
"There is not such a cradle of democracy  
upon the earth as the Free Public Library, this 
republic of letters, where neither rank, office, 

nor wealth receives the slightest 
consideration."

Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919)







Similarities
• Collection development
• Understanding community served
• Providing Service 
• Organization
• Security
• Library Systems and Consortiums



Differences:
• Connectivity: a core and critical service
• Security
• Collection development
• Organization & Funding
• Library systems and consortiums
• Popular culture, community 

connections, volunteers
• Children, teens



Libraries are the most frequent sites of 
broadband access outside the home. As 
employers and government agencies 
automate services online, public libraries 
play an even more important role in 
ensuring access to the Internet, as well as 
training and support in using these 
resources.” 
—John B. Horrigan, Ph.D., Federal 
Communications Commission 

67% of public libraries are 
the ONLY provider of free 
public access to 
computers and the 
Internet in their 
communities.

Libraries Connect Communities: Public 
Library Funding & Technology Access 
Study 2009-2010  

http://www.ala.org/ala/research/initiatives/plftas/2009_2010/index.cfm�
http://www.ala.org/ala/research/initiatives/plftas/2009_2010/index.cfm�
http://www.ala.org/ala/research/initiatives/plftas/2009_2010/index.cfm�


Security





We suggest

http://tcpl.org/we-suggest.php�


Local History Digital Collection

Genealogy 
Research 
Guides

http://tcpl.org/local-history.php�
http://tcpl.org/research/guide-genealogy.php�
http://tcpl.org/research/guide-genealogy.php�
http://tcpl.org/research/guide-genealogy.php�


Organization & Funding
• County employees but governed 

by a Board of Trustees
• Civil Service
• Youth Services, Adult Reference
• TCPL Foundation
• Friends of the TCPL
• Finger Lakes Library System







Community connections





Community Connections















We are a safe haven for 
our most vulnerable citizens

What people seek matters and 
can be found at the library



Paleo-Future: A Look into the Future that Never Was/

http://www.paleofuture.com/�
http://www.paleofuture.com/�
http://www.paleofuture.com/�


Tompkins County Public Library 
strives to inspire and educate all 

members of our community during 
each stage of their lives, to be a 

place where people can 
experience the joy of reading, the 

power of information, and the 
strength of community 

connections.



SOURCES
• Fed Ex Company Facts 
• IMLS, Public Libraries in the United States: Fiscal Year 2007
• “Are Libraries Finished? Five Reasons For and Against” by 

Peter Jackson, February 4, 2010 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-12340505 

• Libraries Connect Communities: Public Library Funding & 
Technology Access Study 2009-2010  

• Library Value Calculator
• PaleoFuture: The future that never was
• OCLC, 2010, primary research; ALA, 2010, “A Perfect Storm 

Brewing.” 
• Statistical Abstracts of the United States, 2010; 

www.mpaa.org/researchStatistics.asp
• TCPL Local History Digital Collection

factshttp://about.fedex.designcdt.com/our_company/company_information/fedex_corporation�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-12340505�
http://www.ala.org/ala/research/initiatives/plftas/2009_2010/index.cfm�
http://www.ala.org/ala/research/initiatives/plftas/2009_2010/index.cfm�
http://tcpl.org/services/calculator.php�
http://www.paleofuture.com/�
http://www.mpaa.org/researchStatistics.asp�
http://tcpl.org/local-history.php�
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