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SCOPL O THE PRELIIDNIOY,
~ G, N. Jhnitman -~

Mn erticle entitled 'Presidential Ageression’
anpeared in the last issue of the Hews Lebter., Wnhat-
ever ey have been the estser enterbtained by its
atthor For ilr, Nigntingale, the article was's rather
gavere arraignment of his oonﬁucu in office, as wsll
&s sonewnet of e reflection upon the vresent incuxmbent,
Fowever, it is not my intention to undertake en ex-
O“CiqulO“ of Ilr., EightiLgale, for this is rendered
wrnecessary by the high esteen in which members re-
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.£erd his conmtridution to ‘S%OClw»lOﬁ effeirs, as his
repeated return to office shows; end certainly the

raintensnce of a public man in office cannot bo
interpreted es anything OUher thon an aporovael of the

menner in wnich he has met and solved publie cuestions,

How will I éiscuss bthe incident alleped by the wrevious
article as a syanton of my own tendency towards a
N

“1uenoe except to say that it is incorrect,
aoneuhing Enat ey D ss8liply be e:nlalnea by Ilr, Pugs-
Ley's absence from the occasion he ngextOO’ to de~
soribe, Instead of congidering such narticulars, it
is my desire to wromote & hetber understanding of the
icone of the nresidentinl office snd the proyer func-
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tlons of its incumbents. As the office camnot e
separaied from its orgenizetion, our conceptions of
cach are intimately related and interdependent,

L

As eoripinslly coucelived, Telluride Association
was meent o be an SoOCJublOﬂ of able and upright
nex consclentiously bent on their vrofessed purnose.,
It was rever interded that its members should be of
such & Tyne as to find burdensome and disagreeable
the »ursuit of such an honorabdle and enﬂobllng ideal
as that embodied in tne preemible of our Constitution.
It was empected that members wounld be selected with
a8 view to their tness for the task »roposed, in-
tellectually end morelly, and that, in generel, the
VﬂGOlb ol our progressive macnlnerv would run smooth-
Ly enworé, It was expected that the law- aviding and
Lnuelllgen“ energy of the individuals in the Ag-



Sociction would he =11 thet ves necessary to the
endlication of the constitution cné such stand -
ards s should bhe adonted »nursuant thereto, 1In
his res: ¢t, the Agsociation resembles other

4- o

itutions, Ther have all been Tounded upon
expectbation thes they woulad Succeed, 3ut the
lounders of most institutions, talking cognizence of
the weelnesses in huran nature, reallzing thet men
are subject to arror, individu&lly and collectiVely,
have bheon at peins to Hrovide SOme means  or “revent-
0r remedying an error, or for retrieving the situa-
tion following. ©he Tounders of Telluride lssocig-
tion were no 0xcention to this rule of ceutbion,

They included in our constitution o piovision for
the diversion of ouw funds, in case the trust to
wvihich those- funds were dedicated should be violated
in letter end Spirit. But, as g preliminary neas-
ure of p2recaution, the ¢rafters of our constitution
ircluded in it o Drovision which will he found in
practicelly all,organizaﬁions, ené one which ex-
Poerience hos been tried ana proved necessary; I re-
fer to the Simple, well-knovn, and obviously_es-
sentizl wrovision that the executive densriment
shall see o it that the laws are executed, TIn the
constitution of the United States thia provicion
reads, '"The exeoutive nower snall be vested in g
aresident', snd i4 is reguired thet the president,
upon entering‘office, shall take the followive onth:
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"I do Solennly swear thet I will feith-
Wlly execute the office of President of
the Unisee States, end Vill to the best of
my ahility,'preserve, provect, end defeng
the Constitution of the United States,m

o
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The “vovigion corresponding 'in Telluride Consti-
tution recds:

"o cerry out the acts of the Associntion
there shall be elected g Dresident, vice-
president, Secretary, etg,n

Do not infer from ny reforence to the constitu-
tion oF the United States fthnt it is intended to drev
& complete marallel the presidency of the Association
eré of the Unitead States, nor between the Hwo insti-
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tuticns, There are signlificant differcnces. Bub

I wish to point out this feature, coumon to the
conatitutions of both bodies, respecting the exe-
cution of the lews. Ané in view of the fecl that
tiie »nrovision In the Association constitution has
been alluded¢ to as 'scant euthorisvy’, it might not
be eniss to renerk that the significance of an em-
powering clause has rarely been measured by its
brevity. The words used by the constitution of the
United States in conferring the' executive authority
udon the president are not many in number, but their

magnitude in meaning is 2 matier of common knowledge..

Test someone instinctively apprehensive of ag-
gression misconstrue me, it nay be well to emphasize
thet nothing said here is in eny way intended to
indicete that & vresident of the Association hes any
arhitrary or despotic nower, Do the contrary, the
aresident is o servent obeying orders and not meking
them. o one hes ever asserted thet he was a pre-~
centor with the authority to oripinate e85 well as
the dubty to enforce law, He is instructed merely to
see that vhat the Assocletion has done in convention
is not wncone out of convention. He is & servant of
the Association "bto carxy out its acts'™s In this
respect, his ectivity will, in a sense - but & nexr-
row sense only = be negative, end if enyone repards
the annulment of en illegel act to he undesirable
because of its feature of negatlon he should ad-
dress hinself to the Association in favor of a re-~
construction of the constitution rather than con-
‘demn e cousclentious incurmbent of the exeoutive of-
fice for his nediability end officiel fidelity., I
wish it to be uvnderstood that I 6o not regerd the
nresidential office as enmpowering its incumbent to
sunervise or direct the members of the Association.
As T have sald, he is not a »recentor, He is simply
obligated to »revent a violation of en sct of the
Associgtion, in so far as he is eable., Thug, 1if the
Associstion operated thruout the year as oripginally
intended, in an attitude of conscientious conformity
to ounr law and standaxds, it is plain thet the ennul-~
ments, evc., discussed by lir., Pugsley would nevex
heve ooccurred,
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Porniit ve to consicer couie of the gomplained of
Rl |

0F 1. Nirhtingole in the 1lirht of whet T have
and hy wvay of illustrating the same,
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v annulnent thrg occurred is one Hhot

T woulé hewdly Tepgaid as of sufficient inportence to
uention, end I dound vhether iir, Nirhtingele ever
thought of it in £ very serious nenner. it any rate,
I ©iné no mention ox 1% in his renorts to the con-
vention, The annulient of whiceh I snee’ 15 that one
viiich negativec en ect of the Brench intended 4o o Gew
the rooming arrengerient, In adanting this incident

to his naraose, l.r, Pugsley slishte¢ certain elenents
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of relevener so that it wes Jresented in his ei'ticle,

to use his own vords, 'with itg £00¢ ferbures oriitsed?,
e tiue of Jeer &6 which the seig nosion pnassed the
3roneh VB texnceed innly unp:oqitious,.being but a few
ders bhefore 4he Tingl. exeninations, 2 chiange of
roomns &t thet tinme epieared, $o the 2resident, live-
17 %o Jeonerdize the chances fToyr Lry Houbtz %o nasy
his exaninctions, sueh & chenpe requiring some 4ime
and energy, T4 likewisge threatened the credibility
‘Ath vhich Iy, Hishtinrale hoded to survive his. ovn-
tests in the law S5chool, ag he Vias then in the midst
of'reviewing. In ermuling fhe mocion, he therefore
0id 80 on the ground Ghot. it was debrimental G0 ‘the
scholcgbic interests of the 3ranch insofor s they
vere reovresented by ninself end 1 Houtz; ane in

S0 doing, he regerded himself ps cariving into ef-
fect the oot of the convention which »reseribes high
scholorship for nembers, How T shall not deny. that
slie feasonine here mey heve been carrieg sonewhs ¢

fer; and, a8 T heve fgata ., lir, Hightinpale hirmsel?s

never lalq &Ny stiess on this exercige of authority, -

Therefore, i% is almost superfluous Y0 say that o

one repords this ng a procedent for gimiler action, -
I do not, muy vnet I wish to 1llustrete in %hig
action i this, that the Aresicent cleined nig au-
thority 'to Carry out the 2cts of the Aszociation',
ihether virnt oy virong in his eddlicetion of the
Prineinle, he nevextheless attributed his act to the
executive Princinle incornorated in our constitution.
If Zhe ennulinent was unresgonahle, fthe ne-t follov-
inn econvention VES a broper forwy in “hich to denouncn
it, cne thos: memhers interested in Jreserving the
democracy of the Associntion shoulé heve chosen thet
odortunity,

...5.-.




The second exercise of exeouiive authority com~
pleined of wes termed a 'dictatorship' established
o the Cornell Branch, consisting of a commibtee of
five aprointed by the president. This instance is
cited as en aggression, hut egain no mention is made
of the surroundirg circumstences which ere so negessary
to on understanding of the matter., This was the first

vear that the system of branch charters ceme into oner-

ation, It was well known that the issuance of & suit-
able charter, es provided by the convention, wes the
proper nrocedure, ond that the signsture thereto of

the »president wes necessary to its velidity. 3ut,

Just what this cherter was and Just what the duties

of the »resident were was by no mesns a cleer matter,
Toxr the printed minutes had not arrived snd the nresi~-
dent was erroneously piven to wnderstend . thet el1l of
the Branch Government Committee's renort had heen
acdonted, vherees only a mert thereof had heen acdonted,
It wes on October lst that +he nresident was infTormed
thoet the Dranch Govermment Report had been adonted in
tovo, and it was not until Decenber 1st, two months
later, that he was told thet ohly the »ronosed emend-
nents o the by-laws hed been made Yaw., Ang the presi-
dent's’ report seys; "Phe originel minubes are very
contfused a5 to what wes cdonted." In other words,
¢uring the so-cellel dictatorshin all that the presgi-
dent possersed ws & puide of vhat he conveniion had
done was his memory end a cony-of ‘the Brench Covern-—
nent Renort, the partial adontion of vhich was unknown
to hin, With these very relevent circumstences in

nind we coen unéerstend the reasons vhich prompted the
president to cet as he aid, He was conscientiously
enceevoring to 'carry out the acts of the Associstion”,
e5 he understood them fro:: his best aveileble informe-
tlon. BSo here apain we £indé that the oonstitution was
at least repgarded as the guide ond not the vietim; ond
that the conduet of the president was that of a sorvant
striving to fulfill his task to the best of his ability
and understending., Understand that I am not saying
vihether I apnrove of the cormmittee of five in the light
of subsecuent informotion, or even in bLhe light of the
ther. »resent informotion, I am not considering the
vwisdom of the messure, bub simly the principle by
which it wes held justifisble, T have related the sur-
rounding civoumstonces merely to show thot the presi~-
dent at least wrofessed to the cerrying out the acts
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of the Association, Hothine done by him Justifies

the allepetion that he cloined ANy arbitrary op
desnotic A0Wer, Ko worg in his Tenorts to the con-
vention s staing the charge that he Tegerds hingeip
G5 a precentor, His purnose, so far es deolared,
vias to enforce law end not to melke i,

a4

The thirag Incident Complained of ag an egoression
reletes 4o the qualifications fox nenhershiyp in the

Cornell Breneh, The President interprete, the Ag-

Sociction by-laws in sueh g nenney es %o linit the

<membership of the Cornell, Sreanch 4o Steh nenberg of

Tellurjde Association sg vere regiding at Ithace
'under the Associntion auspices’, g the Dresident
exXDleined in hig nessape ne considere¢ the eévidence
of whet ihe eonvention had gone in this respect gome -~
what enbisnous, ona 2ronounce¢ hig internretetion in
convietion thes ik epresented fhe real opinion and
desire of the Agsociction, That ir, Fichtingale was
¢orrect in his beliey nay be inferyee from the adon-
tion by the convention of o revort respeoting the
conduet of officers, in whiecn renort we find the
following words;

"The President . Thils officer hes been
diligent ang has actod with rare googd Judg-
MeXt ond wisdom thruecut the vegr

Speaking Nildly, it Tould sean that Ghe convention
¢id not entertein the Opinion now Cxpressed by I,
Pugsley ¢y the cflect thnt the president hpga 'scttled
InSo. a career ox constitutional Sudversion?, Ang 1%
18 nroner o note that the approbation above rnention~
od ceaurrec after ATT, of the allegea unconstitutionsl
8cts comdleineg of hed telren nlace. Tt is nogsinhle
thet some ope Ney sey thet the convention aid
ectually consifer the gaig acta unsceastitutionay -
notwithstamding its explieit stotenment to 4l 30T~
trary, But to o Say would he g severe cendemnation
of the intellinerce and horor of the convention, in
that 14 meles 1% 2 party to the allegeg Subversicn,
Obviously thexn, in thig inﬁerpretaﬁion, “he »ies) -
dent Judged, Nné Judped COrrectly, theot he Ias garyper
ing Tout she acts of the Associntion?,

Peitiit me now to illustrate the Texecutive

-
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principle' by one other instance of its annlication which
the artiecle in the Dreceding issue onitte? to nention.

I regard this ocnnulment os being perticularly apt as en
illustration, end do not understand how an itmertisl
consideration of the subject cen he comdlete without it,
e Cornell 3ranch resolved to pay holf the treining
tabhle expenses of ceitain of its nenbers engaged in
crew worxz fror funds appropvisted by the Association Ffor
the eperation end meintenance of Telluride House, In
annuling this motion, the president did so Ton the
ground of diversion of funds from & use for which they
hed Dbeen specifically apnropriated by the convention!.
In"a previeus veto of & similer motion the president
steted 'that bthe Branch had no more right to moke this
diversion than to poy the hoaré Hill of scholars who
shend thelr holidgys in New York City'., fhis annul-
nent is e clear an¢ concise example of an attemmt to
sefepuard the constitution ané not subvert it, in thet
16 confines the expenditures of funds to those ehannels
ordered oy the convention,

So fer, I have consiidered the constitution end
acts releted thereto as they andear by themsclves,
The erticle on Presidentisl Aggression, in averring
thet 'no preat responsibility' was intended to be
Dleced uson the »resicent, cited ocertain Tacts es o
“besis uwpon vhich to inpute to the avefters of. the
congtitution a similer intent, The youthful ege of
oni first president is mentioned as indicative of
this, an the statement is mode that "preetically
spealinn, this younp »resident vas selected by those
who drafteé the constitubtion'. This statement is
rather remarkable in more senses thon one, cnd it is
extreordinery thet one who wes vnresent &t the consti-
tutional convention should infer from the interest
showm Dby the fremers of the constitution in the elec-
tion of the first president that they regarded his
office as one of 'no great resnonsibility'. However, -
without deeling further with this phase of the metter,
it will suffice to sey thet if we ere to infer the
intention of the drafters of the constitution from
their acts, then we must reach o conclusion somewhat
oprosed, nildly speaking, to thet reached by lir. Pugs-
ley. Next to lir, Nunn, fthe wman who took %he most
prominent mart in the drafting wes lir., Niphtingale
himseld. : :
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In sumning up the scope of the presidency, wou
will wnderstend from whet I have goid thet I regard
its funetion o8 & safepuardine of the constitution

end eracine s pursuant thereto, I do not claim, nor
do I finé cayone else cleining, that the office con-
fers upon lts incumbent eny arbitrery or desmobic
anvhority. “Then the acts of the esgsceiciion nre belnyg
faithfully exesuted by all of its membars there 18 o
raon foxr nresidential action, There is then no roon
Tor any officexr or vearesentative to Lrie a8’ J nesition
of ascendancy other than thét legitimately coquired
shrouech his ovin wersonelity. The eannulmeate of the
vest heve heen brought into existence not thru usure
petion by the preaent, Ut through delincuency on

vne noaxt of other members, ‘

In conderning unconstitutlonael conduet, epgression,
cnd ¢lctation, I wn sure thet MHr, Pugsley will Tind
himself heaxtily supnorted by Lir, Nightingsle, myseld,
ent oll other members, We join with Iy, Tugsley in
wishing thot ell branches and members will begin a
'new tradition of constibtubtionsalism by starding square-
ly on their ovn feet', In obher words, we farvently
hope that the obligstions of membershin will be lived
u» to by members, Individuelly and collectively. Ve
hope that when the convention has conswumed nuch time,
energy, end money in the course of the establishment
of standerds wherewith to guide us on cur jouiney,
that they will not always be waved aside as 'triwisl',
‘le .hope thet when the memboers cast their voles st con-
ventions 16 vill Dbe in & publie spirited and not a
self-seeking manner, We hope that self-resvnect and
hoxor will he@d swey by virtue of their own appeel to
nenhood, that coerveion will not be necessary to en-
force o golemm cnd just oblipation, end that the nesdece
of honest Lliving will settle over ouwr deliberations,

e hope that every member will concider himself oharged
vith an active ewecubtion of our purpose, and the neny .
will not he content to leave the ship to the care of
the few, Indeceé¢, it is éiscouraging to see how our
ldeels, our enthusiesm, our movement 28 & unit has beeon
so devendent upor a snell minority. The destiny of the
Association restm upon the inspiration end enthusissm
of men vho eppreciate its nHurpose éud ave reedy to
wrectlce its theory. It is to be regretted thet iir,
Pupsley has not use¢ his tolent to exdose the weakness'
of the weny rather then condemn the strenpth of the fow,
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THE CHANCELLOR AND COIZIBRCIAL ALLIANCES.
- Eo :D_q Pussley’ - 2

Three subjects which have occupied ny mind foxr
some time are s0 infter-related that their treatment
can scarcely be sencrated, Let me put them in the
form of provnositions.

L. The Chancellox shoulé devole a
lerge »mart of his atteantion to formiang
commercial alliances for the Association.

2. The Beever River Power Company
shoul¢ be used in large nart by the As-
sociation as a training school for our ap-
»licents en¢ members, ' -

_ b, Agriculture, as a form of conmercial
activity, is o doubtful venture for our bhoys

in their first yeears of training.

In e recent conversetion ¢t Itheca in the presence
of severel of the members, the Chencellor Geclerod that
the Associstion wes entitled, by reason of She conpense -
tion which he received from thet source, to from one-
third to onme-half his time. We all anvreciate that in
owr Chencellor we have of least a five thousand men,
but how many thought that he regards his mosition as

Chencellor as o nart-time job. We expect our Chancellor,

corting as he should from the menbership, to make sone
sacrifices, ond we expect him to have one job, and that,
she job of being Chaencellor of Telluride Associstion.

Te have nede him President of The Beaver River Power
Comuony for our interests, not for his. If he regards
his position there as divorced in any way fron his
position es Chancellor, he is, in my humble opinion,

dn error, I hasten to vote in pessing thet I an not
forgetting that The Beaver Rivex Power Company has

other stockholders besides Telluride Assooiation o
whom considerction is due., :

This year we have no Branch st Beaver. I have

..10_
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osited seversl members the arestion, "Thy haven't wo

& Irench =t Teaver this yeer." [the gensrzl renly hig
been 2 vaeart stare, TLet me answer the question as
the faects hove Deen Presented to ne by officials of
the cowpany, .

Telluride ‘ssocistion in its own neme owns over
three-eights of the stock, Ahout ome-half of the stool
is ovmed hy members of the dssociation, members of the
Alumni orgenization, sn¢ theixr wives, and femilios,

“he Dréesurer has sent me the List of these ¢ifferent
tOtﬁlSo

Lest summer ofter the adjournine of fhe Convention,
the directors of The Besver Hiveuw Power Company decideq
not %o have a2 3ranch of Telluride Associntion et Beaver
this yeer., The decision was bhased on two nein grounds,
1€ T correctly rememher whiet the Chencellor tolg ne,
Lest yeex the instructors £.4 the Beaver Brench were not -
pold Ly the Associstion for, being members, it weuld
heve been contrery to our Constitution foi them to have
received o salery. Furthormore they were not wrig by
the Comwany, bukb by an interested thira nerty, This
seer this source of conpensetion was vithdrewn, and
the Associetlon hed not provided for it at Convention,
heving vorled on the faiih that the 3ranch ot Beaver
weuld be apnin vrovided for pg in the past, MThe Tregg-
curer of ne Coumeny sadvised thps & 3rench ot Beaver .
vould be justifiea commercielly, in that it would
essist the Cowneny in securing the distribution systenm
of Becver City, However, the Dropoaition wos dlomissed
by the directors; some of whonm probehly thought they
vere repregensing our interests, on the pround thet the
Chancellor cnd the Deen would not hove btime to devobe
the »nrovex sltention to the wori at 3eaver, oa they
would nrobebly be engaged in nutting the new apricul -
tural brench inio sheme, T believe the canceity of
both nen was waderstated, If not, the next Convention
shoulé accent their resignations,

6 this time the cessation of our 3rench work at
Deever seens to e a sten toward disintegration., The
vorik ot Cleremont, which wae substituted under an ar-
rengenment kindly mecont, has been to date very unsatis-
Lectory, Next Conveniion shouléd instruet our represen-
seGives in The Beever Piver Powexr Commany to 80 =11 in
their power to reesteblish the worlk sf 3oaver, Provor

~11~ | 1 |
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anproprictions shouwld ne made to pay Ianstructors.
fu the »nast the guestion &5 to the nécessity of
subgidizing some commercial branches has not received
the aroner »ronortion of atvention.

‘he reestablishment of the worlk at Beaver next
vear in gdvischle, as T see it, for two reasons, 1In.
the first vnlece, the work interests younp fellows of
she age of our members ané apnlicants at the elementary
brenches, Apriculture hes probably been the ocuse of
more "why boys (ené nerhoms girls) leave home" then
any otvher one thing, except marriege., It is difficult
to interest boys in that work, ané vithout interest
vile egnirit de corps is likely to be very lev. Por-
haps my viewpoint on this question is warped, I can
wut exmress the results of my slisht experience., T
do not think egriculture worls will ever be a success-
ful basis for the treining of the tyne of man we covel,

e need commerciel clliznces of & type that will
interest our junior members, - The vork with the power
comdenies has been very successful, and the Chancellor
should scek bo extend that ox sugrest substitutes,

I mommend the three pronositions with wnich I begen
to his attention, anc¢ to the ettention of all the
nembers, ' v ‘

New York City, April 15th, 1917,

=G Qi

-,
e

-



e

INDIVIDUAT FODIDON A3 YHL RDBULD DD S?IQEGOVFﬁN%THT -
' - DISSTRTADION 0N THI PREALIZLE .
= €, N, Whitman -

Liy obsexvotion leads ne fo susveet thet the widest
chasn between the Association as it exists in theory
ené as it exists in practice may be exnlained by o dis-
regerd of that »nortion of our trust deolared in the
letter half of the »nreamble. After declaring our pur-
pose Lo be the promotlon of the highest. well being, the
preanitle »rescribes two ways in which we are t» pursuwe
thet purnose, Pirst, we ere to broaden the field of
knowledge. This course is feirly comnrehensible to us.
But wvien we are asked to adont as the rule of our con~ . i
duet those truths Ffrom wvhich flows individuel freedom . |
28 the result of self-government in hermony with the |
Creator, it seems that our perception grows dim, The
idea bthat individuel freocom ond self-government in
obedience to law sre one and the same thing epnears
sonewhat as a Dersdox, Yet this is the aurnort of the
preamble. It stotes thet those lews which are in
hormony with the Creator are truths en¢ thet freedom
will be atteined by their adoption of our ovin individual :
volition, It prescribes self-government by the volun~ . |
tery adontion of rules of conduct crdained by a superiox
power. Self-govermment is of course uscd sas synonymous .
with self-restraint, rné i% is the suverficiel wverbal
contredicilon between restreint end freedom which has
ceusec thie nart of the precmble to “ess unnoticed asg
sométhing insoluble, %o not & Tew, the ides »f secur-
ing indivicuel freedom by livine above the lew which

~eould otheiviise he enforced esaainst us is a mhantow

freedor:, However, I neve found no one wha, unon re-
Tlection, could ¢iscover enw other king of freedom. In
ecndeavoring to reconcile restrsint W ith freedom, I do
80 Yecause T have seen hut Litisle self~restraint in the
Lssoclation, in the$ its lews have been resnected or
Gisvespecbel too lergely according to temperament,

ALL owr life ig lived under low. Tew is universal,
vhether it Dbe the law of nature, of government oxr of
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anbordinete institutions. For instence, consider

the domain of natural law, It is a law of nature

that water sholl run dovn hill ané not wp hill; thet

s tiee shall spread its roots beneath the soll andé

not sbove; thet night shall succeed day; that the
»lenets shall revolve in orbvits; thet a cause shall
rove cn effect, Novhere in natuie do we find any-
thing onerabting free from law. The more ve investi-
gate enything the more lews ve find in it., The faot is,
we ¥now it only through the laws of its veing, The ex-
position of the nature of snything is nothing more than

the exmosition of its lews, So, if o man wishes to ocon-

cern hinself with nature he does so by first obeying
its laws, £ he wishes to utilize the natural forces
of light end electricity he vroceeds first to learn
the lawe by which they overate and then conforms to
them., He does not, in the name of freedom, unc¢erteke
to control the forces of nature by en autocratic comn-
mend, It would hardly be srofitable for our legis-
loture to enset stotutes Hurpoxting to reverse the lew
of proevity or the movenent of the tide. Ve realize
thet nesural law is irresistihle and inflexible, and
we nroceed to conform to its nendates, »leasently ox
unnleasantly, »ut nevertheless conform. Our so-celled
edantetion of nature to men's needs is thus nothing
hut an oconbtion of itelews in our undertekings, It is
as tiue vo say thot the fruit of modern science is es

much an adantation of man to nature as of nature to man.

3ut neture is not whe sole source of our law. lan

nakes it. We heve the constitutlon of  the United States,
of Mew York State, end of private inmstitutlons. e have

rederel statutes, state statutes, municipel ordinances.

Ané beyond these written laws we have an infinite rnumber

of unwritten laws poverning our éaily sociel conduct.
In vhatever sphere we move, our every act brings some
law into oweration, . Whether it be The ngyment of a sum
of money for an article of merchandise in conformity

to the law of comensation, or a Journey from one vlace
to another along o designeted route called & public ~
highwey in conformity to the maBddate not to tresmass,
or en obeisance in the drawing roomn in conformnity to
the lew of courtesy -=- whetever the act may be, it
brings some law, written or unwritten, into effect.

T do not mesn to sey that this operation of law is all
conseious, Mo the contrary, most of it is unconscious,
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en¢ that is the signifTicant thing with us.. When the
lew ané one's natursil act are in accord, there i8S ro
cuestion of restraint, no problem of individual frege-
dom, lioxr ¢o I mean 4o sey thet there i& no such thing -
&8s disregadd of the lav, hut she law nevertheless

cories into sway in the form of & »penalty. Dor instanne,
the laws of health mey be disregarvded, as ney also the
lews of prosyperity, in vhich case however we have
neither health nop Prosperity. 3But the Guestlion of
penaltiex is not the one I om noyr interested in, ¥For
the wresent, it is sufficient to sharpen our realiza-.
tion of the universality of law,

Notwithstanding this universality of law, the
viords freedom and Liverty remain shibboleths of z11
vines, Ve still regard the United Stotes as o lang
of libderty notwithstanding the many messive volwmes
neoessary vo contein its meny gtatutes, The probiem
of our preamble will be solved if we con recencile
this sway of lev with the freecom of the infividual
living under the lew, T submit to you that there is
anc¢ een be of nesessity only one form of froedom, end
thet is a 1living ebove the law, or, as the preamble
states it, en edoption as the rule of conduct of those
tiruths fron wvhich flows individual freedom s a resuld
of self-government in harmony with the Creator. mg
live above +the law, to adopt it as the rule .of conduet,
neens voluntar+ conformity eg distinguished from in-
voluntery conformity, And@ it is this voluntery feature
of conformity which opens the door to individual freg-
dom,

I saié above that much of owr contornity to law
wes unconseious, It is elso temperamental, Govern- -
mental law being begotien of men neturally refleais
public oninion, snd most neonle are by their disHosition
in accord vith the law, Our natural conduet ig in ag~
cord with the law in most of its domain, Hence, its
nandstory character is not internreted as an abridg-
nent of our individusl freedom, Ioxr instance, we hav
obeyed the law forbiddina nwder, end I dare say that
ve should have refrained from such & deed even %tho no
prohivition existed., Ihch of our lawful conduct is of
this »redispositionsl cneracter, and thet is vhy the
idea of individual liberty remains. Where o law !s
obeyed.voluntarily it is nod considered¢ a restraint,
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But of course our temperaments do not bring us
into asocord with all of the law, Being an expression
- of the opinion of thw majoritvy of voters, it Lollows
that the law is uarepresentative of the minority.
llost of us have been in the minority at some time ox
other on some law end it follows thet for most of us
there is a portion of the law thet is disagreeabloe,
Tt is just here thet temmerament ceases 1o provide
for freedom and that self-govermuent and self~restraint
nust syep in if the freedom of the individuel is to be
comnlete, He nust by his own initietive and voluntary
gdoation of the lew of his orgenizetion achieve his
individual freecom, His organizetion may be the na-
tlon, the state, or Telluride Association., Oux sub-
serintion of the Constitution and our accentance of
membershin pledged us to this self-povernnent, indi-
vidually &nd collectively,

Do not understend me to advocabe the adontion of
any low regardless of 1ts source ané the manner of ifs
aronulgation, To the contrery, I believe thet all
agovernments receive their just powers fron: the consent
o~ the poverned, 3ut it is unnecessary to consider
thic oHhese of the »roblem beceuse no member of this
ovponizetion alleges that his membership came into

xistence in eny manreir other than by his consent,
The eubthority of the Constitution end of the laws
wassed in accord therewith are the laws of a govern-—
ment vhose nowers cre derived from the governed,

Nor is it to be inferreé thet I deny the right
of reformation to the law of Melluride Asnocistion,
whether the law in (uestion be the scts of the con-
ventions or bthe Constitution itself, But I sinmply
direet your attention to the fact that this law
orovides its ovn method of reformation., There is xo
“justification for thd suspension of this legitimeate
means of reformation, in favor of anarchy or &xbi-
trary individuollty repudiating its trusteeship.

In conclusion, vnerinit me to epitomize what I
have saié, law ig universal, Involuntary compdliance
meons & loss of freedom vhereas voluntaery comnliance
means its ettainment, Preedom end living above the
lexw are one and the seme thing, An important feature
~of membershin in our orgenization is the attalnment
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of this freedom, Our constitutional obligetion pre-
scribes the voluntary adontbion of natural law, of the
lewrs of & povermment Jeriving its powers Lrom the _
governed, cné of such other ruwles of conauct.aﬁ nro-
mote the highest well beine and are therehw in hermony

with the Creator,
~0=0~0~0~0~0~0~

THD QUESTION BOX.

Deax Lir. Naitor:

_ lley I re»orts on Hovember 1st, I Quit my
Job in the Neveda 3¢hools to hHecore & member of the
firn of Coleman & Tucker, We are situated in the 0ld
offices occupied by Judge Whitecotton enéd Grant Bagley
in Provo, ena ny duties include Jenitorig], servicesg
and other netters of importance becoming the Junioy
menber of g firm, I anm hoping to share ny janitorigl
duties with Lickey Jhitecotton, whon we expect to come
into the offices during fhe sunmer, '

e have been exceptionally busy. I say this forx
two reasons: because Jou exnect o Joung lewwer to say
16, and becaunse it is true, There also seens to be
two reasons for onr being busy: we have & feir amount
of worlk, and I am 80 slow in setting accustomec to
procecurel mabters that T 21 not hanaling ny share of
it, However, wyon ney tell the boyrs who are taking layw
the & they are foing 1a the *icht ¢irection, After four
months »ractice T en certeinly wBaz -the law os far as T
knov it: ong 7 ern certainly fining out how mueh law
I do not know,. .

Hevina wmede my confession, nay I now asgl of yaur
official enc revresentotive gelf o question: Whet, in
JOUY opinion, will be the effeqt on the Association of
the €stablishment of the Centre Arench in the east in-
stead of in the west§ Then I voteé money for the eg-
toblishment of the Central Brench, I rether todk it for
franted thet such 3ranch woulé be in the west, On
after-thought, I conelude thet I was nos Jusiified in
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taliar this for granted, bhut if the cuestion of the
cstehlichment of one Centrel Branch in the east hed
ik the matter furbther con-

come uu, I shoulé heve given
sideration, Inasmuch &g one Associetion member has
generously nade the Virginia Branch possihble, wo
certoinly cannot object from the standpoint of the
tgsociation; but before any laxrge expenditure of As-
socistion funds is made I would Like to see the matter
given move thought then T have given it. It would
cextainly be & NIOper question for consideration at
she next Convention.

Tn checking over our membership, I find thet of
the one hundred andé two members, forty-£four come from
the State of Utah, ené eighteen fyom the city of Provo.
mhig shows thet more than forty ner cent. of. our mem-
bers come from one of Ghe smellest stetes in the
union, ené tet more Ghen fifteen mer cent, of our
mepbers cone fion s town of ten thousané hopuletion.
The causes of %this condition are ewnerent, U until
recently the wain worlking 3renches of the Associatlon
heve been located in Utah enc the immediate vicinity
end hove centered in the City of Provo. It ould
therefore secrm thet Fhe location of our Branches has
o very strong influence in the determinetion of our
membe rship. : :

with the establishment of the Centrel Branch

in Virginia ené¢ the githérawal of the men fron the
Begver Jranch, I ¢o not supHose there are more than
o Gozen menbers doing Associntbion *ork west of Ghe
liississinopi. If this cond ition continues end the .
rorces ot vork in the Dest still exist, ¢t the end
of ten yvesrs the Associationh will he made up 2lmost
enbirely of western men. Tt ie not he idea of tle
ariter thet eastern nen Y1

111 heim the Association,
.+ bhut he feels thet a conbinalbion of eastern and
western men iiill help it, : '

There is enother phase of the matter: not only
will the loeastion of all our main Nrenches in the
cost hove a édirect influence upon the Association by
determining the male-up of its membership, but the
in®fluence of the west unon those members of the .As-

ine there 1is of value. The in-

gociation who spend
fluence of the east on the members of the west has
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been equally veluable, but bthe combination of the Two
certeinly has nmerit. : :

Thile the Association had its beginning in the
pmos’s western wart of the vest, end vhile I hed always
looke¢ unon the Assoclation as wesftern in spirit, whet-
ever thot means, I feel certain that the founders yere
above any petty idess of sectionalism and I am hoping
thoet such ideas do not actuete me in my Hresent position.
But efter ell ic sald and done, if the Association hes
eny further money to smend wpon -Centrel Branches, would
it not he well, before greetly extending our holdings
in Virginia, o consider the oreation of cnother Central
Branch in Celifornie or somewhere In-the YestT

lost respectfully yours,

J. B, Tucker,

THD ASSQCIATION AND 9HE WAR.
- 0, N, Whitmen -

A8 leng ed democracy end autocracy the wvorld
over continue engeged in o conflict involving the
destiny of nations, among bthem the United Stetes, it
is not to be supnosed thelt the course of the Associe-
tion will flow on wndisturhed, INow thot our own
country has entered the lists. of those states fight-
ing for populer govermment, we shell soon Teel the
wressure of the vast undertaxing in e menner and to
en extent gquite urknmovmr to us in the »ast, Jnd this
nressure will increase with every day adéded to tho
life of the war, So in considering plans of wisdon
Tor the Association, it behooves us bo form a Judg~
ment as to the »robable duration of the war,

Permit me to ¢uote from ouxr lale embassedor to
Germany:
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TThere is a Canger now of anotvher delusion,
and that is that the war is soon bto be over,
Don't believe thet. It is going Lo be a long
war . . . » The Germans axe not going to be
beaten bJ an -internal revolution. They are
not going to be bheaten because they need
food . . . « « e should get out of our minds
at once the notion that the war will soon come

te an end. To gct on such & nremise would be
great folly."

And as a New York newspaper says;

Plio man in this country is belter qualified
to judge the staying powers of Germany, or has
better information about the actual conditions
within the emnire than James W. Gerard, former
ambassador to Cermany.”

In agreement with lir, Gerard we find most of our nmen
ol navional prominence., Nor does The notion of a

short war find eny encouragement in the action of oux

govermment ot Yashinpgton., The wraxr measures belng
adopted show that neither Congress or the President
inéulge an expectation of a short war,

Tith prospects of a long war, 1t is becoming to
rembers of the Association %o ref“ect unon what may
be in store for it. Jour members of Cornell Brench
heve deperted to Jjoin some of the war indugtries,
and not o few others are contemplating enlistment
in the training cemns for Reserve 0fficers, I pre-
sume the tendencies towerds netriotic service are
strong thruout the Association, end thet many of its
members will soon be part of our war machine, It is
obvious that the =resence of & quorum et our nrovosed
spring convention is in douvt, if not improbable. It
is therefore needful for menmbers o look ahead to the

ross8ibility of no official Associetbtion program next
yealr,

However, in case vie are fortunate enough to see
a quoxum canvene &t the aiMointed nlace and time, we
shall be faced with some grave questions concsraing
the wisest »nlen for us to adopt, As I have seid, in
my judgment it will be neither feesible xnor pessible
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to provide for a contluvanse of our academic worz ia
1ts pont form. I¥ Cornell University continues its
scholastic activity wext fall, it will Dbe with
decimaved narbews., If the Association should nrn-
vide. for edvcational work at collegés, that will also
be done with decimated numbers,

The purpose of the Govermment of the United Stotes
end of the Assoclstlon aie one end the seme, the pro- |
motion of the highest well-beins, It is in the avrsult
of this purpose thet the United 3tates are nov in the
wer, end this purpese will be subserved by nembers of
the Association who imeke a wise cholee of some form
of wmatriotic serviae, '

If & quorum should convene this snring, it may bve \

wise for the convention to leunch into some united
underteking in the neme of the Association, An en-
bulance corps for field service ebroad hes heen sug-~
gested, ~ Such a proposal will, like all other "ro-
posals, meet both androval end disanproval. It is
here mentioned simnly as a suggestion slong the line
of some common action, It is not unnatursl that some .
rmermbers should be interested in contributing btheir
shere of energy to the desired viotory as o unit,
However, at this early stage of effairs, I forbear
from »roposirg enything as its advocate.

In conclusion, there is one .thing thet no member
of the Assgociation should do at any time. He should
not dismiss the Associection from his mind and heard

-6 tho its survival were ro concern of his. If the

interests of the institutlon are worth comsidering in
time of peace, they are worth censidering in time of
veir. Whexr a man enlists, does he forget his demendants?
Yo the contraery, his action intensifiés his concern

en' their behalf. The Associatlon is a denendant wpox
its members, so let us bear this in mind. Vhatcver we
do, wherever we go, individuslly or collectively, wo
remein representatives of the Associetion, end that
representation should not be suffereé to deteriorate,
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" RDITCRIALLY,
- Qur Baptism of Pire -

These are »arlous times. The mind end heart of
every petriotic Americern are heing stirred as they
have not been for a generation. VWe are undergoing
an avalkening, & rebirth, of our nationel corscious-
ness, end, parhans, in no long time, our rejuven-
etion will be consecerated in a baptism of fire, from

which we shall emerge a nation of peonles reflnea end
ennoo?ed in the ecrucible of war,

In the »resent scheme of things no responsibili-

ties superior to our allegiance are adnitted., e
are either JAmericans subject to the demands of the

tate, or we are aliens: there are no half-way posi-
tions., e are to be either ective or passive in
our sunport of the principles the netion aims to
defend, end, in such o situstion, we members of
Telluride Associatbion mey undergo a baptism of fire

that will test the strongth of our organization to the
gon &

utmost, for it may mean the temperery disintegration
of our farces, And so we face & »Hroblem.

As en orvgenization, we cennot ubt realize that
other things beside our edherence to the »rincinles
in our ceonstitution have bound us together., Ls-
scciation has meant s great deal to us, The frater-
nal neture and sympethetic character of the ties
which have been forme¢ during our relationshins with
one snother nust be reckoned big emong the things
thet have gueranteed aoné prolonged our existence. .
Tithout them, we would heve been hut a mechanical
contrivance in thne intereats of democracy; viith them,
we have developed a 'group consclousness' devoted to
the progress of right living end right thinlzing, a
consciousness of ourselves snd our interests thatb

mey be antly, for our nurposes, designated the "Tellu-

ride way" of "Telluride men" One phase of wvhich
we are nroud, almost to the noint of epotism sone-
times, is "I em a member of Telluride MAssocietion”,
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And it is something to be wroud of,
o A

But the great thing which will pive us & last-
ing reason for pride in cur orgerization haos vel to
be accomplishad., I refor to the stanility of cur
eins end purposes wnen we have hecome one "of!", not
"in' the groun prover, It is as inevitable that our
members will become sevarated Ffrom the central body
as vhet ripe Lfruib will fell £s the ground, Our
national emergency hos merely sggraveted whet is
neturally so, in the flux end flow of the elements of
life, So that, recognizing . this faot, ané having
gloried in the strength that the old close unions has
engendered, we nust premare to maeintain our strengtn.
even in disunion, If we have builded our struciurs
well, the scaffolding wmeyv be removed withoutb danpor
of its falling, ené our house will brave the elemen’s,
and weather whatever disrupting irnfluvences energe from
the wombd of time and chance, Bub, with our house
standing, what of the "men outside"? It is this
question which suggests my remerks,

_ As T write, here in New Yorlk City, there are ten
Telluride men., AlL are interested deenly in what is
going on "inside". Our conversatbions are all "Pellu-
ride", The old associsbtions have been woven into
the fabric of everyore end the threads cannot be cut
with the Tirst slesh of the knife of severation. Bub
conversational communication is woefully inadequate
to sustein all the 0ld interests., e nust realiza
rore fully, individuelly, vhet a hit~or-nmics agent
runor is, Reliebility is a cheracloeristic which it
has not. :

But the News Letter is a hub toward which a1l
meils converge., Heln it to perform its function, con-
tribute your ideas to its nages, and by every token,
gou will be forging linZs that will bind every nmenber,
inside and outside, more closely to each other end to
the 1deals which we are »ledged to aupwort.,

rial page, let it be this: At least one hundred and
ty persons would lilke to hear how YOU are fddf+

A LAE (bed writing) vindicating YOUR existence in
g world, - :
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- Duty -

4 month from today, two months from today - some-
time - the members of Teliuride Association will be
entvonched on the shattered pleins of Durope; petrol-
ing the sea in search for the assassins of the deep;
laboring ir the factories to nroduce munitions; till-
ing the il to feed the starving nations. Dvery man
will have his tasz to ¢o, end in the performonce of
thet tesk, his body, mind, and soul will be taxed
to their utmost. TFvery men will be & unit, a force, .
to sgsist in mainteining the ideals ond principles
Mich find their embodiment in our American republic,
me strugple is one for ideels, for nrinciples, for
libexrtya

Tn our Associational affeirs we have a war 1o
wage vhich is mo less important to the Association
than is the present world confliet to the nation.

e have ideals which are over-clouded and indistinct;
we have principles which are distegarded and ignored;
ovr liberty is. trespassed uzon by our officers, But
wve are nendicapped in our fight., e ere not eble to
locete our enemy upon e d¢istant hill, moke e fow
arithmetical caleulations, ané ‘hen proceec to reduce
his hill to a yvewning crater, We ere oul' OwWn enemies,
T4 is not a Foe on the outside which tramples upon
our idesls and tormedoes our liberty., The eneny is
in our organization. The mist which obSscures our
ideals is of our ovn ma¥%ing; we disrepard princinles
of our ovn choosing. Our gresp upon the scenter of
nower is weakx - almost rerveless ~ and officers are
certeinly not to be condermed for esserting more then
ordinary mower in henéline affeirs, end they will
continue to do =o until the members cleain their
rights, It is ebsolutely necessary for us to changpe
oun attitude toward our organizetion. Te nust heve

‘more faith in it; we must strive harder tovard thne

ené to which ouyr broad general principles lead., No

institution or orgenizction has ever been kent elive
ené in & thriving condition irrespective of whet its
members thot of it; regerdless of thelr attitude .

towaré it. '
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sinulianaousiy with our wer for the ideals,
Princinlies, and liverty of »ur nabtion, let our men
fipht Tor the ideals, princinles, cné liberty of
Telluricde Association to give it new life end to
stend it on o higher plene., The casuwalty list in
each of these wars will be heevy, but the nation ana
bthe Associatlon will be purified end strengthened by
the secrifice,

~g=p=p==g~g==
NZWS NOTES.

. H. R, Cwen is employed es 'nisht clerk' in the
Wells House, Brooklyn, N. Y. PForce of circumstances,
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*

Cy Ross is employed In & munitions nlant "some-
where in New Jersey",. '

Clayton Grandy and F. T. Pugsley are employed
as 'inspectors' at the Internetlional Arms & Fuse Co.
Their address is 115 Berkeley Avenue, 3loomfield,
New Jersey.

D. J. Nelson hag returned to his New York office
after completing a rvcent engegement for his firm in
Kansas city, Ilir. Nelsor entertained the Editor and
the former Cornell Branch Fxeoutive &t a Sundsy dinner
on the 156th. It was appreciated by his guests,
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Dave Jemb, an awmlicent, has enlisted in the
Naval Ressrve at Philadelphia, and 1s now at home on
a furlotvgh,

L. R, Bdwards hes departed for the big city,
where he is working for the 3ell Telephone & Tele-
grevh Co, fddress 102 Remsen 3t., Brooxlyn, N. Y.

_ S. 8. Walcott dronped in for a two dey visit
with the Cornell Brench the fifst of the.month..

a ° o [ L
R. @G. Bvens, vho hes been atbtending Northwestern,

has passed wxaminations, and reportec¢ at training camp
on lay 8th, His new address is unknowr.

T

L. He Lethrop has been extended membership in
Lta Kappe Hu, the honorary electrical engineering
society., ,

W, H, Hapuire has been eleoted to membeorshivn ir.
the Order of the Coif, honorary law seclety,

S ° n ® 9

d, W. Diederichs has appllcation in for position
in the Lrngineering Corps of the United States Army,

L » v @ @

TBLLLT Whitney 6f Yale spent four days of his
spring vecetion es guest of Cornell Branch,
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L. L, Houtz has enlisted in the naval
coast defense reserve, and has been assigned
to the armed yecht 'Sorsair!, Later notice
reports Houbz ill - pneumonia. No Imowledge
as to his condition, ‘

P. L. Clark has joined@ the Cornell Ambulance
Corps. He sailed for France on May 12th., We heve
rot his new addrems.

Dr, BE. A. Loew is at nresent the gueét of Tellu-~
ride Association at the Cornell Branch.

sSeveral members of Cornell Branch have left for

Reserve Officers’ Trairing +Cemps. E. C. Bonneht

left liay 11th for Presidioc Barrscks, San Prancisce,
The following men are o% adison Berracks, New York:
» Lathrop, Compeny 8; 0. I. Larson, Company 7;-

o Horroe, Compary 7; i/. H. Ilaguire, Compzny 15,
her men have not yet heard from their envlications.

ol
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Hon, Alejendro Alvarez, Chilean publicist and
dinlomatic counselor, was the guest.of Telluride As=
societion at its Cornell Branch from Ilarch 26th to
30Gh, while delivering a series of lectures at the
University upon international law problems,

° & 9 & -@

My, L, L. Nunn, Hr, P, N. Nunrt, end Bruce
Simmons were vigitors of Cornell 3Branch May 3rd.
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Tiaaion Parler snent a few days at the Cornell
House while % Cornell in the intereste of the Bell
Telenhone Compony, early in the nonth,

@ o o Ll 9

J., G. lIiiller has just returned bo Ithoca frcm
New York City where he had his right leg Tre~oast’
for the third time.

1Jacl! Hoyt left Cornell on ley 1lst for 3Buffalo
to erroll in the Curtiss Aviation School. L present
ne is employed in the engine departnent. Later he
Leaves for Hammondsn»ort, N. Y., where he tales up
regular aviaticon worx. He exhects to enter the Us-Sa

‘Signal Corps after completing his course of instruction.

Tt will taxe apnreximately two months to ccomplete the
cLuUrse,

i

~ B. 8. Walcott has teken his physical examination,
and is now doing clerical work in the Aviation Section
of the War Devartment ot Weshington. Ee expeots to be
ecalled out as soon as there is a wvacancy.

V. D. Johnston end J. C. Othus left for Phila-
delphia lioy 14th, to vake up work with the Bell
Pelewhone Comwany of Pennsylvenisa,

o [ ('3 ° 0
G. A, Worn is working in the ship yards, He's

moking steel ones, Address: 906 Madison 3., Vil-
mington, Del. '
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'Seretor? Cole's rnew address: 851 Cass Ave., Detroitl.
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