
News

Arts and Sciences
Changes Leaders
The College of Arts and Sciences, core
academic unit of the university, is get-
ting a new leader July 1, who is believed
to be its first dean from the physical
sciences. Prof. Geoffrey Chester,
physics, will replace Prof. Alain Seznec,
French literature, who steps back to
teaching and research after eight years in
the job.

Seznec has been one of the strongest
leaders of the college, which has 3,900 of
the university's 12,600 undergraduate
students. It enrolls half of the graduate
and undergraduate students from Cor-
nell's other ten schools and colleges in its
courses. He has been a member of the
faculty since 1958.

Keith Johnson '56, chairman of the
college's advisory council, praised Sez-
nec for launching the Performing Arts
Center and for recruiting and retaining
top faculty in the Arts and Sciences.
"Alain was the most persistent and en-
thusiatic advocate of [the Arts Center's]
construction, and I think it's sort of a
monument to him," he says. "He's also
been quite adept at raiding other univer-
sities for quality teachers, and he's been
extremely adept at keeping our quality
people here. I think that may have been
his strength as dean, and it may explain
his popularity with the college's
faculty/'

Seznec appointed Chester associate
dean in 1978, where he has particular re-
sponsibility for developing departmental
budgets. Chester is an authority on liq-
uid helium, first serving as a visiting pro-
fessor at the university in 1961. He was
director of the Laboratory of Atomic
and Solid State Physics from 1968 to
1977.

President Frank Rhodes observed of
Chester that he "has earned the respect
and trust of the faculty of the college.
He had the unanimous support of the
search committee."

In the past, physical scientists have
been drawn into administrative work at
Cornell in directing its many research

centers, going on from there to serve as
provost, vice president, or, in the case of
Dale Corson of physics, president.

The fact that Chester is the first physi-
cal scientist to serve as Arts dean
shouldn't be a source of concern, John-
son noted. He added that he also didn't
think "there's any significance to the
fact that the president of the university
[Rhodes, geology] the provost [Robert
Barker, biochemistry] and the new dean
are all scientists and all of British origin.
If anything, I find it an amusing coin-
cidence. Seznec is French. I don't know
what's wrong with the Americans; we
better get on the ball."

People: Harris
to head Λfricana

Prof. Robert Harris, Africana studies,
has been appointed director of the Afri-
cana Studies Center. He succeeds Prof.
James Turner, the first and only director
of the center that was founded in 1969.
Harris has been a member of the Cornell
faculty since 1975. He specializes in
Afro-American history and is currently
studying the influence of the United Na-
tions on the struggle for racial equality
in the United States. Harris was ap-
pointed to a five-year term and will be
eligible to serve only one additional term
as director.

Limiting the number of years the di-
rector may serve was one of the many
recommendations made by the Board of
Trustees in 1984. The trustees also rec-
ommended that the Africana center be
moved to central campus and incorpor^
ated into the College of Arts and Sci-
nces. Africana studies, which currently
occupies a former fraternity house on
Triphammer Road, is an interdisciplin-
ary unit not part of any college. At the
time the report was issued, the Africana
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Arts deans Seznec, top, and Chester

studies faculty opposed the trustees'
recommendations.

Harris said he wants to strengthen the
Africa studies component of the center
by bringing graduate students and schol-
ars from Africa to Cornell and by send-
ing Cornell faculty to Africa to conduct
research. Turner, who is a sociologist,
said he is stepping down to pursue
scholarly interests and will contine
teaching at Cornell.

Other honors

Two faculty members have been elected
to membership in the National Academy
of Sciences: Prof. Robert C. Richard-
son, physics, played an important role in
the 1971 discovery of the superfluid
phases of helium-3 and is currently stud-
ying the properties of materials as they
approach absolute zero. Donald L.Tur-
cotte, MAeroE '55, the Upson professor
of engineering, is chairman of the Geo-
logical Sciences Department. He has
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Closeout
Sale

3 Cornell items

Color aerial photo of the
campus, 13x17 Vi, suitable
for framing. $3. 3 for $6.

Set of campus placemats
with the same photo
laminated in plastic. Set of
4, $6.

The Cornell Widow
Anthology: 1894-1994.
Edited by Joey Green '80.
Softcover, 224 pages. $6.

While they last!

See our Reunion booth at
Barton Hall.
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Ithaca, N.Y. 14850
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studied convection processes in the
Earth's interior and demonstrated the
importance of thermal boundary layers
to the movement of tectonic plates
around the surface of the planet. The
National Academy of Sciences acts as an
official adviser to the federal govern-
ment upon request and bestows mem-
bership for those with a record of "dis-
tinguished and continued achievements
in original research."

President Frank Rhodes led a discus-
sion on restoring America's global eco-
nomic competitiveness during a national
conference in April sponsored by the
Northeast-Midwest Congressional Coal-
ition, the Congressional Clearinghouse
on the Future, and the Business-Higher
Education Forum. Participants included
congressmen, leaders from education,
and corporate executives. The con-
ference at Hot Springs, Virginia, sought
to reach a consensus on recommenda-
tions regarding international trade and
support for education and research that
the participants hope will be considered
by Congress.

Seven members of the faculty have
been awarded 1986 Guggenheim
Fellowships. The recipients and their
proposed subjects of study are Pro-
fessors Barry K. Carpenter, chemistry,
challenges to the classical models of
reactivity; Keith E. Gubbins, engineer-
ing, statistical mechanics of small
systems; Ronald M. Harris-Warrick,
neurobiology and behavior,
neuromodulation of a small motor cir-
cuit; Paul L. Houston, chemistry,
molecular dynamics of elementary
chemical processes; Ronnie Po-chia
Hsia, history, origins of anti-semitism in
early modern Germany; Nicholas M.
Kiefer, economics, applied stochastic
economics; and Steven Stucky, DMA
'78, music, music composition. Cornell
ranked seventh among American univer-
sities in the number of recipients this
year.

Three professors of plant breeding
have been elected Fellows of the Crop
Science Society of America for their ac-
complishments in crop science. Prof.
William D. Pardee, PhD '60, is a spe-
cialist in field crops and an authority on
production and usage of field crop
seeds. Prof. Royse R. Murphy, emeri-
tus, developed several varieties of alfalfa
and other forage crops that have bene-
fited agriculture in the Northeast. Prof.
Neal F. Jensen, PhD '42, emeritus,
developed twenty new varieties of
wheat, oats, and barley which have
helped states in the Northeast boost their
grain productivity over the past four
decades.

Prof. Frederick G. Marcham, PhD
'26, English history, emeritus, has been
reelected mayor of Cayuga Heights, a
position he has held for thirty years.
Marcham, who is 87, said he hopes to
continue as mayor as long as he is able.
He spends his mornings on campus,
where he still teaches, and his afternoons
at Village Hall. He said he thinks a may-
or should not be a commander or a hero,
but rather a steady presence, someone
who can give a community continuity.

Two faculty members were awarded
Rockefeller Foundation fellowships to
study the long-term implications of
changing gender roles in society. Prof.
Sandra L. Bern, psychology, will study
how a young child's self-concept and be-
havior become gender-stereotyped and
how that process might be weakened.
Prof. Mary Beth Norton, history, will
continue research for a book on the gen-
der-role system of 17th century America
and its subsequent transformation.

Prof. Lionel I. Weiss, operations re-
search and industrial engineering, re-
ceived the $1,500 Award for Excellence
in Engineering Teaching. The award is
sponsored by an engineering alumni
organization and Tau Beta Pi, national
honorary society in engineering, and the
recipient is chosen on the basis of stu-
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