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Willard D. Straight 
1880-1918 

Willard Straight's obituary fiUr~d more than}wo cOlumns in the New 
York Times of December 2, 1918. "MAJ. W. D. STRAIGHT IS 
DEAD IN PARIS , FINANCIER & DIPLOMAT VICTIM OF 
PNEUMONIA WHILE ON WAR MISSION WITH COL. HOUSE, 
BEGAN LIFE AS A POOR BOY, SON OF MISSIONARY TO JA
PAN & CHINA, HE WON INTERNATIONAL FAME-TRIBUTES 
HERE:' Despite inaccuracies, these headlines sketch the career of 
the Oswego, New York, orphan who became a well-known 6gure in 
the world of international trade and finance. Straight's caree: in 
China made him famous before he was thirty. He married an heiress, 
kept a string of polo ponies on Long Island, and built a splendid 
house on upper Fifth Avenue, where he lived with the wife he adored 
and their three small children until he joined the army in 1917. When 
he died in Paris the list of men who followed his coff'm from the 
Hotel Crillon to the American Church included Herbert Hoover, 
Walter Lippmann, Charles Merz, several generals of the army, uuI 
members of some of America's leading families. Even more stri.king 
was the affection Willard Straight inspired in literally hundreds of 
men who had known him in the Far East, in business, or in the army. 
He WQS a hero to his valet, and after the war not only was an Ameri
can Legion post named for him, but a group of officers and men 
fonned the Willard Straight Association and met annually for more 
than thirty years to renew friendships and keep alive the memory 
of the man they idolized. 

Straight's parents were not missionaries but successful normal
school teachers. Henry Harrison Straight did pioneer work in ap
plying the theories of Pestaloni to the teaching of science; Emma 

Opposite: The British, Japanese, American, q,tld Gennan consuls 
in Mukden. 
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Dickerman Straight taught art and literature in schools in Missouri, 
Illinois. and New York. Whef! Willard Dickerman Straight was born 
in Oswego on the last day of January in 1880, both his parents de
voted themselves to his training. Emma Straight kept a detailed 
account of his development through his first five years, recording 
both Willard's behavior and her methods of dealing with it. 

Professor Straight died of tubercu10sis in November of 1886, and 
in 1887 his widow, who had taken over his science classes during 
his illness, accepted a teaching offer from Japan. A former pupil of 
the Straights at Oswego Normal School had become superintendent 
of the Tokyo schools, and he i,nvited Mrs. Straight to teach English 
in the girls' normal school . Emma Straight took her two young chil
dren with her to Tokyo and entered eagerly into her new life, but in 
less than two years the disease she had contracted from her husband 
forced. her to seek a drier climate in the American Southwest. Early 
in 1890 she died, leaving Willard and his sister Hazel in the CaTe of . 
two spinster friends in Oswego, Dr. Elvire Ranier and Miss Laura · 
Newkirk. 

-After graduating from Bordentown Military Institute in 1897, 
StraightenroUed in the College of Architecture at Cornell University. 
tn the winter following his graduation from Cornell in 1901, Straight 
returned to the Orient to join the Chinese Imperial Maritime Cus
toms. Conducted for the Chinese government by an international 
organization headed by Sir Robert Hart, the service afforded Straight 
the opportunity to acquire a working knowledge of the Chinese lan
guage and of Far Eastern commerce. When he had been studying in 
Nanking for only six months, Sir Robert called him to Peking to be 
his secretary. As the protege of the leader of Peking's international 
society, Straight qUickly learned the social usage of a diplomatic 
community. 

DraWing had been Straight's hobby throughout his childhood, 
and he put his skill to use at Cornell and in working for architects 
in Rochester and Buffalo during vacations. In his first months in 
China he filled notebooks with sketches of the faces and scenes that 
caught his artist's eye, and he wrote many articles about incidents 
he had witnessed and the customs and festivities he had observed. 
In 1902 he illustrated a book, Verse and Worse by J. O. p, Bland, 
that was published in Shanghai. A few of his articles were published 
in Harpers' Weekly, the Nation, and Putnam's Magazine . 
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When the Russo-Japanese war broke out in 1904, Straight left the 
customs service and set out for the front as a correspondent for 
Reuter, and later the Associated Press. While m.any ~rtrrs wert 
bottled up in Tokyo, Str.aight managed to get to Korea in Much 
and began to ferret out information that would be useful to the news 
services. In late June he joined the party of guests of the J.apanese 
that were touring the Korean coast on the MRl1shu 'Maru, a ship 
seized from the Russians. Later Straight managed to get to Man- . 
churla, where he followed the retreating Russians in the company 
of John J. Pershing, who was attached to the Japanese army as an 
observer. Straight's diarieS and letters for the period contain vivid 
reporting, and some of his sketches of Japanese mUitary and naval 
figures appeared in the Londol1 Graphic, 

In the summer of 1905 Straight went to Seoul as private secretary 
of American Minister Edwin V. Morgan, and he w.as appolnted to 
his first State Department post when Morgan had him named vice
consul for the United States in the Korean capitaL'In the live months 
before the Korean administration capitulated to the Japanese, a num-
ber of prominent persons passed 'through Seoul and were guests of 
the American Legation, including the Edward H. Harriman family 

I 

and AJice Roosevelt and her traveling party. Both visits served to 
advance Straight'S career, for he found use in Seoul for his many · 
social talents. Not only was he an amateur performer who tould 
write a skit, sing, playa guitar; and dance creditably, but he had 
unusual skill in interior decorating that Morgan put to use, and was \...--
adept in entertaining groups, preparing schedules and attending to 
details of travel and .accommodations. 

Straight was a tall, personable young man whose ability and en
terprise won for him the friendship and confidence of older associ
ates. He w'as avowedly ambitious, but he learned very e.arly in life 
that advancement depended on performance. However geni.al.a host 
he appeared to be, his close a~sociates knew th.at he regularly worked 
on official reports far into the night. His direct manner, his loy.alty, 
and his chivalrous attitude toward women, bal.anced by his tolerance 
toward the standards of others, impressed both men and women. 

For a time Straight served as Morgan's secretary in his new post 
as American Minister to Cuba, but he was eager to return to China 
and spent several weeks in Washington job hunting, In June of 
1906 Theodore Roosevelt signed his appolntment as consul general 
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for the United States in Mukden, and in August he set off across 
Siberia to establi!lh the first American consulate in that region . 
Straight was only twenty-six yeus old, and the nsponsibility was 
a great one. The temple compound he leased and adapted for the 
purpose of assisting Ameri?" businessmen through China's Open 
Door became a favorite stop-ovu for Americans passing through 
Manchuria. Straight believed. in Manchuria's potential for agricul
tural and commercial development, and sought to strengthen the 
Manchurian administration that was succumbing to Japanese control 
.as had the Korean in 1905. He worked. closely with 1¥1'anchurian 
le;ders who hoped to construct railroads and reForm the monetary 
system with the help of American capital. . 

In 1909 Straight left the consuJar service: to become Peking repre
sentative of a group of American companies: J. p, Morgan and Co., 
the First National Bank of New York, the National Gty Bank, and 
Kuhn, Loeb and Co. The venture was undertaken with .the full 
knowledge of the U.S. State Department under the policy later re
ferred to as Dollar Diplomacy. The American Group represented 
U.S. interests in a consortium with groups of bankers in England, 
France and Germany. 

At the age of thirty Straight was believed to be earning as much 
as the President, and had become one of the most powerful men in . 
the Far East. In September of 1911 Dorothy Polyne Whitney, a pretty 
and highly intelligent heiress, became}lis wife after a courtship that 
Straight conducted with all the persistence and persuasiveness'at his 
command. The first months of this remarbbly happy and produc
tive marriage were spent in Pelting. When the Chinese Revolution 
hobbled the administration with which he had been negotiating, 
Straight returned to France and England, where agreements were 
signed admitting Russia and Japan to full partnership in the con
sortium, which was then considering a large reorganization loan to 
the Chinese Republic. <-

After he' returned to the United States in August of 1912, Straight 
continued his association with the J. P. Morgan Company, and 
though the American Group abandoned its Chinese operation, 
Straight continued to encourage American investment in China 
through the American Asiatic Association and the Foreign Trade 

Opposite: Dolwr Diplomncy in Peking,1911. 

The W'Ward Straight Paper. at Cornell Uni~ 
""""'~"'" 

, 
• 

• 

• 

• 



> 

• 

. . 

• 

12 The Willard Straight Papers 

Council. In 1914 Straight w~s instrumental in developing a foreign 
tr,de club in a mstoric mansion on Hanover Square in New York. 
India House, which ech0e4 the style and "character of the old East 
India Company in Salem, is still in operation sixty years after its 
founding. ' ' 

Before her marriage Dorothy Straight had taken an active interest 
in social reform, supporting the Working Women's Trade Union 
League and the campaign for women's suffrage. In 1914 she joined 
her husband in publishing the New Republic, a magazine of com
ment edited by Herbert Croly. Croly's The Promise of American 
Life, published by The MacmiUan Company in 1909, had 50 im
prtssed Straight that he sought out its author and asked him to 
prepare a report on the kind of social education needed in a democ
. racy. The Straights sat on the editorial board of the magazine, but 
in matters of policy and content they deferred to the judgment of 
the board as a whole. The Straights also financed the publication of 
Asia, a large-format magazine. with photographs as well as articles 
on the Far East. Asia'replaced an earlier journal as the organ of the 
American Asiatic Association. 

Straight left the Morgan company in September of 1915 after he 
ha~ helped to arrange for the company to purchase strategic ma
ten~l~ for t~e Fren~h and British governments. Later in the year 
he Jomed the Amencan International Corporation, which invested 
largely in fo reign engineering and transportation projects. This work 
took him to Europe again in 1916 and won him io the Allied cause 
~fore the United Slates entered the war. Straight himself invested 
10 a number of small businesses; one of the companies of which he 
was director was the Pacifk Development Company. 

~n .the summers of 1915 and 1916 Straight attended U. S. Army 
tramtng camps, and he enthusiasticaDy supported the Preparedness 
Movement, giving funds to provide summer training for the cadet 
corps of Cornell University and serving as chairman of the Mayor's. 
Committee for Defense in New York. A month after the United 
States declared war on Germany he entered active service with the 
rank of major, and early in December he sailed for France in com
mand of a contingent of uniformed accountants and la~ers, to 
conduct the U. S. War Risk Insurance operation. (This was his 
seven~h wartime crossing of the North Atlantic, made perilous by 
mthes and enemy torpedoes. He had been a passenger on the 
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LusitaniR a few weeks before she was sunk in May of 1915.) His 
group was credited with assisting American serviumen to sign up 
for eigh.t mUlion dollars worth of insurance in six weeks. ' 

When the insurance project was nearing completion, Straight 
tnrolled in the U. S. Army staff sChool In Langres to prepare for the 
command of infantry troops. To hi, great chagrin he was kept at I 
desk job, but his revision of the army liaison manual was adopted 
in mid-summer and widely used. In October of 1918 he was assigned 
to duty with the Chief of the American Military Mission to the 
headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief of the Allied Armies. He ' 
was stationed at Marshal Foch's headquarters through the Armistice 
negotiations, sleeping on rthe library Boor the night of November 
tenth in order to be able to telepho~e the American headquarters as 
soon as the peace terms were announced . 

Straight thoroughly hated the war, and as it drew to a dose he 
feared that the peace negotiators would ~tray the sacri6ce of a 
generation of young men. His last, cable to Croly urged him to sup- ~ 

port Wilson and the league of Nations. He was engaged in ,arrang
ing for the arrival of the American Peace Mission in Paris when he 
was stricken with influenza in mid-November. Two weeks later he 
was dead. 

Willard Straight and Cornell 
The ties between Willard Straight and Cornell are many. According 
to a brief biography in Historical Sketchts Relating to the First 
Quarter Century of the $tate Normal and Training School at Os
wego, N. Y. Straight's father undertook "special study at CorneD 
during his senior year [at Oberlin] under the lamented Charles Fred 
Hartt." Henry H. Straight also enrolled as a graduate student at -
Cornell in the faU of 1875, and his wife attended lectures by Hiram 
Corson, Cornell professor of Anglo-Saxon and English literature. 

Willard Straight attended Cornell from 1897 to 1901, and formed 
dose friendships with a number of studtnts and professors. His skill 
in drawing continued to develop In his course work in the College 
of Architecture and in his contributions to student publications. 
When he graduated in June of 1901 he was hoping to go to China, 
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but in the meantime he accepted an appointment as instructor in 
industrial drawing and art at the university. 

A close friendship with Professor Henry Morse Stephens is he· 
lieved to have inAuenctd Straight's decision to seek a career in 
China. During his years in the Orient Straight kept in touch with 
Stephens and other Cornell associates, and when he returned to live 
in New York State he b«ame active in Cornell affairs, contributing 
an athletic field house as a memorial to a dose friend in 1913 and 
serving as a trustee of the university from 1916 on. 

In his will Straight expressed the wish that his wife do something 
to make Cornell "a more human place," and this led to the con
struction of a large, handsome siudent . union huilding. Willard 
Straight Hall, with its cafeterias, library, great lJall, theater, box 
office, music and exhibition rooms, its facilities for crafts and games 
and offices for student organizations, is still the center· of student 
life on the Cornell campus. 

Description of the Collection . 
The Willard Straight Papers consist of personal and official corre
spondence, reports, diaries, manuscript articles-published and un
published, and memoranda and agre~ments concerning loan nego
tiations with China. The unusual value of the papers is that they 
chronicle the development of United States foreign policy in the Far 
&st at a critical period in the history of modem China and that this 
development is revealed through an unusually articttlate participant. 
. The character of the collection suggests that much of it was gath

ered for the use of Straight's widow in preparing a memorial volume. 
Many original Willard Straight letters were sent to her, and a num
ber of personal memoirs were written by persons who had known 
Straight'S parents or had been closely associated with Straight at 
college, in the Far East, or in France. There are many original letters 
from Straight's personal files, but most of Straight's own letters are 
represented by copies transcribed from letterbooks he kept in Muk
den and Peking. There are also typed copies of some of his private 

OppOsite : Peking ill Flames, March 1912. 
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letters from It12 to 1917. and Straight's letters to his wife fro~ 
December 1917 to June of 1918 exisJ in the coUec:tion aruy in typed 
copies. His letters to Edwin V. Morgan were copied for Mrs. Straight. 
but sections were cut from them at Morgan's direction. A portion 
of the letters in the collection were addressed t~ Mrs. Straight, but 
they concern him or the projects she undertook to preservf, his 
memory. 

A quantity of material not included on the microfilm is available 
, .. for research in the Department of Manuscripts and University Ar

chives at Cornell University. This includes items related to Straight 
and his family-scrapbooks, photographs, a genealogical sketch, 
portfolios of drawings-and some manuscripts and proofs~of pub
lished biographies of Straight. There are also some documents in 
Chinese characters, Chinese paintings and art objects, photographs 
of Straight's associates in the Far East, snapshots of persons and 
places, newspaper clippings, scrapbooks, maps, pamphlets, and 
book •. 

The papers of George Collingwood Bennett constitute a sub-series 
in the collection. Bennett, an AustraJian, was Straight's vaJet from 
1912 until 1917, when he joined the U. S. Army and accompanied 
Major Straight to France. Though some family documents date from 
1882, the correspondence extends from 1903 to 1952 and includes 
letters from other servants, from relatives in Australia, from World 
War I comrades, and from World War II servicemen he had enter
tained in England. Bennett had accompanied the Straight-Elmhirst 
family to Devonshire, where they acquired Dartington Hall and 
founded the schools and the arts and rural industries programs that 
still operate und.er the Dartington HaU Trust. There are many letters 
from persons who were on the Darlington Hall staff, and drafts of 
Bennett's letters, along with pamphlets and photographs, contain 
information about the early years of the experim~ntal community. 

'Provenance 
In 1925 Mrs. Straight remarried. Her second husband, Leonard 
Knight Elmhirst, was an Englishman who had taken a Cornell de
gree, and the family returned with him to England and made their 
home in Devonshire. The papers and . artifacts associated with Wi!-
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lard Straight's career were stored in the family'S house on Long 
Island. 

At the time of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the opening of 
Willard Straight Hall, George Bennett, Straight' s former valet who 
had remained with the family, helped select material from the -col
lection for an exhibit at Cornell University. Foster M. Coffin, the 

~ director of Willard Straight Hall, along with Cornell Archivist Edith 
M. Fox and Stephen A. McCarthy, Director of the Cornell Univer
sity Libraries, were instrumental in effecting the deposit of the 
Straight Papers at Cornell . Bennett brought the collection fo Ithaca 
,and assist~ Giles F. Shepherd. Jr., now Acting Director of th,e C. U. 
Libraries, in listing arrd- identifying the books and papers in the 
spring of 1952. Fonnal donation was made in March of 1953 by 
a son and daughter of Willard D. Straight. 

Other 'Primary 
and Secondary Sources 
The official reports Straight made during the. time he was attached 
to the State Department, from 1905 to 1909, wiJI be found in record 
group S9 of the General Records of the Department of State in the 
NationaJ Archlyes. Related correspondence may be found in the 
papers of several individuaJs in the Division of Manuscripts in the 
Library of Congress, including those of Presidents Roosevelt, Taft. 
and Wilson and their Secretaries of State and of Straighrs close 
friend Henry Prather Retcher. . 

Related correspondence may also be found printed in Papers Re
lating to the Foreign Relations of the United States for the years 
1906 to 1912. 

Louis Graves wrote a series of nine articles about Straight that 
appeared in Asi" magazine each month from September 1920 to 
May 1921, and were published in book form by the magazine in 
1922 as Willard Straight in the Orient. The task of intfgratins vari
ous memoits with excerpts from Straight's diaries and letters was 
offered several writers. It was finalJy undertaken by Het'bert David 
Croly, the editor of the New Republic, who worked closely with 
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Mrs. Straight in writing Willard Straight, published by The Mac
millan Company in April of 1924. Both the Graves and Croly books 
contain photographs and Straight drawings. 

'Phe United States and China, 1906-]913: A Study of FinRnce and 
Diplomacy, published by the Rutgers University Press in New. 
Brunswick, New Jersey, in 1955, was written by Charles Vevier, 
who had access to the Straight Papers before they came to Cornell. 

A Cornell thesis, copyrighted by Helen Dodson Kahn in 1968, is 
titled "The Great Game of Empire : Willard D. Straight and Ameri
can far Eastern. Policy." Much of Mrs. Kahn's research was con
ducted in the Straight Papers, and her bibliography, beginning on 
page 583, contains a useful list of sources. 

Another recommended work is Harry N. Scheiber's "World War J 
. as Entrepreneurial Opportunity : Willard Straight and the American 
InternationaJ Corporation," pubHshed in the Politicdl Science Q\tar
terly LXXXIV (September 1969), pp. 487-511, and based largely on 
research in the Straig.ht PaPers at Cornell 

Editorial 'Procedures 
In arranging the Straight Papers for filming, an earlier order, which 
attempted to separate the material by subject matter, has been per
manently replaced by a single chronologicaJ series of correspond
ence. This will not seriously affect earlier dtations, for, although 
box numbers will not correspond, the date of a docu¥,ent will serve 
as sufficient identification. The reorganization should eliminate du
plication and improve the coherence of the collection as a whole. 

Enclosures have been placed follOWing the enclosing letter; un
dat~ correspondence has -been marked with a date, enclosed in 
brackets, wherever the proper date was obtainable; and undated 
material appears at the end of the month or year in which more 
exact assignment was impossible. Letters from Willard Straight to 
the J. P. Morgan Company from 1909 to 1912 are numbered, but 
the series is incomplete. Copies of letters pasted In Straight's diary 
have been interAied in the correspondence. 

Opposite : Pre-war polo on Long'lsland. 
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Letters from Straight to Dorothy Whitney are represented by 
copie5, which, along with a number of original letters from individu
als. are still in private hands. These and other borrowed letters are 

• identiAed on the microfllm by a line in large type. There is corre: 
spondence with Dr. Paul S. Reinsch from the Wisconsil) Historical 
SOCiety. a few letters exchanged with Herbert Croly from the ar
chives of the New Republic, and a note from Straight from the 
Rutherford B. Hayes library. 

For the microfilm edition letters have been copied from other 
Cornell collections, including those of Eugene Plumb Andrews. 
George lincoln Burr, Charles Henry Hull, Jacob Gould Schunnan. 
Goldwin Smith, and Henty Morse Stephens. 
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Red 1 
1857 - June 1907 

Scatteh:!d letters and documents from 1857 to 1894 concern Straight's 
parents. The correspondence in 1901 relates to his appointment to 
t~e Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs Service and his departure 

. for the Far East. A letter from Peking dated 30 Aprii1901 was writ
ten by William Alexander Parsons Martin. Straight's letters from 
1902 to early 1904 <J.escribe his experiences in Nanking and Peking 
and his impressions of the countryside, the commercial potential, 
and the varied people he encountered. In 1904 and 1905 the letters 
indicate his presence in Tokyo, Seoul, and a number of cities and 
towns in Manchuria, where h~ went in search of news for Reuter 
and the Associated Press, and where he made sketches for the lon
don Graphic. The first letters from John Otway Percy Bland, for 
whom Straight illustrated two books, appear in 1904. Straight's own 
letters through the fall of 1905 detail the visit to Korea of Alice 
Roosevelt and her party and later the Japanese take-over of the 
administration of Korea. The Tokyo riots that followed publication 
of the terms of the Portsmouth Treaty were described by Frederick 
Palmer in late September. Other correspondents through 1905 were 
John Gardner Coolidge, Martin Egan, and Sir Robert Hart. 

The few letters in early 1906 relate to Straight's months in Cuba 
. as secretary to the United States minister to Cuba, Edwin Vernon 

Morgan. under whom he had also served at Seoul. Straight spent 
several weeks in Washington in the spring in the hope of seruring 
an appointment in the United States foreign service, and in late June 
was named consul general for Mukden in Manc.huria . On 15 October 
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1906 Straight send back a lengthy report to President Roosevelt 
summarizing his observations during the journey through Siberia 
and Northern Manchuria. On the thirty-first he addressed the first 
of several letters to Edward Henry Harriman about railways in the 

Eastern Provinces. 
E. V. Morgan was a frequent correspondent thl;ough Straight's 

two years in Mukden, and his letters comment infonnally on U.S. 
policy in Cuba. There are a few letters from William Woodvill,e 
Rockhill, U.S. minister to Peking.. in the 6rst months of 1907. , 

Reel 2 . 
July 1907 - March 1909 

From Mukden on 9 August 1907 Straight wrote a note of commen
dation to lohn Foord of the American Asiatic Association, and on 
3 December he wrote at length ,to Edwin Denby, who was planning 
to publish a monthly on Asiatic affairs. In mid-November Straight 
prepared a memorandum on Manchuria that he later handed. to 
William Howard Taft when they conferred in Vladivostok. Copies 
of some State Department trade reports incorporating Straight's 
dispatches are filmed at the end of 1907. Some letters in late 1907 
and early 1908 concern a news service George Marvin was conduct
ing for the Chinese government. A Marvin letter ofll January urged 
that American college men establish friendly relations with Chinese 
students, as sqaight had done with Alfred sze at Cornell. ,There are 
letters from a number of consuls in other commercial centers in 
Koru and Manchuria. Art. attack on the gateman of the American 
consuli,te in Mukden by a Japanese postman, and the fracas that 
ensued, led Straight to complain to the Japanese consul. The injudi
cious release to the press of Straight's colorfu1 account of the inci
dent, referred to as the "Mukden affair" in the Japanese papers, led 
to the termination of Marvin's news venture. 

Some other correspondents in the Mukden period are Henry 
Prather Retcher, Frederick McCormick, William Phillips, Henry 
5choellkopf, and Francis Mairs Huntington Wilson. On 24 May 
1908 Straight and an associate began a three-month journey into 
Northern Manchuria, studying the transportation, agriculture, and 

/ 
, 

Reel Notes 23 . 

trade in outlying areas, and obserVing and recording th-e extent of 
Russian and Japanese control and colonization. In September 
Straight returned to the United States to help Special Ambassador 
T' ang shao-yi place his Manchurian, Bznk proposal before American 
financiers. Straight exchanged a number of notes with Harriman 
and Jacob Henry Schiff, A letter from Elihu Root on 11 December 
1908 defines the State Department's attitude toward the undertak
ing. Tang's recall in January left Straight in Washington, where he 
pripared a number of reports for the Division of Far Eastern Affairs. 

Reel 3 
April 1909- October 1910 

lr-'April Straight completed a memorandum on the navigation of the 
rivers of China, 'Korea, and the Russian far East. Filed under the 
date of its signing, 11 May 1909, is a copy of an agreement between 
China and Russia concerning the organization of municipalities on 
the lands of the Chinese Eastern Railway. A State Department letter 
on May first refers to "oral directions by the Secretary of State to 
continue the study of the possibility of an advantageous introduc
tion of American capital into China." 

An agreement between Straight and 1. P. Morgan and Co., Kuhn, 
Loeb and Co., the First National Bank of New York, and National 
City Bank of New York is dated 14 June 1909. Copies of telegrams 
through J Wle chronicle the effort to have the United States admitted 
to an international consortium of bankers. In the weeks preceding 
Harriman's death in early September, Straight sent him a number 
of letters and cables. On October second he signed the preliminary 
agreement for the construction of the Chinchou·Aigun Railway, 
Through the next twelve months Straight wrote more than fifty 
letters to the J. P. Morgan Company and Henry Pomeroy Davison, 

Dorothy Payne Whitney became a regular correspondent in 1910, 
and, though her letters do not appear, copies of Straight's letters to 
her contain much detail about his work, Copies of a ftumber of docu
ments relating to the Chinchou·Aigun loan appear under the date of 
30 April 1910, Memoranda concerning the Hukuang railway loans 
appear in late May. Straight's contract with the American Group 
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dated 10 June 1910 doubled..nis salary of. the previous year. Sum· 
maries of interviews Straight conducted in St. Petersburg with the 
Russian ministers of war, finance. and foreign affairs and with M. 
Stolypin, minister of the interior and Premier, appear among the 
papers of late June. A letter addressed to Frank. H. McKnight by 
E. T. Williams concerning the State Department's view of the rail
way project is dated 9 August 1910, and a letter from newsman 
Joseph Ohl on September seventeenth sought to keep Straight 
abreast of developments in Peking. Many notes to Miss Whitney 
appear in the later months on the reel. 

Reel 4 
November 1910 - November 1911 

The Chinchou-Aigun railway loan was the subject of m~ letters 
in the late fall of 1910; discussions in London, Paris, and St. Peters
burg were reported in letters to the Group and to Dorothy Whitney. 

On 7 January 1911 Straight wrote a memoir of E. H. Harriman 
for his widow, and he addressed letters to Lord ffrench, Frank 
McKnight, and E. V. Morgan in the first months of the year. Ob
stacles to a currency loan agreement-rumors of Japanese involve
ment, provincial unrest, an attractive loan offer from a co~petitor, 
and an outbreak of plague-are detailed in the corr'espondence. An 
account of the signing of the Currency Loan appears in letter number 
175 to the J. P. Morgan Co. on 17 April. The final agreement for the 
Hukuang Railways Loan was signed in Peking on·20 .May. 

More loan documents appear in the summer of 1911, along with 
congratulations on Straight's engagement to Miss Whitney. Letters 
from Peking follOWing the Straights' marriage and their return to 
Peking in October describe the political climate in the northern 
capital, as rumor and fear put many Manchus to flight before the 
approach of revolutionary forces . Edward C. Grenfell wrote on 17 
November of meeting Or. Sun Vat-sen and one of his generals in 
London. 

, 

Rolel Noles 2S 

ReelS , 

December 1911- Augusl1917 

The first part of the reel is made up of correspondence during 
Straight's last months in China. On 22 December Strai'ght confid~ 
to McKnight that he would prefer to deal with the most reactionary ' 
Manchu than with the rebel leader WuTing-fang. 

Telegrams sent the Straights at the holidays provide an index to 
their closest friends. On 12 January 1912 Straight wrote a memo
randum of a conversation with Prince Pu Lun, and on the twentieth 
he wrote another about the objeCtions of Russia and Japan to the 
Chinese Currency Loan Agreement. 

On February first Straight wrote William James Calhoun, U. S. 
minister to Peking, about talks he had in Shanghai with Or. Chen 
Chin-tao, Thomas F. Millard, Sze, Tang, and others. On the fourth 
he wrote the J. P. Morgan Co. an analysis of attempts by the Chinese 
to establish a stable government. On 24 February he summarized 
for Bland the loan negotiations with China, and praised American 
policy in the Philippines. A letter to Grenfell on 3 March describes ' 
the burning and looting of Peking that sent the Straights and other 
foreigners to the American Legation for safety. The passport issued 
for 'their journey through Siberia is dated 20 March 1912. A printed 
summary of negotiations for a Chinese reorganization loan is dated 
23 June. Letters to Bland, Maurice Casenave, Aetcher, McKnight, 
Dr. Paul S. Reinsch, James Augustus Thomas and Charles T. Whig
ham attest to Straight's continued interest in Chinese investment, 
and on 14 November 1912 he spokt about the Chinese loan nego
tiations before an audience at Clark University. On 7 March 1913 
Straight sent Paul M. Warburg a memorandum on .,.merican diplo
macy, and on 9 December he wrote Daniel A. de Menocal that the ' 
. American Group felt the Chinese should offer them any contem
plated railroad loans, since their Chinchou-Aigun agreement had 
been disregarded. 

The few Straight letters in 1914 concern the Natio~aI Foreign 
Trade Councll, the development of India House as a club for men 
associated with foreign trade, and the plan to start publishing the 
New Republic in the fall. The first letter from editor Herbert Croly 
is dated 29 November 1914. Copies of-Straight's letters through the -
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next months indicate his continuing interest in the development of 
the magazine. Letters in the fall of 1915 explain his resignation from 
the J. P. Morgan Company and his move to the American Interna:' 
tional Corporation. 

Among letters written on shipboard on 17 March 1916 is Straight's 
note to George Kennan enclosing a nine-page article on E. H. Harri
man's interest in the Far East. A Croly letter the n~t day mentions 
Vincent Massey and lionel Curtis and their association with groups 
in Canada and England studying foreign policy. In March Straight 
and Thomas Nelson PerkinS reported from London to Charles A. 
Stone about numerous foreign inv~tment projects. After returning 
to the United States, Straight wrote letters to James Bryce and 
"Gilbert Parker about the American attitude toward Britain. On 23 
October 1916 he wrote a letter to appear in the New Republic dis
associating himself from the magazine's endorsement of President 
Wilson. 

Notes in January 1917 refer to a report on the mobilization of the 
National Guard. On February fifth Straight wrote Or. Reinsch of 
his hopes for American-Japanese cooperation in a Chinese canal 
project, and on the first of August he wrote Croly, "I'm about the 
only person still interested in fostering this idea of internationaliz
ing Chinese finance - which is, I believe, the only safeguard for 
China's future." 

Reel 6 
September i917 - December 2, 1918 

Most of the correspondence in late 1917 relates to the War Risk 
Insurance project Straight, was assigned to administer in France. 
Letters document a controversy with Washington officials over de
tails of his plan of operation. A letter from Shanghai on November 
eighth concerns Straight's business interest in China and refers to 
his proposal to buy back his old Peking house. 

Croly and A. W. Fiedler, Straight's secretary, reported on home
front matters in 1918, and Straight wrote frequent and detailed 
letters to his wife. In early February he wrote recommendations for 
members of his insurance staff, as he prepared to leave the project 

• 

-

Reel Notes 2'1 

and enroll in the army staff college at Langres'. On 13 February he 
complained to James A. Logan that the army was "controlled by 
men too long a part 01 the regular army peacetime machinery, not 
flexible enough . . . to solve wartime problems of transport and com
munication." On the same day he wrote his wife that he had come 
to believe in universal service and "a changing, not a permanent, 
personnel." 

A memorandum from General William Mason Wright of the 
Fifth Army Corps on 29 July 1918 enclosed several officers' com
ments on the liaison pamphlet Straight prepared. The last word from 
Straight is a long cable to Croly on November seventh urging sup
port for Wilson and the Lea3ue of Nations. 

Straight died of pneumonia in Paris on December first, a victim 
of the 1918-1919 influenza pandemic. The remainder of the co~ 
spondence is addressed.to Mrs. Straight, though most of it concerns 
him. First are a group of letters addres~ed to her before his death, 
1910-1918. These are followed by a list of callers at the Hotel Cril
Ion at the time of Straight's death and funeral. The last items on the 
reel are a group of cables and telegrams sent in December and the 
first of some 800 letters of condolence. 

Ree17 
December 2- 31,1918 

Letters of condolence are in chronological order, with correspondents 
on the same day arranged alphabetically. Writers include Straight's 
army and business associates, his college friends, and many persons 
who had known him in the Far East. On the third Harold J. Laski 
wrote, ''Willard seemed to me one of the half a dozen men of dis
tinction in America who realJy found himself in the sheer joy of 
service," and on December fourth Emory Roy Buckner wrote, It • •• 

the sorrow is not confined to a few, but is shared by almost an army 
of people who knew and admired and loved him ... It Daniel A. de 
Menocal, a Peking associate, wrote on the eleventh, "There is no 
man with -whom I have ever come in contact for whose qualities of 
character I have such admiration. I feel that we have all lost from 
amongst us the best personal example that we had to follow." Some 
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tributes from organizations are included among the letters. Some 
prominent persons represented on the reel are Norman Angell, Wil
liam Cameron Forbes, Felix Frankfurter, Learned Hand, Florence 
Jaffray Harriman, Wa.lter Lippmann, Charles Merz,c.mest Peixotto, 
Frances Perkins, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Henry L. Stimson: 

Reels 
1919-1923 

A number of letters in 1919 suggest the form Mrs. Straight's an
nounced gift to Cornell University might take. On January first an 
Ithacan proposed "a splendid building dedicated to the memory of 
Major Straight and thoroughly equipped for'the enjoyable employ
ment of the leisure time of all Cornell students." Jeremiah W. Jenks 
suggested founding a chair at the University in Far Eastern studies, 
Neil Gray and Jacob Gould Schurman discussed scholarships, and 
Olaf M. Brauner, on the last of October, suggested fellowships, an 
art gallery, or a college of fine arts. 

Letters from Jo Davidson in the fall of 1919 discuss a plan to 
beautify the cemetery at Suresnes, but the project was later aban
doned for lack of official approva\.1 An und.ated critique of an article 
written about Straight by J. O. P. Bland1is filmed at the end of 1919, 
along with another recollection by an Oswego friend. Many leiters 
enclose contributions to a proposed memorial volume. An E. V. Mor
gan letter of 7 April 1920 encloses his memoir and another by Mau
rice Casenave, and he refers to copies of Straight's letters he had 
had typed, with certain deletions. A letter dated April thirteenth was 
written by a medium, and enclosed messages believed to have 'come 
from Willard Straight.l A letter enclosed under the date of 14 May 
1920 lists Straight's dispatches to the State Department that might 

1. Photographs of models of Davidson's sculpture and ce~etery plans are 
among the Willard Straight Papers. 

2. Bland's article is filmed with other memoirs on a manuscript reel. 

3. Caples of many of these messages are preserved in the Papers. 

ReeJ Notes 29 

contain biographical materD.1. Letters in early 1921 concern a show
ing of Straight'S drawings and paintings in March, and there are a 
few notes from William Gibbs McAdoo and James E. Fraser in re
gard ~o a statue to Alexander Hamilton that Mrs. Straight had com
missioned. The figure was placed outside the United States Treasury 
in Washington anonymously, though two letters from Arthur H. 
Vandenberg in July urged that Mrs. Straight be identified as the 
donal'. . 

A letter from China on 22 November 1921 and another in January 
comment on changes in Peking since 1912. The Willard Straight 
Post of the ~merican_ Legion issued a statement on 21 september .. 
.1921 opposing preferential treatment of veterans in the New York 
State Civil Service. Early in 1922 the Post so\lght enays on its mem
bers' war 'experiences as advice to young men in the future . Some 
of these essays are, ijled at the end of 1922. Many writers io 1922 
respond to the announced plan to erect Willard Straight Hali, a stu
dent union building, at Cornell. Livingston Farrand, president of the 
university, wrote on 5 July 1922 to discuss plans for the use' apd 
management of the building, 

Reel 9 
1924lellers and other manuscripl material 

The letters of 1924 were writt~n , for the most part, by persons who 
had reOOved copies of Herbert David eroly's biography of Willard 
Straight, and many contain recollections of Straight's life. A few 
notes were originally addressed to Croly. The book was published 
in April in New York by The Macmillan Company, and the first edi
tion was largely distributed among Straight's friends and acquaint
ances. Some names that appear on the reel are Corinne Robinson 
Alsop, Mabel Boardman, Fairman Rogers Dick, Louis Agassiz 
Fuertes, Herbert C. Hoover, Peter Augustus Jay, and Philip James 
McCook. The correspondence ends with two 1925 notes and a fe~ 
undated items. 

Next on the reel are a group of passports, appointments and other 
documents. These are followed by memoirs from forty persons. 
These vary in length from a paragraph quotation to a 41-page attfde, 

• 
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30 The Willard Straight Papers 

and most are typed copies. Excerpt5 from George Marvin's Mukden 
diary from 14 August to 28 December 1907 are followed by excerpts 
from Mrs. Straight's letters to Beatri~e Bend from Z October 1911 
to 2S June 1912. Most of these were written in Peking . 

The last portion of the reel is made up of articles written by 

Straight. . 

Reel 10 
'WiIlard'Sfraighl manuscripls and prin'ed mailer 

The reel begins with a continuation of Straight's personal manu
scripts, translations and verse. The greater part of the reel is made' 
up of copies of documents and printed memoranda and agreements 
relating to his work in Seoul, Mukden, and Peking, beginning with 
trade and customs in Korea and Manchuria and followed by various 
railway agreements and loan proposals for Chinese currency reform 
and reorganization. The reel ends with bound material, printed 
copies of Straight speeches about the loan negotiations and bound 
manuscript material relating to his study of the Chinese language. 

Reel 11 
Diaries, November 9, 1901/0 Augusl15, 1908 

The diaries vary in ~racter and extent. The early books are not 
day-by-day records but occasional comments on his experiences, bits 
of self-analysis, and attempts at fiction based on his observations. 

Later Straight often pasted in his diary carbon copies of detailed 
letters he wrote to friends. The diaries for tre Russo-Japanese War 
period also contain a number of sketches. 

In Mukden he kept a fairly systematic diary, recording his activi
ties and naming his visitors and associates. There are occasional 
gaps, and some entries are very brief. • 

Rttl Noles 31 

Reel 12 
Diaries, 190810 November 17, 1918 

The first four books on th-: reel are an account of a journey Straighr 
and a.c0mpanion made in the summer of 1908. Traveling by train, 
by boat, and on horseback, they explored a portion of Northern 
Manchuria along the,Korean and Siberian borders to assess the agri
cultural and commercial possibilities of the region. Straight recorded 
his~bservations in these diaries. 

There. is no diary for the late months o( 1908 and early 1909. 
Entries in the Peking diaries, from August 1909 to March of 1912, 
vary greatly in length, but they contain detail about his work and ' 
persons with whom he was negotiating. The regular diary ceas~ 
when the Straights left Peking. \ 

For a few weeks in 1915 and again in the spring of 1916 Straight 
kept diaries of business trips he took to Europe, the first for the J. P. 
Morgan Company and the second for the American International 
Corporation. These accounts were ostensibly prepared for his son 
Whitney. 

The £inal diary was kept by Major Straight from 11 December 
1917 until 17 November 1918. The reel ends with some miscellane
ous bound material, a record of Straight's childhood, an account of 
a trip from Peking to the Great Wall in 1903, and the original iflus
tralions Straight drew for J. O. P. Bland's HousebOQt Days in China, 
published. in London by Edwud Arnold in 1909, and reissued in 
1919 by William Heinemann in London and Doubleday, Page and 
Company in New York. 
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Reel 1 1857 June 1907 '. 
Scattered letters and documents fro. 1857 to 1894 concern 

Straight' s ~ts. The correspondenG.8 in 1901 relates to his 

appoint:aent to the Chinese Illperial KaritiJlle CUstoms Service 

and his de~ for the' Par East. · A letter frem Peking dated 

30 April 1901 vas written by William Alexander Parsons Martin. 

, ' 
Straight's letters from 1902 to early 1904 describe his experi-

e nces in Na.nki..ng and Peking" and his illIpressions of the countryside, 
( 

the coaDercial potential, and the varied people he encountered. 

In 1904 and 1905 the letters indicate his presence in Tokyo,.' 

Seoul, and a nUllber of cities and tovns in Manchuria, · wber~ he 

went in search of news for Reuter and the Associated Press, and 

where he aade sketches for the London Graphic. The first letters 

from John Otway Percy Bland, for whoa Straight illustrated two 

books, appear in 1904. Straight's own letters through the fall 

of 1905 detail the visit to Korea of Alice Roosevelt and her party 

and later the Japanese take-over of the administration of Korea. 

The Tokyo riots that followed publication of the terms of the 

Port..a.>uth Treaty vere described by Frederick P~r in late 

Sept8llber. Other correspondents througb 1905 vere John Gardner 
< 

Cbolidqe. Karti.n Egan. and sir Robert Hart. 

Ree1. 1 Page 2 

The few letters in ear1y 1906 re1ate to Straight's months 

in CUba as secretary to the United States aini.ter to CUba I 

Edwin Vernon Morqan. under vt¥a be had also served OIJt Seoul. 

• Straight spent severaIVeeks in 1Iagbington in the spring in the 

r hope of securing an appointlle.Dt in the united States foreign 

service. and ,in late June vas ~ CODSUl. general for Mukden 

in IlaDchuria. On 15 October 1906 Str.p.ght sent back a lengthy 

report to President Roosevelt ~i.&:i.ng his observations durinq 

the ' journey through Siberia and IIOrt:herD llanchuria. On the thirty-

first be addressed the first of seW!ral. letters to Edward Henry 

8a..:Iriaan about rai.lvays in the Eastern Provinces. 

E. v. Morgan vas a frequent correspoDdeDt through Straight ' s 

two years in Mukden. and his letters ·o,_oennt informally on U.S. 

policy in CUba. There are a few 1ett.ezs u.:. William Woodville 

Bocth.U1. 0.5. minister to Peki.nr.J. in the first IK)nths of 1907. 
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From Mra Straigbt to Alioe Kraokowizer. 

Aug.12 - '86. 

iI¥ dear liioe. 

I am still at bome but I leave tomorrow nlgbt again - Mr. 

Jonea will esoort me to tbe olty and tbe Illinois Central Station 

wbence I start at tsn o'olook.- to reaob Cherokee,Iowa at elgbt 

Saturday nlgnt. Tbere I shall be two weeks - I bave ~ust been at 

Morrison Ill, for a week ' s work - whlcb was pleasant in every way -

as tbe teaohers were entbusiastio and the Supt very kind.--- We are 

in tbe m1de~ of wildest disorder - Everltbing is torn up - 10 rooms 

are looked and one's property is the public's - ~ bureau is in tbe 

ball opposite my door - OUr books ara pil~d up in a oloset - The 

study is oompletely dismantled - For two ,nigbts we have slept in 10. 

22 - and I have been sewing in their - Tomorrow we may sleep i n 10.36-

or 47 - ' or tbe attic. 10 one knows whet a d81 may bring forth-! 

Anna is in No.16 - the girls in 10 . 20 - Mrs Many moves about from 

plaoe to plaoe - I do not see how they "an settle the bouse f or weeks 

to oome - as nothing is yet done about tbe gas or the steam - Tbe 

plumber is at work the past two days - but the painters were not bere 

ln force today for some reason - We oook and eat in 10. 19 - quite 

eteadily - ·but we "camp out" every plaoe - Tbe Commissionera have 

made no' arrangement about t he oleaning - and 'so nothing i8 being done 

about that. Col. Parker is away and the "oourse of events " ia having 

its own W81. 

At .ohool it i. aa bad - Tho SOienoe room i. being torn up -

and the Hall. are f1Wol of limo and du.t - Both porohe. are ,down - In

deed .e are given over to the reign of anarohy.--- 10, I have heard 

nothing of any adventure that you and Mr. l'it. had - Remember he 

n't oorreapond with me - and tell me all about it. - K - hae been out 

to eee me this •• ek - bandeomer than ever. Luoky G •• • F.! 

- 2 -

1.118.12 '96. 

Bedt 1mo --- I &II eorry I oould not •• e your mother - but I ... 

obliged to be in ~U8t euoh a hurry! - I .ball be very glad to ••• 

you agaln - and am always -

Yours lovingly, 

E. D. Straight. 

From postoard. Pasadena, oat 13 -'SI. 

Dear Alice t 

I was very glad to hear from you and hop. you will writ. 

often - telling uS of your work and your "Cirole" and all that 

intere eta me - We are anxiously waiting the ohildr.n and !Dna - R. 

has his good and his bad days. - We are sunny and bright in our little 

home and try to be brave and oheerful - With love. 

E.D.S. 

• 
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From Mr •• Straight to Alioe Kraokowizer. 

Pasadena, Cal. Bov.12 -'86. 

111 dear Alioe, 

I have been sewing for nearly two hours upon a dressing - gOWD 

for kr. Straight. It is of a gray blanket - the gay border being left 

on for the trimming of the bottom and the cuff. and collar are also of 

the same stripe - It is long and will be very warm - I wish I had one 

myself - Mr. Straight is not so well - but the weather has been so ohange

able - I suppose that is one reaSon - We take a drive almost every day -

Our favorite one is along Colorado St . to £1 Kolino Avenue - thence dOWD 

£1 Molino 'to a "ranoh" known a. Phillip'. - These streets are bordered 
, 

with pepper tree. - ( graoeful evergreens with red fruit and hedges of 

some kind of Cedar - The houses along the way have rose tree. in full 

bloom along the walke - evergreens - geraniums - heliotrope - daisie. 
, 

all in blossom in profusion - Clusters of pampas grass - Sometimes 16 ft 

high - with the greet plumes waving in the bree.e - or bamboo tufts - or 

banana tree. - vary the monotony. The live oak trees are very pioturesque 

and interesting - and this partioular drive takes us past .ome very grand 

old king' s of the oak family. They have gnarled trunks and wide spreading 

branohes - and in one plaoe I know a orimson passion flower has olimbed 

to the very top! At Phillips'S - the owner often gives us flowers - suoh -
roses! one he gave me yesterday wes of pale lemon color eaoh petel bordered 

with pink and of suoh exquisite texture , --• I had a great orimson bud given 

me one day this week - it opened into a rose fully five inohes in diameter , 

with petals of velvet - but eaoh night it folded it's heart awq in ev ... -

lapping crimson! I never before knew that a rose went to Ileep! But to 

bur drive -·~ter we leave Phillips's we go through a vineyard - now rioh 

in Autumn oolors - to a beautiful old ranoh - from whioh we have a glorioU8 

vie. of the San Gabrie~ Valley - with it. oirouma.bient MoUntain. - The 

• 

- 2 - lfov.12 '86. 

vineyard. are all ruseet and orimson - the smoka from burning .tra. or 

hedge - olippings ri ... into tho air. Tb. Ko)Ul1:aiD8 are pal. blue ~ain.t 

the horizon - and the soene ia lovely a •• dre .. - I. stop and g ... our 

fill - then we w.tch the Jqs and mooking birds about the fountain - and 

turn our horse's head homeward.----

I am teaohing now - so I hurry my dinner and .t 12.30 I go down 

town to the "Aoademy" when from 1 to 3 P.K. - I teaoh the hllarioUII yo'1218 

Californians. I rarely get home till nearly ~. P . loI . - then the dq i. 

done - and the moon rises in silver .plendor and the night ie e lovely 

vision. 

I wish when you write Bessy you would tell her ' how muoh Mr. 

Straight enjoys his oap, she knit him. He wears it daily yet - Where Bl'I 

your Brothers family? I should like to know -

I hope your work is not so hard as when you wrote- Anna told me. 

too - how you are overdoing - Stop I I I t I I ...... 
I shall be glad to hear from you - but oannot promise to write 

often - Mr. Straight would send love did he know I am writing - and I 

am always. 

" 

• 

Your loving friend, 

E.D.S.-

The WiUard Straight Paper. at ComeU Uni~r.l.ty 



( 

-- -- ~---- - - - - -

Extraot from letter to !lioe Kraokowizer from Anna --> 

PasadenB..., Fr1 ,N'ov 12 I 186. 

Mr. S is very ill. I fear he iB dally worBe. I oannot admit it to Mr •• 

S. She doesn't want me to do so. I oannot give up hope when I see him, 

but when I think 'of his o onditi on , his temperature, pulse e:to., I feel 

a8 though it were useless and worse to hope. Mr •• S will put in a not. 

she says. When you write to her only send love sto, and make the letter 

as fnll of news about yourself and all she knows as oan be . She longs 

for letters telling about the ,eople there and doesn't want any referenoe 

to Mr. S's probable or possible death. She is very brave, patient and 

oheerful. She has to work very hard indeed and would bs as provoked as 

oould bs to know I am writing about her. The ohildren are getting fat 

and brown beyond r eoognition. They are very good. Mr. S. loves to 

have them here although their oeaseles8 aotivity and nolse are wearisome 

at times on aooount of his weakness. He rides out nearly every day st 

*******************. 

/ 

• 
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The last Will and Testament of Henry Harrieon ~'raight 

of the Citr and County of Os.er.o made this 18th day of April 
I 

1882. I Henry Harrison 5traight beinn of soand mind • man-

ory do make ~ publish this my last Will ~ Testamont. 

I do hereby nive, devise and bequeathe to m1 beloved 

wife, Emma O. Straight, of saId Cit1, all my estate, real and 

personal, of whatsoever nature, kind or description, and 

wheresoever the same may be, includinr. all my library and 

b~oks, furniture, and articles of personal property, debts 

~ due me & demands of every description, all moneys, securities, 

choses in action, life insurance, & all or any other polioT or 

policies of Insurance, with full power &: authority to 1111 .ald 

wife to have, hold & possess the same, & take all legal steps 

& remedies to enforce my or her rights in regard thereto, 

fully & absolutely, ~o sell & dispose or the same, as she 

shall think fit, subject to the payment of my funeral oxpenoe • 

~ of all ,just debts ~ demands existing against mo, at mr de-

And do hereby appoint mr said .ife, oole Executrix of I cea.e. 

thi s my laat "ill ~ te.tament, and do hereby rO'fOke all or 

any last will or will & testament by me made. 

In testim0llJ whereof I have hereanto set mJ' hand anti 

seal, at the City or Os .. go, in the State or New York, on \be 

dar' roar rirst abov~ written. 

Henry H. Straight. · (Seal) 

The Willard Straight Paper. at Cornell Univer.ity 



• 

( 

. -
2 

~ this 18th day or April 1882, we the undersigned do 

certify that the above instrument was sill,ned, sealed, publish-

ad & declared by the above named Testator, to be his last wll1 

and testament, in the presence o f us, who, at his request, and 

in his . presence, and in the presence of each other, have here-

unto subscribed our names as witnesses on said day & year 

above stated. 

John M. Casey, City & County of Osweao, New York . 

I Delos g. ' Radcliffe, City and County of Osweuo, New York . 

Chicago, Cook County, Ills. 

nec . 21, 1886 . 

It Joseph n. Putnam, a Notary Public in and fo r said 

County and State, do hereby certify that I have carefully 

canpared the foregoinp, copy 'wi th what purports to be the oriS--

1na1 will of Henry Harrison Straight, left in my possession 

for safe keepinr. , and that it is a true and correct copy of 

~tl?~~ t he same. 

Notary Public. 

- . 

-The Willard Straight 
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From Mrs. Straight to IIfoe KraoKowi.er. 

Fasadena.Cal. Deo 31 - ' 86 . 

Dear liioe. 
It ie late in the leat night of ths old year - I wonder if 

you heve heard the "1I8ssiah" thie evening - and eo are all aglow with 

the glory of the splsndid ohoruses! I am quite alone, as Anna is sittinl~ 1 

up with some siok oh1ldrsn - The night is warm and olear - 'Ie heve had 

no fire linoe noon - yet the rooms are not ohilly - The oarriages drive 

p~st infrequently - and the ooy~tes have been having a jubilee far down 

on the next Avenue - Imagine a sound like . demoniac laughter a wild 

barking and soreaming and general shrieking as of a dozen oreatures 

were in a general "fight" and you have a faint idea of a ooyotes saluta

tion. To wake up in the middle of the night and hear them i8 startling 

in the extreme - though they are harmless enough ---

Your kind remembranoe of the ohildren as well as myself waS . 
duly reoeived and · heartily appreoiated - I am very glad of t be little 

souvenir - It brings before me many nights of last June wben the --

were in bloom _ and you wore them daily - Thank you, vorl muoh. .1 heve 

put it on our sofa where it looks very pretty • 

write about yourself so fully - I now oan plaoe 

disoouraged about your work - You are trying to 

It waS good of you to 

you better . Don't be 

do tool much - Can't 

the i htf 1 -ners' Trv it - do - You are you give up something tor g u - . • 

a good girl to not staY,all the time in your sohool duties. The sooial 

life will be of so muoh benefit - I am glad you are in the Chautauqua. 

W. are all well - the ohildren remarkably so. When I know 

what is my duty I shell begin to be strong again. Just now, I dont 

know. nesae remember me affeotionately to tbe girls, and believe me 

with muoh love, 
Your true friend, E_ D. Straight. 

May thi8 New Year be the happiest you have sver known! 

Extraots from letter to Al ioe ~raokowi.er from Anna L B. Williams . 

Fasadena, Los Angeles Co,Cal. 
Jan. 6th , 'S7. 

Of our dear one leaving us and of our unoertainty as to t he future. The 

latter oons i dsration does not affeot me in the least exoept for its troub

ling Mrs. Straight. She oannot make up her mind as to the oour8e abe 

should pursue. Sometimes one wa::; seems best sometimes another. She went 

to San Diego yesterday(Wednesday) and will return Saturday or Sunday. I 

was so glad to have her go. She stands greatly in need of rest. ~oh more 

than she rsali.es. There are good openings he~e f or her to oommenoe work, 

C) openings of various kinds. There are mony of her friends who think to 

stay ths only proper oourse, and others who adTi.e her to return. I 40 

not know which she w111 do . • 

* •••••• * •• 

• 
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From Mrs. Straight to Alia. XraakowiBer. 

Normal Park, Ill : Aug 18, '87 

Dear Aliae. 

I .!!!! going to Japan, san the 5th of Sept from Vanoouver. So I 

shall not se& aDW of my Eastern friends until I return . Dear ahild, be brave 

and hopeful ss you aan. Your sweetness and truth are always a help to those 

who know you. Gi ve my love to your Mother and Sister, and remember me alway. 

a. one who loved you tenderly and is glad you love her 

Yours, E. D. S.--

I will write from Japan. 

The Willard Straight 

, 

, 

~4~lc.r~ 

?~ ~+~:.e, 

:v4. ~~.r~.~ 
~M~l1~ 

Papers at comeu University 
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Prom ¥rs. Straight to Alioe Kraokowizer. 

Dear Alioe" 

High Bormal Sohool. Tokyo. Japan. 
Oot 16 '- 1887. 

Your very sweet letter I oould not answer before I left home -

nor oould I write to Bessie - so I will send you a oompany letter this time 

and you must reply by a Xmas message if this reaoh you in time, "Here am I 

in Arden!" - If I oould paint for you the scene from my window at the Normal 

Sohool - yon would be delighted - the view is beautiful - a sohoolyard X~.L~" ~ 

with fine trees and shrubs - a busy street - crowded with jinrikishas -

foot passengers, men, oxen and horses pulling heavy loads - street vendors 

of flowers, fruit, vegetables, lamps, etc,eto - Then beyond are the wooded 

banks of a little river - beyond these; still, trees and tiled roofs and 

trees - and in ' the distant horizon - lines of ~ts - and the glorious Mt. 

Fuji - a ' oone of snow olear and fair against the sky ! - Or if you like to 

look from the room where I now sit - you 'see junks - and sa~s and other 

vessels, - great fieh-nets drying on frames at the waters edge, hawks (kites 

and orows flying everywhere, - the forts built by the Japanese at the time 

of Commoders Perry's visit - are s little to the right down the Bey - We 

• are just now at the house of a Bohool friend of years ago - She insisted on 

our visiting her until our house is ready - and we were very glad to leave 

the litt le Hotel Sei-yo - ken - whe re we had been sinoe we were at Mr, Taka

mine's house - Mr , Takamine took us home with him from Yokohama, so we spent 

our first ten days in Tokyo - in a real Japanese house living in nearly pure 

Japanese style - This friend has a Bible Sohool for women - We have met a 

few of the missionaries - but on the whole have' been very quiet - My teaoh

ing has been very light so far - but when I am i n my own house - whioh is in 

the sohool grounds - I/ Bhall be very busy - I teach in the Girls' Normal. 

All the Bornal building., dormitories, Bohool houses, play houses, work 

shopa, fire shops, lodges eto, make a very imposing array. The eohool 
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High Normal Sohool, Tokyo, Japan, 
Oot 16 - 1887. 

grounds are those of an anoient and oelebrated temple of the religion of 

C onfuo ius , and the temple buildings still remein .mbowered in grand old tr •••. 
• This is a most interesting oity - Its dense population - ita Blltent of 

tsrritory, its parks - oanals, temples, eto make it a oonstant panora.. of 

beauty, pioturesqueuess and instruotion. Our daily rides to sohool - in 

jinrikisha - (man-oar) take us by the ~. whioh i8 always new - always wOn

derful to me. 

Shall I like it? - Yos. My olasses are a pleasurs. Everyone i. 

U kindness personified. It is not all rose ool'or, but lif e is easier hare 

than I have ever before known it,- not that I think ~ i8 the element m08t 

deSirable. There is room now for one to be very useful in many diff.rent 
• ways, and I'm going to !il.---

The children do not forget ,any of you - Willard was wondering the 

other day if Uestel was as big as he. They keep pretty ".11, but Willard h .. 

beeu poisoned by going near fresh laoquer - so is very unoomfortable ' and baby

ish today. They long for Amerioa - however happy in Japan. - When you writ • 

me Alioe, tell me all about your work - and your pleaeure8 - Be lure to tak. r 
" 

plenty of rest and amusement. Don't worry! You must Bleep enough and eat 

enough and rise in ma~e.ty if your Supt i8 "nasty" to you, Tell me "here 

your brother is. - It is bedtime or rather sleep, tim. - and I will 8ay DO 

more. I hope you get the ciroular letters. - Write me at ,address g1v8D above 

With muoh love -

Ever your sincere friend, 

I. p. s. 

The Fillard Straight Paper, at Comeu Univer,ity 
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Prom Mrs. S~raight to Alioe Kraokowi.sr. 

Kikto, Japan. Aug l6thleB 

IIy dear Alloe, 

Were it not for ;your forgiving nature - I should not dare 

to write ;you after waiting just two months sinoe your loving and delight

ful letter reaohed me. But I know you will not be severe With me - and 

eo I will not waete any words in excuse. - for ;you will under.tand. 

I was glad to hear all the good news of your letter, that 

Minnie Van P. is better and that your brother and famil;Y are well and 

pleasantly situated.- It gave me pleasure to know that ;your year has 

been better - I am very anxious to know about ;your plaoes for next ;year -

for your own sake - I was vor;y full;y persusded to ask ;you to come and be 

with me - but whon I found that ;your oatarrh il so bad - I ,oculd not 

think of it for a moment, for Tok;yo has a olimate that is most trying for 

oatarrhal affeotione.- It is eo damp and the winds and dust are so tr;ying. 

The ohildren have been entirel1 free from oatarrb .inoe we oame to Nikko -

~ut in Tok;yo they alwa;ys were affeoted and afflioted: - As ;yet, I have 

mede no arrangement for them, but I am oonsidering a ;young English lad;y 

as a Nur.er;y Governess - It must be deoided before long - The question -

What to do with the children is the burning one with all the foreign resi-' 

dents who have ' l1ttle sons and daughters. It oauses me II18lIY bour' s of 

anxiet;y. ---

I am off for & summer of rest - whioh, alas - is drawing to 

a olose all too soon and too awiftl;y - likko is a village in the Ilountains 

some 90 miles from Tok;yo. It baa its raison d' etre in the faot that 

here are the famous shines and temples and tomb. to whioh the pilgrims 

l resort, making the grand t our of tba .,ored looali ties - going henoe to 

lutai-Zan, the saored mountain - noar Ch1llse;yi - and to the sulphur 

bathe of Juinoto.- It il • most boautiful spot. The mountains are most 

varied in outlines and are olothed to the lumm1t 111 troes or with low 

o 
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likko, Japan. Aug 16th. '88. 

shurbl and grasses - so the;y are a 10vel1 green everphere - !hq are, 

mell1 of them voloanio peaks, and the larger ones are all extino~ 

I saoenbd liio-Ho-Zan - and peeped into the great orater - now all olothe' • 

in trees with waterfalls danoing down from the edge of the orater. Xver,

where are 1I0untain torrent. - danoing an. singing down to the ru.hing 

turbulent river the DaifS-gawa - over whiob Sho-do Shon1ll oro •••• on the 

rainbow bridge thrown him b;y the god.: Imagine the rapi48 at l1agara -

(by the Sisters) deahing through a narrow, ohannel of rOOD and boulder. 

with - 1I0untaina rising from the bank - and ;you oan see thil obarming 

Itream -

In addition to the beauties of nature i. the wonderful 

oharm of art. Iloss-grown shrinel 

images enorusted with lichen. and 

stand b;y the lovel;y waterfall. 
~ 

embosssd witb m088 and ferna. 

- St .... 

b;y the .. t paths - the etonee, the oliff, are oovered With rioh velve~ 

m081 - The trees are forest giants - The vie .. everphere are entranoing! 

It is indeed most beautiful, so the Japane.e s81 - "You oan't s81 ~kko 

until ;you've .een Bilko· KeIko - i. aplendid 

Then add te this _gn1fioent temple I with oarvinge tha~ 

are superb - are arohiteoture that is sa ~eautiful sa it il peculiar, 

and ;you oan think a. little what likko is like.--- I live 1h 8 little 

Japanese house belonging to a priest - and the ohief goda are all in tile 

shrine 111 the baok room - the Sund8 ble.sing mankind - and the Hor.e

headed KwannoJl and the '0 armed Klann bl hi' side - wb1le tbe leard 

mirror i. before the. --- We have a lovell saraen with 8 wa'erfall daab

ing into 8 llttle lake - wbioh is bordered witb iri. and ;reUow l11i ... 

Bofore our el0' i8 a aoun~a1n,beb1n1 our bOUle i. 8 b.aboo grove - aa4 

another .outain ri ••• gradualll froa tile .tOM fenoe wbieb boaU ov 

doaein. I reall1 think lIlT ohlllren will have tile 1I01UIta1n eOllMJl1; 'fV7 

The Wmard Straight Paper. at Cornell Univer.ity 
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1I1kko, Japan, Aug 15th, ' SS . 

thoroughly developed. --- We take little exour sions to the various water

falls - and temples - A lovely plaoe ie along!') the bank of the river where 

it is wildly pioturesque - Hera are more t han a hundred etone Statue. of 

Buddha - life size or heroio - all seated on stone pedestals fao tug the stream -

It is said no one knows how many there are - and that they oannot be oounted 

owing to eome dislike of the gods to being numbered, I suppose. Baok of this 

avenue of godS, is a little Buddhist graveyard, where I spent a quiet half hour 

among the tombs. Many of the t ombs represent the five elements - earth- fire-

ir- water- as a symbbl - Man returns to the elements, as he was oreated 

from them - Other tombs have t he sword of Buddha - the lotus bearing this 
\ 

four ( drawing ) so! --- Sanorit insoriptions are on the pillars and deoorations 

But I oould write on all night end I must send out some other letters 

so 1'11 add the "moral refleotiona". I am glad you are better. - -- Now, dear, 

here i s the great seoret . You oan do what you think you oan do . You oan be 

full of oourage by starting the oourageous idea - You will at traot oourage 

from other s 1~ you yourself have it - end your strength will develop steadily -
, 

Be hopeful - drive away the thought t hat you don't know - by looking foroefully 

t what you!£ know. --- And may your next year be full of hope end oheer and 

auooess - I am glad to hear from you - always - you know!---

I address this a little at random - not having your lIew York number -

But I hope you !!!ll reoeive it! 

and your brother and mot her -

Pleass give my love t o Bessie and the ohildren 

Alwaye muoh for fOU dear, from 

Your loving friend, 

Emma D. Straight. 

, 

From h,. Straight to Alioa -XragkowiIK· 

, 

Jq dear Alioe, 

Higher lora&! 8ohool, KaD4a - !o~o. 
3an, let, 1881. 

The first letter of the Bew Year! I wish you may find 1881 full 

of blessings and pleasures , suooes. in lohool - friand. about you, health 

and prosperity.! 

• 

It is a gray - damp - bleak day - now at eight o'olook - tha 

ohildren are all flooking to eohool - as ie the oustom, to wieh the' D1ro~~" .. 1 

a Happy New Year - end meke their oongratulations to the Eaparor. 

-----. It ie now almost four P. II . - eo lOur !lew Year hes begun! I have 

l) besn oooupied all day in reading to Willard who ie Bitting up for the first 

time in many days - He has had en attaok of fever whioh alar ... d 118 at fint 

but which yielded to t r eatment very quiokly, Hazel ie at a kind neighbor's 

I saw her for a minute to wish her a Happy New Year but was not permittad 

to touch or kis. her for Willard's fever , is typhoid of a mild fora, Has~ 

will be home in a few dayS I think, 88 all g088 so well - Tho .treet,\ are 

very gay end festive. every shop is deoorated with pine and bamboo - aDd 
, 

with long fringe s of rioe straw over the door ways and poroh .. : BOY8 ara 

flying kites all day - They have S011e sort of attaohment thet mbs a hu

ming sound as the kite fliee - a ourious whirr all day in one eare! The 

soldiers are all in gala dresa - every ohild hee a new garment or a neW 

eui t . All the workmen and servante are in the 1r Bew Year new dreaaea <- the 

orest of the employer - ao white and fresh - ahining from the univeraal 

dark blue ootton garaent, I ' ve been giving pre.enta to all tho •••• rvauta 
, 

expeoting - and I, oount up $12 .20 for that alone - A acnay pr ... llt twioe a 

year i8 tb. univereal oustoa • . You aakad about tbe ourr8llo1. paper aoDey 

i8 the ohief _diu of e"ohange - .ilver '20 ot pilo .. tell oellte aDd Ii oallta 

with oopp.r .all - 1 o.nt 2 a.n BIll rip (1/10 of a 0.1It) BIll 2 1'111, -

I ••• very little 800ial (olapu ••• ) lif.. !be olapu .. , no 11 .... til th.ir 
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native way - entertain foreigner8 very little. Moat of the sooiety Japan

ese wear foreign olothe. and have foreign manner. and ouatollB in all 

eooial relatione with the foreigner. - and are extremely reluotant to let 

foreignere eee their real dome.tio life . My intimates (of the J~ane8e) 

are very few, and I eee them ohiefly at my own house - Foreign sooiety 

here is that of any large oity in Europe; the etiquette being European in 

all partioulars. - Thi. must be so - with a nobility and all lines of 

being very olo~ely drawn. - I have very few friends - that is - of any in

tim80y - Two or three old residents have been extremely kind to me and the 

ohildren - but the life is rather isolated, as ' far as anything like 

shipe are ooneerned. There is muoh that is pleasant in it, the variety 

and gayety are very faeoinating to one who has time for it, but I am a 

working woman and, too busy to keep up sooial affair - I am not studying 
Cl 

the lsngnsge - though I think I m'IV begin' - I know a :ew phrase8 perhaps 

100 words - but that i8 all.---

I am glad I did not send for you - mueh a8 I wanted to do so -

muoh a8 I needed you. It is turning out for the best - It alw!l8 doesl -, 
I hope you are more oontented with your echool. I am .ure you are doing 

good work - and I believe you are gOing, to be wi.er and wi.er and learn 

not to worry at all - Yes, 14r. Balliet would be a great help to anyone 

as a Principal - I'm sorry you could not be with Mr. Bright - for whom 

I have a great admiration. - JIow I must close t hough I've Just begun -

Please send me Bessie's address - I enJoyed all your gOSSip - Please tell 
. 

Miss Baber I'll answer her kind letter very soon - Tbo autumn has been 

so veU full. Willard hasn't been well .inoe September. llcor I think he 

will be muoh stronger - I wish you'd kindly remember me to your mother 

and siaters - I em gl'ad 1Ir8. lIo ... . has a dear daughter. - With much love 

to yourself dear ohild. 

Youra ever. 
E. D. S. 

, 
The Willard Strois'" PaperB at Cornell UniverBity 
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The AVUlard S'r~h' 

a 

Extraot from letter to Alioe Kraokowiser from Anna.L. R.lilliams. 

Yuma. 2 - 28 - '90. 

Mr. Straight haa .andered from Berkeley to Dutoh Flats, to 

Vaoaville, Berkeley again, Los Angeles, and finally Yuma. She .ill never 

leave this plaoe again alive. She is rapidly nearing her end. She i8 a 

mere skelet on, and very very weak. She has not spent macy .hole days in 

bed and is greatly depressed when obliged to do 80. Lately she bae given 

. up hope at times, but usually expeots to get well. She tries very hard to 

be oheerful eo hard t hat it is very painful to see her. Lately she baa 

had a fairly good appetite after fairly loathing food for nearly a year . 
< 

For eome days past her throat has been so sore that swallowing is a very 

painf ul prooess. It i8 a little better today but she haa been too weak for 

the exertion of mastioation, but has taken a good deal of nourishment in • 

liquid form. Almost her sale entertainment is my reading aloud. She has 

not oared for muoh reading today and baa slept a good deal. The weather . 
has not been very favorable for some time, but will be soon again prohably 

although l4aroh is rather trying too., we are told, the etate of the weather 
/. 
always affects her at onoe and I hope t hat a hot bright day .ill enable her , 
to get out again. • •• 

Writ. if you oan light oheerful gossip about your .ork. It 

pleases IIrs. S. when she oan listen to anyth1Dg with pleasure. Aek Sara 

to wri te he r a letter too. She sends love to all, although at this moment 

she is asleep • 

, 
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PaOIAT. CoURT or Cool: CODaTY-BollD or AD.HlflBTIATOR DB BONIS NOX "ITR TMII WILL AMn,XID. 

firmly bound un,to the people of tbe State of or tbe County of Cook and State of I!7il' are beld and 

1I1ino~, 'in the penal lum orf _ _ _ .f!!.4.~:!..'¥.._~1'::.:!2!~1d.'::.lIi...!,&~""c------__ Dollll1, 

current money or the Unit.ed St.at6lt, which payment well and truly to be made and pe rmad, we and ea.ch of UI 

bind ouraelvee, our beits, 8s:ecutorsand adminiatrator'l, joiutly, severally an nnl,. by these preaenta: 

-.:A 
WlTNI8I our banda and leal. &hia, __ -"'SL _____ o1&y o,ff7"'i~~;::.::~~-.---l".O 

1'h .. if the above boUDd,M dtl. Tbe Condition of tbe above Obligation i8 8ueb, 
c:/ 

~ 
A/~/~' ~ 

Adminialnath" de bonia non with the will annexed orr_""AU2!..~~o:;€t~,4~~~0~~~~a~1~~~::C __ 

deceaaed, do make, or cause to be made .. true and perfect inventory of all and singular tbe goocil and chattels. 

righta and credita, lands. tenements and hereditament8, and the rents and profits i&6uing out of tbe same, of tbe 

said deceased or knowledge of the ea.id'-_~ ____ _ 

or into tb,e possesaion of any other person for 

and the Sl\me so made do exhibit in the Prob .. te Court for said County of Cook, as required by I .. ,.; and also 

make an.l render a fair.od jUlt account oL~_' __ actinga and doings, aa lucb Adminiltrat~de bonia non 

with ,b. will ar .. id Cou", when thereunto I.wfully requi,ed, .. d do well .nd "uly fuifill th, duti .. 

enjoined on ~ in and by the said wil1, and tball moreover pay and deliver to the pertOnl entitled 

thereto, all the lega.ciee and beqUelta oontai~ed in aaid will, flO f_r al the estate of the said teatat.,.Li"'-___ _ 

will thereunto 6J:tend, acoording to the value thereof, .. nd II the It.w shall cht.rg6-~ and aball in 

general do all other acta which mllY, from time to time, be required of ~ by I .. w, then thia obligation 

to be void, otherwise to remt.in in full force and virtue. 

..... -.- .. ~' __ c.&?:~ m· e 
Rctid.n"' .... ~ ...... _.... . .. ...... ~ _. 

, 

• 

• 

... 4A-. ~9 _ _ &'z-.... "7:I. 

Reo;deoceS.:::s:::6 . ...s:-~ ~..-
'e;,1~ w.. ~tJ<l_ 

Reo;deoc.- /v.Q .\.,,,? ~l:.""" "' .-.~ 

N. B.-Firat ume of principalaod laret1 mllIt be .ritLen in rail in bond and lipatu.re, and bond mill' be 

filled up without interlia-.uw or ......,., IIld nlidea.oe of principal and IIInt.)' DUlit be given. 

L7-1'-HJ 

The People of tf?e St~te of New York: 
By the Grace of God Free and Independent 

~ To 'W~t.~ ~ 
'W~r.~ -.. • 

~;U;.:.J JJ, ~ ~~ 'fI, ,y 
~ _ti~- " " • 

W::J jJ.'~ 1'rM,. ,tfK (,ai, 
G (3~ , .. ~ 

• 
-:; ", 

----

as _ ,_' of said deceflsed_ 

And H nny of the persons interested be nnder tho ngo of twenty-onu yent'8, they are reqnirt>rl to nppenr 

by their gunrdinn. if they 11:1\'8 one, 01', H they Im.\'f.l none, thnt they np))enr and apply (or one to be-allllOinted, 

or, itJ event of their neglect or fnilure tu do so, :l gll:ml ian will he Ilppointt!<1 hy the ul'rogt1t", to tel)tesent 111111 

act for them in tbe 1>rocee<!in~. ~ 

• 

IN TE8~IO::n~ WIIRIU-:OJo', We have caused the senIor our soid Surrogate's Court, to 
, I,. hereto uffl~~: \Vitness, ~'RANCJS DA YID, Surro

gate oC said COllnty, Ilt ~e dlloge of Phoenix, in snld 

tounty, the /' -; day of -~ -

~t '/ [ ... i~n _t~~eor one thousand eight hun-

~ Rnd ninety r -----
J',' .", ' ( \. ': 'I 

[r .. s.] 

~ :' ..... , . 
• • 
\ ''':J'' ' 

, urrogate's Court .. 
\\- : .\,. 'r ' 

T, the 8uhscrilwr, one of Ih:e :lbO\'e ~l,ln1'Qed ~rsoD~ nnd. ?ne o,r \he lX"rsons inte~tetl in !he estate ~f the 
def'enst"<l person nixn'e mentione<T. do hereby admit due legal ond JX"MtOnul spt\'i<'fl on me of tbe nlK),'e rAation • 
nnd notiCf' nt nnd ns of the date or snid cit:ltion, 

:ftl' .. ·· \ '. ,. 

, 
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STATE OF' NEil" YORK, 
('Ol!;\,TY Ot' 118W.;(;II. , f 55. 

_____ .,.. of tbe (' 01 

in &lid co'lInty, being duly sWOl'nl depo~ and ljU,ytl: Thill. he is upwurdtl 01 21 

yettl1l of Ilgej lind deponent (!ltfhe.' suys: Thnt he is wellllcquuintt>d with • 

.hei~ nllmed in the witbin citation, and with the lIum~er and stylti of handwriting of ench one of suid persoDs, 

havi ng orte n seen ea ch on~ o[ them writ.e; uncl deponE-lit further says that, the 8igDlLtU~ or tlliid heirs, us the . . 
salUe :lpllear s igned to the admissiOn or sel'vice on the within citation, are true nnd gtmlline hund writing lind 

signatures of said heirs and each one ollhtJlIl respectively. 

Sworn to befon! me lhl' _ 

d"Jot __ 
. -. "--"---' -,. __ ._.' , 189 
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copy 
(Schurman 1etterbook page 2)0) 

Feb. 8, 1901 

To whom it may concern: 

It gives me pleasure to certifY to the standing and reputa-

tion of Mr . Willard Dickerman Straight, who will receive, barring unforaseen cir-

cumstances, the degres of Bachelor of Architecture from Cornell UniTersity in June, 

1901. 

Mr . Straight entered the University in the course in Architecture, Sep

tember 1897, by taking the entrance examinations in all subjects required for 

admission to that course. He passed them all with very satisfactory marks. 

His work during the four years of his coll ege course has been well 

done and consisted of courses i n archItecture required for the degree of B. Arch. 

at Cornell University . 

In addition to his University work Mr . Straight has been very promi-

nent in student affairs and il at the present time on the editorial staff of 

the Cornell Era, a monthly publication published h1 the students of the Univer-

sity . 

He is pleasing in manner and has won the respect of all his associates 

and instructors, and I heartily recommend him 8S one worthy of the confidence and 

esteem of any one desiring his services . 
, 

(signed) J . G. Schurman 

President 
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~ht Ihiladd,kia Iresl. 

-
My dear IIr tra1ght:- t- """,.1 (r~ 11/ 

- ~ 

Your let t e; with enclosure, written in Qewego,is before 

me. I was very much inter es ted in what 1Ir. Spinney had to aay of 

the service in China. I think he i. wi.o in not offering you 0<1-

vice in the matter and you would probably be dieappointe<1 it you 
J 

did not go. But I do not agree with you a. to the tine chance it 

offera as I see nothing in it except a oalaried posit10n tor the 
I 

rest of your lite ,and. remo'fal tar away from all home asaociation •• 

On the oth.r hand it may prove a good thing for you. ¥ he eays, 

it dep.nd.a much upon the p.rson. Still, you are not obliged to 

stay if you do not want to. 

I smll be glad to- do anythin g I can for you. I do not 

know anybody on either Harpers or Col110ra ••• kly and it strikos 

me that it would 1:e a be t te(P1.an to get lOme kind of a iii' 111 ral 104-

ter from Cornell people whlc h you could use in neh ceaea wh .... you 

ha ve no personal letters ot Introdu~1on. 80 far &I "The Press" 

ia concer ned .. o~ course, I can introduce you all right there, but I 
MWO 

fancy in papera of tmt kind they would _ more than agree to 

pay for such matter &8 they might use. I shall be glad to .ee you 

when you come to "ashington. J 0-- i.- ., 1~Lt- ...v. r:;....~ . . 
Very tr81y your., 

jJuM'I'wo ~ ~ ~. 
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S~&ktl'. ~. J a.t\AL4 ' I902. 

sm, 
I.-I lJAV!:: to acquniut YOli with your appointment us l~ . ~ OlAn:tt" 

Q~b('I., t-<lMt; 0' in t l:e Chinese Imperial i\lurilime Cuswms. ,-
2,-YOU will receive in that capacity 1.\ Salary at the rate of 

~H\\"Ic11:'\cL ... . ......... .... . . 
Haikwari Taels a year, to commence on the :<>1 JQM.U~, I~ 0'2. 
on which day YOli will be required to begin duty at l\~ W 'b ... 
There will be issued to YOll, with th.i.~ Letter of Appointment, the Burn of* ~'S 
J\\M\!tt'i'(b (tlo~lM.d\ StQA9. n.~ to provide you with II pas.age to that plaoe. 

c 

3.-0" a, ... ivfJ at 'hC\M.,tX W, b' ... you will report 

yourself to the Commissioner of' Clistoms, wbo will give you slIch directiolls u.s he IllUY 

think necessary. 

4.-YOIl will understand t hat the pl'imal'Y object fol' which you are appointed 

it! tlmt you should perform stich duties a.s the Inspector Genel'u) 01' Commissioners of 

Customs may allot, whetber In-door duties in the Offices or Out-dool' duties on board 

Ships or at Jetties and \Varehouses; but, in order to merit continued employmcnt or 

increased pay, Wi well as to qualify yourself fot' higher functiolls, you will require to 

study the Chinese language, and you will find it to your ad~'alltage to fully u.vail 

yourself of tIle opportunities and facilities which residence in Chioa aJlords to /.lequire 

an acquaintance with the litemtw'e, manners, a.nd CustolllS of'the country. 

; .-Before takillg lip this apl>oiu tnJent you wi ll be careful to make yourself 

fullyaCtplilinted with the f'xpl'lUutiolls Alld c:ollditiolls below set forth, remembering, 

howe\'et, that the employment of }'ot'cignel's.by t ile Chinese Govel'nment, although 

genemted by spechtl C:luses, influenced by peculitu' cirClilUstancetl, and possible only 

under tlxceptiOllll) cOlldit.ioJll~, hi, genem.lly SIJe<lk ing, 011 much tho SHme fooLing, in 

respect of' c:el'ttl..int.y A.ml duration, a8 employment ill Govel'llmentil l lJepartments in 

otl ler cOlllltries- Umt iii to fillY, dt' llendH on tho continued ex istence of tho Govemlllcnt, 

011 t.he cont.inucd cull /01' the Deparlment, and on t.he contillued fitness of Employes; 

and YOll will take note t.hat, whatever othcl' Sen'ic-e Hules you mny be I'equired to 

• "or lUen enl(lgeti in t:ul"Olle or Awerica thi!,;uw is bed.~ £100. 

J~i2.2.~lL .... £l.i cK:c~ .... ~~ a:, ~IJ;, 1'9.0 (ulu.; 
jow-Jk; cu,~t'), t G\M.t, Q . , -', 

._.. c..~lJ1I. .. Ctl~ r~i S C'M'i ell . 
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comply with, the fact of your taking up this appointment implies a.n acknowledgment 

on your part. that you comprehend theee explanations and accept the conditions 

in rull :-
I . The Chiuese Maritima CUltto11ll Service i, a Department of the Civil Senice of Chilla; ill 

membcn-by Treat.y ut.erri torialised, if .'orciguera-llr1l employe. of the Chiu8ac, alld 1I0t 
lubordinntcs of any ollier, Go,'emment. 

2· , Tbit Letter of Appointmont doe. not. IJiud either t.he employe to sene or the omployor to 
em i,Io! for auy tixed time. It merely admita tho employe iuto tbe Cu!Iloml Senioe, and 
informs him that, once IIdm itted, lIe will IJe trcMted in Ilcoordauce with tho ltuleM from lime 
to tiwe d""wlI lip fot the regulation or the Servioe; 011 t be olher band, acoeptallC6 of the 
"PIKlintruent pledget the employed to accept the Service Rille .. 

3', The In.peetor Gcneral of CUltoffil i, ~ Chineao offioial, and acta III Ageul for aud on behalf of 
the ChitleJe Government. He i. not relpolI.ible to eml'loy~ for I\ny action taken or directed 
to be taken by the Chinelle Government affecting the Senioe, IUld is not li~ble before II..ny 
Foreign tribunal, or in ""I degree. for ~Ily SallU'iea or Allowancel wbicb the Government m~y 
ceue to iuue, or which he hinuelf, in the free eIerciae cf his official dllty, m~1 direct to be 
witbbeld. 

4°. 'l'be Inlpector General, acting nnder tbe ordelll or with the unction of the Chiuese Govenl
men~ it at liberty to make alteration' in rate. of PAY nnd Retiring Ailowilucea, and to modify 
or reacilld the General Rwes cf tbe Servioe alld Special Regulationl concerning Travelling 
Expollle" Lodging Allowalicea, and other iteml of espenditure 011 which rei OlbllBCOleu t il 
UOW' or may herelllter, for any time, be provided. 

5°. The Inlpeetor General i, ~t liUerty to dilOlw-ge any employe ~·ho. at the end of the firat year, . 
• il reported for inefficiency by a Comllliuiolier or other Offioer in cllRrge, or who, at the cnd of 

the third year, is IInallle to 1)188 an enmiuntiOIl ill W"'DII', Colloquial Scries. An employe 
dilOhargcd at the end or the first year will reccive p"y to date and au al lowance 110t C1cecdiug 
Tbree H uudl"cd Haikt.·lln Taels, to provide Il pusage home j if discharged at tbe cud of tbo 
third yeRr be wi ll receive, ill additioll, II. quarter's Iflliary. 

A competent acquaintAnce with fl lly lOCAl dialoot will Oe IlCCept.lm ill liell or auility to paM 

lUi examinalion in W ... D.'8 Colloquial Sol"iea; in the "btcuce of 11.11 knowledge of Chine.e, 
elcoptiollaHy esceUent qualities lUI all Oftlce mall, sl.teCially certified w by II. Commiasioner, 
may, at the option of the Ilispector Geuefll.I, permit contillued employment in the lo,,·er grades. 

6·. 'rhe IUBpeetor General is At liberty, with or without cause ~iglled, to tranlfer employ~ from 
ouo port to another, to delay promotion, to reUnce the promoted to lo .... er ranks, and to dill
peUH with the seniooa of emploJ'e.. Where aervicea are thlls dilpensed with there will be 
iuned either three month, Payor three montha notice, if the ernplole W&II eurged elsewhere 
than ill China, and PlY to the cud of the current quartcr only ill tbe cue of indh'idual. 
engaged in Chinn ; hut Intb employe. will not forfeit auy other AlionnOOll to which length oC 
ae"ict aud the tlleu eliBling Huln may entitle thenl. 

7-. The In.pector Geutml i. At liberty to di.mi. IIl1wlllarily aud without notice any employe 
~ported hy lilly Cummi.ioner or Officer ill clllll)te f\lr DrulikelilleM, Private MiiIC'JIlduct 
tnu.iug public IClllld"I, tJr Offici"l Mllljlracticea j cmpl01ea lUu. di&clunyed forf~it tilly and 
cvery AliowAllce to which length of service, or diSl.1harge tinder other circllmswucCII, would 
lul.'o entitled them. 

S· . Further, if the cmploy~ lenvel tho Servico of hili OWl! IWCOrd ticfore tho espi l1l.lion of five 
l'eAl'! actual flCn'ice in Chinn, he i. to refund tile tUllUllUt illlllcll to bim 11.11 Outfit Allowalll,;b 
(i,t., PlWIlge, § 2). 

9°. 1'bo employe to "'hom the Ilrelellt Letter of 
AIJpointmenl i, IIddrell8C<l ACcellte the ")lpoillt.
Illcut with a rull IIlIdefiltAndiug of the condi
tion. eet. fort h, And undl'rtakH not to ho1l1 Iho 
Inlpect.or Geuenl relVOllllilJlc, eitiler privately 
or officially, fur any dilCipliulry IWI) Ily lIim 
taken, or for auy ufficial action ... id by bim to 
be taken. in the performl\lIM of hi, dnty, or for 
auy actioll notified by him III emanAting from 
the Ohinese Government.j aud in witueu oC 
the aame be algtl. hi, uame io the margin (in 
duplicate) iu the preeence of lb" lulJlcribiug 
witnesae:t. (Pice) Sha...Ob 

3 "J~, liO£... 

The Willard Straight , 
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6.-In concluaiou, you will clearly understand that rcwntiou oft.bia appointment 

and advancement of any kind wiJl depend, on the one hand, 0 11 the requirements of 

the Service and the v(Lcancies that may occur, uud, on the other, on t.he ability shown 

by you and the ganeml steadiness of your conduct. 

I am, 

SIR, 

Your obedient Servant, 

-" 
DEPUTY IHIP&CTOR QINiRAL 

/1Up«tor Cmmd of CAi'ltt" J/aritimt CtutOIM: lU A~t for 

al«l 01\ bdlalJ oj tA, CAint" /"'pmal GOlJtI1"umt. 
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From W.D. P.Nartin. 

Dear Nr Straight: : 

I.C.UniTlrsity. 
Pekipa, 2'th Jan,/02 

This is in answer to yours of 31st Oot is I fear too 

late to me et you on arrival, It is however. not too late to give you a 

oordial greeting and best wishes for the New Year and for your auooe •• 

in the new service in which you have entered. It is a noble servioe and 

teaches the Mandarins how oivilized people oonduot their businees . Sir 

Rober t Hart and Mr . Bredon have been among my best friends in Peking. 

Bot h are men of Christian Prinoiples, and to that faot is l ar gely due 

their growing influenoe. 

As you ask my advioe - let this be a lesson for you, 

stick to the best teaohings of your Mother and your Mother Country. 

Wherever you may be oultivat.e aoquaintanoe with the bast misaionaries in 

the plaoe. At most stations there are among them men worthy of a pro

fessor's ohair . They seek the highest welf are of the Chineee; and are 

just now dOing more for eduoation t han any other olass of men. Witness 

a University in Shansi put into their hands and a gift from a vioeroy 

of Tls 3000 for making books! You may like Hart and Bredon be able some 

day to help them in their good work. Though for forty years in the 

servioe of the Chinese government I have never lost my interest in mis

sions - as the medium of a spiritual energy required to import a new 

life to China. You are 1 trust not laoking in faith in the spiritual. 

Try not to sink into the indifferenoe of materialism, and may God grant 

you Kis Graoe. The New Year opens fair for my work of reorganisation; 

but we ehall not be ablo to reopen before the month of KaT. 
If you oould come to Poking to learn landarin, aa 

Spinney did , it would ho • great advantag., and I should bl gled to al. 

you again and to give you hint a as to thl dirootion of your atu4io., 

Hoping to hear from .you beforo long, I ro .. in with blat 
be st wishes , Youra ""r, trw." 

I.H.P·Mrt1D:· 
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Kiuki ang, 26 .May,1902. 

My dear Strai ght, 

It was good of you to come in the middle of the night to see 

us and we both appreciated it very much. Yo~ were fortunate in having such 

good company back to the city and I am sure Miss Levering was gl ad,for she sees 

enough,and poss.i oly more than enough of rraser in Chinkiang,but this is merely 

a guess on my part . We arrived here all right on the 20th,and I took over from 

Walsham yesterday . It has been hot ever since we came and so far as I can make 

out,there is not li kely to be much of a let up in the heat till the last week 

in Au gust. However the residents here seem well and cheerful as a rule,and I 

do not thlnk the 3 months ' heat here can be so try ing as the 9 months ' summer ~as 

in Canton,and we l i ved through two of them. 

How are your eyes? I hope you won't be foolish and do them lasting injury 

in your natural desire to get some' more book knowledge to your credit. Let me 

~ how the examination goes off and what the 1.G .d ecid,es to do with you all. 

--

The Willard Straight Papers at Cornell University 
I 

, 



Palen. wrote me 01 his sudden change of plans . I shall hope to see him 

some day whe n at home on leave and forced to go South i n search of warmer ~ 

weather and certainly hope to find him flourishing like a"green bay tree ", if 

IOU know how that is ,1 ' m sure I don ' t. • 
Gi ve my ki ndest regards to the liartins please. I hope tll&t they enjoyed Miss 

Leverin. 's visit and that Miss L. had a good time,but I do n' t believe s~e bad , 

as good a time as she woulA bave bad if sbe bad gone up wi tp my wife,for sbe 1; 

was tbere at the wrong end of tbe week for one thing . 

Mrs . Sp i nney joins me in all good wi shes . 

Yours very truly, , 

• 
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o .. ICC _ , II TO I . ..... • TO • • • • • ...,,_. __ •• TO • • 

THE BUSINESS MEN 'S ASSOCIATION 
OF ITHACA, NEW YORK. 

O. W. BURDICK. PIIES-O£NT. 

GEORGE S MALL, VICE-PII£8IDENT. 

EDWIN GILLETTE, TIIE,t.IUAEA. 

C. C. PLATT, SECAET...,''t. 

D. W. IUADtCII , 
C. C. PI. ... TT, 
O. L. DUN, 
QED. ' ''''''Ll, 

E.XECUTIVE OO~fM:rI'TEE. 

J ... AED T. HEWMAtI, 
J0\CD8 AOTHSCHILD, 
M. £. C"'lIUMI, 

CH,u, E. TUMAN, 
EOWIN DlLLlTTl, 
o...VlD AOE, JA. 

PROF. DUNCAN C. LEE, 
PAOf'. J. w. JIEHKt, 
8f.HJ. AICH. 

Ofllc. 01 C,.dlt Ind Collec:tJon Deplrtment-WIIgI.II Bulldlnll, Slcond Floo,. 

II"aca, N. Y , T Lu......... t. ~-190~ 

Vv-~ ~/zwi;; /;::L_ 

Dear Sir: ~--t.J-
Your acanmlwt'11t ~ L ~ @ c~ 

Cor ' , .. _ J 
amOlutlz'"g 10 .$ - I /111. $ __ Tolal $ 3 ~.J "" 

liaS beell placed wz'llt IIIe BUS£,teSS Me11's Associaliolt for col/ee-

11011 O1ld selllelllelll. Very llilldly gt've £1 your prompt allellltlJll. 

Yours Irul;', 

4-£~ 
Are,,1 CoIkcliD1I uti Credlt /kpl. 

SMJ"tI F100f", WI/gltS BlIlttli"Z, 
SS uti Jl Eost $laic Slrut. Cor. Tioga Slrnl. 

.... ICI_ ' .. TO" ..... ' TOI • • • • 

THE BUSINESS MEN 'S ASSOCIATION 
OF ITHAC A, NEW YORK. 

O. W . BUROICK, PAUlDEJoiT. 

GEORGe SMALL, VICE.PAE8IO£JoIT, 

EDWIN GI LLETTE, TAO-SUA!.II . 

C . C. PLATT, SECAET"'A't. 

D. W. BUADICK, 
C. C. PLATT, 
O. L. DIE"H. 
QED. $.M"lL, 

gX .,::OOTI \."l!l OOM")fl'rrEE. 

J ... UD T. NEW",.,.., 
JM:Oe ROTHSCHilD, 
M. E. C"lKINI , 

CH"'. E. TAE",...,.., 
EDWIN GILLETTE, 
DA.VlD AOE, JA. 

PAOf'. DUNw.H C. LEI, 
PROf:. J. W. JENK!I, 
BEMJ. RICH. 

Office 01 Credit .nd Collection Oep.rtment- Wilgu. Building, Slcond Floor. 

M 

. ItImca, N. y,_1 L<..v..<... I ~-190 
ce~1L l.. 

Dear S,y: 

Yoltr accouIII WZ'tll ~ Q ~ ~ . (,.".,-
. /...- 14 ~l 

a11loIlJtII'IIO' 10 $ .,)' ===-;-;/7ii1 $ ..,. .(_ ,.\.J • ._ , " . , ,olal $->L -l. 

/tas bee'l placed with the Busl'lIess jJ,f'm's Associatz(J11 for collet

Illm 41ld sellle1llt1lt. Very killdly give il yoltr prompt allelltioll. 

Yours Inl/y, 

~1 .~ 

_ .. _--
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U ..... ,. 

Dear S~ratght : 

If tree, pl ..... co_ t. UllDer at o1sJ1t tht. n.al., _ ... 

fill a ?a.ant ohair. 

Youn 811100roq. 

R.IIart . 

PrU.,. 
. 

If 71111 are Illrt free, kind17 ask Riohar4aOll or D1lpro. to 

oome 11l8teal. No SIls.or roquire4. 

Dear 1Ir . Strs l ght : 

1- 3-0 .\. 

Uulrt ••• 

11111 7" giTo .. tu ploa.vo of 70ur 'omp&a7 to UnDor 

tomorrow, Thursa.S7 tboe nh. at olght 0'010011:, 11 not othors1.o ollgBgot . 

Youra 81n.ore17 . 
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-.No¥! ......... t, JI,Mo ~~rloUJ ~. • ,,-,,,,~,,_ y4lai .... u.a ,loll..,.. 
0' 'Wb -.-... ~~~.~I~A.rQW i-~ N ~"'~III ""'~a~" ~ tho 

dlMel In 

t4>~ ~'lo 'tIlI~ ~lP"'" I¥t ~"'toferW ~_'.""'~"''''''AJI1tMt.Ak to. 

you by I ta 11 ana ~"..w.AN'_ '!!l'l! -'J ~q,1A til "11* "II~I ~ IId1.a '" ""'" ~"J"~:>l.Alt 

'ud'>""'~ ~ .y~1o!. CIo1!A!\lwI,.#aJcMl,j.Mi ~ IY'¥\J"I."~ """<tll~ , ... wll'[fro. 

- GPNe"IWu~' IWHr'IIN~ S~ dItt ......... ~ Wlf.I~"AWw"IA-""~'" h • 

• ~ fW10 ~"'18tW1" ft~~t>~o.tluw.. ~W RJthJt> ~1IiIh __ Jfor 

hI t WtfC!!h#~,H1u~"""~1!l ~.,.jMu ~"Jt"'_:' IIII"'eldfI~" IfbMis 

II. £elIr tPMIiI'~tJ> ~ ,MAf "C!IIo""III,,""""~1M:r;¥1II'JiITMI ~ "'" ~1IflId\<>_ lftIh 

h oru, I ON I, MARt t,p I,i\t AI' MII$ '" ~ IIII1'-MIIil ~ _eIl_ ~.,., Lbt 'Is M,.lj,._,.I:J. C. 

1.J'W. ,,1tl J'N",~r ~~'It~W~ lWNetttIl.loltiJW(l¥"~~o.llM"' ... _ 
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r ... ~..,.,. '14\11 .. \iMJ"I-liJit b ... boo. quick .ork lor you to g.f~to ... 01 

Irllnd.hlp .ltb thn. IIh.t • nl l bt you .u.t h ... bad .hon ~.]~ ..... ~ ..,t In 

. 
~ 'W~JiiII*"If!~'Y cf\lI~ ,,,,""'t I ~ ~ nfJII<g l'loifill dIf''I<W ol'MIoI iblrat 

~M,p'lfoftWiyI~ ,.. "f'oll~ltII ("" -<h.lfl'JY\d_Wlo_"~" an .. IIAI I '(J UOt 

' 0' lfllw W h ir ~jt'Phf1 dIf'"fou 1e\~ ~1 """ "",1I'iDIII>iJig' .. ')I. b1e 'fA"rIA "~bu\ 

. ~ 'IoIIilh"tIoIoAlll rli!olft. n~,lM.t f!'!l'18 Iil'\ ",)¥ I"'"t.~ t'O' ww'IAHl a'~~lo~ 

.0 _ nIIlI ~ ~ ","Ill'(!e IDI IK¥ iJrWob c~i~ 'rd\l'Wr ...... N;''I>~ .... ~ • 

_11 ~.IJIiI'" l1li "' ...... ., bo ~lI&O-' ~""';ft! 'YoIJI ,", 1 ' dIP ..w ~ It 

d _'¥I>~ Wi".... .. ~ 'WIliIR .wtI ~b""'li1l rir> blldl< ~ -tW"'Wl'O ·At1 .11 
J 

. :lola.<lIIIcawJt' ,.... .... PIMI "'<b.~~lIIIl lAl t <k W)ls ¥l""'~ ~"1G'P 1m» 

__ <liAldl1kIll '~tAIl<~1MP1J tt~j ...w rio li'1t'h a\l .". .. 'W1>Ji\il . W\ot 

,.-,to .... lUItII .. ~~ ~<ft .. ,")t~ "'~i'lbj: ~.'W!""'J.Mtlyl~ t\' •• 

_ "'.,\_ ...... """' ..... 'l~ .. ~ ...... .,., «l~ ItIWIotl .... w.. .. 

'¥'tI .. .,u .... -~ __ lib _ ....... ~ .. _ lI .... "._l .... Io' .. ' III .. d 

bull... upon 

up •• and .ad. t. 1 •• 1 ... 11 or .a. t.ld to •• ut ·up. You oa.'t •• 11 u.d.rtat. t. 
d lId - (1/-'0 - 0"') ••• , t u .t l t u.dl woo. Il l w u.t ., •• • dt .'11 UOt '.- n •• dt bol t it • • • ~t 

dl.clpll •• or .orr.ot tb ..... 11 .f .... nl .ee older than ,eun~ .Dat , ... Nn 
odl 01 11 1. u. t to rt t b.d od l bOIl 01 I •• tt ......... ( • •• Iout.dl , .,, 
do tb •• , .od by ,our . xampl •• aad If ,OU •• ,.r .p,". to take afty l.f .... 1 I • 

... u t ... onud 0 1 b. d .. d bo o, .' 01 dou. boll .111 ."ot 10 totuo. t , .. l bto 
tb.lr D •• t, talk and ol.ar out .t tb. a.rll •• t poe.lbl •• o ••• t ... a It , •••• 

ee •• ~ ftt ••• t _otl •• a', q1uI bnc .~oo d. l uo.b l d .aol t'l 01 bnuo~ .ta UOt Juo 
outng •• u •• you .111 liad th.t tb.y .111 e ndually 1I.1t t ••• tuff. I ... urprl 

RoIII I .. I.u ... . Iodt nl non 11 • • 1 .d •• bool.l tIYI ... q bo •• qoeq b ... , 10 
.d that 111 •• r .hould b. a p.rty t ••• y .uoh .11 ••••••• ,ou d •• orlb •• ,. t •• 

011 .. nl 0 .It ••••• b iI Jn ... q . • t . M II b ... It. I., .a.I ... q lui ... dJ .. dl 
h •• d 01 tb • • •••• h •• ueht t. t.k •• prld. I. b.,lae tblng' , 0 rl gbt •• ad •• b •• d 

~n ... II. ·. 1. bna , oldlt,.ft 10)'01 no ow b ..... bot ... ollulo ... boo , It 10 ~ 
01 tb ••••• j'OU oa •• It h p.rl •• t proprl.ty dl.cu •• tb. qu •• tlon .1 h bl •• ad 

bn. 0 • • t l • • o t .o •• t. n.m 10 .bn l. I I. dtl • • ;1 11 •• 1 t... ..... I 
.u •••• t tb. d •• lr.bllli y 01 r.lor • ••• nd.11 b. I •• d.o •• t .h.p ID oth.r •• , •• b. 

, bJo I,.,t •• 1 •• , I • • I . toted bJ,ow adt 10 • •• a~Ql. edt JUG & d~ua _ ••• 
• ould •• t te ll tb. other l.ll ••• 01 blo tal k .lth you or ntbor 01 y.ur talk _. 

'uo 0' n.dl bn ••• olq 1 •• 11 odt nl t ... onl . 1 oonoid •• ' .odt.l • ot j _l wo 
with hi.. Lo~. I •• vory ablo 10110 •• nd h.d r.ool.od vory ,.od r.p-.t. to 
ori t od • •• • w ot t 1 ••• ot 10.1 odt ~nl. ub lId nloL ot ~u~o. J 0' .n. - 01 ' £0 
tho I.C.lrom .on Ilko Oro. and lorao boloro ho h.d an, troublo In ~ bol.and AI 

-nO G edt d 1_ d~u. I •• bn~ I & t~ 101 I t I I. I . latlqaod • 10 • 1.do nt ••• 
I undouhnd It . tho troubl. at flut . as Dot . ith .. ,.rd to a I.dy but bo .. u.o 

ed.t be t a.u l l.,,1 cd. e J ftebul. I.olb.1I 10 11..1.un • 1 . ' • baa .,llblol I UI;,.lhv 
tbe French Con.ul,an awCul brute apparently,tri.d to InCore. the oo •• orlptlon 

tl'll I S J eIU'~~J 8 'l1 10 d::w all:l nl il ,&.d J: ,{J .1010 bevll bn.c aO' 1 laUqlod 
la. on Lob •• and throatonod to .ond hi . to Tonkin to do hi •• 111t.ry .or.le •• 

oj t •• oo IstU dGUG tn1&Il , tad ' ••• 11vln Idt bn.l •• lo '1IUI I.tou a''I.dl,l 
In tb. ond I bollovo tho Con.ul ••• Jo.lou. 01 L ••• ho ••• • f otbor •• n .ho 

bid II ria l . I Jud t o. 0. 0. nl t l bo.lv.ua I .0111 dl '01 ,1 . I uot OJ''.'' ad' 
pai d hlo . 11. any .lYllltI ••• b.t ..... for b. t ... tld hor .boaln.bly •• o.rdlnlt 

10 etll. ,{aI '" I nJ 10 IOn.ltl0n t ttl antlll l' &tlO 1 . nol t aJ 101. at lltO O ton 
to tho account. I havo board. Tbo d.ol.lon 01 tb. bleh .uthorltlo ••••• g.ln.t 

.I dl 10 omo. nlll03 tuo~ll. bl.o • • d' • • od lonn.~ Od. lu8 •• otl. 'dt .111 
tbo COD.ul In tho •• ttor 01 L.b •• ' I llltar, •• r'lo •••• ~ tbln, ...... 0 uDplo •• -

J.ttt oot. oj ",o'l q oj eORaheqAt t. 10 uOl U.' J .1.'.1 10 t.nool • belwOlui 
ant 10 tbo port that L •••• tr ••• l.rrod. 10. L ... , b •• o ba.a •••• ul ob.p and 

boo a ~O l tn ••• ts .~.dJ JadJ at ••• t.I~.b oj aldJ bna,JJ. au 01 ' .. 00 JA 
broko. up tbe po.oo .1 a la.lly.but I do Dot b.ll •• o It,lt •• y ba that bo ••• 

I 
UU '0 li lod. hd odt bl. '" til ... n •• a I.dl bn. l>lto. ,dt rl 04 ,Mt 
oDly vary polito .nd frloD_ly to • I.d, .boa ~ •••• ,olnl ,,.. 04 bad , ... ,our 

.. tH . {odl todl ,nlo. H ult. odt.ot toM. ,a toa HA. J'''l 'H' 
U9u I' !rul hi 10 '1 " l1ar -"'I Doa t balloyo tbo .on aD_, r t U. c III bnl11 tuO II. U.2 10 aIlI •• alalJ tlo o) 110a ., 

I ,.o,1t "fill" 11& · i.Uai t l.l~"l ..... 81 fl. ' ... " "..... ... 4111" 0. 
nl , nfdul I~ \"'no ... iT n ih _"I .iii! UO( I ' ' 'J.rr .od.. 01 ba iiJai 

.t:ly~t l·~~l ' 6&ld {1 nt ~t l'.·ix~i.~"I.·IIlf4I' ''''1&6 '~I .... ' ,ow, 
., \ . no".' , .. , 

,. "'I~ .• "t ".Itt't"h ,l'MOI .... , .. ,,-., ,. ... t VO~~ .......... la 

••• 
. t utI Ituof. 1''' '' ' Jo. tUbnlA baUdU tuo dUll .modl 10 ... ",... I 
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Ji.hth":; IL , .. j'/hoO 1/01 . 1U Jud. at blot I&W 1 0 1 '.11 h.} oj 'b. Dna ao.}u 

tb. w.r\d,a~ tb. lo~.r ,ou 11 •• tb. aor. you will know about It,but I '.rlt 
LoOt Jud, Jel1L1ot netU ,.bIa 1"1'. ,.,., •• 10 a l .,ocr Idt 101' , 00) t o 'lIlJ~J:I.ID 

btl I.'. tbatual •• 1 Y.U aak. I •• tt.rt to tlnd tb. bid tbat ,ou will In t~. 
01 I .. ,oln l ~ • •• ~.I 01 "oqql ,. ... UO\ II b ... . l q ... . . t u.t td boo" .dl ob 

.rdlnary oour •• 01 your III. lind auob oor. good tbaa bid In bURIn nature, "0, II nedw / •• 0. olo l •• oq /, II, •• edl /1 /uo . 101. bOI ~ I . , t ••• n ,Iodl 
but ,ou .r. b.uad to ,.t 10 •• bldo.ue .h.okl .nd lurprllol Iro. tla. In ..... 

-al, q,ua " , I '. 11uh .dt 11011 tlI.ubu J IIlw ~ od ' t&t1/ boll IIlw UOl.'UOO ., / uo 
of &ood p.opl. and p ••• lbly frl.ndl who go all wrong In tb.lr •• xual r.latl.l 

0 41 IA • • I,o .. b UOt II ..... lI. doue t OO 0 tl. l q I .d blu.d • • n III tadl be 

Wbo. tbo anl •• 1 pa •• lonl gat Itlrr.d •• thoy appa •• ntly do •••• tla •• In 'PI. 
b .. d .. bnc.ld, I, oJ , nlM , .Iud "I oblt q I ••• , 01 Idll UO . d . ..... dl 10 baod 

of .11 good ,ololutlonl,go.d .. n and •••• n I •• g.t o.orytblng and ,0 all •• on, 
b ••• I d dB!. noll~t.u? dl .. u>llb ttol t.qo, q lool, oq dllw no. UOt " .... ed. 10 

I bocame •• ry f •• llia •• Ith all klndl 01 men at a .e.y •• rly ago and 
. d,lt • • ,.nlo nl q .~Q Jneolb a It .ri 11.bn. t • • lo1., 10 t JIIld.,1 •• b adj J" 4.U1 

knew .uch about the wlckn ••• or tbe world betore I ••• t .. llTe year. old. 
n lIb l ' UOt 10 ,odtlt to UO { dtl w . 111 l id 10 &WoJl.l ttdlo IIfI I .1 Ion bluo. 

owing to 8y fath.r'. ablono. In tho a .. y In tho fl.lt plao. and th.n to our 
ot Il1a q., bo0 3 t tt. t n llOot b.rt bn. wol .. l .Id. ~,. •• II .. 3 oJ . o ld rlI/W 

havlDi gOD. to ('okuk to Join hi_ during tho lalt y •• r of tho .a.,wh.r. b. 
'" tn •• lo d~l~ nl el Juo,1 ~n . bId .d .,olld •• 'o~ bn • • 01Q I AII n ••• otl.~ . I .rt l 

I wal In cha.ge 01 a hOlpltal. I .a. bi g for my age and wa. much with tho oon
'.us:) t 1 ",Ij lbd , o j btc»el d Jtw Jon a .e. 'Inll ,. al uLo1' .rll t H bnaJnebnu 1 

val •• cent loldier. and a large number of medical .tudents who fr.quented tb. 
no l t1 11 0lnoo ed t 8010 1n8 at b tlt , ~ lJn"Aqq, .JU1J Iulw& n~.l u lnoO ~~n.t1 ed J 

hOlpltal wards and lived cIa •• byrthel. men made much oC me beeau •• I wal my 
. eolv l" tl.J l It ~ .1 o ~ o j nt~no T oj ~ ld bal . oj ben9 J. e,dJ bn •• eJ,J no •• 1 , 

lather'. boy,t luppo •• ,and the r •• ult •• 1 that 1 l •• rnt auah tbat co ••• to 
0,1 .. n • • te l t o 10 ee. ed I • • J 10 ,ua1..e t ••• lueno') ent I,eUed l one tol nl 

tho n.rag. youth later In IIf •• I .urv ... d It In IOU way but I dlh It bad 
l ft'tb'lo :)06 t l .... &nl ll ods l l r' b.I ~'1 t ed 1 01 ." '8~.ld • • 81itlhlo , n .. ,II" l I d gt&" 

not caee to me for tb. lon,.r on. f ••• ln. 1n i gnorano. oC tb •••• a1 aid. or 
l aftl •• I • • • ,III'odlu. "l i d .dl 10 notllo.b .dT .b, £on e.~rt I .'nuoooa . rt l ot 

1110 tho b.tter.But on. cannot b. an tbe world without ,.ttln, 10 •• of tbll 
olqnu 01 •••• • ~n l dl bn • ••• lyl •• t •• ,III. ' •• ~ .J 0 ,.1, ••• nt nl luaaoJ odt 

knowl.d i ' .oon.r or later. I tell you 01 ay .xp.rl.no. to pro,. to lOU tbat 
bna ado Jul •• n. need ITlrt t .. . l woW .blttellnatl ., • . J lanJ 110q edJ ftJ Jna 

It ooa.1 to UI all,and tb.n to daolare again that tb.r •• ra .anl .ora ,ood 
ISW ed I.rit .d t .. It" I . .. II.d to. ob I lu .tllul • 10 o •• eq a"d/ , qu IfI~01 d 

I 
t.au bad In tb • • orld and tbat w. oaft ... 11, a'aid tho bad wboll, or aak. 

'UOt .I.tl Ij beI5 •• 1 ·nl.~ ' .0 .d .od. t bll • 0 1 t l_nel,l bol ./Ifoq {,. J tI n. 

tb •• I." f •• 1 tbat •• a .... t 11a~at~.tl.,tb. r.ault b ••• , tbat tb.y .Itbe. 
, ,o a~ :td {~: t~O :o::' ~:a:~:I:Io~£~t.t.I°i.f"':r.' :~~·f'liAdlg.B I ~'la8l'ufl', 

• o}litb" IIf j!o"e.."'df."'t '.e ....... I~llt l~lfo l.t'lr'-I.l!Jva-t~, I 
l.taM.d to be .h •• I b.,... f lou- Iii ... ")'tli ng Ii "1 •• ,. I 6b]l1l la 

m ~I",I.~ iliA A& I"'" flPtn,·.rUp"uaitl Urn"b1Al' UUt. t!t::" 
,.ur l.tt.n. fI " " 

0/ • • 01 ....... ..." .. ' 10" , ...... '-1.,., ... , ..... y ... 4.ns .... &. ,,,,.1.111 ,. 
lawl., oae 01 tb... ..t~ our united klnd •• t r.,a~' 'a , 'oun trul" 

.~ I ~~f: _v ~ 
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, 
. j dea r Stri.l fht~ 

f 

. I 

• 

1 I, 

t " '1 O~ 0 • r • 

'. Yo~ rJ leh .. of t t . 2t!t f,1 In ."It'll Just arrlve1! 'and",.lt;' ouEh 

, 1 t I s a li t,e or .~. ll t h lng~ 1.1 th Io e '1 • th~' t at'ier' of 'i al, bo'r1'lo. pO"'denc~ 

• lalll y II t ho rush of hO' annual 'lfo!" .. s~ 'bv,.,t and' I cou\'d' p a a tebtl on 
~ 

t o ml; n lentls' agaln, but 'I musl .n"s"e some- part of 'tblot' lett 't"~ ' I ... .,; wrlt 
J 

n a f \De 1Jay of 

• r e'lloVlng' t he' mbnot 'on)' Ofl IIf'e'1 n' t'tI. Ea~ t,vI't"'.'h¥ 'tab ' d' bhth's or ' year 

< .( 

In 't he U.S.A.on ~\'ll pat and 'e, pon. b. 1 pai d nb .. ' Iso ~h .t yoU w.~ 'o vlerently 

.0)1 read In y~ ,.'b I Ll . and hatt fj{j ht l h't he .t-at lm. t .. ~ts\i· a nd'y.,t5\,'i l"l ro

c-el •• 'kn~ck 'a'lld 'l.t shd 1 t':<f 'o? en"ed unto! yo"u" . ~t 'you' ~'it.' 'no 'ln1 'ital~e' ln 

t hInking "t b at I had any 'lnlluenc-. that c\'u'ld hell' youl ' lh th.t ' S'ch ·. 1rl. a d 

~01,-n .r I n t h inking t hat',!! I ha ,I . 0J l d' hav'. used 'i • I gat'll r' !"row)ou r 
• • 

' I'ette'r t hat you· t hought ·that Carl I s th'o .. an alread y' sel ected tly t hl! 1. 0 .for 

tOf t h~e post o f he~d of t he comm ls s1o n', but 'J ~ca-n't' make out wb,'e"thetr: bu .Iere 
- l 
- + J' III 1 I! 1" , ,. t t ! J 1. "' d.,) IJ NO onl ) repeating guesses of tne Peking staI! or whether you bad some real and 

I 1 tp<> i lt-l ve inr'd'rmat'I'f'n . 'A; . uln ln't; t ha1' Garl fs t o 'g o,1 'can as ~lI l-tj ' yotl' t rt he 

• 

ontu'ro t o' .-utl:el<t· to 
'\ . 
th'e 't-.C ,thitt any'}:>ffl l c'ifh Jr IUn 

shou(d i:f0' ien t ' .,tlth him and t'tio f. C' •• oul a ."ot '1>. IH:.I,. (0 pay any altontlon 

'to Irt. st,'GI{.'\tlon If he made one. If tho appolntlDent re.ted wl'tb lIIe ,l (011 

• t ,. 
)'OU r rank th t" . ould not i ln I to you)!or ydu have been out on 1'/ ash'; 

(! itte ilDd to g1 Va you -any sucb a"s13nt"as th-at wcruld Le 1urutd be un-r.t t to 

olde r ~.n .. ho have served tilth!ully atid dJu'rfo -p lums II any'ai. drOpPIng . 

lror.",i.r II ...... -..1 r.olng t'o .tay Ib the ·"nvICIe,r don" t bOD'oI'stly1blnk .uoh 

• an 
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an apppln~iD.nt ~0!llrd be ~I g ood [or you in the end as to remain rl r bt where 

ou are as lon as } OU can. Of course the I.C.may want to send a . lilJ.n wit h (". 
., '1'" 

he will have 'onceived 

• 
, Datll1ng, to, do, ut" g r' :!, a nd. .be,.. 1~'~,pon.cIDu. tha 1 t wa s an honoor __ iT "" r-T" J). 1"' r 

bWt ,,!-.PPD you , '11'1" ou,;l1 1., Constdor!qg tut h. has, marl~ ['0'" riounc..,ent yet r ~ ... .LJ II " - ~ .4" 

I ' 10 In e sorY ~e af 'l;i'l t {l O ,Domm ls.Jo9n ~o ,pro p~r. 1)10 1 ollecfl o." In CJt1 a .for 

1- It 
t oEx,Il,lbf.Hpn whl,oh Ijas/.;>,1 U ) J s> tp,Peded .r.tpfA" the ,na ml ng.p f t ~ . ~an or , ' • J • 

"~n '1' Q- (Jt 0 o. xh ~ '-t on. 1 i'm. ~ n c lJn.d to p o'll' t ~h et h . rtN , pas g.1 '!.p out 10 

"., h"I., e. Wn, fq,z, tbo Jo.b, ,u,t,j f yo !\!l,e!, />,. t ~ett} .J 11' pow ,t.o cf'..m! to 

, t.l' lettv 'l:l' IC hf s draw,n ,for~ b t ~ , e ffJl slon. au 'IJ"', jl.av .• . gat (tef e,d1 L om 

_. , n,at I h av.e Wl;1 tten abo •• , t)lf'/- I t h~n yo • J\ ld be, fopUsh ,to a for a , , 

I t ra"l' ler frY "J!',ek l ng . ! ,~ou .. , sta \!'~¥ t ega/ din g 1I,.u r f'!,o.ple ato,home, ,I~ de

li ghtfu lly, va.P.Uf>.ry co",.rs. I,t }s n0Jlf' _pf my .pusl!'e .. exc.""t In so fa! ps you 

, .. ,c o;n! d ft ,1 me. u,t II cannqt ... und8l sta np, J .x:P~ YPs.ur le t t't,rl ~PietPe,rt JIOu rJ"", w er' S 

o~"Y' t1 'td '!P ,by t h e ~e ... t h oJ thp "I'nt o.r ho.., •• !>e n J t, wV 1 p!" !' ,\VI'p. ',how 

b • p.o. 

p,e"rt.h. ,011 ,tp 0, one aunt, :UL,t ,t¥. o\ller Ip 1'-'!.ch .,t raj \,en,p p,} r N taDf.' ,or 

lAu ~ha J Oj woul <\ have to do Jol, either t he ... Sister or aunt to ea.e t hel eit_ 
t .J 1'1 (" \ J ,6,t, .. r ... " J J 

, thlt "U ou&bt to ! ,. ".it tbpm ,.eJl. f lc;.Q. a mO.ntb. or wyeth.or o,n hall of ,that 
~ "" l ,I. 

o I a.,m,0un , w0u.J d do any g,0od . l pu ... ~e .18, ve'if tx:y;ue aq 

1 I • a~ l,f owII on paper and the" se. whue yo,u haY,,: b .en . 'jty,v~a~t Nld ~lbeto It 

t ,\~lti. be possi b le to ,eoon"'I""" Y"I' ban qF •• r told ~ what yp'!.r. ...... .F0sts 

yo". It Is a shame and a h.,r<tsW If you,.re In "r m .• ~s ~lI!, c~ps w~~ ofor 

t"l" l"a)'e o! cut .t.lng .. bl j;".,.&th"Nltertaltl li ke tbe l.,c. ~d t"e, lI~n"-ter. , 

expect 

, 

--

t • 1 
e.(pec{ you to bear yoar "" share In 1 

£1-' - t'J) 

t • ,) 
you should 

l. 

,. J"T , 4 t ,101 
not stand It. There Is onl y one t b lng 

tl:)' t. 0.'1 , I); "I J .. 
t a ngrele In you letter that I can 

t 
.p.ak 

"" 0 'I "I • t, Ln 
df with convlct!on and that Is,lf you 

J ~ t1 • e J t t ,1 ,. 
are in need ot money and teel ht you 

• f) I)" 1. Ii' '" ,. 011 8 t, ,.,~ Jl e: l dj I, .t ' J 
ou..,h t to out you r expendi ture to the loweat point ,you Ihould gi ve \lp t~e e raac 
' ldl IT_V· ,,10.1"1 tCl a l'.1 t )_OJ1' 
so er and get your praotioe la speaking by going amonGst the french people 

.• b~ Yl f. 1 l k ·1t .c 1 l IlL t OJ .. 0 • ~ ) • ,Ie". "'(.0 tu 
can tap ... · English and 'tal k wit h them orten:your kno~led ge of the g rammar 

,,~ ,t W')t! ft~n6 .l ' fo" LI ( -:01. J t.,t at .. ,1 (J.' .1 . 1.1 11. lu ...J . trs c ooa and all you need is p ractioe in s peaking and that an y one can 1:e1 in 

a t t n u bevll1\ a ,. W 'I n.c 1 ..;I • ., I ' n.l~ J Ott •• 1 11 w", H ... 
Pekin" . It really •• e .. to we tbat you ou ght to b . a lo l . to save moro thaD '60 

erf t '115 J,.. tt ·nlliv .c '1 fJtb1 5tJ" "1101 J ton 1 00.,.11 c. 0 bio LIn •• '(' 
~ mont h e l en i f your mess btll is bi &,!! you feel that you mUlt do It,tor you 

0 1 j ,., ') rt J.}''Y Ian •• blll""lI' n ;J et J fa , 11 II oT . 1 1.'.1 
( ) "-I e out prett y wel ,l supp lied with olothes and you have no dlUbt bought SOl. 

u, 1 t J lIO bnll b lU0l11 IO{ t.n ; at " • 1 nllfo . J ~j ... lj It1 uo 1t 11 Oi. 
~ ore since you arrlved , so you ou&ht to be ab le to run on (or ayear or '0 wi~ 

u .. t o{. 11 bna ~.(\ ~ ~ ,1 1 1 o~ . ttl.,. 1 Jo R. , C' Q:D ,,~e tJ. Jon '".Ii .. 
out an y expenditure ot consequence in t hat line.What else is ther4' YOU don't 

t5n 1 .. ,/,:-; 
Lel ong 

111 t,J b:,. Ht't'llil 1) 1 i.l'ltq ,81& L10 

to t he Club a nd you have t herefore 
n ,I t ,,, .811, ~~ Jl 1.4 :A I. J 
onl y your boy,teacher Ana A tew au. 

~l 

,..t,f ." b",.. Y,;w-= '1" 

d ries every mont h . 
.... t~ .. f ~"'1 1 t }f" fh ' 

at half t he su m or 

"'IjJf'. ,)'" nt 10' 
If you have an 8 or 10 

t 'n 
tael 

(' 'f'~ ;&1 !If J;.r, .. 1 101 
boy,sack blm and take youngat. 

tlon& 8 Co "'iJ;JIl ., "'n' '''e'! elO .. :i n t'l III!' ... , j t oJJ 
less:he won't know how to do anyt h ing at tirst,but youoan 

t 8 ... t..., CI "11'; 1 1 'IlJ 01,) "'IS:)·O 01 e!1 ,0w.tO &. hJ ....... 

show h i m and do sO loe things tor you rself just as ( we both had to "hen •• w.re JJU bn t l It ..... O "'1 J.. I b • .Ii,. ,. ,J10 , . J tel'" Itl.' "i)i( t IIJn ... b, II 
y s and youn g man at college. It the real rub is the ~ me8s 'And thtre ie no ~ 
I{" V "8~IIJ (11 ITIO ott. • ..... lll •• 11 

of reducin g t he e.."pense t bere ,.l wh lch ought not to be more than the British 
-tUOri " j .1i n.c nl"l Jo '10 .,t 1 Ion I '!,tJTf\, 1 I rrla I It •• o .. w 

10 

s tudents are pa y1ng ,t hen you have the r1 ~ht to go straight to the I.e.and ttl 
o t "'loO ). Ii Lf n t '·11' . 2$ , t I' ~ 0 t • & 

him In a perlectly frank way how you ar. fixed And that you Und It bard to. 

t he 
I 

t ... Q1' t 11 ,b ... '1 • f)I J.u .. td''!6 • Ii 1.1 1 ... 0\. 

pace ot the mess a'nd that you would like to 11Te el ••• here if there .. 

• 1 .0 , " I •• " b 11' !.. n J t t,. J 
any house where you could IJve,lo a. to &yoid the expenae attach!.g to t_. ... 

.. t it 'l 1"1 j !"' ~ 10. _ t to I j l' 0 1 ~1'1t; .... ll lJ nDJ 

tainln, done by the ~ess ,etc. or cours. It you tind on IDqul rs tbat other 
- 1)'1 I? .. 1 0 ..>1'.11 "'iJa .,ttt 'i , :.., . 1\11 

do and that there t. no txtra.agaDoe ta your 
o t on .. I • , . .. 11 •• 

~e.se8_ all pay as .ucb a. you 

.. 1 .''1 i 1 '" 
own,it would not do to alk .uch a thlDg or tho '.C.!or you would Dot hay. a 

5 0 I') • • t ... 1 ~ .. , 1 I I .-
ca •• ,and then you would havt to bAr. a cook,ooolle,boy,and Jour Ialt elld .oull 

b. 
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~e ~qrs. than your , l1fst. When I .~y )ou have a r!gH to &0 to the I.C.about 

the .~tter It there seems no way for you to avoid stupid extravaga nce In the , , 't j ... t;" 1 ~ J ') 1 . tIt t 

mea •• 1 mean that It would be a ri ght and tao tJ e r thing for you to do and that 
r" J I ...., 0 II" 1"1 1'. t 0 n~' :10 ", It 1 0 

be OUi ht to I y ~pathlze with 30U under the ci rcu mstances and hel p you out by 
1~ u J e O .l! J t t [ J ' J I.; 

aUowin, you to 11\'8 with 8 0me one a1s8 who 11ve llIo re quIetly and cheapl • 
"I flO I .. + no t .. '" f'): ;) '" t 15 1 l . 

Eut don"t ."en think any more a. bout asking for a transfer unless ;vqur money . 
~" !I I C' ~ " " J " 1('1 ~ I t t ,,«. • e " 1;,) 0 •. 

aftalrs are really in a des{.I era.te state,for you have a chance now to b'1tc~ f; 
I t" r,. r 1 l '1' ,J 1.6 \) I 

• 
well known b) th e I.e.and I can't Ilk/ember any man who ever served under h is 

.J " ill t '" I .. 0 J • i ,~ . ! tlJ e~ 1 . . . 'i 

eye and dId good work wh o did not get some extraordina ry advan cemen t as the 
11) 1, t t ~ t, n ;. 1 .. 0 1; , t. 1 - 1 1 n'" h A 

res ult. To aaorifloe thIs chance would be a real sacrlf1ce>and you ou ght to 
• 0 1 1J t .d 1''''' j ,1 c: !)~ £ • I'It ,. J. j t b! L' i l ) , j f.t J ~ ( 

.. old It If you ossl bl y can. I!y own Idea Is t hat you should f1nd out If you 
I t o t 1 10 Itt ., l'IO rf,~ () 15 o j t If! 0 0 u'" J"t 0 tl t a 10 .. 

bave not alreaoy done so,what other aesses cost in the place and if you flnri 
ob ,0 . t , .. J:..... ,4 . f ," '~I!~ II e .. i .... !" fI .. 0 

tnat any are ll vi ng cheaper than you are,speak to Wilzer and let hi m know that 
' I I WOO" -: at, 1. A·1 . j b .1 I J d «\ J II 

for i mperative re asons you can't afford to chuck your money away and ask hi m 
"8 11 l'('I .. t b l t 4:)! . ;) 1 JI 0 ~ . 1 . 1 ":( " &Jl l .... 

to put t be mess on a ~ore reasonable soale of expenditure,and tell him tha~ 
., I) ,0 t ' t 1 1 ..,., ., j "I'" " 91 .J e III .1 t 

wuc.b &1 you wou ld l1 he to.J You can't afford to t ear your share of b i g entertain 
" J t o It "l O E: " L 1 0 .a 

tng ,danoes,champagne dinners,etc.,etc.,etc ., and I bel ieve you will find ~_t 
o , .. ~. 1 1 !9 j t . ! I) e . 1.. . 

be wIll L e glad to meet your wishes,for wbile the world generally hat •• a 
Ii tth ) , e of'o Lo n I .d j 'f t. <iii I, j rr a .. 11 10 

Iil lan,miserl j man,it res pects a Ulan who is woddng for others and hal the cour-
I.tbu. ,. te , I .:,. J J,) 1.,,,' '1 M 1,"' J ' e l,!~ 

a.e to deny himse lf pleasures for their s ak el. Try makin g up an account of 
t tlcd 11 t tt } L ... l Ii r l 4'( 0 u Ii .. ,,,) l' .J el1 n .. III! 

~our expenses and see how the y look on paper and see If there are not some of t., .. l ' ytl a 4 tl bill til' LID t t " ". I 1 ... .J , 

t b . ~ tnat you can well get rid of. If tbil home demand on you Is 11kely to 
.. $ J ot ttl , blo,." 01 • .," 1 • 0 ttl o~ (.11' 

continue and is no t Dierely temporary,you bave more or less burned your b ~id g e 
to I .). ~. ·0.J 1 .. J to! t 

(or you would have to pay Uy the allowance }OU recei ved on jotnlng It you re-
I I) 1 .t fill G i .• F 4 

.1.ned at t h is early dateJand th en l OU would have t he beavy expense of getttn 
t(' I .. 1 oJ a 'J t oJ t ( 

hO.'lther.fore you wust have sOllle-thin~ ver) Cine open to }tou to warrant you 
J . • d r 

In 

, 

, 

tot ~ dono ""'. to to U.e trup.a, 

and m:'ke hi '" st iff yc!\i" 

o ' • t hat not "on f o\n 

• 
d ~t " ... et'J· t.up.rl'OT~t1Io ... Vi-AMi '''~14 0 ... t.o ")"" i> ..... u .... ,...,... "f~ 

"!-at and t he I . C. wi i1 kn ow .• lIat yo.o. 'are do1 ..... allollllh ~r .. n mo., ~ tCl,Q.ll" 

tI ... 1>0".,0\11: IIMe.D -14 Uj)!fDo~ to , t/le ~~. You 

/.-' 
y .... tltat> ", .. ~t· at lbl otl<,a .bl h .... o_r._. \II • 

, •• ,.0 1 _ ! ~ no(o Hardlt . .. huri,:tltiOt ol took., .. ,..ep Inter,.\ ~'l If'''r "" • .• ~nd 
~ 

( ) eaftiH OO. l t·&oltnow MG. YOIS . wotk . oot ,06,, tt . o'llelb , u " I ~\lobA.~ J~.'\.' " I u 

"" FIXi anO j~ .y o~ I •• nt . mdr' l .dvlco. abodt . 'bl. , of ~.X I P.~.r , •• t'.r'J~'\ oa, • • ior 

It,for ao vlc. Is cheap for tho g iver and olt bI •• , .ba"'l lt o'aIP'~' l tl Air •• 

• 

-<60n l l obRln! 0'. your fitttr 61 .he ' 2nd altll llad t~a~ l y •• ".ak' a , .. 'tlv • 

1- I( d 'th t you thinK '!1'fi .. :ct.rl. T~l" tH lMHeUHg",rovit 'a .e . u.UI<o. ~I. old 

>I b a ; bl"'ao\nk thlngl: 1t i.o'itls 'tol ~onfll'm' hlle ool l th r ..... rka . ... rlrlat.pa.. ... lfor-

rison made about him. .tt 0 J.BJJl1i 

to r ,.t,'au r 8 ~ rap b-<>Ok: 1 I II Ji't.t't ~ .'ljLt Ntl gill.~P _lap t • .u.e ..... I>U c 

,..tt:' r 
.... 110 1I'n.w 'I.'bI.01uMi,:ab1>Ut tb'o1Ii Oll_.l:IIIt a.. •• ~.-J< ."...,4a>4t.ct,.1 

............ r 

II the, ~ .. y y ou d.~.ntIY.),~ "H' ~.J" Uno .,." ..... 0 WI"'''' attiGI. 
OD 
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• 

1.ntc .... t In tht .. I:..,. t . c"""J<.Y.~'!d> .tl>..-n yo" ~.~ d,Olh·.r4 ,\hot 
.J" 

• 'arl! wo~11J, s..-th.ln&,. 5peal,j nlll ar d~ au oi.t. 11 •• ',," •• l~',y lor ",Y. o'M wh.n 

t¥!,! ,t o 

_"a~ It but t muat 0 .... 

odted' oJ II nl .... · tbe ",.11 IlI r. 1&'d.~ua:t. vX plaia . '".. . 1.). I '" n.! 

.. 
. -

,. 
UpKod.dU H IP,,,quall tea I •• pt,",on lioodcock •• to ••• n~ bne .. etohl . g' IJR,e ( 6 

1011 .. 'a 0; ... 111 toIh •• ~ tI dClp.ll y. snlp., JI'ruI .. att , ttlO tbe U p.l nl 81)1 P"Q~" U tnd 

.....-
• 11 ...... u.Uy ' b\1.~ ~ 1a s •• n •• ~u.nc .... " d til t t uw .. loUPlnj Ih'. UCI , P o~!iII r. !lave mo. 1 

I rl clll. I h.pe . 

" bill Y. :w.:t'tl- , .. ~ " f 
;#7-' -
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(TY?CSCRI?I' copy) 

(Original in possession of Mrs . ~ . P. Andrews , Ithaca . New York) 

~\Y dear Gene . 

Pekinc , China 
Hay 2. 190J 

Thank you very much for your l etter just received. The card 
I am sending herewith and trust that the same will reach you in 
good season. 

Certainly you are tte most ener getic man that ever' wore t hft Badge , 
f or if it hadn't been for your spirit and continual backing I am sure 
that many a brother would be lawng along. not that he wouldn't be 
thinking of it all, but held he careless and not pay much attention. 
However. things should be reasonably safe as long as you're at the 
helm . and I shall look forward to t he t ime when I as a returned 
Bulumnus, I shall t oast you at t he Sphinx Head Board--and. with a big 
bumper of good Schlitz at tho Savage Club. 

Fir~t concernine t he former. I am owing somethine I know_ .. and if 
you ' d send me ~ shinele--3 picture __ bul I forgot I have one of those __ 
l'W shingle anci the account I'll settle up with you and be decent. There's 
s oma sort of a five dollar a year game for the grub that's due too. Let 
me know what it is and 1'll sec if I can squeeze Her Imperial Majesty, 
~ mistress for an extra tael or two. 

I am delighted t o hear of the Savage Club and its most app~opriate 
location . One of these days I am going to send you a Chinaman of s orts 
to hang up i n the old r oom, a fat Buddhist priest I think would be best, 
and you must write Evermann for something as well. That's a gocxl old 
organization and 1'm looldng forward to a leave years hence when I can 
strike the crowd __ including yourself I hope again. 

Yes, I am the unfortunate W. W. Straight whom the _'d fool 
editor put d own as Inspector General of Customs . When I received the 
paper last nieht I was in a horrible funk. I took my life in my haOOs 
and showed the thing t 'o the real Inspector General Sir Robert Hart. 
this morning, thinld.ng it would be better that way, than that S(XT)8 

busy-body should do it for me . Luckily he has a house party on, arrl. 
was in a gOtXi humour. otherwise Il\f young career might have been 
ruined. Many a man has been snowed under for le8s. But i t's all. right 
nOW' for he laughed am. wished me "luck," arxi told me not 'to worry. It 
all came I suppose from rrtY giving fI\Y address as always , Inspectorate 
Oenera~ of Customa __ It ~a6 a narrow squeak, and well out of. 

The life out here is fascinating, especially ~th Manchurian 
dickers and rumours of war. One of the lien t'rom our mess , a RUSSian, 
waS the Commissioner just appointed at Newchang, this nuch discussed 
Tre~ty Port. It I 8 rather good tun to be out where they're mald.ng 
History. 

With kindest regal'da to all--and best wishes for success in all 
your good work. 1 .... _ 

Your. in ~I- fa 
Willard Q. Stra1ght 
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1M pst D/p4 "'~ • .u ",rr:/MM:I ... /tTIIII III, JlllutMr sati ~ ",., iflt tH' 

... /f~,'XM.ii ..., """'. en ,( fHI tJWTtII adrill liS i"'~, 
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The RVulard Straight 

[copy or deteriorating letterbook sheet, approximate transcription] 

I. K. Bernstein 

26 September Ithaca t N.Y. 

Dear Bernie -

Your bill and ~ note vere presented the other day, and the 

account squared . I cannot help reeling that you did not play the game 

in this matter , tor 85 the matter stood, I thought that the account 

vas to run with interest, until such time 85 I could pay it . As for 

~ ultimately doing so, you must r ealize that that certainly would be 

the case. However the matter is settled and the necessary money 

stands t o ~ debit in the bank here . Kindly send me out a statement 

of the balance which now st8nds . 

Yours truly, 

W. D. Straight 
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26 September 

Dear Colonel, [Putnam] 

A letter came from Taylor and Carpenter of Ithaca the other day, 

and they said that up to the present they had not received the some $164. -

which I believe you wrote were due me over and above all out-standing indebted-

ness, and 8S I have had no reply from you to ~ note concerning it , I thought 

I would Yrite again and remind you of the matt~r . Under the circumstances, 

it would be best, I think, to turn the whole sum over to them and let them 

square one or two minor b~lls for me . Once that is done I will be cleaT save 

for the larger amount with Schoellkopf , and that will be moat satisfactory. 

As r~r 8 Peking goes , we are running along smoothly enough . I heve 

been enjoying life thoroughly for in no pIece, I imagine, could one have the 

chence of meeting people es here in China . Last night for instance I dined 

with mr chief , Sir Robert Hart, and I've met the Ministers for Austria, ItalY, 

France, Belgium and Japan and the British charg~ dlattairs. It is sn interest-

ing life I aS9~e you, snd an experience quite worth the candle . 

I trust you are all veIl and that Sib finds college life agreeing 

with him. With ~st vishes to all, I em -

Very respectfully yours -

W.O. ~tr.ight 
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I flHi,I} CI.I)r<, I. (! n .. n.~rfll J.t" CUU t.OI'l8 

Puking. <'hi na 

The WUJard Straight 
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bul1din!~ , n od.!! 1. 0 in,:luriA i,hu nai r:' llliil(l. tn t~ . Ho t.h bul1dlni~B I1TO 
to h f: hA~un :lo t, once,-t.hat 10 l~ o nay , unlc l'i s +.he po\','Crl\ 1),I'\, t l)t~ c.:tl:.ngo 
t ludr ntwlu I ... ~ain h nf'or c Carr e r o ann . '.H. ~ t.i nca cu t A.ronnd t o flnlch 
the f ifth Iw1. uf ~)l a.nd fo r th<: Ph.~ r 8 1.crd r",,'\hond,u1'y , HU(I ;,W; CIJh :. r . .. c!. 
is I p.t . I t. hlt6 rfJ\\l l./ b l'c n VIJ!',Y <tl nco nc lJ rtine; t.o {.;O t.o b od. u t 
ni ('.ht without tiw :ili r;.ht e8t nu1. 10n wh!\ t t.hp. CnrlJ].l UB waH t. o lo ok liko. 
p rO Rl)(:G '.! vt.! l~ r .1.t. l.f:nst , m.! ):t I1Qrnin,r:; I n.nn. while I bB 11 'lva UTor:' nc~
bor (I f t.hft Artfi ? a (tult!' wI thout c xcc:} lt ion, r(lI~rct 8 thl-t1. 1.11(: nt:w 
bu ildinG 1s to b n fl O f R.r f rOll1 t ho !.ihra :-~r, i.he re l a 80M~ conlJolnt lon 
in hav ine i i. fi nnll:' locntori {Ir ... 1. laa8~. 1n bl;!n" '1hl c t.o hOl'e 1.l'lll.t 
the p r n;; ,"mt lool lt. lon iii ftn,\ l. I ucnrt ;;'ou t1,.11 thi n h COH,Un.l I kno·,., 
your i n1 ,en:st 1n m lCi Roife r. t.inn f or t.he r.IlMPU8 1ft not. b ft.sed r. ollJ ly 
upon i bJ arr.hi 1.uo l~ urR.l s ytJl1ot.ry t '\nd in COnO(Hltlcnco thH noV/a l:1i\.:' in
t o r o nto ~rnu ft.nrl 1'1111 no t I,h i n ~'OU . 

I :~J't :i(lrry 1,0 ;1 '\"~~ t.o fl lt~ · , ' 10 1'IC V( !r , 1I01'lp.i.;1i n f.,'; t. l ~at \/ i11 ! ~ ivc 
y 'Oh t11(1: 11 }ltdn , ""3 1 t. hU ll a ll n f 11K . f; lInfll\!' \'J I'. A 1' 1' . ,'hll r st,on t fJ 

t; ~ x :'~I - ~'tlhJ':,j t bir l ,i, iJ:.~ ~"' , ;~ nc~ " n: , '/ ll llr tJl.ol1 hHtl Jnvl 1.l:d :\ fll\\' of hiD 
c :..,; 't :c:l:·ll fl"h l11(lt; in 1.0 ll i nnt:r 1n r cc:o;:nil. ion of 1.1w :Lnnlv{)rBHry . 
\':11i l e : 11: \l1 ~h t,i:.:, :l.II ~~ jn -:"ho,' ! ,ihrrln' ;.o,nd vm l1. i.ng UlI;.:! r o)(..J,e·o l. \ :(.i c or;l
inc . n fai l H,;'t: of hca,r t Ko ti(ln ae i .ia; d, h iM a ncl hH (He ~ I\lno nl; it'U"ICc!
i ~1.1.c lJ I ~ '.o t he: I~ r c..~.:d> U(Jrl'O-N of Ut\ (01.1.1. I do n o t, know \·,r.a1. .t}'U3 tJni
v& r n~, t,:' r.:Hn lio 1.0 fi nd H mu,n t o f ill h i M p lacll. It io a ll 1,l) O now 
y~1. 1.0 :il!( l!'j :-tlto.::o1.hf:r ,' oal . 

I li! \wl a l sn 1'10)"(1 oh~ t' .. rful n OWR f or ~f(\ \t, l.l~oll(~h }Wrhll/HI It; 18 
(,f ' ~ Lj l\1. 'f : !' y'> i r:; \ .:0\1 kno'/ Hl""t '~" .. " 'j.J l'Off~!l H Or ITO llkK i Ii l ~nl rtC: 1. 0 

ChIna" I n<lt) t:d r.~ h~~ alnw .. rt.' t~(mt! , i n 111u Cl'. l ' l ~oi t!r I~H ,1C:l'il'I'r o f t.!.c 
ClH'1,:.l H:,; i nll en I nt..c rnal,j (lnal j';..<.cil. ~ngc I i.~. l1d ROl'Jn dt1.;' o r 1 o~.hc r h o will 
be ~n PO .Ki n~ whcrt: hH napes t o flee y ou . ' He t r~lvelf\ 1n ~~t.r~1. o ,,,,It.h 
an r:n::l l i'h tl n<l .\ r.hinl' fib ut.,;CJ~ '"' t.hl':r . Thtl Ji;llI:J .. l uh A~cr r1 t . ... j ·y i " ;\ 
r e l lo", h~! ~ hl! n'U!<'l of j)urRl"ld WhOL'\ you don't kno -.J , R..:h) · ~' e r:hlne uo 
Sl~C.~...:t.a. l · !' 1M Alfred By,o ,,;hOlII ;:t Ol t flO r.now . Yun OU(:J \ t. i,n ~iv(' him 
,,1' .. ':~c " UHf ~, Rt, ' \ !lr.l! yo'u can beoa,HHB i f h " tm cceerl& in hiM d"'A1CnB , 
~' Oll wi l l hi~ i\h ~ .. n t.o ]("lo.." jll,.d: 'l'\ () \'i T'\anV (\(l llR.rR Y. Vr .. 1tVlKn T&.ol" are 
worth . ~ ~ 

'!~fJ ~ W ifilt H~)f.'1~\I.Ihl~ rl::} ~f\:' 'hack in t.Ji1,fI l ut-to r. as ncr1. rm'l W1l1eo:: 
snys 'oIi.lf)n }w "Inn ~. n 1, 0 r eve rt t o an ea rlier o(: r1.od i n f\ t:onvc: r a a. t 1on-
t i, ... ! yO I. JI!: ~:' Get nh~.ul 1n t.}J(~ C:UUT.OVIH, (l ot: ~· 1101. t~ UClfli u t t in b ,f wind 
9.t It~ .H.fl1. , wi t~L the hOlJC l~ hi.\ 11 VOli !!la y befor e! Ion" ~lavu t'\ u u rfi ci (:n t 

, ..' 1,. • 

• e«vf'l i, e) rC!v i a i t tho l)a l c c:li rt1,Cl s t1 A o f 1.IH; I thac !'. Moon, a nd i f 1n t h o 
me n.n'r/hl1e .lOll cnn forelve ' )~' dllat,orinp. 98 1\uff\'~1.. ent.ly to ~'rit Cl. I 
shrtlJ.. l,r~' ~ , o 1)(: a 1,r oHl ,t.u r COrr &81 'Onacnt nBxt time. I'" fEt.f.. hc r and 
slRt er J oin 1n k1u rt re~l\.rcl8 a nd ;",;ood wiflheo. · :Rn llt!v~ ~o 

• Alw~(tf Hlncft :""'oly 'yours 

tp,4J'IQ~ -tt,,-",y j.l ... IIJ 
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PEKInG .. "'OKYO - I I CHunlA. 

November t 1903 
o 

roh 16, 1 5. 

Let ter to r'. :111118. E8quire! Conoftrn inc Chineae Trade • 
.J 

Your letter received aoma timB a30 woa _0 general in it& tone that in 

replying 1 am coing to tak'l!II the lame more or leee broad view of the matter, without 

going into thB d.tail_ .1 regard_ any particular article or olaa. of art1cle. In 

the firat place you doubtlees realIse that the day of the old ao oalled merchant 

prince hal sone by, that Chinose trade today i8 oarried on with muoh narrower 

margine and much greater trouble than It uaed to be. and that while in Shanghai 

ther~ ia Itill some of the "Spirit at the Eaat" to be soon among businels men, the 

1 short houre and frequent holiday~ or the old regime are rapidly being "replaced by 

a much koener and more wide awake way of dOing thinS_. Competition along every 

"line hal made it 8elf felt. While the old firma eatablhhed many yeara ago aUll 
1 

do their tra~e in too and Bilk, the trade in the former haa been steadily decreasing 

in value, thougn that in the latter has remoined reasonably oertain. TheBe houael 

,t ": own their own fleota - they have ooutlll8 ateamere and river Iteamerl, and line I 
~j 
: at heavy cargo boatll going to England and touching at continental portll. They 

, , 

are tremondous PD,ver. and oocuPY a poIUlon that 11 practically una8sailable unleaa 

ono bo b~Cked by millions ot capital and ot tho head ot a laree forco of enorr,otio 

and oxperienced mono The latter d81 merohants hAve therefore Cone at thin~8 in a 

muoh 6~11er way. In ~hRnghai today there are any number ot tirma. 1 wroto a 

friend of mine BIking him to elve me info~tion concerning the situation there, 

but he hal not 8a yet .een tit to do 80. ~ allo .rote to the Consul at Newchw~ng 

who answered at lome length, but unfortunately inoluded so many pol1tical views 

that Ur. Conger, the American ~ini.ter, wei only willint to turn over to m. a 

much mutilated COFf of hil lett.r. However, you are welcome to tbe loanty frult. 

ot what inqulriea 1 wa. able to mak., wbich mar giv. JOu the Chance to 4eoide 

whet.her )'CIu will .enture out or not. . 

The Willard Straight 

• 

The loath ot China a8 the oldeat field, i. of courle the one len It 

promising. Canton - Amoy - SWRtow - Foochow, nono of them otter. partioular17 

tcmptin& proapoot. Shonehai 11 the great diltributing point, and trom ita wharv.a 

all coods, noarly, are lent up the rlvor ae well 01 to the louthern and northern 

Treoty Porte. Shanzh,ai thoretore ia t.he HO.84quartera for moat III at the large 

firml. The great- importa are of COUTee., cotton piece goodl and. abeeUnsl, cotton 

yarn, though a good deal ot thi. 11 now manufaotured 1001117, and karo~eDe, -

American, " Dutcb and ~u881an, (for machinery). There il Dot •• ret ID1 great 

demand amon& the native8, and While there 11 a tremondoui amount of railway 

bu11dinC coins on, the faot that the .yndicate. are in evory 0." organl,atlona 

backed by their Le&&tion8, for the furtherance ot the oommlroe at thelr own 

natlonals, would preolude at the p088ibU1tr at their UiQlJi8xz.J';I blqing very 

much in the way of railway materiall. In any oal', the grelt !merlC8n firm' alrold1 

have thoir agent. in ~banghal. 

Such conoerns 88 the Am~rloan Trading CompenJ and the China and Japan 

Trading Company, 88 well ae the oth~r houae. or the .ame order, are nothing but 

. cocmilelon ~rchantl on a large loale, they haye the agenei •• for varioua 

manutactoriel at home end. aoll what they cant ral,ing ratber on their OApaOitl 

a8 a &ene ral atore, than on their polltion al great whole •• lera 1n anI one ataple, 

to make their protitl. 

At preaent the Japane.e aDd Germani bav' the greate.t trade in lunAri.a. 

They h3ve studied the Chineee market. and are oaterlng to them at prioell lower al14 

with goo~inferior to those we could or would attord to a.ll. The Japane •• 

particularly are cood merchAnt_ along thel~ linel. The Chlneae demand, with the 

exception ot a few at the large Treaty pOrt8, ia atlll in embrro. They 40 not 

und"eretand the UII of foraign ooanod1t1e., thel 40 not llI~d t~ nol" 40 tbe7 want 

them. Thll w111 of cov .. , change aa raUwa,.. are built, tu lI1ural ... lth 

enormoua in it. potentialitlee tapped, In4 the people enrl0be4 aDd bJ their more 

prooperouo coll4itton able to appr •• iat. all4 onJ07 tho lI004a 1IIl1oh tho t ... iIMn 

ar. road7 to "11 thoa. '!'he 4_114 .... t thor. to .. " oroat .. bl tIIa Mller. 
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thooaolvea, and that point hOI not yot bean ronch~d. 

On the ~anGtse there aro chancol for linos of shallow drauzht steam 

lounches. The same Dppliel to the Lakfts which ~re connected with the ~reat river 

by c~nals and smaller stream., Thi. field has been found profitable, but here you 

would have to compote with Japanese local linea, and the steamers belongin8 to the 

main River Company. The country through tbil region il riah - tbere are many 

Ixport., hidl., 8ilk, =odlclnol rootl, eta. 

'In comift8 to the north, Tientein i. the bueiest port, with exports ot 

brhtloe, hides, ture,. verrotable all. feathers, etc.,whUe tbe lams crellt atoples 

torm the principal ite~ of lmport • sheetings and piece goods. not much woolens, 

eome flannol. A great area i. served throUZh this plaoe but there i. the 8ame 

undeveloped damand as we rind in the louth, and the danger too that the Peking

HaDkow !t • .E. will divert the exports from the country beretofore servine /l'iutaiD. 

to the Iteam transportation to the River ond tbe Iteamers ply ins thereon. ~ 

~e"ch\vang, tbe on~ open port in 14anchuria, oondition. are moh the same though 

, less ravorable. Silk i. an additional export and bean cake and beaD oil, another 

great ataple. The former however. could not be exported much farther than Ha"aU 

a. fortiliser, and though the latter has been sent to England tor UI. in 10~p 

ma~in~, it ha. not proved ver1 profitable~ 

But notwithstandin3 the root that the new Amerioan Treaty will would 

aeem to secure the oponing of two new ports, the UBnohurian question has taken 

no uncertain complexion. 'J.'he .Hullianl have their heavy hand on the whole eountJ7 

and they ore not likely to let go their hold. In any caee the opening of theee 
• 

places would not be of any great benefit to Amerioan trade for moet imports muet 
• 

or neoeeeity pall thro\16b llewchwsDg ID.JW8Y. 

!nother grelt handicap to Inl form ot trsdl i. the abaolutely un.ettled 

oondition of the currenOJ'. WhUe the ),{ezlcan, the 8ongltons or ~1Dppor. Ind ot 

lit. years the Chin ••• minted dollars ha., been used in the Tr,aty Portl, th. 

copper oath 1, reall,. the unit of Talul and I most unoertain one. Evel'J plio. 

bae ita local tael or os. of ail •• r but in no two plaOlI in the 01. of the .... 
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'J.'be whole matter 1e in 3 hopelea~ !DUddle. You haVl brouah"t 

forward a certain shipment ot good., knowinG the price. at which lOU oan probably 

8ell them. On their being delivered in China silver has tall'D, you csnnot raile 

the prices with the native dealer, DQr can ~ou la.er them with the merchant I at 

homo. You buy in BOld and lell in ailver. and run lOur chances on making a faIr 

profit by the transaotlon. You oan never be sure of the reaultl. 

The new jmer1can road from Hanko,, ·to Canton wIll pal. ~hrOueh I lectlon" 

of country enormously weolthr in ita mineral deposita. To mine thele lOU have by 

hook or crOOk, bribery, intrigue 'and general soheming, to seol.U'e III concellionairel 

right. 'rhe minins laws are almost prohibitive, the offiaills obstruotloni.tl with 

an oager desire to squeeze at eVQr,y pD88iblp turn. and the country people .mor.e or 

les8 hoatile. You might waste a year or two in getting your oonoesalon In4 then 

discover that you had topped the wrong 'vein after all. 

But suppoa;ne tor tne nonoe that you were to etart in bUsiness here. 

It 18 almost imporstive that you should have 8 Chh\.,10 manager or c.omprodore. 

That 1& tho system on which all the large oonoern. Ire managed. '!'hie IlIOn knOWI 

the conditiona in the interior And he sefYee a8 a virtUAl suarantor for the m8n 

to whom on his reoommendation you sell goods. He il praotically lOur pertner. 

He handle. the native end, you handle the foreign end ot the bu8in.... Some D8D 

" have done bU81n,u in a lull way without the middle an. '.l'be:y ha.e in :DOst 
' J 

coses boon people of no oharacter or etand1n~ •• illin~ to go to Ilmo.t any length 

to smoke opium. to rroquont native ro~tuurant., to live the lite ot the people 

in order to obtAin the knowlodgft neoe~RRr1 to hondlo their cuotOM1rs in I way 

thlt '11111 bo profitnblo to thrvRselve.. Thoy spoolc tbe lan~go. lenow to 0 o,rtl.in 
• 

~~~ont the intricaoies ot exchange Ind baTe their oroni •• among the native d.ll.rl, 
are 

but/.oro.d in 011 tho trick. of oDd pa •• nono of the rollablllt7 ot thelr .Chln ••• 

oolleagues end for thi! rP.!ftOD would not bA truatwortnr. Of cour.e I do not .eaD 

to •• y that good mea could not be prevailed upon to bloo.e -dru.merl- but the 

condition. are almoat prohibitive. Lire in tbe int.rior 11 too -en aDd Ntrdl,4 

pro.peot to attract Inl JDa.n of reasonable abllit7 unl ••• tb. ptq WI. nob. a. DOt 
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not only to mako it worth hi" wh\lo but to 1"l)eom}JUnR9 him fOT what ho h3S t o c: o 

l.f\TOI1I,:h 1L f! well nfl hie ordlnnry budnooo cnT08, nml the re foro in the and tho old 

oyptom fat' s on:'c yaBre to oO:nc" d l"~f't woula. prohDbl ~! be the 001'01', for thero 6ro 

80 very many contlncenoiel ullOD ",bloh tho flnancttll standing of e Il~the firm 

depends, whiCh ore 8carcely dl~tlnculchable to the eye of anyone but aD expert, that 

It 1. the wl!8 m2D wno takea hie compradora guarAntee and rune no riake. 

Taa too otfers 8 fleld. The tl'8"O in the Datha arUcle hae beeu fall1ns 

oft year bf year limple beoQuse of overtaxation Rnd antiquated oethodA. All trode 

report. aeree that if the China fields were to be handled properly ond the plBnt' 

oul tivated soiontiflcally 8B in Indio. that the toa trade would revive. Thla onco 
" 

~ , CI ano Dnd an adverthi1'l8' csmpa1en carried on at home. Lipton'a future mlr,ht bo 

riValled. but here again you want experts. 

To eum up then, brlatles. hides. furl, silk, feathers. and there ara 
• 

lar(i8 prof i h made in all. are the 8:\ fo st thines In export. \'11th ten to be 

con8i~ored ond camphor in Fukion Dnd Formoea - imports, cotton, &undries, aome 

doy ~ohJnery in import, WOOlen. have never boen popular owing to the ueo of fur 

and cotton paddIng, genoral .tores with cheap agricultural instrument. In tiiberia, 
• 

and Ruseian Manchuria, w1th the choncee that Port jrthur and Dalney end Herbin 

would be gOOd plAces for a feDeral businos& in everything Crom 0 1000=01:Te to a 

needle, unless RUSSian ~ ••• interference 1~ too over~earin~. 

7h~ polltic~l 8ituation i8 unoertain. RUssian ba8 Manohuria, and wIll 

work her way down. Germany has ~h8ntung, FroDoe wente all the ~outh, and In all 

these Flace! it will be hard Cor an outsider to 88t io. but it might be done by 

lots oC Fush onO D great deRl ot taot backed by a knowledg8 of the 18Dgueee of the 

Interetted .Power 88 well 06 of uhin08e. \ In the l'angtl8 there .r8 many Opo01og8, 

trade il certainly incTealing and there abould be man, cbenee. for tbe m6D 00 the 

.pot who know. lfhat he b doing. But oompetitIon 1e .. al")' keen. !be Gen:l8ne an4 

J.pI are in e .. idence o ... r7Wher. backed bl uonaul. and gunboat.. ~. AmeriClD 

I#oT.mment hAa neTer been of that Ion end the 1180 Wbo _Ie •• 1DQnl7 w111 proba'b17 

_ko • 1 •• , but 1t _111 b. trort1old", ODd a.iDa .11 b1. '.111< ...... _. ot puoll , 
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end over-hour~. backed by mon01 at home. ~ny firma are clearl~cr I greAt doal 

ovory yoor but pol1tIe. wIll loouer or later turn thl. country upeide down ond 

~ whero the Amoricana wIll I_nu no ODa know., nor no onft oan proph.,y. -
I 

\ 

• 

I 

\ 

" 

i 
\ 
\ 

_ Nov. 22. 
, 

Dinod with Flahorty, Uorrison and Bre.eter belnc ther. . Tbe tormer w •• 

in exonllent epirite and •• i8 alway_ the ca •• wh.n hf i. t.el~ w.ll, ... moat 

intcrestlD8, .imply bubbl~ oyer with 7arne of hi. ~.t 11t., 104 a cheokered 

caroer it mIt have -baen. 1&1e. of hll univer.1t7 I~perieno.,. aDd of tba U .. . 
bo had " itb tha twenty-two oOlllll1tto_n ot tbe Bollar.' Bo.pltol, wbor. won'r'" 
.. ere agaln.t b1m, bh 01117 ~10Dd 1>01116 blo teil.r. Bl. atnonl1ur:r facU1t1 

1n gi Tmg name. an4 ITen ini t1al_, ak •• hil 78"" I •• .ab. _r. r •• l, aDd tb17 

may be. Thoro 10 ._'bl", • 11tU • ..,lgor .~.at 1118 .t U ... lIat 1t 01"1. 

.trlt ..... that 1\ 10 • po ....... 11. DIld that 18 •• _' ... 1t be 1. ~1Dc 1D 

tha t •••• ot • 01 ... ot .001.\7 alell •• ODe U .. 1_ d __ Ilia, tile fac' 

tbe. be ha ..... 1018 .. U • _r 1D _lr II1d •• , 
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D. 8. J\qIlq. 24. h b1'U&l'7. lil)4,. 

III 4 .... B.IIII" 

.ot tbat I ba4 0014 t •• t on the lenio. at all. tar from U, 

I 11D4. 1 t, nt 'Moau •• the ob&D.oe ... too good to mi •• , 'YoUa _ 811', I haft 

1." the Cu.tolDOl eII4 now I). T. 1 Iball ..... h JopeII OD saNl., eII4 the go wUh 

the ll'Oopl Illto Eo.... 10 ... 1Ib&1 r.al t1ghUq 1000 lID atter the _ 

betU .. praoUH4 b7 the OOrllOll oaUtI. 1 om the 41117 ... oro4Ue4 "Pllt or 

raUl,r oOrHlpon4e11t of the Reut.r ".l.gr'UI Oompan1. Ltd. •• and at the .1"0-

olatt4 Pre,. whioh work. with tbell, and. no lemp,. & 4th A •• • t. J. in the 

~rlal Ohlne .. IlarIU ... Cu.t.,... 1 beU ... 1 wrote 7010 .0motS ... .,. ot ..., 

intention to take tbl1 up .houl4 It be pO.llb1., .0 ~t fOU will b. 1e •• eur

prl,.4 than you oth.rw1 .. might hal'l 'be.n. Of DOur .. it meant the throwlDB 

01'11' at • ~tur. tbat .. I alma.t clrtain to bl 8Uco •• ,fUl, of a •• ~10. wblob 

, 1Ibll1 it wan't IIUOh at • aatob tor 1101\ tolk, had. .fforded. me tbe be.t 

cb.aDo •• po •• l1:111 and. tn whloh 1 ..... IUn. trom the taot that I ft. onl of • 

"17 t .. Amerloan_, at baTing rapid promotion. INt JIr. Concer, and lIr. 00011. 

and .. ,..ral olur men &41'1 .. 4 the ,tep and. .0 I II&4e it. ~h. 014 1. G. ft' 

.am.wbat lurpri .. 4 an4 I'm ,1&4 to .., a little IOrr, to lee me SO. but he 

ftl u kind .1 oou.14 bl. _4 pr .. ented. _ wi th hil photograph. an unheard. ot 

f."or. 1114 !DOn or lell p ... me htl blned.iotion, 10 tbat I ... quite Arl that, 

lbould it be neol .. ary in tbe future tor me to go back into tbe OUltClU, ~ I oould 

40 10 without much lOll ot pOlition and olrtainly with a lot ot 1'aluabll 

experienae behind _. Bu.t be .... 70U aA4 _ ADd. tbe cloor POlt, I 4on't thiDk 

I'll e.l' tMe it 011. aca1n. !hi Mn .. of treeda i. too P"otOUI • thing to 

10 •• a4 lib" tbe war 1. o' el' ael "lotol7 won" .. tbe Gle. Clllt> uM4 to liDe, 

I •• n hil _ to t7eab tillel., .el al..,1 .tna tM "S •• tina of the l'rup 

• opl." 

ne after to 80 wttllinter at. 110 a 80Ilth &D4 .zp ....... Inouala 

of DGar .. to ~t AQJGD8, lit aloae • po.el't, .trlo~ 1D41,.14aal ltt. ''''It 

, 
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...4 with _ lllOlt ... 4 • loq ..... I'U b. O.K. fi_Ial17 botoro "" loq • 

.... 1114. me that 111 le.Tlq Peltlq 1 •• 04 111'. 000114", to 1001< attor ., ''''tt tor 

.. &Dd In o •• e of .. pGl1iD8' out to MD4 ., tbinge b~ to ., Iilhr. .1 ......... 
mone" I 11&41 • note tbat I owed 70U "60.00 - it Ihould haft blln IIOrl with two 

,ear. interl~t wb.loh 1 torgot at thl t1llll ad w111 ohaace. But al .., lilter hal 

DOt. 8'l"Iat dial, and lOU ha,.. been 10 eaoM4iaclJ' good. about thl _Ulr, 1 DOte4 

that attlr 1600. DOt mol'l had been pai4 bel', the relt WII to SO to 10m, aDd atter 

tbat aaunt bad been .. ttled the bal&DOI again to 1117 .tetll'. !h1l 1 tnlt 1011 will 

UD4el'.taD4 and agree with. 1 hope. bowI,.er. that no 'ettl ... nt will bl neol'lar,r but 

that 1 will be .ble to lettle tbe matt.r without ha.tnc to ba,.. It p ••• throaab the 

handl at &n1 te.tator or lzeoutor, or &D1 other third partl at all. ~t In thl .. 

thtngli it II of Gaur .... 11 to b. ,"par.d. 

1 ftI "try DItch lntere.ted In rea4.1Dg the football rl.l" lOU .0 lI:1D.4lJ 

Hnt !DO but u .... 4InBl1 411181l.te4 to tln4 thot Caopar 414 110t glTe 10U tho All. 

.AmeriOID tull 'b&ok, U IDAD1 at tb.1 ... York paperl bad. elODI. It ... 1 pNINM 

blOaull lOU had pl.,e4 at Cornell or Icmetblng ot tbat lort. SOM OM o.t to set 

attll' bta lOme cl.q IJ14 pull hte wool tor bill, 1 t woll1d 40 the world In ,.ural 

a lot ot good to .e. It fi, . 

•• to th. progrell In the Par Baat, Bu .. la at OOUl"H bal reo. he( onlMIII 

blow. on the lea and her fl •• t i. praotlcalll bottled up in Port Arthur an4 will not 

dar. to QaM O\lt aaain. The CaptaIn at tbtl .tl ... 1' who ... the wholl ftabt .. i4 

that at le .. t 11gbt ot thl Bu .. ian, had bI.n dtlabl.d bl the flr't torpedo attaolr: 

aDd. tbI battle of the follol'1ng 1D0rnl!11' It II ........ lou. to tAbu that tM 

J&paMlt lho1lld ha"l lI01pI4 a.lIIo,t U Wl8Datbld al we 414 troa IaDtt..,o. It 11 

'" tll'1l beUlt that the 1ud. tora" of tbe blOO,.ttl w111 0I'\11III1 ... 01 .. ta1n17 

before the permt or ... l .. UOD. of til • .rap.I .. &I'IIf'. that tbeil' elIf .. t wIll lie a. 

400111" thO"lfh poIIIU. 10"1f0r 111 the ....... U_t. fIII._ J_H ottl .. r 

I •• b.'tor 14IIa.~ bottor .qu1pp04 .D thoII tho ...... Ian. eII4 tha prlwatol ... 

oorta1nl7 1I0ro IntolU .... t. fill ...... 1 ... otU •• r .. 1 aft Hell hla II • JOT1a1. 

_ 4r1lllt1q ruttl .... with oooaalonal 110'-111. -.pU ..... tho .1_ ... 10 • _ 
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wol'klDl. l&I'nelt, oapa'bll an, ftOH lole inten,' 11,. in bll prahl,toD. and who .. 

babUual .obrl.ty I. only brOkOn by .. 0 •• 1011&1 bOllU .t IIrIDk1Dc. Allot whloh 10 

11i 41reot acatralt to the Ru •• tAD uUoll. the rellow 1014111'1 are btttir ahot. 

than the!r opponent' and 'b)' plo1dng oft the ottlolrl on the othert 1i48 will be 

pie to throw thl &01. _Ho.,lte taro •• Into the utllOlt Dantuelon, The Jap. an 

uear their b ... , tbey bay, the flr.t tluah of .,lotor,r and thl, ~ are lnten .. l, 

patriotio. It 1. hard. to HI but one po.,lble rl,ult of the war that 11 r.,1DC. 

Will, Heinle, good luck ... a nne oarMr and ..... t wit. to fOU. &D4 all 

the thank. ill the wor14 traa 

4d4H •• 
mD/o U.S. Lept1o., 

l'8ldng. 
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:y dr.n.r St. r r~l,!ht"As I cablod ,you to- dh. ' J':r ~a~el·t.f oJ' .11 e o\.3fiocL.~..Jd 
? res 6 haA }'I .... n Ordf'Jred to ~co1l1 to r el ieve you . I c anno t toll you 
when ' wil l t4r n up nu t he should one i n fi eoul befor e t ?1e dcpB.rtare 
of t he r.aval ~xcllrp ion for which 011 ltave he n se l ected . He Wc-~8 at 
Cheran . es .... e rd.;~# n.nd hi s irFll;r Ic!~.on~ Wflre to procee d to seen1 as 
Boon un j,)oa::-ih:. e , If he r u.l1s to comfl -lefore you l~ave pl l.!flf'. e 
Ree r e s ome one to ac t for us ror n. coupl e of days un til he doc s tttrn 
up a.nd lcavn 'l i lfi a lett.er puttin" hi:'1 Or} to t>e r ai/oo ~~5 :::lUCil a s 
p013 tilble .l f h e comos befcra you r;n t 1. •• :.:a~T pi" t..,ae show I'iro around &i d 

have 1m m~ t t~e pe a pl " . The na. 81 t.rtp whi ch .VO I are to cO'ler is an 
nffair. tl rrn.np;e d by the Kavy delH1.rtment fo r t...'rt.e foreign a ttc.c· es ( naval ) 
SOUll m~IJ':e rB of trte Diet , Bome d is ti neuinhsd guests and t(!n lle.:n.paper 
ma n . It l eave s YOkllB !!ka on Sunday the t\,'e l fth , god6 to Kur(~ , Kobe . 
Sasabo and probnhly one othe r pl '4cR i n .Tal'an , tl!(tn to Cham'..ll po .{here t.he 
entj.ra party '.'1111 f!'o to S~oul . then to Chinn,mpho and Pl ngyang , and then 
t o t~le Laiotun(t !Jdld,nsula . 'l'lcrc shou.lci be same goed s tuff i it fo r 
us fo r you '1lill ver-J llkelv Bee Actnllral s T OfT O , .Tri u , and T'lewa and 
unything about t"1eM ,pnrt! cularly Togo and ur· iu 'IIould be e ood . I am 
t r y!!" to arrang~ fo r Ii fOTJI.a1 intervie., ~;1 th TOF;O &nd if I fix 1 t 
up .. ill advise y ou . 1.'16 r E:: is also a C1U..ncp. t!"~at you wil l sc ~ the 
fin!ah at port Art.!lur .I l<1ave nt)t vet r Aceived ,vonr t icket hut wi l l 
probubly s~nd it tf') 'fOU· in care of CO:1" kude r lr:arsh who i3 co i ne along 
fo r us . T""e ot:"' ~ r Ameri C:l1l newspaper mf:n will be Go orte Ken"an ana 
Dunn not Col liers . Fei ther will be cal-led 80 y ou need not fear 
com et !t~_on f r om tl"em, indeec. v ou may "'e Rbl e t o ft:t t:"ei r allotmp.nt 
of cablint" pri vel t::~e e ,which io fift words a day per ~..c.n . I P.JIl 
hnvi nt" tre r egul ations t r nnslc.tC'd a :1d will send you a.. copy of them . 
The veeRsl is t o he the cap tur ed RU5 i an s te am~r Manchuria . The 
pa.r ty wil l numbe r u out fifty . ! do not know w"'at the' e.Vot"' age lim! t is 
but I woul d take o.long a f air runount , 
Afte r you :f inish tl1e t rip you a re t o roome bE1Ck here t o Tokyo arid 
labo r with me for a ti~e , I wi l l wl'i ttl you ae;ta.i n nnd Il~ I asia before 
wil l prohnbly get lru,rsh to hn.nc1 t h e letta r to Yo:.l .Pl enoc reWe )!l1:/er me 
kindly t o t.he mi niBter ,Gordon Paddocl: and t he boy e , 

very t rul y 

The Willard Straight 
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Tokyo June 12th 

". ,jC'lr Straipr.t - I se nd :IOLl " erewit..r. t'''e i!"!-'tr'lcti0!1 8 roverninr "lose 

o o' t' e 'l"!a al ex edi toion \:1 t· ... a list;. of' t: .... ose wi.o arc -ol!lf , Rl"ci 

s~,"ety 1'1" office copy of n lettt"r I se '1t -'a a few days al"'o . !! -'1', 

'81-'"1 -'t:~I3 ·n . I nali e 11 'f:le to ad d 0 'lI~at I rave A.lready \'lritten . I 

'1 "ot p.lie e t'~at the ordinar y port to port move· .. e .... to of this 

f' ".C trsio!1 are news and unless sOlUct:'inr Umlf311al happens to i t Be r el. 

!i.t .. le or !1othinc at-out it . Of CQ'l r Se if yOll see anyt!1in ~- ti'at 1s new s 

1'.1:': it thro :gh.I a m specially in terested in To go and Ul'lu a.nd anythinr 

of t~ ..... e a r my or na val operations that y ou may ee e . Try hard for tal k s wi t~ 

'foeo O, .... 'd Uriu in w!lich I aJ'!l coope rating from thi s e nd a Id if If au Boe 

To,~o calle sOJ.lethinr a bout ro', '. ~ looks and act s .I f 'yOU run into ar . .'.t'.-

.. ! ~:1 "! ;;,oo d i:'1 til e llCi",ut'c 0.: operatio!18 at Port Ar 1u.tr plut it ''' !'ou;r . 

Please confon:!. ve r y s"r;I"''''' .. ~o " '1e re~lla.tions af'ld do not attempt in 

<tny mat1ner to i">eat tr-e censorate .Yon cal'} TPly on Marsl, anrl e'''''' 
On!'),.,...,. Ke"lnan to ad'rise 'fou . pl ease introduce .:rol: rself to Ke rl .:In . 

I l'lwe cabled a ~el1Hral sto"y at' out t~p. exped i tion telli n~" whe r e it 1s 

t o r'O a r d as I say do not c a ther t o se!1r1 ordinary arrivals or departures . 

There ~. s cons idera " le interes t i n the loc at ion of T060 ' S bnsea and cahl e 

anythinp' On them that he, wi ll allow . Good l uck to you .Hit the wi re to 

!1e on ar.yt?!in ~llat I CLn Go. \ • 

Ve'l'Y truly 

The Willard Straight Papers at Cornell University 
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IIDORAliDUli/ 

The date of the Bailing at the S.S.Kanchuria has been 

fixed for ths afternoon of June 12th, trom Yokosuka. 

Preparations have been made to run launch •• to connect 

with the train leaving Shimbash1 station at 7:20 A.X. ot 

that day. 

A copy of the regulations to be ob.sroed during the 

voyage i. tranamitted herewith . 

The Willard Straight 
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COpy 

Han . Seoretary of State , 

Washington , D. C, 

My dear Sir: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington , 
June 30, 1904 . 

I beg to endorse the applioation of Mr . Willard D. Straight , 

for the posi tion of Consul , at Chinampu, Korea , where I believe a 

Consulate i s to be established , Straight is a resident of my dis 

trict, and has for over two years be en in t he Chinese Imperial 

Maritime Cus tom' s Service , H~ has served most of that time on the 

Personal Staf f of the Inspec tor Gene ral and recently has been in 

charge of the Reuter Corps of Correspondents in Korea, with head

quarters at Seoul . He is familar with the language of the Chinese , 

JaJanese and Koreans , and has, also, a working knowledge of Frenoh. 

I believe , Str aight is most admirably qualified for this position 

and I trust you will give his application favorable oonsideration, 

I will appreoiete anything which may be done for him . 

With thanks for your attention and great respeot , r am , 

Sir, 

Very truly yours , 

(egd) Chae , L. Knapp 
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STATE OF liEW YORK 

DEPARTl.:EUT OF EXCISE 

• 

Patrick W. Cullinan 
Conanissioner. 

Albany, July 6th , 1 904 . 

To The Honorable John Hay , 

Dear Sir: -

Seoretary of s t ate , 

Wash i ngton , D. C • 

The subscribsr i s informed that t he gover nment of the 

United States has under oonsiderati on the question of the estab

l ishment of a nsw consul ate at Chinampu: Korea. In the event 

of the governmsnt determining to establish such consulate, Mr1 

Wi llard D. Straight of Oswego . N. Y •• is respectful l y recommended 

for appointment as U. S. Consul at that place. Mr . Straight is a 

young man with a collegi ate training .ad in this country . has 

spent .everal years in t he Orient , possesses oonsiderable lingni.

tic abili ty , has an excellent knowledge of the Korean people and 

their country , and is otherwise well qualified to dischar ge tho 

duties incumbent upon him as a reprosentative of t his countr y as 

Consul . 

Trus ting that you may f •• orably entertain his application 

in t he event of the establishment of a oonsulate at Chi nampu, I 

remain , 

Yours very truly • 

( sgd) P. II. Cullinan 
(Jers onal ) 

Papers at Cornell University 
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COPT 

1o!1 dear Sir: 

CUST01J HOUSE 

COLLECTOR' S OFFICE 

New York, Jull 6, 1904, 

1Ia1 I fne with 10U this note in behalf of Willard 

D. Strai ht of Oswego . N. Y •• who is an apPlican~ for apPointment 

as Consul at Chinempu. Korea? 

It is represented to me that Dr . Allen. the Minister 

to Koree, will recommend him for the position and that Mr . Streight 

has a special qualifioation and adaptability for the place . He 

has been for over two years 1n the Chinese Imperial Maritime CUstoms 

Service. servi ng for most of t he time on the personal staff of the 

Inspeotor General , Sir Robert Hart , and i s familiar with the 

Chinese and Japanese languages . He has many warm frtends in the 

localit1 of his home and em sure bis character i s sucb t hat he 

would be entirely satisfactory as a public officer . 

I bave the bonor to be , with great respect , 

Yours very truly, 

Hon. John HB1 , 
Secretary of state, 

Washington , D. c . 

( sgd) N. II . Stranahan 

The Willard Straight 
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p',kin '·, ~hhu\ 

" 

... 1'-; '-"t. 

J01' , yO I. , ~jlJ. hav~ fOlll1 ci. mtHi t (If 1,llFo ohetno) en "CH'1()'VCl(l wldc:h ! undcr-

0I1nGO, • • 1'.-" . J. -------
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.,.. ... "aI')', 

.,.'&'1 ... b;r thi. that I," .DO' .or. ~ up t.h1. 

_obi_ U 1a the sood old clq. 1IboII th, po .. iblliti .. at 

, . 

a t.rip around tho World w1th one Z,IIk. had _ aUracUoD. 

IIID7 thallk. tor the booke on the oolour print a. l1li.. i. epoko 

ia"flopaa ,.0 the DDtoll. • .., it,I IIball 40 ., but to li" IGI to 

the reput.atioD 10U • .., you SaT ... ,thoQ8b I haT •• a.e doubt. about. 

1t,. ~apeot.abilit.1. 

I .Dolo •••• T.rol l.tten ot introduoUoD thot ~ be at 

uee and JU,Y not. l.D:rway it,. 01..,. lOf.r to hoT. _th1as ot 

the .ort OD ~ " p.raoa. Otherwi •• ;rou a1&ht be t.ak.D tor a 

Crook ,Whioh iD ... t. 0 .... 10u probabl;r .... , or .1 .. 10u 

would,Dt. han 0_ t.o the ..... I 40n,t. ..... UI1 tor 1l_t..1a 

tor thot,. a plac. to be aTo1Ud u ;rou waul" the ~, at. 
• l ... t ,that.,. t.hI way I,!, 01..,. t.lt. abollt. it..Y. '.t. be ooaro 

to 10 t.o hltiac ...... 1141011", ... n.t.oIa.r ,beD 1D the 

J.epUoa,1dl1ob uplallUl the lMk .t .. ...,.. •• t:Ilol'Ma, t.hI ._lap •• I _ ..... 1. -n",-l 10 II1eI • Ml.br1Q 1D t.hI 

Jut ... , ... WU worth t:Ilo laIonac I _,.. ,... 
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:3" oIk, __ __________ ____________ _______ _ 

. --

'!be • KiDlihu 1Iaru· pioturl tor thl II&1d at _&Damita 

wa. dul7 dlapat.hld hilr and no doubt will be .uoh appro.iated 

b7 U. hir lA47. ml othlr ~lotura at 1Ih1oh ;rou wrote 

"C&rr;rinc thl WOunded in the IIa1a • I ~111 bu:r tor 70U at anal 

You werl a "ad SQ& •• lr when ;rou tlgured that the ploturl would 

oo.t abouttwl.t;r ;ren tor that 1. ezaotl:r the prlo1 thlrlot. 

I 11&.,. &1.0 ... ;rou requllted puroha.ed a nuabar at thl War , , 
hint. and it 70U wieh _ to do eo will oontinuo and .It a aGe 

• 
I lleo'"n tor 70U .. I ... Itting one tor ~ .. lt • 

... 1l1e .. 11 • .. our old trilnd ll10hie u.ed to 'Ii/'. be 

lIoad on ;rour tra.,.l. and I,ll probabl:r _ ;rou 18aln 1II11n 70U 

ratUJ'll. it no t 1.11 lea.,. 70u a long letter with MIl)' uprlleona 

ot r.o.... and luprl .. tIIlrei •• '1 I;.b.r _ .et klnd~ to &D7 

hll.d. ot ai.1 70U ..,. tll1d .tren around thl ",,/.u an 

atter tIIo...,.t I .. &1&0 _loU .. a latter to 111 •• lIrew till 

4&npter ot tile G.eaad",l_r ot Out.. at hooh ........ 

&l1 rip' ad 70U m.t Dot tr.1l tor ~ ... to 0&11 it 70U pt , , 
lata till. hrt a. 7011 dOllbU ... Will it 701l tr;r 70u,.. oo .. tll11 

trip ....... at ...... Api. I WIU'II 7ft &"14 .tro .. drink 
I 

tullo. til.... an egg at 

\.v~ 

, 

I Alu m"; UNIVERSITY CLUB OF "~VV'C , fVews J . 

--
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1lhancha1, 

nth IIeJItember llCM. 

~ dear straight, 

I have yoor letter ot the 8th inltant written troll .. ithin 
./ 

the Tavern Gate, and I oondole .. ith you on litting l1ltening to the 

grunting ot ..... 1.. Bit a little .. hile longer and I think that you 

will tind matter. :Improving. Lionel lam .. go .. home on ](on~, the 

l&at ot the .di.grunt~ •• but I hear trom Tokio that the birds .. ill 

be ooming back .. ith new teat her. very .hortly ao that you .. 111 have 

done no harm in remaining .. here you are. 'l.-I..;- ;1; .... t, ,...4., I,e. ? 

.. 

A8 r egards the tuture, ho .. ever, it you are really looking tor 

a Job. and tind that tood and drink do not oome 1n .utt101ent 

quantitiea trom any ot your immediate neighbours, I think a poa1.t1on 

might bo tound tor you here it you .. ill g1ve me not10e auft10ient. 

How "ould a oadet-.hip in the Po110e Joroe. hav1ng opeoial aupervi-
. ~~(I.~~~ . ~.t".I'" .1on ot Ch1ne •• work lu1t you' The PaY ot th1a POlt 1 ...... an 0 

any man who doe. luch work properly there would be opening. hereatter, 

but it i. not br1l1iant .001al1y or tinan01ally 1n the begi*ning. 

Write me at onoe it you think well ot tho 1dea beoau.e there il at 

the pre.ent IIIOment a vaoanoy untUl.... On .eoond thoughts, it woold 

be better t o telegr~ in o&ae you ahould want to take it UJI. 1;; I 
may a ... ell Ib<plain that I may hear trOll London at any _nt that a 

man baa been appointed, 80 that the only obJeot ot your telegraphing 

would be to laY that you would tak8 luoh a poat, and I oould then 

wire London to I.ek no longer. 

I only put thia be1'ore you beoause 01' the oonoluding r ..... li: or 
y our lett or, but I do not think really that yOll would take auoh work 

or that you will ever have ne.d ot it. l.<! £.c.., ~...<..~ ~ 
i. k;., '-..J-e 1kf..4-.Jkf.~ . yours truly. 

4-t'~ ~ rt ~ ...:. Itr 
J(~c.J> .. r -:t .. ~'
I..- tL; ~ -~ .:. t---.;. r f;;-Je" 
fly "";' fi..I..6. 'r . ...:. Lp (..... "J . 

'4-
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Hotel Lta·· 

3o"~t .. .lBth..lllO' •...... 

Ernll ,.1 •••. 

J.lY dear Lu the r ;-
Your letter of t he First of AURust roached me onl y tho 

othc r day , f or I ahook t ho dust of S. oul from mv f eet BO",O thre 
months ~o • I tUn now Dart of t.he Tokyo scenery • On l oaTi nr 
Korea I h a.d u. most wondorful trip On the - l.'tanohu- ~aru ·t one of 
the alet RU IDian Volun t eer }t'l eet . ThlslA'&e n. 80rt otCook ' o Tour 
to Dee Por t Ar thur f all • TJle pnssenger 1~. 8t concisted aroome 
eight Jlaval .. teacb • • , a l !lr~e a"Bor tmen t of the l atost t h ina 
in Japanese Nobili ty , a croVld · of l lcmbe rs 01' Pl1Tl1~.nt, andn , 
f ew Corre"pondentn . Eve ry body h ated fl verybody cleo , t he ~or.ig 
e ra the J' u.j.anese , the Japanese the l'oreipnera nnd oach REI.oe r."" 9.lb-dcvi dod into .maller and ",o re critical cliqueD. It waD 
indeed the outing of ThfJ Ha.rnme r Club . For no partic"laT Tenson t 

with no real c aU68 1'or complai nt I now find my.nlt ""ting t he 
J&panese mar. than anyth ing in the World • It J e dUe I p reaum. 
to the eon.t ant s t r.in ofhaving t o be pol ite and to 50ck f nvo r s 
from a yello .. peoplo • We oannot know thftm or underrtnnd them 
Ilndtho:{ dislike us thou roullhly. Kipling 'IuS nbRolutely rir.ht Ville 
h ft wrote "The East 18 East and the Vle nt is We at I and neve r tho 
t wai n ahall mest-

Howe .... r I did not s t art out to gi ve OJ! nideli(;htn on the 
ROllI 1t.aateTn Question, but t o 1Jl~k you for the troublo y ou huvc 
t akon on ~ behalf . It ha. been Tery kind of Colonel Matt to 
wri t. thcse let tero and I am oure that if ,.nyonocan do unything 
in th. d atrict it is tour F&ther. I am enolooinn letters from 
.r. Ganger and Dr. Allen. I understand ,howove r tha t neithe r of 
~.e gentlooen .t&nd partioulnrly hi gh in the . etimatlon at the 
Powers that ll. and it might ,tor that r e"Gon ,be better to hold 
the letters yourself. Of couree as you say t.hin Con sulato at 
Chinn~o ha. not yet be.n or.ated , and I i magine that the J~& I 
e .. are rather o.nxiou . thllt it hang tiro until t hie cruel War 
10 OTer. I "topped in that p laco f or twe lTe day. I1bQU t two • 
month. ago and it certninly W&s the moat desolate town I ha .... eT 
.eon. All the bu i.ir .••• fo r tho American J;!ne. would be done Bt 
this pont thOW8Ter and thore are a numbe r of ll188ionOlrioD Ip the 
RiTer Bt Pin6Yang , Who woud doubtle.s keep n .elf-respecting m& 
fairly bu.y • or courae t he gr eat thing I1bout Korea at pr.a.nt 
4. t'h"'" ."",.. T ......................... _ ... - ... . -- .. - - -- - .... . - ,- • 

• 

• 

-

301.to ................................ . 

Unl ess 30metl/:lng def inite hUl' pena bofo,.. next Spr i ng I I 
r ather t h ink thl1.~ I Bllall t,u<e a r un Home to tlle VIM te n s Lan 
again' j ,s t to s uo hO\1 it r ools • Thi s woul d p rob"blt be mora 
Dutier uc to ry all around f or Chen I could tuke tho l etto r. \lh ich 
\Ie mir,ht £la ther toge ther' in the Diatdet und perconall" Cuke th 
to \':ashi ngton • And al ao I haY> till . l ast yellr or 80 been me . tin . 
many People scventl of Whom ae ~organ ,Co noul at Dtilny ( Whi oh 
h e ;:ill nevcr ace ) andR .H. Dovis wi t..,., two or three othe r a , h& .... 
eai d Lat 'llh.n the time c lUlle if I 'lI11nted 3J1yt l lng at this Dart 
t haI "aul d sec t hnt I met the Preid.nt • 01' courso t i. onl,' hal 
good if l!r . Roosevelt 1s re-elected • Don't you t}~ lnk tho lottor 
backinG the pe r s onnl s che"o 'Moul d p robably b. tho eounde a t polio . 

I am gl ad to hear tlla t the YO',,"ger l!ott 1s thr ut.ni ng to 
becomo & Foot-];all Ire r oe nndthe pride of his Count y . I wondo r it 
you ever r.cieYod a certain " ooly dog Ylhich I consigned to t he 
Pride £lone mcntlts ago? I aent i t on nbout Chr l nt m8.8 timo . Planoe 
relDember lI1e to your Utter Half ? , I bellove tha t ' . t 0 correct 
t orm , and La t ho 0 thor /.:ood Os"ego PoOI/l •• 171th r ep eatod thD.nk 
I am t believe me . 

Yours very . 1nco rel y . 
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THE GENERAL HOSPITAL, • 

NO. 82. .ALU I;" F YOJ':O I-I.A~:I.A. 

• , 
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- " , 
~ ~ b ("...." j:)....,: t'.".. 

. ~ ~ 1~ ~ 

""" c-:.,. ~ ~~. -- ~, ,:,,,, . ~ 
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d ear straight, 
SECRUARy'S OrncE. Thank. for your welooa8 and kindl1 let ter.le 

.111 be .ome time before I send you any "c·opy" for tho .I.plo reUOh 

that thero are .0 manY other thlnga to be dons that I ca'nt ,.t boyoDd 
• 

Ite flf~h chapter of a book that must havs at lea.t t •• nty,and thero'. 

no use In bothering you until the thing's a certalnty.Whon I wrote you 

I had Just g.ot out o~ ,the lur.lng)lome,tull of go.od rs.olut l on. u tc 

avoid i ng the world,the ne.h and the devil for the next six months and 
- 1 

working at thlls bo ok,~ut 1.'hollDe prop,os8 and la l fsr!IIle and many other 

factors 1n life d lspo~e n t .and 150 Hell's paved afresh.It I can get as 

much 8S half the thing done by New year Itll senq it to you,but take no

te,You willing cOllaboirator,8hat I only want head piece. and a fs w mar
gldal decora tive blts, ~or the main Idea of Illustration will be photo. 

of which I have 

rftvour as I can 

taten a l ot Oh purpose. The book I. of .uch literary 

Inform It wlth;lt purports to treat .ympathetlcally of 

Houseboat Days,a form of human joy of which you probably know little. but 

which I,for one,have found to be very real. It Is a .ubject which .iant 

appeal,as Phil Robinson's Ind'an work dld,to a large circl. of reeder. 
, 

at home,lf decently done,and I think It I. fairly h.W. The head-ple.e. 

could be .... I·.portlns,of doge and g ..... -blnl. and wild-fowl,and .... 1. 

pastoral,wlth a Chlno.e motif In all. 80 you can pr.pare your pon. 

I know you will think me a barbarian for wanting to put pbotos in a 'Oak , 

but tbe Idoa I. to .how tbe .Ille. and actual .urro.ndlnga cf Rou •• 'oat 

.. 
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lifo in theee part . and the people and places as they are . Not Ilninter-

ting,and 80me o ~ the pictures are really good,tho s t ift,nat ural ly. 

I got a lo t ter from Mr. Richard R.D.today and she .end. ~e a copy of 

h.r hu.band', late.t crime,the Bar Sini.ter. I really think if h. cOllld 

not do eome t hing better than t hi e he .hould .tick t o telli ng of ~apanes. 

slallght.r and 'Ilch thing. for the pre.s.R. insul t s t he i ntslligenc. of 

psople who know anyth1ng of dogs when he asks one t o bel i eve that .enti

... ntal yarn df fUial piety in canine.,and the who l e th i ng mi ght have 

made a decent magaz ine article,omittin g ths Baid i mpossibil i ty. It l~s 
\ that •••• ntia1 conviction without which dogs should not enter into the 

work 01' a literary man. He 18 a pr l ze-winner,bu t no doa/man. 

Neve rthele8e,the Lady i s worthy of all estee m and de vo tlon,and t here-
• 

tOTe he 1s f org iv en any at roc i t y , 1n advance. 

Jr, ' ('"'f : -....~ ~ t...1k . .)~ . 
t...H-1~a ~ ,,,,,II.. (~ !y .......... ;C.f"'-e ~"'-.U--C~ '. 

~ ~ 

--------~ (~ "2~_ 
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