satisfactory
evidences” of what?
a) A s econdary school
education or its equivalent
b) Being at least seventeen
years of age
c) Good moral character
d) Sound physical health
2. Two verses of the “Alma
Mater” are traditionally sung;
how many does the song
actually have?
a) Three
b) Four
c) Five
d) Six

6. Approximately how many
hours did the 1969 Straight
takeover last?
a) Twenty-four
b) Thirty-six
c) Forty-eight
d) Sixty

8. What Ancient Greek hero
is immortalized in a statue,
made of chrome car bumpers,
outside the Statler Hotel?
a) Achilles
b) Odysseus
c) Heracles
d) Perseus

7. What year was the Student
Homophile League—only the
second gay rights group ever
organized on a U.S. college
campus—founded on the Hill?
a) 1965
b) 1968
c) 1971
d) 1974

9. How many steps are there
to the top of McGraw Tower?
a) 151
b) 161
c) 171
d) 181
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3. The Medical College’s
teaching hospital can trace
its roots to a charter, still
held in its archives, that was
signed by what leader?
a) General George
Washington
b) New York Governor
Theodore Roosevelt
c) King George III of England
d) President John Adams
4. Cornell’s red-and-white
football uniforms inspired the
logo of what company?
a) Purina
b) Coca-Cola
c) Target
d) Campbell’s S oup
5. Which of the following were
among the rules for freshmen
during the first half of the
twentieth century?
a) Wearing a c lass beanie
b) Staying off the grass
c) Avoiding certain bars
d) All of the above
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11. How many guest rooms does
the Statler Hotel have?
a) 98
b) 116
c) 137
d) 153

15. How far do students have to
swim continuously to pass
Cornell’s swim test?
a) 50 yards
b) 75 yards
c) 100 yards
d) 125 yards

13. The University is occasionally
confused with Cornell College,
a private liberal arts school.
Where is it?
a) Nebraska
b) Illinois
c) Indiana
d) Iowa
14. The Hot Truck was founded
by the son of the proprietor of
what legendary Collegetown
eatery/watering hole?
a) Royal Palm Tavern
b) Zinck’s
c) Johnny’s Big Red Grill
d) The Nines

16. How many people were in
Cornell’s first graduating
class in 1869?
a) Six
b) Eight
c) Twelve
d) Sixteen

17. What Hollywood star played
Mark Whitacre, PhD ’83, in a
2009 comedy-drama?
a) Ben Affleck
b) Jude Law
c) Hugh Jackman
d) Matt Damon
56
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10. In 1915, Touchdown I, the Big
Red’s first live bear mascot,
was abducted by students at
an Ivy rival—whose football
team promptly lost to Cornell,
ending a thirty-game winning
streak. What school was it?
a) Penn
b) Harvard
c) Yale
d) Columbia

12. ILR occupies buildings,
completed in 1913, that were
once home to what?
a) CALS
b) College of Home
Economics
c) College of Veterinary
Medicine
d) Mechanical engineering
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18. Morris Bishop 1914, PhD
1926, author of A History of
Cornell, wooed his future wife,
Alison Mason Kingsbury, after
she came to campus for what
high-profile project?
a) Installing the S age
Chapel organ
b) Recasting the Clock
Tower chimes
c) Painting the S traight
lobby murals
d) Restoring the A.D.
White statue
19. How many feet beneath
Alumni Field is the Cornell
Electron Storage Ring,
the University’s particle
accelerator?
a) 10
b) 40
c) 100
d) 400
20. What piece of equipment is
depicted behind Ezra in his
Arts Quad statue?
a) Telegraph
b) Light bulb
c) Anvil
d) Printing press

21. Can you match these
Cornellians to their
inventions?
a) Robert Moog, PhD ’65
b) Gregory Pincus 1924
c) Harry Coover Jr., PhD ’44
d) Jeff Hawkins ’79
e) Wilson Greatbatch ’50
f) Willis C arrier, MEng 1901
1) Birth control pill
2) Air conditioning
3) Implantable
pacemaker
4) Super Glue
5) Palm Pilot
6) Synthesizer

22. A.D. White’s second wife,
Helen Magill White, held what
academic distinction?
a) First female professor of
engineering at CU
b) Youngest president of
Vassar College
c) First female member of
Phi Beta Kappa
d) First woman to earn a PhD
in the U.S.

26. Which Peter, Paul, and Mary
hit did Peter Yarrow ’59 base
on a poem that Leonard
Lipton ’62 wrote as an
undergrad?
a) “B lowin’ in the Wind”
b) “Puff, the Magic Dragon”
c) “If I H ad a H ammer”
d) “500 Miles”

29. Cornell’s Lake Source Cooling
system pulls water from the
depths of Cayuga, where the
temperature is about what
year-round?
a) 33° F
b) 39° F
c) 47° F
d) 55° F

27. What is Cayuga’s distinction
among the Finger Lakes?
a) Deepest
b) Longest
c) Most surface area
d) Largest volume of water

23. What item of apparel, worn
by Ezra on his wedding day in
1831, did G. David Low ’80
carry into space on the
shuttle Columbia in 1989?
a) Cravat
b) Socks
c) Gloves
d) Vest
24. What did Ezra build and
endow in downtown Ithaca
in the 1860s?
a) Public library
b) Public hospital
c) Orphanage
d) Home for Civil War widows

28. Charles Feeney ’56 has
given some $1 billion to the
University, including its single
largest gift: $350 million for
Cornell Tech. In what field did
he make his fortune?
a) Radio s tations
b) Cruise lines
c) Duty-free shops
d) Real estate development
30. How many former Cornell
presidents are interred in the
Sage Chapel crypt?
a) None
b) One
c) Two
d) Three

25. Presidents Andrew Dickson
White and Jacob Gould
Schurman both served as
ambassador to what country?
a) The United Kingdom
b) France
c) Italy
d) Germany

57
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36. Superman star Christopher
Reeve ’74 earned a BA in
theatre arts from Cornell,
despite leaving campus after
three years to do what?
a) Study acting at Juilliard
b) Join the Royal
Shakespeare Company
c) Attend Yale’s drama school
d) Take a role on Broadway

31. How many bells were part of
the Cornell Chimes when they
first rang in 1868, and how
many are there now?
a) Eight; nineteen
b) Nine; twenty-one
c) Eleven; eighteen
d) Twelve; twenty-four

34. Cornell was the first U.S.
university to offer a major in
what field?
a) Women’s s tudies
b) Landscape architecture
c) Rural sociology
d) American studies
35. What is the seating capacity
of the Schoellkopf Crescent?
a) 18,750
b) 19,250
c) 20,375
d) 21,500

38. What are the names of East
Hill’s current nesting pair of
red-tailed hawks?
a) Martha and Ezra
b) Jennie and Andrew
c) Big Red and Arthur
d) Nellie and Willard

39. In 2000, the Clinton
Presidential Library received
287,900 nanoscale versions
of what musical instrument—
carved on a silicon chip and
embedded in a paperweight—
made at the Cornell
Nanofabrication Facility?
a) Guitar
b) Saxophone
c) Violin
d) Drum
40. As a child actor in his first
and only film, Peter Ostrum,
DVM ’84, starred in what?
a) Willy Wonka & the Chocolate
Factory
b) Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
c) The Bad News Bears
d) The Love Bug
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32. Can you rank these
schools/colleges by their
undergrad enrollment
(as of fall 2019), from
smallest to largest?
a) CALS
b) AAP
c) Arts & S ciences
d) Engineering
e) Human Ecology
f) ILR
g) Business

33. What year did the Ithaca
Commons open as a
pedestrian mall?
a) 1969
b) 1975
c) 1980
d) 1984

37. Which of the following is
not the subject of a Cornell
collection?
a) Beekeeping
b) Witchcraft
c) Insects
d) Origami
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41. Cornell awarded the world’s
first degree in what field?
a) Journalism
b) Veterinary medicine
c) Fiber science
d) Engineering physics
46. For what book did Carl Sagan
win a Pulitzer Prize for General
Nonfiction?
a) Cosmos
b) Dragons of Eden
c) Broca’s Brain
d) The Demon-Haunted World

42. What year did a pumpkin
mysteriously appear atop the
Clock Tower?
a) 1995
b) 1996
c) 1997
d) 1998

47. Which of the following
ingredients is not part of the
Bo Burger, a meaty delicacy
beloved by generations of
Cornellians?
a) Thousand Island dressing
b) Fried egg
c) Cheese
d) Onions

48. The legendary R. Harrison
Sanford coached rowing at
Cornell for thirty-four years
starting in 1937. What was
his nickname?
a) Skinny
b) Sandman
c) Santa
d) Stork
49. What classic book was the
basis for an operatic cantata
that had its world premiere in
New York in 2005?
a) Beloved by Toni Morrison,
MA ’55
b) The Good Earth by Pearl
Buck, MA ’25
c) Gravity’s Rainbow by
Thomas P ynchon ’59
d) The Elements of Style by
William Strunk Jr., PhD 1896,
& E.B. White 1921

43. Which of the following is not
an ice cream flavor at the
Dairy Bar?
a) Cornelia’s Dark Secret
b) A.D. White Chocolate
c) Ezra’s Morning Cup
d) Big Red Bear Tracks
44. What veteran comedy star
is a longtime A.D. White
Professor-at-Large?
a) Steve Martin
b) Bill Murray
c) John Cleese
d) Stephen Fry

50. What work of fiction has a
Cornell-trained veterinarian as
its hero?
a) Black Beauty
b) Water for Elephants
c) Free Willy
d) Lassie, Come Home
51. What famous rocker—a
member of the Class of ’72
who’d scored a perfect 800
on his math SATs—studied
engineering on the Hill before
dropping out to pursue music?
a) Huey Lewis
b) John Mellencamp
c) Billy Joel
d) David Lee Roth

52. Can you match these East Hill buildings to their superstar architects?
a) Thom Mayne b) I.M. Pei c) Richard Meier ’56, BArch ’57 d) Rem Koolhaas
1) Johnson Museum

2) Milstein Hall

3) Weill Hall

4) Gates Hall

45. Which variety of apple was
not developed at Cornell?
a) Gala
b) Macoun
c) Empire
d) Jonagold
NO V E M B E R
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56. What sculpture by Alberto
Giacometti, depicting a
haunting solitary figure, is
one of the Johnson Museum’s
most prominent and valuable
works of art?
a) Standing Woman
b) Man Pointing
c) Walking Man II
d) Walking Woman I

53. Can you put these midtwentieth-century events
in chronological order?
a) Deane Waldo Malott
becomes president of CU
b) ILR school joins the new
SUNY system
c) The U -Halls are built on
West Campus
d) Kurt Vonnegut ’44
publishes his first novel

60

54. After a career in the NFL,
Big Red football legend Ed
Marinaro ’72, BS ’73, gained
fame as an actor in what
Eighties TV drama?
a) “St. Elsewhere”
b) “Miami Vice”
c) “L.A. L aw”
d) “Hill Street Blues”

57. Edward Tiffin Cook 1910,
one of the Big Red’s earliest
Olympic medalists, shared
the gold in what track and
field event at the 1908
Summer Games?
a) Discus throw
b) Long jump
c) Pole vault
d) Shot put

58. In what Persian Gulf country
does Weill Cornell Medicine
have a branch that grants
MD degrees?
a) Qatar
b) United Arab Emirates
c) Saudi Arabia
d) Kuwait
59. What namesake of a campus
building founded Dragon Day?
a) Willard Straight 1901
b) Olive Tjaden ’25
c) Goldwin Smith
d) Anna Comstock 1885

55. What Cornell benefactor’s
opulent mansion, later sold
to a fraternity, burned to the
ground in 1906?
a) Henry Sage
b) Jennie McGraw Fiske
c) Jeremiah Beebe
d) Robert Treman 1878
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60. George Joblove ’76, MS ’79,
is a CGI pioneer who cofounded the computer graphics
department at George Lucas’s
Industrial Light & Magic.
Which of these movies didn’t
he work on?
a) Young Sherlock Holmes
b) The Abyss
c) Terminator 2: Judgment Day
d) Death Becomes Her

65. What major university,
founded in 1885, had
a Cornellian as its first
president—and an original
faculty composed largely
of CU alumni and former
professors?
a) Northwestern
b) Purdue
c) UCLA
d) Stanford

67. Akwe:kon—Cornell’s Native
American program house,
the first of its kind on a U.S.
campus—means “all of us” in
what language?
a) Cayuga
b) Onondaga
c) Tuscarora
d) Mohawk
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61. When Martha Van
Rensselaer—future co-founder
of the College of Home
Economics—was elected to
the traditionally male position
of school commissioner of
New York’s Cattaraugus
County, what was she
reportedly asked not to do?
a) Get married
b) Have children
c) Teach classes
d) Contradict male colleagues
62. What classic film was based
on an unproduced play by
Murray Burnett ’31?
a) Gaslight
b) Notorious
c) Casablanca
d) White Heat

66. What Big Red hockey star
went on to serve in the
Canadian Parliament?
a) Joe Nieuwendyk ’88
b) Ken Dryden ’69
c) Brian McCutcheon ’71
d) Doug Dadswell ’88

68. With what overseas
institution does Cornell
Tech have an academic
partnership?
a) École Polytechnique,
France
b) Technion–Israel Institute of
Technology, Israel
c) Tsinghua University, C hina
d) Imperial College London, U K
69. The Mars rover Opportunity,
whose scientific mission
was led by physical sciences
professor Steve Squyres ’78,
PhD ’81, was built to function
for ninety days. How long did
it actually last?
a) Eighteen months
b) Five years
c) Ten years
d) Fifteen years

70. What Ivy team did the Big
Red play in the infamous
“Fifth Down” football game
of 1940?
a) Dartmouth
b) Harvard
c) Penn
d) Brown

71. Who holds the record for
longest-serving Cornell
president?
a) Frank H.T. Rhodes
b) Andrew Dickson White
c) Edmund Ezra Day
d) Jacob Gould Schurman
72. Which of these movies did not
include a character that went
to Cornell?
a) Any Given Sunday
b) Die Hard
c) Dirty Dancing
d) Up in the Air

63. Two Big Red alumni have
served as head of state of
what Asian nation?
a) South Korea
b) Taiwan
c) Japan
d) Singapore
64. What fast-food franchise
did James McLamore ’47
co-found?
a) Popeyes
b) Burger King
c) Domino’s
d) Taco Bell
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73. Can you recognize these prominent alumni from their Cornellian senior portraits?

A) Gary Bettman ’74

NHL commissioner

B) Ken Blanchard ’61, PhD ’67

management guru

C) Harold Bloom ’51

academic and cultural critic

D) Jane Brody ’62

medical journalist

E) Joyce Bauer Brothers ’47

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

psychologist and
TV personality

F) S.E. Cupp ’00

CNN host

G) Ken Dryden ’69

hockey star

H) Reggie Fils-Aimé ’83

former president of
Nintendo of America

I) Jeff Lehman ’77

former CU president

J) Svante Myrick ’09

Ithaca mayor

K) Drew Nieporent ’77

restaurateur

L) Bill Nye ’77

science popularizer

M) Adepero Oduye ’99

film actress

N) Janet Reno ’60

former Attorney General

O) Michelle Rhee ’92

former chancellor of
Washington, D.C., schools

P) Leah Ward Sears ’76

Chief Justice of the
Georgia Supreme Court

Q) Kate Snow ’91

NBC news anchor

R) Ratan Tata, BArch 1962

chairman emeritus of
India’s Tata Group

S) Sanford Weill ’55

Weill Cornell Medicine
“foremost benefactor”
author of bestseller
The Devil Wears Prada
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This special section, a bonus issue of the university’s
Ezra magazine, highlights ways Cornell initiatives
intersect with philanthropy and engagement of Cornell
alumni, parents and friends.

~

-

TEAMING UP: CORONAVIRUS
RESEARCH AT CORNELL

I

By J. Edward Anthony
Bacteria that churn out a COVID-19 vaccine like
tiny pharmaceutical factories.

An antibody test that not only indicates whether
you’ve been exposed but also measures the strength
and progress of your immune response.

A friendly giant of a molecule, harmless to humans that,
once injected into the bloodstream, will bind like Velcro to
the outside of SARS-CoV-2, keeping it from doing harm by
holding the virus in a relentless molecular bear hug.

continued on next page
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To people anxious for practical help, these ideas might
sound far-fetched – but to Cornell researchers working
at the forefront of their fields, these outside-the-box,
collaborative approaches are full of possibility. All are

,

Cornell University

“THERE IS A SENSE OF OBLIGATION
TO HELP FIGHT THE PANDEMIC, AND
THERE’S LOTS OF URGENT FUNDING
FOR COVID-19-RELATED RESEARCH
OUT THERE.”
– Ailong Ke, professor of molecular biology and genetics

based on concepts and technology that were
previously developed at Cornell to address
other engineering, diagnostic and clinical
challenges. Now Cornell researchers are reexamining and adapting their innovations to
develop the tests, treatments and knowledge
necessary to end the COVID-19 pandemic.

Earlier this year, the three projects mentioned
above, along with 20 others, received Phase I
funding through the OVPR SARS-CoV-2 Seed
Grant program, a joint endeavor of the Office
of the Vice Provost for Research (OVPR), the
Center for Vertebrate Genomics and the Center
for Immunology. OVPR Seed Grants are giving
researchers the extra financial support they
need to pivot their expertise and technical
resources toward this global health crisis.
“Through the OVPR Seed Grants, we were
able to fund a lot of genuinely innovative,
interdisciplinary collaborations – projects
involving researchers from multiple colleges,
multiple departments and people who
you would not consider to be traditional
virologists,” says Paula Cohen, professor of
genetics and associate vice provost for life
sciences. “This cooperativity is what Cornell
does best.”
Generating preliminary data
“There is a sense of obligation to help fight the
pandemic, and there’s lots of urgent funding
for COVID-19-related research out there,” says
Ailong Ke, professor of molecular biology
and genetics. “But for people like me, with
relevant expertise and ideas but no direct
experience with virology, [the OVPR Seed
Grant] is the resource I needed to move forward
and generate data that will convince external
funding sources to fund my idea directly.”
Ke – in collaboration with Hector AguilarCarreno, associate professor of microbiology
and immunology in the College of Veterinary
Medicine, and Robert Dick, a research associate
in the Volker Vogt Lab in Molecular Biology
and Genetics – is engineering a molecular
decoy that the SARS-CoV-2 virus will find more

attractive, from a biochemical standpoint, than
the receptors on human cells that the virus
typically exploits.
“To work, these receptor-like decoys will
have to have an advantage,” Ke says. “They’ll
have to have greater affinity and bind more
tightly to the virus than a cell’s surface
receptors do. Basically, they will latch onto
the viruses and then sequester them away.”
The strategy has some similarities to a
successful antibody treatment for the Ebola
virus, but Ke hopes that decoy receptors
will have some advantages over antibody
treatments.

“The [SARS-CoV-2] virus may mutate and
weaken the effectiveness of a particular
antibody. But the virus will always target the
same receptors on cells,” Ke says.
Overcoming unforeseen obstacles
“When we all found ourselves in this
situation – to do COVID-19 research or not –
anybody with a good idea was very clearly
motivated to do something,” says Bettina
Wagner, professor of population medicine and
diagnostic sciences. Wagner and collaborators
at the College of Veterinary Medicine and the
Animal Health Diagnostic Center (AHDC) are
developing an antibody test based on the same
technology that the AHDC uses for its Lyme
disease test.
The AHDC already has the capacity to run
hundreds of multiplex antibody tests per
day for Lyme disease, and Wagner believes
they can do the same for COVID-19. Because
multiplex tests at the AHDC simultaneously
detect multiple proteins associated with a
particular pathogen, they are more sensitive
and accurate than tests based on a single
antigen. With the additional data, researchers
can also detect patterns in people’s varied
immune responses, which could eventually
allow researchers to estimate when exposure
to the virus took place and the strength of a
person’s immunity.
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number of Cornell projects
that received a total
of

$226,849
in the frst phase of funding
of the Ofce of the Vice
Provost for Research’s
SARS-CoV-2 Seed
Grant program

The incentive was already there – “I was
absolutely committed to doing the work,”
Wagner says – but an OVPR Seed Grant helped
her overcome the unforeseen obstacles that
can arise when advancing an urgent research
agenda. Wagner and her collaborators needed
blood serum from a large number of healthy
individuals, including some who had been
exposed to the virus and already recovered, to
develop the multiplex test.
She turned to the Cornell community.

“Very rapidly, we organized this healthy
volunteer clinic here at the College of
Veterinary Medicine to collect serum,” Wagner
says, “and I was able to use the [OVPR] Seed
Grant to cover some unexpected costs. It really
helped me quickly gather the data we needed
to progress.”
Promising innovations

Working with Gary Whittaker, professor of
virology in the College of Veterinary Medicine
and a section chief in infectious disease
epidemiology in the Master of Public Health
program, Putnam and DeLisa are gunning for a
universal, once-and-for-all, seasonal flu vaccine.
As their flu vaccine progresses toward human
trials, they are working to adapt the new
platform for COVID-19.
The new vaccine platform delivers immunetriggering antigens in packaging made from the
outer membrane of bacteria. In fact, specially
engineered bacteria actually manufacture the
vaccine from their own cells. Certain bacteria
have the peculiar habit of developing tiny
blisters on their outer membranes that bud
and break away, forming what are called outer
membrane vesicles [OMVs]. These OMVs are
not themselves bacteria, but they contain some
fluid and other contents of the bacteria that
made them – including, in this case, proteins
from the SARS-CoV-2 virus that the bacteria
will be engineered to mass produce.
The resulting OMVs are harmless, but their
bacterial membrane puts the human immune
system on alert – provoking a strong response
to the antigens contained within. “To the
immune system, it looks like the virus,”
Putnam says. “But functionally it’s nothing like
the virus. It just has proteins from the virus.”
Putnam speaks of the OVPR Seed Grant with
the energetic, rapid-fire enthusiasm of a varsity
coach.
“I work with this fantastic graduate student,

Cornell University

David A. Putnam, professor of biomedical
engineering, and Matthew P. DeLisa, the
William L. Lewis Professor of chemical and
biomolecular engineering, recently garnered
$17.9 million from the National Institutes of
Health to develop their idea for an ingenious
new vaccine technology.

Mariela Rivera de Jesus, who is engineering
the immune response for the flu vaccine,”
says Putnam. “And I said, ‘Hey, Mariela, do
you want to try this on COVID?’ Mariela says,
‘Yeah, sure, let’s go!’ But we didn’t have the
money. We had the technology. We had talented
students with the expertise we needed, like
Mariela and Stephanie Curley, a postdoc on the
project. But we didn’t have the money to go
for it. Then we won [the OVPR Seed Grant] to
find the reagents, so now we’ve started working
on the vaccine itself.”
The OVPR SARS-CoV-2 Seed Grant program
awarded more than $200,000 to 23 projects this
summer during initial Phase I funding. During
Phase II this fall, awarded projects will be
considered for additional funding that will total
another $200,000 across the program. Decisions
will be based on the project’s scope and the
strength of its Phase I results, with Phase II
distributing larger awards to a smaller number
of projects.

“The OVPR’s mission, along with that of our
funding partners in this endeavor, is at the heart
of this program,” Cohen says. “With the seed
grants, we did exactly what we set out to do –
namely, to bring fantastic scientists to the table
from all corners of the campus to address this
global pandemic.”
A version of this story originally appeared on the
Cornell Research site, research.cornell.edu.

Above: The Cornell
COVID-19 Testing
Laboratory, housed in
the College of Veterinary
Medicine, is a cornerstone
of the university’s eforts to
conduct continual testing of
the campus population.

GIFTS IN ACTION
Cornell Promise helps students through troubling times

Cornell University

By Linda Copman

Human Ecology students
study in the courtyard near
Martha Van Rensselaer Hall.
Due to the pandemic, the University Budget Ofce projects
that up to 3,000 Cornell undergraduates will experience
unanticipated changes in their fnancial situations over the next
few years. These students and their families face challenges
due to lost income or jobs, meaning they have fewer or
no means to meet their previously arranged fnancial aid
obligations to Cornell.

To maintain that commitment and meet the radical increase
in need, this spring Cornell launched the Cornell Promise, a
multi-faceted campaign aimed at bringing immediate fnancial
aid relief to students. Gifts to the Cornell Promise Annual Fund
for Undergraduate Scholarship will be used exclusively for
undergraduate scholarships, to ensure that current students
will be able to complete their Cornell educations.

Since March, the Ofce of Financial Aid and Student
Employment has seen a signifcant increase in fnancial aid
appeals, a trend they anticipate will continue.

“A lead gift of $5 million from Dave Dufeld ’62, MBA ’64, and
the strong support of our Board of Trustees allowed us to
launch the efort in a powerful way,” said Fred Van Sickle, vice
president of Alumni Afairs and Development. “Since May,
we’ve received more than 1,300 gifts totaling $25 million. Our
alumni know better than anyone what a Cornell education
means, and they’ve been incredible about stepping up to
ensure that the education of current students isn’t interrupted
or ended.”

“Cornell’s foundational commitment to be a university where
‘any person can fnd instruction in any study’ is the bedrock of
our identity,” said Cornell President Martha E. Pollack. “Even
with the extraordinary fnancial challenges we are facing as an
institution, our frst responsibility is to our students.”
“No matter what happens in these economically troubled times,
Cornell will sustain its fnancial aid commitment,” said Jonathan
Burdick, vice provost for enrollment. He noted that Cornell
is frmly committed to need-blind admission for domestic
applicants, and to meeting the full fnancial aid need of all
undergraduates.

Gifts are welcome throughout the fall; for more information,
contact Kristen Ford, associate vice president for alumni afairs
and development, at kf76@cornell.edu.

“No matter what happens in these economically
troubled times, Cornell will sustain its fnancial aid
commitment.”

EZR\

– Jonathan Burdick, vice provost for enrollment
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“I met and fell in love with John at age 15,
when I was a senior in high school,” writes
Betty Scheidelman Droz, who sent us a letter over the
summer. “We had 70 blessed years (despite dates at
Cornell) together until his death in 2002. Two of our nine
children have died; two live not far from me, so I see them
often. We are now isolated because of the virus. However,
I swim in an outdoor pool and watch Mass daily on EWTN.
I gave my car away. I’m reading—and trying to understand—
a book on the Trinity that was part of an interrupted course
I was taking at St. William Catholic Church. I’m living in
a great retirement home and I would love to hear from
any of you.”
If you’d like to get in touch with Betty, please contact
me for her contact information—and while you’re at it,
please send me an update about yourself as well! v
Class of 1944, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East
State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
class-notes/.
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As this is my frst time being our class correspondent, let me introduce myself. I am
Frances Shloss, BArch, Class of ’45. For the past few
editions of Cornell Alumni Magazine we have not been
listed, but with your help let’s become the head of the
Class Notes with news of fellow Cornellians!
Five years ago, at our 70th Reunion, we set a record
by having 24 persons representing our class. This past
June we set another record, not by having the most persons for a normal 75th Reunion but by having the most
attendants for a virtual 75th—eight persons in all, thanks
to Zoom! Some may question the legitimacy of this claim,
but until another virtual 75th comes along, so let it be!
We started out on Friday night, June 5, celebrating our
75th Reunion virtual happy hour, meeting and toasting
one another on-screen. It felt more personal than it might
have been had we met on campus! On Saturday we had
a special segment on Cornelliana Night. We were given a
topic, in advance, to tell the following: “If I could come
back to the campus today, what building or event would
I like to come back to?” The replies ranged from the realistic to the ridiculous, mine being the latter. My reply was:
“The rain gutters around the fourth foors of White Hall.”
Let me explain. The College of Architecture was located
in White Hall and we often had to work ’round the clock,
staying up all night in order to fnish a project due in the
morning. As women at that time, we had a 9 p.m. curfew
freshman year (later each year ’til midnight), so we solved
that problem by not signing out of our dorms, thereby we
were assumed in and never missed. The campus patrol
made the rounds at all the buildings each night, and
when we heard them coming, we girls would climb out
the fourth-foor window, hide out on the wide rain gutter,
watch the guard, and then crawl back inside when we saw
them leaving.
We worked through the night, stopping only for a
rousing game of “push penny,” the architects’ favored
indoor sport. This was played on a very long, large tabletop with a line drawn across the table at each end. Pennies were lined up behind the line and the game was
played by shoving your pennies toward the opposite

end, knocking the other teams’ pennies out over the line
while keeping yours still on the table. It was sort of like a
shuffeboard game as played on a cruise ship! Although
it wasn’t exactly athletic, it did take, particularly at 4
a.m. in the morning, a great deal of skill to judge the
speed and direction of the sliding pennies!
So, for those of you who did or did not come to the
virtual Reunion, please write to me and share with others
where your favorite spot would be, should you come
back to the campus today!
Although I did miss visiting the campus this year, the
happiest event I had in 2019 was attending the dedication of the Mui Ho Fine Arts Library in Rand Hall. After
fying to Baltimore, I was met by my nephew and his wife,
then drove with them to Ithaca. For two days we were
treated like royalty, touring the campus and attending
dedication events. The interior of Rand Hall had been
completely gutted but now held over 100,000 books,
uniquely situated on racks suspended from the ceiling.
I was thrilled to meet and visit with Mui Ho ’62, BArch
’66, principal donor of the project, as well as J. Meejin
Yoon ’95, present dean of AAP. The culmination of this
event was an elegant dinner, followed by his singing the
Alma Mater. I shed a few tears as Kent Kleinman, former
AAP dean, joined in. Dean Kleinman was involved with
the design of the book racks, as well as encouraging me
to get involved with the project over the past few years.
Whenever I attend the Beverly Hills City Council meeting and have a comment to make, good or bad, I always
bring homemade cookies. So, classmates, what seems
trivial to you will be a treat to share with others. Just remember, “No cookies—no column!” Suggested subject: “What
did you do between Pearl Harbor and your graduation?”
v Frances Shloss, 124-A South Maple Dr., Beverly Hills,
CA 90212; tel., (310) 276-3345; e-mail, fmshloss@
roadrunner.com.
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Perhaps we are all saying “Happy Holidays”
these days with a double meaning. We are
all no doubt ready and eager for this year to be over and
hoping for a vaccine and new routine in our lives. I have
been calling several classmates and checking to see
that they are safe.
Joan Waite Martens has home delivery for her food
and necessities now. She began her short walks when
the weather cooled down. We plan on checking with each
other monthly. Dottie Van Vleet Hicks plans to get rid
of her car soon but still carefully shops and cooks for
herself. She admits that her energy level is slowing down.
Nancy Hall Rosenberg, MEd ’49, is currently in the health
center of her retirement home, called the Hermitage in
Virginia. She is working hard to improve her strength and
breathing. They are not supposed to leave their rooms.
Ellen Vidal Hollmeyer is just fne in her retirement
home. She loves sitting on her patio watching the deer
come into her yard, birds singing and visiting the feeders,
and the smell of nature. She exercises three times a
week and still shopped until two weeks before we talked,
when she gave her car to her daughter. She makes gift
cards out of photographs for a hobby. Irma Lesser
Friedman manages well in Manhattan living relatively
near Joan Waite Martens. Irma has a helper three times

a week. She is planning on coming to Reunion with her
daughter—great news!
Begin to think seriously about our 75th Reunion now.
We are planning for a great one! v Dorothy Taylor
Prey, 1 Baldwin Ave., #501, San Mateo, CA, 94401; tel.,
(650) 342-1196; e-mail, dmprey@aol.com. Class website, www.classof46.alumni.cornell.edu.
June of 2020 was Cornell’s frst virtual Reunion. Erin
Kennedy, our class and Reunion connection at Cornell’s
Offce of Alumni Affairs, invited me to audit the Zoom
cocktail parties, campus tours, and speakers for both
the classes of ’45 and ’50. Each had excellent content
and the participants enjoyed the camaraderie to the max.
However, ’45 did not break ’41’s record of ten returnees
for a 75th Reunion. That leaves the feld wide open for us
to surpass that record, by drawing 11 or more classmates
to next June’s Reunion bash, whether it’s traditional,
virtual, or a blend of both.
The presenters, third-generation Cornellians, at ’45’s
virtual Reunion were the Earle brothers, Evan ’02, MS ’14,
Cornell’s archivist, and Corey ’07, who has lectured on
Cornell history for nearly ten years.The brothers’roles are
complementary. The archivist preserves, acquires, and
digitizes the stuff (material). The historian uses the stuff
to make his lectures come alive. Corey led us on a virtual
campus tour featuring the underground archives and
libraries, containing over 30 miles of shelving for storage.
Evan showed us cameos of the preservation process and
famous objects dating back to the origins of recorded
history. Descriptions won’t ft here but will be featured in
Class Notes in the next issue.
Steve Marder (Tucson, AZ) offered to serve on our
Reunioncommittee if therewere enough living classmates
with enough mobility to make such efforts promising. He
requested the statistics below. Alumni records show up
to 562 living members and 227 with valid mailing addresses on fle. Most of the 227 are alive and Reunion
candidates. Of the 329 others, we’d guess 20 to 30 might
show marginal interest. Presently, six classmates plan
to attend. If fve percent of the above 227 are on the Hill
in June, we’d fnd about 16 classmates in attendance,
a success story for Steve, the committee, and our class.
Some classmates say that, at age 96, they are wary
of traveling to Ithaca. But many of us feel returning for
our 75th at 96 is a goal that keeps us alive. My son and
daughter, non-Cornellians, look forward to joining me on
the pilgrimage from San Francisco. For those unable to
make the trip, we will be exploring a virtual trip via Zoom.
Happy Holidays plus our annual reminder: If you have
scrapbooks, diaries, letters, photographs, or mementos
from the 1940s at Cornell, send them to the same Evan
Earle who spoke to the Class of ’45. He is Director and
University Archivist: Carl A. Kroch Library, Ithaca, NY
14853-5302; telephone, (607) 255-3530; fax, (607)
255-9524; e-mail, efe4@cornell.edu. Scrapbooks from
our days in the 1940s at Cornell are highly desired for
Cornell’s archives. Send them in before your survivors
toss them out. The university might very well cherish
and display them. It’s ecological to direct them to the
university now. Evan advises they have lots of material
from the early days but very little from the 1940s.
NOVEMBER
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Stay tuned to this column for Reunion news. Remember
our mantra: “Stay alert and alive and thrive for 75; make
history on the Hill in 2021.” Papa Paul cautions, “Exercise
moderately and, above all, AVOID FALLS.” See you on the
Hill in June of 2021. Send news to: v Paul Levine, 3273
Streamside Cir., #S-202, Pleasanton, CA 94588; tel.,
(925) 201-7575; e-mail, pblevine93@gmail.com. Class
website, www.classof46.alumni.cornell.edu.
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Happy Holidays! How are you planning to spend
the winter months? Drop us a line to share an
update with your classmates, or send a copy of your
holiday letter to: v Class of 1947, c/o Cornell Alumni
Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY
14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu. Online news form,
http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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Like most of us, Roberta Caverno Roberts
fnds herself mostly in “lockdown” from the
pandemic and limited to reading. She’d rather be “offcampus” walking, swimming, and doing similar activities
at her community center. Her children are on the West
Coast, far from her Pennsylvania location, but she is happy to at least see her two great-grandchildren on Zoom
while she awaits the arrival of the third. Looking back,
Roberta feels very lucky to have attended Cornell, it being
a wonderful experience and exposure to an incredible
mix of people. And having Cornell on your resume was
a great bonus!
From Connecticut, Herb Podel admonishes us all
to stay well so we can have a big turnout to our 2023
Reunion, particularly after watching the 2020 Reunion
by Zoom. His town recognized him for his volunteerism,
including serving as president of his co-op for 12 years
and his leadership in cultural salon meetings for 20 years.
Fortunately, his children live nearby and keep him and
his companion of 30 years well stocked with groceries
during COVID-19. He closes with this message: “Kudos
to Martha Clark Mapes, MS ’49, for keeping our class
organized and best to Jean Genung Pearson as well.”
Peter Lovisa provides us with upbeat humor in his submission. How does he stay busy? “Watching the market
and spending time with my girlfriend, my grandchildren,
and my children.” Anything he wishes he could be doing?
“Starting grammar school.” What brings you the most
satisfaction these days? “Feeling pain when I wake up.
I’m alive!” Thank you, Peter!
Thomas Dolan is close to fnishing memorabilia that
he has been working on since losing his wife in 2016
after a long illness. He remains well occupied with visits
and conversation with a wide range of family—children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and stepchildren—
and says he is lucky to have many of them living close
by. His children and stepchildren are retired or nearretired from productive careers in the US and Ireland.
In the community, he is an emeritus member of the
advisory board of the Philadelphia Zoo, the Wissahickon
Valley Watershed Assn., and several medical associations.
He has a special memory from reading Time magazine
from February 26, 2018 and fnding a small piece about
a mayfy collected by him in the Savannah River in the
early ’50s, which was named after him: the Dolania. He
will get fresh recognition of this at the annual Philadelphia
Zoo gala this October. Looking way back to WWII days,
he was in the American Field Service driving an ambulance
for the British in India and Burma. Returning to college
after the war, he did not go back to Williams but came
to Cornell and recalls classes with women, instead of
only men at Williams. The broadened discussions and
68

viewpoints struck him as very valuable, as did several
of his Cornell professors: Dwight Webster (Limnology),
Arthur Allen (Ornithology), and William Hamilton.
Now to an enjoyable exchange I had with Jerry Frost,
who told me that a good start to his morning is when
he wakes up and fnds he is still there. He ambulates
without sticks or wheels but does have a brace on one
ankle to compensate for an old tennis injury. He read the
recent Cornell Alumni Magazine with Bob McKinless’s
report of “riding 41 miles on my recumbent bicycle” and
“90 miles in New Hampshire” and having a “heart valve
replaced” and was immediately depressed. That is, until
he got back to a memory of his early years in V-12 at
Cornell. “Heading back home after a lab session at
Lincoln Hall, I passed two young boys at the top of the
Libe Slope. ‘Hey, sailor, do you want to ride on our sled?’
Sure, why not? I plopped down on the sled and they gave
me a push. Then, unexpectedly, one of them jumped
on my back and we were off. We hit a small path running
crosswise to the slope and went airborne. When we
landed the kid smashed my face into the steel framework of the Flexible Flyer. When we skidded to a stop, the
kid said, ‘Gee, mister, you broke a tooth. I’ll go looking
for it!’ ” Not to be outdone, your correspondent is reminded of climbing the Slope one cold winter morning
in 1942, slipping and falling when I got near the top,
losing my books and watching them slide all the way
back down to the bottom on the crust. Obviously, my
mood was not pleasant as I went back down the hill and
then back up again.
Joyce VanDenburgh Doty, MFA ’50, reports from
Sarasota, FL, of a life now primarily of reading books and
the newspaper and being an avid e-mailer. She’s not into
“texting,” though (nor am I). Her husband, Michael, DVM
’52, is deceased. She describes an active family, with her
daughter and husband fying to Cape Town, South Africa,
this May to play golf! Her other daughter, now retired, has
returned to college to study art! Her grandson and his
wife recently acquired a NYC apartment complete with
patio and garden. In identifying the greatest satisfaction
in her present life, Joyce cites her latest grandchild, her
oldest great-grandchild, and three great-great-grandchildren. She fnishes off with congratulations to Cornell’s
new publications, noting they are very well done and
informative. Send your news to: v Ray Tuttle, 65 Oyster
Reef Dr., Hilton Head Island, SC 29926; e-mail, RayTutt@
aol.com. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
class-notes/.
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Our class is surviving the current “plague” crisis
with our customary aplomb! I understand from
class president Jack Gilbert, living at the retirement community Kendal at Ithaca, that several of our class members, including Jack Rupert, JD ’51, are enjoying a busy
schedule there. Our class president tells us that he “hasn’t
caught up with them yet. It is a big place.” He adds that
“getting around is a bit of a problem,” but he has “a lady
friend two doors up” who saves the Ithaca Journal and
the New York Times for him. An interesting question arose
when some residents questioned whether it was safe to
allow the New York Times to be delivered to the building.
Apparently, it was safe since there have not been any
cases of the virus there! Looking back at the ’49 yearbook, Jack is enquiring why the photo and accompanying
paragraph of our late president, Dick Keegan, appeared
as the very last male class member listed in the yearbook,
rather than in a more notable position, considering his
offce in the class. Jack will tell us the result of his investigation in a subsequent column!

Barbara Way Hunter is living with her daughter and
son-in-law in Walpole, NH. “I’m pretty much staying at
home to avoid possible contagion. I watch a lot of news
and read a lot.” However, from March to June, Barbara
and her family had a “full house.” They were sharing their
large home with students from Bard College who were
continuing their studies on the computer. One student
even fnished his dissertation that way. A friend from New
York asked to stay with them and went into quarantine
for two weeks to do so. “There were nine people for three
months,” Barbara tells us. “It was a wonderful experience.”
Barbara and her husband bought the house together
with her daughter several years ago and subsequently
turned it over to her daughter. The house, built in 1812,
has a lot of history. “It has been fun living here.” Barbara
adds, “I feel I’ve been very fortunate to be here. There has
been one case [of the virus]. It has been pretty safe, and
it is beautiful!”
It is great to hear from you, classmates! Please send
us your news! v Dorothy Mulhoffer Solow, 50 Grant
Street, Wellsboro, PA 16901; e-mail, winspeck@yahoo.
com; tel., (315) 717-6003.
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As you know, our 70th Reunion was canceled
along with all other on-campus Reunions and
events. A virtual online Reunion was held on June 6 and
was “attended” by 22 classmates. Marjorie Leigh Hart
and Ruth Downey Crone both reported that the Chimes
concert, the campus tour, and the class happy hours were
well done. They both enjoyed seeing classmates not seen
in years.
Marjorie and Jack Rose, MD ’54, our Cornell Fund
representatives, are to be congratulated on this year’s
fundraising, which brought in $4,897,727 from 104
donors, 20 of whom were Tower Club members and 11
who were Cornell Giving Partners. Because of our ages,
a75th Reunion is iffy, so our offcers asked Ithaca Reunion
planners to consider hosting us for a 71st Reunion along
with the Class of ’51. That, too, is iffy because of the need
to host, house, and entertain the regular fve-year Reunion classes. President Jim Brandt and Reunion chair
Ben Williams shall continue work on the possibility of
a 71st Reunion in June 2021.
Barbara Britton Sedwick (Knightdale, NC) stays active managing rental properties, dealing in antiques and
collectibles, and managing her horse farm near Raleigh.
In spite of failing eyesight, she enjoys entertaining and
social times with friends. Barbara started college at the
U. of Virginia but was elated to transfer to Cornell, which
she describes as the happiest time in her life. After
Cornell, she went on scholarship to Vassar for an MS in
ecology. A Fulbright Fellowship followed to teach biology
at the U. of the Philippines. She later taught math and
science at the Bishop School in La Jolla, CA. Barbara
currently wishes that “with my little family I could be
touring Yellowstone and spotting whales in Maine and
Mexico.” Favorite dining experience at Cornell? “That excellent restaurant on one of the Finger Lakes that served
Lobster Newberg.”
Several years ago, Don Read, MBA ’53 (Marco Island,
FL) and wife Ginny founded a charitable foundation through
the Sibley School to combat global warming. Also, with
several retired Navy offcers Don formed a modern-day
social club called IRIS, patterned after the Lunar Society
of Manchester, England. IRIS created a business plan for
a museum for which Ginny is president, Don is vice president, and son Frederick ’79 is the third director. George
Adams (Jamesville, NY) and wife Bev contracted the
coronavirus and spent the month of April amazingly and
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thankfully recovering. William Atkinson (Cambridge,
MA), while in assisted living, is writing a diary in WordPress
of what we seniors are going through with the pandemic.
Sonia Pressman Fuentes (Sarasota, FL) reluctantly
moved from her former condo to a nearby Jewish senior
residence but now admits that she is happy in her thirdfoor apartment with its two bedrooms and offce overlooking a gorgeous treetop view. And now she enjoys
kosher dinners brought nightly to her door and her computer, which enables her writing and keeps her in touch
with friends and relatives. As one of the few remaining
founders of NOW (National Organization for Women), she
is frequently interviewed about her role in the second wave
of the women’s movement. She was recently interviewed
by writer Nell McShane Wulfhart for a book she is writing
on the stewardess cases; Sonia drafted the lead opinion
for the US Equal Employment Opportunity Commission,
fnding that US airlines violated Title VII of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 with their policies of grounding stewardesses upon marriage or upon turning age 32 or 35. She
was also interviewed by Clara Bingham, flmmaker and
author of F is for Feminism: An American History.
Polly Armstrong Sherk (Palm Beach Gardens, FL)
had to be in quarantine but avoided the virus. However,
she looked on the positive side and noted that it gave
her time for refection. Like many others she felt sad
about missing our 70th Reunion. She also mentioned the
passing of class co-president Nancy Hubbard Brandt,
who had given so much to our Class of the Century. Like
Polly, Naomi Cohen Franklin (Salt Lake City, UT) has
refected on her “marvelous life and long career in scientifc research in molecular genetics, thanks to Cornell and
Hunter High School in New York City.” For over 35 years
she served on the research faculty of the U. of Utah.
Two stories. From Jim Brandt: “At the New York dinner
in April 2019, Dick Savitt, Nels Schaenen, MBA ’51,and
I were talking about our military service late in WWII. In
summer 1945, all three of us were in boot camp in the
Great Lakes Training Center, near Chicago. For our service,
Dick and I received two ribbons representing the Victory
Medal and the American Campaign Medal. With a wide
smile, Nels jokingly reported that he had received a third
medal for foreign service—the train from New York to the
Chicago training base had gone through Canada!” From
Mary Holcomb Haberman: “At a past Reunion, Sam
Johnson and I came out of the dormitory at the same
time. There was no one around because all others had
gone on time to Willard Straight for the class photo. We
two dashed off but arrived too late for the photo. The
photographer noted our distress and said, ‘Don’t despair,
I’ll take a photo of you two and paste it in!’ And he did!”
v Paul Joslin, 13731 Hickman Rd., #4207, Urbandale,
IA 50323; e-mail, phjoslin@aol.com.
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We always want to hear how you’re doing—
especially in the midst of this pandemic.
Please take a moment to send your news by e-mail or
snail mail to: v Brad Bond, 101 Hillside Way, Marietta,
OH 45750; tel., (740) 374-6715; e-mail, bbond101@
suddenlink.net. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.
edu/class-notes/.
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I’m writing this column in August and the pandemic is still with us. I hope that by the time
you read this in November there will be at least the
prospect of a serious national effort to beat this thing.
First up is an excerpt from a letter Rik Clark (Osterville, MA) sent to Terry, JD ’56, and Dori Crozier Warren
thanking them for the work they’ve done for our class,

looking forward to the 2022 Reunion, and hoping for
the best in terms of classmate health. Rik had just been
to a 75th reunion of his prep school. Of the class of 27,
only six were left. On a cheerier note, he and wife Sandy
were in relatively good health. They had sold the house
they had lived in for 35 years and were in the process

50-minute past-the-hour time-keeping by the clock
tower, two-prong electric outlets, automobile chokes,
carbon paper, clutch pedals, correction fuid, dial telephones, elevator operators, Horn & Hardart automats,
penny loafers, punched cards, seaside sparrow, silver
coins, telegrams, telephone operators, tire chains, trains

‘A mayfy collected by Tomas Dolan in
the Savannah River in the early ’50s
was named after him: the Dolania.’
R AY T U T T L E ’4 8

of moving into a condo nearer to the Village of Osterville.
At the time of writing, they were driving to Connecticut
to deliver a family portrait to the Mystic Seaport Museum,
a portrait the museum wanted that would not ft in their
new home. It was their frst out-of-state car trip in several months.
Joan Aten Beach (Lantana, FL) wrote in early August
as she was looking forward to the arrival of Hurricane
Isaias in the midst of Florida’s high COVID-19 count. I
called her the next day to see if she had been blown
away. No, she had instead played nine holes of golf. Joan’s
e-mail was to tell me that Sue Spiers McLean’s obituary
was in that day’s paper. The obituary said that Sue had
been president of her freshman class at Cornell. I suspect
it was the women’s class. Sue was very pretty with a great
smile. I’ve always thought of her as a freshman beauty
queen. Joan also mentioned that her friend Phebe Vandervort Goldstein had died. That was a sad surprise.
Phebe, Sid, MD ’56’s wife, had been a very active member of our class and her community. She recruited me for
this job, and I do believe she might have been the Class
of ’52’s frst class correspondent. So many losses—and
so much you can learn about people you haven’t seen
in a while from Googling names and reading obituaries.
I have just chatted with Cappy Heyl Innes (Dallas,
PA). I was trying to track down Bibi Antrim Hartshorn,
class archivist/historian, to learn where I could send
the women’s class newsletters of ’55 and ’67 that I had
received from John Brennan, DVM ’52, and written
about in the last column. Bibi, as it turns out, was fne but
just not home. She had been in Virginia for two months,
trapped by the pandemic. As Cappy and I talked, we
agreed that the notes would be a good item to have on
hand for our 75th Reunion. The newsletters now have
gone to Cappy to stop at our 75th Reunion on their way
to the archives. Cappy, our 75th Reunion co-chair, did
mention that that Reunion would be held June 9-12, 2022.
I do hear from a few people, but not many of you—
perhaps because no news forms were mailed to you this
year. I suspect the pandemic may have had something
to do with that. I have made inquiries as to whether the
mailed forms might return and learned that they may be
back in January. I have three deadlines before that and
am lacking material for this column. My e-mail address
is at the end of this column. Please send news, notes,
whatever. Be in touch! Right now, I do have a reason for
you to write even if you don’t feel you have anything to
say. Stephen Tauber has written with a challenge, as
follows: “Recent musing has had me thinking about the
many things that have disappeared since we were at
Cornell. The following list came to mind: 15-, 30-, and

to Ithaca, trans-Atlantic liners, and typewriters. Undoubtedly our classmates can add to the list.”
I come up with only biscuit tortoni, freshman beanies,
and elms. I seem to remember the beanies and the elms
very well. What can you add? Stephen closed his note
with “Keep well.” Please do that. v Joan Boffa Gaul,
joangaul@mac.com. Class website, classof52alumni.
cornell.edu.
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It was a pleasure hearing in some depth about
one of our classmates: Bill Ash, PhD ’60
(w.j.ash@suddenlink.net), who lives in Trent Woods, NC.
Bill was married to Gertrude “Trudy” (Kehm) for 48 years
until her passing, and he now lives with two of their fve
children. In his undergraduate years, Bill was elected to
Ho-Nun-De-Kah, Scabbard & Blade, Beta-Beta-Beta, and
Sigma Xi honoraries. Like many of us, he served in the
US Army after graduation, with assignments ranging from
war-dog training offcer in Germany to quartermaster research and engineering command. He returned to Cornell
for grad school, studying genetics, endocrinology, and
pathology. On the way to earning a PhD, he held research
and teaching appointments at Cornell, West Virginia, St.
Lawrence, and Kuwait universities. International work
fgured prominently in Bill’s academic career: as a guest
scientist in East Germany and the Netherlands and an
administrator for US NSF projects in India, Pakistan, and
Riyadh. Bill’s concluding academic years were as a professor at SUNY Stony Brook, where he remains a professor
emeritus. An avid sailor, he has served in Sail & Power
Squadrons in New York and North Carolina and on the
national board of governors. He shared his bucket list:
“I’ve tried sailplanes and still want to try skydiving and
piloting a plane.”
Dick Hayes (richard.hayes32@gmail.com) and wife
Jane are very active on Whidbey Island, north of Seattle.
“I keep busy with news, politics, and economics, as well
as physical training and walking, but no swimming, as the
pools are closed due to the pandemic,” he reports. “We
stay safe avoiding crowds, and Jane makes face masks
as part of a community effort. One daughter and family
live nearby and our sons live in Austin and Atlanta.” Claire
Nagel (shoredr101@comcast.net), who resides in Cape
May, NJ, published her frst book last year. “It was written
with my daughter and it’s a reverse adaptation of the
original screenplay Unaccompanied Minor,” she writes.
“Earlier this year, I had a total hip replacement and am
returning to normal activities.” Congratulations, Claire!
Congratulations to Bob Neff, JD ’56 (princetoneff@
aol.com) whose second novel, After All, has won two
“Indie Awards” (Independent Publishers Awards): one for
NOVEMBER
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best historical novel and another for best second novel.
Bob is now working on “Final Reckoning,” the last of the
trilogy. Earlier this year, he and Julie spent several months
enjoying an island-hopping adventure in the Pacifc,
which he summarized: “Starting in Los Angeles, we sailed
west to Polynesia, then south through eight island nations
including Tahiti, Bora Bora, Tonga, the Cook Islands, and
Bay of Islands, north of New Zealand. We visited Auckland, Wellington, and Christchurch, where in 1957 my
USAF Wing was stationed in support of Operation Deep
Freeze in Antarctica. Tasmania was perhaps my favorite
visit of our cruise. Hobart, a gem of a city, is a throwback
to an imagined 1920s middle America. When we reached
our destination ports of Melbourne and Sydney, both
thriving and impressive cities, we became aware of the
growing warnings of COVID-19 and decided it was time
to head for home. We are now enjoying our little island
in the middle of Lake Michigan. Each morning I look out
and marvel at the beauty I’m privileged to enjoy in my
90th year!”
E. “Mac” MacBurney Storm, JD ’60, and Barbara
recently moved to Gresham, OR, where they live an active
life. “We’re enthusiastic skiers and are on the slopes whenever possible,” Mac reports. “Fortunately, we’re in good
health and are staying home as required by the pandemic, which provides more time for the computer, reading, long walks, gardening, and stock-checking.” We asked
Jack Brophy (johnbrophy@aol.com) to share his experience of a memoir workshop at Mead Park in New
Canaan, CT. “The only thing missing at our memoir workshop was a campfre and marshmallows,” recalls Jack,
“as six of us gathered in a circle of plastic chairs set six
feet apart. A battery-powered P.A. system helped us hear
the scary, heartwarming, and embarrassing stories in a
real live campground setting. Children passing by wanted
to stop and listen as they were nudged along by their
smiling, waving parents.”
John Nixon (nixn1@hotmail.com) has agreed to be
one of our class correspondents, replacing his friend Jack
Brophy. When asked, John said he would do anything to
help us—most appreciated! Through the years, John and
his late wife, Lea (Paxton), have done excellent work as
class fundraisers for Cornell and our class. In recognition,
they were awarded the Frank H.T. Rhodes Exemplary
Alumni Service Award in 1999 and were named “Foremost
Benefactors to Cornell” at our 60th Reunion in 2013. Their
names are permanently etched in the terrace wall of Uris
Library. As an undergraduate in the College of Arts &
Sciences, John played varsity lacrosse, was a member of
the men’s Glee Club and Cayuga’s Waiters (which he continued as an alumnus), was president of Phi Kappa Psi,
and was a member of Quill & Dagger. Following graduation, he served in the US Navy, then spent most of his
career with what is now Deloitte Consulting Group in
New York, Miami, San Francisco, and Tokyo. He and Lea
were married for 60 years and have two children and two
grandchildren. He lives in Atlanta, GA. Welcome, John!
Send news to: v Jack Allen, jwallen@msu.edu; John
Nixon, nixn1@hotmail.com; or Caroline Mulford Owens,
53news.cornell@gmail.com.
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Ruth “Kiki” Bader Ginsburg—our superstar!
Our tribute in the next column.
Having long heard about the pandemic of 1918, we
never expected to have one of our own. All of us are
touched by it. Of course, we hope you and yours are safe.
One classmate has stayed in one place a long time—
in fact since birth: Calvin “Pete” Nesbitt (phpete33@
gmail.com). He still lives in the house where he was born!
70

Not many of us can make that claim. His wife, Dana, died
after 52 years of marriage. Pete has married Lois Miller,
a “young lady” he’s known for 56 years. He has wintered
in Pawleys Island, SC, for 12 years, and he’s volunteered
with Habitat for Humanity: “I like to pound nails.” He was
infuenced by the Westminster Fellowship, “an important
part of my Cornell experience,” and by Dr. Bob Smock
(Pomology), who “revolutionized the apple industry with
the development of controlled atmosphere storage.”
Another classmate moves between two houses on
Cape Cod: a summer place near the beach and a condo
18 miles away. Like Pete, Warren “Breck” Breckenridge
(rwbreck@aol.com) “loves banging nails” with Habitat.
Breck likes to cook, sail, and bike ride. He volunteers in
the transport department at the hospital. He has served
as our class fundraising chair for many years. He also has
been active in the local Cornell Club, serving as treasurer
for a while. Since his wife’s death, Breck has traveled
extensively (some plans of course are now on hold). At
least he can continue to study about the Roman Empire,
the Persian Empire, the Ottoman Empire, Spain, and the
early Middle Ages. He has four children, fve stepchildren,
and even four great-great-grandchildren! Five generations
recently gathered under one roof.
Elizabeth “Betty” Barker Hotchkiss (bhotchkiss54@
gmail.com) has put on her bucket list a trip to Svalbard
in Norway in the Arctic. Let her know if you’d like to meet
her there. An item on another bucket list is to “fy with my
granddaughter, a licensed pilot.” That’s from proud grandpa Bruce Hartwigsen (bruceghartwigsen@gmail.com).
His niche as an architect was designing hospitals. He
created the frst single-bed hospital in the Northeast US.
He designed ten new hospitals in the Southeast, some
with the unique feature of only one entrance. Bruce has
three children. He and his wife, Jan, live in Winter Park,
FL, where he enjoys bass fshing.
Alice Green Fried (alicefried@gmail.com) and her
husband, Robert, LLB ’54, moved to Florida full time
after more than 20 years as snowbirds. Alice worked
30 years as a reading specialist. She devoted over 50
years to the local West Orange Scholarship Fund and
also the Foundation for Diabetes Research. Alice still
enjoys golf and plays duplicate bridge online: she’s a
silver life master. On May 8, Sam Alessi wrote, “My son,
my wife, and I are hunkered down in South Florida. We
plan to return to NYS in a rented motor home next week.”
When I called in mid-July for more information, his wife,
Gretchen, told me Sam died on July 4. A lawyer, he served
as a city court judge in Jamestown for 20 years. With his
frst wife he had a son and a daughter. After her death he
married Gretchen; they enjoyed 27 happy years together.
Lou Schaefer Dailey (lsdailey99@gmail.com), formerly our class correspondent, has given us a few facts
and memories from the 1950s: Freshman Camp; big
squishy worms on the Dickson/Balch sidewalk when it
rained; the ILR school housed in Quonset huts called
“the cardboard Kremlin”; in 1950, the ratio of men to
women was fve to one because of the many GIs returning on the GI Bill; when Anabel Taylor Hall was under
construction, there was a cartoon in the Widow captioned, “At last we have a place to pray for dorms”; men
scrambled to fnd a place to live, largely off-campus;
women were required to live on campus; and we (only
women, of course!) had “hours,” considered more lenient
than those elsewhere. If these remind you of others,
please share them with us.
Do send us your memories and word about your life
experiences, including those relating to the pandemic.
Your classmates enjoy the news, even if they don’t know

you. Maybe, just maybe, your name will trigger a response
from a long-lost friend. We’ve heard that can happen.
Visit our class website (classof54.alumni.cornell.edu).
Send news online (http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/
class-notes) or to us: v Ruth Carpenter Bailey, rcbhtb
@gmail.com; or Bill Waters, billwaters@optonline.net.
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We are still striving to deal with the loss of
Michael Avery, our former class president,
who played such a vital role in our class. Like all of us,
Mike had been looking forward to Reunion. He was loved
and admired by all who knew him, and we send our heartfelt condolences to Catherine. Bill Doerler says, “In his
honor, for the many contributions to our class and Cornell,
and as your new president, I have added his name to the
class scholarship. It is now known as the Michael J. Avery
Class of 1955 Scholarship.”
Members of the Class of 1955 have responded to
health needs on campus with timely generosity. In 2015,
the class and Peter Schluter gave a $100,000 gift to
name a room in the new Cornell Health facility. In July
2020, our class continued supporting this project, donating $25,000 from our class treasury to support upgrades to the electronic health records system at Cornell
Health. This will bolster the unit’s pandemic response
by enabling contactless self-check-in for telehealth and
in-person appointments, coordinated management of
COVID-19 testing clinics on campus, and effcient monitoring of students who are in isolation or quarantine.
Sharon McMullen, assistant vice president of Student
and Campus Life for Health and Wellbeing, expressed
appreciation for our classmates’ generosity. “Gifts like
this allow Cornell Health to cultivate the staffng, physical
spaces, and systems necessary to stay on the cutting
edge of college health.”
Barbara Balsam Brown answered the question,
“How has your life changed recently?” “Len passed away
in 2007, changing my life from being a devoted, adventurous partner to being a single retiree.” It’s a very diffcult
transition, as so many of us know. We send you our sympathy, Barbara. She adds, “I took courses in computers
in the ’70s and retired as a systems engineer.” She then
volunteered at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and
maintained her temple’s website. “I am now sheltering in
place, waiting for the resolution of the pandemic.” Donna
Jean Avery Darling, MS ’61, says she’s “staying as sane
as possible in the wake of this mass epidemic” and is
thankful she can do all the tai chi she wants, right in the
privacy of her own home. “This experience has shown me
the reason for having an up-to-date cell phone. I can
barely take part in Zoom meetings with this ancient
computer on my desk!”
Carol Rittershausen Byron is in her vacation house
and catching up on books. “Two that I would highly recommend, which are authored by our ’55 classmates, are: A
Lincoln Treasure Trove by Fred Antil and The General and
His Daughter by Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy. Condolences
to George Shear, whose wife, Diana, passed away last
December, after nearly 70 years of marriage. Bringing him
the most satisfaction these days is “my family, a good
meal, and sunrise each day.”
Bob Leader, who lives in Cocoa Beach, FL, is busy with
“legal work, travel, and keeping up the yard and house.”
And flling the role of proud paterfamilias of 17 grandchildren and three great-grands. He’d like to be traveling
more. Here’s what Bob enjoys: “Waking up and doing some
physical work successfully.” His favorite dining experience
in Ithaca? The Cochon Rouge restaurant. Doris Wunsch
Neilson is keeping busy for sure. She returned from a
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Caribbean cruise earlier this year, which took her to three
new countries. She explains, “I have visited 183 countries
out of the 196 listed on the Int’l Travel News list.” Quite
a record!
Memories from Dick Bump, a member of the Glee
Club and one of the Cayuga’s Waiters: “Tom Tracy was
director of the Glee Club. He was tough and very fatherly.
He asked me to take voice lessons for $5 a lesson. Mom
slipped me the money and told me not to tell Dad. That
summer I sang my songs with a church organist who
played very loud. When I got back sophomore year, I
nearly knocked Tom over; he was amazed. From then on,
I sang ‘Cornell’ at every men’s Glee Club concert, including the spring 1955 tour to Mexico City, New York City,
Houston, Denver, Chicago, and Cleveland, traveling in a
two-engine prop plane.” Dick also rowed crew, which he
said was “the oldest and hardest sport at Cornell.” The
Johnson-O’Connor test showed he had 100 percent aptitude in rhythm, “which helped me in my music—and in
crew!” v Nancy Savage Petrie, 19 York Ledge Drive,
Cumberland Foreside, ME 04110; e-mail, nancysavage
petrie@yahoo.com.
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Pat Brodie is living in an independent community in Lexington, MA. She reports that
during the pandemic she and her foursome are playing
bridge via their computers. Carole Rapp Thompson (NYC)
and her foursome are doing the same.
Cornell reports that the Statler will be reserved for
us if we do have a Reunion on campus in 2021. Joe
Henninger, MBA ’58, has ordered our class datebooks
for 2021.
I am sorry to report the passing of our classmate J.
Lynn Englander Safran of Livingston, NJ, this past May.
Lynn lived in Cedar Crest Retirement Community in Pompton Plains for the past seven years. She is survived by her
husband, Peter, and their children and grandchildren.
Lynn spent her professional life in the feld of education.
She will be missed by all who knew her.
Keep your good news coming for all to share. v
Phyllis Bosworth, phylboz@aol.com.
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Ruby Tomberg Senie, BS Nurs ’75, sends
along news of her social distancing life in NYC,
remembering her graduation from the two-year nursing
program at the med school program about 20 years after
fipping the undergraduate tassel in Ithaca. She continues
to be saddened that the program was discontinued in
the 1990s due to lack of federal funding.
I have previously reported Emita Brady Hill’s book,
Northern Harvest: Twenty Michigan Women in Food and
Farming (Wayne State University Press). She is also
hunkering down in NYC, for some reason missing the fun
of subways and the crowded streets of Manhattan. Mabel
Klisch Deal is also staying close to home, taking advantage of the time to clean out closets and sort many
possessions. Her grandson is a 2020 graduate of William
& Mary and a Fulbright scholar, currently working in the
Federal Reserve System in D.C. Mabel remembers Joe’s
on Buffalo Street as a favorite hangout. Barbara Baltzel
Burton endures nicely by involving herself in volunteer
work: church, Meals on Wheels, and caregiving. She, as
many/most of us are doing, is helping to keep the medical community solvent.
Harriett and I experienced the hospitality of Ann and
Pete Blauvelt in Rochester, NY, before Kentucky went
on Gov. Cuomo’s blacklist. They spend winters in a retirement community and summers in their delightful home
on Lake Ontario. Ron Demer ’59 sends along news on

Bill “Shifty” Schumacher, PhD ’64, number fve in the
“Boiler Room” of the great ’57 crew. (My roommate, Dave
Davis, manned number three.) When they won the Henley
Cup after graduation, they proceeded to a prestigious
regatta in Lucerne, Switzerland, at the same time that I
happened to be passing through on a trip given to me by
my parents for fipping my tassel. Coach Sanford and the

felds (for example, automated white blood cell counting
and differentiation, broadly used in medicine for years,
and, in current use, oil hunting from the surface using
modern techniques related to MRI). He and his wife,
Eunice, set up the Melvin and Eunice A. Miller Foundation.
We extend our sympathy to Eunice and her three daughters and their families in their loss.

‘Along with all the undergraduates, we
switched to online after spring break.’
S TA N B E R N O L D ’ 5 8

rest of the staff did not accompany the crew, as the
formal season was over. As we all know, in (and out of)
season, the crew trained mercilessly (possibly as much
as I and my lacrosse teammates did—no smirks, please).
The night after they won the fnal race in a walk, they were
nice enough to include me in a celebratory evening. v
John Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com.

58

We all are living through common experiences
these days/weeks/months. Dale Reis Johnson (dalejohnson@cox.net) writes: “My husband, Dick
’57, and I have stayed home like everyone else, except for
short excursions to a grocery store or pharmacy. We’ve
watched a lot of Netfix, read, and walked in our neighborhood, sometimes waving at someone. I am in an organization called Omnilore, primarily for seniors, basically
‘learning in retirement.’ It is run by members and one
can take a class or classes in a variety of subjects. A
class runs for a trimester and everyone in the class must
be the professor for one lecture, making a presentation
on some aspect of the subject. Our last few classes
have happened on Zoom. We do miss seeing our grandchildren, but we have been on Zoom with them. We send
all the best to all and good health!” From Stephen Bank,
we hear that “it has not been easy here in North Carolina,
but as a retired person in a senior community, I have
nothing to complain about. Although we are kept apart
and our meals are delivered to our doors, we still get to
see some of our friends when we take a walk on a sunny
day. I am so happy that my wife and I can enjoy our retirement, missing some of the tensions that are affecting
so many other citizens.” Steve (smbank59@netscape.
net) wishes everyone well and hopes to see things return
to semi-normal by the fall.
Dick Stormont, still residing in Atlanta, GA, writes: “I
moved into a new senior living condo and continue to do
a lot of volunteer work with Emory School of Medicine and
the CDC. I lost my sister (a Duke graduate, 1952), my
brother (a Yale and Harvard Medical School graduate
and a Columbia medical resident), and my wife in June
2019 after almost 60 years. I’d like to go back 20 years.
Family and friends are what I most enjoy.” Meyer Gross
wishes he could get back to the Middle East, where he
and Karen enjoyed visiting their 101st and 102nd countries last year, particularly in Lebanon seeing the largest
Roman temples of Jupiter and Bacchus. Alas, like all of
us, they are pretty much homebound for the unknown
duration. Meyer sent in the New York Times obituary from
last May of our classmate Melvin Miller, a man of many
talents. Mel went on for his PhD at Penn in mechanical
engineering and used science and his bright mind to found
companies involved in the medical and oil exploration

Bob Kully reports from Omaha, NE, that his family
now has three Cornell generations: Bob’s son met his
wife at the Law School, and now their son, Will ’24, is
attending the College of Engineering. Bob and his wife,
Connie, are proud of that and are reachable at bobkully
@mac.com. Bob Mayer (bobmay13@aol.com) says, “The
virus has put a screaming halt to travel, theatre, and our
annual trip to Tanglewood, but we did spend ten days in
Israel last December, a fantastic experience. On an Air
Force base, in a fghter jet, on the Syrian border, I visited
a children’s hospital, a university think tank, and a school
for at-risk teenagers mostly from outside the country.”
Bob gets in plenty of gardening at home, still plays golf
several times a week (trying to score under his age),
and is reminded of his favorite dining experience on or
off the campus “every time I have a dry Tanqueray martini with raw oysters and a properly made Caesar salad
and a black and blue steak.” Ah, good memories help
in these times.
Stan Bernold (sbernold@aol.com) and Rochelle live
in Fairfeld, CT, and attend Yale U., “taking three classes
each term, every year since 1997. Along with all the
undergraduates, we switched to online after spring break
this year. I’m unsure if Yale will go back to on-campus life
in September or remain online. That will determine our
life after the summer. We are lucky to have an acre of
property and old-growth trees around our home, so we
live outdoors as much as possible.” Stan also spends a
lot of time on the phone to get swing-state voters out; he
says that after election day, he will get back to raking and
dumping three tons of leaves. He feels that we’re “failing
miserably in fghting global warming, and we hope for
better days for our grandsons.” Marie Burba (mlburba@
earthlink.net) spent some log cabin time with her sister
just below the Oregon border in California, where there’s
“lots of space and privacy, with Mt. Shasta nearby. It was
a lot like going back in time—a wonderful, clean, and
unpopulated place to visit. There really are some natives
who believe there are some very tall, ethereal creatures
(called Luminaries) who live in the mountains. The word,
as gleaned from a few conversations, is that the Luminaries prefer to avoid both the natives and the tourists.”
Sounds like a good idea these days. Cheers to all for
different but hopefully happy holidays. v Dick Haggard,
richardhaggard11@gmail.com; Jan Arps Jarvie, jan
jarvie@gmail.com.
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Our lives continue to be impacted by COVID-19.
Wearing masks, social distancing, canceled
trips and meetings, delayed celebrations, watching videos
rather than sitting in concert halls, taking out rather than
dining in our favorite restaurants—the list is long but
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classmates look at the positives, as evidenced by responses to the Share Your News question asking what
brings the most satisfaction in your life these days: “a
new day”; “grandchildren”; “cutting grass”; “being able to
get out of bed each a.m.”; “spending time with family and
friends”; “being alive.” Some of us are using these stayat-home times productively: “Trying to get back to my
piano playing and oil painting,” writes Harriet Benjamin.
George Vernardakis, professor emeritus of political
science at Middle Tennessee State U. in Murfreesboro,
is writing a book based on his life and is trying to adjust
to retirement: “It is not a golden sunset. That is a myth.”

successful years, and I was able to retire in 1999 at 62.
Our happy retirement lasted less than two years, for
Lizzy became afficted with, and succumbed to, ALS, or
Lou Gehrig’s disease. I continue to live in the house we
shared for her last 35 years.” For ten years, John worked
with the ALS Assn., going to Washington, DC, to lobby
for research funds. And he’s been doing a lot of biographical writing, covering his experiences in Vietnam
as well as life before and after. His daughters live in the
Northeast; he also has four granddaughters, four grandsons, and a 5-year-old great-granddaughter “who seems
destined for world dominance.”

‘ I was the frst student to perform a
full piano recital at Cornell: 1959 in
Willard Straight Hall.’
K E N N G A R T N E R ’60

Diana Drake Cleland has moved to Fairfax, VA, to be
closer to her children and grandchildren. “I miss living in
Sarasota, FL, but take pleasure from my family and my
devoted cat, who thinks she’s a lap-sitting dog.”
Hardy Eshbaugh, professor emeritus at Miami U. in
Ohio, was stricken with septic shock en route home from
our 60th Reunion. “I am much better, but my stamina
may never recover fully given my age. So be it. The real
problem now is dealing with the impact of COVID-19 when
Canada is closed to tourists and we cannot go to our
home in Nova Scotia. This is especially sad as this year
is the 100th anniversary of the home being in our family.
Worse still is that our children and grandchildren are in
Montana and Arizona, so travel there is quite diffcult.
As a scientist looking at COVID-19, I am very doubtful
that things will get better unless we develop a vaccine.”
Neurologist Abe Lieberman has published Memories of
a Brain Doctor, available through Amazon. The book is an
insight into people Abe cared for, including Jack Dempsey,
Muhammad Ali, and Leona Helmsley, or studied, including
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Adolf Hitler. The book is also
heavily biographical, recounting family experiences, Abe’s
work as a professor and physician, and his struggle with
paralysis, from poliomyelitis, and his refusal to accept
the limitations of his paralysis.
“Since this is my frst letter to a class page, perhaps I
should start at the beginning,” writes John Hax of Trumbull, CT. “Class of ’59, BME so ’60, a poor student so ’61.
Make that very poor. I had two things going for me: the
woman I was to marry, Elizabeth (O’Connell) ’62, plus
an invitation from the Marine Corps to enter their offcer
training program. While my classmates were beginning
new lives in corporations and/or grad schools, I was
pounding up a hill in Quantico, VA, with rife, pack, and
helmet and wondering if I’d die before I got to the top.”
Fast forward: naval aviator, Vietnam (“the war got nasty
fast, and nine men from my squadron are now on the
Wall”). John did not stay in the Marines: “I loved it, but
my family, especially Lizzy and our four daughters, had
been put through enough. Aircraft hired me at a good
salary because I had about 1,000 hours in their UH-34D
helicopter, including some 150 combat missions, and
I could help the company’s engineers understand how
their helicopters were used in combat. Thirty-four very
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“Made me proud to wear feathers,” said a crow in
“The Birds and The Bees,” an animated environmental
public service announcement produced by Nancy Green
Dickenson of Santa Fe, NM, and featuring the voices of
notable actors Angelica Huston, Sean Astin, and Hasan
Minhaj. “With 8 million metric tons of plastic entering our
oceans each year and 1 million birds dying annually as
a result and bee colonies declining at a record-breaking
pace, [the PSA] serves as a call-to-arms for environmentally conscious citizens everywhere. We are citizen activists
using the tools we know best, storytelling, to inspire our
audience to take action, register to vote, and elect leaders
who share environmental values.” Check it out on YouTube
(“The Birds & the Bees PSA”). v Jenny Tesar, jetesar@
sbcglobal.net.
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After attending our Saturday night Zoom gathering during the Class of ’60 “virtual Reunion”
in June, Sue Wood Brewer (Chapel Hill, NC) wrote, “What
struck me was that I recognized the face and/or the
name of nearly every woman there,” which made her recall
“the many efforts the university made in 1956-57 to help
us to get to know the other women in our class. I certainly did not know them all well, but I remembered a
surprising number 60 years later. It felt good to see
familiar faces at a time when we are all trying to isolate
ourselves.” Thoughts about the past also came from
Kenn Gartner (San Rafael, CA), known for his fne piano
performances at previous class Reunions; he remembers
a personal landmark event from undergraduate days, in
which, he says, “I was the frst student to perform a full
piano recital at Cornell: 1959 in Willard Straight Hall.”
After graduation, Kenn went on to a career as a concert
pianist and music teacher after receiving a diploma from
the Juilliard School of Music and a PhD from New York U.
Back in the spring, Ann Barrs List (Albuquerque, NM)
said she has been coping well with being confned to
quarters during the pandemic and is “actually quite content staying home. It’s providing cherished time to work
through a stack of unread books and also time to proceed
with memoir writing. My children are all doing fne working
at home: Malia in Hercules, CA, as a palliative care social
worker at Kaiser-Permanente; David in Denver as a software engineer; and Dawson in New Orleans, now taking

courses in coding because his ice sculpting business
has essentially crashed for the time being because of
canceled social gatherings.” Ann’s whole family, along with
many others, gathered in Albuquerque in fall 2019 for
her delayed 80th birthday celebration. It was a festive
occasion, with 60 guests, a band, and Dawson doing
an ice carving demonstration.
Kevin Pickard reports from Fredericksburg, TX, that
he is “right now keeping isolated with my wife, Hetsy,
due to the coronavirus. We had planned a safari trip to
Africa, but it was canceled due to the pandemic.” Now
retired for 20 years after a career in the banking industry,
Kevin says he gets the most satisfaction from “working
with my Rotary club in ‘service to our community.’ We now
use Zoom to communicate during our weekly meetings.”
He also keeps busy maintaining his property and planting
trees and, when circumstances allow, traveling. He recalls
his favorite dining experience at Cornell was “Obie’s Diner,
with its famous burger that came with an egg on the top.”
Bob Samuels, now in Ocean Breeze, FL, retired in late
2018 from a long career in the hospitality industry, working at hotels and golf resorts primarily in Florida cities
like Boca Raton, Palm Beach, and Miami. “I love being
retired,” he says. “I enjoy reading novels and watching
a variety of sports like tennis and football, and spending
time with my wife, Linda, taking cruises and dining at
good restaurants.” In his years at Cornell, he remembers
having good meals at the Statler.
From San Leandro, CA, Allison Hall writes, “Since
my retirement in 2014 from teaching second grade, my
labradoodle, Charlie, and I love volunteering as a therapydog team in a variety of sites in the Bay Area. Weekly
visits include Kaiser Hospital and Kaiser’s Post-Acute
Care facility; other locales have been California’s fre base
camp during last fall’s horrifc fres and surprise ‘welcome
homes’ for veterans, as well as library programs where
children read to my dog.” Along with regular daily exercise, Allison also enjoys kayaking in the Eastern Sierra
lakes, saying, “The peace and beauty is extraordinary.”
In 2019, she had an aortic valve inserted without surgery,
which she says was “an amazing experience.” Looking
ahead, she plans to “resume oil painting once I have a
giant garage sale to clean out a room!”
Patricia Erb Reohr notes that she and Jack ’57 have
been living in the same houses for many years, continuing
to divide their time between Rose Valley, PA, and Orleans,
MA, on Cape Cod. Their family of fve children and 18
grandchildren now includes one great-grandchild. Pat
regretfully points out that the constraints required by the
pandemic this year caused them to miss several family
graduations, two from high school, two from college,
and one from medical school. Lenna Davis Kennedy,
formerly in Baltimore, notes that she is now in Lutherville
Timonium, MD, having “moved to where I can have a
garden,” and Joel Carp, who previously lived in Portsmouth, NH, is now in Santa Fe, NM. Bob Lockard says
he and Ellen are “continuing to live in a 55-plus community in suburban Richmond, VA,” a reasonable distance from their son and grandchildren in Bethesda, MD.
I eagerly await your news. v Judy Bryant Wittenberg,
jw275@cornell.edu.
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Thanks to classmates for sending news during this worldwide epidemic. It feels good to
hear from all of you. Ed Goldman (edgtennis@gmail.com)
writes that he and his wife, Judith, decided to “go on our
long-planned third visit to Japan in February. Went and
had a marvelous trip to Hokkaido (Japanese Tancho crane
migration and ‘wedding’ dancing), Kyushu (beautiful
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island), Okinawa (very different sub-tropical land), and
Tokyo. In Tokyo we avoided all public transport and
walked 38-plus miles over 15.5 days. Our friends and
family in New York, the ones who said ‘Don’t go,’ said
‘Don’t come home.’ We returned as scheduled having
had a wonderful time.”
Classmate Steve Stein (sjstein2@gmail.com) has a
new address in Greenwich,CT. “Together with my late wife,
Susan (Volpert) ’62, we produced two generations of
Cornellians, children Danny ’92 and Victoria ’99 and
grandchildren Jacob ’21, Mimi ’23, and Claire ’24, all
having the surname Stein. I get the most satisfaction from
our ten grandchildren, ranging in age from 21 to 4, all of
whom live in metro New York.”
Donald Low (lowdown@roadrunner.com) writes,
“Following a brief legal career, commercial real estate
ownership has been my ‘game’ for the past 50 years.
The pandemic has ‘thrown me in a tizzy’—looking to snap
back with vigor. Work is my passion; I’ll never retire. Work
keeps one young in mind, body, and spirit. I’m actively
participating in recovery effort. Family is fne. Ironically,
we’re keeping healthy through voluntary isolation. Accomplishing goals brings satisfaction.”
Marilyn McCarthy Nutting has a new address in
Wellesley Hills, MA. She says, “I manage to stay active
and garden, walk, and bike on a regular basis, keeping
‘social distance’ and wearing a mask when out and
about in the neighborhood. I am still able to work from
home and keep online Zoom and phone contacts with
employer, family, friends, church, and Boston music opportunities.” She is working for Wellesley Free Library
remotely. “My husband, Travis, died in May 2011 after a
prolonged illness. My brother Tom McCarthy died recently in March 2020. I miss not traveling to my extended
family in Upstate New York.”
Ronald Sander, MS ’64 (ron_sander@hotmail.com)
lives in Severna Park, MD. “In 14-day confnement,
processing the photos, slides, and letters that my late
wife, Judy (Wells College ’64), and I thought were important as we accumulated stuff during our 50-year marriage.” His two oldest grandchildren are both in school,
Ryan at MIT and Mollie at U. of Virginia. Ron enjoys
visiting them in Boston and Charlottesville.
James Belden, DVM ’64 (jsbdvm40@aol.com) sends
a “coronavirus update”: “Our normal routine has been
interrupted by the closure of the American and European
horse show schedules. The seasonal downtime after Winter Equestrian Festival hasn’t materialized and the international competitors are in limbo with nowhere to go. As
a result, we are still busy attending to the horses’ medical
needs in Wellington, FL. Our protocols have evolved to
ensure social distancing as much as possible with enhanced sanitation and disinfection. I’m currently in my
56th year of veterinary practice with each year presenting new challenges.”
Marcia Case Field and husband A. Kirk ’60, MS ’61,
have had a busy year. They have moved from their home
of 54 years in North Wales, PA, to a lovely nearby retirement community in Blue Bell, PA. Because their new home
is local, both Kirk and Marcia have been able to continue
most of their activities. Actually, the coronavirus shutdown has alloweda furry of at-home creativity: for Marcia,
stained glass and quilting; for Kirk, woodworking in the
Normandy Farms Estates’ sizable wood shop.“Our daughter, Karen Field Murray ’86, has a new position with the
Cleveland Clinic in Ohio as chair of the clinic’s Pediatric
Inst., where she undertakes further responsibilities.”
I conclude with a heartfelt message from Marilyn
Slutzky Zucker (mszucker@aol.com): “I must be getting

sentimental these days as I’m thinking about some of my
Cornell buddies. Next to my freplace rests a walking stick
carved for me by a boy at our freshman orientation, where
we forged friendships that would launch us securely into
college life. The walking stick has my name and ‘Cornell
61’ carved into it. It’s one of my great treasures. I hope
to connect with Phil Ginsburg, the carver, to let him know
that evidence remains. I was 16 when I entered the Class
of ’61, likely too young to fully appreciate the education
I was getting. I studied the sciences at Cornell and went
on to earn the PhD in literature when I was 50. I taught
at Stony Brook U., and after a Fulbright to Portugal, I made
connections with the U. of Lisbon, where we opened an
American-style writing center.” Marilyn then relates her
sadness when she perused the list of departed classmates, remembering wonderful young men and women
and those who had long and productive lives. She goes
on, “I’ve not really been involved in Cornell activities, but
the tie remains strong. I am ever grateful to Cornell for
its foundational role in what continues to be a rich and
fulflling life. I send warm regards.” Be like Marilyn and
write to your class correspondents: v Susan Williams
Stevens, sastevens61@gmail.com; and Doug Fuss,
dougout@attglobal.net.
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Class president Neil Schilke, MS ’64, writes,
“The Cornell Class of 1962 mourns the loss of
its voice. For 58 years, Jan McClayton Crites was class
correspondent, writing the class column for Cornell Alumni
Magazine. She was the longest-serving offcer of our class.
Every other month, we looked forward to reading her recap
of the messages sent in by classmates. My last memory
of Jan was at our 50th Reunion. She came in a wheelchair,
but she was there and beamed her forever smile to
brighten that day.”
Jan’s daughter, Valerie Fowler (valerie.c.fowler@gmail.
com), writes, “Jan loved Cornell. As deeply as she loved
the institution, she loved its people even more. Serving
as your class correspondent for 58 years brought Jan
great joy, as she delighted in sharing your personal and
professional news. She rejoiced in learning of the birth
and adventures of your children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren. She enthused as you embarked on
jobs, travel, hobbies, and volunteer work. She wanted to
read every book you wrote and see every art exhibit you
held. As multiple sclerosis made mobility more diffcult
for Jan, she remained committed to connecting her classmates, one keystroke at a time. It was a labor of love for
an extraordinary and inspiring woman.
“My mom and dad, Bob Crites ’59, fell in love at Cornell, and happily took my brothers, Larry and Will, and
me to Cornell’s Adult University several times. While Mary
Donlon Hall made its own impression, we loved the glorious campus: Beebe Lake, the gorges and waterfalls, the
hills (wonderful for winter sledding on food service trays,
someone said), and the ever-changing beauty of the
Botanic Gardens and Arboretum. No summer was complete without a visit to the Johnson Museum of Art, where
we found the views from the windows as mesmerizing
as the art. More recently, perhaps sparked by the joys of
bird watching on her travels, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology
became another favorite for Jan. I was thrilled to accompany my mom to Cornell for your 50th Reunion, when
we visited these favorite places, listened to the chimes
of McGraw Tower, and toured the Quad. The greatest joy
for Jan, though, was reconnecting in person with so many
of you. The Reunion energized her, and she was tremendously honored—and more than a bit embarrassed—to
be recognized for her service to the class. Thank you.

“Jan lived with MS for 40 years, and handled this
cruel disease with the same grace, optimism, and courage
that she brought to every element of her life. Even with
MS, Jan and my dad were avid mountain climbers, and
together they summited most of the Cascade peaks in
the Pacifc Northwest. She also guided my brothers and
me up our frst summit of Oregon’s iconic Mt. Hood. As
her mobility decreased and she was confned to a wheelchair, Jan still walked in her dreams. We envision her
gleefully scampering up the tallest mountain in heaven
with Bob, celebrating at the top with her favorite red wine
and dark chocolate.
“Jan wanted to be cremated, and she will return to
the summit of Mt. Hood as well as to Cornell. If you wish
to make a donation in Jan’s honor, please consider Cornell University or the Myelin Repair Foundation.” v Class
of 1962, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State
St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.
edu/class-notes/.
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President’s Corner: “I am looking to fll the Class
of 1963 leadership position of Affnity Group
Outreach Manager (AGOM). The duties of the AGOM position include general coordination of outreach to classmates for attendance at our next (60th) Reunion and
organization of coordinators who are responsible for
making contact with members of the campus groups to
which they belonged to encourage Reunion attendance.
All communications utilized by the past affnity leader
are available. The role is easily fulflled and minimally
time consuming. University staff are available to handle
any mailings. I am available to support anybody who
assumes the role, and it presents a good opportunity
to interact with classmates you knew and didn’t know.
If you would like to serve as AGOM, or would like to talk
further about the position, please send me an e-mail
and include your phone number so we can arrange a
time to talk. E-mail, RWCclark@aol.com; tel., (703) 9608689. Please mark ‘Affnity Group’ in the subject line of
the e-mail. Dick Clark.”
Philip Grieve is associate professor of developmental neurophysiology in pediatrics. He wrote: “Still working
full time in medical research at Columbia U.’s medical
center in NYC but at home now because of COVID! Using
Zoom for many meetings and processing infant EEG
data with MATLAB software. So far, all in my family are
okay (three children, six grandchildren), but several have
had the virus and recovered. I stay indoors mostly and
am by myself physically, but I see many friends worldwide on Zoom.”
Larry and Ann Weiner Chait ’64 wrote from Lexington, MA: “I would guess that life has changed much as
most everyone else in my age group is in relative isolation. My work (yes, I’m still consulting) has dried up for
now, and other than a walk around the block and an
occasional socially distanced bike ride, Ann and I are
basically homebound. We do get out for a drive-by of
our kids and grandkids, rolling down our windows to say
hello. And we do have regular Zoom, FaceTime, or Skype
calls with them to stay in touch. We had to cancel a cruise
to Alaska celebrating a high school graduation and
would like to take that cruise before our granddaughter
graduates college!”
Warren Walker, PhD ’68, wrote, “After almost 30
years living in the Netherlands, working as a policy analyst
for RAND Europe and as a professor at the Delft U. of
Technology, I have retired and moved back to Southern
California. I am living in a retirement community but am
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still performing academic research. A book that I coedited was recently published by Springer. It is entitled
Decision Making Under Deep Uncertainty. It is open
access, so downloadable for free. (Very relevant during
these uncertain times.) I have three children (living in
Boston, Philadelphia, and Los Angeles) and fve grandchildren. While living in the Netherlands, I hardly saw
them at all. Recently, I have been Zooming with them
regularly (what a marvelous technology). When I look
back at my life, I feel good at my achievements. I think
that I have helped to make the world a better place (e.g.,
helping to save the Netherlands from the existential
threat of sea-level rise, and helping the fre department
of New York reduce its cost while improving its service).
At the same time, I have received recognition for doing
these things from professional organizations and government agencies.”
Bob and Susan Justin Garmston live in El Dorado
Hills, CA. Susan wrote: “I am a quilter—both art quilts
and traditional. My husband and I also travel abroad and
had a trip scheduled to Jordan and Oman March 13-20,
which we canceled. In October there are eight of us going
to Asheville, NC, to hike and take in the sights. We will
all be staying together in a home. The following Pi Phis
are going: Barbara Boicourt Richards, Sara Hart Olson,
Gwen Sibson Porcaro, Joan Rasmussen McGee, Carol
Sammis Heltzel, Barbara Strong Winslow, and Sandy
Luburg Beeman.” Ed Hoerning went on a trip to Dallas
and Oklahoma City in early March. He returned home just
before the stay-at-home orders went into effect.
I have received sad news this past month. Roger
“Pete” Roberts of Marin County, CA, died in July. He was
a visionary tech innovator since childhood. After graduation, he moved West on his BMW motorcycle to study
for his PhD in computer science at UC Berkeley. He was
a computer technology consultant on large infrastructure
projects. Pete is survived by his wife of 41 years, Patsy;
his children Antonia and Sonny (Maxine Young); and his
siblings Victor (Kathleen) and Sandy. Nancy Cooke
McAfee wrote of the passing of her husband and our
classmate, Joe, MBA’66—a devoted and active member
of our class for many years. David Cosson reported that
his wife, Shirley (Ellis), passed away from COVID-19
in Gaithersburg, MD. She led an active life working for
a series of consulting frms. With advancing disability
from multiple sclerosis, she stayed active developing a
meditation technique she called Seven Minute Meditation.
She was named outstanding program volunteer by the
Mental Health Assn. in 2004 for her work tutoring students suspended from high school. She and David raised
two sons. That’s all for this issue. v Nancy Bierds Icke
12350 E. Roger Road, Tucson, AZ 85749; e-mail, icke63
@gmail.com.
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What irony! For years I’ve been imploring
classmates to send news—but now that the
pandemic has house-bound just about everyone, at
least in mid-August when I’m writing this, I’m inundated
with news forms and loving it. So please keep it up!
I begin with a classmate who has never been in this
column: Jean Marotta Barnett. Jean lives in Murrieta,
CA, but grew up on the opposite side of the US in Boonton, NJ. She writes that at Cornell, “I started in Mechanical
Engineering, but it didn’t really work out for me; I transferred to Arts & Sciences and my degree is in Economics.”
Three years after graduation, Jean found herself a married mother living in San Diego, where, she continues, “I
decided to go back to school and learn something practical, so I have been working with computers ever since.”
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Subsequent moves, plus a divorce and remarriage, took
Jean back to New Jersey, then Florida, and eventually
she returned to California. Along the way, she founded
her own software company, now owned by her two sons
for whom she works. “My four grandchildren and four
great-grandsons bring me joy. It’s a good life and I feel
very blessed.”
Michael Kay is appearing here for the frst time in
30 years. Michael describes himself as a “semi-retired
ophthalmologist who still enjoys work.” He and wife
Bonnie (Tavlin) ’65 live in Flourtown, PA, where he
also still enjoys golf. The Kays’ most memorable recent
vacation was to France last year for the 75th anniversary of the Normandy invasion. The Kays also enjoy
visiting their grandchildren, who live on opposite coasts,
“. . . a challenge.”
Anita Apeseche Heller, last here 11 years ago, writes,
“I guess some people call me a snowbird. At the moment
(May ’20) I’m riding out the pandemic in my Florida
home. It’s not so bad; you can ride your bike and I have
800 square feet of screened-in porch, so I spend most
of the day outside. Since I’m a snowbird, I should be
preparing to drive back to Westchester, NY, heading
north with my two rescue dogs. However, my son who
lives in Manhattan with his wife and my two grandchildren and their nanny have moved into my house in
Westchester. I’m hoping this virus eases up in New York
before hurricane season in Florida and I can be a snowbird again.”
Of the pandemic, physician Michael Troner (last
here in 2011) writes that he is “sheltering in place.” He
and wife Deborah (Simon) still live in Palmetto Bay, FL.
Michael continues, “Zoom calls to friends and family
help relieve the isolation. Love listening to the History of
Cornell class by Zoom on Monday evenings. Very informative and fun. Hoping our country is smart enough to
listen to the scientists. Go Big Red!”
Judie Pink Gorra, here eight years ago, writes that
she is “almost totally retired. I continue to conduct psychological evaluations for students in the three private
schools in town.” Judie goes on, “For a year and a half
I have been taking painting lessons at the Osher Lifelong
Learning Inst.—challenging and fun.” Of her recent travels, Judie says, “Took a riverboat cruise from Prague to
Berlin. A planned cruise from Paris was derailed by the
COVID-19 crisis, but it will happen in the future.” Judie still
lives in Washington Depot, CT, and enjoys “every moment
I can spend with my nine grandchildren, one of whom is
a freshman at Cornell.”
Larry Siegel, last here in 2013, writes from Great
Neck, NY, “I’ve been retired from NYU for fve years and
made a gradual adjustment to this new life. As friends
assured me, my time became flled with volunteer work,
children, grandchildren, book clubs, other interests, and
just sheer relaxing. At the moment, all has changed in the
face of the coronavirus epidemic, so much of my routine
is on hold. Happily, my wife, Pat (Minikes) ’67, and I were
able to visit friends and family in Leeds and London last
summer, enjoy the beaches in Jamaica, and have a family vacation in Canada with our two daughters, sons-inlaw, and four grandchildren. Pat and I have enjoyed many
Cornell Reunions and look forward to more. At the moment, I’m helping old pals organize my 60th high school
reunion in Brooklyn.” Larry’s been in recent contact with
classmates Steve Godoff, Jimmy Cohen, and Mickey
Rubenstein, whom they saw in Leeds, where he lives.
That’s it for this column. I could always use more
news, so please update me by e-mail, regular mail using
the news form or a sheet of paper, our class website

(www.cornell1964.org), or our class Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cornell1964. v
Bev Johns Lamont, 720 Chestnut St., Deerfeld, IL
60015; e-mail, blamont64@comcast.net.
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Congratulations and applause to our classmate Natalie Teich, who is a recipient of the
prestigious Frank H.T. Rhodes Exemplary Alumni Service
Award. This award recognizes alumni who have demonstrated extraordinary service to Cornell through long-term
volunteer activity. Consideration is given based on the
length and depth of activity; gifts are not among the
criteria used in the selection. Natalie’s long service includes being a President’s Council of Cornell Women
(PCCW) sustaining member, a Cornell University Council
life member, past director of the Cornell Alumni Assn.,
and current board member and past president of the
Cornell Club of London.
Thanks to Judy Kellner Rushmore (judesr@gmail.
com) and George Arangio, MD ’69 (casarangio@aol.
com) for their excellent work as our 55th Reunion campaign chairs. In total, our class raised $19,183,953 with
contributions from 414 classmates. Of those, 75 classmates received Tower Club recognition (gifts of $5,000
plus) and 66 classmates received Cornell Giving Partner
recognition (gifts of $1,000-4,999). Wonderful!
Bill Vanneman (williamvanneman@yahoo.com) details life in Vermont during the spring of COVID. “Irene
and I are mostly hunkered down in Vermont—very low
COVID rate here. I still do GI doc duty one week per month
at Berkshire Medical Center in Pittsfeld. This year, nearly
all upcoming cultural events are canceled, devastating
the locals but necessary for public health. When not
hunkered down or tending my garden, I fy my Cessna
Skylane. What could be safer than fying at 6,000 feet
in beautiful weather in a well-maintained airplane, with
no one else in the sky?” Bill sends best wishes to stay
safe and protected in this crazy time. Walter Gadkowski
(waltergad@capecod.net) and wife Linda Barnes live in
Naples, FL. Walt has also fown airplanes as a hobby.
“However, I quit when 9/11 occurred. Would like to do it
again but do not hear well enough. My retirement activities include golf, tennis, bicycle riding, and chasing/caring
for grandchildren. And I recently started taking piano lessons. My three grandchildren are growing up strong, I like
to think with my help!”
Doren Poland Norfleet (dpn3@conrell.edu) writes
sad news of her husband’s death, and their Cornell love
story. “Dennis died on March 26, 2019. He wrote the
class column for ten years and enjoyed doing it. He and
I met at our frst freshman mixer in the Dickson courtyard.
We became good friends, eventually started dating in our
junior year, and were married in August of ’65. Dennis was
a physician specializing in internal medicine. He retired
in 2011 and I retired in 2012, hoping for many years of
fun in our retirement years. Our last trip was in 2015 to
the southern part of France with lifelong friends Peter
’64 and Nancy Levine Castro. Dennis was diagnosed
in 2016 with a rare blood disease, went on an experimental drug, and was able to enjoy life somewhat for an
additional three years. During that period, we went back
to Ithaca and noted Libe Slope was steeper than 53
years ago, but the Dairy Bar ice cream was even better!
Cornell has always held a special place in our hearts,
and I am sure Dennis was with me in spirit at our virtual
55th Reunion.” We send sympathy and thank you, Doren,
for your lovely reminiscences.
More sad news of a classmate’s death comes from
Carol Bittner Altemus (caltemus44@frontiernet.net).
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“Jim, MBA ’66, died unexpectedly September 24, 2019.
I am fortunate to have our children, David, Michael, and
Beth, who live nearby.” Carol’s home is in Bloomfeld, NY,
and she enjoys spending time with the children, quilting,
and gardening. Our sympathy and caring to you, Carol.
Book lovers have the opportunity to read Raphael
Nevins’s (westymorethanless@gmail.com) new book,
The Ghost of Donald J. Trump. It’s available as an e-book
or paperback at your local bookstores, Amazon, or Barnes
& Noble. Happily married for 54 years are Jim and Jan
Haldeman (jeh5@cornell.edu), who live in Ithaca, NY.
They are enjoying retirement after Jim worked for nearly
35 years with Cornell. Special interests are travel, cooking,
gardening, and Cornell sports and puzzles. Pop’s Place
was their favorite dining experience in Collegetown.
“All the meals at Dickson Hall were wonderful,” writes
Martha Weiss Dobra, MS ’67 (MarthaAyoung@aol.com).
Martha and husband Michael have a lake house on 11
acres in Sugar Hill, GA. Now they enjoy cooking with
vegetables from their huge garden, which they till and
weed and harvest by hand. “Our 33.5-lb. watermelon and
a litter of eight cucumbers are our best offspring! Last
spring, we traveled for three weeks in Europe including
London, Germany, Amsterdam, Switzerland, and Italy.”
While at home, Martha comments, “I like to make beautiful quilts and wool socks for people I love.” Thomas
Kuffel (Whitefsh, MT) offers another favorite dining
experience, the Kent Steak House Monday night special
of “Bubbles and Beef” with unlimited champagne and
roast beef for $5.00! Wow!
Henra Solomon Briskin (Pittsford, NY; henpen20@
aol.com) is struggling to learn Yiddish. She also enjoys
travel, singing, doing volunteer work, and visiting with
family and friends. Life’s greatest satisfaction is interacting with her four grandchildren, ages 9-19. “I do not plan
on retiring,” writes Rob Crafts (5wcrafts@aol.com). “I
enjoy designing and creating water features (won two
national awards) in Florida. I now have 11 grandkids and
three great-grandkids, and all are healthy, happy, and
purposeful. I’m so blessed.”
Although we could not gather on campus for Homecoming, the university hosted StayHomecoming on
October 9-10. Virtual Reunion back in June was done very
well, and I’m sure there was excellent programming for
StayHomecoming. As of this writing in August, we are
trying to set up another ’65 cocktail party during the
weekend. I hope you were able to join! Please continue
to send your news—and your thoughts on these virtual
events—to: v Joan Hens Johnson, joanipat@gmail.com;
or Steve Appell, bigred1965@aol.com.

fall she and husband David Weisbrod ’68 took a trip
to Morocco. They planned to join a CAU trip to Chile and
Argentina to see the total eclipse.
Carolyn Conly Lidston (binocular2@comcast.net) has
volunteered each summer as the nurse at a local camp
and also helps out several times a year. She went four
times to Guatemala with a medical delegation. Most of
her other activities are church-related, including singing
in her church choir, teaching adult Sunday school, and
coordinating funerals and other older adult luncheons.
She is“visiting inmates as an offcial visitor with the Pennsylvania Prison Society,” where she usually meets with
two prisoners. Linda Duman Nack wrote that she is
“retired with lots to do. I’m volunteering as a frst grade
tutor in Oakland,CA,schools and volunteering as a docent
at a historic Victorian house.” She enjoys playing mah
jongg, something that she never envisioned doing while
at Cornell. She and her family recently took a trip throughout Southern California. She has four grandchildren nearby and enjoys special time with them.
George Stark (gstarkster@gmail.com) retired after
selling his investment management frm to a company in
Atlanta and his brokerage frm to a frm in Pasadena,
CA. He moved and now lives in Houston, TX. George is
active in the Anti-Defamation League, both locally and
in New York (national). He has been a volunteer in various
community organizations in the recent past. Now, he is
spending time outdoors fshing, shooting (wing shooting
only), and traveling. He is thinking about writing his family history from WWII through the Cuban revolution.Hehas
traveled in Portugal, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand,
and took a train ride to the western Canadian Rockies.
Bonnie Beth Lazarus Wallace (wbonnie79@gmail.com)
wrote from Cheshire, CT: “I am a retired teacher as of 2006,

but I substitute teach. I also interview the Cheshire High
School students who have applied to Cornell.” What is she
doing that in 1966 she never imagined she’d be doing?
“Traveling all around the world with my husband, Steve
(53 years married), as he teaches dental implants.” Bonnie has six grandchildren: three live in Santa Barbara,CA,
and three are in Martha’s Vineyard; they travel to see them!
Judy Payne Getto (judygetto@gmail.com) moved
from Santa Barbara, CA, to Sun Valley, ID, four years ago
and loves the mountains, skiing, snowshoeing, hiking,
and fy fshing. She and Ernie (erniegetto@gmail.com)
live in a “dream community with all the advantages of a
sophisticated population. Our son, Chris, and his family
just moved to Boise from California—yeah!” Judy has three
grandchildren—all boys! All her spare time is spent with
the kids. LaureneKrasny Brown (1Kbrownstudio@gmail.
com) wrote from NYC that she is a visual artist working in
paper and is also an author of children’s picture books.
Her forthcoming work is Democracy for Dinosaurs: A
Guide for Young Citizens, to be published by Little Brown
& Co. this year. In 1966, she never thought she would
have two homes. In their second home, she is keeping
a kitchen garden! In spring 2019, she was an artist in
residency at the American Academy in Rome.
A guest note from VP/communications Alice Katz
Berglas (alice.berglas@gmail.com) brings news of classmates/friends who passed away, here remembered:
“Bruce Bergman shared July news of fraternity brother
Norm Alvy. Bruce spoke of days as AEPi pledges; their
shared passion for Sixties music; big weekend dates;
and their friendship’s ability to include differing political
lenses. ‘Norm was a great, good guy, and professionally,
an expert on construction law,’Bruce said.Howard Rubin
passed away last April. In our 25th Reunion yearbook,
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I hope that you will enjoy Thanksgiving and
the holidays. Steven Krich, PhD ’72 (krich.
steven@gmail.com) wrote, “I’m essentially retired but still
work about two days a month at MIT Lincoln Lab, in order
to keep my mind active.” He also ushers at Tanglewood,
the summer home of the Boston Symphony. He now has
more time for skiing, cycling, and hiking, and is taking
adult education courses at Tufts and at an Osher Learning
Inst. He’s also learning Hebrew (“Never thought I was good
with languages”). Steven and his wife celebrated their
50th anniversary with their family at a Club Med in Mexico.
Margaret Esme Simon (esme103@gmail.com) is semiretired, but she just fnished a whole house renovation/
addition for her daughter and son-in-law, who live near
them in Connecticut. “I am most focused now on my
artwork. I became a member of the National Assn. of
Women Artists and have had work in two of their shows.
I am also a member of the Greenwich Arts Council.” Last
NOVEMBER
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Howard wrote from Florida: ‘What I would give right now
for a crisp spring day to put the top down and zip through
the hills and curves of the Ithaca countryside.’ The class
and world learned of the death of Susan Rothenberg,
whose fgurative large-scale horse images ‘reinvigorated’
the 1970s and 1980s art world. Susan and her husband,
artist Bruce Nauman, lived in Galisteo, NM. Her works
appear in museums worldwide, including Cornell’s Johnson Museum of Art.”

coronavirus); Delf Inc., board chair, in Singapore; Grace
Inst. of New York, board chair, New York City; and Lion
City Corp., Guayaquil, Ecuador,” among which locations
he divides his time. He likes spending time with his
family including his children and grandchildren.
Phyllis Bell Jonas (Atlantic Beach, NY; phyllisjbj@
aol.com) happily sends word of “my joy—fnding love again
after having been widowed three times.” She’s busy in
retirement with serving as bulletin editor and volunteer

‘ If the 1920s were “Roaring,” the
2020s are defnitely “Zooming.” ’
G R EG BAU M ’69

New Year 2021 is upon us! The ’66 class leadership
sends wishes for health and new joy. Celebrate our 55th
Reunion—and “Our Hill”—with ’66’s spirit and friendship
plus faculty, fun, music, and ice cream, June 10-13, 2021!
Please share your news and your updates, so we all stay
in touch! v Pete Salinger, peteRsalinger95@gmail.com;
Susan Rockford Bittker, ladyscienc@aol.com; Deanne
Gebell Gitner, Deanne.Gitner@gmail.com.
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“My garden in Manchester, MA, is now part
of the Great American Garden Archive at the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington,” reports Pauline
“Polly” Watkins Runkle (paulinerunkle@gmail.com). “I’ve
just launched a new website for my art: PaulineRunkle
FineArt.com. I wish my days were three times as long. I
would go back to playing my violin in chamber music
groups and I would try hard to improve my Spanish and
my French,” she adds. As for what brings her the most
satisfaction: “Volunteering in my church, my partner, Bob
Beuret ’65, and my two boys, six grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren.”
“In November 2019, I arranged a poetry reading at the
Tompkins County Library,” writes C. David Burak, MFA
’80 (Santa Monica, CA; burak_c@smc.edu). “A range of
CU alums, faculty, and staff participated, including Prof.
Roger Gilbert and Prof. Roald Hoffmann (author of fve
books of poetry as well as winner of a Nobel Prize in
Chemistry); Nancy L.V. Couto, MFA ’80, poetry editor of
Epoch; Ange Romeo-Hall, director of manuscript editing
at C.U. Press; and Ingrid Arnesen ’76, English instructor
for international students.” Dave reports that he “organized
a screening last February of The Pieces I Am, a brilliant
documentary of the life and work of Toni Wofford Morrison, MA ’55. About 100 students, faculty, and staff
attended, and we had an outstanding discussion and
luncheon afterwards.”
“I teach in the physician assistant program, MEDEX,
at U. of Washington School of Medicine,” reports Lois
Thetford (Seattle, WA; loist@uw.edu). “I take students
to homeless camps and villages to teach how to provide
appropriate care. My partner, Jean Rietschel, retired
after 20 years as a judge. We traveled to New Zealand
for six weeks and to California. Our daughter works on
research at the Seattle V.A.” She says that she wishes
she could do more quilting and has “more time now due
to COVID-19.” Responding to the question on this year’s
form about a favorite dining experience while at Cornell,
she writes, “I lived at Triphammer Co-op for two years and
loved the camaraderie.” Pedro Mata, ME ’68 (Miami, FL;
pfmb@aol.com) keeps busy with “travel (except during
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for Hadassah, taking classes at her synagogue, and having “fun with my roommates Joan Solomon Weiss and
Fran Keller Fabian; too bad Toby Tucker Hecht lives in
D.C.” Add her to those above who are wishing they could
be traveling (“coronavirus prohibits”), but she’s pleased
with “my grandchildren’s progress and my pride in my
three children and their spouses.” She adds, “My most
memorable dining experiences while I was a student were
coed Passover meals at Hillel (after girls-only meals in
the dorm) and dinners at Taughannock Farms Inn.”
Cynthia Cohen (Los Angeles, CA; ccohen@brown
whitelaw.com) is “still practicing law full time. I closed my
own frm (one bad partner) after it had been open for 15
months. I am now a partner in Brown White & Osborn LLP.”
Not much has been happening in her life “when sheltering at home” and she gets the most satisfaction from “not
having COVID-19 and knowing that friends and family are
well.” Her favorite Cornell dining experience: “The Heights
for drinks and cheeseburgers.” Sally Nellis Kuehl (Rochester, NY; bksk74@frontiernet.net) enjoys knitting, traveling, and biking, but in terms of what’s been happening
lately, she writes, “Sadly, I’m staying at home, rather than
traveling to California to await our frst grandchild.”
Adam Romeiser Jr. (Lake Forest, IL; redskeeball@
aol.com) is “doing surgery and a day in the inner city of
Chicago.” His youngest daughter, Lillie, married in 2018,
and “now we have seven grandchildren.” Adam reports
being very busy, but every day brings satisfaction and he
loves “to go to our home in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.” Since retiring four years ago as senior curriculum
developer in early childhood at the nonproft HighScope
Foundation, Ann Savishinsky Epstein (annsepstein@
att.net) has published three novels: On the Shore; Tazia
and Gemma; and A Brain. A Heart. The Nerve. She lives
in Ann Arbor, MI, where she enjoys daily playdates with
her two grandsons.
No Cornell events, no games, no nothing to ballyhoo
these days, although I seem to get more online stuff
from Cornell than ever. As of when I’m writing this column
(August), Cornell is planning to open, unlike most of the
Ivy League, for at least some of the students some of the
time. We love hearing from you, so please let your classmates know what you’re doing by writing to me.One hopes
that the current pandemic would be over by the time you
read this in November. Take advantage of being at
home—if, like me, you’re at least half-retired—and you’ll
get to report to the class that “line o’ type or two,” as
the old Chicago Tribune columnist put it. v Richard
Hoffman, 2925 28th St. NW, Washington, DC 20008;
e-mail, derhoff@yahoo.com.
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Let’s hope by the time this column reaches
your mailboxes, there’s greater optimism about
the treatments and vaccines in use and development to
minimize the impact of COVID-19 on all of our daily lives.
That, of course, includes freeing us from the fear about
our grandchildren attending school, the resumption of our
favorite pastimes like the world travels you regularly report
in this column, and the resumption of sharing the good
news about your lives.
Kathryn Meisner Carlson (Carlson.Kam@gmail.com)
and her husband, David ’67, live in Skaneateles, NY. As
her son and three grown grandchildren live in the area
and work in essential jobs, they are frequently able to get
together, observing the COVID-19 restrictions, of course.
While Kathy has retired as assistant superintendent of
the Skaneateles School District, she continues her involvement in public education serving on the local school
board, on the Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES board, and on
the Central New York School Boards Assn. board of
directors. Kathy still enjoys socially distant masked
gatherings with friends but looks forward to freedom
from the fear of COVID-19 so that they can return to their
cabin in Alaska where they’ve been vacationing for the
past 15 years.
Nancy Nichols Harvey (nnh4@Cornell.edu) and her
husband, James, live in Cambridge, MD, and have spent
most of the last several months in isolation. When normality returns, Nancy will resume her activities including
church activities, traveling, gardening, sailing and teaching safe boating, DAR, retired teachers’ get-togethers, and
playing in a community band. Roger Stetter (Stetter@
bellsouth.net) and his wife of 45 years, Barbara, live in
New Orleans, LA. Roger is still a very busy practicing
lawyer, and he continues to derive great satisfaction
working with victims of clergy abuse. His son John “Jack”
Roger Stetter ’09 married last May and is now a rookie
philosophy professor at Loyola U. in New Orleans.
Well, that’s all the news for this column. Stay safe and
as active as you can and continue to report your news.
v Chuck Levitan, clevitan22@comcast.net. Online news
form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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Hello, Class of 1969! This column was written
in August by guest columnist Ingrid Dieterle
Tyler. Our wonderful class correspondent Tina Economaki
Riedl’s husband, Jeff ’70, had a stroke and she is busy
with his care. Please keep them in your thoughts.
Now for news from our classmates. From class copresident Greg Baum in Oregon: “The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly changed our lives. If the 1920s were
‘Roaring,’ the 2020s are defnitely ‘Zooming.’ Initially,
it was to make up for the inability to continue in-person
lunches with fellow Portland residents John Rees, ME
’70, and Mike Brown, ME ’70, but we wanted to know
more about the world’s current health crisis so we reached
out via Zoom to a classmate who knows a lot about this,
Jon Kaplan, MD ’74, in Atlanta. Following our graduation,
Jon went to Cornell medical school and thereafter specialized in the feld of infectious diseases (HIV/AIDS). Jon
retired a few years ago after 30-plus years at the CDC,
where he worked with two of the most nationally recognized people confronting the current virus issues: Dr.
Anthony Fauci, MD ’66, and Deborah Birx. We have held
a number of Zoom calls with Jon, and his insights and
willingness to answer questions are most appreciated.
He insists he also enjoys the calls! The following have
been on one or more of the Zoom calls: Bob Potter,
Alan Cody, Robert Tallo, John Wilkens, ME ’71, Rich
Nalevanko, Cindy Nixon Dubose, Larry and Nancy
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Jenkins Krablin, Charlotte Bruska Gardner, Barbara
Schultz Spencer, Nick Carino, PhD ’74, Bill Bruno,
ME ’71, and John Gross, PhD ’80. If they are still going
on by the time this goes to press, I invite interested classmates to let me know at ghb3@cornell.edu.”
Charles Antinori from Cape May, NJ, is working full
time as a surgeon in Vineland, NJ. He writes, “My daughter had a beautiful little girl, Alessia. My frst grandchild!”
Congrats! An author from our class, Lawrence Levy, has
written a book, Near Prospect Park, based on real events.
“Daring Brooklyn detective Mary Handley teams up with
Teddy Roosevelt to solve her husband’s murder, only
to run afoul of 19th-century New York’s elite when she
uncovers a dangerous conspiracy, which seems very
much out of today’s headlines.”
Nancy and Larry Krablin fortunately traveled to Antarctica just before the world turned upside down! They
departed on February 2, 2020 to Buenos Aires, Ushuaia,
and Tierra del Fuego before embarking on the Ocean
Adventurer with the Cornell/Orbridge/Quark expedition.
They were impressed by the expedition team: 20 young,
informed, passionate staff educated, guided, and shared
their passions for polar places with all the travelers. They
say that crossing the Drake Passage was relatively calm—
holding railings was wise as the ship physician said that
during some sails the passengers had been restricted to
their cabins, with meals delivered to the cabins,so as not
to be thrown down the stairs. It was warmer among the
penguins than at their home in Downingtown, PA.The sea,
the ice, the birds, and the whales were breathtaking, and
they report taking 7,000 pictures! Nancy and Larry also
made it to a kite-making workshop at the end of February
and a house concert in Manhattan; they drove home on
March 6 and did not reemerge until May. Sounds familiar to many of us!
Dave Pollak, MBA ’70, writes that life has been active
at Pollak Vineyards in Charlottesville, VA, which recently
won gold medals in San Francisco and Berlin. The winery
patio has been very popular as there is plenty of room for
social distancing. The good weather has given them a
break. Classmates are welcome, so if you are in the area,
stop in. After traveling worldwide like crazy in the past
ten years, Barb and Bob Spencer ’68, MBA ’70, are now
laying low with only a few road trips on their schedule.
They enjoyed seeing me and Steve Tyler a year ago at
Cornell’s Trustee-Council Annual Meeting (TCAM) in Ithaca
and feel lucky our 50th Reunion was in pre-COVID days!
Always good to end on a happy note: Alan Cody (past
class co-president) writes that, after coming together
to two Cornell Reunions, he and Edith Moricz are fnally
happily married. He adds: “Our best to everyone with our
wishes for good health and happiness. See you in 2024,
if not sooner!”
We wish all the 2020 graduates our best. It is sad that
they missed having a graduation. If you haven’t read the
July/August issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine, there were
some wonderful letters written by a number of the seniors
regarding the sudden end of their senior year due to the
pandemic causing the closure of the university. Even
though we had a chaotic May in 1969, we did have a
graduation and therefore a farewell to our beautiful
campus. As I write this, practicing social distancing
aboard our trawler, “Evening Song” (note the Cornell connection), Steve and I also want to wish everyone and
their families and friends a much better fall. Please stay
safe! I also hope Tina will be able to continue writing the
column, but there are other guest columnists ready to
pitch in and help out. v Ingrid Dieterle Tyler, idt3070@
gmail.com; Tina Economaki Riedl,triedl048@gmail.com.
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Happy trails to you, / Until we meet again to
all my classmates and friends as I write my
LAST column for the members of Cornell’s Legendary
Class of 1970. For me, it has been a long and intriguing
journey and adventure of perhaps 40 years. Along the
way, I made new friends whom I had not known as undergrads and kept up with many of you that I had known
during our four incredible years on the Hill. My sincere
thanks to all who helped make my job interesting and
easy. Over the years (decades actually), I have felt deep
gratitude for the kind and thoughtful messages that a
number of you have sent to me.
Our frst class correspondent was the late Barton
Reppert. When Bart received his overseas assignment
to go to Moscow with AP or UPI, I became correspondent.
I still do not know what I was thinking when I decided to
follow in the footsteps of a professional journalist! Nor
do I really remember when I started my tenure. If our late
classmate Hank Brittingham were still living, I could call
him and he would know. He should have been our class
historian from the very beginning after graduation. When
I frst started writing these columns, I wrote them out in
longhand on a yellow legal pad, then typed them on my
portable manual typewriter that I had used since high
school. Next, I had to mail them to the CAM Class Notes
editor in Ithaca. I do not recall when we got our frst computer, but it was no earlier than 1990 and closer to the
mid-’90s. At least at that point, I could compose my columns, print them out, and snail mail them to Ithaca. Finally
e-mail (likely in the late ’90s) made it simple and fast to
get a column to Ithaca. Still, I usually missed the deadline.
Such kind and thoughtful editors I have had all these 40
years! Thank you, Elsie, Adele, and Alex. No matter how
I wrote and delivered my columns, to put names and
faces together in my mind I made good use of both our
unique two-volume boxed set 1970 yearbook and our
infamous “Pig Book,” offcially known as 1970 Freshman
Register. Both remain prized possessions of mine.
My “retirement” means that the Class of 1970 will have
a new correspondent. Our friend and classmate John
Cecilia, MBA ’79 (jlcecilia96@gmail.com) will take on the
job, starting with the January/February 2021 column.
John has been an active and involved member of our class
on and off since our graduation. At our 5th Reunion in
1975, he became our class president; most recently, he
has been our membership chairman, so his name should
be familiar from the News & Dues solicitations he has
sent out each spring, from 2016 to 2020. John, I thank
you for flling the role of class correspondent, as well
as all the past contributions you have made to the class.
John is an active member in Cornell’s Continuous Reunion
Club (CRC), and he returns to Ithaca for Reunion weekend each year.
I will have two new roles with the Class of ’70, as our
frst-ever class historian and as our immediate past
president. I will begin work on our Class History soon; to
start I will research and write about the many specifc
happenings from fall 1966 through spring 1970. I plan
to provide more information both about our frst fve
years post-graduation as well as the past 50 years. I will
include John’s past involvement as well as that of other
Class of ’70 members, and I will write about a variety of
class offcers in those early years after our most memorable Commencement in Barton Hall in June 1970. Our
Class History will be a work in progress—I hope to hear
from many of you about your memories from 1966-1970
and beyond.
Sadly, our classmate and tri-captain of Cornell’s
national champion 1970 men’s ice hockey team John

Hughes, MBA ’71, JD ’74, passed away on August 18,
2020. Cornell’s 1970 hockey team was the only Division
I hockey team to ever go undefeated and untied on their
way to the NCAA championship. John was inducted into
the Cornell Athletics Hall of Fame in 1981. After earning
three Big Red degrees, John and his wife, Amy (Pastarnack) ’71, MBA ’74, moved to New York City, where they
raised their six children. An article titled “Cornell Mourns
the Passing of John Hughes ’70” on the cornellbigred.
com website provides more details about John’s life and
family. He will be missed by all.
Kathy Landau Cornell (cornellkathy@gmail.com) continues to work and volunteer in Glen Ellyn, IL. She enjoys
her position as director of development at Covenant Living
in Windsor Park in Carol Stream, IL. In addition to being
the Glen Ellyn Park District commissioner, she has other
civic involvements and is our new Class of ’70 secretary.
Her family—two wonderful daughters and three adorable
grandkids—bring much joy to her life. Kathy fondly recalls
three places where she enjoyed dining: Taughannock Falls
Inn, the Boxcar, and Johnny’s Big Red Grill (the old one)!
She is looking forward to traveling to Ithaca.
As I am writing this column, I am in San Francisco. I
arrived mid-Thanksgiving week 2019 with plans to stay
through New Year’s and into January 2020. My three children, six grandchildren, and “assorted” in-laws are in the
Bay Area. My son, Eric, has two children, Chloe, 15, my
oldest grandchild, and Bode, 12. My daughter Bethany
’96 has Brooke, 10.5, and Travis, 8.5. My daughter Robyn
’96 has Margaret Constance, 10 (only two months younger than cousin Brooke), and my youngest grandchild,
Beatrice Ruth, almost 8, who is in the same classroom
as cousin Travis. My visit here stretched into early March.
Once the news of a puzzling and expanding virus began,
I canceled my fight to Philly for Friday, March 13. Within
days the circumstances of all our lives started to change
and shift in a manner that none of us ever imagined or
expected. It is not possible in the middle of August to
predict or even imagine what will have happened, or not
happened, by early November. My wish is that all of you
and your families are healthy and safe, and that our
country is well on a path to recovery. Happy trails to
you, / Keep smiling until then. v Connie Ferris Meyer,
cfm7@cornell.edu; tel., (610) 256-3088.
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As I write this in August 2020, we are still in
coronavirus pandemic mode, with no clear
end in sight. We have received almost no news from our
classmates recently. I hope that means that you are busy,
healthy, and reasonably happy.
One piece of news came from overseas—Italy! Debra
Farrell Dolinski (debradolinski@gmail.com) is married
(Michael) and living in Como, Italy. She wrote that she is
keeping busy with painting, photography, and teaching
children. Her major work, “Sui Muri,” has a permanent
location at Villa del Grumello in Como. While Debra didn’t
give this detail in her news submission, I learned that
construction on Villa del Grumello was started in the
16th century. It sits along the beautiful Lake Como and
has been restored many times. In recent years, it has
become a center for various cultural and scientifc initiatives. Debra says that she wishes she could be doing
more traveling and that family, friends, and outdoor life
bring her the most satisfaction these days.
On behalf of all our classmates, Linda GermaineMiller sends condolences to Amy Pastarnack Hughes,
MBA ’74, wife of John Hughes ’70, MBA ’71, JD ’74, who
died on August 18: “I share in the great sadness at the
loss of John with all those whose lives he touched. As
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many of you know, John was tri-captain of the 1970
NCAA champion men’s hockey team, which remains the
only undefeated team in Division I NCAA history. He was
inducted into the Cornell Athletics Hall of Fame in 1981.
After earning his JD, John began his legal career in New
York City and had a long and successful career as a real
estate and tax attorney. ‘He was a truly wonderful person,’
said Andrew Tisch, trustee emeritus and presidential
councilor, who enjoyed a strong friendship with John.
‘He loved Cornell, he loved hockey, and he loved his
friends and family. That was what guided his life.’ John
and Amy, who met as undergrads, enjoyed a 44-year
marriage and raised six loving and wonderful children,
including David ’04. Their daughters Sarah and Emily
were both Olympians; you may recall that Sarah won
the gold medal in fgure skating in 2002 at the age of
16. When you spent time with John, you felt his warmth
and love of life. He had a big grin and an infectious laugh,
even as he faced serious medical issues toward the end
of his life. John was a loving husband, dad, and grandfather, a loyal friend, and a proud Cornellian. We will
miss him greatly.”
Please stay in touch and send your news to: v Gayle
Yeomans, gay2@cornell.edu; or Jim Roberts, jhr22@
cornell.edu.
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A member of the Cornell Sports Hall of Fame,
Don Jean, MBA ’73 (don@focusedbuyer.com)
writes from Easton, PA, that his focusedbuyer.com software is used in real-time simulation of procurement and
supply chain processes for education and training of
students at major universities including Temple, Kutztown,
and U. of Pittsburgh. Don’s daughter, Courtney Jean ’01,
graduated from Georgetown Law in 2005 and is now
working for the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.
Don was an All-Ivy League defensive back for the Big
Red Ivy Championship team of 1971.
James Hotz (jimhotzmd@aol.com) lives in Albany, GA,
with his wife, Trish. He is still working as clinical services
director at Albany Area Primary Health Care and seeing
patients. Jim helped start this federally qualifed health
center 41 years ago and now has 30 clinics in 17 counties
in southern Georgia in the fourth poorest congressional
district; they just had their four millionth patient visit. Jim
and Trish have four children. All are primary care physicians working with academic medical centers or hospital
primary care access programs. Trish still teaches at the
local historically Black college and is director of the paramedic program she started over 40 years ago. Trish and
Jim have six grandchildren, ages 6 months to 5 years.
Grandpa and Grandma enjoy visiting the kids. Jim gets
great satisfaction from working on complex healthcare
system challenges like providing cancer screening to the
uninsured and poor and improving immunization paths
and diabetic and blood pressure control for socially disadvantaged populations. He also draws satisfaction from
watching his kids become responsible physicians and
parents. Jim’s favorite dining experience in Ithaca was his
frst hot pastrami sandwich at Hal’s Deli downtown.
Patricia Guy (phhguy@aol.com) took her dream trip
to Antarctica at the end of 2019, returning a few weeks
before COVID-19 turned the world upside down. Antarctica was spectacularly beautiful, the penguins adorable.
She also took the polar plunge. But now she is homebound in Los Angeles (as is most of the country). Michael
Halbert (mikeyh1261@aol.com) has been retired since
2002 and was traveling to horse racetracks in the US,
Canada, England, Ireland, France, Germany, and Peru.
Although his travels have been curtailed since 2005
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due to medical conditions, he can’t wait to resume when
the virus is fnally contained. At Cornell he enjoyed his
classes with Dr. Hintz and the class trips to horse farms.
Patrice Kasten Schwartz (trices80@gmail.com) happily reports that the most wonderful part of retirement
is being able to spend time with her four grandchildren.
She took up tennis again and now plays a few times a
week and loves it. Pat also has time to read, go to museums and the theatre, and travel. She feels blessed that
her parents are still alive and is thrilled that she moved
them back home to New York from Florida. They are now
near the rest of the family and get to know their seven
great-grandchildren. Since her husband is still working,
Pat looks forward to being able to travel more once he
retires. She fondly recalls Taughannock Farms. Dr. Susan
Denman (susan.denman@gmail.com) recently wrote
a novel called Liberty Loomis. Clifford Donn (donn@
lemoyne.edu) is still teaching, mostly criminology now,
at Le Moyne College, where he has been since 1982. He
says that he may be retiring at the end of the 2020-21
academic year. Clifford and wife Brenda Kirby are up to
ten grandchildren now, ranging in age from 3 to 18.
Spending time with the grandchildren gives them the
most satisfaction these days, but they also love to travel
to new and scenic places.
Stephanie Harris Morgan (stephmorgan@comcast.
net) retired from her position as vice president of leasing
for Levin Management Co. in New Jersey in February. LMC
owns, leases, and manages shopping centers and thirdparty assets. The biggest change in her daily life turned
out to be not just retirement from her career of 30-plus
years, but witnessing what will be a very long-term or
permanent change to the retail real estate industry. She
is continuing and increasing her work in the Greater Metro
West Jewish Federation as a member of the executive
committee and strategic planning committee of the board
of governors for Daughters of Israel, a non-sectarian nursing home. Stephanie is gardening, cooking, and reading,
along with trying to de-clutter the home in which they lived
for 28 years. Their daughter is working for HBO while
sheltering at her apartment in Jersey City; she’s hoping
to be promoted in the fourth quarter, depending on when
HBO can start producing new shows.
Stephanie’s husband, Joel, added an associate to his
practice and will be able to dial back so the couple can
spend more time together. When everything is back to
“normal,” Stephanie would like to get back into wheel
thrown pottery, which she learned at Cornell. She also
wants to sharpen her rusty Spanish and German and take
some college courses in various subjects. “Traveling,
traveling, and more traveling is what I planned to do in
retirement,” she writes. “Getting into NYC on the spur of
the moment alone and with friends is also high on the
list.” What brings her the most satisfaction? “Spending
time with family, reconnecting with friends, learning how
to relax, taking better care of myself, and being more
spontaneous.” Send news to: v Alex Barna, ab478@
cornell.edu; or Gary Rubin, glr34@cornell.edu.
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We are delighted to repeat congratulations to
our class president, Paul Cashman. He received the Frank H.T. Rhodes Exemplary Alumni Service
Award on August 1. As a recipient, Paul let us know that
President Pollack also sent a letter notifying him that he
has been named as a Life Member of the Cornell University Council. Here’s what Paul had to say about his path
to this distinguished award: “Needless to say, if Jon Kaplan, MBA ’74, hadn’t persuaded (or strong-armed) me to
join the class council in 1988 or to agree to become class

president in 2013; or if Marty Slye Sherman hadn’t challenged me in 2007 to surpass my previous affnity efforts
for our 35th Reunion and then later nominated me to the
CACO board; or if Larry Taylor hadn’t provided such
meaningful encouragement after our 35th Reunion Saturday dinner and affnity outreach results; or if Wayne
Merkelson, JD ’75, hadn’t kept after me Reunion after
Reunion to accept higher offce in the class; or, or, or . . .
What I’m saying is, I owe a lot to my classmates and the
offcers and council members of the Class of ’73, past
and present, for your encouragement, support, inspiration,
examples, and challenges over the years. Thank you!”
Dave Ross has again agreed to moderate a class chat
during the presidential debates. Yes, it is an election year,
although we’re not sure if debates will happen, or how
many there will be. But for those of you who joined the
chat four years ago, we know that it felt like “having all my
friends in the living room with me, screaming at the TV.”
Is there any news besides the pandemic? Not in our
news bag. We know folks haven’t been traveling much,
if at all. We’re guessing there are lonely grandparents
wishing they weren’t in the high-risk group just for being
over 65. While we normally enjoy northern Canada, it was
not an option this year, or likely for quite a while. Instead
we took a two-day drive to the Boundary Waters of Minnesota to kayak. The lakes were as advertised: wild and
serene. Loons, turtles, water lilies, and eagles—plenty to
look at and enjoy. We hope to see our children over the
winter holidays, but it may just be a Zoom gathering. We
are each lighting a candle in our heart in hopes we can
hug in-person. Until then, follow Dr. Fauci’s (MD ’66)
rules—wear a mask, wash your hands, don’t eat inside
restaurants, and stay six feet away from everyone! We’d
love to hear your pandemic stories, or any others you’d
like to share. v Phyllis Haight Grummon, phg3@cornell.
edu; Pamela Meyers, psmeyers73@gmail.com; David
Ross, dave@daveross.com. Online news form, http://
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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I am writing this column in July 2020 while
we continue to be in the midst of the coronavirus epidemic, and I am hoping that by the time you
read it the situation will be better. Thank you to all who
wrote to share updates.
Paul Rubin has been spending more time than ever
with his wife, Janet, and their son. He wrote, “I have been
a road warrior for the past 20-plus years and the sustained home-bound life has been an experience.” He is
still consulting on a QAD Inc. enterprise resource planning
(ERP) package for strategic. His son recently graduated
from college and is looking for a job. In response to the
question, “What brings you the most satisfaction in your
life these days?” Paul wrote, “Growing tomatoes for the
frst time in 25 years.”
William Walker and his wife, Jacqueline Davis ’76,
have been “sheltering in place” since March and have
found that “the grocery shopping has dropped from
multiple visits per week to once every three to four
weeks, and restaurant visits have dropped to zero—and
will remain that way for a while.” William writes, “I continue to run my manufacturing consulting business, keeping in touch with collaborators and clients via audio or
video conferencing. Jackie is developing and conducting
business-oriented sessions via webinars from our home.”
They have been enjoying bicycling, making their lawn
and garden “look presentable,” and “joining in the virtual
wine tasting sessions being conducted every Saturday
by former classmate John Williams, founder, owner, and
winemaker of Frog’s Leap Winery in Napa Valley.”
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Peter Kaplan and his wife, Alison, live in Bedford, NY,
and have two daughters. Their older daughter, Jamie
(named after Jay Gallagher, Cornell lax captain), is about
to graduate from Georgetown. Younger daughter Wylie
’22 is a student at Cornell. Peter owns “a highly honored
inn in Westhampton Beach, and the affliated tennis
academy is annually selected among the top teaching
academies in the world (www.westhamptonbeachtennis.
com).” He recently received a Lifetime Achievement Award
from the USTA and wrote, “Cornell lacrosse coach/legend
Richie Moran, John Hughes ’70, MBA ’71, JD ’74 (captain
of the undefeated 1969-70 Cornell hockey team), Bob
“Hondo” Henrickson ’78, DVM ’83, Howie Borkan ’81,
and Deb Gellman ’75, MBA ’82, all braved the Long
Island Expressway to share it with us.” A few months
later, at the end of August, John Hughes passed away.
Peter notes that seeing his extended family grow, as
well as visits from so many Cornellians (John and Amy
Pastarnack Hughes ’71, MBA ’74, John Morehouse
’72, Jon Levine ’76, Mike French ’76, MPS ’78, Bruce
Arena ’73, the McEneaney family, Deb Gellman, and
Hondo Henrickson), have brought him great satisfaction.
He got to spend time with Bruce Arena and his wife for
Bruce’s birthday at a New England Revolution game. When
asked, “Anything else you wish you could be doing?” he
wrote, “Retiring would be nice.”
Marleen Pasch sent word that her newest novel, At
the End of the Storm, was published this month by Penmore Press. Kirkus says of it: “An admirable exploration
of the psyche of an especially tough protagonist.” You can
check it out on Amazon! Please keep your news coming.
Good times or bad, it’s always nice to hear from classmates! v Lucy Babcox Morris, lucmor1433@gmail.com;
Molly Miller Ettenger, molly.ettenger@gmail.com; Jim
Schoonmaker, js378@cornell.edu.
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Greetings to our classmates, who have by now
endured many months of a quarantined lifestyle that no one had ever contemplated while we were
students. Imagine attending our 45th Cornell Reunion
via Zoom instead of gathering in person on campus! Our
Reunion chairperson, Susan Fulton, hosted an opportunity to catch up with many of you virtually during the time
when we would typically have been enjoying cocktails on
campus, so we want to share your news.
Mark and Christine “Ting” Magill Kamon (cmkamon
@gmail.com) spent much of their spring moving into their
new home located on the picturesque Sassafras River—
paradise near Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay with a fabulous
textile studio for Ting, a workshop for Mark, plenty of space
for relaxing, and a dockside view toward the sunset. They
have spent limited but wonderful visits with their three
married children and seven grandchildren during the
quarantine. In July, Ting and Mark also hosted a farewell
event for Kevin Bruns ’79 and Dianne Sisler, who are
moving to Rochester, NY, also attended by Joan Pease,
Scott Keenum ’76, and Ivette and Mike Hayes ’77.
Fondly recalling his time at Cornell running the Big
Red Band and being student manager of Cornell Catering,
Bob Saltzman (rsaltz8@gmail.com) has spent the past
40 years building national alumni relations and fundraising operations. He was in Ithaca in 2013 for the centennial celebration of Kappa Delta Rho at Cornell and served
as class correspondent for the fve years after graduating.
After graduation, Steve Werns, MD ’79 (stevenwerns@
gmail.com) attended Cornell medical school and practiced in Manhattan for seven years before settling in
Ann Arbor, MI, where he became director of the cardiology fellowship program. Steve has an 11-year-old and

13-year-old twins. Jeff (jsz5@cornell.edu) and Susan
Feinberg Zimmerman ’76 both retired in 2019 and
are currently in Yardley, PA. Theirs is a Cornell family as
their daughter Sarah ’04 and son-in-law are alumni. Jeff
and Susan have two grandchildren.
Richard Levitan (rll@levitan.com) is in Chestnut Hill
outside Boston. As president of Levitan & Assocs., a
consulting frm in the energy industry, Richard credits
Cornell with his switch from the humanities to engineering

York for the rest of the year. Andy (awmarch1@cox.net)
returned the shout-out. After practicing medicine in
Phoenix, AZ, for the past 35 years, Andy has recently
retired. He reports that Arizona is interesting, both politically and during the COVID crisis. His son is in a PhD
program at UNLV and his daughter is a dental hygienist.
Andy received another shout-out from Mario Giannella,
ME ’79 (mg22@cornell.edu), who roomed with Andy
sophomore year at Donlon and participated in many

‘ Grocery shopping has dropped from
multiple visits per week to once
every three to four weeks.’
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and economics, which helped to launch his career. He
loved hearing all the classmate voices on the Reunion
Zoom call. Also in New England is Deb Whipple Degan,
MAT ’76 (debdegan@tds.net) and husband Mike ’70,
who have lived in New Hampshire for the past 42 years.
They have four children and four grandchildren.
Ellen Karp Markus (markus.ellen@gmail.com) and
husband James, JD ’77, currently reside in Dallas, TX,
after living in many cities across the US. Ellen is semiretired, working on the US elections after several careers
in psychiatric social work, nutrition, and executive search.
Their son went to Cornell Law School and married a classmate. Ellen and James will be celebrating their 43rd
anniversary this year. Their Cornell travels have taken
them to Japan. Travel with Cornell alumni was also a focus
of Maxine Ellenberg Arnsdorf (meaphd@hotmail.com),
whose excursion was to Vietnam, as well as Mike Motes
(mjmotes@earthlink.net) and wife Linda, who traveled to
Iceland. Fanny Ho (hofannyy@yahoo.com) lives half the
year in Hong Kong and half in NYC. After Cornell, she
attended MIT before working in fnance on Wall Street
and for the Hong Kong Monetary Authority. She sadly
reported that roommate Josephine Lau Ho passed away
last December.
Katherine Tong (kkayutong@gmail.com) joined the
Zoom call from Vancouver, Canada. She remembers coming from her home in Hong Kong to Cornell as a freshman,
unprepared for the colder weather and without proper
snow clothing. Who was really prepared for the Ithaca
winters?! She remarked at the lack of female engineers
but is happy to report that her interviewing for prospective Cornellians now reveals a diversity in candidates and
their interdisciplinary interests. Also residing in Canada
is Kathryn Gabinet Kroo in Montreal, Quebec, who lived
across the hall from me during our freshman year in Donlon. I came across Katie’s name this summer as I was
searching the Saatchi Art website (www.saatchiart.com)
for artwork for a client. Not only does her portfolio feature
fabulous paintings, but her artwork has also been adapted for decorative clothing, accessories, and masks.
Michael Tannenbaum (mike.tannenbaum53@gmail.
com), another former Donlon resident, retired last year as
provost and VP for academic affairs at Hartwick College
in Oneonta, NY. Mike noted that he knew Deb Degan’s
son Sean from school and gave a shout-out to classmate
Andy March, whom he has known since eighth grade!
Mike winters in South Carolina and stays in Upstate New

philosophical chats and tennis matches. Mario lived in
Ithaca for 30 years before relocating to Knoxville, TN,
for 15 years. He retired four years ago and now resides
in Hawaii.
Please take a few minutes to send us highlights of
your life after Cornell, college friends you’ve seen, and
memorable moments on campus, and we’ll share the
news in our upcoming columns. To update your contact
info with the university, go to: https://alumni.cornell.edu/
services/update-info/. v Joan Pease, japease1032@
aol.com; Deb Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail.com; Karen
DeMarco Boroff, boroffka@shu.edu; Mitch Frank, mjf
gator@gmail.com.
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What a year, friends! We hope you have been
able to stay safe and well. One eon ago, back
in early March, I was on a wonderful trip to Portugal with
our daughter Louise and granddaughter Hilda, and we
made it home just as coronavirus shutdowns began.
Speaking for Bill Hanavan and myself, there’s never
been a better time to be retired. We have been very fortunate. We have isolated from nearby daughter Emily’s
family because she is a midwife who is in and out of a
hospital each week. The hardest part is not scooping
up 1-year-old Bea or giving 5-year-old Theo a big hug
when we get together for a walk or a distanced barbecue.
In August we fnally did combine households with them
to spend a week at the Lake Erie shore, and it was one
of the sweetest times of the year. Getting back together
with Louise’s family looks as if it may not happen soon,
as of this writing, because they live across the border in
Canada. Strange and diffcult times. We send our appreciation and best wishes to all of you who have been
working or trying to run businesses this year. You deserve
medals. Distanced hugs to you all!
We had news from David Sarachan, who wrote, “I’m
the head soccer coach for North Carolina FC, a professional team here in Cary, NC. It’s in the USL Championship
League. I have two grandchildren, 3 and 20 months.
They live with my son and daughter-in-law in Omaha,
NE.” During the pandemic, David has been staying home
and working. He’s enjoying work and getting together
via FaceTime with his children and grandchildren, and
wishes he could be playing more golf.
In this issue we say thank you and farewell to our
fellow class correspondent Karen Krinsky Sussman—
but only in her role as correspondent, as she’s retiring
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from that role after a LOT of years. I think she, Lisa, and
I were recruited at our 5th or possibly 10th Reunion,
and either way that means she’s been on duty for some
where in the neighborhood of 35 years. Thank you for
your columns, Krinsk! They’ve always been warm and
kind and full of good humor, just like you. We will look

In my last column, I emphasized safety measures
needed to limit the spread of the pandemic, as we are all
now in the atrisk demographic, agewise. I don’t believe
I emphasized enough the importance of wearing masks
when you go out or are with those who are not close
contacts. I continue to be shocked to see people not

‘ Jack Glassman serves as a historical
architect for the National Park Service.’
C H A S H O R VAT H ’ 8 0

forward to including all the news of you, Don, and your
beautiful butzels—I mean, grandchildren. Love and appre
ciation to you!
Now that many of us have retired, perhaps another
classmate would like to join the class correspondent
rotation? It’s not hard—two columns a year consisting
of news that our wonderful classmates send in. Hey, you
hear all the hot scoops frst! Let us know if you’d like to
join us. And please do let us know how you’ve been faring
this strange year. May 2021 be a major improvement!
Cheers, friends! v Pat Relf Hanavan, patrelf1@gmail.
com; Lisa Diamant, ljdiamant@verizon.net. Online news
form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/classnotes/.
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What we lack in quantity, we more than make
up in quality. This month, we have particularly
important news. Celia Littauer Clement writes that her
connections to Cornell span her entire life. Her father,
Raphael Littauer, was on the Cornell faculty from 1950
as a physics professor and was very involved in the
building of the Synchrotron. Her mother, Alexandra Lit
tauer, was a French lecturer for many years. Celia met
her husband at Cornell, and her brother, Ben Littauer
’78, and son, Jeffrey Clement ’12, MBA ’17, are also
Cornell graduates.
Celia recently published a book about her mother’s
escape from the Holocaust, titled Three Sisters: A True
Holocaust Story of Love, Luck, and Survival. This true
account is an interweaving of Alexandra’s memoir, as
well as the memoirs of her two sisters. Celia’s narration
at the beginning of each chapter provides the historical
backdrop for the corresponding events. The reader will
learn about the ascension of Hitler, how antisemitism took
root and fourished, and the roles of France and Switzer
land during WWll. “I think that this book provides an
opportunity to be shared with the Cornell community,”
Celia writes. “My mother leaves a legacy of many students
and colleagues who knew and loved her. This book will
resonate for Cornell readers because the protagonist was
one of their own, and because the horror of WWII, brought
to life in this story, is a clear forewarning to what is
happening today.” She would most welcome our class’s
thoughts and ideas on this subject. The book website is:
https://celiaclement.com/.
Having reviewed the book and having considerable
experience with survivors of the Holocaust and those
impacted by it, including my mother and her family who
lived through and survived Nazi Germany and my inlaws
who survived concentration camps and had family mem
bers who were murdered by the Nazis, I can attest to the
power and relevance of the story that Celia’s mother and
aunts tell.
80

social distancing or wearing masks. Please wear masks.
The estimate is that if 95 percent of Americans wore
masks, over 70,000 lives could be saved. Stay safe and
well, my friends. Best wishes.
Please keep all of your news and views coming in via
the online news form at http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/
classnotes/, or write to either of us: v Howie Eisen,
heisen@pennstatehealth.psu.edu; Mary Flynn, mary
fynn1@me.com.
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Happy Holidays! How are you planning to spend
the winter months? Drop either of us a line to
share an update: v Ilene Shub Lefand, ilene.lefand@
gmail.com; Cindy Fuller, cindy@cindyjfuller.com. On
line news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/classnotes/.
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It is another glorious autumn in Ithaca. Hope
fully many of you are enjoying the annual
show of colors, wherever you live, and are bringing back
wonderful college memories. Especially during this pan
demic, it important to spend time outside and reconnect
with nature. A number of us are spending time with friends
via phone, media, and socially distanced walks.
After practicing law for about 25 years, Terry Mady
Grove decided to return to school for a master’s in teach
ing English. While doing her student teaching, she real
ized that she much preferred working oneonone with
high school students. Simultaneously, her son was apply
ing to college and Terry grasped that there wasn’t a
campus that she didn’t like (Cornell’s is still the best, of
course). Combining these realizations, she jumped into
the world of college consulting, started her own business
(www.uscollegeconsulting.com), became a Certifed Edu
cational Planner, and hasn’t looked back. She is fortunate
to have traveled to over 250 colleges, including many
abroad. She absolutely loves making a difference in the
lives of young people.
Mark Kruelle writes that he is still a bachelor and
has a new place in Ocean Pines, MD. His father passed
away in September 2018 and he is now the caretaker
for his 87yearold mother. Mark is writing a book on the
Galois theory of homogeneous linear second order dif
ferential equations. He was an invited speaker at an
international meeting of the American Inst. for Aero
nautics and Astronautics for solving a 64yearold
problem in missile guidance and control in 2014. Since
then, he has sharper results that will be published short
ly. When asked if there is anything he wishes he could be
doing, he responded: interviewing Carl Sagan about his
Pulitzer Prizewinning book, Dragons of Eden. When Mark
was editorinchief of the Cornell Engineer magazine,
he did just that. What a memory that was. Refecting on

what brings him the most satisfaction in life these days,
he said writing books, poetry, and research for publica
tion. He is quite prolifc and has two books in the works
and a book of poetry. He adds that he is working inter
minably on his doctoral dissertation at Yale, yet it never
seems to get done.
Katherine Archodis Guzman, BS Nurs ’79, retired
and left a great legacy at her place of employment. Since
then, she is keeping busy as a college instructor, consult
ant, and private coach (health and wellness coach and
certifed diabetic educator leading to better health, qual
ity of life, and wellbeing). Her parents passed away, her
sister survived a rare form of cancer, and she became
a grandmother. Katherine has traveled to China, Japan,
Iceland, Israel, Egypt, Jordan, and Europe and wants to
continue traveling, particularly because she is an avid fan
of history, culture, food, and people of various cultures.
These days she gets the most satisfaction from family,
reading, teaching, and gardening. Her favorite dining ex
perience is eating at home, after cooking alongside her
children and husband Virgilio Sanchez.
Despite all the disappointments of 2020, Bob and
Kathy Zappia Gould felt truly blessed to welcome their
frst granddaughter in June. Clara Eileen Alexander is
their daughter, Allison, and husband Dan’s frst child,
but Kathy and Bob’s third grandchild. They are lucky that
they live nearby in Potomac, MD, so they visit often and
help out with the renovations in their new home. Their
son and his wife live nearby in Springfeld, VA. They have
two boys, Beckley, 4, and Rowan, 15 months. It has been
a wonderful summer spending time with the children
and grandchildren. Life is good.
Brad and Mary Maxon Grainger, MPS ’87’s family
also had one great thing happen in 2020: in May, the
birth of their frst grandchild, Adelaine Sierra. In late July,
Mary and Brad drove to Colorado following all possible
safety precautions so they could meet “Lainey” and be
helpful to the new parents, Maura (Brad and Mary’s
daughter) and her husband, Jim. Holding her was so
much better than seeing her via FaceTime!
I (Linda Moses) feel extremely grateful that I did
amazing travel during the last fve years, as soon as my
youngest child left for college. My frst foray was to
Poland and Germany and it was a riveting, lifealtering
experience. My next adventure was to Austria, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic, where I saw unbelievable sites
and obtained some understanding of Central Europe. I
received some great Austria suggestions from Lori
Freimark Banks. In 2018 I traveled to Jordan (including
Petra) and Israel, where I was determined to see many
incredible historical sites and parks. So much history
fell into place for me. Just before COVID19 hit, I traveled
to Finland, Russia, and Lithuania. The sensory and his
torical experience was truly memorable. All of this made
me realize that I should have fgured out how to take
more liberal arts classes while at Cornell, instead of
mainly science classes. Right now, I was supposed to
be in India visiting my son Eric Gurevitch, who was there
doing research while on Fulbright and Andrew Mellon
fellowships. Hopefully he will return to India soon so I
can visit him.
As COVID19 continues, remember that Cornell and
your classmates are here for you. Feel free to reach out
to classmates, including class offcers. If you have news
to share, please send it to: v Linda Moses, lindak
moses@gmail.com; Danna Levy, DannaGOA@gmail.
com; or Cynthia Ahlgren Shea, cynthia.shea@sothebys
homes.com.Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
classnotes/.
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This is my frst column as a class correspondent, and I, Chas Horvath, ME ’81, am happy
to report that my freshman seminars are fnally paying
off! We wish all our classmates well in these challenging
times. It’s heartening that despite all, the Class of ’80
continues to keep the Cornell bonds strong by sharing
life news with their classmates. We encourage everyone
to provide updates at http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/
class-notes/.
Paul Ney has rejoined the US Dept. of Defense serving as the general counsel. He previously lived in Nashville,
TN, and served as the chief deputy attorney general for
that state. Earlier in his career, Paul served as acting general counsel and principal deputy general counsel for the
Dept. of the Navy and as deputy general counsel for the
Dept. of Defense. Paul’s service to the country has been
recognized with the Distinguished Public Service Medal
from the Dept. of Defense and the Dept. of the Navy.
After a professional career largely focused on the US
Census, Terri Ann Lowenthal is in semi-retirement helping Congress (her former employer), philanthropy, and
stakeholders navigate the unprecedented challenges
facing the 2020 Census. She reports life is good as a
grandmother to Sabai Lowenthal Fenton (parents Emani
’11 and Joelle Milton Fenton ’11). Terri also gets much
satisfaction from serving on the board of Fort Dupont Ice
Arena in Washington, DC, which provides skating classes
and related activities to D.C.-area youth regardless of the
ability to pay. In 2018 Maame Biney, the frst African American female on a US Olympic speed skating team, learned
to speed skate in the arena’s Kids On Ice program!
Laura Berland is the executive director of the Center
for Compassionate Leadership, a nonproft she formed
in 2019. The center recently conducted a global survey
designed to measure compassionate leadership during
the COVID-19 crisis. A number of important fndings were
revealed: a) leaders have an awareness of compassion
as an important leadership trait; b) a “compassion gap”
exists between how leaders perceive themselves and
how team members perceive their leaders; and c) there
is a similar “vulnerability gap” between leaders and their
team’s perceptions of them. Donna Fremed is running
DLF Global, her consulting frm, providing career coaching
and exploration and human resources services. She is
enjoying living in the La Jolla/San Diego area and boogie
boarding, playing pickleball, and walking on the beach.
Donna fondly recalls the chocolate chip cookie study
breaks at the Straight.
Jack Glassman, MA ’82, serves as a historical architect for the US Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service
based in Boston and travels to the national parks from
Maine to Virginia. He is currently working on historic preservation projects at Sagamore Hill Historic Site and Fire
Island National Seashore. Jack fondly recalls the journey
from campus to the Stables Inn, currently the Antlers
restaurant. Roberta Walter Goodman has enjoyed (prepandemic) trips to Israel and Southern California. A recent
highlight was the marriage of her oldest grandson, Ezra
Karger, a graduate student in economics at the U. of
Chicago, to Eliana Pfeffer, a law clerk in the Southern District of New York. Roberta has seven grandchildren: the
second oldest started a PhD program in political theory
at Princeton; the third oldest is a junior at NYU; and the
fourth oldest is a junior at Brandeis. She hopes that at
least one of the three younger grandchildren decide to fall
in love with Cornell. Roberta continues to perform volunteer work for her synagogue and focus on her horses in
Nashville. She reports that she is excited to see her
2-year-old Trakehner flly grow up and nearing 15 hands.

Douglas Merlau reports that he is living the dream,
operating the family dairy farm in Upstate New York with
his brother Gary. The farm is named, of all things, Merlau
Brothers Dairy Farm. Also assisting off-farm with the family endeavor are brothers Walt and Randy as well as
daughter Kimberly and son Ryan. Kimberly is the Lancaster, PA, USDA county executive director and Ryan is a
civil engineer with Golder and Assocs. working out of their
Buffalo, NY, offce. John Olsewski, MS ’82, is a clinical
professor of orthopaedic surgery at Montefore Medical
Center/Albert Einstein College of Medicine and chief of
the spine service at Montefore New Rochelle Hospital.
He is the immediate past president of the New York
State Society of Orthopaedic Surgeons. He continues to
serve the orthopaedic community at the national level
as an oral boards examiner for the American Board of
Orthopaedic Surgery.
Now that our nest is empty, my wife, Mary, and I have
moved from Concord, MA, to the Jamaica Plain neighborhood of Boston. We enjoy the many activities offered by
city life. One such activity was a season’s subscription
to the Boston Speaker Series at Symphony Hall. Upon
attending the frst session, I was thrilled to discover that,
out of the 5,000 participants, we were seated next to
fellow Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity brother and former
roommate Michael Dowd ’83 and his wife. While catching up with Mike, he reported that fellow fraternity
brother and management consultant Moshe Cohen
’83 has just released a new book, Collywobbles: How
to Negotiate When Negotiating Makes You Nervous.
Send your news to: v Chas Horvath, chas @ horvaths.
org; David Durfee, durfey_2000 @ yahoo.com; Dik
Saalfeld, rfs25 @ cornell.edu; or Leona Barsky, llb39
@ cornell.edu.
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Greetings! Well, our retirement plans have definitely been squashed by this virus. But Mike
Bell and I did become grandparents in April; Wade Riley
can always lay claim to being a COVID baby!
So many of you shared this month that it will overfow
to the next edition! Daniel Zaccardo has been making
weekly trips to resupply his 86-year-old mom. He also
has been playing guitar and recording music videos
(Quarantunes!) that he posts on Facebook for laughs
and to entertain the pandemic shut-ins. His videos were
noticed, and he was interviewed on the radio—a fun
experience! Daniel is a volunteer CASA (court appointed
special advocate) for foster children. He hopes all ’81ers
are safe and sound, and that he sees everyone at the
40th Reunion!
Jennifer Read Campbell and Theresa Kronick
Wrobel celebrated their 60th with their spouses, friends,
and family (Jenny brought 11 including kids, sister’s kids,
and signifcant others) along the coast of Puglia, Italy,
on an incredibly beautiful, delicious, and active bicycle
trip. Their next bike trip will be to Chile, if any classmates
are interested in joining them! Jenny shares, “This past
pre-COVID year, we were blessed to be able to see our
two children and my sister and brother-in-law Michael
’77 and Emily Read Wood ’77’s (both deceased) three
kids ALL get married. I can’t imagine the stress anyone
is going through now with postponed wedding plans and
deposits! I was delighted to have Cornell BFFs and
spouses at daughter Olivia’s August wedding in
Nashville: Jay, PhD ’83, and Theresa Kronik Wrobel,
Mark ’78, MS ’81, and Joanne Kopsick Barmasse,
Nancy Amer Lake, and Gail Merriam. My niece
Allison Wood ’14 wed Jacob Tallman ’14 in Nashville
in October.

“The kids are all doing well: Olivia is a nurse practitioner at Vanderbilt Hospital; Ben just had his virtual
graduation from EVMS, where he received his MD, and
will be in an orthopaedic residency at Thomas Jefferson
Hospital in Philadelphia; Allison Wood, much like her mom,
Emily, is a dietician in Nashville; David Wood is a fnancial
analyst at Mass Financial Services; and Jessica Wood
Faith is an attorney with the NYC public schools.” Jenny
and Ron are coping by taking long bike rides on their
tandem and with family/friend happy hour Zoom calls.
Jenny also enjoyed catching up via Zoom with former
U-Hall 3 BFFs Theresa Kronik Wrobel, Amy Schwartz
Goober, and Posy Smith Durning. Theresa heads up
her own company, Creative Marketing, and volunteers
as an advocate with CASA. Amy is a global director with
Optavia, and Posy is an administrator with New England
Donor Services in the Boston area. Also, Jenny and Ron
have set up their new short-term rental property in the
Gulch neighborhood of Nashville, TN. It is listed as turnkey on several different sites!
Debra Chesman (info@valleyfolk.org) is spending
time singing and listening to other folk singers on Zoom
in the Southern Finger Lakes, waiting for it to be safe to
sing together and resume concerts. A silver lining: she
does get to do song swaps with friends from other singing
communities, without the long drive. She also guesthosted her folk club in England. Joseph Macaluso writes
that as a psychiatrist at Saint Vincent’s Hospital in
Harrison, NY, he now conducts most of his sessions by
phone. His older son graduated Vassar and is an actor.
His younger son is in college at the New School doing a
double degree program including the School of Jazz and
Contemporary Music. He and his wife have enjoyed being
able to have them home during the pandemic.
Robert Higgins has run Elephant Sound, a mobile
DJ company, since the fall of ’77. Bob had 28 events
canceled during the spring. During the New York lockdown entertainment was not generally allowed, but he
has been able to start getting some small outside events.
Luckily, Bob has a side venture in self-storage to keep
some income fowing. Ginger Sun has spent her time
doing Zoom yoga and cooking. Her husband postponed
his planned retirement and all their trips were canceled.
Hopefully he will retire at the end of June, but meanwhile
Ginger is solo at home!
Clinton Warne continues to practice as an anesthesiologist in Eugene, OR. He and his wife have three
kids: Elisabeth ’20 just graduated from Cornell and is
interested in public health; Colston is studying computer
science at Oregon State; and James is about to start
fight school to become a pilot. Clinton likes to travel, but
the coronavirus has temporarily stopped that. His favorite
dining experience was cross country gourmet dinners.
Patricia Lafrate Newman writes, “As a children’s author
I always work from home (PatriciaMNewman.com) so
I’m used to it. I’ve actually been very productive during
the pandemic, working on fve books in various states
of completion. My book titled Planet Ocean, which was
scheduled for release in October 2020, has been
pushed to March 2021. All of my in-person appearances were canceled, but I have performed several
virtual appearances with students and librarians. My
husband, Kendall ’80, and I solve the world’s problems
on daily walks.”
Start making plans for our 40th Reunion in June and
keep the news coming! v Tanis MacKay-Bell, Tanis
MBell@gmail.com; Steven Barre, scbarre@aol.com;
Betsy Silverfine, bsilverfne@comcast.net. Online news
form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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During these unusual and trying COVID times,
our class continues to make Cornell and the
world a better place through our time, talent, and treasure.
Steven Gans contacted our correspondent Nina Kondo along with Ethan Burstein to inform them that their
fellow U-Hall 3 neighbor Penny Borenstein had been
featured in the Paso Robles Daily News in an article headlined “Profle: Dr. Penny Borenstein shows steady local
health leadership in tough times.” Penny is the San Luis
Obispo County health offcer in California, where she lives,
and in 2020 she has been busy (an understatement)
working to protect the people there from COVID-19.
Penny frst got bitten by the public health bug when she
worked at a laboratory at the Johns Hopkins Medicine
system in Baltimore. “I got to hang out with friends attending the School of Public Health, and I was smitten. What
I experienced was the pride and warm feeling of contributing to the health improvement not just of individual
patients but to the community as a whole.” The article
contains quotes from many of her peers and colleagues
who sing her praises for her dedicated efforts to procure
protective equipment, enable testing, and educate and
protect the citizenry, along with some photos of Penny
at work (https://pasoroblesdailynews.com/editorial-drpenny-borenstein-shows-steady-local-health-leadershipin-tough-times/107094/). Since we received this submission, the San Luis Obispo Tribune has published an
update that expands on her training, duties, and past and
current life story (https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/
coronavirus/article244221597.html). Our thoughts are
with you, Penny!
Nina also received a report from Jack Dresser that
Edward “Ned” and Anne Shuter Pride of East Falmouth,
MA, spent some effort earlier this year attempting to raise
awareness of the fact that their local cable company
(Comcast) continued to charge its customers a “regional
sports” fee even though COVID had put a hold on live
regional sporting events. They contacted the Boston
Globe, which reached out to the company, and the issue
rose to the level of the Massachusetts attorney general’s
offce as well as that of New York. As of this writing (midAugust) they (and the many other people that raised this
issue) appear to have been successful. At the end of
July, Comcast announced that it intended to refund the
programming fees its subscribers paid for regional sports
networks during the second quarter of 2020. Here is the
original story: https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/05/
10/business/why-pay-your-cable-company-regionalsports-fee-when-there-are-no-games/.
Randolph Hunt reports that he is still working at the
NYS Dept. of Transportation, where he just completed
overseeing the design of a $140 million project for the
rehabilitation of the Van Wyck Expressway Viaduct—the
only direct highway link to John. F. Kennedy Airport. He will
be retiring in October 2020. Randolph is taking classes
at Hunter College and participating in Toastmasters. In
his spare time, he has been enjoying reading books,
including his old comic books.
The Ithaca-based business founded in 1992 by Kent
Diebolt—Vertical Access LLC (https://vertical-access.
com)—is the frst to be featured in a series about the US
National Committee of the Int’l Council on Monuments
and Sites (US/ICOMOS) Institutional Members and Supporters (https://usicomos.org/kent-diebolt-and-verticalaccess-llc/). Kent’s two partners are Evan Kopelson
’94 and Kelly Nuttall Streeter ’97, who have helped to
successfully grow the business, which pioneered the use
in the US of lightweight rigging systems (i.e., climbing
harnesses and ropes) to conduct condition surveys on
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all types of structures and provide specialized building
inspections and condition reports for architects, engineers, and conservators. They specialize in buildings and
monuments with hard-to-reach areas such as steeples,
domes, towers, chimneys, and high parapet or screen
walls, offering their clients quick “hands on” access without expensive scaffolding, cranes, and boom lifts. As the
company grew, the Cornellians wanted to give back to
organizations in their feld that were having a worldwide
impact on environmental issues. Vertical Access pledged
to give 1 percent of its annual gross income to charity
(through “1% for the Planet,” a philanthropy that connects
environmentally conscious businesses with a mission in
which they all believe), with the bulk of the funds going to
two global organizations that have worldwide impact. The
US/ICOMOS promotes the conservation of world heritage
and stronger connections to the global heritage community through advocacy, education, and the international exchange of people and ideas. Also receiving funds
is the Assn. for Preservation Technology Int’l (APTI). Vertical Access’s giving has supported a number of special
programs and funding for scholarships and general
endowments since 2007.
Charles Stuppard checked in: “I recently moved back
from Boston to Virginia Beach. For the frst time, the
Cornell Alumni Leadership Conference (CALC) was held
in Las Vegas this year and it was a pleasure seeing various
class offcers there. I retired from the US Navy fve years
ago and passed the watch to my middle son, Navy Lieutenant Maurice Stuppard, who just deployed to the Middle
East in May. As our class co-president, I can report that
we are making preparations already for our next Reunion
in 2022.” Charles also will be vice chair of the Cornell
Council for 2021 and he was recently appointed to the
board of the College of Engineering Alumni Assn. Jamie
Hintlian, ME ’85, MBA ’86, is currently president of CEAA,
and Jonathan Poe is an emeritus member of that board.
Let your classmates know about events and milestones
in your life (https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/). v
Mark Fernau, mef29@cornell.edu; Nina Kondo, nmk22
@cornell.edu; Doug Skalka, dskalka@npmlaw.com.
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How times change. The last column I wrote was
right after Red Hot Hockey, where 10,000plus fans cheered at Madison Square Garden. Who
knows when that will happen next? We have good and
also challenging news this time. Everyone below would
love to hear from old friends! Let’s all make a special
effort to connect.
Linda Lovero-Waterhouse (lindalw03@gmail.com)
has been adapting to COVID. She taught her mother and
aunt to use Zoom to celebrate their birthdays virtually
with family. With vacations canceled, Linda discovered
wonderful parks and campgrounds for weekend trips
locally in Delaware/Pennsylvania. When Linda wrote,
her oldest daughter, Amy, was planning a COVID-style
wedding, different than the original plan but still a festive
occasion! Her youngest, Stephanie, is attending Ramapo
U. virtually for senior year; last summer, she was one of
the lucky ones whose internship wasn’t canceled, working remotely in the data modeling department of UPS.
Work-wise, Linda Waterhouse Consulting has helped
Cynthia Lewis Cummings ’75 create a website for her
three Head Start preschools—”and I continue to coach
professionals on how to use LinkedIn for prospecting and
lead generation and to replace face-to-face networking.”
Great to hear from Tom “T.O.” Owens, ME ’84, MBA
’01 (tjo9@cornell.edu). General Owens is still serving in
the New York Air National Guard. Tom and wife Karen are

very proud of their two sons: Thomas ’15, BS ’14, also a
pilot and now a captain in the NYANG with Dad’s old unit
in Syracuse, and, Riley ’17, creating music and working
for a Cornellian-run digital music company in California.
“Karen and I are going on the second decade of renovating our Long Island home, a very slow process; too many
paint colors out there!”
Burke Group, a B2B consulting frm founded by Pat
Burke (PBurke@burkegroup.com), is celebrating its 30th
anniversary. Pat is also active in acquiring real estate for
an industrial REIT and owns the largest vermicomposting
manufacturing facility in the US (www.wormpower.net).
“We have worked extensively with CALS on trials and
research on our organic fertilizer that is sold to golf
courses, cannabis cultivators, and greenhouses in the
US, Europe, and Asia.” Pat’s syndicated column, “Outside
Insights,” has appeared in Gannett newspapers and led
to his frst book, Outside Insights: Collected Essays on
Capitalism, Conscience, and Community. His latest book,
Father to Son/Son to Father, was recently released.
Peter Good (pgood@cklegal.net) and wife Laura are a
legal duo.Peter is partner at and president of Pennsylvaniabased law frm Caldwell & Kearns, and he’s recent past
president (2018) of the Dauphin County Bar Assn. (the
fourth largest in the state with 1,500 members). Laura
runs her own legal recruiting business. Their son, Joe,
graduated from Penn State and is at JPMorgan in NYC.
Daughter Sarah graduated from Gettysburg College and
works at PFM, a municipal bond company, in Philadelphia.
Peter is still playing tennis, running, and skiing.Last winter
he hit the Vermont slopes with Dave Lewis. Dave (dm
lewis1000@gmail.com) and Shari have called Westport,
CT, home since 2004, save three wonderful years in
London in 2013-16. Dave is SVP direct marketing with
Chubb in NYC. Shari works in marketing consulting. Their
oldest, Jake,works with Chubb in Chicago,while daughter
Hannah is with Newell Brands in Hoboken. Still on the
payroll is Beck; after delivering him to U. of Miami for fall
semester, Dave noted, “We hermetically sealed ourselves
in gloves, masks, and goggles for the fight back home.”
Marti Reisman Sheldon (sheldonmr@verizon.net)
spent nearly 39years in the aerospace industry, at Hughes
Aircraft then Boeing. After fnally getting the opportunity
to work on airplane avionics, she was, unfortunately, one
of the 10,000 hit by COVID-related layoffs and is on the
job hunt. Any leads from the Class of ’83 are welcome!
Marti’s mother is in hospice with COVID, and we wish both
well. Marti sendsa big hello to her “brothers” in Alpha Phi
Omega service fraternity. She also has fond memories of
Glee Club and Hangover member Phil Miller, who was
at the Nines when she and her husband, Mark, MS ’85,
met on their frst (blind) date, and was a mutual friend
they always enjoyed seeing at Reunions. Sadly, Phil
passed away in August 2019. Chloe Jones ’20 was
selected to receive this year’s $10,000 Philippus Miller III
Cornell Hotel Society Hotelie for Life Senior Prize, which is
given to the senior class’s “best all-around student . . .
who best demonstrates and embraces what it means to
bea Hotelie for Life.”You can honor Phil and support future
students by visiting www.youneedtomeet.org.
Burt Presberg, MD ’87 (burtonpresberg@aol.com)
practices psychiatry in Oakland, CA. “I work exclusively
with individuals with cancer and their family members.
I’m a rare psychiatrist that focuses on psychotherapy, not
just medications. As for my personal life, I had a tragic
loss in September 2019. My 22-year-old son, Zachary,
was killed in a car accident in rural Iowa, where he was
working for the Elizabeth Warren campaign. My 21-yearold son, Josef, left Vassar when his brother died and
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(thankfully) is living with me.” Burt wonders whether one
of our classmates knows a wonderful single/divorced
woman in the Bay Area. “I’d be happy to be a guinea pig
for the Class of ’83 dating service!”
Eric Messinger (ericmessinger812@gmail.com)
writes, “My wife, Rebecca Tayne ’81, died two years ago.
When COVID-19 frst besieged New York City last March,
my girlfriend and I decided to quarantine together in my
Manhattan apartment. She did not go to Cornell, but we’re
very compatible, and we’ve now agreed that she’s here
to stay. I’m in touch with many Cornellians, including Ken
Balick, David Messinger, MD ’87, Brian Miles, Barry
Schlafstein, Andre Sofair ’82, Tom Allon ’84, Felise
Milan ’84, and Steve Nachman ’84.”
Kudos to Class of ’83 membership co-chair Matt
Palumbo (mpal999@aol.com), who was named to the
Cornell Mosaic Steering Committee. Cornell Mosaic is
an organization of Cornell alumni and friends created to
assist the university in meeting its goal of increasing the
number of diverse alumni engaged with the university.
Send your news to: v Stewart Glickman, stewartglick
man@gmail.com; Kim Todt, krt5@cornell.edu; Jon
Felice, jbfelice@jbfelice.com; or Tom Helf, tomhelf@
aol.com. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
class-notes/.
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Greetings, all! By the time you are reading this,
Ithaca is ending its fall foliage freworks. We
all remember them well! I hope everyone is safe from the
national situation we have all been riding for the better
part of 2020.
I’ll start with very exciting news! Our own Ruby Saake
(CALS) won the Frank H.T. Rhodes Exemplary Alumni
Service Award! This very prestigious award recognizes
alumni who have demonstrated extraordinary service to
Cornell through long-term volunteer activity. The award
was established in 1994 by the Cornell Alumni Assn. with
the endorsement of the Board of Trustees Committee on
Alumni Affairs. Very well-deserved congratulations, Ruby!
Michelle Schaap was recently elected to the leadership team of the New Jersey Women Lawyers Assn.
(NJWLA), an organization dedicated to the advancement
of women in the law. She was sworn in by the Hon. Lois
H. Goodman, US Magistrate Judge for the District of New
Jersey, at an NJWLA virtual installation ceremony on July
1, 2020. The NJWLA is an independent association whose
mission is to advance and retain women in the legal
profession through education and activism, to promote
qualifed women to the highest levels of law frms, government, academic, community, and corporate positions,
and to endorse qualifed female attorneys for appointments to the state and federal judiciary. Another round of
congratulations to Michelle for this great accomplishment!
We also heard from Lisa Jones (lcj702@gmail.com)
and spouse Clarke Mason that she (like many of us, I
would imagine!) is working from home exclusively as a
human resources consultant. Their family in Michigan
and New York City are doing fne. She wishes she could
travel more. One of her joys in life is walking through her
Detroit neighborhood.
José Nieves (yours truly) was inducted as co-trustee
scholar on the Epsilon Pi Tau (EPT) Int’l Honor Society for
Professions in Technology, Delta Phi Chapter at Lord Fairfax
Community College in Warrenton and Middletown, VA. It
truly was a privilege and an exceptional personal experience to have inducted over 20 honor students at the
college. As co-trustee, I am the faculty professor in charge
of the Fauquier (Warrenton) campus. It never ceases to
amaze me how late in life you can achieve honors!

And once more, I bid you all “¡Hasta luego!” (“See you
later!”) until our next CAM column. Remember: The more
news I get, the better this column will be! So don’t
hesitate to send news to: v José Nieves, jmn12@
cornell.edu.
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Hello, fellow Cornellians! Things may be crazy
in this world, but we still keep moving forward.
One step at a time, one day at a time. Many of us may
be working from home, furloughed, or doing something
completely different. Some may have continued to work

We are screened as we enter and exit the community. We
are tested for COVID bi-monthly (used to be weekly),
we don’t have communal dining anymore, and we don’t
have communal activities. Yes, we have contained the
virus; we have had a handful of positive tests, but everyone was asymptomatic except a couple, who have recovered. The residents miss their families. They miss their
peers and having social interactions. The staff misses
being able to give hugs to our residents. We miss holding
their hands. Socialization and human touch is vital to our
wellbeing and our mental and emotional health. I’m sure

‘ I’d be happy to be a guinea pig for the
Class of ’83 dating service!’
BURT PRESBERG ’83

but in incredibly different ways. And now, with schools
reopening, Cornell included, many of us may be returning to teaching jobs via Zoom or in-person. We are sending children and maybe grandchildren to school, dropping them at college and hoping that they will be safe.
Our world is very different, but we are still resilient. We.
Are. Cornellians.
Jim Joseph has a new book out, The Conscious Mar
keter: Inspiring a Deeper and More Conscious Brand
Experience. In his book, he “breaks down the new consciousness that’s required in marketing today and shows
how brands can take a stand on social and political
issues authentically and purposefully.” Jim is a bestselling author and has been described as one of the industry’s most engaging and entertaining commentators.
Alejandro Badia (www.drbadia.com) has published a
book called Healthcare from the Trenches; it explores
many of the barriers to healthcare from both the doctor
and patient perspective.
Jonathan Miller, a criminal defense attorney, writes,
“Through my state contract I traveled as much as 6,000
miles a month to the courthouses of New Mexico. I wrote
several novels based on my travels and started to pursue photography. Now, I’m getting used to doing all my
hearings by phone and Google Meet and taking photos
around Albuquerque.” Leigh Polk Cole and husband
Christopher’s son started work at Cornell in January
2020 as the assistant coach for the Cornell men’s soccer
team! She writes, “It is wonderful to experience Cornell
and Ithaca through his fresh perspective. He loves it!
We’re looking forward to the return of NCAA competition.
Go Big Red!”
Deborah Schondorf Novick writes, “With exquisite
timing, I left my job as a director of BioInc@NYMC, an
incubator for life sciences startups, on February 28, joining the Westchester County Dept. of Economic Development on March 2—just in time to be part of the COVID-19
emergency response team. It is great to be able to contribute during this public health crisis while also working
to enhance entrepreneurship and innovation here in the
county.” Paula Julis Koskinen and her husband, Ron,
wish “congratulations to the Class of 2020, who have
proved that they are resilient and adaptable. We are proud
of our son, Brandon Koskinen ’20, who graduated with
a BS in Mechanical Engineering.”
I hope and pray that all reading this are healthy and
so are your friends and family. These are diffcult times. I
work in a skilled nursing and assisted living community.

you have felt it too. We are social beings. This virus is
killing people even if they never contract it. I hope that this
ends soon, and I hope that we don’t lose any more loved
ones. Please be safe, and take care of one another. v
Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett, cornett0667@comcast.net.
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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I fnd it hard to believe that four months have
passed since I wrote my last column and still
the pandemic appears to have no end. When this ends,
I look forward to enjoying your company at our Reunion.
Class president Margot Tohn shared a bit of an update
about Reunion as well as her life. As of August 2020 (when
this column was written), our 35th Reunion in 2021 is a
go! While we don’t know what it will look like, mark your
calendars for June 10-13, 2021 and gather your friends.
Margot relocated her home to Saratoga Springs in Upstate New York on March 15 and she has been going
back to NYC once a month to pick up mail and check on
things. Murray, Margot’s new Sheepadoodle puppy, has
provided much joy (and some frustration) while she works
and visits (safely) with family and friends. She’s keeping
busy watching Netfix, exploring the outdoors and keeping
up with her various Cornell friends. Like many of us she
keeps in touch with friends from freshman year and other
alumni she has met along the way. Margot encourages
all of you to come back to the Hill for Reunion 2021,
where you’ll reconnect with your old classmates and
meet new friends.
Jeff Dunlap has attended many of our Reunions. He
continues to work as an attorney in a Cleveland, OH, law
practice. He is keeping busy there, as VP of the litigation
department, serving on the frm’s management and compensation committees, and serving as mentor to the
young litigators in the frm. Jeff loves teaching young
attorneys, and if he were not actively practicing law he
would likely become an educator. His two children, Erin
and Casey, completed their education and are now sharing an apartment in NYC. Jeff and his wife, Amy, visit them
as often as possible. Jeff longs for late-night snacks from
Louie’s Lunch truck. Hopefully we will be able to offer him
something similar at Reunion.
Shortly before COVID-19 hit the US, Christopher
Allen caught up with classmate Roman Schwartsman
and Karl Kirchner ’85 and Duane Stiller ’84. All are
well, he reported, working and playing hard. Janet Gossman Providakes is living outside of Boston, MA, and
dreaming of retirement. Like many of us, she is not ready
NOVEMBER

Class Notes NovDec20.indd 83

|

DECEMBER

2 02 0

83

10/19/20 1:16 PM

to do so. Janet is a communications specialist for the
Ayer Police Dept., serving the community as she answers
911 calls. I can imagine that being a very stressful job,
especially now, but Janet wrote she fnds satisfaction in
individual cases, like hearing a baby cry after the parents
called about their choking infant. Thanks for what you
do, Janet!
Andrea Wheeler and I have been friends since we
were freshmen living in Low Rise 9 on North Campus.
She has been living for the last 23 years in the Willow

Hotelie education! I am busy playing USTA tennis on a
team in Simsbury, which has allowed me to travel to many
different tennis clubs in the Northeast.” Lauren Spergel
Blumenfeld, MS ’92, recently dropped her son off at
Cornell, where he is studying computer science in the
College of Engineering. He is living off-campus at the
Sigma Alpha Mu fraternity.
Frederick Barber is CEO of ResponseAI, a market
research technology startup based in Prague, Czech
Republic, with offces in Dallas and Tokyo. He was trav-

‘ Our close-knit neighborhood has
been a blessing during this time.’
BRINDA GOVINDAN ’89

Glen neighborhood of San Jose and is now working as
intellectual property manager for a tech company in San
Francisco; she stressed that she is a patent agent, not
an attorney. Andrea is the proud mother of two sons who
have graduated from college and are fully employed, living in their own apartments. She has taught intellectual
property law and patent law in the paralegal program at
West Valley College for the past fve years. Like all educators, last spring was quite a shock, especially since one
class she taught is typically very hands-on in a computer
lab, but she and her students evolved as needed. Andrea
admired her students: one fnished a full load of classes
sitting in the parking lot outside a Starbucks, and two
did it sitting in closets hiding from young children at
home. Andrea is excited to teach online and is actively
preparing to do so. By taking advantage of online resources (and not having to drive to/from campus) she can
open classes up to many more students. She has been
spending much of her free time hiking in the Bay Area,
Northern California, and beyond. A beneft of the quarantine is that her oldest son has been forced to spend
his free time with her and they have hiked together almost
every weekend. I encourage you to look at her hiking pics
on Instagram at “theotherjustasfair.”
As you peruse this issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine,
I hope you are becoming increasingly enthusiastic about
our Reunion in mid-2021. Like me, I am sure you are
excited to be anywhere other than where you are—but
being in Ithaca will be even better. v Toby Goldsmith,
toby.goldsmith@gmail.com; Lori Wagner, loriwagner
86@gmail.com; Michael Wagner, mwagner123@
gmail.com. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
class-notes/.

87

Way back in February, when I wrote and submitted my May/June column, I don’t think any
of us could have imagined that we were heading into a
pandemic and that we would be quarantining for months.
Many plans were put on hold or canceled, and we had to
reimagine our new normal. Working from home, schooling
from home, eating at home . . . not exactly the environment for the usual happy class news. But I do hope you
are healthy and perhaps found time to bond with your
family, learn a new skill, or partake in some pleasurable
activity. Here’s what classmates have shared.
Allison Passer Ostern wrote, “After raising our two
sons, ages 18 and 21, I went back to the corporate world
as a meeting planner for Cigna in Bloomfeld, CT. A lot
has changed, but I am really enjoying it and using my
84

eling to Europe routinely until February, when everything
locked down. Fred is also the chairman of the board for
Chesterton House, the Christian study center at Cornell,
and was on campus last fall for the 20th anniversary of
the center and dedication of their women’s residential
facility on the Knoll. He gets together with Francisco
Arroyo, who lived down the hall from him in Cascadilla
freshman year, routinely. Francisco is in enterprise sales
with Tibco in Dallas. Fred’s old roommate John Van
Gelder cashed out of Palo Alto and moved to Ann Arbor,
where he works in automotive technology now and his
wife converted their historic home’s carriage house into
a bed and breakfast. Nanci Swartz O’Connell was able
to fnalize the purchase of her new house in Panama
and get the deed recorded, even though she was unable
to travel back down there due to the pandemic.
I received several reports that Dave Roberts has
returned to Cornell as a professor in the Hotel school
after retiring from a long career at Marriott Int’l. He has
previously been an adjunct professor and has lectured
many times at Cornell. He also has a daughter that graduated from Cornell in 2017. HBO’s new series, “Lovecraft
Country,” which is premiering as I write this, is based on
the book of the same name by our classmate Matt Ruff;
he also wrote Fool on the Hill.
My husband and I recently had a socially distanced
get-together with Bill Meyers and his wife, Carol. While I
didn’t know Bill very well during our time at Cornell, though
we grew up ten minutes away from each other, his wife
was my children’s pre-school teacher many years ago and
then we served on a board together. Just goes to show,
it’s never too late to make friends with a classmate!
Please be sure to send us your news via a news form
or by e-mailing any of us at the following: v Whitney
Weinstein Goodman, wwg5@cornell.edu; Liz Brown,
etb29@cornell.edu; Lisa Griffin, lag77@cornell.edu.
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Hello, Class of ’88! Lynn Berni here, and this
is my frst column, so I guess I’ll start with a
quick update on me. I’m currently living in Salt Lake City,
UT, with my “sig o,” and we’ve been out here since 2008.
We’re loving the outdoor life and also puttering around
the garden. I work as a watershed planner with Salt Lake
County and lately I’ve really been enjoying working from
home full time, which is a frst for me. Who knew? Now,
on to more interesting tidings.
It was great catching up with Chris Saxman (mcsax
man@gmail.com) in August to learn more about CirrusMD,
the telemedicine company he’s been building over the last

six years. As a self-described serial entrepreneur and
the frst non-founder to join, Chris helped the founders
develop a business model that provides access to care
without the barriers we all typically experience while
enabling doctors to get paid, which had historically been
the problem with telemedicine. Members can speak
with world-class ER doctors in less than 60 seconds via
text. On the fip side, doctors can easily stay in touch
with their patients for follow-up and further evaluation.
CirrusMD’s primarily text-based telemedicine is rather
unique (compared to more typical use of video and
phone), and it allows doctors to pose short yes/no questions to more quickly and effciently diagnose a patient’s
condition. Turns out ER doctors make really good textbased telemedicine doctors because they’re used to
handling medical situations quickly and effciently with
limited information.
“ER docs are the entrepreneurs of the medical world,”
Chris explained.“They deal with whatever comes their way,
and they are well versed in the differential diagnostic
process, where you ask a series of questions and assess
with a decision tree.” Of course, COVID-19 changed everything,“and now everyone is doing telemedicine,”henoted,
“but Cirrus has a model that just might transcend COVID
and help to transform telemedicine. We are expanding
beyond our initial focus on acute care.” For Chris, the real
challenge in healthcare is fguring out “how we can do
things differently to take full advantage of all the digital
technologies in healthcare that have been developed over
the last 25 years of the digital age for other industries.”
When he’s not rethinking how to deliver basic healthcare,
Chris is enjoying life in Louisville, CO, with his wife and
daughter, who is really excited to be starting kindergarten. As we were chatting, Chris was simmering a big
batch of meatballs in homemade sauce from farmers
market tomatoes. They were heading out (down the
cul-de-sac) to a potluck with their extended family of
neighborhood friends. He also enjoys climbing up the
occasional glacier. Nice!
In June, Victor Seidel enjoyed the Cornell Club of
Boston’s frst-ever online Cornell trivia night, co-hosted
in part by fellow engineer Lori Bianco Orr. Going into the
event, Victor felt that the stories passed down to him as
the tenth Cornellian across three generations in his family might come in handy. He did indeed “squeak out a
victory” and shared the podium with fellow Big Red Band
alumnus Heidi Lane ’85. “It was a great evening,” he
noted, “and all who joined learned a few more fun facts
about our university.”
Elizabeth Marshall Lebl (lizlebl160@comcast.net)
shared that she really enjoyed the Class of ’88 Zoom
gathering in April and said, “We haven’t changed a bit!”
She is loving spending extra time at home with her husband and two teenage daughters and is cooking more
than ever before.Her family planted a big garden with over
20 different vegetables,which has also been enjoyed by
the resident owls, foxes, and bears (oh my!) in Ridgefeld,
CT. Fending off those unwanted garden visitors sounds
like a memorable bonding experience for the whole family. Elizabeth also keeps busy asaclient service consultant
with Information Resources Inc. and she’s looking forward
to traveling again. Lisa Widmier (lwidmier@vantage
pointe.com) checked in to let us know she is head of senior
housing investment banking and brokerage in the US
with CBRE Capital Advisors.
Please get in touch and let us know how you’re doing.
Big news, small news, we want to hear it all. You can share
your updates at https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/
or send any of us an e-mail. Thanks! v Lynn Berni,
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smartymc66-cornell@yahoo.com; Debbie Kaplan
Gershenson, dkgershe@gmail.com; Aliza Stein Angelchik, aangelchik@sonorusbrand.com.
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I hope you and your family and friends are
safe, healthy, and doing well. I am writing this
in August, which is still in the midst of the coronavirus
pandemic with so much uncertainty about how schools
and colleges will reopen and when life will get back to
“normal.” I was, unfortunately, one of the many without
power from Hurricane Isaias (I live on Long Island, NY,
and we were out for four and a half days, though many
were out for much longer). Being without power is always
tough, but it was much harder during the pandemic. As
you’re reading this, you’re probably getting ready for the
holidays; hopefully they will be in-person and not virtual
via Zoom, but who knows. I’m not making a prediction
here! We are short on news, so please take a minute when
you’re done reading and e-mail us (e-mail addresses are
at the bottom of this column) or fll out a news form online
at https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. Our column is
only as good (and as long) as the news we have. Thanks!
Now, on to the news we received. Brinda Govindan
writes, “I have been teaching in the biology department
at San Francisco State U. for the past 20 years and plan
to continue for many more years in whatever format lies
ahead. The move to online teaching was sudden (March
11), and coordinating the transition of undergraduate
microbiology laboratory classes and lectures to a virtual format has been intense, creative, and challenging!”
During her quarantine in Palo Alto, Brinda said, “Everyone
is working from home and we are enjoying our vegetable
garden and taking long walks in the neighborhood or by
the San Francisco Bay. Our close-knit neighborhood has
been a blessing during this time. We are happy to have
our son home with us during shelter-in-place (he graduated from Wesleyan in December).”
Rob Ceske reports that he and wife Karen (Diulio)
’92 have been enjoying being Cornell parents for the
past four years. Their daughter, Marie ’20, recently graduated from Arts & Sciences and they are looking forward
to celebrating the Class of 2020 in Ithaca next June.
Their son, John ’23, is a sophomore in CALS, so they have
three more years of visiting. Others who will be enjoying
Cornell and Ithaca for the next four years include Jill
Ruderman Sandford, who wrote, “I am so excited that
my son, Tommy, will be joining the Cornell Class of 2024
in Arts & Sciences. He will be a third-generation Cornellian.” Heather Borden Herve’s son, Maden ’24, is also
a frst year at Cornell Dyson.
Debbie Skolnik’s older daughter, Clara ’22, is a
junior at Cornell in the ILR school. Her younger daughter,
Genie, is a senior in high school in the midst of the great
college search. Debbie’s husband, T.P. Enders ’90, ME
’96, is busy at his job in fnance in NYC. Debbie is a
freelance writer and editor as well as a college essay
consultant. She also teaches essay writing to children
through a local learning center, which she says she loves
doing. Debbie notes she is proud to have been elected
to her town’s school board nominating committee. She
is also on the advisory committee for the Scarsdale Adult
School, helping to brainstorm exciting new offerings for
its students. “So life is happy and busy,” she adds, “but
I’ll confess it’s a rare month when I don’t have a dream
that I’m back on the Hill! (Usually in these dreams I’m
about to have a French exam, but I’ve forgotten to attend
class all semester.) I’m longing and yearning, and always
returning.” She gets her friend fx through regular phone
calls (during this strange time of social distancing) with

Dana Post Adler, Maddy Eckstein Schiering, and
Suzette Simon Rubinstein ’86.
David Harap texted his news. He’s living in Austin,
TX, and has a new, expanded role as regional VP North
America for executive search frm Stanton Chase. He is
responsible for running the largest region for one of the
largest global frms.
Cathy Taylor writes, “After working at Tulane U. School
of Public Health and living in New Orleans, LA, for the
past 15 years, I decided to move back home to Boston,
MA. I moved in June 2020 and began my position on July
1 as a professor at Boston College School of Social Work.
You can check out details about my work and new position
at https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/ssw/
faculty-research/faculty-directory/catherine-taylor.html.
Though the timing of my move has been a bit of a challenge (!), I’m really excited to be back in the Northeast
and looking forward to reconnecting with old friends
and alums in the area.”
Dana Post Adler shared that she has been appointed
as the new North American chairman of the Ethiopian
National Project (ENP). The ENP is a shared initiative
between the government of Israel, global supporters, and
the Ethiopian-Israeli community, created by the Jewish
Federations of North America as the Jewish communities’
arm to address the needs of the Ethiopian-Israeli community. Dana recently completed a Master of Arts degree
in human rights studies at Columbia U. with a concentration on the Middle East.
Well, that’s all the news for this column. Please send
us an update about you, your family, and classmates.
Stay well and healthy! And Happy Holidays! v Stephanie Bloom Avidon, savidon1@hotmail.com; Kristina
Borovicka Gerig, kgerig@columbus.rr.com; Anne Czaplinski Treadwell, ac98@cornell.edu; Lauren Kidder
McGarry, laurenkiddermcgarry@gmail.com.
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At this time fve years ago, I was writing to you
about the exploits of several of our classmates
who had made it to Reunion. Alas, this year turned out to
have a few surprises in store for us that forced a lot of us
to change our plans, beyond those involving Reunion.
Marianne Ruane, for example, writes to us from Philadelphia, where she was working as a tour guide for her
company, Travel Echoes LLC, when COVID-19 broke out.
Her last tour before lockdown was in mid-March, although
the end of the summer saw the community start to open
up, which is a prerequisite for tourists. “In the meantime,
I have been offering daily live meditations on my Facebook
page, ‘Marianne Ruane RScP - Spiritual Practitioner.’ Meditation was a big part of my training beginning in 2014,
and I became licensed in 2017. I felt it was something I
could offer to others while keeping myself grounded—and
accountable!” Anyone interested can check out her Facebook (some spiritual) or YouTube (mostly secular) pages.
Also keeping us up to date on employment news,
Bernadette Rogan Reilly wrote in that she’s working in
Richmond, VA, selling new townhomes and condos. Meanwhile, in Vermont, Julie Smith, DVM ’94, PhD ’02, is
working “the land grant trifecta—teaching, research, and
outreach with the Dept. of Animal Veterinary Sciences at
the U. of Vermont.” Her son’s many activities have kept
her on the go, and when the country isn’t on lockdown,
she fnds the most satisfaction traveling with her family.
With regard to favorite experiences during her days on the
Hill, she fondly recalls a “Cornell Dining ‘World Tour,’”
hitting fve dining halls in two hours with friends. Who even
knew such a thing was possible? Belated congratulations
go out to John and Carolyn Rudick, who got married in

2018. John reports that he’s a busy guy, “just being busy,
period,” but the most satisfaction in his life these days is
“being with Carolyn.” Here’s hoping they managed to fnd
some together time these past few months!
I recently caught up with Marshall Kohen, who was
among those Reunion attendees I had mentioned in my
column fve years ago. Marshall says that once COVID-19
struck, he and his wife went on mandatory work-fromhome for their federal government jobs. “My wife enjoys
it more than I, but I appreciate not having two hours of
commute daily. We’ve been pretty fastidious, having grocery food delivered and usually only leaving the house
to walk our dog or go for a drive. Both our kids are home.
Our son graduated from Clemson about a year ago, is
working full time, and was getting ready to move out when
the virus hit. Our daughter has had it harder—this past
spring was her senior year of high school, so many of her
‘lasts’ were canceled. No prom, no fnal choir concert, etc.
Over the past fve years, I’ve been in the same job, as a
senior technical advisor with the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission. At the same time, I’ve continued my volunteer job as director/accompanist for my synagogue’s
adult choir. And, if that weren’t enough, I’m about to
complete a two-year stint as president of the congregation’s board. Until a few months ago, it was a joyous time
to be in leadership, especially given that the congregation celebrated its 50th anniversary this year. In fact, I’d
composed a fve-movement cantata for voice, piano,
and strings that we were to perform mid-May. Obviously,
that didn’t happen.”
Another classmate who has made several past Reunions, Cameron Winey writes to tell us about his family’s
COVID-19 experience from the opposite coast. “Given all
that is going on, we’ve been very fortunate. We live in a
suburb east of the San Francisco Bay Area. My daughter
had her ‘online’ graduation from eighth grade. I’m working
for a utility now (my wife has for 20 years) and we are both
still employed and able to work remotely. We were planning on going to Reunion, as was my brother (he is Class
of ’85), and are disappointed, but I am hopeful for a
trip in the future.”
On that hopeful note, let me close the same way I did
in my previous column: from all of us to all of you, best
wishes for good health and well-being as we navigate
through these uncertain times. How was your 2020?
Please feel free to drop us a line with your news for the
class column. v Allan Rousselle, agr2@cornell.edu;
Rose Tanasugarn, nt28@cornell.edu.
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Greetings, fellow classmates, and I hope this
holiday season fnds you happy, healthy, and
safe. We didn’t have any updates this round, so I’m taking
the opportunity to personally ask you to send us some
news! Pandemic stories, murder hornet sightings, whatever you have we’d like to hear it and share it. Take care,
everyone! v Wendy Milks Coburn, wmilkscoburn@me.
com; Lori Woodring, lori.woodring@yahoo.com; Joe
Marraccino, Joe.Marraccino@wfafnet.com; J. Tim
Vanini, lavanooche@icloud.com. Online news form,
http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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Greetings, classmates! Even though 2020 is
continuing to be challenging in ways we never
would have expected for ourselves and our families,
friends, and neighbors, let’s take a moment to share with
each other our successes, strides, and maybe new skills
that we didn’t know we had (or ones that we thought were
long gone)! Like many of you, I am juggling working, parenting, and caretaking—I even brushed up on my physics
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while my kids were remote schooling. I must say, I was a
bit rustier than I had expected! So, Class of ’92ers, send
us your news and stories as we look forward with anticipation and optimism to 2021! Stay safe and stay healthy.
We look forward to hearing from you! v Lois Duffy
Castellano, LKD2@cornell.edu; Jean Kintisch, jmk226
@cornell.edu.
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Greetings, all. Wishing you and yours health,
safety, and sanity as we adjust to more time
at home and with our loved ones. We are constantly reminded of the importance of things previously taken for
granted: a walk outside, our kids’ education, a home
offce, technology, how and where to get a haircut, and
our virtual backgrounds on a videoconference, just to
name a few. Thank you to our classmates for checking in
during these challenging times and sharing their experiences and memories.
Amanda Cramer, who is married to Mauricio Marchant, writes us from Paso Robles, CA, where she enjoys
spending time talking with her two sons. In addition to
parenting, Amanda works seasonal jobs preparing tax
returns and at the wine-grape harvest. In addition, she
runs a garage, storage-unit, whole house, and business
organizing company known as Two Moms to the Rescue
(www.twomomstotherescue.com). Amanda misses the
healthy food at Moosewood, to which she was introduced early on as a Cornell freshman. She dreams of
living in a solar-powered tiny house with a garden and
composting toilet.
We are delighted to hear from Paul Medeiros in New
Bedford, MA. Paul has spent the last year working with
the stewards of the Trustees of Reservations (www.the
trustees.org), which works to protect roughly 27,000
acres of 100 special places in Massachusetts. Some of
the properties Paul worked at include the Cornell Farm,
a 19th-century farm that was converted to a park and
hiking trails. Paul was a visiting scholar with Boston College and gave scholarly lectures on the Harvard campus,
on the Boston College campus, and at New Bedford’s
whaling history museum.
Brendan McCann in Red Hook, NY, checks in to let
us know that he is enjoying quality time at home and
outdoor activities with spouse Yumi and children while he
provides English-to-Japanese translations. Brendan looks
forward to rescheduling his visit to Cornell with his oldest
child, who is a high school junior. With time at home to
reminisce about college years, Brendan shares his fond
memories of working at Robert Purcell Dining.
Staying in touch is all the more important while we are
physically separated from one another. Be well and safe.
Please drop any of us a line at: v Mia Blackler, mia
blackler@yahoo.com; Theresa Flores, taf6@cornell.edu;
Melissa Hart Moss, melimoss@yahoo.com.
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Hi, everyone. I hope this note reaches you well
and in good health! It certainly has been a
year like no other, but I know how creative, optimistic,
hopeful, and resilient my fellow ’94 classmates can be
and would love to see some of your stories of how you
and your family have been making lemonade out of
lemons this past year! Don’t be a stranger to me and the
other class correspondents. Note our contact information
below and drop us a line!
My family and I have made the most of our time at
home together. Luckily, we each have our own rooms to
work from (although my home offce has now been commandeered by my husband, Michael Marchant); luckily, I’m handy with an Allen wrench and was able to build
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myself a new computer desk to work on in our guest
room!). We got very profcient at baking, cooking in our
Instant Pot, and doing puzzles in our dining room. We also
reconnected via HouseParty, FaceTime, and Zoom with
old friends near and far. Michael connects regularly with
Ted Lynch (Chatham, NJ), Louis Ramos (Vienna, VA),
Marc Gallagher (Sudbury, MA), and Sunil Srivastava
(Shaker Heights, OH), and I participated in an Alpha
Phi Zoom reunion along with fellow ’94 alums Dineen
Pashoukos Wasylik, Jennifer Parsons Nussbaum,
Jeanne Ramage Rentezelas, Melissa Unemori Hampe,
and Diane Pena, as well as Pippa Loengard-Almond
’93, Sheri Rabiner-Gordon ’93, Lynn Feigenbaum
Neri ’92, Amy Sachs Yam ’92, DVM ’98, Michelle Lee
’93, and Debbie Feinstein ’92. Once the weather got
better, we did walk away from our screens in order to
venture out of New Jersey for two road trips. In July,
we drove down to South Carolina (yes, it was a hotspot
state and yes, we did quarantine for two weeks after!)
to visit some family and walked some college campuses
on the drive back up (my daughter is a high school junior
so it’s that time!). Then in August we drove north and
spent some time in Lake Placid (of course not as nice
as the Finger Lakes but fun to visit some of the Olympic
sites). Now we are gearing up for fall sports to (hopefully) kick off and remote schooling to resume.
Throughout the coronavirus pandemic, I’ve been so
impressed with the content I have been seeing from
Cornell via e-mail and social media. And our alumni class
offcers have been contributing as well. Here’s a brief
“hello” from our class president, Michael Rapolas, on
behalf of the class council: “We would like to take this
opportunity in these trying times to express sympathy and
foster community based on our shared Cornell experience. We hope you and yours are safe and healthy. The
coronavirus pandemic has abruptly changed the way we
live in dramatic ways and many are feeling a sense of
uncertainty about the future. In challenging times, a
linkage to familiar places and experiences can act as a
balm. As part of this, Cornell has produced and hosted
webinars that were free for alumni, offered virtual summer programs for adults and teens, and created virtual
events like StayHomecoming this past October and
monthly Cornelliana classes with Corey Ryan Earle ’07
via Zoom.
“As your president, my hope is that we will be able
to get back to a sense of normalcy sometime in the near
future, and we can perhaps have some in-person class
events prior to our 30th Reunion in 2024. It was also
very nice to recently hear of the reopening of Collegetown
Bagels across the street in Sheldon Court, where the
owners incorporated parts from both the old location as
well as from Rulloff’s. I look forward to hearing from more
of you in the future and am wishing the best of health
to all our classmates and your families!”
Hopefully all of you are members of our Cornell
University Class of 1994 group on Facebook as well! If
not, and you can’t fnd it in Facebook Groups, please send
me an e-mail and I will connect you. Best wishes for a
happy and healthy holiday season. v Jennifer Rabin
Marchant, jar1229@yahoo.com; Dika Lam, dikaweb
@yahoo.com; Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik, dmp5@
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.
edu/class-notes/.
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You thought our 25th Reunion was over?
Guess again! Not only do we now (hopefully!)
have the chance for a “do over” in Ithaca June 10-13,
2021, but we are going to keep the Reunion momentum

rolling all year long! With so many virtual Reunions happening, I’ll be using the column to share news of classmates who’ve attended these gatherings. If you have had
such a get-together, please e-mail me so I can include
your news too!
The frst one I attended was on May 22 for classmates
who’d lived (or practically lived) on third foor Donlon
freshman year. Blythe Westbrook Kazmierczak, a principal at BlytheTalent in Grand Rapids, MI, was our lovely
hostess and had no hesitation in changing our Zoom
names to our college nicknames! As such, we were graced
by the presence of Agnes “of God” Varga Wells, an unemployment insurance program specialist at the US
Dept. of Labor in Washington, DC; Chris “Ziggy” Ziegler
in Richmond, VA; Sanjoy “Biz” Biswas, at GlaxoSmithKline
outside Philadelphia, PA; Mike “Scorch” Skorich, at BB&T
in North Carolina; Denis “Bo” Ford, from Seattle, WA; Jim
“Skoaly” Miskell ’97, from Atlanta, GA; and Alan “Boss”
Deuel, in Upstate New York. Also joining us on the call
were Deborah D’Aleo Peter, who works for TravelZoo
and lives in Stroudsburg, PA; Jim Whitaker, who lives in
Toronto; Dominic Vu Nguyen, an engineer at Intel Corp.
and certifed trainer/owner of Ninja Vu PDX in Portland,
OR; Chris Golgert, in Dallas, TX; Brad Bender, VP at
Google in the San Francisco Bay Area; Danny Wynne,
who lives outside Chicago, IL; Joseph Capuano; Nell
Maloney Patel; and Christian Cespedes. It was great
seeing so many freshman-year friends, and I’m hopeful
to see you all again in person next June!
Another group I hope to see consists of my Tri Delta
sorority sisters, who convened for a Zoom call on June 4.
On this call were Anne Catlin Johnson, a Colonel in the
US Air Force Reserve in Colorado Springs; Karen Young
Anderson, a doctor with Kaiser Permanente in Denver,
CO; Kimberly Miller Beres from Scottsdale, AZ; Patrice
Winter Rousell, at Unify Consulting in Seattle, WA; Susan
Minch Starnes, at Think Forward Consulting in Richmond,
VA; Cecily Tatibouet Nisbet, director of development
at UNC Wesley Campus Ministry in Durham, NC; Lisa
Fried, a lawyer in Manhattan; Ann Roberts, a pediatrician
at Valley Young People’s Clinic in Spokane, WA; Alison
DePiero Butler, director of member engagement at the
Council of Industry in Newburgh, NY; Molly Siegel, a
dentist in Yardley, PA; Lecia Van Dam Sequist, a doctor
in the suburbs of Boston, MA; Aimee Seungdamrong,
a reproductive endocrinologist at Kindbody and clinical
assistant professor at Rutgers New Jersey Medical School;
Vlada Gloria Furmanova in Ohio; and Beth Camesano
Hua, director and COO at Deutsche Bank in NYC.
While in the “speed breakout” session during our
actual virtual Cornell Reunion the next day, I reconnected
with Jeremy Zhu, who shared that his new son, Andrew,
was born on January 30. “My wife, Sora, and I have a
2.5-year-old daughter, Audrey. Audrey has been a good
traveler—we have taken her to six different countries and
all over the US in the last two years. Andrew got the short
end of the stick since birth with the shutdown. I moved to
Los Angeles in 2000 and have been running an investment
partnership here since 2007. I keep in frequent touch with
a few Cornellians in Southern California and New York:
Eric Hedman, Jon Ho, and Elaine Chang Lu. Everyone
is doing well. Zoom was a great idea. I look forward to
seeing everyone more often (in person or virtually).”
In other news, I received this e-mail update from Stephen Church (schurch32@gmail.com): “In February, I
took on the position of country director for Peace Corps
in Peru, which took my wife, Katy, and me from Quito,
Ecuador, to Lima, Peru. About a month later, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, all Peace Corps volunteers around
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the world were evacuated back to the US. Now I fnd
myself leading the Peace Corps-Peru team remotely from
an Airbnb outside of Ithaca.” The Finger Lakes location
makes sense since Stephen’s son, Joshua ’23, fnished
his frst year at Cornell in the College of Engineering in
May, and the family is grateful to also be spending these
challenging times near Stephen’s parents, Richard ’64
and Joyce Payne Church ’64. Jeff Diener (dienerjd@
gmail.com) also wrote in that he has “been trying to focus
on the silver linings of the pandemic. While I wouldn’t
wish it would come this way, this has been a once-in-alifetime opportunity for me to work from home with the
kids nearby doing their schoolwork. They’re wondering
why I know so much about what’s going on at school.
Social distancing has included a frequent sunrise
paddleboard session.”
A fnal thought on the pandemic comes by way of
Madrid, Spain, where Katherine Vega Stultz was living
earlier this year. Back in New Jersey as of early August,
her Facebook posts on life abroad were enlightening and
helpful as we tried to navigate this strange new reality
in the US. In Madrid, she shared news of a strict lockdown since March while living in an apartment, which
her family was unable to leave for six weeks, other than
to walk their dog. In late April, Kathy wrote that her family was focused “on being good to ourselves and our
community. We enjoy the small things and try not to get
too heated to the local things we clearly do not fully
understand. Even with masks on, you can feel people
smiling more. Continue to stay well, stay healthy, and be
patient; no one wants that surge or crisis to take over us
again, and if you are not over the hump yet, know that
what you are doing will help. Be patient with those numbers, be patient with yourself, and most importantly
share kindness.” A very important message for us all.
Stay safe and connected, friends. v Alison Torrillo
French, amt7@cornell.edu. Class website, http://class
of95.alumni.cornell.edu. Class Facebook page, http://
bit.ly/CU95FB. Online news form, http://www.alumni.
cornell.edu/class-news/.
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Congratulations to Jun Oh as he continues his
rise in the entertainment world. Via a promotion to president of global business and legal affairs at
Skydance Media, he has gained responsibility for the
company’s television and animation offerings. He will
now run all business and legal affairs on a global basis
related to the development, production, and distribution
of Skydance’s core content divisions. President and COO
Jesse Sisgold said, “Jun has proven quickly that he is
an extraordinary executive and dealmaker and is incredibly deserving of this expanded role.” As Jun continues
to provide content for us to enjoy, we are proud he is
enjoying success!
Jennifer Saak is blazing a trail as well, as the founder
and managing director of Traliance (www.traliance.com),
a consulting frm focused on international trade compliance services for technology companies and research
institutions. She has two daughters in middle school and
lives in the Boston metro area.
After 22 years in the federal government, Maggie
Berman Ewell has moved over to academia. Now the
associate director for proposal and awards management at George Mason U., she loves being back on a
college campus again! She still has fresh in her mind
what it was like to work the dinner shift at Balch after
her symphony practice. Maggie lives in Springfeld, VA,
with her 13-year-old, Sarah, 11-year-old twins Erin and
Evan, and a new Goldendoodle puppy, who has captured

their hearts. Maggie is actively supporting the sporting
activities of her kids, including Evan’s experiences as a
new ice hockeygoalie.He was excited to watch top-ranked
Cornell preparing to make a run at the 2019 Frozen Four
and is hoping that it happens in the next season!
Finished with one honorable calling,Liz Boll has begun
another. Having retired from the US Air Force in 2017, she
is now teaching high school math and science. She lives
in South Ogden, UT.This fall, her oldest son will be enrolled

Complete Coach (thecompletecoach.org), with a concentration in HR process improvement. In the last year I have
been focused on professional career coaching and job
search consulting. I received my professional coaching
training certifcation last year through Coach Academy
Int’l,an ICF accredited program.Ihave most recently been
coaching virtually, given our current environment. My last
consulting project was with IHG.” Stacey also mentions
she wishes she could return to Cornell soon for a visit with

‘ Quite the sight to see Times Square
completely empty.’
SAM GAO ’98

at college in Utah. Her second son is considering Cornell
among his college choices. Liz also remembers Balch
dining but as a customer of many delicious all-you-can-eat
buffet dinners. If she didn’t have lab, she was there! While
she wishes there was more left over for outdoor activities,
she’s devoting her time to her children, her husband, Mike,
and making a difference for others. Thank you, Liz!
We are also thankful for the heroes in our class like
Audrey Kleinsmith Storm who are fghting today’s war
on COVID-19. As vice president of a construction company,Audrey’s work is considered essential, so she reports
to the offce fve days a week, while the majority of her
feld employees work at a local hospital to ensure they
have the necessary air scrubbers and isolation rooms
available for patients in need. Audrey lives in Charlottesville, VA, with husband David, who can work from home,
so he is handling daily childcare duties. In her free time,
Audrey is actively volunteering with the local BSA. Their
Cub Scout pack quickly went beyond virtual meetings to
introduce “virtual camping” to be experienced in backyards and basements. With such ready access, Audrey
has been camping more in the past month and a half than
she’d done in the past year and a half! Though her family
is defnitely spending most of their time at home, when
they go out they are careful to keep social distance and
wear masks. Although she’d prefer to be able to meet up
with friends in real life, she loved catching up with about
50 Cornell friends from ’91-98 on an Alpha Phi alumni
Zoom! Overall, Audrey is fnding satisfaction in “the little
things,” whether it’s delivering groceries to her mom and
chatting from a distance, sending notes and awards to
her Cub Scout pack celebrating their achievements, or
simply the screams of laughter as her boys battle each
other with Super Soakers in the yard to let out some
energy. She appreciates that we’re all in this together
and we’re all doing what we can to share our smiles! v
Lee Hendelman, LeeHProHelp@gmail.com.
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What a year 2020 has been! I am certain that
many of us are in quite a different place professionally and/or personally than we expected to be at this
point in the year. As I write this column, Cornell is planning
for students to return to classes in person—who knows
if this will still be the case by the time it is published!
Fellow classmate Stacey Battisti Guith found herself
homeschooling her 7- and 11-year-old kids during the
shelter in place, as I am sure many of us did. She enjoyed
the slower pace at home with kids, her husband, and her
rescued golden mix, Dunkin’. Stacey shares, “I launched
my human resources consulting business in 2010, the

her family. Well, Stacey, read on for more information
about when to come to the Hill!
Looking forward: Our 25th Reunion is less than two
years away! As we begin to think about our (hopefully
in-person) return to Ithaca in 2022, your class council is
hard at work bringing memories, updates, and connections to you on a weekly basis. Starting in 2020, we are
committing to bringing you ’97 Faces, profles of our classmates in each of the 97 weeks leading up to Reunion. So
much has happened to our class, not only in the past year
but also in the years since our graduation. We’ve traveled
the world, started businesses, started families, gone on
to further degrees, and become part of diverse and exciting organizations, projects, and communities. This project
is our way of celebrating our classmates and how far we’ve
come. If you are interested in nominating a classmate, or
yourself, please e-mail us at cornell97faces@gmail.com
for further information on how to participate.
Please keep the updates coming—either for our Faces
project or the column. We want to hear from you! v Sarah
Deardorff Carter, sjd5@cornell.edu; Erica Broennle
Nelson, ejb4@cornell.edu.
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In this time of life with COVID-19, all generations of Cornellians have been called to lead,
to adjust, to do what they can in their various disciplines.
While most of us are trying to fgure out the best way to
reopen, re-enter, restart our daily routines, there is some
solace in knowing that we are not alone. Be safe and stay
well, Class of 1998.
Sam Gao, Commander in the US Navy Medical Corps,
shares, “It was a privilege and an honor to deploy to New
York City in spring 2020 and help [relieve coronavirus
strain on hospitals and ICUs] as much as possible. Big
shout-out to my fellow New Yorkers living and working
together in these crazy times. I went straight from Cayuga’s
waters in 1998, to med school in 2002, to medicine in
2005, to nephrology in 2007, and I never dreamed that
the US Navy would take me . . . to New York City under
siege by an invisible enemy. Quite the sight to see Times
Square completely empty but hope to return soon without my ‘war suit’ (as the kids call the Type 3 uniform) and
enjoy the hustle and bustle of NYC again!”
As we fnd our way during these unprecedented times,
the Class of 1998 remains grateful to all the front-line and
essential workers who continue to do the work of heroes.
Congratulations to US Army Lt. Col. Adam Czekanski,
who graduated from the US Army War College at Carlisle,
PA, with a master’s degree in strategic studies on July
2020. Adam is expected to take command of the
NOVEMBER
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Baltimore district of the US Army Corps of Engineers
in July 2021. He and wife Wendi have two children,
Annabelle and Nicholas.
Share your news with us! You can fll out the news form
at http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes, or e-mail
me: v Uthica Jinvit Utano, udj1@cornell.edu.
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We always want to hear how you’re doing—
especially in the midst of this pandemic.
Please take a moment to send your news to: v Class of
1999, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St.,
Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu.
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.

I’m sure we aren’t the only ones who could really,
really, really use a vacation. So many of us seem to have
gotten too busy and Vitamin D-defcient this year, and
not just because homeschooling has thrown us for a loop.
Carrie Andrews has checked in from Rochester, NY, to
report that she’s been continuing her mission with NYSUT
to help build strong unions supporting teachers and
school-related professionals in their jobs. In addition to
“successfully supporting my team at work, spending time
with my mom, watching the Democratic primary evolve,
and falling in love” this year, she also completed a “virtual” marathon in mid-August commemorating 100 years
of women’s suffrage. “I met my goal time and am super

‘ Kamillah Knight is the diversity
and inclusion lead for Unilever
North America.’
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By the time you read this column, the swirls
of crisp autumn leaves will have given way to
the crunch of winter white snow.
It has been 20 years since Ithaca’s icy grip has held
my hands, the beauty of its sunsets caught my eyes, or
the mist from falling waters kissed my skin. In 20 years,
I have never been to a single Reunion, for one reason
or another. To be honest, I have not seen a single Cornellian in nearly that same span. 2020 was supposed
to be the year, fnally, that my heart went home. Sadly,
it was not to be.
The stories of so many echo the sentiment that 2020
has been a most challenging year. It has stolen jobs,
homes, hopes, dreams, and, for some, loved ones. Still,
as we turn the page into a new season, we keep the faith.
Faith that, no matter what challenges lay ahead, hope
and love will see us through. So, to my fellow alumni,
keep the faith. And though I don’t know when we will meet
again, know that my thoughts are always with you. You
know where to fnd me. v Denise Williams, ddw7@
cornell.edu.
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A New York Times article shared on social
media by national editor Marc Lacy ’87 last
summer chronicled the coronavirus pandemic’s terrible
economic toll on college towns. “Unemployment in the
Ithaca metropolitan area has soared to 10 percent from
3 percent before the pandemic. Sales tax receipts have
tanked as about $4 million per week in student spending
has disappeared along with Cornell’s students.” How can
we help? One option is to visit Ithaca as soon as life
reopens—and conveniently, we have our 20th Reunion
coming up, June 10-13, 2021!
For our part, my husband (and Boeing India President),
Salil Gupte, and I are making plans to attend Reunion
with our kids on our way from Delhi, India, to Seattle, WA,
for the summer break. Given all the special occasions we
had to miss or drastically downsize during the COVID-19
lockdown, including several canceled vacations, we’re also
hoping to use this weekend to kick off a big fat Greek/
Indian family reunion—convincing our parents and cousins
to rent a lake house with us in the region. Let me know
if you have recommendations; I know several of you (hint
hint, Ali Solomon Mainhart and Erin Colling Cleofe)
have done something similar in the past!
88

excited to be sitting on the couch now,” she shared on
Facebook. Otherwise, she’d love to be doing more square
dancing and reminiscing about the Nines pizza and
Moosewood Restaurant meals.
Also in Rochester, Melissa Hantman Pheterson
turned a draft of a monologue about motherhood into
a one-woman show called Seven Decades Pregnant,
which she was scheduled to perform in September as
part of the KeyBank Rochester Fringe Festival (virtual this
year). She and Joshua helped their son, Samuel, create
a YouTube channel, “Sam the StatMan,” to discuss
baseball analytics and statistics; the intrepid sixth
grader researches and produces each episode, even
flming from the National Baseball Hall of Fame during
a late-summer trip to Cooperstown. Other summer highlights for Melissa, Josh, Sam, and younger sister Abby
included spending time on Seneca Lake (neighbor to
Cayuga’s waters) paddleboarding, kayaking, taking sailing lessons, and celebrating the big 7-0 birthday of Stu
Hantman ’71.
A somber reminder of how important it is to cherish
and seize every opportunity to spend quality time with
our loved ones recently reached us in the form of an
obituary notice for our classmate Erin Kaye Sharp. Our
deepest condolences to her husband, David, PhD ’15,
and their three young children in Happy Valley, OR, and
everyone else who knew and loved her, including all her
former high school English students who shared memories on her Facebook page. As Dave eloquently expressed
in his own comments, “Ten years ago she took a chance
on me, quit her job, and moved up to Cornell while I
worked on my PhD. We lived for each other, and our love
produced three children who will always remember her
as a doting mother whose creativity and talents made
all of us love her more than we thought possible. We lost
a wife, a mom, a chef, a seamstress, a dancer, a martial
artist, a model, an educator, an optimist, a confdant, and
an advocate—a pure and perfect soul the likes of which
are only read about in fairy tales.”
Let’s not let any more time pass without reconnecting
with people we haven’t seen in too long. If you would
like to help plan our 20th Reunion, please e-mail classof
2001_reunion@cornell.edu. And keep in touch by sending your news to me, visiting our website (www.classof
01.alumni.cornell.edu), liking our Facebook page, and

following us on Twitter (@Cornell2001). v Nicole
Neroulias Gupte, NicoleMN6@gmail.com.
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Filmmaker, writer, and producer Ryan Silbert
is the founder of Origin Story Entertainment, a
multi-platform entertainment company with a global focus
on storytelling. He was recently featured on an episode of
“Fresh from the Hill,” a podcast about noteworthy Cornellians. Ryan “uses stories to make sense out of chaos. And
storytelling is not only paramount to his career as a
flmmaker, but it’s a constant in many other facets of his
life. In this episode, you’ll hear Ryan’s story: the feeling
he got when he was accepted to Cornell, the major role
mentoring has played in his life . . . what makes a good
story, and his partnership with Stan Lee on Alliances: A
Trick of Light, an original, frst-of-its-kind audio storytelling
event produced by Amazon’s Audible Studios.” For more
information, go to: https://alumni.cornell.edu/alumni-life/
downloads/podcast/.
I hope this column fnds you well. Please take a moment
to let us know how you are and what’s new in your life.
v Carolyn Deckinger Lang, cmd35@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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Mike Rutenberg wrote to tell us he’s moved
to San Jose, CA, with his 1-year-old to accept
a job as an assistant coach with the San Francisco 49ers.
As you can expect, he is very excited for the opportunity.
We learned from news reports that Mike has been hired
as a passing game specialist on the defensive staff,
where he’s reunited with Robert Saleh, the 49ers defensive coordinator whom Mike worked with on the Jacksonville Jaguars staff. We wish Mike all the best with his
new position.
In this tumultuous time, as we are working from home,
being parents and teachers, and missing our loved ones,
we fnd some comfort in connecting with our classmates.
Thank you for sharing your stories. We look forward to
hearing about the great things our classmates are doing
via news and notes submissions. Until then, all the best.
v Jon Schoenberg, jrs55@cornell.edu; Candace Lee
Chow, CJL24@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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Hello, 2004 classmates! We enjoy hearing
from you, as we carry on in 2020. In March,
Robert Chu started a new position as legal counsel at
AmeriHealth Caritas, a Medicaid managed care organization in Philadelphia.
Please continue to submit news via the online form at
https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. We enjoy reading your updates! You may also send news directly to me.
Thank you! v Jessi Petrosino, jessi.petrosino@ey.com.
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In July, the Class of 2005 welcomed a new slate
of class offcers who will serve for the next
fve years. I, Jessica Rosenthal Chod, am excited to
start the role as a class correspondent. I live outside of
Washington, DC, and am a corporate law partner at the
Potomac Law Group.
Jason Hnatko received his PhD from Tufts U. in civil
and environmental engineering and started a position
as a principal consultant at ERM in Boston. Melanie
Manoach O’Rourke and her husband, Brian, welcomed
daughter Samantha Christine on December 3, 2019.
Send your news to: v Jessica Rosenthal Chod, chodjlr
@gmail.com; or Hilary Johnson King, hilaryaking18@
gmail.com. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
class-notes/.
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Happy Holidays! How are you planning to
spend the winter months? Please take a moment to send us an update. v Tory Lauterbach, VML8@
cornell.edu.

07

Classmates, to say 2020 has been a signifcant year would be a massive understatement.
As I refect on this year, I have heartfelt memories of
loved ones lost, and over-the-moon feelings for loved
ones gained. I’m sure many of you have had similar highs
and lows, but we can all agree that looking into the new
year, we can only hope for more highs and happy new life
experiences. I’m glad for this opportunity to share this
little space with my fellow 2007 Cornell alums, and I can’t
wait to share your stories in 2021. Happy holidays—I wish
you all well as we move into the new year!
Looking forward to sharing more exciting stories with
everyone. Have news to share? Please feel free to reach
out to me or submit online! v Samantha Feibush Wolf,
srf29@cornell.edu. Online news form, https://alumni.
cornell.edu/class-notes/.

teaching at Rutgers U. and recently accepted a position
as a college success manager for KIPP NYC.
Your classmates love to hear how you are doing, especially in the midst of the pandemic! Please send any news
or updates on your life to: v Peggy Ramin, mar335@
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
class-notes/.

I hope that everyone has a joy-flled holiday season
and end to 2020, despite the many challenges we have
faced this year. As always, please e-mail me with any
news stories, big or small, that you would like to share
with your 2014 friends. v Samantha Lapehn, SRL76@
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
class-notes/.
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The holiday season is fast approaching, Class
of ’08! We hope this one is a happy and
healthy one for all of you as well as your family and
friends. We hope that some of you help spread the holiday
cheer by supporting Cornell and our class by paying your
class dues and checking out “Ways to Give”!
We also hope you continue to send your news to us
(https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/). We want all of
your updates—what are you up to for the holidays? Write
in and let us know about major life changes or how you’ve
been keeping busy this fall. We’d love to hear from you
and give you your 15 minutes of Cornell fame! Also, be
sure to stay tuned for news of great upcoming class happenings and events via Facebook (https://www.facebook.
com/CornellClass2008), Twitter (https://twitter.com/
bigred2008), and Instagram (https://instagram.com/
bigred2008/). Write to either of us at: v Libby Boymel,
lkb24@cornell.edu; Elana Beale, erb26@cornell.edu.

Congratulations are in store for Brenna McPeek
and Abigail Wessel, who launched a new, international literary magazine, Fatal Flaw, on July 15—in the
midst of a pandemic, no less. The magazine will publish
unexpected, topical writing that examines the world
through a “cracked” lens. Fittingly, the theme for the inaugural issue was Dystopia, which you can fnd more about
by checking out their website at fatalfawlit.com, or by
visiting their Instagram and Twitter accounts @fatalfawlit.
Kamillah Knight, MPA ’15, recorded a June 24
podcast episode of “Fresh from the Hill: Inside Stories of
Noteworthy Cornellians.” In the episode, she talks about
her current job as diversity and inclusion lead for Unilever
North America, where she has been since graduating.
Kamillah describes herself in the interview as a “change
superhero” (also what her daughter calls her), focusing
on cultivating, elevating, and recruiting diverse talent, but
also helping to educate the workforce in the process.
She thoughtfully explains how her background at Unilever
in supply chain management, sales, and sustainability
have uniquely positioned her for success in her role and
what she might have done differently as an undergrad to
reach where she is today. Of course, Kamillah also reminisced about her college days, including studying at Libe
Café and eating CTB pescatarian sandwiches. She also
spoke about her involvement as an alumna in the Cornell
Black Alumni Assn., CAAAN, and Cornell Tradition, and
her recent membership on the alumni council. Most impressively, however, is that she will return to Cornell for a
third degree, this time for her executive MBA. If you have
news to share, please e-mail me at: v Rachael Schuman,
RASchuman@gmail.com.
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Hello, Class of 2009. Although this summer
was unlike any other, we hope you were able
to remain connected with friends and family and spend
time outdoors. Let’s all congratulate our classmates
Jacob and Ilisa Naukam Stein on the birth of their
daughter, Risa, in May! Risa is a granddaughter of Richard
Stein ’75, DVM ’79, and we hope she will join the Cornell
family in the future. Please feel free to check out photos
in our alumni gallery located at: http://cornellalumni
magazine.com/photogallery.
Have news to share? Please reach out to me or submit
online! v Jason Georges, JAG243@cornell.edu. Online
news form, https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes.
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We always want to hear how you’re doing—
especially in the midst of this pandemic. Please
take a moment to send your news to: v Michelle Sun,
michellejsun@gmail.com. Online news form, http://
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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Happy Holidays! How are you planning to
spend the winter months? Please take a moment to send me an update. v Dara Perl, dmp229@
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
class-notes/.
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Andrew Martinez earned his PhD in higher
education at the U. of Pennsylvania. He will be

Hello, 2014 classmates! Russell Silver-Fagan
is serving as the co-founder and chief legal
offcer of a new startup. KleenWraps was developed
beginning in 2014 when Russell and his mother began
creating prototypes for reusable, personal hand grips for
shared exercise equipment with the hope that it would
gain traction in the ftness industry. The COVID-19 pandemic brought renewed outside interest and applications
for KleenWraps products, which include a range of patented, antimicrobial, machine washable grip barriers that
can be used in the gym, public transportation, the grocery
store, or anywhere a person may want to share surfaces
with more peace of mind. You can learn more about or
purchase KleenWraps at kleenwraps.com.
Brooke Pinto was elected as the Ward 2 representative for the Washington, DC, City Council on June 16,
2020. At only 28 years old, Brooke is now the youngest
person ever to hold a position on the city council. In her
role, she will represent the neighborhoods of Georgetown,
Chinatown, Downtown, Logan Circle, Burleith, Federal
Triangle, and Foggy Bottom. Prior to her election, Brooke
attended Georgetown Law, clerked in the offce of a federal judge, and held a one-year fellowship in the offce
of the D.C. Attorney General, where she started contemplating a run for city council. You can read more about
Brooke’s election to the city council in the Washington
Post article titled, “How 28-year-old Brooke Pinto became
D.C.’s youngest-ever council member.”

This summer has been a busy one for the Class
of 2015! Conna Walsh and Justin Lanzafane
got engaged in the White Mountains of New Hampshire.
The two met during fall semester of freshman year, when
they lived on the same foor in Mews Hall. The pair is now
living in Boston. Congratulations!
Many of our classmates are making the transition to
graduate school. Kwabena Nimo started an MBA program at Dartmouth’s Tuck School of Business, and Keri
Forness is starting a strategic studies master’s program
at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced Int’l Studies this
August, where she will study national security, international relations, languages, economics, statistics, and
related subjects. Hannah James will be starting a PhD
program in health services research at Brown U. She’ll be
living in Boston but will be spending more time in Providence over the next few years. And Julliard Del Rosario,
will be starting an MBA program at the Wharton School
of the U. of Pennsylvania as a Joseph Wharton Fellow.
Sarah Byrne is entering her third year at the U. of
Pennsylvania Law School and will be moving to New
York after she graduates in 2021 to work at Skadden.
Jessica Iyer is going into her third year at Royal College
of Surgeons in Dublin, Ireland. If you are interested in
learning about medical school in Ireland, you can contact
her at jri9@cornell.edu. Advai Pathak recently left San
Francisco to join CVC’s sports and entertainment team
in London.
Jake Reisch founded Eversound, a Boston-based
business that provides specialized headphones for use
at events like movie screenings, lectures, and Bingo. Amid
the pandemic, Eversound is working with senior living
communities to allow safe family visitations. You can learn
more at https://eversoundhq.com. Also in response to
COVID-19, Gabriel Abrams, ME ’16, is working with Harvard U. to build educational technology as they make the
transition to online courses. Similarly, Jenny Tobat went
to medical school in St. Louis and moved to NYC just in
time to be a family medicine intern during the pandemic.
As the country ramps up toward the 2020 election,
Iowa coordinated campaign data director Onkita Ganguly is working to turn Iowa blue through campaigns up
and down the ballot during this election cycle. After Teach
For America, Jillian Harmon joined the team at Project
Invent, a nationwide design thinking and invention program that aims to empower every student as an innovator.
She leads a nationwide student accelerator for students
inventing technologies for social good.
Have some news to share? Have you gotten a new job
or started a graduate program? Please send us those
updates, and more, and we will include them in a future
column! v Caroline Flax, csf79@cornell.edu; Mateo
Acebedo, mateoacebedoe@gmail.com.
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Hello again, Class of 2016! As I write this in
August, it’s hard to imagine what life might look
like in the short time it takes to get CAM to publication.
As we continue working remotely, I hope you are all fnding comfort and hope in the Big Red community. While
we continue to physically distance from each other, I
know Zooms, phone calls, texts, and interactions on social
NOVEMBER
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CLASSIFIEDS
Employment Opportunities

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, New York—We are seeking
an Executive Assistant to provide world-class support to a
dynamic and fast-paced team. Responsibilities will include:
managing complex schedules; performing planning, logistics, and operational work; and providing comprehensive
administrative support to assure the smooth running of a
busy offce. Candidates should have exceptional communication skills, a commitment to achieving a high level of
accuracy and attention to detail, and a no-task-too-small
approach to the work. An ideal team member will be able
to work independently but also be fexible enough to be
directed at times. This is a year-round, full-time opportunity with outstanding compensation and a full benefts
package. There is a signifcant growth trajectory for top
performers. We welcome applications from candidates with
varying levels of experience and from a broad range of
professional and academic backgrounds. Please e-mail
your resume and cover letter to easearchcl@gmail.com.

Rentals
SENECA LAKEHOUSE on wine trail, 3BR, 2BA, WiFi, sleeps
10. Watch sunsets from the sunroom, deck, or dock. Spring
and fall weekends or summer weeks. Cornell alumni-owned.
(607) 592-2386.

Personals

BluesMatch.com—Where Ivy League and Oxbridge
people fnd love. A decade of successful matchmaking.

SMART IS SEXY
Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies,
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools, and
some others. More than 5,500 members. All ages.
THE RIGHT STUFF
800-988-5288 www.rightstuffdating.com

Trivia Quiz Answers
Total possible points: 100

1 c; 2 d; 3 c; 4 d; 5 d; 6 b; 7 b;
8 c; 9 b; 10 b; 11 d; 12 c; 13 d;
14 c; 15 b; 16 b; 17 d; 18 c; 19 b;
20 a; 21 (one point for each
correct match) a 6, b 1, c 4, d 5,
e 3, f 2; 22 d; 23 b; 24 a; 25 d;
26 b; 27 b; 28 c; 29 b; 30 d; 31 b;
32 (one point total) b, f, e, g, a,
d, c; 33 b; 34 d; 35 d; 36 a; 37 d;
38 c; 39 b; 40 a; 41 a; 42 c; 43 b;
44 c; 45 a; 46 b; 47 a; 48 d; 49 d;
50 b; 51 a; 52 (one point for each
correct match) a 4, b 1, c 3, d 2;
53 (one point total) b, a, d, c;
54 d; 55 b; 56 c; 57 c; 58 a;
59 a; 60 d; 61 a; 62 c; 63 b; 64 b;
65 d; 66 b; 67 d; 68 b; 69 d; 70 a;
71 d; 72 b; 73 (one point for each
correct match) a 13, b 19, c 7,
d 16, e 9, f 14, g 2, h 12, i 4, j 5,
k 18, l 20, m 11, n 1, o 8, p 3,
q 6, r 10, s 15, t 17
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media with Cornell classmates can help us stay together as a community. For me, regular Zoom calls with
classmates Ann Herman, Megan “Maggi” Szpak, and
Dina Iacone have been a wonderful way to reminisce
about college memories, particularly as we prepare for
our 5th Reunion!
Millicent “Millie” Kastenbaum, our class president,
wrote in with news of an exciting change of address, as
she is one of NYC’s newest residents! Millie moved to the
city at the end of August to begin her frst year at Fordham
Law. While she is still getting used to being back in school
(hello homework), she is enthusiastic about her classes
and living in a big city once again. Ann Herman is almost
on the other side of the legal homework pile as she enters

teaching him to recognize the limits of his knowledge and
make decisions on the fy. “When working in the feld,
unexpected obstacles always arise. There’s no playbook
to follow, and I didn’t even have the Internet to turn to,”
he says. “Cornell taught me how to be comfortable with
these limits by showing me how to approach a problem
I had no idea how to answer.”
Nana Britwum was only a few months into her master’s degree in biology when she and a fellow graduate
student, Jannice Newson, were complaining about how
uncomfortable it was to wear their hair in braids. The
conversation, and the knowledge that many other Black
women shared from their experience, pushed them to
start researching the plastics that synthetic braiding hair

‘ Cornell taught me how to be
comfortable with limits by showing
me how to approach a problem.’
FL E TC H E R C H A PI N ’18

her fnal year at the Northwestern U. Pritzker School of
Law. We are so excited to see what Ann does next.
While there is a lot going on, it’s also important to keep
in mind that we are entering our Reunion year! Here’s hoping we will fnd a way to be together in June! Until then,
don’t forget to write in and stay connected with remote
Cornell alumni events in your area. Before we come together back in Ithaca, please send in your news to keep
up with classmates and fellow Cornellians from other
classes. v Meghan McCormick, mcm324@cornell.edu.
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.

17

We always want to hear how you’re doing—
especially in the midst of this pandemic.
Please take a moment to send your news by e-mail or
snail mail to: v Class of 2017, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850;
e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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Hello to my 2018 classmates, and happy end
of 2020! This has been one of the wildest
years in recent memory. I’m defnitely looking forward to
turning over a new page with 2021 and hoping that it
brings us something better. Here are updates from a few
of your classmates to close out the year.
A year after graduation, Fletcher Chapin felt unfulflled at his job in tech and decided to change career
paths. He changed companies to AguaClara Reach (ACR),
where he now uses the environmental engineering knowledge he acquired in CALS to build water infrastructure in
India. At the beginning of the year, he worked with ACR’s
partner organization in India to oversee the installation of
water chlorination technology in two villages. According
to Fletcher, the most rewarding part of his work is its
sustainability. “It’s relatively easy to build a structure, but
maintaining and operating it successfully requires the
technological expertise I provide on behalf of ACR, the
support of local NGOs like Gram Vikas, and buy-in from
the local community,” he says. “When everything comes
together as it did during my time in India, we can empower the community to own and operate a water treatment
system that will continue to serve them for years to come.”
Fletcher says that his time at Cornell was invaluable for

is made of. In the process, they discovered that these
products are harmful to the environment and to their
health. “Every time my mom would braid my hair I looked
forward to the cute style, but I knew that it would bring
about burning and itching,” Nana says. “I always thought
that I was doing something wrong. I never connected the
dots that the synthetic hair being used was the source
of my irritation.” Nana and Jannice co-founded a startup,
Lillian Augusta (https://lillianaugustahair.com), which
creates plant-based, biodegradable braiding hair that
eliminates both the discomfort and the environmental
pollution of synthetic hair. They currently receive support
from the Carbon180 Entrepreneurs in Residence program,
as well as two accelerators, and are applying for NSF
funding to assist their research. Nana’s switch out of
academia came as a surprise to her, because she
never thought she would become an entrepreneur. “I
never thought that I would have a career at the intersection of my identity and academic background,” she says.
As always, if you have news of your own, or know
about cool things your classmates are doing, send me
an e-mail. Stay safe, stay masked, and follow the Class
of 2018 Instagram (@cornell_2018) for more regular
updates! v Stephanie Yan, smy43@cornell.edu.
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“I recently made the decision of a lifetime to
move to New York City during the pandemic,”
writes Colin DeMeritt (cd496@cornell.edu). “I just started classes at Columbia U. studying health, mental health,
and disabilities. It is a very hectic time in many people’s
lives, but I am so proud to be able to live and work in a
city that has grown stronger together.” He adds, “Although I had to cancel plans for traveling in the past few
months, I look forward to continuing my exploration and
adventures once it is safe to do so. I fnd it very important
to remain grounded, optimistic, and focused on all of the
wonderful things that are awaiting us after we successfully
emerge from the pandemic stronger together.”
We hope this column fnds you well! Please take a
moment to let us know how you are and what’s new in
your life. v Class of 2019, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine,
401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail,
abb83@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.
cornell.edu/class-notes/.
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GRAD
Agriculture & Life Sciences

Sherwood “Woody” Lane, MS ’78, PhD ’84, a private
livestock nutritionist and forage specialist in Oregon, has
published his second book, Capturing Sunlight, Book 1:
Skills & Ideas for Intensive Grazing, Sustainable Pastures,
Healthy Soils, & Grassfed Livestock. In more than 60
essays, Woody describes the “magic in forages,” from
sunlight, green leaves, and photosynthesis to grazing
techniques to nutritional quality (even including the diet
of large dinosaurs). “Grazier or not,” writes Woody, “the
reader will never again drive by a pasture without seeing
it in a different light.”
Cynthia-Lou Coleman, MPS ’90, has written a new
book that examines social discourse surrounding Native
American struggles over scientifc and environmental

NOTES

the dilemmas of diversity, two of them are on travel
(Guest Appearances and Other Travels in Time and
Space and With Few Reservations), one is a memoir,
Postmonitions of a Peripatetic Professor, and one, Max,
the SeaDog, is a book for children.” Peter is the Sophia
Smith Professor Emeritus at Smith College and a visiting scholar at the Inst. for Research in the Social
Sciences at Stanford.
Wendy Jones, MA ’88, PhD ’92, writes, “My book,
Jane on the Brain: Exploring the Science of Social Intelli
gence with Jane Austen, was published in December
2017. It has received many favorable reviews and was
an Amazon bestseller. It was also a New York Times ‘New
and Noteworthy’ selection. I also blog on literature and
psychology for Psychology Today.”

To mark her 99th birthday, Erika
Gaertner Fraser, MS ’45, PhD ’49,
published her autobiography.
concerns. Published in 2020 by Springer Nature (part of
Palgrave-Macmillan), Environmental Clashes on Native
American Land: Framing Environmental and Scientifc
Disputes analyzes how 19th-century phrenology helped
cement views of Indian personality that continue to play
out in modern disputes such as the discovery of the
9,000-year-old skeleton, Kennewick Man, and news
coverage over the Dakota Access Pipeline.
Christopher Roellke, MS ’94, PhD ’96, offcially
began his tenure as Stetson U.’s tenth president on July
1. Working closely with faculty, administrators, and
students, he quickly jumped to navigate the university
through the pandemic. Prior to his new position, Christopher spent 21 years as a professor and administrator at
Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, NY. He served as dean
of the college from 2008 to 2018 and became dean of
the college emeritus in 2018.

Architecture, Art & Planning

Caroline Niederpruem, MArch ’17, has joined SV
Design, as an architectural designer. She attended
Cornell after completing her undergraduate degree at
the U. at Buffalo. Caroline is fascinated by residential
architecture and is especially passionate about the
coastal design aesthetic. She’s looking forward to working with SV’s clients to bring their vision to life by integrating the design of their home with the surrounding
landscape and community.

Arts & Sciences

Peter Rose, MA ’57, PhD ’59, writes, “In December
2020, Routledge will release my 25th book, Tropes of
Intolerance: Pride, Prejudice, and the Politics of Fear.
It is a Baedeker of bigotry, a short course on xenophobic
racism and populist nationalism in the Age of Trump.
While, in the main, most of my other books have dealt
with issues of race, immigration and refugee policy, and

Jonathan Senchyne, MA ’09, PhD ’12, was promoted to associate professor with tenure at the U. of
Wisconsin, Madison, where he teaches book history and
directs the Center for the History of Print and Digital
Culture. He also recently published a book, The Intimacy
of Paper in Early and NineteenthCentury American Liter
ature, with the U. of Massachusetts Press.

Graduate School

Erika Gaertner Fraser, MS ’45, PhD ’49, recently
celebrated her 99th birthday. To mark the occasion, she
has published her autobiography, From the Heart of
Europe to the Wonders of Canada: A Story of One Woman’s
Century. In her book, she shares many experiences she
had on the Hill and at the Geneva Seed Lab including
taking the Lehigh Valley Railway to/from Ithaca, investigating mysterious rashes experienced by swimmers in
Beebe Lake, and hiking with Dick Feynman.
Jeremy Bentley, MS ’15, PhD ’16, was recognized by the American Accounting Assn. as the Best
Early Career Researcher in Management Accounting.
Jeremy is an assistant professor at the U. of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Industrial & Labor Relations

Andrew Duncan, MPS ’18, was promoted to a
global human resources director role supporting manufacturing and technical operations back in February when
the pandemic was just starting in the US. “I graduated
from the EMHRM program in 2018,” he writes, “which
helped prepare me for my new responsibilities!”

Law School

Duncan Clarke, JD ’66, has published his frst novel,
A Little Rebellion Is a Good Thing: Troubles at Traymore
College (Belle Isle Books, 2020), based on his 1969-70
experience as an associate professor at Radford College,
then a public women’s college in rural Virginia. He “made
trouble (good trouble)” through lawsuits, demonstrations,
and outside investigations of the school’s autocratic
president. This led to victories in the courts, removal of
the president, coeducation and the establishment of
Radford U., and restoration of academic freedoms and
civil liberties. Duncan, who received his PhD from the
U. of Virginia and directed the US Foreign Policy Program
at American U.’s School of Int’l Service for 37 years,
says, “Without my excellent Cornell legal education, I
could not have helped end that repressive system.” The
novel has resulted in favorable columns and commentary in the Roanoke Times.
Stuart McDermott, JD ’88, writes, “After law school,
I became a legal aid lawyer (public defender) in Brooklyn
for over eight years (1988-96). I met my wife, Cara,
there, and we moved back to Chicago in 1996. I changed
careers and became an investment analyst in 1999,
and then a sector portfolio manager from 2001-17. We
started a family, four kids, Emma (2001), Carter (2003),
Lucy (2006), and Zander (2010), the latter two children
from Ethiopia. I started my own investment frm, Defender Asset Management, earlier this year, helping
individuals/families reach investment goals. I live in
Wilmette, IL, with my family and too many pets to mention. All is good.”

Veterinary Medicine

Karen Purcell, DVM ’92, writes, “The hospital I
worked for was sold unexpectedly and it has been an
uplifting experience. The new owner is upgrading the
entire facility. I was hired back on within a week and
really enjoy working with the new owner, even in the
midst of a pandemic. Stay safe, everyone.”

Hotel Administration

Kenneth Abraham Sull, MPS ’79, writes, “Enjoying
our sons and daughters-in-law and grandchildren in New
York and Florida and Texas.” He adds that “life has been
wonderful” and he fondly remembers the “very best”
education he got at Cornell.

Human Ecology

Marian Ann Matwiejczyk Montgomery, MA ’82,
completed her book, Sumptuous Stitches and Tiny Treas
ures: Needlework and Needlework Tools in the Collection
of the Museum of Texas Tech University. It is available
on Amazon.

Share Your News!
We would love to hear from you! To be
included in a future Grad Notes section,
please send your news to abb83@cornell.
edu, or fll out a news form at: cornellalumni
magazine.com/grad-news/.
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ALUMNI
1930s

’36 BS Ag—Leo Korchin,
Santurce, PR, February 8, 2018
’38 BA, MA ’46—Evan Lawn,
Radnor, PA, August 10, 2019

1940s

’40—William F. Laubenstein,
Canandaigua, NY, April 1, 2017
’40 BS HE—Ellen Saxe Stewart,
Ithaca, NY, April 28, 2020
’41 BS Ag—John A. Matthews,
Albany, TX, July 18, 2020
’42 BS Ag—Glenn E. Bronson,
Canandaigua, NY, June 9, 2020
’42—La Vern W. Davenport,
York, ME, May 6, 2020
’42, BS Ag ’43—Isabelle Ward Esposito,
Bennington, VT, May 15, 2020
’42 BME—Henry E. Otto Jr.,
Los Gatos, CA, March 17, 2020
’42 BS HE—Arleen Heidgerd Perry,
Sarasota, FL, May 4, 2020
’42—Nathalie Schulze Shapiro,
Ellicott City, MD, July 5, 2020
’43 LLB—Joseph A. Casser,
Edgewater, NJ, January 3, 2017
’43 BA—Flavio J. Grasso,
Union City, NJ, May 25, 2020
’43 BA, MS ’48—Thomas H. Herring,
Burton, WA, May 27, 2020
’43 BS HE—Barbara Larrabee Johnson,
Vestal, NY, April 22, 2020
’43 BA—Bobette Rosenau Leidner,
Bryn Mawr, PA, May 22, 2020
’43 BME—William H. Sens,
Haddon Township, NJ, June 30, 2020
’43 BS Hotel—Curt R. Strand,
Snowmass Village, CO, July 11, 2020
’44, BA ’43, PhD ’51—Laurie M. Brown,
Evanston, IL, October 25, 2019
’44—Forris B. Chick,
Madison, CT, April 28, 2020
’44, BA ’47—J. Haines Gridley,
Norwalk, CT, April 28, 2020
’44 BS HE—Nancy Maynard Harlan,
Chicago, IL, April 25, 2020
’44 BS Ag, MFS ’48—Sigmund Hoffman,
Ridgefeld, CT, May 3, 2020
’44 BS HE—Jeanne Copeland Johnson,
Carmel Valley, CA, April 9, 2020
’44 BA, MEd ’49—Mary Helen Joint,
Savona, NY, May 29, 2020
’44 BA—Marion Kazmann Richards,
Novato, CA, 2019
’44 BS HE—Virginia Corwith Strachan,
Prescott, AZ, May 16, 2020
’44, BME ’46—Arnold B. Tofas,
Quincy, MA, January 28, 2020
’44—Adeline Philip Zevan,
Johnson City, NY, May 18, 2020
’45 BEE—James W. Falk,
Alexandria, VA, November 6, 2019
’45 BEE—Joseph N. McDonald,
Billerica, MA, May 17, 2020
’45—Bert J. Serden,
Beverly Hills, CA, June 4, 2020
’45, B Chem E ’49—William V. Wagner Jr.,
Pioneer, CA, May 29, 2020
’46 BS Nurs—Joyce Joslyn Ainsworth,
South Royalton, VT, May 30, 2020
92

DEATHS

’46, BS HE ’45—Jacqueline Dewey Brett,
Tequesta, FL, May 30, 2020
’46, BA ’45—Thomas W. Greenlees,
Cobleskill, NY, July 17, 2020
’46—Herbert L. Jay,
Branford, CT, December 1, 2016
’46, BA ’45, MD ’50—Dorothy Tinker Powell,
Salem, NH, June 14, 2020
’46—Richard M. Rich,
Chicago, IL, June 25, 2015
’46 BA—Jeanne Quigan Scott,
Bethel, NY, May 22, 2020
’47, BA ’48—Virginia Burr Carter,
Manchester, MO, June 13, 2020
’47 BS Ag—Marguerite Christensen Drab,
Salem, VA, July 3, 2020
’47 BS HE—Ann Trimby Englehardt,
Holley, NY, April 6, 2020
’47 MS—Jane Faggen,
Princeton, NJ, April 19, 2020
’47 BA—Natalie Mann Rosenstock,
Boynton Beach, FL, June 23, 2020
’47 BA—Sylvia Kianoff Shain,
Ridgewood, NJ, April 30, 2020
’47 BA, JD ’52—Comille Tebsherany,
Lyons Falls, NY, June 10, 2020
’47 BS HE—Jean Wiggins Wolf,
Bridgewater, NJ, April 29, 2020
’48 BS HE—Doris Dittman Bartow,
Haverhill, MA, June 19, 2020
’48—Edythe A. Goellner,
Falls Church, VA, July 3, 2018
’48 BA—Lucy Woodruff Groh,
Anchorage, AK, May 29, 2020
’48 BCE—Berkeley Johnson Jr.,
Berkeley, CA, May 22, 2020
’48—Nancy Nichol McLamore,
Tampa, FL, May 23, 2020
’48 BA—Menko Rose III,
Carmel, CA, June 23, 2020
’48, BS Hotel ’73—Philip D. Rowe Jr.,
Wallingford, PA, April 23, 2020
’48 BEE—Winfeld Shiras III,
Evanston, IL, June 19, 2020
’48 BA—Nancy Wait Speilmann,
Anacortes, WA, December 10, 2016
’48 BA—Mary Eleanor Wells Symons,
Ottawa, ON, June 5, 2020
’48 MS—Jack M. Tyree,
Louisville, KY, May 27, 2020
’48—Nico Vanzwanenberg,
Cuba, NY, June 7, 2020
’48 JD—Dominick J. Viscardi,
Glens Falls, NY, June 15, 2020
’48 BS Ag—Merilyn Baron Woods,
Delray Beach, FL, June 3, 2020
’48—Connie Petrillose Yochum,
Audubon, PA, April 18, 2020
’49 BA, MBA ’50—Jules J. Aaronson,
Atlanta, GA, June 15, 2020
’49 BA—Lois Bergen Abbott,
Natick, MA, May 13, 2020
’49 BS Ag—William F. Allen,
Salisbury, FL, May 9, 2020
’49 BA—Ann Brett Crowley Capshaw,
Newington, CT, June 27, 2020
’49 PhD—George G. Cocks,
Indianapolis, IN, June 15, 2020
’49 BS Hotel—Arthur C. Delaney,
Denver, CO, April 29, 2020

’49 BS Ag—Clover Breiling Durfee,
South Woodstock, VT, July 7, 2020
’49 BA—Esther Kranz Foxe,
Sharon, MA, August 1, 2019
’49, BS ILR ’50—Herman Harrow,
Monterey, CA, June 23, 2020
’49, BA ’48—A. Arthur Lowenthal,
Saratoga Springs, NY, June 18, 2020
’49 BEE—Samuel C. Lukens Jr.,
Peabody, MA, June 4, 2020
’49 BEE—Frederick L. Maloy,
Clearwater, FL, May 1, 2020
’49 BA—Patricia A. Meid,
Palm Beach, FL, May 6, 2020
’49 BA, PhD ’60—Donald M. Mintz,
Trumansburg, NY, July 16, 2020
’49, BME ’50—Samuel M. Poskanzer,
Albany, NY, October 19, 2019
’49 BS HE—Marjorie Mayer Roberts,
Bradenton, FL, May 17, 2020
’49, BS ORIE ’50—Wadsworth S. Stone,
Hampton, NH, July 27, 2020
’49, BME ’51—James P. Van Sweringen,
Cleveland, OH, July 5, 2020
’49 BS ORIE—Henry J. Zack,
Trumbull, CT, May 18, 2020

1950s

’50 BS Hotel—Robert S. Baldwin,
Nashville, TN, July 6, 2020
’50, BEE ’51—David E. Conklin,
Walnut Creek, CA, May 11, 2020
’50, BME ’51—Robert E. Cowley Jr.,
Silver Spring, MD, December 27, 2019
’50 BA, MD ’54—Harry W. Daniell,
Redding, CA, March 26, 2020
’50 BS Ag—William A. Diedrich,
Mechanicsburg, PA, May 14, 2020
’50—Hilton H. Dier Jr.,
Middlebury, VT, April 27, 2020
’50 BA, MD ’54—David Eisenberg,
Rochester, NY, May 22, 2020
’50 BS Ag, MFS ’51—William R. Griffs,
Cape Coral, FL, June 13, 2020
’50 MA—Susan Redman Hall,
Wilmington, DE, April 11, 2020
’50 BEE—Joseph R. Herr,
Walnut Creek, CA, December 15, 2017
’50 BEE—Stewart S. Knapp,
Wyomissing, PA, July 13, 2020
’50-51 SP Ag—Emil Krizar,
Stockport, NY, July 7, 2020
’50 BEE—Jack Lebid,
Somers, NY, June 24, 2020
’50 BS HE—Carol Smith Loveland,
Rochester, NY, August 3, 2020
’50 BS Nurs—Nancy Boynton Madonia,
Mahwah, NJ, June 28, 2020
’50 BS HE—Constance Price Payne,
Walworth, NY, June 25, 2020
’50 BS HE—Marguerite Braschoss Reeder,
Saratoga Springs, NY, July 1, 2019
’50 BS Ag—Monroe F. Richardson,
Bellaire, MI, July 7, 2020
’50 BA—Barbara Addison Turner,
Black Mountain, NC, June 21, 2020
’50 BEE—Henri M. Van Bemmelen,
Redding, CT, April 22, 2020
’50 DVM—Manuel Zimmerman,
Tucson, AZ, June 12, 2020
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’51 BS Ag—Orville S. Beyea,
Valentine, NE, July 1, 2020
’51 BS Ag—Joanne Bayles Brandt,
Rochester, NY, May 25, 2020
’51 LLB—Samuel G. Brundage,
Auburn, NY, August 11, 2020
’51 MS—D. Rae Carpenter,
Lexington, VA, May 26, 2020
’51, BS ILR ’55—Carole Kutner Chinman,
Amherst, MA, April 9, 2020
’51, BS Ag ’57, MS Ag ’58—Charles A. Clapper,
Bucksport, ME, July 6, 2020
’51 BA—Frederick A. Crow Jr.,
Annapolis, MD, June 16, 2020
’51 BS HE—Joan Koelsch Ehni,
Washington, DC, November 9, 2019
’51—Jacqueline Goldberg Eisenberg,
Toronto, ON, April 17, 2020
’51 BA—Margaret Crawford Fay,
Berkeley, CA, July 24, 2020
’51—Marian Krause Glor,
Holland, NY, March 2, 2018
’51-52 GR—Richard L. Haynes,
Glenwood, MN, June 3, 2020
’51 BS ILR—Betty Fujii Hirozawa,
Honolulu, HI, March 23, 2020
’51 BS Ag—Andrew J. Levey,
Schenectady, NY, August 22, 2020
’51 BS ILR—Alfred J. Morris,
Peabody, MA, April 17, 2020
’51, B Chem E ’52—Richard H. Parker,
Lewes, DE, July 13, 2020
’51, BME ’52—Robert H. Siegfried,
Cincinnati, OH, April 8, 2020
’52 PhD—Guy B. Baird,
Pittsboro, NC, June 13, 2020
’52 BS Ag—Tiiu Riis Booth,
Newport, RI, June 9, 2020
’52 BA—Morton Brown,
Wilmington, DE, May 12, 2020
’52 BS Ag—Raymond O.P. Farrish,
Tucson, AZ, April 17, 2020
’52 BA—Robert M. Filler,
Toronto, ON, July 2, 2020
’52 BS Ag—Raymond F. Gallagher,
Waukesha, WI, April 30, 2020
’52 JD—John E. Griffths,
Wilmington, DE, April 2, 2020
’52, BME ’53—Donald C. Hallock,
Greensboro, NC, March 1, 2020
’52 BS HE—Joan Dutton Holloway,
Clemmons, NC, April 29, 2019
’52 BS Nurs—Marilyn Goldstein Jeffs,
Ann Arbor, MI, July 16, 2020
’52 BS Ag—Louis R. Kabat,
Beverly Hills, FL, August 9, 2020
’52, BME ’53—Paul H. Kennard,
Long Beach, CA, May 27, 2020
’52 BS ILR—Glenn E. Knierim,
Simsbury, CT, May 9, 2020
’52 BS ILR—Edward N. Madison,
Boulder, CO, June 6, 2020
’52 JD—Donald M. Mawhinney Jr.,
Syracuse, NY, July 15, 2020
’52, BS Ag ’55—Thomas C. McCobb II,
Cazenovia, NY, April 29, 2020
’52, BME ’53—George H. McIntire,
Abingdon, MD, May 31, 2020
’52 BS HE—Sue Spiers McLean,
North Palm Beach, FL, July 14, 2020
’52 MD—Audrey Wilkins Mertz,
San Luis Obispo, CA, May 25, 2020
’52 BS HE—Miriam Barkdoll Myers,
Centre Hall, PA, May 5, 2020
’52—Margaret Younglove Owens,
Hermitage, TN, October 29, 2015

’52-55 GR—Mary Jean Graham Purdy,
Liverpool, NY, June 22, 2020
’52 BS Nurs—Elizabeth Thom Robinson,
Ashland, OR, February 23, 2020
’52, BS Ag ’53, MS Ag ’61—David T. Smith,
Ithaca, NY, July 12, 2020
’52—Roger O. Wheelwright,
Vero Beach, FL, May 22, 2020
’52, BEP ’53—Theodore W. Wong,
Honolulu, HI, January 14, 2020
’52 BA, MD ’58—Robert E. Zickel,
Dover Plains, NY, June 9, 2020
’53 LLB—Harry O. Ansorge,
New York City, June 13, 2020
’53 JD—Melvin S. Barasch,
Marlton, NJ, May 29, 2020
’53 BS HE—Virginia Wenz Cobb,
Jacksonville, FL, July 14, 2020
’53 BA—Norton J. Cooper,
Philadelphia, PA, June 17, 2020
’53 BS Ag—Leslie B. Cranmer,
Kirkwood, NY, June 10, 2020
’53, BA ’56—David K. Edminster,
Washington, DC, March 31, 2020
’53 BA, LLB ’56—Marc A. Franklin,
Portland, OR, July 5, 2020
’53 BS Ag, JD ’58—Ronald S. Lockhart,
Eastchester, NY, April 10, 2020
’53, BEE ’54—J. Eliot McCormack Jr.,
Cedar Park, TX, June 12, 2019
’53 BA—Hilary Levin Mindlin,
Pembroke Pines, FL, June 4, 2020
’53 MA—Marion P. Munzer,
Rochester, NY, June 5, 2020
’53, BME ’54—Albert E. Pyott,
Winnetka, IL, June 21, 2020
’53, BCE ’54, JD ’59—Anthony M. Quartararo,
St. Helena Island, SC, August 1, 2020
’53 MD—Dwight R. Robinson,
Sherborn, MA, June 2, 2020
’53-56 GR—Jeffrey B. Rose,
West Hollywood, CA, July 2, 2020
’53 BS Ag, MS Ag ’55—Lester L. Seglin,
St. Louis Park, MN, May 7, 2020
’53 BS Ag—Jack H. Severns,
Des Moines, WA, April 7, 2020
’53—Burton Spiller,
Brighton, NY, March 13, 2019
’53 MD—Clifford H. Urban,
Newtown Square, PA, May 10, 2020
’53 BEE, MBA ’56—Charles W. West Jr.,
Clemson, SC, May 2, 2020
’54—Samuel C. Alessi Jr.,
Jamestown, NY, July 5, 2020
’54 BS HE—Jane Wight Bailey,
Dryden, NY, July 6, 2020
’54 BS Ag—Kenneth L. Bell,
Watkins Glen, NY, May 17, 2020
’54 JD—David T. Bishop,
Rochester, MN, August 3, 2020
’54 BA—Martha B. Caldwell,
Harrisonburg, VA, June 15, 2020
’54 PhD—James A. Cook,
Tacoma, WA, March 8, 2020
’54 BS HE—Rosalie Cornish Frank,
Rochester Hills, MI, May 18, 2020
’54 MD—John F. Gustafson,
Springfeld, VA, June 9, 2020
’54 BA—Frank P. Hoffman,
Dunkirk, NY, August 2, 2020
’54 BS Ag—Ayrton R. Johnson,
Minneapolis, MN, June 6, 2020
’54 BS HE—Rosemary Seelbinder Jung,
Philadelphia, PA, May 19, 2020
’54-55 GR—Joyce Houghton Losee,
Nazareth, PA, June 23, 2020

’54, BEE ’55—Edgar H. Meurs Jr.,
Poughkeepsie, NY, July 13, 2019
’54 BS Hotel—James E. Potter,
East Hampton, NY, April 14, 2020
’54 BA—Winnifred Clair Schenkel,
Lynchburg, VA, July 2, 2020
’54, BCE ’55—Roger D. Schlicht,
Fort Lee, NJ, June 17, 2020
’54—Robert B. Stiles,
King, NC, November 20, 2019
’55 PhD—Frank J. Adrian,
Olney, MD, June 14, 2020
’55, BS Hotel ’56—Michael J. Avery,
Ruckersville, VA, June 2, 2020
’55 DVM—Allen C. Braemer,
Bend, OR, June 24, 2020
’55 BA—Allen E. Brezinsky,
Walnut Creek, CA, June 3, 2020
’55 BS Ag, PhD ’60—Millicent Sigler Ficken,
Grafton, WI, July 7, 2020
’55 BS HE—Geraldine Sobel Katz,
New York City, May 23, 2020
’55 BS ILR—Alan R. Kaye,
Gladwyne, PA, March 2, 2020
’55-56 GR—Loren A. Keller,
Williamsville, NY, June 3, 2020
’55 PhD—Yvonne Chu Meinwald,
New York City, April 11, 2020
’55 BS HE—Cherie Woodcock Mitchell,
Brookings, OR, March 28, 2020
’55 BA—Susan Bergmann Prausnitz,
Oakland, CA, May 25, 2020
’55 PhD—Elwin J. Richardson Jr.,
Kirkville, NY, October 10, 2015
’55 BA, MBA ’58—Richard M. Schrader,
Jacksonville, FL, June 28, 2020
’55 BS ILR—Maurice Skurnik,
Sagaponack, NY, June 28, 2020
’55 JD—Herbert K. Tom,
Honolulu, HI, July 10, 2016
’56 BA—Charles L. Bernstein,
Moorestown, NJ, September 14, 2016
’56 MD—Bertram S. Brown,
Philadelphia, PA, May 14, 2020
’56 BA—Herbert N. Cohen,
Binghamton, NY, July 6, 2020
’56—Howard I. Dollinger,
Pembroke Pines, FL, August 17, 2017
’56—John G.S. Flym,
Paris, France, February 24, 2017
’56 BS Nurs—Johanna Horton Flynn,
Vandling, PA, July 26, 2016
’56 MEd—Cornelia Fuller,
Altadena, CA, July 17, 2020
’56 BS ILR—Donald S. Goldman,
Los Angeles, CA, October 7, 2016
’56—Frederick E. Gulling,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL, May 26, 2017
’56—Charles E. Hagy,
Cincinnati, OH, January 21, 2018
’56 BS HE—Katherine Weigt Huberth,
Seattle, WA, March 5, 2020
’56 BS ILR—Estelle Dinerstein Lazer James,
Washington, DC, October 13, 2015
’56 BS Ag—Grey T. Larison,
North Lansing, NY, April 10, 2015
’56 BA, MEd ’58—Claire Stevenson Lergenmiller,
Pensacola, FL, May 12, 2020
’56, B Chem E ’57—John E. Lind Jr.,
Alton, IL, May 25, 2020
’56—John D. Lipscomb,
St. Louis, MO, April 15, 2019
’56 BA—Nahum Litt,
New Smyrna Beach, FL, December 1, 2019
’56—Michael A. Masin,
Asheville, NC, October 1, 2018
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To access the expanded Alumni Deaths section, go to: cornellalumnimagazine.com
(“Alumni Deaths” under the CURRENT ISSUE tab).
’56-57 GR—Robert G. Painter,
Concord, CA, May 15, 2020
’56 BS Ag—Jean Bufe Purdy,
The Villages, FL, June 22, 2020
’56 BS Ag—Earl P. Redick,
Chattanooga, TN, April 28, 2020
’56 BA—Jill Englander Safran,
Pompton Plains, NJ, May 29, 2020
’56 BA—Frederic S. Sharaf,
Princeton, NJ, June 23, 2020
’57-59 SP Ag—William L. Allen,
West Barre, NY, April 16, 2020
’57, BS Ag ’58—Herbert Anhaltzer,
Santa Fe, NM, February 14, 2020
’57 BS Nurs—Jeanne Wilmarth Carey,
White River Junction, VT, May 5, 2020
’57 LLB—Donato A. Evangelista,
Wellington, FL, June 25, 2020
’57 BA—Constance Kelly Fletcher,
Summit, NJ, April 21, 2020
’57—Michael P. Kahn,
Palm Coast, FL, July 1, 2020
’57, BME ’59—J. Edward Knapp,
Nobleboro, ME, July 5, 2020
’57, BEE ’58, MBA ’59—Stephen W. Levine,
Somerset, NJ, May 18, 2020
’57 MBA—Wilbur A. Lewis,
New Canaan, CT, July 2, 2020
’57, B Chem E ’59—Richard N. Moyer,
Wilmington, DE, April 12, 2020
’57 BA—Lila Lee Abramson Rothman,
Great Neck, NY, May 22, 2020
’57 MA—William K. Scarborough,
Hattiesburg, MS, May 17, 2020
’57 BA—Edward F. Shoemaker,
South Natick, MA, July 31, 2020
’57 MD—Stewart Stringfellow,
Laconia, NH, June 25, 2020
’58—Robert C. Englert,
Verbank, NY, May 22, 2020
’58, BA ’59—Ingrid Reichmann Matheson,
Ithaca, NY, March 23, 2020
’58, BA ’59—C. David Wagner,
Bend, OR, November 12, 2016
’58—Gerald E. Wedren,
Aventura, FL, May 31, 2020
’58 BA—Rachel Laidly Wright,
Sea Island, GA, June 6, 2020
’58, BCE ’60—Frank A. Wyskiel,
Les Diablerets, Switzerland, February 3, 2020
’59 MA, MEd ’65—Lesley H. Browder Jr.,
Clearwater, FL, August 4, 2020
’59 PhD—Leland E. Carmichael,
Ithaca, NY, July 27, 2020
’59 MS—Donald S. Cohen,
Pasadena, CA, January 9, 2020
’59 MD—Richard C. Conroy,
West Palm Beach, FL, June 4, 2020
’59 BA—Dorothy Jungclaus Crane,
Indianapolis, IN, June 1, 2020
’59 BA—David W. Harris,
Silver Spring, MD, June 14, 2020
’59 BA—Stephen Katz,
New York City, September 8, 2019
’59 MBA—Mehdi Kizilbash,
Buffalo, NY, April 10, 2020
’59 BA—Douglas M. Matheson,
Ithaca, NY, April 14, 2020
’59 PhD—Dorothy McMeekin,
East Lansing, MI, June 26, 2020
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’59-60 GR—William P. Messer,
Blue Springs, MO, May 6, 2020
’59 MS HE, PhD ’69—Lenora Moragne,
Washington, DC, April 1, 2020
’59 BA—Linda Walter Ohles,
Peru, IN, May 27, 2020
’59, BEE ’61—Mark Resnick,
Bothell, WA, May 17, 2020
’59 BEE—Stewart G. Stalnecker Jr.,
Mount Laurel, NJ, May 11, 2020
’59 BA—Alan C. Whitehouse,
Spokane, WA, June 19, 2020

1960s

’60 BS Ag, MEd ’62—Jean Allen Braun,
Oakland, CA, February 25, 2020
’60 BS Ag—Phoebe Call Dill,
New Castle, DE, June 1, 2020
’60—Francis W. Matthews,
Tavares, FL, April 30, 2020
’60 PhD—Duane N. Olson,
Northfeld, MN, June 13, 2020
’60 PhD—William J. Rae,
Kensington, MD, July 15, 2020
’60 BA—Alan J. Rude,
New York City, April 15, 2020
’60 BS Ag—Louise Mohr Schreiber,
Sleepy Hollow, NY, May 29, 2020
’60, B Chem E ’61, MS ’62—Donald M. Shrenk,
Wilmington, DE, June 6, 2020
’60 BS Hotel—Donald W. Strang Jr.,
Cleveland, OH, July 12, 2020
’60 BS HE—Rebecca Putnam Tibbetts,
Johnstown, NY, August 1, 2020
’61 BA—Alanson C. Brown III,
Vero Beach, FL, January 14, 2016
’61 BS HE—Gail Petras Graham,
Upper Township, NJ, July 31, 2020
’61 BS Hotel—Ronald P. Kooser,
Chagrin Falls, OH, May 29, 2020
’61, BME ’62—Bruce E. Le Page,
Easton, CT, May 14, 2020
’61, BME ’62—Harry H. Moseley II,
Milwaukee, WI, July 22, 2020
’61, DVM ’63—Gene W. Sellick,
Mount Joy, PA, July 13, 2020
’61 MS—Vernon B. Watwood Jr.,
Tucson, AZ, June 4, 2020
’61 MA—Dean L. Yarwood,
Columbia, MO, June 15, 2020
’62 BS Ag—Violet Loy Adair,
East Islip, NY, May 26, 2020
’62 JD—Richard N. George,
Northampton, MA, December 18, 2018
’62, BA ’63—Jean Curtis Getchell-Forbes,
Concord, MA, June 9, 2019
’62 PhD—Gerald L. Glen,
Florence, KY, May 4, 2020
’62 BA—Neil R. Krieger,
Jamaica Plain, MA, April 29, 2020
’62 BA—Frederick M. Luper,
Columbus, OH, June 4, 2020
’62—Eric B. Morrison,
Wilmington, DE, June 19, 2020
’62 BA—Lawrence E. O’Brien,
Matthews, NC, April 7, 2020
’62 LLB—John K. Scales,
Sudbury, MA, April 14, 2020
’62 JD—William B. Schreiber,
Scarsdale, NY, July 10, 2020

’63 BS Ag—Shirley Ellis Cosson,
Gaithersburg, MD, May 27, 2020
’63 BS Ag—James F. Shepard,
Kansas City, MO, June 4, 2020
’63 LLB—Ira N. Smith,
Palm Beach, FL, June 30, 2020
’63 BS Hotel—Ennolls A. Stephens Jr.,
Irvington, VA, May 10, 2020
’64—Richard M. Baker,
Andover, NY, May 15, 2016
’64—Thomas K. Beitelman,
Allentown, PA, May 22, 2020
’64 BA—Robert J. Bourdius,
Montreal, QC, April 10, 2018
’64, BA ’70—Samuel A. Carradine,
Lithia Springs, GA, December 28, 2019
’64—J. Kenneth Dean,
Oak Hill, NY, April 6, 2017
’64 JD—Marshall S. Galinsky,
Harrisburg, PA, June 1, 2020
’64 BA—Kenneth A. Lewes,
New York City, April 17, 2020
’64 PhD—Cynthia Wyeth Peterson,
Middle Haddam, CT, July 1, 2020
’64—Donald W. Priest,
Silver Creek, NY, May 3, 2020
’64 BA—Barbara Lauter Rosenfeld,
Pittsburgh, PA, May 7, 2020
’64, BS Ag ’65—Kenneth H. Sanderson,
Spencer, NY, September 25, 2016
’64—Thomas Wriggins III,
Nobleboro, ME, June 4, 2018
’65—Rodrigo Bernal-Molina,
Cali, Colombia, November 19, 2019
’65 MS HE—Barbara J. Botsaris,
Providence, RI, June 5, 2020
’65, BS Ag ’66, MAT ’67—Alfred Chapin Jr.,
New Berlin, NY, July 19, 2020
’65 PhD—William H. Day,
Newark, DE, May 16, 2020
’65 JD—Frederick J. De Filippo,
Hernando, FL, March 4, 2020
’65 PhD—Roland A. Finston,
Palo Alto, CA, June 3, 2020
’65, BS Ag ’69—James A. Goodale,
Harrisburg, PA, May 11, 2020
’65 MD—Jeffrey H. Gordon,
Oyster Bay, NY, April 26, 2020
’65 GR—Uday S. Hattiangadi,
Houston, TX, April 27, 2020
’65 BS Ag—William R. Moyle,
Somerville, NJ, July 13, 2017
’65 MST—David E. Roberson,
Chicago, IL, May 1, 2020
’65 MAT—Joann M. Stuhr,
Davenport, IA, June 15, 2020
’65 BS Hotel—Thomas F. Tritsch,
Germantown, TN, June 10, 2020
’65 PhD—William E. Wallner Jr.,
Guilford, CT, April 3, 2020
’66 BS Ag—Jon E. Ahlquist,
Huntsville, AL, May 7, 2020
’66 BS ILR—Norman D. Alvy,
Delray Beach, FL, July 14, 2020
’66 BS HE—Sandra Winsor Emler,
Duxbury, MA, May 3, 2020
’66, BS ORIE ’69—Robert N. Falk,
Eastport, NY, June 10, 2020
’66 BA—Jerome A. Franz,
San Francisco, CA, May 13, 2020
’66 MD—Richard U. Levine,
New York City, April 21, 2020
’66—Stephan W. Poppick,
Brooklyn, NY, August 18, 2016
’66, BFA ’67—Susan C. Rothenberg,
Galisteo, NM, May 1, 2020
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’66 BA—Howard B. Rubin,
Belleair, FL, April 26, 2020
’67—Gilbert E. Broberg Jr.,
Yarmouth, ME, June 23, 2020
’67 LLB—Douglas C. Fairhurst,
New York City, October 19, 2019
’67 BS HE—Doris Nicloy Folger,
Rochester, MN, May 20, 2020
’67 BS HE—Judith Brown Lillis,
Kansas City, MO, June 12, 2020
’67—James L. Newkirk,
Lincoln, MA, May 17, 2020
’67 BS Ag—Jay L. Shelofsky,
El Granada, CA, April 27, 2020
’67 LLM—Suraj P. Singh,
New Delhi, India, June 9, 2020
’67 BS Hotel—John Zawinski,
McKees Rocks, PA, June 3, 2020
’68 BME—Bruce C. Bley,
Roswell, GA, June 16, 2020
’68 PhD—Roger K. Coomes,
Mankato, MN, July 11, 2020
’68 BA—Barry G. Grossman,
Erie, PA, May 21, 2020
’68 PhD—Teng-Hui Lee,
Taipei, Taiwan, July 23, 2020
’68 PhD—E. Ward Plummer,
Spring City, TN, July 23, 2020
’68 EdD—William H. Sell,
Hoschton, GA, April 24, 2020
’68 MILR—John J. Stote,
Grove City, PA, May 15, 2020
’69, BS Ag ’73—Richard C. Beck,
Wallingford, CT, June 7, 2020
’69 BEP, ME ’78—Matthew S. Brennesholtz,
Pleasantville, NY, August 2, 2020
’69 BS Hotel—Wayne A. Crawford,
Woodstock, GA, June 9, 2020
’69 BS Ag—Willard T. DeGolyer,
Castile, NY, June 14, 2020
’69 PhD—Joseph Foresi Jr.,
West Springfeld, MA, July 14, 2020
’69 BS Ag—Robert B. Jacobs,
Columbia, MO, May 1, 2020
’69 MAT—Edwin M. Joseph,
Atlantic Beach, FL, April 27, 2020
’69 MPA—Edwin L. Miller,
Puyallup, WA, June 25, 2020
’69, BS Ag ’71, MBA ’71—Donald D. Ranous,
Rochester, NY, October 3, 2019
’69 MS ORIE—Joseph Resnick,
Broomfeld, CO, May 29, 2020

1970s

’70 BA—John M. Bishop,
Syracuse, NY, May 15, 2020
’70 JD—Charles P. Eddy,
Los Angeles, CA, June 25, 2020
’70 PhD—John D. Gearhart,
Swarthmore, PA, May 27, 2020
’71 JD—John C. Altmiller,
McLean, VA, January 16, 2019
’71 PhD—Marian F. Monta,
Edinburg, TX, July 15, 2020
’71 BS Ag—Robert W. Reiniger,
Hatboro, PA, October 21, 2019
’71 BS Ag, PhD ’78—Charles P. Romaine,
State College, PA, June 26, 2020
’72 BA—Joseph E. Connolly,
New York City, June 5, 2020
’72—Joseph P. Egan,
Massapequa Park, NY, April 12, 2020
’72 MBA—Lawrence B. Hawkins,
Dallas, TX, April 25, 2020
’72 BS Ag, DVM ’76—Peter J. Ingraham,
Delhi, NY, May 18, 2020

’72—Margaret A. Kennedy,
Newburgh, NY, June 14, 2020
’72 JD—Peter T. Manzo,
High Point, NC, September 15, 2019
’72 BA—William H. Meyerson,
West Babylon, NY, February 19, 2020
’72 PhD—Thomas R. Milnes,
Tunkhannock, MA, April 16, 2020
’72, BS Hotel ’71—Joseph F. Prucino,
Claymont, DE, April 18, 2016
’72 DVM—Michael J. Tulman,
Ashford, CT, June 27, 2020
’72 B Chem E—Floyd G. Worrell III,
Old Saybrook, CT, July 20, 2020
’73 MCE—James W. Dahlen,
Renton, WA, June 23, 2020
’73 MBA—James D. Gewirtzman,
New City, NY, April 7, 2020
’73 BArch, MArch/MRP ’75—A. Jeffrey Skorneck,
Los Angeles, CA, July 1, 2020
’73—David D. Walter,
Seattle, WA, June 23, 2020
’74 PhD—Fredrick L. Jacobsen,
Dixon, CA, May 2, 2020
’74 BA—Phoebe Moore Rehner Jones,
Hopewell, NY, May 1, 2020
’74, BA ’75—John F. Powers,
San Francisco, CA, July 13, 2020
’74 BA—William B. Stevenson,
Englewood, CO, June 14, 2020
’75, BArch ’76—Falahuddin A. Abbasi,
London, UK, April 1, 2016
’75 MD—Thomas R. Beck,
Concord, MA, May 25, 2020
’75 BEP—Robert M. Kolbas,
Raleigh, NC, June 7, 2020
’75 BS ILR—Steven Spencer,
Wynnewood, PA, June 3, 2020
’76 MD—Jackie J. Chuong,
Guilford, CT, May 1, 2020
’76 BA—Walter J. Petersen,
Falls Church, VA, April 21, 2020
’76 BS ILR—Steven B. Weingarten,
Albany, NY, April 28, 2020
’77 MS Ag—Gary T. Boden,
Exeter, RI, July 7, 2020
’77 JD—Mark D. Newberger,
Philadelphia, PA; May 2, 2020
’77 MBA—Jerome F. Spencer,
Millville, NJ, April 20, 2020
’77 PhD—Daniel P. Wood,
Port St. Lucie, FL, May 7, 2020
’78 PhD—Earl F. Bloch,
Herndon, VA, July 7, 2020
’78 MS Ag, PhD ’83—Eleanore A. Cassel,
Sioux Falls, SD, August 3, 2020
’78 MA—Jack A. Cook,
Endwell, NY, June 5, 2020
’78 BS HE—Janet Collins Drumm,
Marblehead, MA, May 27, 2020
’78 BS HE—Fern B. Talmas,
Key West, FL, July 7, 2020
’79 MS Ag—James T. Gaffney,
Pennington, NJ, May 26, 2020
’79 BS Ag—Marc R. Schapiro,
Denver, CO, May 28, 2020
’79 PhD—Frank N. Traganos,
Pittsboro, NC, August 1, 2020

1980s

’80 BA—Bruce A. Benet,
Cascade, MI, July 27, 2020
’80 BS Hotel—Hamilton S. Carter,
Smyrna, DE, August 16, 2020
’80 BA—Mark R. Dagostino,
Duluth, MN, June 28, 2020

’80 BS Hotel—Stuart A. Haney,
Leesburg, VA, April 25, 2020
’80 BS Ag—Peter M. Zabawsky,
Trumansburg, NY, July 19, 2020
’81 BA—Jill Rappaport Rosell,
Homer, NY, August 15, 2017
’81 MD—Sina H. Zaim,
Maywood, NJ, May 3, 2020
’82 JD—Douglas F. Egan,
Odessa, FL, May 14, 2020
’82 MEE, PhD ’83—Roger M. Kieckhafer,
Houghton, MI, July 17, 2020
’82 BS HE, MS ’85, PhD ’90—Obiagele Lake,
Baltimore, MD, June 26, 2020
’82 BA—John D. Shumway Jr.,
Concord, MA, May 31, 2020
’83 MBA—Michael J. Banach,
Phoenix, AZ, July 24, 2020
’83 B Chem E—Thomas P. Magee,
South Windsor, CT, July 3, 2020
’84 MBA—Roberta L. Derlin,
Albuquerque, NM, 2018
’84, BS Ag ’85—Julia B. Riley,
Madison, WI, June 25, 2020
’84 BA—Margaret Crupi Skelly,
Carlisle, MA, July 26, 2020
’85 BA—Douglas D. Koller,
Gardner, MA, June 30, 2020
’86 BA, MD ’90—Vincent P. Ascrizzi,
Great Falls, VA, May 24, 2020
’87 PhD—Chungsuk Cha,
Potomac, MD, February 15, 2020
’89 MA, PhD ’91—Dominic J. Carbone,
Bethpage, NY, March 23, 2020
’89 BS Hotel—David Kwang-Ming Lee,
Rahway, NJ, May 22, 2020

1990s

’90 BEE—Michael R. Souryal,
Arlington, VA, June 16, 2020
’91 MFA—Donna M. Hatcher,
Tifton, GA, August 9, 2020
’94 MS HE—Virginia G. Houseknecht,
Ithaca, NY, May 24, 2020
’95 B Chem E—Jack S. Geilfuss,
Chelsea, MA, July 22, 2020
’96 PhD—M. Alannah Fitzgerald,
Petersburgh, NY, August 16, 2020
’98 MPA, PhD ’00—Aaron J. Ard,
Allendale, SC, June 30, 2020
’99 MPS—Kirby Edmonds,
Ithaca, NY, August 22, 2020
’99 BA—Jonathan L. Romero,
Ellicott City, MD, June 17, 2020

2000s

’00 MBA—David A. Reich,
San Diego, CA, July 26, 2020
’01 BA—Erin K. Sharp,
Hudson, OH, May 30, 2020
’03 BS HE—Juwairiyah Abubaker,
New City, NY, April 5, 2017
’03 BA—Molly M. Williams,
Newton, MA, July 24, 2020
’06 BA—Erin Garry,
New York City, June 4, 2020
’06—Andrew M. Sherrill,
Nashville, TN, June 19, 2020
’07 BS Hotel—Anthony J. Drexel Biddle IV,
Philadelphia, PA, December 30, 2019
’08 MBA—Francis X. Murphy,
Greenwich, CT, June 2, 2020

2010s

’14 BME—Patrick A. Walsh,
San Francisco, CA, May 22, 2020
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Safety Fur-st

PHOTOS: LINDSAY FRANCE/UREL

On a tour of campus, Touchdown
models proper COVID-era behavior
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CHAPTER

18

--X--

BRIGHT
YELLOWS.
VIBRANTREDS.
:And PERFECT
GREENS.

Early
ÿnd
nd Cindy, Pat and Tom out on the greens, enjoying each other’s company
Early mornings fi
and
andi improving their game. Now that they’re retired, this group of friends makes the short
drive to one of the many local, challenging golf courses as often as they can.
Without home and lawn maintenance to manage now, they can enjoy a relaxed lifestyle,
the company of friends and the promise of long-term care they may need someday right
on Kendal’s 105-acre campus. And, from here, the story just keeps getting better.
Come for a visit and tell us your story. Call 1-800-253-6325 or go to kai.kendal.org to learn more.

2230 N. Triphammer Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850

KENDALat Ithaca
Together, transforming the experience of aging~

A not-for-proÿt continuing care retirement community serving older adults in the Quaker tradition. ©2015 KENDAL
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PRO GRAM S
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DEVELOPMENT

0 eCornell

ONLI NE . BLEND ED.
CU STOM TO YOUR NEED S .
We make it easy for you to develop leaders in
your organization, foster a culture of diversity,
and build teams with the skills that drive results.
Explore 80+ high-impact professional certificate
programs created by faculty experts at
Cornell University.

•

•

Marketing • Leadership • Data Science
Business and Finance • Technology • Engineering
Proj ect Management • Hospitality

The best companies connect with the best minds at Cornell.
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