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PREFACE

A ores Drcxsox Weirre buil 2 great library. ‘The exhibition, A Legacy of Ideas: Andhyew
Dickson White and the Founding of the Cornell University Library, has been assembled in recogni-
tion of the accomplishments of this distinguished collector of books and manuscripts. White
began acquiring books during his undergraduate years, and continued to do so until his death in
1918, at the age of eighty-five. Of the collections that he built, those focusing on the French
Revolution, witchcraft, architecture, the Reformation, and slavery, abolition, and the Civil War
were of the first rank. His achievements have lefi a remaslkable legacy, yet White is seldom iden-
tified as one of the great collectors of the nineteenth century.

That Andrew Dickson White is often overlooked is surprising but understandable. White's
reputation as an educator and historian have always overshadowed his bibliophilic achievements.
His approach to collecting was utilitarian rather than flamboyant, and he gave away ownership of
his library soon after its creation. He is best known for his collaboration with Ezra Cornell in
designing and establishing Cornell University. Their vision of a “wuly American university” fully
integrated the teaching of agtriculture and mechanical arts with a broad liberal education in a non-
sectarian institution “where the most highly prized instruction may be afforded to all regardless of
sex or color.” Such an institution was, indeed, unique in 1865. Whitc’s and Cornell’s ideas sig-
nificantly influenced the development of higher education in the United States.

White was also a founding figure in the development of the American historical profession.
When in 1857 he was appointed Professor of History and English Literature at the University of
Michigan, he was one of the very first individuals to hold such a ritle. He served as the fiest pres-
ident of the American Historical Association, As a scholar, White viewed excellent libraries as
essential vo the quality of universities and to the teaching of history. He did not believe that one
could have 2 great university withour a great library.  He also believed that instruction in history
depended heavily on the use of original sources. Nonetheless, his reputation as an educator and
historian, as well as his notable career as a politician and diplomat, have obscured his role as a dis-
tinguished collector.

White’s utilitarian approach to collecting also may have affected his reputation as a collector.
Because of his strong belief in the didactic value of books, he concentrated on acquiring in depth
and breadth on a given theme, rather than on the aesthetic importance or celebrity of particular
volumes. This approach certainly contributes to the continuing vitality and broad use of his col-
lections, but it may not have enhanced his fame as a collector.

Unlike J. Pierpont Morgan, Henry Edwards Huntington, John Jacob Astor, and James
Lenox, White did not establish an institution to house his libraey and to maintain its unique iden-
tity. In 1891 he gave his library in its entirety to Cornell University. Although most of his sig-
nificant assemblages have survived largely intact, some have not, and all have been subsumed with-
in the larger profile of the Cornell Library.
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Therefore, it is with pleasure and enthusiasm that my colleagues here in the Division of Rare
and Manuscript Collections seek to delineate White’s prodigious accomplishments and to convey
his thoughts and experiences in the building of the Andrew Dickson White Historical Library.
The exhibition was curated by Mark Dimunation, Cornell’s Curator of Rare Books, and will open
on the occasion of the meeting of the Rare Books and Manuscripts Section of the Association of
College and Research Libraries ar Cornell, July 2-5, 1996. This catalog was authored by Mark
Dimunation and by Elaine D. Engst, Cornell University Archivist. They were assisted by Lucy
Burgess, Nancy Dean, Ann Ferguson, Maggic Hale, Keith Johnson, Phil McCray, Margaret
Nichols, and Katherine Reagan. Leslie Carrére designed the catalog, using photographs by Robert
Barker and John Pachai. Publication has been made possible by the generous support of the
Cornell University Library Associates and the Helene and Elisabeth Mayer Publication Fund.

H. THOMAS HICKERSON

Director, Division of Rare and
Manuscript Collections



NDREW DICKSON WHITE lefi a rich and varied legacy. As a
scholar, educator, and diplomat, he shaped ideas, influenced this
nations politics, and built a university. And he collected books. The
library he gave to Cornell University in 1891 was the product of over
forty years of passionate collecting. He gathered the scholar’s tools and the
collector’s delights, and amassed one of the great book collections of the
nineteenth century. At the center of Cornell University is the Andrew
Dickson White Historical Library. It was his enduring occupation.
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FOR “BETTER PURPOSES”
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at Cortland Academy, he credited it with influencing his education in two ways: “it gave my moth-
er the best of her education and it gave to me a respect for scholarship. The library and collec-
tions, though small, suggested pursuits better than the scramble for place or pelf..” He learned
to read at an early age. As he remembered in 1905: “Influences of a2 more direct sort came from
a primary school,” where he was taken by a servant who “wished to learn to read—so she slipped
into cthe school and took me with her. As a result, though my memory runs back distinctly to
events near the beginning of my fourth year, it holds not the faintest recollection of a time when
I could not read easily.” His first books were children’s works: Sanford and Merton, “Rollo Books,”
“Peter Parley Books,” and Children’s Magazine. White had a happy childhood, and from both of
his parents and his surroundings gained a love and respect for education and the life of the intellect.

When White was seven the family moved to Syracuse, whete his father had become president
of 2 new bank. White attended public schools and Syracuse Academy. It was at Syracuse Academy
where he met Joseph A. Allen, “the best teacher of English branches I have ever known.” Allen
was a major influence on White: “He seemed to divine the character and enter into the purpose
of every boy. Work under him was a pleasure.” Allen stimulated the young man’s love of learn-
ing in all subjects: literature, spelling, geometry, and nawural science. It was also atr Syracuse
Academy that White was first exposed to abolitienism. “On the moral side, Mr. Allen influenced
many of us by liberalizing and broadening our horizon. He was a disciple of Channing and an
abolitionist, and though he never made the slightest attempt to proselyte any of his scholars, the
very atmosphere of the school made sectarian bigotry impossible.”

White was 2 serious child, particularly given to reading. He wrote in his Autobiography:

As to education outside the school very important to me had been the discov-
ery, when I was about ten years old, of “The Monastery, by the author of
Waverley.” Who the “author of Waverley” was I neither knew nor cared, but
read the book three times, end over end, in a sort of fascinarion.... I reveled in
Scott’s other novels.... [ also read and re-read Bunyan’s Pilgrim 5 Progress, and,
with pleasure even more intense, the earlier works of Dickens which were then
appearing,... But, far more important [were] all Scott’s novels, and especially...
the one which [ have always thought the most fascinating, Quentin Durward,
This novel led me later, not merely to visit Litge and Orléans, and Cléry, and
Tours, but to devour the chronicles and histories of that petied, to become
deeply interested in historical studies, and to learn how great principles lie hid-
den beneath the surface of events.

White recollected with grear fondness the early books of his youth. One in particular, The Gallery
of British Artists, arrived in the White household when Andrew was wn, The volume—a typical
nineteenth-century deluxe production full of engraved plates of English landscapes, literary scenes,
and architectural renderings—opened the world to the young boy. Twelve years later he would
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¢voke the memory of the book when he wandered through the cathedrals of Europe: “It has
always been the dream of my boyhood to stand within these old places and it takes some time to
gain the sense that these things are real.” White later recalled that the book’s literary and histori-
cal vignettes and its plates of architectural gems neatly forecasted his own collecting interests in He-
erature, history, and architecture. These same themes ran through White’s early education. At the
Moravia Academy he encountered Agrippa I Aubigné’s History of the Reformation, a work that he
felt had stwrengthened and deepened his “betier purposes” and set him on the path of historical
studies in the Reformation. Thomas Caxlyle’s Past and Present and John Ruskin’s Seven Lamps of
Architecture similarly inspired and prefigured White’s research and collecting interests.

In his teens, White expanded his literary taste to include contemporary authors. Charles
Kingsley emerged as his favorite writer, but he read widely in poetry as well, including the verse of
James Russell Lowell. He developed a new interest in political writing, especially abour stavery
and it abolition. During the 1840s Syracuse evolved into a center of this political dialogue.
White was able to attend frequent public debates berween the various abolitionist groups, repre-
sented by such men as Gerrit Smith, Wendell Phillips, William Lloyd Garrison, John Parker Hale,
Samuel Joseph May, and Frederick Douglass. The young man was profoundly influenced by the
arguments he heard, and the passions that abolitionism stirred in him would later guide his own
political philesophy.

In 1849, on the recommendation of the Bishop of Syracuse, Whites father sent him to
Geneva (now Hobart) College. Andrew was repelled by the atmosphere of “waywardness and dis-
sipation” there, although he did appreciate some of the professors and “the little student’s library
in my college building.” “Moreover,” he recalled in his Awsobiography, “I1 then began to accumu-
late for myself the library which has since grown to such large proportions.”

But books did not sufficiently ease his displeasure with his educational experience, so White
began a campaign to persuade his father that another institution would be more appropriate for
his schooling. After some conflict, White's father finally allowed him to transfer to Yale University,
from which he graduated in 1853. While he found the education available to him there deficient
in many ways, relying primarily on recitations from textbooks, and neglecting “all studies thar did
not tell upon ‘marks” and ‘standing,™ his friendships among his classmates and teachers were crit-
ical in shaping his intellectual development. The studies that interested him most were political
and historical; he was stirred by the events of his time. His prize-winning essays and orations
reflected his continuing interest in politics, statesmanship, and diplomacy.
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“AN AVALANCHE OF THE MOST SPLENDID BOOKS”

UPON GRADUATION, White and one of his best college friends, Daniel Coit Gilman, went to
Europe to take their Grand Tour, further their education, and establish their interests in furure
occupations. White traveled in England, lived and studied in France and Germany, and served as
the attaché to Thomas Hart Seymour at the American Legation in St. Petersburg. During the
three years’ trip, he kept a diary, describing the people, sights, and events he encounrered. He also
continued his reading, primarily in history, listing the books he read. He also artended plays, and
visited libraries and museums, Most important, he became a serious book collector.

No doubt influenced by his
experience of the paucity of appro-
priate books at Geneva College
and inspired by his historical stud-
ies at Yale, White began accumu-
lating his own library during col-
lege. His trip to Europe intensi-
fied his acquisitiveness, although
his purchases of books began slow-
ly, with a few cautious and judi-
cious selections. But his passion
had been whetted, and he soon
began to acquire books ar a rate
and with an acuity that would ult-
mately make him one of the great
book collectors of the nineteenth
century. After only a few weeks in
London, Whire had accumulated
an enormous book bill, one large
enough that he hesitated to write
home about it unzil the deed was
done and he had moved on to
Paris. From there he wrote w
warn his mother in February of
1854 that alchough the bill had
been paid, she should still brace
herself for a “tertible financial rev-
clation as well as an avalanche of  Andyew Dickson White to bis mother. Paris, February 9, 1854. “...the most
the most splendid books ever seen splendid books ever seen in Syracuse.”

in Syracuse.” The letter opened a
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dialogue between White and his family about his forays into book collecting. In part to justify
himself, and in past to share his excitement, White frequently recorded his purchases in his diary
and in his letters home. “Your father looked rather blue at first about so large an investment in
books,” his mother responded, “but the remainder of your letrer was so very interesting, and, unit-
ed with my own reasoning soon brought him ‘all O.K.””

Horace White had encouraged his son in academic pursuits, and even in the acquisition of an
appropriate library, but Andrew’s enthusiastic entrée into the antiquarian boek market challenged
his father's more modest notion of how the family’s wealth should be administered and displayed.
Nevertheless, Andrew’s mother, who early on became his great ally in building his collection,
reported that although his father found the expenditure to be significant, he “acknowledges that
it is much better so than the same amount upon anything else.” With his justification clear in his
own mind, and with a semblance of his. family’s blessing, White launched into the building of his
library with great determination. His first serious efforts in London were guided by Henry
Stevens, an agent for the Smithsonian Institution and an eminent biblisgrapher in his own right.
White described this tutelage in a letter to his mother:

I saw the magnificent editions of books which would be so useful to me and so
ornamental to my library. Morcover, though they were dear, they were much
cheaper than English books imported into our country. More than this, after
becoming acquainted with Mr. Stevens, the agent of the Smithsonian Institute,
whose taste in the matter is perfect, I received so many useful hints about buy-
ing and as to the dates of the best editions &c. thar I really could not resist the
temptation, and before leaving I had bought to the amount of £100.... This
collection by no means comprised all that I wanted, but merely all I dared ro
buy. It is small, but as far as it goes perfect, and is by far the best collection of
the kind ever seen in our central city.... I have for a long time, dear mother,
desired as you know ro build up a fine library—not of great size but choice and
at the same time useful—a library such that if T ever write again at home, as [
have done, on any subject requiring study, I shall not have to do almost entire-
ly without books of reference or to ransack the bookstores to find a volume to
give me some little help, or perhaps no help ar all. The chance to make an addi-
tion to my collection seemed to me such 2 one as I could not afford to lose.

White had already developed a taste for modest scts of volumes, typically preferring substan-
tial and plain bindings over a more elegant production. His business was to gather together a
respectable freading library of established authors. His diary noted: “Thursday, December 29
[1853]. Employed this day mainly in looking after books, of which I bought a fine copy of
Burnet's Reformarion, 6 vols,, bound works of Sir Thomas Browne and Burton's Anazomy of
Melaricholy;|in all £5 10s.” A luxurious binding or the fetching provenance, though tempting, was
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Un monstre a trois tétes (1789)

usually passed over in favor of content, although White was indeed more susceptible to fine points
than he would admit. The day before he was to set off to Paris from London in February of 1854,
White noted in his diary: “Wanted very much to get a copy of Plutarch containing the poet Gray’s
autograph and notes but thought it best not to do 50.” By the following day, he had succumbed.
“To Union bank and drew £20...and took the Plutarch 77s (3 guineas).”

Even in his early purchases in England, White revealed an interest in materials that reflected
the daily lives of ordinary people in the midst of extraordinary circumstances. Throughour his
collection are substantial representations of popular literature, prints, political cartoosns, posters,
newspapers, and a vast array of ephemera that document intimarely the experience of grand his-
torical moments. He acquired a massive volume of James Gillray's caricatures of the Frepch rev-
olution because they could speak to the “wild partisan madness of England toward France” in a
manner that no text could mimic. Similarly, he bought a complete run of Punch because of its
compelling images: “Loocking aver the caricatures, the leading eveats in modern English history
ate fastened to one’s mind so that it is utrerly impossible ever to lose them.” This same reasoning
would propel White's collection for the next fifty years, and prompted him to acquire significant
batches of such popular matcrials as French political cartoons, examples of European and
American paper mongy, and an impressivé collection of Civil War posters, pamphlets, and broad-
sides.

A
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Andrew Dickson White to his mother. July 3, 1856. “I have the most choice little German
and French library of 700 vols.”

While in Russia, he commented on political events, the Crimean War, and the funeral of the
Emperot Nicholss & Upon returning vo France, he went to the Hétel des Archives de EEmpire
to try to find letters from Jefferson to Robespierre. Later in 1855, he went to Betlin and wrote:
“Tuesday, Octaber 2. Letter from Mother dated Sept. 15. to Berggold’s, where I boughe first vol-
ume of Gervinus, History of XIX Century and a splendid copy of Reynard the Fox by Goethe and
illustrated by Kaulbach. At noon was matriculated into the University,”

|

Tt was a heady atmosphere for White at the University of Berlin, where he had decided to con-
tinue his;studies. History was a strong course of reading there, and the world of the German uni-
versity, with its vigorous lecture system, gave White a perspective on scholarship and education
that would guide his entire carcer. With his studies complete, he went on to Switzerland and Iealy,
seeing the sights and continuing to buy books. In a letter to his mother, July 3, 1856, shortly
before his teturn heme, he boasted of his fibsary, which he had just finished packing:
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Fact is, [ have the most choice little German and French library of 700 vols seen
in 2 long time—a perfect gem—by no means so rich and expensive il propor-
tion as my English library, bur—never mind—TI'll show it to you one of these
days, Heaven prospering, and if you or grandma commence any unpleasant
philosophizing as the use of so many books, I shall take the greatest pleasure in
convincing you of the exceeding propriety and profit of the speculation.

White's library, after all, was to be a scholar’s library, one
thar reflected his newly realized intention of becoming
a professional scholar and teacher. He had discovered in
Berlin a taste for the academic life—the contemplative
researcher, peering over a fortress of volumes, “books
sprawled out around me looking scholarly to a degree
hitherto unknown in my personal history.”

Upon coming home to the United States, White'
returned to Yale for a year of post-graduate study. There
he lobbied to secure one of the nation’s first appoint- ety :
ments in the newly defined field of History. He did ST b

some public speaking, notably 2 lecture on *Civilization = 'i;%[,’ e ,/"‘;‘}j

in Russia,” for a New Haven series. He also wrate his- = £ /L;Rf::’u f’fgs: el

votical essays for The New Englander and The Atlantic A 2 H

Monthly. The University of Michigan offered White a Tor, tot, tot (1789)

position as Professor of History and English Literature.
He accepted, and moved to Ann Arbor in Qctober
1857, just after his marriage to Mary Amanda
Outwater.

“THE MAKING OF HISTORY”

WHITE was quite aware of the uniqueness of his assignment as Professor of History at
Michigan, and his approach to the students’ course of study reflected his own innovative views on
education. Although White followed the example of his instructor at Yale, President Theodore
Dwight Woolsey, and assigned to his Michigan students close readings of Frangois Guizot's History
of Civilization in Eurgpe, he balanced this nod to tradition with an enthusiastic exploration of pri-
mary sources. White's lectures on “The French Revolution” or “German History from the Revival
of Learning™ made ample use of original documents in his possession. “I found,” he later observed
in the Autobiography, “that passages actually read from important originals during my lectures gave
a reality and vividness to my instruction which were otherwise unattainable.” He prepared for his
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classes “the most important originals bearing upon their current work,” and for him “it was no
small pleasure to point out the relations of these to the events which had formed the subject of
our studies together.” Students were required to read liberally in a wide range of such historians
as Edward Gibbon, Henry Hallam, Leopold von Ranke, Augustin Thierry, and Thomas Macaulay.
Pulled from the shelves of his personal library, these volumes fulfilled the promise White had made
while in Europe—anything worth reading or writing about was to be found in his collection.

First and foremost, White was a teacher, and he was determined to convey his enthusiasim to
his students by lectures, independent reading, discussion, and illustrative materials from his own
collections. As he wrote in his Autobiography, it was his library that made all of this possible:

In order that my work might be fairly well based, I had, during my college days
and my first stay abroad, begun collecting the private library which has added
certainly to the pleasures, and probably the usefulness, of my life. Books which
are now costly rarities could then be bought in the European capirals for petty
sums.... My reason for securing such original material was not the desire to
possess rarities and curiosities.... A citation of the ipsissima verba of Erasmus,
or Luther, or Melanchthon, ar Peter Canisius, or Louis XIV, or Robespierre, or
Marat, interested my students far more than any quotation at second hand
could do. No rhetoric could impress on a class the real spirit and strength of
the middle ages as could one of my illuminated psalters or missals; no decla-
mation upon the boldness of Luther could impress thinking young men as did
citations from his “Erfurt Sermon,” which, by weakening his safe-conduct, put
him virtually at the mercy of his enemies at the Diet of Worms; no statements
as to the famity of Robespierre could equal citations from an original copy of
his “Report on the Moral and Religious Considerations which Ought to
Govern the Republic”; all specifications of the folly of Marar paled before the
ravings in the original copies of his newspaper, “CAmi du Peuple”; no statistics
regarding the paper-money craze in France could so impress its acruality on stu-
dents as did the seeing and handling of French revolutionary assignats and
mandats, many of them with registration numbers clearly showing the enor-
mous quantities of this currency then issued; no iHlusteation, at second hand, of
the methods of the French generals duting the Revolutionary period could pro-
duce the impression given by a simple exhibition of the broadsides issued by
the proconsuls of that period; no descriprion of the collapse of the triumvirate
and the Reign of Terror could equal a half-hour’s reading from the “Moniteur”;
and all accounts of the Empire were dim compared to grandiose statements
read from the original bulletins of Napaoleon.
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First issue of Marats UAmi du Peuple (1789)

Several decades after his time in Michigan, when White was describing how his library should
be incorporated into the Cornell University collections, he noted that the library he had gathered
was not “a mere mass of historical nasratives,” Its value lay in the bulk of his collection, the “mate-

rial which in and by itself shows the making of history, especially the greater epochs.”

“My LIBRARY ON THE REVOLUTION”

A.NDREW DicksoN WHITE'S intetest in the French Revolution dated back to the time when he
lived in Paris as a young man and studied at the Sorbonne and the Collége de France. Then, he
was able to visit the sites of major events, talk with veterans of the Republic and the Napoleonic
period at the Hotel des Invalides, and begin collecting original sources for the peried. “During
my student life in Paris,” he later recalled in his Autobiography:

...I had devoted much time to the study of this subject, had visited nearly all

the places most closely connected with it not only in Paris but throughout

France, had meditated upon the noble beginnings of the Revolution in the

Palace and Tennis-court. and Church of St. Louis at Versailles; at Lyons, upon

RSSSSH |; [ee—
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the fusillades; at Nantes, upon the ngyades; ar the Abbaye, the Carmelite
monastery, the Barriére du Trdne, and the cemetery of the Rue Picpus in Paris,
upon the Red Terror; at Nimes' ahdhwig’,non and in La Vendée, upon the White
Terror had collected, in all patts of France, masses of books, manuscripts, pub-
lig d nents anid illustrated muavetial on the whiole struggle: full sets of the
leadmg newspapers of the Revolutionary period, more than seven thousand
pamphilets, reposts, speeches, and other fugitive publications, with masses -of
paper money, caricaturés, broadsides, and the like, thus forming my library on
the Revolution.

White's collection included a substantial number of printed bools and pamphlets, an impor-
tant gathering of manuscripts, and a prominent collection of prints and perttaits documenting all
facets and petiods of the French Revolution. It-chronicled the eventsand ideas of the Revolution
from the Old Regime through the Napoleonic efa, and addressed sogial, political, and economic
issues at the center in Pasis as well as in-the outlying provinces. Polirical theory, economic trends,
agriculrire and subsistence, public affaiss, provincial administration, literature, the theater and the
arts, and the papular view of Revohstionary Brance all fell within the scope of White's collection.

At the core of the collection is an imptessive grouping of thousands of pamphlets, d'fcu—
menting in intimate détail the course of the Revolation and the people’s reaction to it. The cata-
log of the collection described the pamphlets: “he bought from an old dealer on one of the duals
the great body of contemporary pamphlets—filling nearly five hundred classified and indexed
cartons—which is still the bulkiest element of the collection...”
An additional ten cartons of pamphlets documenting the
early years of the Revolution came from the library of
Charles Brunet. Other books and journals were
obrained from the libraries of Buckle, Pochet-
Deroche, and the Comte de Nadaillac.
Central political texts, such as significant
editions of Rousseau, Montesquicu,
and other Enlightenment philosophes,
are complemented by fine holdings
of revolutionary texts, among them
the Projet de déclaration des droits de
Uhomme et du citoyen. The collection

is exceptionally strong in works ema-

nating from the Parisian democratic and

Membership tag from a political party during
the French Revolution

Ria ), (PN
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“THE GREATEST PRIVATE LIBRARY THIS COUNTRY HAS YET SEEN”

u HILE AT MICHIGAN, White solidified his unique philosophy of American education. Inspired
initially by his experience in Europe and his interaction with colleagues at Yale, White was also
greacly influenced at Michigan by President Henry Philip Tappan. Tappan conceived of the uni-
versity as a place where medicine, law, and engineering were tanght equally with arts and letters.
This was accomplished partly through a system of visiting lecturers. One of these lecturers,
George William Curtis, became a friend of White’s. In his speech at the Inauguration of Cotnell
University in 1868, Custis recalled: that, while still at Michigan, White had “unfolded to me his
idea of the great work that should be done in the great state of New York. Surely, he said, in the
greatest state there should arisc a university which by the amplitude of its endowment and by the
whole scope of its intended sphere, by the characeer of the studies in the whole scope of the cur-
riculum, should satisfy the wants of the hour... It should rise...until it fulfilled the highest ideal
of what a university should be.... Until the hour was late this young scholar dieamed aloud to me
these dreams; and-at the close, our parting, our consolation was that we lived in 2 country that was
open to every generous idea, and that it was still a possibility that his dream one day might be real-
ized.”

In 1860 Horace White died, leaving a-large estate for his son to sertle. With substantial
funds—between $200,000 and $300,000—at his disposal, White was now-at liberty to explore
avenues that he had previously only imagined.” He returned to Syracuse for his father’s funeral,
and renewed his commitment to fulfill his father’s wishes: In his acknowledgment of Charles C,
Tiffany’s condolences, White wrote: “Therewith I hope to aid in laying a goodly foundation for
education—but [ am determined...to build up the greatest piivate library this country has yet seen
and after I have done with it to make'it a public library. That was the wish of my father.”

On returning from Syracuse, White began to sketch out his vision of univeisity education. In
the meantime, his teaching .continued to attrace bljéad interest on the Michigan campus, at times
pr_ompriﬂg controversy as White challenged his students to view the political questions of their
own time with the same critical approach char they. took with, say, the French Revolution. White
responded to the issues of the Civil War petiod in almost every way he could. In his teaching he
culled from the past laudable examples of societies that valued the rights of free men over the shal-
low benefits of slavery. The lessori of the demise of Louis XIV of France, as oné lectinte suggest-
ed, is that we are absolute in authority only aver our own lives; that we are each merely a “limit-
ed monarch” over the lives and souls of those about us. White brought a more direct message to
Michigan by inviting abolitionists such as Wendell Phillips and Frederick Douglass—reformers he
had first encountered in Syracuse—to lecture on campus. And when war broke our, White ral-
lied the Michigan units and exhorted students with lectures on individual duty. This level of
involvement would have to suffice, for White failed to qualify for military service. He later



A LEGACY OF IDEAS

A MAN

KIDNAPPED

A PURBLIC MEETING AT

FANEUIL HALL'

WILL BE HELD

THI3 FRIDAY EVENG.

May 26th, at 7 o’clock,

To necure justice for A MAN CLATMENI AS A SLAVE bya

VIRGINIA

KIDNAPPER! |

And NOW TMPRISONED IN:-BOSTON COURT HOUSE. in

deflanee of the Laws of Massachadcits. Shall he be planged inie the Hell of
Firginle Slavery by & Mussachwsetis Judge of Frobate T

BOSTON, May 3th, 1854,

|

Poster rallying Boston vo protese the Fugitive Slave Law, 1854



A LEGACY OF IDEAS

Manuscripts in the collection parallel the strengths of the printed materials, Most of the
pieces date from the decade of the Revolution, bur there are also many documents, chiefly mili-
tary, from the Napoleonic petiod. Included are adminiscrative, financial, and military documents,
official and personal letters, minutes, and clippings. Among the major figures represented are
Bailly, Babeuf, Danton, Dumouriez, Fouché, Lafayette, Louis XTIV, Marie Antoinette, Mirabeau,
Napoleon, Necker, Robespierte, Sigyes, and Talleyrand.

A prominent feature of White’s collection is a superb group of over one thousand prints and
portraits, which stand as vivid testimony to the experience of the French Revolution. These
engravings, many of them polirical caricatures, each illustrate with a single image the sentiments
and the various viewpoints expressed during the Revolution. They include sensational depictions
of events, from the Revolution to Napoleon, satirical portraits, and vicious attacks. They chroni-
cle the course of events of the Revolution, commemorating battles and ceremonies, and capturing
the likenesses of key participants of the Revolution. A good number are hand-colored.

Throughout his life, White returned to the French Revolution, lecturing and writing on the
subject, including “An Abridged Bibliography of the French Revolution,” published as an appen-
dix to O’Connor Motris Histoty of the French Revolution (1875), and Paper-Money Inflation in
France: How it Came; What it Brought; and How it Ended (1876). His popular lectures on the
French Revolution were published in Outlines of Lectures in History, Addressed to the Students of
Cornell Universizy (1883), including “France before the Revolution,” “The French Revolution,”
and “Modern France, including the Third Republic.” They also appeared in The French
Revolution, a syllabus of lectures that went through various editions, extended and revised for stu-
dents at the University of Michigan, Cotnell University, the University of Pennsybvania, Johns
Hopkins University, Columbia University, Tulane University, and Stanford University from 1859
to 1889. "He used the collection in his political speeches as well: “Nor has the collection been
without other uses. Upon it was based my pamphlet on ‘Paper Money ...," and this, being circu-
lated widely as a campaign document duting two different periods of financial delusion, did, I
hope, something to set some controlling men into fruitful trains of thought on one of the most
important issucs ever presented to the American people.”

In 1891 White presented his historical library, including his French Revolution Collection of
pamphlets, books, manuscripts, newspapers, and prints, to the Cornell University Library. A
detailed catalog of the collection, Catalogue of the Historical Library of Andrew Dickson White. Vol,
II: The French Revolurion, was published in 1894, White’s librarian, George Lincoln Bur, later
added to the collection, among other items, documents on the pre-Revolutionary and
Revolutionary period from the Revue Retrospective, works on French local history, and a collection
of French pamphlets on the fall of Napoleon and the Bourbon Restoration. Other donors, notably
Arthur H. and Mary Marden Dean, would continue to build on White’s legacy. Currently the col-
lection includes over 18,000 books and pamphlets, i \ _ \
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republican Left, from the beginning of the Revolution to the collapse
and liquidation of the Babouvist conspiracy in 1797. The history of
these radical forces may be traced not only through the journals of their
leaders, bur also through the activities of the political dubs, the
Commune, and the assemblies of the various districts and sections of
the capital. The collection is particularly strong in the writings of
democratic leaders such as Marat, Hébert, Robespierre, Brissot de
Warville, Bailly, and Pétion.

Materials on the Revolutionary government include laws and other
documents from the Estates General, the National Assemblies, the
National Convention; and other bodies at the national, depattmental,
and local levels. The collection concentrates on the areas of econormics
and finance, with materials on agriculture, taxation, currency reform,
transport, customs, and the Calonne-Necker dispute, Books and pam-
phlets also document such subjects as freedom of the press, human
rights, women and divorce, the abolition of slavery, the Santo Domingo
{Haiti and the Dominican Republic) question, foreign affairs, the mil-
itary, secularization, the press, and the theater,

The création of a democratic and republican culture is also docu-
mented by a wealth of popular literature. A group of almanacs illus-
trates the political and cultutal climate of the Revolution; some convey
a political message, while others testify to the condnuity of rural life in
cighteenth - century France. Broadsides, revolutienary catechisms,
songs and hymns, speeches, and denunciations from Paris and the
provinces make up a majority of the collection, As documents and arti-
facts they speak to beth the overwhelming experience of revolution and
its daily realities.

The collection also contains a comprehensive set of French news-
papers from the Revolutionary era, including those thar reported events
and debares in the central government, those connected with Parisian
political clubs, and those from the provinces. The collection is extreme-
ly strong in its holdings of popular newspapers, as well as aristocratic,
royalist, and anti-revolutionary papers. Some contain songs; some
include engraved illustrations. Also included are prospectuses for many
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Whites Civil War scrapbook, “Rebellion Miscellany”

recalled that “my friends all about me were volunteering, and I also volunteered, bur was rejected
with scorn.” The examining physician tried to assuage White's disappoinunent by counseling
him: “Your work must be of a different sore.”

White took this advice to heart. Part of his work would be to observe, comment on, and doc-
ument the war. In a letter to Daniel Gilman, he noted that he was represented throughout the
army by his students, and he retained their letters from the battefield as dvidence.
Correspondence from Union soldiers was but a small part of what eventually became Wm’s Civil
War Collection, a documentary assemblage largely made up of pamphlets, newspapers, posters,
maps, documents, and ephemera. This collection differed from White’s others in that it was a
gathering of conternporary materials. The items selected for the collection reflect White’s direct
personal relationship with the subject. The collection focuses on the polirical maneuverings of the
period as well as the reporting of the acrual military conflict. White’s passion for debating current
politics in the public forum is revealed through numerous batches of pamphlets and booklets on
a variety of topics. He accumulated large groupings of pamphlets on issues such as thé Fugitive
Slave Law, the entry of free states into the Union, and the money question. Th:l.j:ivil War
Collection comprised several thousand pamphlers and documents when it was finally fansferred
to Carnell University in 1891. The volumes of pamphlets, bound in the distinctive White
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Library binding, carried titdes such as “Scriptural Anti-Slavery,” “War Songs, 1861-1867,” or
“Harpets Fetty, Draft Riots, Death of Lincoln,” Hundreds of volumes were labeled simply
“Rebellion Pamphlets.”

White’s involvement with this collection is most clearly felt in a series of folio scrapbooks enti-
tled “Rebellion Miscellany.” Full of clippings, prints, announcements, and mementos glued to
large, thick pages, the albums tell a detailed and personal story of the Civil War from Fort Sumter
to Lincoln’s assassination. Remnants from a myriad of daily events are given focus and weight in
these sctapbooks. Covering the pages are news clippings and pictorials from papers such as Frank
Leslies Hlustrated Newspaper. Posters from Sanitary Fairs, fund-raisers for orphans’ homes, or
announcements of lectures and sermons are found along with paper patterns for hospital slippers
and mittens to be made for the Union soldiers. Paper money, draft postess, roster lists, and bat-
tle plans demonstrate the constant presence of the war, as do mundane bits of paper from daily
routines, heavily decorated for the cause—calendars, receipts, playing cards, wbacco labels, and
even paper shirt collars and swatches of pawriotic calico, emblazoned with the flag and the word
“Union” to show one’s loyalty. Each album is indexed by White in his own hand, organizing the
contents by barttle, personal name, and “chronological record.” This was the Civil War as Whitce
collected ic.

Perhaps surptising for a professor who artracted considerable attention for his strong aboli-
tionist stance, White did not collect heavily on the subject of slavery and its abolition. The topic
was instead substantially covered by the gift of the collection of White's close friend, the Reverend
Samuel Joseph May, an active and early champion of the Anti-Slavery movement from Syracuse.
He was “one of the nobiest, truest, and most beautiful characters I have ever seen,” Whire later
recalled, and “2 man who had exercised a most happy influence over my opinions and who had
contributed much to the progress of anti-slavery ideas in New England and New York.” May
donated his large collection of pamphlets, books, and newspapers to Cornell in 1870, The May
Anti-Slavery Collection became the focus for a strong collection development campaign among
Abolitionists and their friends in the United States and Great Britain. William Lloyd Garrison,
Wendell Phillips, and Gerrit Smith wrote, signed, and circulated an appeal in 1874, They remind-
ed friends of the movement that it was of “great importance thar the literarure of the Anti-Slavery
movement, both in this country and Great Britain, should be preserved and handed down, that
the purposes and the spirit, the methods and the aims of the Abolitionists should be dlearly known
and understood by future generations.” The effort was successful; the Cornell University Library
developed an And-Slavery Collection that is unique for its depth and coverage. The May Anti-
Slavery Collection, in combination with White's Civil War holdings, gave the Cornell Library a
significant strength in nineteenth-century American history.

The outbreak of the war and his own bad health led White to take a leave of absence from
Michigan, He returned to Syracuse, whete he continued to develop his dream of a new approach
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o education. In August 1862 he wrote to the Syracuse philanthropist and abolitionist Gerrit
Smith, proposing “a truly grear University...to secure a place where the most highly prized instruc-
tion may be afforded to all—regardless of sex ot color.” Such an institution, he continued, “must
be splendidly endowed. It must have the best of Libraries—Collections in different depart-
ments—Laboratory—Observatory—Botanical Garden perhaps,—Professorships—ILectureships.”
Smith replied that his health was very poor and he could not think about establishing a universi-
ty. White went off to England, with the idea of trying to influence British public opinion for the
Union cause. He wrote letters and pamphlets, and his responses to the American correspondent
of the London Times were published in this country. He spent the spring and summer in Europe,

taking health cures and buying books.

THE CORNERSTONE OF A GREAT UNIVERSITY

WHEN WHITE RETURNED to the United States, he was astonished to find himself nominated as
the Republican candidate from Syracuse to the New York State Senate. He was elected, and in
1864 became Chairman of the Education Committee, There White at thirty-one, the youngest
member of the Senate, met Ezra Cornell, chairman of the Agriculvare Committee. Ezra Cornell’s
bill to endow 2 public library in Ithaca was oné of the first mattets to come before White's com-
mittee. The Education Committee also administered the Motrill Land Grane Act which had been
passed by Congress in 1862, appropriating public lands to aid state agricultural and mechanical
colleges. While Comell initially wanted to use half of the Morrill funds for the agricultural col-
lege at Ovid, White was determined to keep the fund together for the development of a single
great university. Through their discussions, the idea of a universicy also grew in Cornell’s mind.
When the Legislature met in 1865, White introduced a bill in the Senate “to establish the Cornell
University and to appropriate 1o it the income of the sale of public lands granted to this State.”
After much political maneuvering; the bill was passed in the Assembly and in the Senate, and was
signed by Governor Reuben E. Fenton on April 27. White was elected to the Board of Trustees
and asked to prepare bylaws. His Report of the Commitice on Orgunization provides a detailed
description of White's conception, intellectual and physical, of the new university. The Trustees
applauded the report and unanimously elected Andrew Dickson White the first president of
Cornell University.

The new university opened on October 7, 1868. White's inaugural address reiterated his fun-
damental ideas: the union of liberal and practical education; equality in prestige among the cours-
es of study; variety of courses and freedom of choice aong thems; the elevation of sciendfic study;
the need for full cultural development of the individual; student self-government; continued
renewal of the Board of Trustees and election of Alamni Trustees; a close relationship between the
University and the state school system, with state revenues provided for higher education; non-
sectarianism; and the refusal to make any distincrions by race or sex.
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Cornell University, ca. 1869

White enunciated the ideals of the new university through his “Plan of Organization” and
inaugural address. He traveled in Europe to learn about the newest innovations in technical edu-
cation. He was largely responsible for recruiting faculty for the new institution, and particulatly
for introducing the idea of non-resident professors who could enhance the educational atmos-
phere. White had long considered coeducation an integtal part of his educational plan. He had
advocated it while he was at Michigan, deliberately selected the word “person” in the Cornell
Charter, and urged it in his inaugural address. In 1871, White, with Henry W. Sage, visited a
number of coeducational institutions and the next year published a remarkable report to the Board
of Trustees in support of coeducation.

To Andrew Dickson White, the ideas of a great university and a great libracy wese inextrica-
bly linked. White envisioned the library as the heart of the university, “the culmination of all.”
As President, he was instrumental in the development of the university’s library and its other col-
lections by his own purchases, by encouraging the gifts of others, and, after his retirement, by the
gift of his own collection. He influenced the design of the building that would house the Library
for many years and whose tower would become the symbol of Cornell University.
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Ezra Comell provided the initial funds for equipping the new university, including its nascent
library, while White articulated che institution’s philosophy. In his Repors of the Committee on
Organization, White argued that libraries must contain both the new and the old, and “a worthy
[ibrary should possess the works of every man who has made his mark in literature, science or the
arts.” The trustees appropriared $7,500 for the purchase of books in September 1867; this was
increased to $11,000 in 1868. White traveled to Eurape thar year to purchase books and equip-
ment for the new university. When he had spent the University’s funds, he appealed to Fzra
Cornell for additional money, and used his own resources as well. He later wrote of his friend
Cornell:

During my stay in Europe, through the summer of 1868, under instructions to
study various institutions for technical education, to make large purchases of
books, and to secute one or two men greatly needed in special departments not
then much cultivated in this country, his generosity was unfailing. Large as
were the purchases which [ was authorized to make, the number of desirable
things outside this limit steadily grew larger; but my letters to him invariably
brought back the commission to secure this additional material.

With Cornell’s assistance, White the book collector could now influence the creation of a univer-
sity library. In his Autobiography and diaries, he recorded some of his acquisitions on this signifi-
cant buying trip: “Having found, in the catalogue of a London bookseller, a set of Piranesi’s great
work on the ‘Antiquities of Rome,’—a superb copy, the gift of 2 pope 1o a royal duke,—I showed
it to him, when he at once ordered it for our library at a cost of about a thousand dollass.”
Putchases included large collections of books as well as individual diles. One example was the
library of Professor Charles Anthon of Columbia University, “probably the lacrgest and best col-
lection in classical philology which had been brought together in the United States. Discussing
the situation with Mr. Cornell, I showed him the danger of restricting the institution to purely
scientific and technical studies, and of thus departing from the university ideal. He saw the point,
and purchased the Anthon library for us.”

White was a spirited collector. The thrill of his buying excursions and his genuine enthusi-
asm for a successful purchase always flavored his notes and correspondence. “April 27, 1868. 1
have been hard at work every day & have saved several thousand francs by prowling around the
books shops of the Latin Quarter instead of buying of Agents.... If it is possible i.e. if it is not
absolutely impossible I want the Univ. to put 5000 dollars more at my disposal.” He would com-
ment later that he felt most in his element when he was hunting down books in Europe. The trip
to London also allowed him to renew his acquaintance with Henry Stevens, whom he had now
retained as a book agent, and to enter into the social world of literary London: “July 8. London.
Hard at work finishing book purchases. Check to Stevens for £600.... In evening dined at
MacMillan’s house with Longfellow, Kingsley, Mat. Arnold, EP. Meutice, Huxley, Lockyer, and
others.” Stevens remained a strong influence on White’s collecting; guiding-him toward editions
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of a particular caliber and encouraging him to acquire in bulk collections relating to a specific sub-
ject. When the merit of the books alone seemed insufficient to capture White’s artention, Stevens
knew that an appeal to the quality of White's collection would turn the key. “Let me tell you a
secret worth knowing,” Stevens wrote to White in August of 1868:

Among the books that I have already shipped to you...ate more than 2000 well
bound volumes of good books relating to America and American history, which
are not in the world renowned library of John Carter Brown. And if not in his
library, can they be in any other one library in the United States?... I put the
prices 25 percent lower than I have ever done before. T hope to induce you to
buy the lot. No such collection can ever again be made—and none also exists.
In certain rare books it is excelled by the collections of Mr. Lenox and Mr.
Brown, but in good standard books on America, in all languages, it is unex-
celled,

Andrew Dickson White returned to Ithaca to administer the new university and to advance
his academic experiment. As president, he was responsible for many educational innovations. He
suggested establishing mechanical laboratories and workshops for the Department of Mechanical
Engineesing and bought the first piece of equipment, a power lathe. He promoted the first
Department of Electrical Engineering in the United States, taught and encouraged historical stud-
ies, and founded the Department of Political Science “for practical waining.” He suggested the
amendment of the Charter by the State Legislature to provide for the election of Alumni Trustees.
He encouraged the Trustees to provide scholarships and fellowships out of university funds.
Through his encouragement, donors like Hiram Sibley and John McGraw supported the con-
struction of the buildings thac bear their names, and Jennie McGraw gave the first bells for
Cornell’s chimes. White was also deeply interested in architecture, and in 1871 established a
department at Cornell that offered the first four-year course in architecture in the United States.
He reminisced in his Autobiography:

Another depariment which I had long wished to see established in our country
now began to take shape. From my boyhood I had a love for architecture. In
my young manhood this had been developed by readings in Ruskin, and later
by architectural excursions in Europe; and the time had now arrived when it
seemed possible to do something for it. I had collected what, at that period,
was certainly one of the largest, if not the largest, of the architecrural libraries
in the United States, besides several thousand large architectural photographs,
drawings, casts, models, and ather matetial from every country in Europe. This
had been, in fact, my pet extravagance; and a propitious time seeming now to
artive, I proposed to the trustees that if they would establish a department of
architecture and call a professor to it, I would transfer to it my special library
and collections.

T, R



A LEGACY OF IDEAS

9970 PBoric s [ Fradoiiid. - 2. L.
Sl 3
. ! el S JELL. 2 oully ren:
. 5 Cakrs m{.(:.ar vﬁs
2 y Vorevises, 2. La eaca

Lrmeaca -

O M%;M/fﬁ?/ %&7{%‘9&%”‘”%
L 5 2 v

Ve O

Oz (3 994S Gomomie, ST Cotlunnii s homrsg Bl Posauiiii,
sl Bellre, % Q. Craididtn, 7 aé;«am}, g I
/; GG ’Ju.ﬁé 5 St ronteneenita. ik & . -£°»,».H;«l~¢./'_
# i G Sl 0 = O AN B LV P C Y 2 A Pt ke Mo st i -

??/Z W A f&aﬂé Bl oﬁ/f v A
- 97 ,9:.«&%42. Ulebor Ao Gose oot ov . oA
- 4 ??/? mjfam @4«(: d-—:u/{é:p evedici Pt O /ﬁ;M
T 9920 okl it P, Farcblnsl, O #
A e ??ﬂf Wﬂkﬁ_ﬁ’éﬁ pr ol sy secccsrare MZ«%.—@H‘ “3‘6’*‘ m
BT P82 (Mo‘:f- &:ZZZ%”‘&‘SM- il 55\'5& "—”)
. 4P 38 &-m}% R i /54‘,1;7 e ; M;c}pmﬁf; ol & TP i, L gl

“Books Added to the Private Library of Andrew D. White.” Library acquisitions log, 1881 to 1891

White’s architectural library contained about 1,200 volumes, both d American,
including major journals of the day such as The Architecrural Magazim{ The Buiz’a"ers The Building
News, and The Civil Engineer and Architect’s Journal from London; ournal de Menuiserie
Spécialement and Revue Générale de ['Archirec Travaux Publics from Paris; and
Architektonisches Skizzenbuch from Berlin. The collection included the most important contem-
porary works on the subject, historical, theorerical, and practical, ranging from a nineteen-volume
set of The Beauties of Fngland and Wales by John Britton and Edward Wedlake to ].C. Loudon’s
Encyclopedia of Coitage, Farm, and Villa Architecture and Furniture to Steam Heating for Buildings.
There were a number of older items as well. While in Europe, he had purchased eighteenth-cen-
tury works by Piranesi together with three illustrated seventeenth-century titles by Pietro Santi
Bartoli (84 plates}, Pictro Ferrerio and Giovanni Battista Falda (105 plates), and Pier Leone Ghezzi
(40 plates) that were part of a set presented by Pope Clement XTIV to Henry Frederick, Duke of
Cumberland, during the Duke’s residence in Rome. He also owned several sixtecnth- and seven-
teenth-century works including a 1501 Parma printing of Franciscus Marius Grapaldus, a 1584
Venice edition of Sebastiano Serlio, a copy of Vetruvius' De architectura libri decem, published in
Amsterdam in 1649; and, bound with the Ghezzi, a volume by GiovanniPietro Betlori; published
in Rome in 1690 (52 plates). LZ‘& catalog of White’s Architectural Collection, “Works Relating to

\\ “Architecture in Cornell University Library,” was published in January 1882 in the inaugural issue
",\ of The Library Bulletin of Cornell University.
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Even as president, White continued to write and teach. He published his lecture ourlines,
with interleaved blank pages for students to take notes. He also continued to play an active role
in public life. Tn 1871 President Ulysses S. Grant appointed White to a Presidential commission
to investigate the possibility of annexing Santo Domingo. In 1875 White took a trip south, paus-
ing in Washingron to spend an evening at the White House with Grant, stopping in Columbia
and Charleston, South Carolina, and then traveling on to Florida. The trip was also an opportu-
nity to add to his collection: “In all this journey through the South I added much to my library
regarding Secession and the Civil War; accumulating newspapers, tracts, and books which became
the nucleas of the large Civil War collection at Cornell.” He was appointed a judge at the
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, served as a delegate to the Republican Natonal
Convention, and was encouraged to run for governor of New York State. He and his family spent
most of 1877 and 1878 traveling in Europe, where White served as honorary commissioner to the
Paris Exposition, attended an international copyright convention, and was named an officer of the
Legion of Honor by the French government. White's position within the Republican Party was
rewarded by a term as United States Minister to Prussia from 1879 to 1881. In Berlin, he enjoyed
the social opportunities, renewed his acquaintance with leading German scholars, and negotiated
with Bismarck on trade and monetary issues. In 1884 White was a delegate to the Republican
National Convention in Chicago. Later that year he became the first president of the newly-
founded American Historical Association, and in 1888, president of the American Social Science
Association.

GEORGE LINCOLN BURR

IN 1878 WHITE met in his classtoom another firture president of the American Historical
Association, a scholar who would do mor¢ than anyone other than White to influence the range
and texture of the Andrew Dickson White Historical Library—George Lincoln Burr. Burr's life
provides many parallels to Whites. Burr was born in 1857 in the town of Oramel, Cortland
County, New York, not far from Homet, where his grandfather had built the first house and where
White was born, Although the family moved to Newark Valley, New York, after the Civil Wat,
Butr rerurned to Homer and lived with his grandparents while he attended Cortland Academy.
He described his first visit to the school in 1869: “It was a great experience for a boy of twelve,
and vividly I recall it.... There I first saw President Andrew Dickson White.” Burr was also inter-
ested in the study of history from an eacly age. His graduation oration was enttled “The
Crusades,” which concluded: “After all, there is but one crusade,—reaching down through all the
centuries,—ever changing, yet ever the same,—Right against Wrong,—Knowledge against
Ignorance,—Wisdom against Folly,—Enlightenment against Superstition.”

Burrs family could not afford to send him to college immediately after graduation from
Cortland Academy. He spent time as a teacher in a country school, and for three years as an
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apprentice printer. In 1877 he entered Cornell University. To support himself, he found work at
the Cornell University Press, which had been established by Pr',;sidcnt White in 1869 as the first
university press in the country. He counted White among the professors who most inspired him.
“What lectures those were!” Burr wrote in an undergraduate essay. “No barren recital of more bar-
ren facts...but a young man talking to young
men about a world stll young, and in lan-
guage thar young men could understand.”
White was equally impressed by Burr, even as
a sophomore, and hired him to grade papers
and to wake care of White’s private library.
During vacations, Burr would go to Syracuse,
where the larger part of White’s library was
still kept, to classify and catalog the books.
White quickly recognized that in the purchase
of books, Burr's judgment was equal if not

superior to his own.

After 1879 the White Collection must be
viewed as the product of the partnership
berween White and Burr, Together they elab-
orated, refined, and expanded the White
Collection significandy. Each traveled to
Furope on extended book-buying junkets,
and each, with very different styles and out-
looks, brought the collection to its maturity.
White bought liberally when he traveled. He
cast a wide net and often exceeded his own . - :
spending limits, his comfort with this George Lincoln Burr, ca. 1890
approach due in no small part to the fact that
it was his own money that he was spending. Burr, on the other hand, was characteristically cau-
tious, precise, and somewhat reticent when it came to spending White’s money. “Do not hesitate
to make such [purchases] as you think we need,” Whirte instructed Bust, “and in regard to other
things, remember that the presumption is always in favor of purchase.”

Burr had an astute eye for books and an extraordinary knack for recalling bibliographic detail.
Not only did this make him a savvy book buyer, it also made him a tough customer. The market
for French Revolution materials was becoming more and more extensive as the centennial of the
event approached, and the vastness of Whire’s library made purchasing for the collection rather
complicated. Burr carried an impressive knowledge .of the collection and the offerings he had
received from dealers. This recall would serve him well. In one instance, White questioned Burr
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as to his reluctance to deal with a particular antiquarian book seller. In August of 1889, Burr
responded in a letter to White, recapping the previous conflict with the dealer and the trick he had
used to expose the unscrupulous vendor:

You speak of my distrust of Baer: have you forgotten how he made up from

French provincial catalogues which he thought we would never see a manu-

script catalogue of what he dlaimed was a rich private collection on the French

Revolution—enormously advancing the original prices, of course?>—and how

we pinned the fraud by ordering from i¢ the identical copies which we had

already on our shelves, and which of course he found himself unable to supply.
Despite Burr's admonition, White continued to make substantial purchases from Joseph Baer,
including a aumber of medieval manuscripts, ¢ighteenth-century French texts, manuscripts of
witchcraft trials, and sixveenth-century German imprints.

“LUTHER 1S CHIEF”

EA.RLY IN HIS COLLECTING, White managed to amass in a relatively short time an impressive
book collection documenting the Reformation. His interest in the subject harkened back to his
school days, and it was further intensified by his first trip to Europe as 2 young man. In the sum-
mer of 1855, the twenty-thiee-year-old White visited the celebrated old Wartburg castle where the
Saxon Elector had shielded Martin Lather for a time against his enemies. “Have hardly ever vis-
ited a more interesting place,” White noted in his diary. Here Luther had:

...translated the Scriptures and wrote many works. I lingered for a long time at
his window, looking at the wild scenery at which he once looked. I can see that
a great change has come over me in the things that I love to see and to linger
over. At my first sight, seeing it was all castles and abbeys, regardless-of their
tenants in great measure. Now I ask more—ask for places where something has
been done for the race, for men as well as monks, and of these man-monks

Luther is chief.

By the 1880s, White had brought together several thousand sixteenth-century imprints to form a
library that traced the evolution of religious. dissent.

Burr, who ultimately cataloged the collection and prepared the first in the series of the print-
ed caralogs of the White Collection, The Prozestant Reformation and Its Forerunners (1889), felt
that although the Reformation Collection was surpassed by the Lutheran holdings of the Beck
Collection in Hartford, it stood favorably in comparison with all other American collections. In
general; the holdings reflected White’s usual practice of acquiring commonplace materials along
with significant editions. The collection is strong in substantial holdings of the leading Reformers,
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especially the works of Martin Luther. Found here also are the editions of the reformers Desiderius
Erasmus, Ulrich von Hutten, and Philipp Melanchthon that would later inform White’s historical
research, his lectures, and his History of the Warfare of Science with Theology in Christendom. In
addirion, the writings of minor reformers arc heavily represented, and the coflection features an
important gathering of Reformation prints, caticatires, and satires. The pictorial holdings grew to
such an extent that White found it necessary to announce them in a separate publicarion, Portraits
of the Reformers, which was released as a supplement to the Reformation Collection catalog,

i ‘There are points of geeat depth-in the col-
| leerdon. In addition 1o a luxge: gutheting of
| Melanclithos's single 'works, the collection

ingludes Melancht’hdn’a. own copy of the 1524

f&bben printing of Aesap’s Fables in Greek and
| i, ‘Phe seis i hevily aikhcostéd theisghiur,
‘ _aﬁﬂ on the blank page following the colophon,

7 1 -hthon has penngd a Latin epigram “To
- Biasmius.” In the mﬁmnner, the Aldine 1508
| printing of Eraspus’ Adepi: contains mumerous
thagiascript notes contempnomry with, the period
Emsmus was 2 guést in the pririser’y Venice

|

Burt made an ofigoing study of inscrip-

tious in the Reformatipn Collection, and his
painscaking rescarch tevéaled 2 farge nunsber of
volities with significant provenaace. From dis-
parate; Jots, the collection had acquired several
inies that - had. belonged to Contad Pellican,
the sixwemh—cemury Hebraist and one of the
translators of the Zurich Blble and to his con-
tﬂﬁp@ta.tles. In a ragged copy of Luther’s
Geima Bible p{mte:d'm"@imenbcrg by Hans
Lufft i 1546, Burr discovered several annotgrins. I'imr vontent and languiage suggested thar they

Avsop. Fables (ES2E); ity Mtelarichihiny dimoiations

were contemporicy with Luther, dnd *w arehil sudy” O 2 blask’ page-at ‘the front of the
volume, Bwrfbmd-reaf‘themca g,.‘;hls-mmemLam ﬁ&ermambingme
text, Burr tealized he had uncovered a prev scorded eyewitness accountof Martin Luther's

death. “We hiave:losk ouir chariot and triie. chariotoet in lirael: Doctor Martin Luher has died in
Eisleben,” the letter begins. It records Luther’s decline and his prayerful st words. “Thereupon,”
the text continues, “he forthwith gave up the ghost. This is a true account, and whoever say oth-

erwise know notﬁinég abour this matter.”
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With one particular book, the lure of an appropriate provenance easily capmured White’s
attention. Sometime before 1878, White acquired an early fifteenth-century manuseript Psalcer
because the Sotheby catalog description suggested that the manuscript originated from Martin
Luther’s monastery in Erfure. “It is somewhar mere than probable,” the catalog asserts, “as Mr.
Sotheby justly observes, that the great Reformer. may have studied this very volume while a Monk
in the Monastery.” This was not alrogether an unlikely claim; the flyleaf was annotated “Liber
Sancti Petri in Erffordia,” strongly suggesiing ehiat the piece was available at Luther’s seminary. “Be
it as it may,” the Sotheby
description continued, “it is
a marchless specimen of the
labour and assiduity of the
Monk of Erfurt, and most
interesting as emanating
from the site of Luthers
studies.”  After careful
research, White and Bumr
drew the disappointing
conclusion. Luther proba-
bly never saw this manu-
script. White annotated the
flyleaf succinctly: “Erfurt
not Luther's monastery.”

Burr later added a note ) ) o
W . ) Psabierium glossanum. Fiffeenth-century manwscripy, originally thought to have come
indicaring that this manu oo Lathers

script came from the
Benedictine  monastery,
rather than Luther’s Augustinian monastery,. Numerous volumes in the colfection received this
kind of scholarly attention from White and Burr—obscure authors were frequently identified,
minor works were placed in a larger context, bibliographic rarities were carefully analyzed and cat-
aloged. Their efforts and their erudition were extraordinary given the number of titles thar arrived
in Ithaca on a regular basis.

Despite the size of White’s collection, the literature in this area was far too vast 1o allow the
comprehensive coverage that White was later o attain with the Witchcrafr Collection. Burr rec-
ommended that they cease purchasing in the area afver the catalog was published, suggesting that
White could “at best only covet the praise of having made a good selection” from the immense lic-
crature of the Reformation. Nevertheless, White continued 1o acquire large quantities of six-
teenth-century books for his library, the pnn:ed catalog was soon outdated, and the collection
continued to expand on séveral themes. Evenually Burr, too, distegarded his ewn advice and
aggressively sought out Reformation materials on che markee
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THE “DARK HISTORY” OF WITCHCRAFT

BOTH PROFESSOR AND STUDENT had developed an expertise in the study of the Inquisition and
the “dark history of persecution for witchcraft.” And both were interested in the social and reli-
gious forces that defined and perpetuated the phenomenon as well as those voices that clamored
for its elimination. Together, White and Burr amassed and developed one of the most compre-
hensive book collections available for the study of European witchcraft. The Whicheraft
Collection, which today comprises over three thousand ditles, reflected the scholars’ shared inter-
ests. Its loose boundaries included the history of superstition and witchcraft persecution in
Europe. It documented the earliest and the latest manifestations of the belief in witchcraft as well
as its geographical boundaries, and elaborated this history with works on canon law, the
Inquisition, rorture, demonology, trial testimony, and narratives. Most important, the collection
focused on witchcraft not as folklore or anthropology, but as a theology and a religious heresy. The
“central message of White's original holdings,” according to histotian Rossell Hope Robbins, was
the “proposition thar knowledge could and should conquer ignorance and bigotry and supersti-
tion: a comprehension of the witchcraft delusion was but one aspect of that crusade.”

White approached the topic of witchcraft from two distinet tacks. His interest in
Reformation theology naturally led him to explore the late sixteenth-century doctrinal debates
about demonology and possession. In his study of legal procedure and punishment, White again
found himseif considering witchcraft persecution and the torturous punishments it fomented. On
one book-buying wip in 1877, White had the opportunity to add substantially o all of these areas
in his collection. “In the course of these studies I realized as never before how much dogmatic
theology and ecclesiasticism have done to develop the most frightful features in penal law.... On
this subject I collected much material, some of it very interesting and little known even to histor-
ical scholars.” His investigation into the history of criminal law and wrture turned up a substan-
tial quantity of materials pertaining to witchcraft trials and inquisitions. White was extremely suc-
cessful in documenting the phenomenon in Germany: “I had collected details of witcheraft con-
demnations, which, during more than a century, went on at the rate of more than a thousand a
year in Germany alone, and not only printed books but the original manuscript depositions taken
from the victims in the torrure-chamber.”

The bulk of the Witcheraft Collection was accumulated during the 1880s. Both White and
Burr made book-buying trips to Europe during this rime, and both were engaged in research thar
touched directly on the issue of witchcraft persecution. They picked up the core of the secondary
research matetials at this point, along with large quantities of the German doctrinal works and aial
narratives. It was also at this stage that the collection took on the central categories that gave it
shape. It contains many eatly texts from the period when the theory of the heresy of witcheraft
was being formulated. The collection includes fourteen Latin editions of one of the more sinister
works on demonology, the Malless maleficarum, which codified church dogma on heresy. Burr
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recalled that in his lectures White would display the Malleus maleficarum to “his shuddering class,”
warning them that it “had caused more suffering than any other product of human pen.” The
Witcheraft Collection holds four fifteenth-century editions, most notably the very scarce first edi-
tion printed before April 14, 1487.

Classic texts by those who established the
outlines of the doctrinal discussion of
demonology are also substantially represented in
White’s collection by works such as Jean Bodin’s
De la Demonomanie des sorciers {1580), Nicolas
Remi’s Daemonolaireiae (1595), Henri Boguet's
Discours des sovciers {1602), and Pierre de
Lancre’s Tablean de Uinconstance des manvais
anges (1612), Others who concentrated on the
process of securing testimony, such as Pierre
Binsfeld, are also to be found. Unique to the
White Collection is a small and extremely scarce
group of oppositional worls, written as exposés
by those who had a direct knowledge of trials
and punishments. Cornelius Loos, the first the-
ologian in Germany to write against the witch
hunts and an aathor of particalar interest to
Burr, is present in his De vera et fala magia
(1592), as are Hermann Witekind, Johann
Marthius Mevfart, and Hermann Léher.

Malleus maleficarum (1491}
The defining materials of the Witchcraft Collection, however, are the court records of the tri-
als of witches. Found in substantial numbers, in manuscript and in print, these documents reveal
the harsh outcome of the mote remote doctrinal disputes. Burr managed to acquire a number of
verbatim courrt records, which were extremely difficulr to locate, as well as substantial manuscript
transcripts of trials. Perhaps the most important of all the manuscripts in the Witchcraft
Collection is the minines of the witchcraft trial of Dietrich Flade, a sixteenth-century city judge
and rector who spoke out against the cruelty and injustice of the persecutions. The manuscript
was discovered “in Germany in a state of almost perfect preservation,” and acquired by White in
1883. Burr devoted a good deal of study to this important trial; it was the focus of his careful
analysis in “The Fate of Dietrich Flade.” In his “A Witch-Hunter in the Book-Shops,” Burr
recounted the arrival of the much anticipated manuscript purchased from the Berlin bookseller
Cohn, “a manuscript witch-trial which we hoped might prove that of the most eminent of all
German victims of the great persecution, Dr. Dietrich Flade, of Treves.”
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The case had been one of peculiar interest to Mr. White; for Dr. Flade, jurist,
scholar, head of his city’s courts,...had brought on his own fate by his attempt
to check the persecutions, and from his trial, long lost to scholars, we mighe
hope to learn the details of his story. And how our hearts leaped when the man-
uscript really came, when it proved what we hoped, and all but coraplete,
telling us the whole sad tale of the old judge’s fate, from his arrest in 1587 10
the closing scene in September of 1589, when he was brought for the last time
into the court-room, there to hear from the bench...his own terrible sentence.

Burr and White shared the habit of writing notes in the beoks they acquired and studied.
This is particularly true of the witchcraft materials, where their annotated reactions permeate the
collection. Burr’s copy of Johann Griisse’s Bibligtheca magica ex pnewmasica (1843), for example,
is interleaved and heavily annotated, serving as his guide to purchases for the White Collection.
It offers a detailed record of the witchcraft acquisitions over a span of many years. In some titles,
Burr’s notes ate extensive—a scholar’s gloss—placing the text or the author within the context of
witcheraft studies. In the copy of Samuel Harsnett’s A Declaration of Egregious Popish Impostures
(1605), Burr opens 2 kengthy commentary with the note thar the “author of this book...was one
of the most rational men of his time.” After much discussion, Busr notes that Harsnett has
revealed himself as an opponent of witchcraft superstition by “declaring it delusion and humbug,”
and by announcing himself as a “thorough-going disciple of Reginald Scot.” QOther entries expose
a more personal reaction to the books and the subject. White, for example, identified Pierre
Binsfeld’s Tractatus de confessionibus maleficorum et sagarum (1589) with a single, poignant com-
ment: “This is the book...which brought such horrible suffering ro Flade, and torture and death

to Loos.”

Burr was consistently reluctant to “finalize” the Witchcraft Collection, and he failed to pub-
lish a printed catalog of its holdings largely because he expected that fresh miaterial would come
to light to enrich the collection. “With the wirchciaft we have nothing to gain and all to lose by
haste,” Burr warned White in October 1889. “Every study in this field which you will firsc leave
me time to publish will add to the prestige as well as to the worth of the catalogue.” Besides, he
noted, the “repuration of the collection is already international.” This same hesitancy found its
way into Burr’s recommendations as to how the collecrion should be publicized. “It would be wise
1o avoid exaggeration as to the treasures of our library,” he counseled Comell’s President
Livingston Farrand in 1926, President White was responsible for most of the previous descrip-
tions of the colle¢tions; hut, he noted diplomatically, White “was an enthusiastic, sanguine man
who saw things large.”
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MISCELLANEA

BURR, however, did complete Miscellanea, the final volume of the Catalogue of the Histovical
Library of Andrew Dickson White. The listing displays the range of White’s collection and reveals
his collecting strategies in building a working library. In addition to developing specific subject
strengths in his collection, White also acquired a sizable general research and reading library.
Largely made up of sets of complete works and solid scholarly editions, this portion of the library
reflected White's ongoing use of his books for his academic work. Yet even in the general coilec-
tion, certain subject threads are fully developed. White accumulated extensive holdings on
German history, the Thirty Years’ War, the Counter-Reformation, Jesuits, Mazarinades, and Stuart
England,

Certain subjects are represented by
only a few significant volumes. White
did not collect literature, but his library
contained some fine representative pieces,
usually editions of a text of high moral
character. White had acquired the first
edition of John Milton’s Paradise Lost
(1667), for example, in the 1860s. He
was artracted by its unusual binding. The
wooden covers were carved by George
Alfred Rogers, who attested in 1864 that
the oak was part of a beam taken from : :
“the House in which Milton was born.” Wooden binding for the first edition of Milton’ Paradise Lost
Burr responded predictably to this asser-
tion when he cataloged the book, and did further research. He annotated the volume with his
correction: “Since Milton's birthplace was destroyed in 1666, the wood...was probably taken from
the house in the Barbican in which Milton lived from 1645 to 1647.”

Some of the collection’s subject strengths were developed over decades. The history of science
holdings, for example, built up slowly over years, and the tites were often acquired as pieces of
larger lots. White picked up his copy of the first printing of Galileo’s Diafoge (1632} in a large
gathering of Italian imprints. Other subject areas were acquired quickly, such as his comprehen-
sive collection of Spinozas philosophical works, which White amassed in the span of a year.
Several collections were bought in a single purchase. Burr acquired the Charles X Papers while in
Europe in 1885, After a long period of hunting down manuscriprs for the Witchcraft Collection
in Germany, he switched his attention to uncovering Latin manuscripts when he arrived in Paris.
While roaming the city’s bookshops, he discovered one of his “most interesting finds” in “a score
of thick portfolios.” They contained “the private financial papers of the last of the Bourbon Kings
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of France, from the establishment of his household as Comte d’Artois in 1773, to his exile as
Charles X, and indeed also a series of vellum documents relating to his estates running far back
into the sixteenth century.”

Medieval and |Renaissance manuscripts
also formed an integral pare of White’s collec-
tion. In addition to [the manuscripts he accu-
mulated for the Witchcraft Collection, he
brought together over one hundred medieval
manuscripts, most of them illuminated. White
acquired manuscripts for their instructional
value, and the collection conrains illustrative
examples of most pjiods and styles. Several
manuscripts add impc::mant textual examples to
the collection. On one of his early buying trips,
White purchased a number of notable codices,
among them a twelfth-century Irtalian manu-
script of the Epistles ef St. Paul with commen-
tary. ‘The Latin rext is matched by copiouys mar-
ginal and interlinear glosses, slightly later than
the text. The commentary is not fully devel-
oped, indicating that the manuscript is of a peri-
od before the text had become set in an accepr-
ed form. A significant number of fifteenth-cen-
tury texts, including several works of Cicero ina
splendid humanist hand were added in 1886
after one of White’s mps

White’s purchzi:ses in Iraly in particular
culled illuminated thanuscripts of extremely
high quality. He purchased two massive fif-
teenth-century Graduals, beth from the Lombardy region. One volume is filled with numerous
penwork designs and flourjshes typical of the region around Milan. The other, referred to as “The
Lombard Gradual,” is heavily decorated and has twenty-seven foliate m{ma]s most painted by the
Master of the Franciscan Breviary, an anonymous Lombard ﬂ.lumlna.tof The gradual is bound in
fificenthi-century Italian boards with stamped leather decorated wn:h brass bosses and spikes.
Numerous Books of Hours, many of them French productions from the early fifteenth century,
add strength to: the collections as an important fesource for the study of Hlumination. White
ateempted 1o acquire a wide range of illuminated pieces in order to build a working collection.
The number of antiphonaries, breviaries, benedictionals, and assorted fragments artest to White’s
efforts to shape his collection into one that was “useful in the instruction of things Medieval,”

Epistles of St. Paul, with Commentary. Tivelfih-century
Latin manuscript on velluwm, acguired by White in 1877.



The Lombard Gradual, ca. 1450

“THE GREAT LIVING, GROWING HISTORICAL WORKSHOP”

ANDREW DicksON WHITE resigned as psesident of Comell University in 186 to aevore s
attention to his family, to further study, and to writing. At that time he alse decided to present his
historical library to the University. In January 1887 he offered to the Trustees a library of “about
thirty thousand volwumes,” the cost of which, he estimated, “with its catalogues, has been...rather
more than a hundred thousand dollars. Its present value, consisting as it does in great part of works
scarce, long sought, and yearly appreciating in price, it would. be hard to reckon in dollars and
cents; but something of its practical worth I have had occasion to know by its use during my pro-
fessorships at the University of Michigan and at Cornell University; and I hope that it may yet

serve others even more fully than it had served me.”

White offered the collection on the conditions that the university would provide “a suitable
firé-proof room in any building which shall be erected for your general library, and proper provi-
sion...for its maintenance and usefulness...” White also asked for $3,400 annually for the purchase
of books in history and related topics, $800 for the salary of a librarian, $500 for fellowships in
modern history and political and soctal science, and $3,000 for a professorship in history.
Additionally, $10,000 was o be provided for the preparation and publication of a catalog for the
collection. The Trustees agreed to provide a new building for the growing library
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University Library soon after completion in 1891

The new library would be Cornell’s first real library building. In the initial plan fok the
Cornell campus, drawn in 1866, a library building had been suggested for the southwest corner
of a proposed university square. But when Cornell opened its doors to students in 1868, the
library was temporarily housed in two rooms in Motrill Hall, the only building on the main quad-
rangle then under cover. A shortage of classroom space soon forced the university to use even the
two library rooms for regular classes, leaving scveral thousand volumes stored in boxes. The
library was moved to new quarters in McGraw Hall in the fall of 1872, but by the 1880s it had
outgrown them. Although plans were made for the construction of a proper library building, lack
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of funding prevented any real progress. White continued to dream of a new library. While visit-
ing the University of Michigan, he had been impressed by the architecture of its new libracy, which
included seminar rooms. Charles Kendall Adams, at Michigan, called the one he used “the his-
torical faboratory” where specialized books “constituted the furniture of the investigator’s work-
shop.”

When White resigned as President in 1885 and was succeeded by Adams, the two kept in
close contact. Their correspondence included discussion of the proposed library, with numerous
sketches of possible buildings and sites. In their April meeting in 1886, the Trustees appointed a
new cominittee on the library building. Henry Van Brunt, who had designed the library at
Michigan, was initially rerained as the architect. By the end of 1887, however, Trustee Henry W.
Sage, who had agreed to endow the library; assumed full contro! of the project. Sage’s choice of
an architect was William Henry Miller, of Ithaca, who had graduated from Cornell in 1872.
Miller had likely been a student of White's and the two were long-time friends. As Kermic Carlyle
Parsons, Cornell’s architectural historian describes, the committee was pleased by Miller’s plans:
“administrative space was ample, the reading room was large and ‘fortunately situated,” the White
Library was ‘commodiously provided for,” and the basement provided the largest usable space of
any of the plans. Best of all the bookstack design was-excellent: two stacks making imaginative
use of the site’s steep drop to the west were easily accessible from the main reading room and the
White Library. ‘The book resting on its shelf farthest in the stack was only one hundred and twen-
ty feet from the delivery desk. The reading room floors were at the mid-point in the stack levels,
further reducing the time required to deliver baoks.” The library also contained 2 separate room
for the White Library, sixty-six feet by twenty-three feet, with space for 40,000 volumes in two-
storied galleried cast-iron stacks. The upper gallery opened to the European and American histo-
ty seminar rooms, two of the seven seminar rooms in the building. Sage approved the plans and
formally agreed to provide $250,000 for the construction of the building and $300,000 to endow
book purchases.

In his address at the cornerstone-laying ceremenies, White reflected on his vision of 2 uni-
versity library:

But how in regard to the building up of a University Library as distinguished
from every other form of public library? I think the answer to this question s,
that the two conditions of every adequate university library are, first, depth,
and secondly, breadth. In obedience to the first of these conditions,—depth,—
it should accumulare the best books, those which go down deep and touch the
sources of human though: as to the second condition,—beeadth,—the collec-
tion of works which ir includes should spread as far as possible over the whole
field of human thought.

AT
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Andrew Dickson White Historical Library, ca. 1892

Throughout his collecting carcer, White attempted to accumulate subject strengths and spe-
cialties in his library. Whether these were shaped one purchase at a time, or en bloc, the goal was
the same—to build a solid rescarch collection. When White gave his historical library to Comell,
he passed on his seasoned advice as to how to build a book collection. Three approaches should
be considered. The first was to poll the faculty and to build collections around their recommen-
dadons. The sccond took a similar approach toward selections from catalogs of leading publish-
ers and dealers. The third method, one that White practiced consistently in acquiring his library,
was to purchase all or part of gathered collections. And it was by this means chat White brought
to Cornell significant representations of the libraries of Henry Thomas Buckle, Thomas Macaulay,
Thomas Gray, Robert Southey, Charles Lamb, Daniel Webster, Maximilian of Mexico, and Leigh
Hunt. In his speech ac the laying of the cornerstone, White also urged his listeners to follow his
example:
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In this great student audience there are doubtless many who hereafter will be in
condition to make collections of books in worthy departments, and who will
feel some gratitnde toward their Alma Marter. Let me here and now remind
them that there is no more suitable repository of any worthy special collection
than a great edifice of this kind;—permanent and so ensuring care;—connect-
ed with an institution of learning, and s ensuring for every book deposited in
it a career of constant usefulness among those best fitted to enjoy it, to profit
by it, and to bring whatever of good it contains to bear upon their fellow-men.

In the same speech, White noted his own role in the creation of the library: “Of all now pre-
sent, indeed of all now living, it happens that I am the one who was connected most directly with
the Library at its earliest moment. As a simple marter of University history I may say that it hap-
pened to me o purchase the first book that was ever bought for it, to prepare the starure under
which this development has been made, and to have had much te do during all these years in
securing the volumes it conrains.” In the summer of 1891 White began the process of moving his
books. Looking at the new library in September, Burt wrote that it “gave one such an idea of a
multicude of books. You see and feel them all. They quite overawe one.” Burr enthusiastically
set the objective for the collection: “what I hope to help make it from the start,” he promised, is
“the great living, growing historical workshop of the University.”

The formal dedication of the University Library (now Uris Library} was held on October 7,
1891, exactly twenty-three years from the date of the inauguration of the university. In the acqui-
sitions log he maintained, “Books Added to the Private Library of Andrew D. White,” Burr noted:

7 Qct. 1891, \this library of Andrew D, White was formally transferred as ‘the
* Presidént White Library of Cotnell University,’ to the University’s keeping.” At the dedication
ceremony, White again spoke of his library. He described the first book his father gave him as a
boy, “the first I ever looked upon with a sensc of ownership,” and noted his efforts ar collecting
while he was at Yale and in Furope, where he indulged in a “passion for book hunting,..out of sea-
son as well as in season.” He returned to his old theme of the importance of primary sources: “As
professor of history...the need of more and more historical material, both for my classes and
myself, was constantly forced upon me, and this caused the collection to grow steadily. Many
joutneys in our own country and eight visits to Europe added to it: the study of each new histor-
ical period opened up new necessities as to books, and to secure these, during more than thirty
years, a keen hunt has been cartied out in book shops, new and old, from Quebec to Saint
Augustine,—from St. Petersburg to Naples,—from Edinburgh to Athens,—from Constantinople
to Cairo.” And he reaffirmed his belief in the necessity of a great library for a great university:

“this Library will be for generations, nay, for centuries, a source of inspiration to all who would
bring the good thought of the past to bear in making the future better.”

S
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Andrew Dickson White in the library of his Ithaca home, ca. 1890

A PASSION FOR BOOKS

WHEN HIS WIFE, Mary Outwater White, died unexpectedly in 1887, White returned to his
interests in politics and diplomacy, supporting civil service reform and dgain considering a run for
the governorship. He also traveled through Egypt, Greece, and Turkey with his friend Willard
Fiske. While there, he collected books and manuscripts: “From Coenstantinople, by Buda-Pesth,
Vienna, Munich, Ulm, and Frankfort-on-the-Main, to Paris, stopping in each of these cities,
mainly for book-hunting. Ar Munich I spent considerable time in the Royal Library, where vari-
ous rare works relating to the bearing of theology on civilization were placed at my disposal; and
at Frankfort added largely to my library—especially monographs on Egypt and Hluminated man-
uscripts of the middle ages.”

In September of 1890, White married Helen Magill, the daughter of his old friend Edward
Magill, President of Swarthmore College. Helen Magill was a scholar in her own right. She had
studied at Newnham College, Cambridge, and received a Ph.D. from Boston University, possibly
the first doctoral degree awarded to a woman in the United States. White had firse met her in
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1887, when she presenved a paper ar the annual meeting of the American Social Science
Association. Soon after their marriage, he was appeinted Minister to Russia, where they lived
until 1894,

During that period White wrote his most famous book, A History of the Warfare of Science
with Theology in Christendom, which was published in at least six languages during his lifetime.
White assigned the proceeds from the sale of the book for the support of the President White
Library. He also continued to add to the library: sets of the Library of Anglo-Catholic Theology, the
National Manuscripts of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and four early editions of the
Encyclopaedia Britannica. In 1892 he donated a collection of Mormon literature that he acquired
on a visit to Salt Lake City with Andrew Carnegje. Between 1893 and 1895, he gave the Spinoza
Collection, a collection of works on Russian history, books on the early history of science, and
cases of books from Florence, Rome, and St. Petersburg.

In 1896 FPresident Grover Cleveland
appointed him to the commission charged
with settling a boundary dispure between
Great Britain and Venezuela. Before the com-
mission completed its work, the British agreed
ro accept arbitration, and the crisis was
resolved. White went on to serve as
Ambassador to Germany from 1897 1o 1902,
and in recognition of his accomplishments he
was awarded the “Great Gold Medal for
Science and Art” in 1902. He was further
honored by an appointment as the president
of the American delegation to the Peace
Conference at The Hague in 1899, where he
also worked to secure an international court
and a mechanism for arbitration. He helped
Andrew Carnegie plan the Carnegic
Institution. He continued to buy books for
the library: historical journals and French rev-
olutionary and Napoleonic pamphlets; provid-
ed funds for the President White Fellow,
George M. Dutcher, to buy additional French
marerial, particularly a collection on the
Vendée; and gave a collection on Fra Paoclo

Sarpi that he had purchased in Venice.

Andrew Dickson White, ca. 1915

BRI
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White retired from active public life in 1903, and spent some time with his family on the
Italian Riviera, writing his memoirs, Within the next two years, he gave over four hundred stan-
dard works to the general collection and two rare Dante works. He returned to Ithaca in 1904,
and lived in the President's House for the remainder of his life. He surveyed the library that had
been his lifelong mission, recalling with satisfaction “my college days when I was wont to enter the
Yale library and stanid amazed in the midst of the sixty thousand volumes which had been brought
twogether during one hundred and fifty years. They filled me with awe. But Cornell University has
now, within forty years from its foundation, accumulated very nearly three hundred thousand vol-
umes, many of them of far greater value than anything contained in the Yale library of my day.”

White continued to write, publishing his last book, Severn Great Statesmen in the Warfare of
Humanity wish Unreason, in 1910. He worked toward various social and political reforms, and
served on the governing boards of the Carnegie Institution, the Carnegie Endowment for Peace,
and the Smithsonian Institution. He maintained his interest in Cornell, working with the Trustees
and with prospective benefactors. Most important, he followed his passion and continued to build
the library until his death ar his Ithaca home on November 4, 1918,

i o,
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THE EXHIBITION

e
Case 1

A LEGACY OF IDEAS
Andrew Dickson White in front of Goldwin Smith Hall. Photograph. ca. 1910.

“Books Added to the Private Library of Andrew D. White, 15 Sept. 1881 to 30 Ocr. 1891.7
Autograph manuscript.

=
Case 2

“AN AVALANCHE OF THE MOST SPLENDID BOOKS”
Andrew Dickson White as 2 boy. Photograph. 1842.
The Poems of the Pleasures. Philadelphia: ].B. Lippincott, 1841.
Andrew Dickson White to Clara Dickson White. Autograph letter signed. February 9, 1854.
Clara Dickson White to Andrew Dickson White. Autograph letter signed. March 16, 1854.

Andrew Dickson White,
“Diary, December 21, 1853 - December 15, 1854.” Aurograph manuscript.

Invoices and receipts from various book purchases made by Andrew Dickson White in 1855.
Autograph documents.

Andrew Dickson White.
“Lecture, Luther’s Character & Writings & Influences. April 1859. Univ. of Mich.”
Autograph manuscript.

Andrew Dickson White.
Outlines of # Course of Lectures on History. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1872.

Andrew Dickson White, Cornell University. Cabinet card. 1878,
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Case 3

“My LIBRARY ON THE REVOLUTION”

Jacques Necker.
Compte rendy au roi. Paris: de ITmprimerie du Cabinet du Roi, 1781

Sheets of assignars.
Andrew Dickson White.

Paper-Money Inflation in France: How it Came; What it Brought; and How it Ended. New
York: D. Appleton, 1876.

Un monstre & trois téies designant les trofs etats de [aristocratie s'occupe 2 dévorer le reste du cadavre
du peuple. Hand-colored engraving. Paris, ca. 1789.

LAmi du peaple. Paris: De 'Imprimerie de Marat, September 12, 1789. With prospecrus.

=
Case 4

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION COLLECTION

France. Assemblée nationale constituante {1789-1791},
Profet de déclaration des droits de Uhomme et du citoyen. Paris: Baudouin, 1789.

Gracchus Babeuf,
“Cadastre perpétuel.” Aurograph manuscript. 1789.

Gracchus Babeuf.
“Précis d’'un projet de cadastre perpéruel,” Autograph manuscript, ¢a.1789,

Abnanach des muses. Paris: Debalain, 1789,

Jean-Paul Rabaut.
Almanach historique de la Révolution francoise pour lannée 1792, Paris: Onfroy, 1792.

Chansons patriotiques chantées & Lille decadi 10 pluviose, l'an deuxiéme de la République, & la féte
civique de anniversaire de la mort du dernier des tyrans frangais. 1793.

Jacques Louis David.
Marat tel gu’il éair au momens de sa mort. Eagraving. ca. 1793.
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Case 5

THE CiviL WAR COLLECTION

Andrew Dickson White.
“Rebellion Miscellany.” Scrapbook. ca. 1865.

John P Charlton and Thomas Althorp.

[Gameboard]

The Game of Secession, o1, Sketches of the Rebellion. Philadelphia: M Farland & Thomas,
i18G2.

=
Case 6

THE CrviL WAR COLLECTION

Samuel Joseph May.

Speech...to the Convention of Citizens of Onondaga County...Called “To Consider the
Principles” of the American Government, and the Extent to Which They are Trampled Under Foot
by the Fugitive Slave Law. Sytacuse: Agan & Summers, 1851,

A Man Kidnapped! Poster. Boston, 1854.

The Bloody Week! Riot, Murder & Arson, Containing a Full Account of this Wholesale Outrage on
Life and Property. New York: Coutanr 8 Baker, 1863.

Twelve Military and Patriotic Hllustrated Songs, Elaborately Colored. New York: Charles Magnus,
1864.

=]
Case 7

“LUTHER IS CHIEF”; THE REFORMATION COLLECTION

J- Hopfer.
Doctor Marsini Luthers. Engraving. Sixteenth century.

Aesopus.

[Fables. Greek & Latin]

Aesopi Phyygis Fabellae graece & latine. Basel: Froben, 1524, With manuscript annotations
by Melanchthon.
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Psalterium glossatum. Latin manuscript on paper. Erfurt, Germany, ar the Benedictine
monastery of St. Peter. Early fiftcenth century.

Martin Luther.
Widder die hymelischen propheten von den bildern und Sacrament. Wittenberg: Lucas
Cranach and Christian Déring, 1525.

Bible. German. 1546.
Biblia, das ist die gantze Heilige Schrifft, Deiitsch, auffs newe zugericht d. Martin Luth.
Wittenberg: Hans Lufft, 1546.

=
Case 8

“THE DARK HISTORY” OF WITCHCRAFT

Heinrich Institoris.
Malleus maleficarum. Speier: Peter Drach, before 15 April 1487.

Dietrich Flade, defendant.
[Minutes of the Trial for Witchcraft of Dr. Dietrich Flade of Trier].
“Hexenprozesse 1589.” Manuscript on paper. Treves, Germany, 1589.

Pierre Binsfeld.

Tractatus de confessionibus maleficorum & sagarum. Treves: H. Bock, 1589.
Pierre de Lancre.

Tableau de Uinconstance des mauvais anges et demons. Paris: Nicolas Buon, 1612.
Matthew Hopkins.

The Discovery of Witches. London: R. Royston, 1647

=
Case 9

MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPTS
Epistles of St. Paul, with Commentary. Latin manusctipt on vellum. Iwly. Early twelfth century.

Cicero.
Selecrions from Opera Rhetorica. Latin manuscripe on vellum. Northeastern Iraly.
Fifteenth century.

48—
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Breviarum Ordinis Fratrum Minorym. Latin manuscript on vellum. Use of Rome. The
Netherlands. Late fifreenth century.

Initial “S” from a Gradual. Germany. Fifieenth century.
Miniature showing St. Peter and assembled saints. Italy. Eatly sixteenth century.

=
Case 10

THELOMBARD GRADUAL .
Gradual. Latin manuscript on vellum. Norchern Italy(Lombardy) ca. 1450.

George Lincoln Burr to Andrew Dickson White. Aurograph letter signed. Florence, May 9,
1885,

“Forms for Telegram. President White to Professor Fiske for G.L.B. regarding books.”
Autograph manuscript. May 9, 1885.

Andrew Dickson White in his library. Phorograph. ca. 1886,

==
Case 11

MISCELLANEA

Albrechy Diirer,
...Vier Biicher von menschlicher Proportion. Nuremberg: Diirer, 1528,

Scbastiano Serlio.
Tutte lopere durchitettura. Venice: Francesco Franceschi, 1584.

“The President’s Fund (Architecture), $1000. AD.W. (Private Account).” Autogtaph manu-
script. 1870-1871.

Galileo Galilei.
Dialogo...sopra i due massimi sistemni del mondo, tolemaico ¢ copernicano. Florence: G.B.
Landini, 1632.

John Milton.
Paradise Lost. A Poem Writien in Ten Books. London: Peter Parker, Robert Boulrer, and
Matthias Walker, 1667.
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Benedictus de Spinoza.
Tractatus theologica-politicus. [Amsterdam: C. Conrad], 1670.

==
Case 12

“THE GREAT LIVING, GROWING HISTORICAL WORKSHOP”

George Lincoln Burr. Photograph. ca. 1890.
University Library. Photograph. 1891.
Cornell University.

Exercises at the Opening of the Library Building. October 7, 1891. Ithaca, N.Y.: The
University, 1891.
Andrew Dickson White Historical Library. Photograph. 1891.
Cornell University.

Catalogue of the Historical Library of Andrew Dickson White. 1. The Protestant Reformation
and Its Forerunners. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1898,

Cornell University.
Catalogue of the Historical Library of Andrew Dickson White. II. The French Revolution.
Tthaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1894.

Comell University.

Catalogue of the Historical Library of Andrew Dickson White, IV. Miscellanea. Tthaca, N.Y.:
Cornell University Press, 1897.
Andrew Dickson Whire.

A History of the Warfare of Science with Theology in Christendom. New York: D. Appleton,
1896.

Andrew Dickson White. Photograph. 1915.
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A NOTE ON SOURCES

Au. QUOTATIONS used in this essay, unless otherwise indicated, derive from the published or
anpublished writings of Andrew Dickson White. As an historian White was conscious of the
importance of documenting his own life and career. His papers served as his office files at his
home in Syracuse and, after 1874, at the presidential mansion at Cornell. They became part of
the Andrew Dickson White Historical Library after his death, and are currenty part of the
University Archives in the Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections, The papers—over
100,000 items in all—include incoming correspondence; manuscripts of lectures, speeches, arti-
cles, books, and reports; financial records; clippings; photogtaphs; memorabilia; and diaries.
White annotated many of the papers, indicaring dates and relationships to activites. He appar-
ently did not make copies of his own letters; however, his associares, especially at Cornell, usually
kept his letters to them.. When the library produced a microfilm edition of the papers in 1970,
the project gathered and interfiled copies of White’s levters from the papers of others, notably Ezra
Comell, George Lincoln Burr, Willard Fiske, Jacob Gould Schurman, and Moses Coit Tyler, and
from the records of the Cornell University Board of Trustees. Throughout mast of his life, White
kept a diary, usually one of the pocket booklets designed for the purpose; and he drew on these
diaries when he came to write his memoirs. A selection from che sixcy-six diary volumes appeared
in 1959, edited by Robert M. Ogden. The Century Company published his Autobiography, firsc
as a series of articles in its illustrared magazine, and then in 1903 as a complete two-volume mono-
graph. Because of its popularity, Century reissued it in 1914 and again in 1932, in a special edi-
tion to commemorate the one-hundredch anniversary of White’s birth.

SELECTED SOURCES
Principal Sources—Manuscripts
The following collections are held by the Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections, Cornell
University Library:
Andrew Dickson White Papers.
Cornell University Library Correspondence.
Cornell University Library Records.

Ezra Cornell Papers.
George Lincola Burr Papers.
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Principal Sources—Published
Burr, George Lincoln. “Special Collections at Ithaca.” The Library Journal 12 (1887).
Butr, George Lincoln. “A Witch-Hunter in the Book-Shops.” The Bibliographer 1 (1902).

Cornell University. Account of the Proceedings ar the Inauguration, October 7, 1868. Ithaca,
N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1869.

Cornell University. Catalogue of the Historical Library of Andrew Dickson White. I The
Protestant Reformation and Its Forerunners. Tthaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1898.

Cornell University. Cazalogue of the Histvrical Library of Andrew Dickson White. II. The French
Revolution. Tthaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1894,

Cornell University. Catalogue of the Historical Library of Andrew Dickson Whire. IV.
Miscellanea. Tthaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1897.

Cornell University. Exercises and Addresses at the Laying of the Corner Stone of the University
Library Building. Ociober 30, 1889, Ithaca, N.Y.: The University, 1889,

Cornell University. Exercises at the Opening of the Library Building. October 7, 1891. Ithaca,
N.Y.: The University, 1891.

Cornell University. The Library of Cornell University 1 (1882).

Cornell University. Report of the Commiitee on Organization, Presented to the Trustees of the
Cornell University, October 2132, 1866, Albany: C. Van Benthuysen & Sons, 1867.

Ogden, Robert Morris, editor, The Diaries of Andrew D. White. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell
University Library, 1959.
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