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Preface

The custom of honoring each deceased faculty member through a memorial statement was established in 1868,
just after the founding of Cornell University. Annually since 1938, the Office of the Dean of the Faculty has

produced a memorial booklet which is sent to the families of the deceased and also filed in the university archives.

We are now making the entire collection of memorial statements (1868 through 2009) readily available online
and, for convenience, are grouping these by the decade in which the death occurred, assembling the memorials
alphabetically within the decade. The Statements for the early years (1868 through 1938, assembled by Dean
Cornelius Betten and now enlarged to include the remaining years of the 1930s, are in volume one. Many of these
entries also included retirement statements; when available, these follow the companion memorial statement in

this book. A CD version has also been created.

A few printed archival copies are being bound and stored in the Office of the Dean of the Faculty and in the Rare
and Manuscript Collection in Kroch Library. However, the primary access (approximately 3,400 pages) is online

in the University Faculty Archive at http://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17811 and within “The Legacy of

Cornell Faculty and Staft” Collection at http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/14143

These documents are full-text searchable across all years. Individual memorial statements, as well as volumes of
these, may be downloaded. These PDF files include bookmarks and a contents listing with each entry hyperlinked

for convenient access. For historical purposes, scans of the original documents are also accessible.

This project was sponsored by The Cornell Association of Professors Emeriti. Proofreaders included: Barry B.
Adams, Royal D. Colle, Gould P. Colman, P. C. Tobias de Boer, Ronald B. Furry, Donald F. Holcomb, Malden C.
Nesheim, Porus D. Olpadwala and Milo E. Richmond. Judith A. Bower, who has edited these booklets for many
years, has had oversight for quality control. These were produced by J. Robert Cooke, co-founder of the Internet-
First University Press with Kenneth M. King. J. Robert Cooke has also served as Dean of the University Faculty

(1998-2003).

The archival copies of the source materials were provided by Diane D. LaLonde of the Office of the Dean of the
Faculty and Elaine Engst of the Division of Rare and Manuscript Collection. The scanning and optical character
recognition services were provided by Fiona Patrick and colleagues in the Cornell University Library’s Digital

Consulting and Production Services.
November 2010
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Memorial Statements: 1980 thru 1989

Name Vol.Page ending* [j —C—

—A— Canoyer, Helen Gertrude 6.69 17830
Adams, James Alfred 6.1 19274 Cantwell, Raymond M. 6.72 18613
Adelmann, Howard Bernhardt 6.3 19218 WM Caplan, Harry 6.74 18066
Agnew, Ralph Palmer 6.7 19237 W Carpenter, Jesse Thomas 6.78 19212
Albright, H. Darkes 6.9 19303 W Christian, Vance A. 6.81 18623
Alexander, Frank DeWitt 6.11 18859 W Cladel, Charles Edward 6.83 19052
Asdell, Sydney Arthur 6.14 19256 W Clark, Benjamin E. 6.85 19010
—B— Clarke, Gilmore David 6.88 18819
Barlow, John Peleg 6.17 18125 [ Clausen, Robert Theodore 6.91 18194
Barnes, LeRoy Lesher 6.19 18602 R Cole, W. Storrs 6.94 19208
Bayne, Thomas L. 6.21 18565 W Collison, Reginald C. 6.97 18208
Bent, Frederick T. 6.23 19200 @ Cooper, L. Leola 6.99 19282
Berg, Clifford Osburn 6.25 19194 W Copeland, Morris A. 6.101 19191
Bergman, Emmett Norlin 6.27 19247 @ Cunningham, Lowell Clem 6.104 18618
Bernatsky, Matthew 6.29 18201 W Curtis, Otis Freeman, Jr. 6.107 18277
Black, Max 6.30 19225 W Cuykendall, Trevor Rhys 6.109 18233
Blackall, Eric A. 6.35 19254 @ —D—

Bloetjes, Mary Kiefer 6.38 19217 WM Danks, Arthur Gordon 6.111 19302
Bolton, Gary Robert 6.41 17897 W Darling, Charles Douglas 6.113 19299
Boynton, Damon 6.43 19242 deChazeau, Melvin G. 6.116 18170
Bradfield, Richard 6.47 18280 W DeGraff, Herrell Franklin 6.118 18019
Briant, Alice Mary 6.50 19243 WM Dieckmann, Herbert 6.120 19216
Brittain, W. Lambert 6.52 19290 Doremus, Mabel 6.125 19262
Burckmyer, Elizabeth Loring Keyes 6.54 17856 W Du Bois, George Burton 6.127 19265
Burckmyer, Lawrence A., Jr. 6.56 19220 B Dukes, Henry Hugh 6.130 19283
Burkholder, Walter Hagemeyer 6.59 17832 W Durland, Lewis Hudson 6.132 18529
Burrell, Arthur Brotherton 6.60 19214 @ —E—

Burtt, Edwin Arthur 6.63 19288 B Echols, John M. 6.134 19115
Butts, Orrilla Wright 6.67 19268 Einset, John 6.137 18131

* Web address is http://fecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/ plus five digit ending.
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Emerson, Lynn A.
Evans, Jennette

—F—

Farnham, William Hursh

Feldman, Harold
Fernow, Karl Herman
Fincher, Myron Gustin
Flash, Edward S.

Foss, Edward W.
Freeman, Frank S.
French, Walter Hoyt
—G—

Gilman, Herbert Lester
Gilpatrick, John Daniel
Goldsen, Rose K.
Gregg, James Lawrence
Grohmann, H. Victor
Grout, Donald Jay
Guerlac, Henry E.
Guise, Cedric Hay
Gyrisco, George Gordon
_H—

Hall, Emilie Towner

Hall, Goldan O.

Hamilton, James Morton

Hanslowe, Kurt Loewus
Hanson, C. Arnold
Harden, Leigh H.
Harrington, Clifford R.

Hathaway, Baxter L.

1980 thru 1989 (continued)

6.140
6.142

6.144
6.147
6.150
6.152
6.154
6.157
6.159
6.161

6.162
6.164
6.167
6.169
6.171
6.174
6.179
6.184
6.186

6.188
6.190
6.192
6.194
6.197
6.199
6.201
6.203

17824
18137

18188
19193
18549
18384
19171
19257
19277
18306

18050
18135
18581
19192
18926
19173
18009
17920
19279

17970
17867
19304
18395
18836
19258
17960
17963

Hedrick, Jay Eldred
Henderson, Charles Roy
Henry, Mary Frances
Hertel, John Parker
Heuser, Gustave F.

Hill, Forrest F.
Hillhouse, A. Miller
Hoefer, Helen Paine
Hoffman, Melvin B.
Hollister, Solomon Cady
Hoskins, Edwin Ray
Hucker, George James
Humphrey, Margaret Louise
Hutton, James

—]—

Jeftrey, Joseph Olmstead
Johndrew, Orvis F,, Jr.
Johnson, Herbert H.
Johnson, John Raven
Johnston, Frances A.
Jordan, William Kirby
_K—

Kaiser, Louis William
Kaske, Robert Earl
Keeton, William T.
Kelley, Gerald B.
Kendrick, M. Slade
Kerr, Harry A.

Kiefer, Jack Carl

Knapp, Wayne Robert

6.206
6.208
6.211
6.214
6.216
6.218
6.221
6.223
6.226
6.229
6.233
6.235
6.237
6.238

6.241
6.243
6.245
6.247
6.249
6.253

6.255
6.258
6.260
6.262
6.265
6.268
6.271
6.273

19094
19276
18494
19174
17918
19195
19296
18074
19273
18614
18996
19228
18445
18113

18662
18212
19297
19070
18755
19224

18228
19301
18353
19165
18629
19180
18154
18171

Hint: To use this contents listing efficiently, search Adobe Acrobat Help for ‘Retrace your viewing path.’

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statements 1980-1989: Volume 6 [



Krenzin, Ralph E.

S g

Lacy, Myron D.

Laubengayer, Albert Washington
Lechner, Fred G.

Liang, Ta

Lienk, Siegfried Eric

Little, Ethel S.

Livermore, J. Randall

Ludford, Geoffrey Stuart Stephen
Lutz, Edward A.

—M—

MacDaniels, Laurence Howland
MacDonald, John W.
MacDougall, Robert D.
Mahoney, James Owen

Mabhr, Herbert

Marx, Gerald A.

Mason, Clyde Walter

Massey, Louis Melville, Jr.
Mbata, J. Congress Mphetizeli
McKeegan, Paul L.

McManus, John F.

McNair, Arthur James

Miller, John I.

Mineka, Francis Edward
Mizener, Arthur Moore

Moore, Harold E., Jr.

Morison, Robert Swain

Morris, Edward P.
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1980 thru 1989 (continued)

6.275

6.277
6.279
6.281
6.284
6.286
6.289
6.291
6.293
6.296

6.299
6.305
6.307
6.310
6.314
6.316
6.318
6.321
6.323
6.326
6.327
6.329
6.331
6.334
6.337
6.342
6.345
6.348

18709

18357
19215
19000
19169
19251
18842
18146
18173
18296

18648
18144
19278
19205
18000
19189
17932
19219
19201
18309
19127
19164
19062
18736
19190
18001
19275
19287

Morris, James O.
Morse, Chandler
Morse, Lewis Wilbur
Moynihan, John Robert
Musgrave, Robert Burns
_N—

Nangeroni, Louis Lindo
Nelson, A. Gordon
Nelson, Walter Ludwig
Nettels, Curtis Putnam
Newhall, Herbert Frank
Nichols, Melvin L.
Nilsson, Arthur Edward
Norris, Leo Chandler
Novarr, David

—_0—

Olafson, Peter

Olson, Gerald W.
Osborn, Robert Elim
—p—

Parker, Kenneth Gardner
Pattillo, Nathan Allen
Pearson, Frank A., IT
Pederson, Carl Severin
Peech, Michael

Penney, Norman
Perkins, Dexter
Perkins, Harold C.
Peterson, Arthur H.

Porter, Joseph P.

6.350
6.352
6.355
6.357
6.359

6.362
6.364
6.367
6.369
6.372
6.374
6.376
6.378
6.380

6.384
6.386
6.388

6.390
6.392
6.395
6.397
6.400
6.402
6.405
6.407
6.409
6.411

18150
19162
18616
19179
19229

19281
19041
18643
17935
19210
18300
19204
18418
19300

18635
19269
19198

18512
19168
18994
19166
19234
18531
18858
19236
19270
18319



Powell, Whiton

—_R—

Rabinowitz, Deborah
Rabinowitz, Isaac
Raleigh, George J.
Randolph, Lowell Fitz
Raney, Edward C.
Rathmell, John Macklin
Redding, ]. Saunders
Reichmann, Felix
Rockwood, Lemo Dennis
Roe, Albert Sutherland
Rollins, Mabel A.
Romanoft, Alexis Lawrence
Ross, A. Frank

Russell, Charles Clyde
—S—

Sale, William Merritt, Jr.
Saunders, Byron W.
Scott, Bernice Margaret
Seley, Jason

Sherf, Arden Frederick
Sherry, John Harold
Sienko, Michell J.
Simons, David Malcolm
Smith, Howard Godwin
Smith, William A.
Smock, Robert M.
Stainton, Walter Hutchinson

Stocks, Esther Harriette
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1980 thru 1989 (continued)

6.413

6.416
6.418
6.421
6.423
6.426
6.428
6.430
6.433
6.436
6.439
6.441
6.444
6.446
6.448

6.451
6.454
6.458
6.460
6.465
6.467
6.469
6.472
6.474
6.476
6.478
6.480
6.481

18457

19292
19305
18794
18386
18881
19261
19226
19250
18550
19211
19294
17913
19260
19199

18664
19266
17847
19104
19295
19065
18684
18958
18069
18637
18508
19170
19291

Strong, Everett M.

Stutz, Frederick H.

T

Taylor, Carrie Williams
Tracy, Martha Leighton
Travis, Bernard V.
Troxell, Barbara

True, Virginia

Tyler, Howard Styring
Tyler, Leon John

—_U—

Uhler, Lowell Dohner
_V—

van Veen, André Gerard
VanDemark, Paul J.
—W—

Waage, Frederick O.
Warren, Ernest Neal
Webster, Dwight A.
Wells, Frederick Morris
Wertheimer, Barbara Mayer
Whalen, Michael Dennis
Whittaker, Robert H.
Wightman, Henry Booth
Willcox, Bertram Francis
Wilson, Hugh M.
Wimsatt, William Abell
Winding, Charles Calvert
Winter, George

Wolfowitz, Jacob

6.483
6.486

6.489
6.490
6.492
6.494
6.497
6.498
6.500

6.502

6.504
6.507

6.510
6.513
6.516
6.519
6.521
6.523
6.525
6.527
6.529
6.533
6.535
6.537
6.540
6.544

19182
17866

18889
18548
17879
19040
19249
18053
19178

19213

19181
19202

17949
19172
19248
18782
18907
18427
18279
18080
19227
19095
18400
19028
17915
19116



1980 thru 1989 (continued)

Woodward, William M. 6.547 18352
Wright, Florence E. 6.549 17989
Wright, William J. 6.551 18314
7

Zwerman, Paul Joseph 6.553 18160
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James Alfred Adams

September 2, 1906 — March 1, 1988

J. Alfred Adams, professor emeritus, died March 1, 1988 in Cary, North Carolina. He was born in Ventnor, Ontario,
Canada, on September 2, 1906. He spent his childhood on his parents’ farm and attended local schools. His early
interests in the study of birds, plants, and nature in general never flagged during his eighty-one year life span. Dr.
Adams received his Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture from the University of Toronto, Agricultural College,
Guelph, in 1931. He obtained his Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy degrees from Iowa State University
in 1933 and 1935, respectively, with specializations in entomology, zoology, and biological chemistry. His Master
of Science dissertation was on the “Biological Investigations of the Firebrat, Thermobia domestica (Packard)”. His
doctoral thesis was Thermobia domestica (Packard) and its gregarine parasites”. He married Ruth Dudgeon of

Ames, Iowa in 1936 and became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 1939.

Dr. Adams’ academic positions included instructor in biology at Iowa State College, 1935-37, instructor in zoology
from 1937 to 1941, and assistant professor in zoology at Grinnell College in Iowa from 1941 to 1943. He taught
during the summers of 1941 and 1942 at the Lakeside Laboratory of the University of lowa, Okoboji Lake, where he
made observations on aquatic insects. He joined the faculty of Cornell’s New York State Agricultural Experiment
Station at Geneva as assistant professor in 1943 and was promoted to associate professor in entomology in 1947.

He retired in late 1971 and was awarded the title of professor of entomology, emeritus, effective December 8, 1971.

Dr. Adams worked at the Hudson Valley Laboratory located earlier at Poughkeepsie and later at Highland, New
York throughout his tenure at the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station. During the early years, he
concentrated his research efforts on the biology and control of the Japanese beetle and the oriental beetle in the
Hudson Valley and Long Island. He developed effective control procedures for these turf insect pests through the
utilization of diseases, parasites, and chemicals. In 1952, he assumed additional responsibilities for developing
suitable control procedures for sweet corn pests in the Hudson Valley. His detailed and precise studies on the
biology and phenology of these pests enabled sweet corn growers to apply their control measures only when
needed and at times to yield maximum benefits. He determined the temporal relationship between such flowering
plants as lilacs and the development of insect pests. He was an early practitioner of what is now termed “integrated
pest management” (IPM). In recognition of his valuable services, the sweet corn growers of the Hudson Valley

honored Dr. Adams with a retirement banquet in December 1971.

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statements 1980s: Volume 6 1



Dr. Adams was elected to Phi Kappa Phi in 1933 and Sigma Xi in 1935. He was a member of the Entomological
Society of America, American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Institute of Biological
Sciences, Iowa Academy of Science, New York State Horticultural Society, and the American Society of
Parasitologists. His life-long love of nature prompted him to be active in Hudson Valley conservation, natural
history, and ecological programs. At the time of his retirement in 1971, he was president of the John Burroughs
Natural History Society, a director of the John Burroughs Memorial Society, a member of the Dutchess County
Mosquito Control Committee, the committee in charge of the Slabsides Nature Sanctuary, West Park, New York,

and the Hyde Park Shade Tree Commission.

Following retirement, Dr. Adams and his wife remained in Hyde Park where they continued their interests in
natural history and preservation. Because of his failing health, they moved to Cary, North Carolina in 1986, to
be close to one of their children. Dr. Adams is survived by his wife, Ruth Dudgeon Adams; two sons, Gordon D.

Adams and Donald W. Adams; one daughter, Carolyn Adams Garcia; and ten grandchildren.

Edward H. Glass, George A. Schaefers, Paul ]. Chapman
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Howard Bernhardt Adelmann

May 8, 1898 — July 25, 1988

“Professor Howard B. Adelmann represents a splendid type of scientist and scholar. He is a Cornellian if there
ever was one. Born in Buffalo, he came to Cornell in 1916 and with short interruptions ... he has resided on the
lovely hills of Ithaca ever since.” So wrote Henry E. Sigerist, the eminent scholar, editor, and historian of medicine,
in his enthusiastic review of Adelmann’s 1942 edition of The Embryological Treatises of Hieronymus Fabricius of
Aquapendente. Yes, Howard was indeed a Cornellian, one of Cornell’s greatest teachers and scholars. His affiliation
with our institution spanned seventy-two years, sixty-seven of them as a member of the faculty—a tenure that in
the entire history of Cornell is surpassed only by the seventy-three years of Walter F. Willcox! At the time of

Howard’s death, at the age of ninety, only Willcox had ever served longer as a member of the Cornell faculty.

Howard graduated from Cornell with an A.B. degree in 1920, an A.M. in 1922, and a Ph.D. in 1924. He began his
long and distinguished teaching career here in 1919 when he was appointed assistant in histology and embryology
while still an undergraduate. Until the mid-1960s one climbed the academic ladder to a tenured position at Cornell
very slowly. Even so, Howard moved upward more rapidly than many of his peers, becoming an instructor in 1921,

an assistant professor in 1925, and professor in 1937. He was appointed professor emeritus in 1966.

While still an assistant professor, Howard won international acclaim as an experimental embryologist for his
pioneering studies of cyclopia and the development of the amphibian and the avian eye. These attracted the
attention of Professor Hans Spemann, who in 1927 invited Howard, as a National Research Council Fellow, to

work in his laboratory at the University of Freiburg. Thus began a long and inspiring friendship.

In the early thirties, during a two-year sojourn in New York City as a visiting professor in the Department of
Ophthalmology at Columbia’s College of Physicians and Surgeons, Howard was repeatedly urged to leave Ithaca
and permanently join the department’s staff at a most tempting salary—offers he steadfastly refused, for his heart

was at Cornell.

Very early in his academic career Howard began collecting rare books dealing with the history of embryology,
anatomy, and general biology. His extensive private library of more than 4,800 volumes subsequently became the
nucleus of the History of Science Collections established by the Cornell Library in 1961. With continuing support
from Howard, the Adelmann Collection has prospered, and today it is one of the finest of its type in this country.

Included in this remarkable collection are nearly all of the great classics in anatomy and embryology from the 16th
Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statements 1980s: Volume 6 3



through the 19th century. A life-long friend of the University Library, Howard was also a founding member of the

Library Associates and in 1942-43 served as the second chairman of that group.

Howard’s respect for history was pervasive and unusual— unusual, at least, among his colleagues in the sciences.
He read at least six foreign languages, including Greek and medieval Latin, and he always insisted on reading “the
old masters” in their original language to be certain of the essence of their arguments. It is thus not surprising that
Howard’s scholarly interests turned increasingly to the history of anatomy and embryology. His handsome volume
on Hieronymus Fabricius was published in 1942 by the Cornell University Press and received that year’s E.S. Crofts
Prize for the most distinguished work by a member of the Cornell faculty. In recognition of Howard’s outstanding
contributions to its collections, and to the history of anatomy and embryology in general, the University Library
in 1988 celebrated Howard’s ninetieth birthday by acquiring in his honor a magnificent copy of Fabricius™ De

venarum ostiolis (Padua, 1603)—one of the rarest of all the great classics in the history of science.

Extending his earlier work on Fabricius, Howard subsequently produced two internationally acclaimed studies on
the life and work of another of the founders of modern embryology, the 17th-century Italian scientist Marcello
Malpighi. His monumental five-volume work, Marcello Malpighi and the Evolution of Embryology, was published
by the Cornell University Press in 1966; his second multivolume work on Malpighi, The Correspondence of Marcello
Malpighi, was published by the Cornell University Press in 1975. For the first of these definitive studies Howard
was awarded the History of Science Society’s Pfizer Award in 1967 for the outstanding book on the history of
science published during the previous year. Appropriately, Howard traced his own intellectual heritage directly
back to Malpighi. “At surprisingly few removes he [Malpighi] was the forebear of many of us who are teaching and
studying today. He was, for example (if I may be personal for a moment), the teacher of Antonio Maria Valsalva;
Valsalva, of Giovanni Battista Morgagni; Morgagni, of Antonio Scarpa; Scarpa, of Ignaz Déllinger; Dollinger,
of Louis Agassiz; Agassiz, of Burt Green Wilder; Wilder, of Simon Henry Gage; Gage, of Benjamin Freeman

Kingsbury; and Kingsbury, whose rare qualities I take this opportunity to extol, was my teacher.”

More than twenty-five glowing reviews of Howard’s magnum opus, Marcello Malpighi and the Evolution of
Embryology, appeared in professional journals. A sampling of but a few comments is sufficient to convey the
enthusiasm generated by the publication of this magnificent study which was hailed by both scientists and

historians from around the world:
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Imbued throughout with a passionate enthusiasm for the historical past and for the science of embryology,
these five immense volumes will be a permanent monument to the underlying unity of the scientific and
cultural traditions. When in future generations, men shall read Marcello Malpighi and the Evolution of
Embryology, they may be led to remark both of science in the 17th century and of scholarship in the 20th,

“there were giants in those times.” [Leonard G. Wilson, Yale University]

There can be no dispute that this is the most monumental contribution of our century to the “fine structure”
of the history of biology in general and embryology in particular . . . The sheer mass of the result looks
at first sight intimidating, but the writing is so lively and the facts revealed so curious and entertaining
that anyone who dips into any of the volumes at random will probably be sufficiently intrigued to keep on
reading. An infinite amount of unravelling has gone into this, the digging out of the details of Malpighi’s
somewhat harassed life at Bologna, Messina, and Rome, the identification of the meanings of hundreds of
obsolete technical terms of the old biologists to show what they intended, and the dissection of Malpighi’s
own theoretical thinking, central as it was to the general unfolding of the perpetual opposition of epigenesis

and preformation. The scholarship is meticulous. [Joseph Needham, Cambridge University]

Nearly twenty years later, Daniel Boorstin, the Librarian of Congress, summed it up best in his book The
Discoverers: “A good introduction to Malpighi is Luigi Belloni’s article in the Dictionary of Scientific Biography
... supplemented by Joseph Needham, A History of Embryology (1934). But there is no competition anywhere else
in the history of medicine for the delights of reading and browsing than in Howard B. Adelmann’s monumental

Marcello Malpighi and the Evolution of Embryology.”

Numerous honors came to Howard for his scholarship during his illustrious career at Cornell, among them the
degree of Doctor of Science honoris causa from Ohio State University in 1962, the Order of the Star of Italian
Solidarity in 1962, the William H. Welch Medal from the American Association for the History of Medicine
in 1967, the degree of Doctor of Medicine honoris causa from the University of Bologna, Italy, in 1972, and the

Galileo Galilei Prize from the University of Pisa, Italy, also in 1972.

Early in his career, Howard was acclaimed by his undergraduate students as the “best” and “toughest” teacher at
Cornell. The full measure of his inspiration as a teacher, however, is reflected in the dozens of tributes from his

former graduate students on the occasion of his eighty-fifth birthday and at his death. A short sample follows:
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Howard never did things casually. He insisted on punctiliousness and practiced the old aphorism that if a thing is worth doing it

has to be done well. [William Montagna, Oregon Regional Primate Research Center]

My association with Howard as student, colleague and friend was the most important and influential personal relationship of my

professional life. [Harold F. Parks, University of Kentucky Medical School]

My memories of Dr. Adelmann are personal ones; walking round and round the Arts & Sciences’ Quadrangle on a summer’s
evening listening to him talk about Malpighi; Sunday evening dinners at his apartment with good food, Mozart, chess, and
reading aloud. He was a living example of what he preached—determine what is most important and then pursue it with complete

disregard for the trivialities of life. [A. Duncan Chiquoine, Hamilton College]

I have never forgotten the positive effects you had on my personal and professional life, all that I owe you for your steadfast belief
in my potential, the generous and often critical advice that helped mould my personal and professional outlooks. [William A.

Wimsatt, Cornell University]

Howard’s love and understanding of young children was also a delight to the families of many of his graduate
students and young colleagues. He would often invite a family of five or six to a Sunday evening dinner and
entertain all in his apartment with good food, fine music, and readings from Grimm’s Fairy Tales. In addition,
Howard was always a source of sound counsel and sympathetic reassurance when it came to the problems a

youngster of two to five posed for a young mother.

During all these years, Howard also carried his full share of Cornell committee and administrative assignments.
He served as chairman of the Department of Zoology from 1944 to 1959 and was a faculty representative on the

Cornell Board of Trustees from 1947 to 1951.

Howard and Dorothy May Schullian were married on July 6, 1978, each for the first time—he at age eighty, she at
seventy-two! His wife was herself a distinguished historian of medicine, as well as the first curator of the History
of Science Collections in the Cornell Library. Having been professional colleagues for many years, they shared
together for the last decade of their lives both the burden of declining health and the continuing joy of common

interests.

Howard leaves for all of us a rich legacy of scholarship that includes not only his own publications but, also, his
commitment to preserving and understanding those of his predecessors. This legacy will be a source of reference

and inspiration for his students—and his students’ students—for generations to come.

John M. Anderson, David W. Corson, Perry W. Gilbert
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Ralph Palmer Agnew

December 29, 1900 — October 16, 1986

Ralph Palmer Agnew was born in Poland, Ohio, on December 29, 1900. He was the eldest of five brothers in
a farming family. Throughout his life his absorbing interests were farming (later in the watered-down form of
gardening) and mathematics. He obtained an A.B. degree in mathematics and engineering at Allegheny College
and a master’s degree in the same subject at Iowa State College. In 1925 he came to Cornell as a graduate student
and became a Doctor of Philosophy in 1930. From 1930 to 1932 he was a National Research Fellow and worked at

the University of Cincinnati, at Brown University, and at Princeton University.

Agnew’s outstanding ability had greatly impressed the Cornell faculty while he was still a graduate student. They
were determined to hire him, and he was appointed to an assistant professorship in 1931, while still a National
Research Fellow. From then on Agnew was at Cornell (he became a professor in 1938 and emeritus in 1968) except

for accepting a variety of short, prestigious, visiting appointments at other institutions.

Agnew was the chairman of the Department of Mathematics from 1940 to 1950. We can do no better than to quote

the following description from Mark Kac’s Enigmas of Chance:

“During his ten years as chairman, Ag, as he is called by his friends, brought about at times, at considerable
personal sacrifice, changes in outlook and attitude which prepared the way for the mathematics department
to become one of the leading departments in the country. Ag was a very good mathematician and a superb
administrator. By the latter I do not mean that he was universally popular. Quite to the contrary, he was
at times severely criticized, but he stayed with his convictions, and in the end most of his controversial
decisions were vindicated. Ag avoided emergencies by anticipating them and acting before they had a
chance to arise. After our entry into the war he foresaw that sooner or later large numbers of soldiers and
sailors would be sent to the universities for some kind of technical training, and that there was bound
to be a tremendous demand for elementary mathematics courses. So, very early in the game he began to
collect information about faculty members throughout the university who remembered enough of their
high school and college mathematics to be able to teach high school algebra, plane geometry, and possibly

a little trigonometry.

“Sure enough, six hundred army recruits arrived in June 1943, to be followed by more than sixteen hundred

navy V-12s, including three hundred marines. The army contingent came, if I remember correctly, on
Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statements 1980s: Volume 6 7



Friday, and the following Monday twenty or so as yet unscheduled sections had to be met. They all were,
after Ag spent the weekend telephoning his ‘reserves.” Because of his genius for organization and his
foresight, that Monday proceeded in a reasonably well-ordered way instead of being the chaos that one

might have expected.”

During Agnew’s term as chairman Cornell became a world center in the field of probability because his skill and

foresight enabled him to bring Will Feller and Mark Kac to the university.

After the war, when the rapid expansion of universities created an acute shortage of teachers, Agnew cast his net

wide. One of us (W. H. J. F.) gratefully records that he owes his association with Cornell to Agnew’s invitation.

Agnew had a sharp, clear, incisive, and original mind. He abhorred prevarication and always went straight to
the heart of the matter both in his thinking and in his conversation. He was a tremendous teacher and a prolific
and successful research mathematician, a world authority in the field of summability of series. He published two
excellent text books, one on calculus and one on differential equations. These books clearly display the qualities
that made him such an outstanding teacher: The central part of an argument is stated with crystal clarity and

without fussy detail. Interesting applications are exhibited and motivated, often with a dash of quick humor.

In 1927 Agnew married Anne Wright, who survives him. They had one son, Palmer Wright Agnew, who is a

successful engineer at IBM. Agnew died on October 16, 1986.

G. Roger Livesay, Anil Nerode, Wolfgang H. Fuchs
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H. Darkes Albright

July 24, 1907 — August 12, 1988

Darkes Albright was born into the small Pennsylvania community of Lebanon Valley to Harry J. and Bertha
Albright. He was given his father’s first name, Harry, and his mother’s family name, Darkes, though as an adult
he reduced the first to “H.” and became known to all as “Darkes.” He was educated in Lebanon schools through
an A.B. at Lebanon Valley College in 1928, then came to Cornell to take an A.M. in 1931 and a Ph.D. in 1935. His
teaching career began at Iowa State Teachers College in the years from 1934 to 1936, after which he accepted the
offer of his teacher and friend Alexander Drummond to return to Cornell and take up the career that continued

to his retirement in 1971.

Duringthe years of Darkes’ tenure as a senior figure in the then Department of Speech and Drama he wasa dominant
force in the theatrical life of the University. Always faithful to Drummond’s vision of academic theatre and theatre
studies in an academic context, he and the departments he led stressed work and study that drew students, and
most of them undergraduates, from all over the University. It was certainly in large part his achievement that the
corridors of Goldwin Smith and, later, Lincoln Hall were alive in that time with student interest in drama. Of
course the play productions during those years reflected both the advantages and disadvantages of student actors
and backstage workers. But they were always stamped by the quality of amateurs in the best sense of that tradition,

of persons who loved what they were doing, and at their best they were miraculously fine.

In other respects more visible to the world outside Cornell, Darkes was seen as a preeminent professional. His
publications consisted of Working Up a Part (1947), a manual for beginning actors, the still durable Principles of
Theatre Art (1955) with Lee Mitchell and William Halstead, and a translation of Adolph Appia’s The Work of Living
Art (1960). He edited The Story of Meininger (1963), Memories of the Theatre Libre (1964), and Meyerhold’s Theatre
of the Grotesque (1971), and he served as an associate editor of the Educational Theatre Journal from 1952-1954. He

was a member and for a time the president of the American Theatre Association.

But for those who worked with him at Cornell it is the extremely collegial, vigorously good-humored, extraordinarily
dedicated Darkes who is primarily remembered. Darkes Albright had an unusually close relation to students; he
cared about them deeply, and they knew it. Rare indeed was the tireless attention he gave to graduate students whose
talents were better suited to acting or directing than to writing their dissertations. Rarer still was his unflagging
devotion to a cross-fertilization between the art of theatre and the rigors of theatre studies. His warmth, concern,
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and finely tuned sense of responsibility were in fact evident in everything he did: in his and his wife’s involvement
for many years in the Coop Food Store, one of the city’s most popular and successful community ventures, in their

later work with McGraw House, and in his continuing work after retirement with senior citizens.

These activities and the qualities they imply were in some sense extensions of his life with his family. From the
time of his marriage to Elizabeth Nelson in 1936 until his death, his center was his family. From that nucleus,
characteristically, he reached out—to the community in his many community activities, to students and colleagues
in classes, rehearsals, supper parties, and picnics—all facets of a life he never would have lived differently.
Although his last years were darkened by Elizabeth’s death in 1985, and then his son Stephen’s at age 44 in 1987, he
continued to be comforted by the encouragement of others through their readings and visitations. He is survived
by a daughter, Judith Gaetani of Binghamton; a grandson, James; and three step-grandchildren, Joseph, John, and

Margaret.

Don Fredericksen, Marvin Carlson, Anthony Caputi
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Frank DeWitt Alexander

November 16, 1903 — November 20, 1983

Frank DeWitt Alexander, professor of cooperative extension and of rural sociology, spent the last thirteen years
of his professional career at Cornell. He was brought to Cornell in 1956 as an associate professor to be head of the
Office of Extension Studies, a newly created unit within the College of Agriculture and a part of the Office of the
Director of Extension. He was promoted to professor in 1961. On June 30, 1969, he retired from Cornell and moved

to Evansville, Indiana, where Mrs. Alexander had family ties.

Professor Alexander was a native of Nashville, Tennessee. He graduated from Peabody College in Nashville in
1927 with a Bachelor of Science degree and received a Master of Arts degree from Peabody in 1929. He earned a
Doctor of Philosophy degree with a major in sociology in 1935 at Vanderbilt University. A summary in printed
form of Frank’s doctoral dissertation, “Owners and Tenants of Small Farms in the Life of a Selected Community:
A Cultural Analysis,” may be found in Mann Library. This work is marked by the meticulous attention to detail

and by the insightful observation of social reality that typically characterized Professor Alexander’s research.

Frank’s professional career was almost equally divided between research and teaching in an academic setting and
research in federal government agencies. Prior to coming to Cornell he held academic appointments at Peabody
College as an instructor (1927-32), at Vanderbilt University as an instructor (1933-35), at Kansas University as an
assistant professor (1935), and at Clemson College as an associate professor (1939-41). He served as a social science
researcher with the Tennessee Valley Authority, initially during 1936-39 and again from 1949, until he came to
Cornell in 1956. He was on the staff of the Natural Resources Planning Board, located in Atlanta, Georgia, during
1941-43. From 1943 until 1949 Frank was a social science analyst in what was then the Division of Farm Population
and Rural Life, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, within the U.S. Department of Agriculture, working on a
regional basis at different times in Atlanta and in St. Paul, Minnesota. While on sabbatic leave in Jamaica in 1962-
63, Professor Alexander was a research evaluation consultant in the Division of Economics and Statistics for the

Ministry of Agriculture and Lands.

Professor Alexander became a national leader in the evaluation of the informal educational programs conducted
by cooperative extension. Initially, at Cornell, he had leadership responsibility for studies concerned with the
activities of the extension service in adult and 4-H agriculture. Later this responsibility was extended to all
extension research in the New York Extension Service. The studies were designed to serve the extension director
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and his immediate staff, extension specialists in the two colleges (Agriculture and Home Economics), and the
agent and specialist field staff. A major responsibility during the early years was a Kellogg Foundation-funded
five-year evaluation of a newly inaugurated Farm and Home Management Program. Skillful application of social
science research techniques was exemplified in the printed summary report on the farm management phase of
the program, issued as Extension Study no. 1 in 1962. Under Frank’s leadership the Office of Extension studies
produced more than one hundred reports. Nearly all of these were distributed in mimeographed form for decision
making, program planning, and informational purposes to key audiences within cooperative extension in New
York State. Consistent with his great concern that the findings and implications of evaluation studies enter the
lifeblood of the agency whose activities had been studied, Frank prepared a comprehensive self-evaluation of the
activities of the Office of Extension Studies covering the entire period of his tenure; this report, Office of Extension
Studies, New York Cooperative Extension: A Case Study, offers a rare example of historical documentation and

critical self-analysis for an operating unit within a university.

Because of his technical knowledge and his objective approach, Frank became known as a helpful counselor
for college and field staff in cooperative extension on issues of evaluation, organization, and other matters. On

occasion he offered a graduate course in evaluation research.

Any statement about Frank Alexander’s professional career would be incomplete if it failed to note that his research
while on the staft of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics inadvertantly involved him in a raging political
controversy, an involvement and a controversy that has been permanently recorded in the scholarly literature on
agrarian politics. Frank had been assigned to prepare a reconnaissance report on rural life in Coahoma County;,
Mississippi, one of seventy-one counties carefully selected by his agency to represent major type-of-farming areas
across the United States. Coahoma County was a cotton-growing plantation area, whose population had been
predominantly black for a century. Frank’s preliminary report on his survey in the county, prepared in March
1944, followed the outline used for each of the seventy-one county reports. The content for the Coahoma report,
however, reflected Frank’s observations and conclusions that black-white relations and the plantation system were
dominant features of the county’s culture. One of the few copies of the report circulated for critical review and
marked “for administrative use” fell into unfriendly hands. The report provided further ammunition for those
already strongly opposing some activities of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, namely, a number of southern
congressmen and the American Farm Bureau Federation. Frank was blocked by influential agricultural leaders

in Mississippi from returning to the state to participate in a cooperative project with the Mississippi Agricultural
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Experiment Station. By summer 1946 the political furor had led to prohibition by Congress of the bureau’s
conducting any further “cultural” surveys, the closure of the bureau’s regional offices, a demotion of the agency
within the Department of Agriculture, and the resignation—in frustration—of the bureau’s chief. The preliminary
Coahoma County report contributed greatly to raising large and continuing issues about the politically acceptable

role of social scientists in the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Professor Alexander was a member of the Rural Sociological Society, serving as chairman of its program committee
for the 1958 annual meeting. He was also a member of the American Sociological Association, Phi Delta Kappa,
Kappa Delta Pi, and Epsilon Sigma Phi. While living in Ithaca, he was an active member of the Congregational

Church.

Frank will be remembered by his friends and colleagues as a kind and gentle man with great integrity. Death
came on November 20, 1983, after prolonged hospitalization, of Parkinson’s disease, in Evansville, Indiana. He is

survived by his wife, May, and by three nieces and one nephew.

George J. Broadwell, James E. Lawrence, Olaf F. Larson
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Sydney Arthur Asdell

August 23, 1897 — February 21, 1987

Sydney Arthur Asdell was a pioneer in the science of reproductive biology, and his fundamental research findings
are widely recognized for their contributions to the remarkable development that has occurred in this field. Born in
Bramhall, Cheshire, England, he attended King Edward VI Grammar School in Birmingham and then Cambridge
University, where he received his B. A. degree in 1922, his M. A. in 1925, and his Ph.D. in 1926. At Cambridge he
was the first student to receive a Ph.D. degree from F. H. A. Marshall, the leading physiologist of his time. Fittingly

he was awarded the Marshall Medal by the Society for the Study of Fertility, in Dublin in 1977.

In 1927-28 Dr. Asdell served as a fellow in the laboratory of Dr. G. W. Corner at the University of Rochester,
in Rochester, New York. During this time progesterone, one of the two major ovarian steroid hormones, was
isolated and crystallized. In 1928, following a brief fellowship at the University of California, Berkeley, he became
a lecturer in the physiology and nutrition of farm animals at Massey Agricultural College in New Zealand. In
1930 he joined the faculty of the Department of Animal Husbandry (now Animal Science) at Cornell University as
assistant professor in animal physiology. He was promoted to professor in 1936 and served as Fulbright Professor
in Animal Physiology at the Royal Veterinary and Agricultural College in Copenhagen in 1952-53. In 1923 he was

married to Muriel Marrack, who died on February 24, 1972.

Professor Asdell’s early experiments helped to establish the basis for a number of the major advances in the field,
including artificial insemination, superovulation, in vitro fertilization and embryo transfer, and estrous cycle
regulation. He established the time of ovulation, the rates of passage of sperm and ova through the reproductive
tract, and the important physiological effects of estrogen and progesterone on the reproductive tracts of farm
animals. He organized much of the research that eventually led to measurement of blood concentrations of all of
the major hormones controlling reproduction in cattle. He carried out a number of experiments to elucidate the

hormonal control of lactation.

He was intensely interested in the role of nutrition in reproductive performance and played a major role in the
large-scale experiments conducted at Cornell in this area from 1950 to 1965. In his later years he became interested
in the effects of hormones on longevity. The breadth of his interests in the biological sciences is perhaps best
illustrated by his analysis of the relation between inbreeding and intelligence in the royal families of Europe, his
discovery of the linkage of intersexuality, and the gene for hornlessness in goats.
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Although much of his work was basic in nature, he had a good appreciation of how to carry out applied research,
and promoted the use of a mobile laboratory to visit farms to survey and study the causes of infertility in cattle in
New York State. This survey revealed several important nutritional, managerial, and disease factors that contribute
to infertility, and subsequent research resulted in elimination or improvement of those conditions. He was the
prime mover in organizing the first cooperative regional research project in the northeastern United States. This
project, entitled NE-1—A Regional Approach to Problems of Fertility and Breeding Efficiency in Dairy Cattle—

although revised and renumbered several times, is still in existence.

Professor Asdell’s use of a mobile laboratory to survey causes of cattle infertility eventually led to production
of a widely read book, Cattle Fertility and Sterility, in 1955, with a second edition in 1968. However, his major
contribution as a writer was his book, Patterns of Mammalian Reproduction, in which he combined his great
knowledge of reproductive physiology with his ecological interests to produce an extremely useful compendium
of the essential facts known about reproduction in a large number of mammalian species. In a third book, Dog
Breeding, written after his retirement, he was able to distill his experience and knowledge of physiology and
genetics into a deceptively simple book useful to dog lovers, dog breeders, and scientists interested in different

aspects of dog reproduction.

Dr. Asdell had a subtle sense of humor that enlivened his lectures and endeared him to graduate and undergraduate
students alike. Over the years, he taught a number of courses, beginning with “Animal Breeding,” a course that
was concerned with Mendelian genetics and the physiology of reproduction. At the same time, he taught a course
in the physiology of lactation. Later he taught “Reproductive Physiology,” a course taken by most graduate students
in biological fields at Cornell. He also taught an advanced course dealing with the physiology of growth, lactation,
aging, and adaptation. He had a phenomenal memory and a remarkable mastery of the language. He rarely used
lecture notes, even when discussing highly detailed information. He was perhaps most effective as a teacher in a
seminar setting. The seminar in reproduction and endocrinology that he started just after the end of World War II
is still being given. He was a strong advocate of the study of physiology at Cornell and was the first representative

for the newly formed field.

Dr. Asdell did an outstanding job in training graduate students, and it was through these students and their
students that he exerted a continuing influence on his field. He demanded originality and initiative of his students,
yet he was always encouraging and supportive. He had a keen insight into the important problems and concepts
in his field and an uncanny ability to reduce those problems into their major components. He was a modest,
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quiet person, but he did not hesitate to speak out when faulty information or poorly conceived hypotheses were
promulgated. As one of the grand old men of reproductive physiology, he knew many people, and he made it a
point to introduce students and new faculty members to the members of the “establishment.” Above all else he
was scrupulously honest in both scientific and personal matters. He served as an example to his students of the

importance of critically evaluating data and publishing the facts with the best possible interpretation.

Professor Asdell is survived by a son, Philip Tregarthen, and a daughter, Mary Kathleen, both living in Frederick,

Maryland.

Robert H. Foote, Ari VanTienhoven, William Hansel
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John Peleg Barlow

November 6, 1918 — November 17, 1985

Rhode Island terms itself “the Ocean State.” John Peleg Barlow, a native Rhode Islander, was among the earliest
students in this country to undertake graduate study in the new science of oceanography. Following undergraduate
work at the University of Rhode Island (where his father, a professor of entomology, had become well known as a
colorful dean— “Buggy Barlow”), and after a wartime interruption for service in the European theater, in which
he was wounded, John went to Harvard University. There, with some difficulty, but with the constant help of
Alfred Redfield, his graduate adviser, he put together a program in oceanography that leaned heavily on the
facilities and support of the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute, since Harvard itself then had few appropriate

resources in Cambridge.

While working on his doctoral project, John held the titles of visiting investigator and research fellow at the
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute. Harvard University awarded him master’s and doctoral degrees based on
his work there. He received the latter in 1953. He then moved rapidly from the position of research associate in
oceanography at the University of Washington to professor of oceanography at Texas Agricultural and Mechanical
College. Cornell soon beckoned, and he joined this faculty in 1956. He taught oceanography at Cornell from 1956
to 1985, first in the Department of Conservation (now Natural Resources) and later in the Section of Ecology and

Systematics when the Division of Biological Sciences was created.

John Barlow’s consistently focused research interest was to examine and explain effects of physical and chemical
factors in the environment on the waxing and waning of populations of phytoplankters, those microscopic, usually
photosynthetic, inhabitants of natural bodies of water, fresh or marine. In doing so, he was faced with the need
to develop new methodology on occasion and constantly to learn more about the important consequences and
significance to the human environment of discharges of nutrients or toxicants into natural waters. Thus, although
retiring by nature, John Barlow found himself in the forefront of those who challenged the wisdom of siting a
nuclear generator on the shores of Cayuga Lake and waged effective battle. He also served enthusiastically on a
Cornell committee to investigate the feasibility of a marine field station at the Isles of Shoals and was a member of

the initial faculty of the program Cornell established there.

During John’s tenure at Cornell his interests and abilities, increasingly recognized by his colleagues nationally
and internationally, led to important opportunities in consulting and study. He was a Fulbright research scholar
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at the University of Oslo; a consultant on the San Francisco Bay Project at the University of California, Berkeley;
a research fellow at the University of Southampton, England; a visiting investigator at the Graduate School of
Oceanography, University of Rhode Island; and a visiting investigator at the Institute of Microbiology, University

of Amsterdam.

Never intimidated by contemporary pressures to publish, John unvaryingly wrote scientific papers of substantial

content. They were solely his at first but increasingly coauthored with his students.

In teaching, Professor Barlow’s forte was a one-on-one relationship. To the undergraduates in class, particularly
those (the majority) who were opaque to occasional sallies of his characteristically dry New England wit, Professor
Barlow’s lectures could be demanding, even daunting. But to each of his twelve graduate students over the years
(all of whom but one were doctoral candidates), to the many others for whom he served as a minor adviser, to
undergraduate advisees in large numbers, and to his colleagues, John Barlow’s door was always open, his time
never limited, his insights sound, and his advice warm and generous. His personal standards were always of the

highest level.

John’s subtle humor occasionally made trouble for him. Early in his career he prepared a paper for oral presentation
to a distinguished international symposium on estuaries. The paper presented his research into the effects of Long
Island duck-farm effluent on the major south-shore embayments into which it discharged. Somehow ducks and
John’s reputation for wry humor led his audience to seeing meanings that were not intended in his sentences.
Soon the entire gathering, perhaps also reacting to previous tedium, was in full mirth. John, realizing what was
happening, joined his listeners in enjoying his own paper in a new light. At its conclusion he received a thunderous

ovation.

On his retirement, in 1984, John and his wife, Caroline—their two children, Maria and David, having fledged—
returned to ancestral property in Rhode Island, Unfortunately John’s days and comfort were limited by a battle
with cancer, which had been forced on him before retirement. He remained of good spirits to the end, and his final

months were filled with reborn interest in the land of his roots and his youth.

John M. Anderson, William N. McFarland, John M. Kingsbury
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LeRoy Lesher Barnes

October 23, 1902 — June 11, 1981

After forty years of devoted service to Cornell students and thirty-eight years of pioneering collaborative work in
bridging the gap between physics (always his home base) and each of many different aspects of biology, Professor
Barnes retired in 1967 to the status of professor of physics and biophysics emeritus. Then, his physical health,
robust throughout all but the last of these years, gradually ebbed away. Having been of late essentially confined
to his home or to the hospital, he has now passed on. But by thousands who benefited from his kindly, artful
influences in our own lives and in the life of our community, his passing is mourned and his achievements during

his many years of service are celebrated.

He was born and reared in Wakeman, a small town in northern Ohio. He attended nearby Oberlin College and
was there granted the Bachelor of Arts degree in June 1926. The next year he distinguished himself as a graduate
student and teaching assistant in physics at Amherst College in Massachusetts and transferred to Cornell in
1927. At Cornell he was appointed instructor in physics in 1929, a title which he held until 1938 (his Doctor of
Philosophy degree was awarded in 1932). However, in 1936 the instructorship in physics (in the College of Arts
and Sciences) was supplemented with a research position in animal nutrition (in the College of Agriculture). Note
his succession of appointments thereafter (all bridging between the two colleges): assistant professor of biophysics

in 1938, associate professor of biophysics in 1943, professor of physics in 1948, and, finally, his emeritus title.

In those days, bridging the gap between academic disciplines was somewhat novel, although believed to be a highly
desirable enterprise for anyone who could do it. LeRoy could and did. First, in teaching: Soon after obtaining his
doctorate, he was placed in charge, in accord with his budding interests, of designing and teaching a second-year
physics course for students of biology, especially for premedical and predental students. Cornell, as well as LeRoy,
was pioneering in this effort. He annually revised the course, after picking the brains of both physicists and
biologists, and continued to teach it until his retirement. Second, in research: His Ph.D. thesis research was in pure
physics (thesis title: “Emission of Positive Ions from Heated Solids”) and, of his forty research publications, the first
five (1931 through 1934) were in this tight area. His next publication, in 1938, was titled “Calcification of the Aorta,
Heart and Kidneys of the Albino Rat.” All of his subsequent research publications were in the areas of animal
nutrition, physiology, pathology, or animal (including human) gerontology, and in all these publications, except

for one, he was a joint author. He was a superb catalyst in collaborating with biologists, with his own infusion of
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innovative contributions from physics. Both in teaching and in research he was one of the very few true pioneers

in the field that is now, at last, fully legitimized as biophysics.

But that is not all. Perhaps the most outstanding aspect of Professor Barnes’s contributions to Cornell involved his
work with the Advisory Board for Premedical Students. He served as chairman of this board for some twenty-five
years. During the last ten years of his tenure the board prepared letters of evaluation for an average of about 130
students each year—students in the College of Arts and Sciences who were applying for admission to the study of
medicine or dentistry. These letters, each painstakingly drafted for the board by Professor Barnes, were models of
care and conciseness; they drew not only upon the applicant’s record of academic performance but also upon the
personal acquaintance which Professor Barnes sought to establish with each student, beginning with the freshman
year. He was a kind and patient man, genuinely interested in students and their welfare. But he held them to high
standards, and his hopes for their success were balanced by a strong concern that each applicant be honestly and

fairly evaluated for consideration by admission committees at the professional schools.

Finally, a comment about music, which, either vocal or instrumental, was a joy to Professor Barnes: blessed with
a fine bass voice, he loved to sing. He sang in college choirs and choruses, and in church choirs during most of
his years in Ithaca. As a young man he had been a trombonist but later learned to play the cello, which became
his favorite instrument. His wife, Lucy, herself a talented musician, accompanied him on piano or violin. The
Barneses also enjoyed playing string quartet music with informal groups of friends either from Cornell or from

the community at large.
Yes, his passing is mourned, but his life is celebrated.

John M. Anderson, Kenneth Greisen, Lyman G. Parratt

20 Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statements 1980s: Volume 6



Thomas L. Bayne

December 31, 1891 — December 16, 1983

Thomas L. Bayne was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, on December 31, 1891. He attended the public schools of
his native state until 1908, when he was admitted to Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts. After two years
in this institution he graduated with a science diploma in June 1910. In the fall of the same year, he was admitted
to the Sheffield Scientific School of Yale University. After two years he transferred to North Carolina State College,
where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1914. After teaching science from 1914 to 1917 in the
North Carolina public schools, he joined the army and served with the infantry in France. From the conclusion
of the armistice in 1917, he served as first lieutenant in the army of occupation in Germany until he received an

honorable discharge.

With the conclusion of his war service, Bayne returned to North Carolina and was appointed instructor in
vegetable crops and horticulture at North Carolina State College. As a result of this year of experience he decided
to continue his education and was admitted to the Graduate School at Cornell with an appointment as a graduate
assistant in the Department of Rural Education from 1920 to 1924. While serving as a graduate assistant, Bayne
completed work for a Master of Science degree in 1923 and a Doctor of Philosophy in 1926 with a major in
educational psychology and mathematics and statistics. He was appointed instructor in 1924, assistant professor
in 1926, and associate professor in 1946. With the exception of one summer session at the University of Michigan

and two summer sessions at Duke University, he taught continually at Cornell for thirty years, retiring in 1950.

Professor Bayne assisted with the statistical work in a variety of surveys and research studies and served as
executive secretary of the newly created University Faculty Committee on Scholastic and Aptitude Testing from
1930 to 1946. In this capacity he directed the University’s testing program for sixteen years and helped the various
divisions of the University interpret and evaluate the results of these tests. During World War II, in addition
to his regular teaching in the Department of Rural Education, he taught mathematics for the Department of

Mathematics.

Though teaching was his main preoccupation, still he served as a consultant on public school surveys and
participated in research projects dealing with measurement, statistics, educational psychology, and animal
behavior. His publications dealt with educational measurement and statistics, as well as with experimental studies
in human and animal learning. His sound judgment and intellectual honesty were respected by all his co-workers.
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His many students remembered him for his poise, his insistence on democratic procedures, his willingness to

listen to their problems, his unfailing courtesy, and his espousal of unpopular sides in discussions.

His colleagues in the Department of Rural Education remember him as a reserved but very cooperative fellow
worker, who always willingly contributed generously to good causes and needs. They recognized, behind his
dignified demeanor, an inherent kindness and affability that needed only to be tapped to produce sympathetic

understanding and good will.

Professor Bayne died in Fairhope, Alabama, where he had been a resident for many years. He is survived by his
wife, Janet Bayne of Fairhope; four daughters: Margaret B. French of Orlando, Florida; Caroline N. Ulrich of
Glendora, California; Mrs. Cary E. Kendrick of Wickenburg, Arizona; and Elinor Castaguola of Fort Lauderdale,

Florida; thirteen grandchildren; and sixteen great-grandchildren.

J. P. Bail, Walter Pauk, Marvin D. Glock
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Frederick T. Bent

November 13, 1921 — March 2, 1987

Throughout its history the faculty of Cornell University has been blessed with many members of quiet dignity for
whom the word gentleman has been an apt descriptor. Frederick T. Bent was such a man. He was a man of principle

who lived by, and fought for, what he believed in. But win or lose, he was loyal to his school and to his university.

Fred Bent was a private person but one who established deep and lasting friendships. He could put others at ease.
He was a good listener. Open-minded. Receptive. Responsive. Warm. Humorous. Unpretentious. An effective

advocate. Competent. Articulate. Diplomatic. Reasonable. Fair.

Fred was a person who inspired trust and one who trusted others. He tried to see the best in people, and that is what
he was able to bring forth from them. His integrity showed through in all his dealings. Those factors, combined
with his intelligence and good judgment, made him a candidate for assignments of responsibility, leadership, and

trust throughout his career.

One of his most visible achievements was the founding of the new School of Management at the American
University of Beirut, Lebanon, where he served as the first director. A further monumental achievement was the
organization of its Executive Development Program, a program that succeeded in drawing clientele from, and

achieving harmony among, the many diverse factions in the Middle East.

These assignments followed many prior ones. Fred was a member of the initial survey team that established the
relationship of what is now Cornell’s Johnson Graduate School of Management with the Middle East Technical
University of Ankara, Turkey (METU). He served as the school’s liaison with METU for the first two years of the
contract with that university. He then exchanged jobs with Seymour Smidt, taking over as the Cornell faculty
member in residence at METU. Later Fred was a member of the school’s survey team that established the exchange
program with the University of Leuven in Belgium. He was the faculty coordinator for that program for years, as

well as an exchange professor.

Fred worked for the Ford Foundation as a consultant to the government of Bahrain in the Persian Gulf, serving

several tours in various assignments. He also worked with Robert Nathan Associates on assignments in Africa

and the Middle East.
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Fred was asked to be the director of the Johnson School’s International Programs, a position in which he served

until his death. He was a recognized authority on the Middle East and appeared often in the media in that role.

Most recently Fred worked energetically-despite his illness—-to develop a comprehensive new yearlong course
entitled “The Manager in the International Environment.” He was to have offered that course for the first time
in the fall of 1987. The course was to have been the centerpiece in the Johnson School’s increased emphasis on

international business.

Fred Bent’s family, their church, and their extended circle of friends formed a central focus in his life. He took
great pride in the achievements of his wife, Nancy, and of all their children, each with his or her own unique flair.
Holidays always signaled the time for a gathering of the clan for festivities and feasting. And there was plenty of

both, as we would learn from Fred when work resumed.

Fred Bent was also proud of his midwestern background. No doubt it was those roots that nourished his labor and
love for the Bent “spread” in Lansing. He was at his happiest when reclaiming grass from encroaching stubble or
protecting gardens and shrubs from marauding deer. Fred Bent was one of the few among us for whom four hours

of mowing was a true labor of love and source of renewal rather than a chore.

A member of the Johnson School’s faculty since 1958, Fred received his B. A. degree from Ohio State University
in 1943, his M. A. degree from the University of Chicago in 1947, and his Ph.D. degree—for which he majored in

political science and minored in industrial relations—from the University of Chicago in 1954.

He was the social science representative on the Fulbright Selection Committee in 1959 and a member of the
executive committee of the Social Science Research Council in 1959-60. He was the associate director of the Center
for International Studies in 1963-64 and in 1968-69. In 1970-71 he was a senator in the first Cornell University
Senate. In 1986 he was a member of the University Committee on Freedom of Teaching and Learning. At the
Johnson School he was the acting editor and book review editor of Administrative Science Quarterly in 1959-60
and in 1963-64. Bent served in the army from 1943 to 1946. He was married to the former Nancy Pettingill. The

couple has three children, Rodney, Laurie Angiolillo-Bent, and Timothy.

Frederick Bent was a whole man who lived life to the fullest. To paraphrase a current saying, “Nobody didn’t like

Fred Bent.” And many loved him.

John McClain, Seymour Smidt, Alan McAdams
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Clifford Osburn Berg

August 9, 1912 — April 6, 1987

Clifford Osburn Berg, professor of entomology emeritus, died on April 6, 1987, at his home in Ellis Hollow,
near Ithaca, New York. He was born on August 9, 1912, in Stoughton, Wisconsin, where he attended the public
schools. He entered Luther College in 1930 and in 1934 was granted a Bachelor of Arts degree cum laude. After
his graduation he taught science in the high school of Mohall, North Dakota, until he began graduate study at the
University of Michigan in 1937. He was awarded a Master of Science degree in 1939. His graduate studies were
interrupted by World War II, during which he served in the South Pacific area as a malaria control officer with the
U.S. Navy. After the war he returned to his studies at the University of Michigan and received his Ph.D. degree
in 1949. He was appointed assistant professor of zoology at Ohio Wesleyan University and promoted to associate
professor before he accepted his position at Cornell in 1953. He was promoted to professor in 1959, and he retired

on July 1, 1978.

During the summers of 1950 to 1952 he was a consultant entomologist for the Arctic Health Research Center of
the U.S. Public Health Service at Anchorage, Alaska. In 1957 he spent the summer as a reserve officer of the U.S.
Public Health Service, studying household insects on Indian reservations in the north central states. Sabbatic
leaves in 1960 and 1967 were spent in Europe and in South America collecting, rearing, and studying sciomyzid
flies. From October 1970 to June 1971 he served as resident geologist with the Office of Environmental Sciences,

Smithsonian Institution, continuing his studies of the sciomyzid flies and snail-borne diseases.

A Guggenheim Fellowship was awarded to Professor Berg in 1966 in support of his research on the sciomyzid
flies in South America, and he was a Fulbright scholar doing similar research in Brazil in 1970. He accepted an

honorary D.Sc. degree from his alma mater, Luther College, in 1970.

Professor Berg was a member of the Entomological Society of America, the Entomological Society of Canada,
and the Entomological Society of Washington. As a member of the Ecological Society of America he was the
associate editor of the journal Ecology from 1956 to 1958. He also held memberships in the American Society of
Limnology and Oceanography and in the International Association of Theoretical and Applied Limnology. He
was vice president of the American Microscopical Society from 1953 to 1956, a member of its editorial board from

1957 to 1959, and a member of its executive committee from 1957 to 1959.
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Clifford Berg was the first to discover that marsh-dwelling flies of the family Sciomyzidae prey on snails, and
after that discovery his own research turned mainly to a careful elucidation and expansion of our knowledge of
the varied life-history relationships between the sciomyzids of the world and their molluscan prey. The diversity
of these prey soon grew to include slugs, freshwater clams, and many kinds of gastropods, including the snails
serving as intermediate hosts for such important diseases of humans and mammals as schistosomiasis and sheep
liver fluke. Thus was born the notion that certain Sciomyzidae might be useful in the biological control of these
snail-borne diseases. Most of what we now know about the complex biology of sciomyzid flies we owe to Professor
Berg and a number of his students. Also on the long list of degree holders whose thesis research Professor Berg
directed are some who studied the biology of other families of insects, some who worked on snail systematics and
ecology, and a few who were more general limnologists; they have developed reputations that reflect their careful
training in the meticulous research and reporting methods of their mentor. Clifford Berg’s publications have

always been models exhibiting the highest professional standards.

Professor Berg also made himself indispensable as a teacher of more-formal courses and seminars in aquatic
entomology and limnology, serving with equal enthusiasm and skill in the classroom, at streamside, and in the
marsh. Students, both graduate and undergraduate, benefited from his instruction and showed their appreciation

of it.

After his retirement he continued his research and continued to publish. He became interested in the work of the

Nature Conservancy and was very active in that organization, serving in various administrative capacities.
His wife, Peg, predeceased him in 1978; two daughters, Karen and Kathy, survive.

W. L. Brown, Jr., E. M. Raffensperger, ]. G. Franclemont
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Emmett Norlin Bergman

May 6, 1929 — October 11, 1989

Emmett N. Bergman, professor of veterinary physiology, died October 11, 1989, in Tompkins Community Hospital,

Ithaca, NY.

He grew up on a farm in southwestern Minnesota, the youngest of a family of eight brothers and one sister.
After completing pre-veterinary studies at Worthington Junior College, Worthington, Minnesota, he earned a
Doctorate in veterinary medicine and a Master of Science in veterinary physiology in a five-year combined degree
program at the University of Minnesota. He spent two years in active duty at the Walter Reed Army Medical
Center, Washington, DC, then returned to the University of Minnesota as instructor in veterinary physiology.
His early interest in metabolic diseases in ruminants begun as his doctoral thesis was maintained throughout his
career. Appointment as assistant professor followed completion of the Ph.D. degree in 1959. He taught mammalian
physiology to second-year veterinary medical students until 1961, when he joined the Department of Veterinary
Physiology, New York State College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University, as an associate professor. Full

professorship followed in 1966.

His systematic, carefully controlled studies of metabolic disorders became recognized throughout the world. His
laboratory attracted graduate students and postdoctoral fellows from the United Kingdom, the Union of South

Africa, Israel, New Zealand and North America.

Over the years Emmett achieved an exceptionally harmonious balance between his two major professional
activities, research and teaching. His clear, authoritative lectures to the veterinary medical students were revised
each year to incorporate confirmed new knowledge of organ function that became parts of textbook chapters and
review articles. His lecture preparation, together with illustrative material, required many hours. The laboratory
exercises he devised and his personal commitment to their presentation were exemplary. Always softly spoken, he
delivered his lectures at an even pace, well suited to his students. Concepts were presented in a clear, straightforward
manner, easily understood by all. His lectures were occasionally interrupted by a humorous remark—so dry and
smoothly integrated into his delivery that there was always a pause—a gentle laugh from Emmett, partly at his
success in slipping in a little joke with the students hardly being aware—then general laughter as the students

finally caught on. Few realized that he had earlier had a stutter, so successfully had he overcome the impediment.
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His relationships with co-workers, whether in teaching or research, were marked by courtesy and concern. His
preparation for any task was always timely and meticulously organized, reflecting his own conscientiousness.
His colleagues admired him for his fairness and integrity, and found in him a staunch friend and dependable

supporter.

Long-time service as referee for the American Journal of Physiology, the Journal of Nutrition, the Journal of Dairy
Science and the American Journal of Veterinary Research reflected the high opinion of him held by his peers, as
did his service on the Metabolism Study Section of the National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland. He was
much sought after as a speaker to address international audiences. He had been surprised and delighted to find his
work translated by students into Asian languages. He was returning from a conference in Japan, and a lecture tour

in China when his final illness overtook him.

Born into a large family, he was a devoted family man himself. He is survived by Mary, his wife of 36 years;
three daughters, Margaret, Patty, and Susan; and a son, Emmett Jr. He was particularly proud of his four young

grandchildren, Brandon Scott, Ryan Wyatt, Travis Piper and Caitlin Bergman Wentzel.

The career of Emmett Bergman spanned an unparalleled period of advancement in veterinary medicine; he will be
long remembered by a grateful profession for his contributions to that advancement. A man of honor as a scientist
and in private life, he is sorely missed by his family, his friends and colleagues. His many students, graduate and
professional, to whom he was such a sound example, will remember him as a dedicated, approachable and effective

mentor.

Alan Dobson, T. Richard Houpt, Alvin F. Sellers
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Matthew Bernatsky

February 19, 1906 — July 20, 1981

Matthew Bernatsky served on the faculty of the School of Hotel Administration from September 1960 to June
1972. Prior to 1960 he served on the summer school faculty of the Hotel School. Professor Bernatsky taught
courses in the area of restaurant management, and it is believed that he taught the first course in a university in
the area of beverage management-wines. Before coming to Cornell, Professor Bernatsky was director of the Hotel

Department at the University of Denver.

Mat Bernatsky had a most interesting career. He was born in Budapest, Hungary, and apprenticed on the Orient
Express during its days of glory. He later worked as executive chef in some of the finest hotels in Europe and North
America, including the Radisson Hotel in Minneapolis, where he participated in a research study with Professor
William F. Whyte. A frequent lecturer to industry and military groups, Mat Bernatsky was more than a teacher of

techniques. He was, more importantly, a food historian and, to a real degree, a philosopher in his field.

Peter Rainsford, Laura Lee Smith, Donal A. Dermody
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Max Black

February 24, 1909 — August 27, 1988

A world-renowned philosopher, Max Black, the Susan Linn Sage Professor of Philosophy and Humane Letters,
Emeritus, and Senior Member of the Program on Science, Technology and Society, died on August 27, 1988. He
had taught at Cornell for thirty-one years, and had a marked influence on countless students, and as the founding

director of the Society for the Humanities, and the Program for Andrew D. White Professors-at-Large.

He was born on February 24, 1909 at Baku, now capital of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic. When he was
three years old, his parents emigrated and settled in England, which they cherished as aland of freedom and religious
toleration. He attended a free school in north London, but at the age of nine he was, on the recommendation of the
school’s headmaster, admitted to Owen’s School, an ancient and well-regarded public (in the English sense) school,
where he remained until the age of eighteen. He then went to Queen’s College, Cambridge, on scholarships, and
received the B.A. degree with honors in mathematics in 1930. In college he concentrated heavily on mathematics.
He spent the following academic year at the University of Gottingen, where he studied under Paul Bernays,
Hermann Weyl, and David Hilbert, and other famous mathematicians and logicians. He spent the following five
years as a mathematics master at the Royal Grammar School at Newcastle upon Tyne, and then for four years was

a tutor in mathematics at the teacher-training Institute of Education, at the University of London.

In his second year as a undergraduate student at Queen’s, some students at Girton College stimulated Black’s
interest in philosophy, and he became a member of the Moral Science Club, where he met Bertrand Russell, G.E.
Moore, Frank Ramsey and the other leading philosophers. He also met I. A. Richards, C.K. Ogden, and William
Empson. He became a close friend of Susan Stebbing, who was a major influence in his life. He also attended
many meetings of the Aristotelian Society. Thus his interests broadened out of mathematics and the philosophy
of mathematics to logic, semantics, philosophy of science, logical positivism, and literary theory and criticism.
During the years when he was teaching at the Institute of Education, he took graduate work at the University
of London, and was awarded the Ph.D. degree in 1939 for his dissertation on theories of logical positivism. As a
graduate student his concentration was on mathematical logic. Perhaps it was through Ramsey, who was one of the
first to expound the early teachings of Wittgenstein, that Black met Wittgenstein and read his Tractatus Logico-

Philosophicus.
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An especially notable event in Black’s life occurred in his last year at Queen’s. Ogden, who was General Editor of
the International Library of Psychology, Philosophy and Scientific Method, published by Kegan Paul, asked Black
if he would write a book for the series. He was then twenty-one years of age. Black accepted the offer, and three

years later, in 1933, The Nature of Mathematics was published in the series. The book is still in print.

While still a student at Owen’s School, Black taught himself chess from an article in the Encyclopedia Britannica
(11th ed.), and before long he was good enough to compete in British and international tournaments. At Queen’s he
was captain of the Cambridge chess club, and was on his way to becoming a chess master, but he could not afford
to become a professional player; besides, his other intellectual pursuits would not allow exclusive concentration on
chess; however, chess—playing remained a life-long interest and enjoyment. He collected and knew the contents of

about a hundred books on chess.

A sharp turning point in Black’s career came about in 1940, when he received an offer of a full professorship
in philosophy from the University of Illinois at Urbana. Until then he had taught mathematics, and held no
professorship. Teaching positions in Great Britain at that time were scarce, as they were also in the United States.
The position at Illinois became available because Arthur E. Murphy, head of the department, was in England
on a sabbatical and had instructions to rebuild the department by appointing outstanding young scholars. He
recognized in Blackaall of the qualifications for which he was searching. Black readily accepted, and he and his family
(Michal, whom he had married in 1933, and their two children) moved to Urbana, with the expectation, however,
that they would return to England after a few years. But in September 1939 Britain declared war on Germany, and
in December 1941 the United States entered the war, so naturally Black’s expectations of an attractive offer from
England weakened considerably. In 1946 Murphy became head of the Philosophy Department at Cornell, and he
invited Black to join him. Accordingly, Black accepted an appointment as full professor of philosophy at Cornell,
and began to teach in September 1946. Two years later he became a naturalized United States citizen. In 1954 Black
was named the Susan Linn Sage Professor of Philosophy and Humane Letters, and in 1971 he became also Senior
Member of the Program on Science, Technology and Society. After thirty-one years of teaching, he retired in 1977

and was named professor emeritus; however, he retained his position at STS until his death.

During his teaching years at Cornell, Black offered a total of fifty-five courses in logic, semantics, philosophy of
mathematics, philosophy of science, philosophy of social science, philosophy of logic, philosophy and literary

criticism, and philosophy of choice and decision.
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Before coming to the United States, Black had published The Nature of Mathematics and articles and reviews in the
Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, Mind and other leading philosophical journals. He also translated works
of Gottlob Frege and Rudolph Carnap. While at Illinois he wrote numerous articles and reviews for Mind, the
Journal of Philosophy, the Journal of Symbolic Logic (of which he was an editor), the Philosophical Review, and other
scholarly philosophical journals. In 1946 he published Critical Thinking, a widely-used textbook that appeared in

numerous editions.

Black’s major creative years as a scholar were those that he spent at Cornell. During those years he published an
additional eight books, including Language and Philosophy (1949), Models and Metaphors: Studies in Language and
Philosophy (1962),and A Companion to Wittgenstein’s Tractatus (1965). The bibliography of Black’s publications lists
242 items through only 1979. He continued to write, edit, and publish during the remaining nine years, including
The Prevalence of Humbug (1983). At his death, he left another book—his eleventh—Perplexities, composed of
previously published articles, which was being prepared for publication in 1989. Black also edited five books,
including The Social Theories of Talcott Parsons (1961) and The Morality of Scholarship (1967). He was General
Editor of the Contemporary Philosophy Series of fifteen books published by Cornell University Press. He wrote
numerous articles for leading encyclopedias, and was philosophy consultant for Random House Dictionary of the
English Language. Over a period of two decades Black served frequently as an editor of The Philosophical Review
and played an important role in making it one of the leading philosophical journals in the world. Black’s writings
have been discussed and cited innumerable times, and several of his books have been translated into Spanish,

Italian, Hebrew, Japanese, Greek, French and German.

His writings brought Black invitations to teach or lecture at many American and foreign universities. He was
in Israel eight times and taught and lectured at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, where he established firm
friendships. He also lectured in Australia, the Scandinavian countries, Japan, and India. In 1978 he delivered the
Tarner Lectures at Trinity College, Cambridge, and was a visiting fellow of Clare Hall, Cambridge, at St. John’s
College and Wolfson College, Oxford. In recent years he was a visiting professor at Hamilton College, the University
of California at Irvine, and the University of New Mexico. He was a member of the Institute for Advanced Study at
Princeton, and a fellow at the Center for Advanced Study of the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford, and the National

Humanities Center in North Carolina. He was also a Guggenheim Fellow in 1950-51.

Black was a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He was president of the American
Philosophical Association (Eastern Division), and was the first American member to be president (1981-84) of the
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Institut International de Philosophie (an international academy with a membership limited to about a hundred

philosophers, based in Paris and supported by the French government).

At Cornell, Black served on numerous faculty and presidential committees. In 1965, as a member of a presidential
commission to help plan the centenary of the founding of the University, Black proposed the establishment of the
Society for the Humanities, broadly conceived as “embracing not only literary studies and the fine arts, but all
subjects ... to the extent that they concern themselves with human values and problems of moral decision.” Black
served as director of the Society from its founding in 1965 to 1971. At the same time Black also proposed the
establishment of the Program for A.D. White Professors-at-Large, for persons “who have achieved outstanding
international distinction in the humanities, the natural or social sciences, or the learned professions, or have
achieved such distinction ... in such fields as public affairs, literature, or the creative arts.” Black served as director

of the Program from the time of its founding in 1965 to 1978.
In a retrospective statement of his conception of his work and position as a philosopher, Black wrote in 1987:

On the whole I see my work as having been marked by concern for reasonableness, restrained by a conviction
that rationality is not enough; commitment to common sense of a kind that does not shy away from science
and philosophy; appreciation and distrust of abstract models; as much interest in unformulated stratagems

and implicit understandings of speech as in the normative codes of grammar and logic.

Though no enemy of theory, I have always been interested, like a poet, in minute particulars. Striving
to live in “uncertainty, mysteries, doubt, without any irritable reaching after fact and reason” (Keats) is
occasionally rewarded by calm and exhilarated contemplation: it is a well-kept secret that philosophical
investigation, like music, can be enjoyable. For glimpses of my own “way of life”, a curious reader is referred
especially to the essays on humaneness and humbug in The Prevalence of Humbug (1983)], with their
emphasis on “fellow feeling” and respect for the integrity of other human beings: my moral position can be

crystallized in the ... maxim, “Do no harm.”

Max Black belonged to no philosophical school and created none. Although often referred to as an ordinary
language philosopher, he preferred to think of himself as a logician, as someone devoted to conceptual clarification

and to combatting “muddle and confusion.”

When Morris R. Cohen was reproached by a student for being so overly critical or negative, he replied: “You have
heard the story of how Hercules cleaned the Augean stables. He took all the dirt and manure out and left them

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statements 1980s: Volume 6 33



clean. You ask me: “What did he leave in their stead?’ I answer: ‘Isn’t it enough to have cleaned the stables?” Max
Black could very well have offered the same answer. He devoted the major part of his life to combatting muddle
and confusion. That was certainly time well-spent. Two months before his death, the Provost’s Commission
on Undergraduate Education sponsored a public lecture by Black on the question: “Is There a Crisis in Higher
Education?” The audience that came to hear him filled the Kaufmann Auditorium in Goldwin Smith Hall. Black’s
reputation for incisive thought, critical acumen, studied analysis, common sense and creative insight will persist

as his writings continue to attract and be studied by a world-wide family of thinkers.

M.H. Abrams, Sydney S. Shoemaker, Benjamin M. Siegel, Milton E. Konvitz
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Eric A. Blackall

October 19, 1914 — November 16, 1989

Eric Albert Blackall, the Jacob Gould Schurman Professor of German Literature Emeritus, was born in London,
England, on October 19, 1914; he died in Ithaca on November 16, 1989. Eric earned the B.A. degree in 1936 and
the M.A. degree in 1940 from Cambridge University. The University of Vienna (Austria) awarded him the Ph.D.
in 1938, and Cambridge University granted him the Litt. D. in 1960. He taught briefly at the University of Basel,
Switzerland (1938-39). From 1939 till 1958 he served as assistant lecturer, then university lecturer, in German at

the University of Cambridge. He was a fellow of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, from 1945-58.

In the fall of 1957 he came to Cornell as a visiting professor of German literature; he accepted an offer to stay and
became professor of German and chairman of the department in 1958. In 1963 he was appointed to another five-
year term. But by 1965, eight years into his chairmanship, he had had enough. He handed the administration of
the department to Tijs Jolles, whom he had hired away from the University of Chicago, took a whole year oftf and
enjoyed a Guggenheim Fellowship. But he did not enjoy the respite as much as he had thought he would. After his
many years of ceaseless pedagogical, scholarly and administrative activity, both here and in England, the sudden
slowdown came as a jolt and at one point he confided that he didn’t know what to do with himself. The cause of
his discomfort was an acute sense of obligation and service that was for the moment uncommitted. With this
realization he was able to respond, time and again, readily and without fuss, until his retirement and beyond, to
multiple claims made upon his time and talents, including the directorship of Cornell’s Society for the Humanities

from 1980-83.

Much-deserved honors had come in swift succession: the Avalon Foundation Chair in the Humanities in 1965,
the Jacob Gould Schurman Chair in 1967, membership in the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 1970,
and membership in the American Philosophical Society in 1971. In 1973 the Republic of Austria awarded him
the Cross of Honor, mainly for a deed of daring committed in 1938 when, as a graduate student in Vienna, he
saved the papers of the Jewish writer Arthur Schnitzler from certain destruction by the Nazis. Eric retired in
1985. During a symposium in his honor at the Society for the Humanities he was awarded the Order of Merit of
the German Federal Republic. In the spring of 1989 Eric was to have traveled to Vienna at the invitation of that
university to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of his Ph.D.; illness, however, kept him away. (The renewed diploma

arrived in the mail shortly before his death.)
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Those are some of the mileposts of a long and productive life. There were, of course, many more along the path of
this very special pilgrim. He was what the Germans call musisch in the best sense of the word, i.e., endowed with
a keen appreciation, both intellectual and sensual, of the fine arts, literature, and music in particular. He was a
skilled and enthusiastic pianist. And he loved to teach the things he loved. He liked the tangible in literature and

found it fitting that, after his final Faust seminar, the students should present him with a stuffed black poodle.

But what was really the measure of the man, even more than his teaching and his impressive scholarship, was his
bearing. As a child, Eric had had polio, which left him partly crippled. On his best days one noticed hardly a trace
of it; he carried himself magnificently. But his achievements are the result of a persistent and heroic struggle—
heroic here not a manifestation of excessive and naturally abundant vitality and strength, but a daily display of
courage and perseverance in overcoming weakness, a triumph of the spirit in spite of a fragile physical base. To
this came his wit, which ranged from the funny to the devastating and which made him, like Mephisto, the black
poodle, a master of the put-down. Once accused of being a prima donna, he replied that he hadn’t come to Cornell

to join the chorus.

Early conditioning in self-discipline helped him overcome occasional career setbacks as well. A German publishing
house once rejected a manuscript it had solicited, perhaps because while Eric was completing it there was a change
in personnel and editorial policy. Eric was dejected at first; then angry; then he breathed contempt which, with
him, took the form of a swift and audible dismissal of air through the nose. He rewrote the book, this time in
English and for a more general audience and for the Cornell University Press: Goethe and the Novel, followed by
another volume, on the romantic novel, dedicated to his son Roger; followed by a volume of Goethe in translation:

Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship. That was Eric: resilient, stubborn, triumphant.

Cambridge University Press published his Adalbert Stifter: A Critical Study in 1948, as well as The Emergence of
German as a Literary Language, which has become a point of departure for work in the 18th century. First published
in 1959, it appeared in German translation in 1966, and in a revised English version by Cornell University Press
in 1978. He lectured from Texas to Toronto, from London to Berkeley, and gave the invitational lecture to the
Canadian Association of University Teachers of German at Quebec in 1976. He published in most of the leading
journals in the field, both here and abroad. He translated, with Vida Harford, the libretto to Alban Berg’s Wozzeck,

that is used at Covent Garden, the Metropolitan Opera and elsewhere.

Amidst all this activity he found time and inclination to be generous to colleagues. So, in the end, he was the man

for whom the proper epitaph was written long ago:
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He was the noblest of them all.

His life was gentle and the elements,

So mixed in him that Nature might stand up
And say to all the world: this is a man.
According to his virtue—let us remember him.

Ave, cara anima.

Jonathan Culler, Leonard Olschner, Herbert Deinert
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Mary Kiefer Bloetjes

December 28, 1904 — November 21, 1987

Mary Kiefer Bloetjes, professor emeritus of institution management, died at her home in Ithaca, November 21,
1987. She was born in Ramsey, New Jersey. As a young girl she frequently accompanied her father as he visited
patients, and this, combined with the enthusiasm for the emerging field of nutrition expressed by a hospital dietitian
with whom she had contact, influenced her choice of dietetics as a career. Throughout her life she maintained an
interest in dietetics, nutrition and institution management, and promoted the dietitian as a member of a team of

specialists in health care.

After receiving her diploma in dietetics from the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York in 1925, she became
affiliated with Dr. Frederick Allen, a specialist in diabetes. Subsequently she established her own diet consulting
service in her father’s office. Following this she joined the nutrition staft at the Hospital for Joint Diseases in New
York, and became director in 1934, a position she held until 1949. During this time she obtained both a bachelor’s
and a master’s degree in institution management at Columbia University and taught dietetic administration

courses at Hunter College.

Following the death of her husband in 1949, she enrolled in Cornell’s School of Industrial and Labor Relations and

received her doctoral degree in 1953, the second woman to receive this degree in ILR.

She became professor and head of the Department of Institution Management at Florida State University at
Tallahasseein 1953 and in 1955 came to Cornell as professor and head of the Department of Institution Management
succeeding Katharine Harris who had been a minor member on her doctoral program. Professor Bloetjes retired

in 1970.

During Professor Bloetjes’ tenure as head of the department she initiated an allied health professions program at
the graduate level in administrative dietetics under a traineeship grant from the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare. She also developed a course on the theory of quality menu item production which applied the
concept of data processing and industrial engineering principles. She recognized at a very early date the need
for data processing as a tool for use in quantity food management, in production, cost accounting, and employee

scheduling. This goal has now been achieved in the many computer analyses programs available.
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Professor Bloetjes stayed professionally active after retiring from the university. She taught a graduate level summer
session course at New York University, audited industrial engineering and operations research courses at Cornell,
and served as a professional mentor to industrial engineering graduate students as well as acting as a consultant to

hospital dietetics departments.

Although retired, Professor Bloetjes felt that emeritus and retired professors had much to offer to the university.
She considered that the contributions this group could make were being overlooked. She was a driving force in the
establishment of the Association of Cornell University Emeritus Professors. The aims of the organization are two-
fold, first to establish social and professional communication among retired individuals who share the experience
of being Cornellians; and secondly, to facilitate the utilization of their skills and knowledge in the service of the

university. The Office of the Dean of the Faculty is the focal point and resource for the association.

Throughout her life Professor Bloetjes was an active participant in dietetics associations at the state, national
and international levels. She held several offices in the New York State Dietetic Association. She was a pioneer
promoting licensure for dietitians, and had the satisfaction of knowing that this has been adopted in some states.
She was a member of the Program Planning Committee for the 2nd International Congress of Dietetics and
a participant in the two later International Congresses. She was an honorary member of the Danish Dietetic
Association, an elected affiliate member of the Royal Society of Medicine, and a member of the Royal Society of

Health in the United Kingdom.

She was also a member of the American Academy of Political and Social Sciences, International Council of
Women, American Association for United Nations, American Association of University Professors, American

Home Economics Association, and the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

She was the author of about twenty-two professional publications that have appeared in The Journal of the American
Dietetic Association, Hospital Management, Bulletin of the Danish Dietetics Association, and others. Her major

research interests were in food cost accounting and scheduling of menu items in the food service units in hospitals.

Mary never lost the excitement of learning new things and the challenge of new ideas. She was always looking to

the future. She was an extrovert who added sparkle to any group. She liked people and people liked her.

Undergraduates and graduate students remember Professor Bloetjes as an innovative and exciting teacher;
colleagues and staff members had a mentor who was interested in their professional development and in their
personal lives.
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Professor Bloetjes came to Ithaca from New York City where she had an interest in the arts and opera. The present
Tompkins County Arts Council includes her name among the founders. She was a member of the Ithaca Opera

Association Board of Directors and a life-long supporter.

Professor Bloetjes’ contributions to the university, College of Human Ecology and other teaching institutions are

far-reaching. The Ithaca community has been enriched by her contribution.

Bernice Hopkins, Karla Longree, Mary Morrison
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Gary Robert Bolton

September 21, 1942 — February 10, 1982

Dr. Gary R. Bolton was born and raised in Racine, Wisconsin. His early interest for the outdoors, sports, and
music became his lifetime characteristic. Gary attended the University of Wisconsin and Iowa State University and
received his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree from Iowa State University in 1967. He received an appointment
as intern at the Animal Medical Center in New York City in 1967, followed by two years of residency in internal

medicine and cardiology.

Dr. Bolton was appointed to the faculty of the New York State College of Veterinary Medicine as an assistant
professor of small animal medicine in1970 and was promoted to associate professor in 1974. His primary interest
was cardiology, which he developed into a productive referral service and teaching program for students and
practitioners. He became board-certified in the specialty of cardiology in the American College of Veterinary

Internal Medicine in 1979.

A gifted teacher with a unique ability to pinpoint essential clinical aspects while radiating interest and enthusiasm
for his students and a deep sense of confidence and trust to the pet owner, he became known and respected as a
compassionate veterinarian who exhibited empathy to both his patients and their owners. Because of these qualities
he was a popular lecturer at local, state, and national meetings. His dry sense of humor, his mimicking sounds
and signs of various ailments, as well as his practical approach to clinical problems always kept his audience’s
attention. In 1978 his continuing education lectures were enthusiastically received by the veterinary practitioners

in Japan. In 1977 he was awarded the Norden Distinguished Teacher Award by his students.

Dr. Bolton contributed over thirty publications to textbooks and periodicals. In 1975 he authored the Handbook
of Canine Electrocardiography, which quickly brought him international recognition. This text became a leading
reference in veterinary cardiology and subsequently was translated and published in Japanese. Gary was a pioneer
in veterinary ECHO cardiography and in the development of the feline cardiovascular research section of the

Cornell Feline Health Center.

Dr. Bolton’s administrative positions included membership on the Curriculum Committee, the Annual Conference
Committee, the Student-Faculty Liaison Committee, and the Expanded Admissions and Admissions Committee.
He served also as student chapter of the American Veterinary Medical Association faculty adviser and American

Animal Hospital Association faculty adviser, as well as faculty adviser and president of Phi Zeta. He was a member
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of the Academy of Veterinary Cardiology, the American Animal Hospital Association, the American Veterinary
Medical Association, the New York State Veterinary Medical Association, and the New York State Southern Tier

Veterinary Medical Association.

Dr. Bolton generated such a lasting impression that an endowed award, the Gary Bolton Memorial Cardiology
Award, arose from funds and donations in memory of his outstanding contributions to the field of small animal

cardiology. The first presentation was made at the 1982 Honor Day banquet.
He is survived by his wife, Jean Bolton, and their two children: a son, Kerry (ten), and a daughter, Mickey (eight).

Alexander deLahunta, Frederic W. Scott, Eric ]. Trotter, Ronald C. Riis
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Damon Boynton

September 27, 1908 — August 24, 1986

Damon Boynton was the son of a well-known professor of American literature at the University of Chicago. When
he was ten or eleven, his mother, acting on a doctor’s advice that she introduce her boys to country life, bought and
began to run a small general farm in Old Mystic, Connecticut. There were cows and horses, chickens and ducks,
a fine old barn, a beautiful New England pasture with boulders and poison ivy, a pond, and fertile fields, as well
as the Mystic River and access to boats and saltwater. Here began a love affair with farm life from which Damon

never recovered.

A couple of years at Loomis (now the Loomis-Chafee School) prepared him for Amherst College, where he stayed
for one year, and the University of Chicago, where he stayed for another. He finally found himself at Cornell in the
College of Agriculture and in the Cornell Dramatic Club, where he also found Mary Fuertes (the daughter of Louis
Agassiz Fuertes ‘97), whom he married when they graduated in the class of 1931. As an undergraduate he majored
in agricultural economics (in the days of Warren and Pearson), but as a graduate student he studied pomology
under A. J. Heinicke and L. H. MacDaniels. After he got his Ph.D., in 1937, he was appointed assistant professor of
pomology in the College of Agriculture and in due course was promoted to full professor, and for the next twenty

years or so he was actively involved with extension, research, and teaching in the Department of Pomology.

Boynton made two major contributions to pomology. The first was a detailed study of the soil environment that
provides the nourishment and support for woody perennial fruit plants. In it he identified the effects of various
physical features of the soil matrix at different depths and different times of the year on water drainage, pore space,
and soil aeration. His research showed that those soil-drainage characteristics influence oxygen levels in the pore
space and hence have a profound effect on root growth and the absorption of mineral nutrients and water. This
pioneering work enhanced the department’s ability to advise growers in New York about site selection and dictated

the selection of new sites after the heavy tree losses on the poorer sites following the freeze of 1933-34.

His studies of the relationship between the availability of mineral nutrients in the soil and the composition of leaves
led to the establishment of the leaf-analysis service, offered by Cornell to New York fruit growers as a means of
identifying nutrient deficiencies and excesses before they could adversely affect fruit production and fruit quality.
He developed a leaf-color chart that growers could use to measure the nitrogen status of the tree and determine
appropriate fertilizers, and he later refined his studies of the effect of various kinds of orchard cultivation on

nitrogen levels in fruit trees and developed guidelines for the use of foliar sprays for supplementary nutrition.
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In his research and teaching Boynton’s interest soon turned to the pomology of regions other than New York State.
In 1939 he won a College of Agriculture traveling fellowship to study orchard management and plant nutrition
in Great Britain. In 1945, on a Guggenheim Fellowship to study citrus fruits, he spent some time in Puerto Rico,
and for the next forty years his chief professional interest was in subtropical and tropical fruits, in their culture,
and in the lives and cultures of the people who lived by their cultivation. In 1951-52 he offered a course called
“Fruits of the World.” Then, in 1953, he was able to combine his interests in pomology, tropical fruits, agricultural
education, and Latin American culture during a year’s work as acting head of the Crops Department of the Instituto
Interamericano de Ciencias Agricolas at Turrialba, Costa Rica. It was a great year for Boynton and for the scientific
study of agriculture in Latin America. At the institute he introduced the first spectrophotometer to improve the
analysis of element deficiencies in plant tissue, and he expanded the coffee collection, now the largest in the world.
More significant, he focused attention on ways to improve the teaching and research programs in this, the first
graduate program in the Southern Hemisphere, and to link them with the development issues of the countries of
Latin America. The challenges of rural development, the role of agriculture in improving the lives of millions of
poor rural people, and the difference that a few good people could make in this process—these were the themes
that Boynton inspired his colleagues with and that he is still remembered for. But the precepts were nourished by
the example of a man who had time to supervise the introduction of new varieties and new rootstocks of apple,

peach, plum, and pear in the highlands of Guatemala.

When he returned to Cornell and resumed his heavy load of teaching, he also became a member of a committee
appointed to reassess the Graduate School, and in 1959 he became dean of the Graduate School. During his five-
year term Dean Boynton conceived and directed the creation of the Sage Graduate Center and thereby gave a local
habitation to what had been only the name for an administrative, record-keeping academic unit of Cornell with
offices tucked into Day Hall. Previously graduate students had discovered one another only in seminars, libraries,
and laboratories, and sought in Willard Straight Hall (and in Pop’s and in Johnny’s) congenial space in which to
waste a sullen day together or to brighten one another’s perceptions. When the remodeling of old Sage College was
completed, the new Graduate Center contained 147 dormitory rooms, several reading rooms and lounges, a music
room, a new dining room, and a suite of offices for the dean and administrative staff. The center went far towards
identifying and humanizing the Graduate School as an entity of the university, especially for first-year students.
(Thanks to Boynton’s insistence, the center housed both men and women—in separate wings—and became the

first of Cornell’s sexually desegregated dormitories.)
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But Boynton’s chief concern was with the academic quality of the students, of their work, and of the instruction
and guidance they received from the faculty. In performing his decanal duties, he won the respect of the faculty
and students by his fair-mindedness, by his “total grasp of the job,” and by what another of his colleagues later
called “his marvelous calm and his dry sense of humor.” One of the policy issues he took a strong stand on was
the Graduate School’s requirement that candidates for a Ph.D. degree present evidence of the ability to read two
foreign languages; he opposed those who would reduce or abolish the requirement. More generally, he favored
high standards of scholarly discipline in an educational program that enlarged rather than narrowed the lives and

the vision of its students.

Among the many extramural committees he served on, two were especially successful because of his leadership:
the Committee on Testing of the Association of Graduate Schools and the National Council on the Testing of
English as a Foreign Language, both of which he chaired. The second of these eventually solved a difficult problem
for graduate schools that drew students from all over the world—some of whom arrived on campus not knowing
enough English to do good work in an American university. Boynton had brought to his job as dean an old and

abiding interest in educating young scientists from developing countries.

In 1964, at the end of his term as dean of the Graduate School, Boynton resigned from Cornell to become manager
of a United Nations project under the Food and Agriculture Organization designed to strengthen advanced
programs in scientific agriculture in Latin America. From the project’s headquarters in the Tropical Research
Center of the Organization of American States at Turrialba, Costa Rica, he traveled to universities and experiment
stations all over Latin America, sharing his professional experience with agricultural scientists and teachers. In
1966 he became chief of party of a similar project based in Lima, Peru, and six years later he moved to Santa Tecla,
El Salvador, as adviser to a U.S. Department of Agriculture Project in agricultural research. During ten years
in the role of an academic and scientific Johnny Appleseed, Boynton made a lasting impression on agricultural

education and research in Latin America—and enhanced the fame of Cornell.

Boynton always enjoyed getting out and talking with farmers and seeing how they worked and lived. In the
course of such field work in Latin America he became interested in, and impressed by, some of the small farmers
who seemed to him to be doing extraordinarily well under very difficult conditions. By this time he had come to
recognize that although the Green Revolution had done wonders for increasing world food production, the benefits
of these scientific advances had been largely gained by large landholders. Having become especially interested in
discovering how research in the agricultural and social sciences could help small farmers build on their own

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statements 1980s: Volume 6 45



indigenous knowledge and experience, he welcomed an opportunity to spend his last year in Latin America back
in Costa Rica, where, with a team of specialists from Chile, Guatemala, El Salvador, Venezuela, and Costa Rica, he

worked on the development and implementation of programs for small farmers.

After returning to Cornell, Boynton helped organize a series of faculty seminars with the Rural Development
Committee to exchange ideas and information regarding problems and potentialities of small farmers in the third
world in the hope that ideas of practical value would emerge. The series was so successful that someone proposed
that the contributions be collected and published in a book to be edited by professors emeriti William F. Whyte
and Damon Boynton. While assuming particular responsibility for the contributions of his colleagues in the
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Boynton took a strong interest in all of the chapters and was especially
helpful in suggesting how social scientists could make their contributions most useful to readers who were not
social scientists. The book, Higher-yielding Human Systems for Agriculture, was published by Cornell University

Press in 1984. At the time of his death he was making good progress on a history of horticulture at Cornell.

Damon Boynton was a quiet, modest, wise, capable, and passionate man, in love with life in all its natural forms

and fascinated by its symbiotic associations with humanity.

Scott B. Elledge, Walter H. Stainton, William F. Whyte, Louis ]. Edgerton
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Richard Bradfield

April 29, 1896 — May 1, 1981

It is fitting that Cornell’s most impressive laboratory building is named for the late Professor Richard Bradfield,
whose accomplishments were as impressive as they were unique. Committed to the idea that civilization was born
when agricultural returns rose above the level of bare subsistence, he regarded the symbiotic relationships between
science and farming as the foundation of prosperity and progress of world society. To this proposition he devoted

his enormous energy, his remarkable talent for innovation as a chemist-agronomist, and his forceful personality.

Reared on a farm in Ohio, he graduated from Otterbein College in 1917 to find himself farming to support his
sisters and widowed mother while teaching high school science and pursuing graduate studies at Ohio State
University. With the postwar collapse of farm prices, he accepted an appointment as an instructor in the Soils
Department of the University of Missouri in 1920. Two years later his Doctor of Philosophy degree from Ohio
State was awarded, and his reputation as a physical and colloidal chemist was already rising rapidly. In 1927, as
a Guggenheim Fellow in the laboratories of H. Freundlich at the Kaiser Wilhelm Institut fiir Physikalische und
Elektrochemie in Berlin, and of G. Wiegner at the Technische Hochschule in Zurich, he developed concepts of the

nature of soil colloids and techniques for evaluating their role in the acidic characteristics of soil.

Called back to Ohio State University as a full professor in 1930, he and his students expanded the application of

physical and colloidal chemistry to oxidation-reduction potentials in soils and to the reactions of lime in soils.

In 1937 he moved to Cornell as professor of soil technology and head of the Department of Agronomy. He served
as faculty representative to the Cornell University Board of Trustees, 1943-48. While building an expanded
department, he taught dynamic courses in the physics and chemistry of soils as well as in soil fertility. The latter
was, in fact, more nearly a course in philosophy for world agriculture. His lectures drew students from many

disciplines and many countries, and their impact will not be forgotten by those who attended.

A trusted adviser to two deans of his college, he served on committees that recommended policies that are now
Cornell traditions. A prime mover in development of the International Agricultural Development Program, he
was a leading advocate for the Cornell project for rehabilitation of the College of Agriculture of the Philippines

after its devastation in World War II.

Meanwhile, his influence had grown in his own country and abroad. The American Society of Agronomy sent him

as its delegate to International Congresses of Soil Science in the USSR in 1930 and in England in 1935, and elected
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him president in 1941-42. He was elected the first president of the Soil Science Society of America (1935-36) and
was later to be president of the International Society of Soil Science (1956-60). He chaired the Colloids Division of
the American Chemical Society (1936-37) and served as vice president (agriculture) of the American Association

for the Advancement of Science.

He served as acting assistant chief, Bureau of Plant Industry, in 1939 and soil scientist (consultant) to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (1943-55). He chaired a Joint Land Grant College-USDA Committee on the
National Soil Survey (1942-48) and was a member of the Agronomy Advisory Committee on Fertilizers, War
Food Administration (1943-45). He was a member of the Advisory Committee on Agricultural Education, U.S.
Department of State (1944), and chaired National Research Council Committees on Agronomy (1933-37) and
on Training of Agricultural Research Workers (1944-46). He was a member of several other NRC committees
and served NRC as a consultant on their Africa Foreign Aid Project. He was a member of the NRC National

Agricultural Policy Board.

He was a member of the Visiting Committee on Biology, Brookhaven National Laboratory, and of the Committee

on International Relations of the American Institute of Biological Sciences.

He was a member of the Standing Advisory Committee on Agriculture, Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, and of FAO’s Technical Research Committee, Freedom from Hunger Campaign. He served as an

adviser to government bodies in Central and South America.

The above listing is incomplete but gives an impression of Richard Bradfield’s involvement, as a Cornell professor,
in affairs of his country and of the world. His major activities on the international scene, however, go far beyond

the foregoing.

In 1941 Richard Bradfield was one of a party of three consultants dispatched to Mexico by the Rockefeller
Foundation. They were to investigate the feasibility of an experimental program in the development of agriculture
in an underdeveloped country. Their report was accepted and their recommendations put into effect. It was the
opening gun of the green revolution. As consultant to the Rockefeller Foundation from 1941 to 1955, he was a
principal adviser on the Mexican project, whose successes included breeding crop varieties adapted to the needs of
Mexico and similar areas around the world, an achievement that was to win the Nobel Peace Prize for a member of
the Mexico project team. By then, however, Richard Bradfield had been made the Rockefeller Foundation’s regional

director for the Far East (1956), and shortly thereafter he was elevated to the foundation’s Board of Trustees.
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Although still a Cornell professor, he was instrumental in the founding of the International Rice Research Institute
in the Philippines in 1960 and in the foundation’s assistance projects in Viet Nam, Thailand, Indonesia, Taiwan,
Burma, Japan, and the Philippines. He was a leader in the development of an international program for training
agricultural scientists and extension workers in Southeast Asia at the University of the Philippines and in the
initiation of the Rockefeller Foundation’s Indian Agricultural Program. During this period plans were developed

for programs that are now operative in Central and South America and Africa.

On December 31, 1961, his term as trustee of the foundation completed, he retired from his professorship at Cornell
and took up residence in the Philippines to work on a project of his own. He had long insisted that small farmers
in underdeveloped tropical climates could, by clever systems of overlapping planting, produce more abundant
and better balanced food supplies for themselves and their nations. What was needed was an appreciation of
agronomic principles as they would apply to multiple cropping, with concrete examples as models. He went to
the field to show with his own experience, his own hands, and his own imagination how it could be done, thereby

initiating the next wave of the green revolution.

In 1971, at the age of seventy-five, he left his successful development-demonstration project to reside, for a time, as
a senior fellow at the East-West Food Center of the University of Hawaii. From there he went as a visiting professor
to the University of Florida’s Center for International Agriculture in Gainesville. Finally, in 1978, he retired to
private life near the home of his eldest son, and on May 1, 1981, a few days after his eighty-fifth birthday, his heart

abruptly failed.

His wife, the former Hannah Stillman, his six children, eleven grandchildren, one great-grandchild, and four of

his sisters survived him. His remains were interred in West Jefferson, Ohio, whence he came.

Marlin G. Cline, Douglas ]. Lathwell, Robert D. Miller
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Alice Mary Briant

February 22, 1899 — March 14, 1988

The Ithaca and Cornell community lost an exceptional and unique member when Alice Mary “Molly” Briant died

in the Ithaca Reconstruction Home on March 14, 1988 after an extended illness.

Born in Helsby, Cheshire, England, she was educated in private schools, receiving the general school certificate
from Queen’s School in Chester. In 1925 she emigrated to Montreal, Canada, following an older brother. Between
1926 and 1938, she supported herself as a secretary. During the latter part of these years, she studied with a major
in chemistry and received a B.S. degree in agriculture in 1938 from MacDonald College, McGill University. She

began graduate studies at Cornell in 1938 and received both a Master’s and Ph.D. from Cornell.

From 1944 to 1962 when she retired, she served as a member of the faculty of the College of Human Ecology in the
Department of Food and Nutrition. During that time she was a member of the graduate committee of more than

30 graduate students who were attracted to her because of her knowledge and ability in research methodology.

Her research interests were directed at studies of the effects of different flours, starches and cooking conditions
on a wide range of products. She developed principles for cooking with New York State soft wheat flour, and did
research on the quality and vitamin retention in cooked fresh and frozen vegetables. She considered statistical
analysis of research data to be of prime importance in any research effort and encouraged and assisted many
graduate students in the department as they worked on thesis projects. She was an early advocate of the use of
sensory methods of analysis of food quality and worked towards standards for sensory evaluations as a member
of the American Society for Testing and Materials Sensory Standards Committee. She actively participated in
other professional organizations including the American Association of Cereal Chemists, the Institute of Food

Technology, and the American Home Economics Association.

Her teaching activities involved teaching summer sessions at Cornell and other universities including Northern
Ilinois, Utah State, Washington State, and British Columbia, Canada. For several years after retirement, she

continued to teach in summer sessions.

Among her talents, an outstanding quality was her ability to understand humans of all ages. She related well to
graduate students, reached them on an intellectual level, encouraged them to think for themselves and helped

them to set their sights high. Students considered Molly or “Miss B”, as they called her, an ideal major professor.
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She permitted, even expected, a large amount of independence, but was available and willing to provide advice
and assistance when appropriate. Her research assistants learned from her daily, though much of her teaching was

indirect. Her zest for continued learning was contagious.

Miss B’s sense of humor helped her and her students over the rough spots. She was interested in her students as
persons and contributed to the development of their self-confidence. Although she was not effusive in her praise,
she had her own ways of showing her approval. Today her former students agree that her influence was tremendous

and long lasting.

Molly Briant had a consuming passion for nature in all its manifestations. She was proficient in identifying birds in
the area and students remember visiting her at her home on Warren Road where birds were accustomed to eating
from her hand. She was also cognizant of plant life and led many student expeditions to choice wild strawberry
patches and to study early spring flowers. In retirement, these passions continued and took her on bird and plant

tours in Africa, Australia, Central America and many countries in Europe.

Other pursuits of Molly’s included woodworking, metal work, weaving and embroidery. Her standard of

craftsmanship was of a very high level and many of her friends received examples which they treasure.

One aspect of Molly’s life which few of her friends were aware of was the extent of her generosity to individuals and

causes she deemed worthy of her help. She lived frugally but quietly, and unselfishly shared her assets with others.

Mary A Morrison, Kathleen Rhodes, Gertrude Armbruster
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W. Lambert Brittain

August 10, 1922 — April 22, 1987

We have lost a friend; a citizen; a quiet, questioning intelligence; an extraordinary teacher; a modest man whose

quest was individual development—his own and ours.

It was Brit’s wish that his illness not be known. He wanted his relationships with others to be centered in living
rather than on dying. So his death came as a shock to many colleagues and friends, even to some who had met with

him in the final months of his life. Our silence and not knowing was a gift he prized.

He wrote his own obituary, leaving only the date to be filled in—so we read it with unusual care, recognizing that

in it he has told of what he valued in his life. He said:

Cornell University professor W. Lambert Brittain, sixty-four, of Ithaca, died on Wednesday, April 22, 1987,
at Tompkins Community Hospital after a long illness. He was born in Boston, a son of George and Sarah

Stephenson Brittain.

He was a professor of human development and family studies in the College of Human Ecology at Cornell
and was locally well known for supervising the Saturday art classes for children, which were offered at
Cornell each year. Many of the activities from these classes formed the basis for new directions in the study

of creativity and art for children.

Professor Brittain received a bachelor’s degree from Syracuse University and a master’s degree and a
doctorate from Pennsylvania State University. He served with the U.S. Army in the Pacific during World

War II, reaching the rank of first sergeant in the infantry.

He was active in community affairs and served as president of the Forest Home Improvement Association

on two different occasions, as well as on committees for local school and civic groups.

In addition to his father, he is survived by his wife, Harriet Brittain of Ithaca; two daughters, Constance
Bouchard of Wooster, Ohio, and Ann Brittain of Miami; three sons, David Brittain of Syracuse, Bruce
Brittain of Ithaca, and Douglas Brittain of Detroit; two granddaughters; and two brothers, Oliver Brittain

of Walpole, Maine, and Harvey Brittain of Boothbay Harbor, Maine.
There will be no memorial service and no calling hours. The family requests a period of privacy.
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As a scholar, Brit studied creative processes in human development, directed theses, and wrote articles and books;
as a teacher, he built situations in which persons could discover their own strengths and styles and stood ready to
encourage successful discovery; as a citizen of the university and of its neighboring community of Forest Home,

he was a persistent, dependable voice of reason, whether the question was one of tenure or of neighborhood traffic.

And his relationships have been marked by continuity as well as by quality: he was part of the Cornell faculty for
thirty-five years, investing in its programs, careful for their excellence; he was available to students, supporting

their efforts; and he lived with his family throughout those years in one house of his own design.

He was a gentle man and a gentleman. He knew who he was and what he cared about, and he arranged his life
accordingly. Not surprisingly, then, he chose how he would use his remaining time: he visited his 103-year-old
father in Maine with his family; he continued to work with his neighbors in Forest Home toward a civilized
community; he met with his students; and he completed the eighth edition of the book that joins the vision of

Viktor Lowenfeld with his own.

The book, Creative and Mental Growth, stands with the Saturday morning class as a remarkable legacy: the one
descriptive, the other demonstrative, of Brit’s respect for children, his enthusiasm for creative and intellectual

activity, and his dedication to individual development.
In the preface he wrote:

It is only through children’s interactions with adults that positive values are established and reactions to
the environment are encouraged. It is this interaction that is crucial in learning; this is particularly true
in the area of art expression. It is not the development of transitory skills that is important, but rather the

development of a sensitive, creative, involved, and aware child.

Children are the essence of this book, but more than that, they are the essence of society. How children are
cared for, nourished both physically and psychologically, gives an indication of the value society puts upon

itself and its future.
We are grateful for this sensitive, creative, involved, and aware man.

Nancy M. Dodge, Henry N. Ricciuti, Helen T. M. Bayer
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Elizabeth Loring Keyes Burckmyer

December 8, 1900 — January 30, 1985

Elizabeth Loring Keyes Burckmyer was born in San Diego, California, and spent her childhood on a small ranch
in Claremont, California. After graduation from Pomona College in 1922 with a Bachelor of Arts degree, she
secured an assistantship at Cornell. She received the Master of Science degree in 1924. From 1924 to 1925 she
taught biology at West Virginia Wesleyan College. She was a member of Sigma Xi, Sigma Kappa, and Sigma Delta
Epsilon. In 1925 she married Lawrence A. Burckmyer, who was an instructor in electrical engineering at Cornell,

and took up permanent residence in Ithaca.

She felt it was her early training as a biologist and her interest and skill in making drawings from the microscope
that led to her development as a scientific illustrator. While raising her family of two boys, she did illustrations
for many types of publications; among them were fish drawings for the United States Geological Survey, Rural
School Leaflets, textbooks, and most of the plant drawings for E. Laurence Palmer’s Fieldbook of Natural History.
Among her finest early works were the watercolor paintings for Liberty Hyde Bailey’s Garden of the Bellflowers. She

furthered her art training under the tutelage of Professor Kenneth Washburn.

In 1946 Elizabeth Burckmyer joined the Cornell staff as an instructor and assistant to Professor Clara Garrett,
who taught the drawing courses offered by the Department of Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture in the
New York State College of Agriculture. At the time of Professor Garrett’s retirement in 1949 she was promoted
to assistant professor, and in 1954 she became an associate professor of freechand drawing. From 1949 until her
retirementin 1962 she had responsibility for the planning and teaching of the drawing courses. Professor Burckmyer
continued to do illustrations for publications, among which were the drawings for Mary Geisler Phillips’s book,

Mabkers of Honey.

On her sabbatical leave in 1956 she traveled through Europe to sketch and paint. She came back with a portfolio of
watercolors and drawings from France, Spain, Italy, Sicily, Lebanon, and Jordan. Of particular interest to her were

the architecture and colorful costumes of busy marketplaces.

Although she came from a California ranch as an accomplished horse-woman and delighted Ithaca friends by
instructing them in the art of western-style riding, it was Cayuga Lake and boating that were to become a source of

enjoyment during the Ithaca years. The June 1929 issue of Motorboating carried as its lead article her account of a
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thousand-mile trip she and her husband made in a twenty-one-foot open launch from Ithaca across Lake Ontario

to Ottawa and back by way of the St. Lawrence River, Lake Champlain, and the New York State barge canals.

After both she and her husband, Professor Emeritus Lawrence A. Burckmyer, Jr., retired in 1962, they moved
aboard a large motor sailboat with the idea of cruising for a while before settling down. It was to be their home for
the next twenty years, as they followed the seasons along the inland waterway, moving north to Massachusetts in
summer and south to Florida as winter came on. Professor Burckmyer kept a lively interest in sketching life along

the waterways, filling sketchbooks and letters to friends with ink sketches of people, boats, harbors, and wildlife.

Those who had the privilege of knowing and working with Betty Burckmyer will remember her vitality and
warmth and her excellence and dedication as a teacher. She always made time to be available to students and
demonstrated a caring for their work. Her love of art, her strong feeling for its craft, and the need to acquire
skills was communicated to all her students and other members of the various art study groups in which she

participated, not only through her ability to teach, but also by the example of her finely crafted artwork.

Even though the years after retirement were spent mostly away from Ithaca, she maintained her contact with

Ithacans and activities at Cornell.
Sheis survived by her husband and two sons, Lawrence L. Burckmyer and Peter Burckmyer, and four grandchildren.

Raymond T. Fox, Robert G. Mower, Robert ]. Lambert, ]r.
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Lawrence A. Burckmyer, Jr.

September 7, 1901 — April 7, 1988

Lawrence A. Burckmyer, Jr. (hereinafter referred to as “Burck”) was born in North Augusta, South Carolina. After
prep-school work at Virginia Military Academy (where he was first in his class) he entered Clemson College, a
short distance up the road from where he was born. Upon graduation with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1922
(again first in his class) he was highly recommended for an instructorship in the School of Electrical Engineering
at Cornell and was offered an appointment, which he accepted for the fall term 1922. He became an assistant
professor in 1929, an associate professor in 1942, and a professor in 1943. He retired early and became professor

emeritus in July 1962.

During his teaching career Burck had only two sabbatic leaves. In 1947-48, he was with the Western Electric
Company in New Jersey; in 1954-55 he was in the Du Pont Teachers Training Program in Wilmington, Delaware.
Before early retirement he asked for a one-year leave of absence without salary even though he was eligible for a
sabbatic. This was a measure of the man’s integrity because he felt that he might not come back to Cornell after the

leave and that it would be wrong to ask for a sabbatic under such circumstances.

Burck’s numerous administrative responsibilities during his career included membership on a three-man
committee appointed to administer the affairs of the School when it was without a director (1944-45). Also, he
was in charge of the electrical engineering curriculum for the Steam and Diesel Programs of the Naval Training
Program during World War II. This responsibility included the task of seeking out and hiring a teaching staff
consisting of practicing engineers, active and retired, as well as developing the course material and a new laboratory.
He was also in charge of an area responsible for electrical circuits and measurements laboratory, and machinery

courses in the School.

While a member of the three-man committee in 1944-45 he was chosen as chairman of the Building Planning
Committee for a new building to replace the facilities in Franklin Hall, Rand Hall, and the Old Heating Plant
(converted to an electrical laboratory for the Naval Training Program). This proved to be a monumental task that

took ten years to complete.

Burck started by making a complete survey of the space requirements known for the present and contemplated for
the future. It was an outstanding job largely due to his efforts. Then came the first of many architectural designs

that would satisfy these requirements. Many were discarded because their cost exceeded what the administration
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felt they had available from a prospective donor. Eventually, all conditions were compromised and the move to the

new building, Phillips Hall (given by Ellis L. Phillips ‘95), was completed in January 1955.

In addition to his efforts guiding the planning committee, Burck’s tangible contributions to the new building were
the design of the electrical laboratory benches used in all laboratories and the design of the electrical supply system
for the laboratories and classrooms. With this system it is possible to connect any electrical supply anywhere in
the building to any other place in the building, an extraordinary achievement. An audio system with similar

capabilities was included in his design.

In both his measurement and machinery courses, Burck demanded not only precision in the laboratory but also
precision in speech, along with clear thinking. While Burck’s insistence on clarity, accuracy, and responsibility
in their work seemed harsh to many students, it was really a great kindness. He considered it his duty to prepare
the students for the expectations they were sure to face in the field of engineering. His thoughtful, professional

approach and his courteous demeanor was a good example to them all.

The statement is made in a Centennial article concerning these courses:

“Scores of Electrical Engineering Alumni remember these courses as being very demanding and even painful. After entering their

professional careers, however, many of these same alumni reported their appreciation of the value of these rigorous exercises.”

For the laboratory course Burck wrote the text material for Engineering Principles in Electrical Experiments which
was printed in photo offset form. His writing showed another Burckmyer characteristic — conciseness. Students

and colleagues soon realized that Burck wrote one sentence where others would write two or three.

While active, Burck belonged to only one professional society, the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, and
was chairman of its subcommittee on Temperature Measurement and the Rotating Machinery Committee. He felt

that he should participate only where he could make a reasonable contribution.
Burck was a member of the honorary societies, Eta Kappa Nu, Tau Beta Pi, and Sigma Xi.

Throughout his life Burck’s recreation was his boats which he enjoyed with his family. In his younger years it
was a thirty-foot single-masted motor sailer, the Kestrel, which he kept in immaculate condition (as he did his
automobiles). In the summer months the family spent many hours on the Kestrel on Cayuga Lake and beyond.
A picture of Kestrel under full sail appeared on Ithaca/Cayuga Lake publicity brochures for many years. An
interview with Burck, and details of the innovations he made on Kestrel were featured in a major article in Yachting

Magazine. This is a reflection of the thought and excellence he brought to everything he dealt with. At the time of
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his retirement he acquired a cabin cruiser, the North Star, a larger boat with ocean going capability, on which he
intended to live. He settled on the Marina at Marineland in Florida as the proper place to berth the boat. He and
his wife, Elizabeth (retired as an associate professor emerita in ornamental horticulture at Cornell), continued
to enjoy this form of living, with occasional trips out into the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf until they decided in
1984 it was time to go ashore. What eased the transition for Burck considerably was the fact that a suitable person

appeared who offered to care for the boat and use it as Burck would.

They acquired a house in Palm Coast, Florida, not far from Marineland and were beginning to enjoy their new
kind of living when Betty died suddenly in early 1985. Subsequently Burck went into a nursing home where he

died.

Burck is survived by two sons, Lawrence L. of Peabody, Massachusetts and Peter A. of Somers, New York, both

Cornell graduates; and four grandchildren.

True McLean, Robert E. Osborn, William H. Erickson
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Walter Hagemeyer Burkholder

February 1, 1891 — January 31, 1983

Walter H. Burkholder was known affectionately to his many friends as “Burkie.” He was born in Crawfordsville,
Indiana, where he obtained his A.B. degree in botany and English from Wabash College in 1913. He then joined
the Department of Plant Pathology [at Cornell] as a fellow to begin his doctoral program. This association with
Cornell University continued forty-six years, until his retirement and appointment as professor emeritus on July
1, 1959. Burkie received his Ph.D. degree in 1917; held an appointment as investigator until 1921, when he was

designated assistant professor; and was appointed professor in 1927.

Burkie began his scientific career investigating fungi that cause disease in plants. In particular he was concerned
with diseases of beans. For his outstanding research he received a Meritorious Service Award from the Bean
Improvement Cooperative, a national organization dedicated to improvement of bean crops. He became a world
authority on bacteria that cause disease in plants. For manyyears Burkie was editor of the section on phytopathogenic
bacteria in Bergey’s Manual of Determinative Bacteriology, a definitive reference work for bacteriologists. Over the
years he assembled a large collection of plant pathogenic bacteria, which he made available to scientists all over
the world. For many years he taught a section of the advanced graduate course on bacterial diseases of plants. His
numerous research contributions ranged from fundamental studies on the physiology and taxonomy of these
organisms to development of resistant bean varieties by which to control them and reduce losses sustained by
bean growers. He was a member of Sigma Xi, the Society of American Bacteriologists, the Ecological Society
of America, and the New York Academy of Sciences. He was a life member of the American Phytopathological

Society and a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

Burkie was an avid reader of poetry and fiction and especially enjoyed light opera. He was a connoisseur of fine
food and liquor, whose subtle delights he happily introduced to others. Burkie was also an outstanding person
who exemplified the words gentleman, scholar, and scientist. He was a friend of students, whom he counseled
and regularly entertained; of growers, whom he respected and was admired by in turn; and of people throughout
the University community. He had such warmth of personality and good humor, such diverse interests and

experiences, that people sought his company and simply enjoyed him greatly.

William F. Rochow, Leon |. Tyler, Roy L. Miller
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Arthur Brotherton Burrell

February 20, 1902 — May 5, 1987

Arthur Brotherton Burrell died at his home near Peru, New York on May 5, 1987 at the age of eighty-five. He was
born in Cleveland, Ohio, February 20, 1902, the son of George W. and Evelyn A. Burrell. The family moved to east
Cleveland where he attended public schools and graduated from Shaw High School in 1920. During the next four
years he studied at Ohio State University, Columbus, and received a Bachelor of Science degree in horticulture
with the class of 1924. At various times during summers in his undergraduate days at O.S.U. he worked in Ohio
orchards and nurseries where he learned much about growing woody perennial fruits and the problems involved

in growing apples.

In February 1925 he entered the Graduate School of Cornell University, where he majored in the field of plant
pathology with minors in pomology and plant physiology. Dr. H. Earl Thomas, then a professor in the department

and specialist on diseases of deciduous fruits, supervised Burrell’s graduate studies.

Burrell completed requirements for a Ph.D. in plant pathology at Cornell in June 1931 with a doctoral dissertation
entitled, “The Cork and Rosette Diseases of Apple in the Champlain Valley of New York”. Shortly afterward in
1931, he was appointed assistant professor in the Department of Plant Pathology and professor in 1938. He retired
in 1959 so that he could give full attention to and continue experimental work long in progress in his orchards in

the Champlain Valley.

The story of his successful venture in apple growing in the Champlain Valley is briefly given here because it shows
what a well-trained individual with courage, desire and determination can accomplish when faced with problems

involved in growing apples, especially one known serious problem that awaited investigation.

In 1926 officials of the Champlain Valley Fruit Growers Association offered Cornell funds (fellowship) to support
work on a long known apple problem known as “Cork” or Steven’s disease which interfered with growth of apple
trees and rendered the fruit worthless. Arthur Burrell, because of his experience and desire to investigate the
problem, was chosen. In 1927, encouraged by Professor H.H. Whetzel of the Department of Plant Pathology, he
rented a run-down orchard near Peru, New York for a period of five years where he was free to carry on necessary
experimental work without interference. Working from April to mid-October each year he obtained results which
proved to neighboring apple growers that their disease and insect problems could be brought under control.

Burrell’s tremendously important discovery was that the lack of available boron, at least in some Champlain
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Valley soils, resulted in the development of the destructive Cork-Rosette diseases of apples. In addition to the
discovery of the importance of boron, his studies concerned the importance of balanced nutrition, available soil
moisture, beekeeping and pollination, concentrated spraying of trees for insect and foliage disease control and
orchard management in general showing that all were important for success in growing apples. As a result of his
research, some of it in collaboration with other researchers in the College of Agriculture and the State Agricultural
Experiment Station at Geneva, apple yields in the Peru area were doubled in five years. Burrell’s orchards served
as a laboratory over the years for demonstrating new scientific findings. These findings were largely responsible for
the growth of the apple industry in the Champlain Valley. His discovery of effects of boron deficiencies also led to

applications of boron to apple orchards in many parts of the world.

Professor Burrell was highly thought of by his peers. He was a member of the honorary societies of Sigma Xi, Phi
Kappa Phi, Phi Delta Gamma, and Sigma Rho. He was a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement

of Science.

He was well known for promoting agriculture in New York State for half a century as an investigator, scientist,
educator, grower of apples and promoter of innovations in fruit farming. In 1960 he received a citation from the
New York State Horticultural Society and in 1973 from the New York State Agricultural Society for his outstanding

contributions to the apple producing industry.

He was a member of the American Pomological Society, the American Society of Horticultural Science, an
honorary life member of the Quebec (Canada) Horticultural Society and active in the Audubon Society. He was
a member and past president of the New York State Horticultural Society and the Northeastern Division of the

American Phytopathological Society.

Professor Burrell was a member for several years of the New York State Conference Board of Farm Organizations;
a four-year member of the Advisory Council of the New York State College of Agriculture and Geneva Experiment
Station; chairman for ten years of a Committee on National Legislation, Clinton County Farm Bureau; member
of Governor Rockefeller’s Advisory Council on Migrant Labor; member of the Advisory Council on Continuing
Education, Plattsburgh State University College; and a member of the Champlain Valley Physicians Hospital

Medical Center Corporation.

Burrell was an invited speaker at meetings over the years of the Horticultural Societies of the New England states,

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Michigan.
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For twenty years, Arthur and his wife, Virginia, took annually, as many as 300 students in the elementary grades
of the Peru, New York Central School, on educational tours of the Burrell orchards and controlled atmosphere
facilities during harvest. In June 1987 the elementary grades of the school held a memorial ceremony for Arthur
Burrell and planted two apple trees on the school campus and placed a granite marker reading: “In Memory of Dr.
A .B. Burrell”. Also the Clinton County Historical Society in setting up a mobile exhibit for the Bicentennial Year
Celebration selected ten people who have made major contributions to the development of the Champlain Valley

area, and Dr. Arthur Burrell is one of those ten.

Professor Burrell is survived by his wife of fifty-six years, Virginia (Whiting) Burrell; a son George; a daughter

Marjorie; a brother; a sister; two grandchildren, and two nephews.

Leon J. Tyler
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Edwin Arthur Burtt

October 11, 1892 — September 6, 1989

Ned Burtt was born in Groton, Massachusetts, the son and grandson of Baptist ministers. He remembered his
mother as a gentle and devout woman who taught him that the best form of religious faith is indispensable to the
successful living of a life. His father he remembered in part as a zealot who early in his adult career determined, in
order to demonstrate his faith in divine providence, to forswear dependence on a salaried income and allow God
to provide for the material needs of his family as He saw fit. In the service of this ideal, Ned’s father went to South
China at the age of 45, to spend the rest of his life as a missionary for evangelical Christianity. One result of these
decisions was that Ned spent several of his teenage years in China. Another that he acknowledged is that his own
philosophical thought, although always deeply sympathetic to religious perspectives on the world, was marked

from the beginning by a reaction against what he saw as the narrowness of his father’s outlook.

Returning from China, Ned went from Mount Hermon School to Yale, where he majored in philosophy, and
then to Columbia, where he earned his Ph.D. degree, and then to Union Theological Seminary, where he was
awarded the S.T.M. degree. He first established his academic reputation with The Metaphysical Foundations of
Modern Physical Science, published in 1924; the revised second edition, from 1932, is still in print and is still
highly regarded. The book is a learned and fascinating account of the scientific revolution of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, with a critical survey of the thought of a number of seventeenth-century thinkers on the
question of how human consciousness, purpose and religious aspirations fit (or do not fit) into the world that
that revolution progressively revealed. It owes its eminence partly to the author’s perspective on this question,
as pressing in 1990 as it was in 1690 or in 1924, and partly to its convincing demonstration that one cannot read
intelligently those seventeenth-century thinkers (such as Descartes, Hobbes and Locke) classified in retrospect as
major philosophers, without also reading the works of their contemporaries (such as Galileo, Gilbert, Boyle and
Newton), now regarded primarily as scientists. This latter moral is one with which most contemporary historians

of philosophy would emphatically agree.

Ned taught for two years at Columbia and nine at Chicago before joining Cornell’s Sage School of Philosophy in
1932. He was asked on arrival to take on a course on the history and comparison of religions, a new field for him.
He willingly complied, and soon made both the course and the field his own. The course, which had 12 students

when he first taught it, regularly drew 300 by the time of his retirement in 1960. His writings during this time
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included Types of Religious Philosophy (1939; rev. 1951) and Man Seeks the Divine: a Study in the History and
Comparison of Religions (1957), as well as his edition of The Teachings of the Compassionate Buddha (1955). Work
in this area changed his own life. He felt that as the teacher of such a course he owed it to his students to take
them as best he could inside the perspective of each of the faiths studied; and the result of this exercise, he found,
was to broaden his own outlook, both by highlighting the basic convictions that the major religions share and by
encouraging a sympathetic appreciation of what was distinctive about each. It was in this spirit that he joined the
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), and then, while in India in 1947, also took the vows of a Buddhist layman.
His point, he explained, was to emphasize that his spiritual nourishment came from the East as well as the West.
When he returned to India in 1953, he and his wife lived in a Hindu religious retreat. In 1966, just two westerners
were invited to join in retracing the Buddha’s footsteps in honor of the 2500th anniversary of his enlightenment;

Ned Burtt was one of them.

Ned also accumulated numerous academic honors during his career. In 1941 he was named Susan Linn Sage
Professor of Philosophy. He was elected vice president of the Eastern (and largest) Division of the American
Philosophical Association in 1952, and president in 1964. He also served as president of the American Theological
Society. He was awarded an L.H.D. by the University of Chicago and the Nicholas Murray Butler Silver Medal
by Columbia University; and he was welcomed as a visiting professor at Harvard, Stanford and the University of

Hawaii.

Ned was married twice, first to Mildred Camp in 1916, and then to Dr. Marjorie Murray in 1951. He and his first
wife had four daughters, of whom two, Virginia and Winifred, survive. But, because of the passage of time if for
no other reason, it is the second marriage that is remembered best by most of the friends who survive him in
Ithaca. Marjorie Murray Burtt had a distinguished career of her own. After graduating from Columbia Medical
School with only the second class that included women, she worked for years as a pediatrician. Increasing interest
in the emotional problems of children drew her toward psychoanalytic thought. Encouraged by her acquaintance
with Anna Freud, she underwent analysis herself, trained as an analyst, and after her marriage to Ned practiced
in Ithaca for 30 years (with adult patients as well as children), until well past her 90th birthday. Ned shared her
interest, having undergone psychoanalysis himself in the 1940s. He found that it not only helped to resolve his
personal conflicts but gave him new insight into the unconscious influences on his philosophical thought, thereby

freeing him to pursue new directions. In her later years Marjorie regularly hosted an informal gathering of local
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psychiatrists in their home on Willard Way. Ned often sat in on the discussions, and was respected for his own

thoughtful contributions from his philosophical perspective.

This was far from being the only gathering to which Ned and Marjorie opened their home. Wednesday evenings
were for Friends, and for any others who wished to gather for meditation and discussion. Most afternoons students
and others could come for tea and, depending on the season, enjoy either croquet or the comfort of a warm
fire. (Well into his 90s, Ned insisted on bringing the firewood up from the basement himself.) At the Burtts’s
any students found a home away from home. All remember the warm presence of both of the Burtts and their
remarkable ability to see good in people, even while maintaining a realistic awareness of the less attractive sides
of human nature. Ned was rarely content to confine these meetings to small talk, and was eager to discuss with
anyone the most important topics on which they held views; he drew people into such discussions easily, partly
through his quiet humor, partly through his obvious interest in, and openness to, any opinions seriously held,

whether or not they agreed with his own.

Ned’s writing did not end with his retirement and appointment as Sage Professor Emeritus, but its direction
changed. He saw himself now as less of a scholar and more of a seeker, and so gave away most of his professional
library. He continued his busy correspondence with friends and acquaintances around the world: he had spoken
with Gandhi in the year before the latter’s death, and maintained a life-long friendship with Archibald McLeish, a
Yale classmate, among others. He described In Search of Philosophic Understanding (1965) as “a foil against which
readers can test their own evolving philosophy,” and addressed his reader personally: “I put into your hands a
book which has been in the making a long time; and I hope you may find it a worthy companion in your search
for philosophic understanding.” He completed another book, The Human Journey, when he was 90, basing it on
the Stephanos Nirmalendu Ghosh Lectures he gave at the University of Calcutta. It was two years later that he

published his final book, Light, Love and Life.

His own attitude toward life, and the warm affection of many friends, seemed to make the afflictions of old age
more bearable to Ned than they are to many. He refused to let his loss of hearing bar him from discussion, and so
often carried a child’s “Magic Slate” on which others could write their questions and comments to him. Nor did he
allow his increasing frailty to keep him from making at least one trip across the country, entirely by himself, while
he was in his 90s. Marjorie’s death in 1982 was a severe loss, but he mourned her partly by drawing strength from
his friends, inviting any who wished to do so to join him for meditation in his home at eight every morning, the
hour at which he found he missed her most. He continued until his final year to spend part of every day working
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in his study. He died at home, in the company of friends and of his two daughters, just over a month short of his

97 birthday.

In the Foreword to his final book, Ned Burtt lamented discovering, in his 80s, that he had still not learned how to
live. Most of his friends, while accepting his implication that learning must continue while life does, found that

assessment too modest.

Stuart M. Brown, Jr., Nicholas L. Sturgeon
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Orrilla Wright Butts

June 25, 1904 — March 21, 1987

Orrilla Wright Butts was one of those rare individuals whose personality radiated warmth and friendliness. She
had a delightful sense of humor and a quick wit that often broke the strain of a tense moment. Those qualities, plus
her sincere faith in people and in their ability to help themselves, inspired confidence and encouraged families to
participate in cooperative extension programs. Homemakers and colleagues alike valued her vision, leadership,
and ability to develop educational programs that met the needs of families—and particularly of women-of the

depression and war-torn years. She was known to her friends and colleagues as Ril.

Ril came to the College of Home Economics in 1935 as an assistant professor in cooperative extension and
assistant state leader of home demonstration agents to provide leadership for the home economics program in
New York State. Later she was promoted to professor in extension, coordinator of extension in the College of Home

Economics, and state leader of home demonstration agents.

Ril worked to strengthen the local leadership system in New York State, where college faculty taught groups of
leaders who in turn taught others in the community. She encouraged local women to serve on county program
advisory committees. She obtained much satisfaction in observing the personal development of people who

assumed leadership roles.

Ril was one of Cornell’s effective ambassadors to those from foreign countries seeking guidance in the establishment
of an extension program. She was in much demand to talk to repres