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CHAPTER I.

NOYES AGAIN AT THE HELM.

After three years' experience under the leadership of

Weld, Boyle and 5%ates, Noyes finally in the battle-Axe letter,
January 15, 1837, declared that he would never again go on board

a2 ves3el unless he could have the helm. Eight years later his
leadership amnong eastern Perfectionists was brought to a test in
the Belchertown iunbroglio, and was sustained. Now in the gathering
at Oneida he found hingelf face to face with a half dozen capable
men who aspired to leadership. The result was another fight for.

control.

Noyes to Harriet A. Noyes.

Burt's February 4, 1848.
Desr Harriet:-I came here at the right time. S5ould had dbne nothing,
except in the way of ﬁndermining me. He was keepihg back the truth,
and in *he meantime seeking his own among the wonen. He resisted
and threatened, as he did one day at Putney, only worse, and I
cashiered hin. His wife is with me in heart, ani he lsys all the
defeats he has suffered 3since to her desertion of him.

NARRATIVE OF JONATHAN BURT.

Scon after Mr. Noyes's arrival I went to Syracuse and invited

Mr. E. H. Hanilton and M¥r. Wn. H. Cook to come down for a confer-
ence the following Sunday. Then I went to Lairdsviile ari invited
.

J. B. Foot to cone for the same purpose. Mr. Foot was the nan

upon whon we had relied ag the leader of our conmunity wovemnent.

The meeting proved to be an exciting one. After a warn discussion



Messrs. Foot and Cook broke with Mr. Noyes, Cook particularly
denouncing him in violent terma. The split was on the social
theory, thpugh both had been informed of Mr. Noyes' position at
the tine of the Convention. Mr. Hanilton took sides with Mr.
Noyes.

We continued to have thrilling scenea. Perfectionists from
iifferent parts came to visit us. In some few instances warm
alliances were formed, but in most cases the result was a con-
flict and finsl separation. Mr. Abbot cane about the middle of
- February bringine $800., which he held ready to put in as conmunity
gtock. There had been considerable talk already about the transfer
of the Putney family to Oneida, and Mr. Noyes had selected the
present location for a building site, provided it could be obtained.
Negotiations were entered into with Deacon Francis, the owner,

‘and his whole farm was purchased, 80 acres, at an average of $42.50

per acre, Mr. Abbot's money being used for the first paynent.
We had before purchased a smell piece of meadow land, 23 scres, on

which was an Indian hut, just across the road from My house. We
could not have immediate possession of the Francis place, but Mr.

foyes thought that by occupying this hut we could nake a beginning

of calline in the wanderers... A short time previous to their

coning Mrs. Burt and Miss Tryphena Hubbard cslled on Deacon Francis.
While there he showed them an article from s Brattleboto psaper
givine a full account of the explosion at Putney. Deacon Francis
expressed himself as regretting that he had sold his farm to such
people. Mrs. Burt cane h@ﬁe much excited, and declared that she
would not have such a man in the house: if she could not get rid

of him in any other way, she would butn the house down over our

heads. I told her that Mr. Noyes had inforued me of the whole
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natter, and that there was an entirely different view to be taken.
I also 9aid to Miss Hubbard that, if she was in any way acting as
an adviser to Mrs. Burt, she had better as a friend advise her not
to act rashly, for in so doing she would certainly bring ruin upon
herself. The next day Mr. Noyes proposed that we offer Deacon
Francis the chance to take back his farm and return to us the $800.,
Yhat 1 take this money to settle with Mrs. Burt, if she chose to
geparate from me, and that the rest of us dependi upon the o0ld saw-
mill for a living. To this plan ¥Mr. Abbot heartily assented. I
then said to lrs. Burt that my purpose waa fixed to bend all ny
future energies to the building up of a Conmunity, and that I had
two proposals to make to her. First, if she chose to stay with me,
I would live in a sevsrate famnily with her and see that her wants
were well provided for, but that she must expect that my heart
would be with the Community. Second, if she chose to Separate
from me, I would egive her the $800. After some reflection she
said we had better keep the farm. We however, went to Deacon
Francis with our offer, but he refused to accept it. Mrs. 3urt
and Miss Hubbard took from this time an entir8ly new turn. They
becane genial and happy, and with a hearty good will went about
making preparations for the newcomefs. The conpany arrived at

the time appointed, and were Joyfully welcomed by lMrs. Burt as
well as the rest. Mr. Cragin brought another $500. in gold,

which was paid for the meadow lot, since always called the "Cragin

Meadow. "

Williaa H. Cook to J. R. Millesr.

Syracuse, February 7. 1848,

Dear Brother:-

I do not know how long I shall €all you by the above title.



Yesterday I called on J. H. Noyes and had some talk, and sharp

talk it was. I have no fellowship with or for him, until he
shall renounce his course as being " of the world, the flesh

and the Devil." I have not 3o learned Christ.

And now let me say that J. H. Noyes is unhorsed, and that
he is shortly destined to meet a Waterloo defeat. No, Bro.

This is no small task for me, as I have 3aid much for and
about hin. I loved hia very much, but if ay right eye offends
ne, I pluck it out. And if I ever have been called to pluck out
rieht eyes, it has been in this case.

Should any of you think that I have been actuated by worldly
wisdom, I will say that, if this be worldly wisdom by which I
have been actuated, I have no other, neither do I desire any
other. My mind in these matters has not been prenaturely expressed.
I know what I an doing, and with whom I am dealing; and whoever
is found sdvocating Gatesiam will find me an uncoapronising oppo-
nent. |

Unless I see you again by return of mail, ay desire for you

is that you may fare well.
W. H. COOK,

Noyes to Deborah Haile.

Burt's, February 10, 1848.
Dear Mrs. Haile:-

A3 your letter does not forbid a reply, I will

satisfy my love of faithfulness by offerinz you the cautions
which your present §ituastion demands.

From all that appears in your letter I conclude
that you have Judged me and the principles of the Putney Associsa-
tion by the report of Mr. Haile. M. G. Devoe has been here since

Mr. Haile called at Owasco on his return, and he reported that



" Mr. Haile endorsed Cook's bitterness against me. This surprised
me much, 23 Mr. Haile left here with professions of Fellowship.

On one point, according to Devoe's report, Mr. Haile, either
by carelessnéas or otherwise, grossly nisrepresented ny princirles.
He represented me as adopting the French aethod of controlling
propagation. There could not be a worse miatake than this. T ex-
%ressly repudiated in my conversation with him the French method,
condennine them all in the strongest terms as unnatural, unhealthy
anl abominable. The nethod which I commended was one which con-
fines sexual communion to 3ocial purposes, forbidding the propagsa-
tive act, ecept when conception is intended. This method, in ay

view, crucifies the fleshly lust of men, and elevates sexusl con-

nunion into a social and spiritual sct.

Mr. Devoe also said that Mr. Haile did not show the brethren
at Owasco a declaration of principles which I wrote out and put
into his hsnds. As you are silent about it, possibly he has not
shown it to you. Now, if Mr. Devoe's reports are true, ( which I
do not affirm, and which I an very unwilling to believe ) you
ought to wait for better testinony before you judge and act on this
weighty matter. This i3 a caution to you, not an accusation of
Mr. Haile. I hope he will be able to clear hinself.

Beware of trusting blind operations of your mind and heart,
however imposing snd delightful your exercises may be. New York
"revelations”are at a discount. Foot went to Putney last fall
"by revelagion," and acknowledeged me leader "by revelation. "

Cook in the interval between the two conventions erdorsei ny theory
of sexual morality " by revelation.” %ould has had abuniant "revel-
ations" exactly the opposite of yours. It was no longer ago than

tye 313t of January that Corwin found his heart irresistibly ( but



blindly as it now appears) loving me more and more. Only three
weeks ago Foot was pressed " by revelation " to Join this Commnunity,
and was wonderfully "blessed” in coming here. Remenber what
"blessediness ye 3pake of" in receiving and acknowledging me in
both of the conventions and throughout the State, and consider
that at that time and for more than a year previous I and the
Putney Association had been in what you now call the "depths of
Satan;” and remember that previous to the éenoa Convention, where
the divine power was most manifeat, I had "communicated privately
to them that were of reputation” my gospel. One of the wickedest
worldlings among our persecutors at Putney, in a crazy fit brought
on by his fury against us, came out with a "revelation”" just like
yours, and was greatly "blesszed” by it. Though he was aild and
compaszionate toward us for a tine, he now swears he will pursue
u3 till we cannot say that God takes care of us. Remenber, too,
that when you were drawn into the anare of uncleanness I escaped,
and during the nine years of your captivity and sorrow I have been
happy in God's approval, receiving revelations which comnmend them-

3elves to 211 rational minds. I am still happy, moving on in

revelations not of the mushroom 3ort but stable, consistent, endur-
ing. Which are most likely to be true, my revelations which have
made me steadily happy and consistent for fourteen years, or yours
which have just gushed and are yet to be tried ? Bear in mind that
8 tenporary flow of happiness i3 no test of the truth of your exer-
cises. 1In all such changes of spiritusl condition as you have just
gone through the spirit comes intg/union with sone new prinecipality
in the iavisible world, and the mere novelty of fellowship produces
pleasure, whether the new principality is divine or diaboliecal.

Enduring truthfulness alone, not pleasurable inaginations and
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sensations, attest the divinity of our fellowéhips and revelations.
I advize you to wait till I have told ay story in full before

you judge me. I am about to publish 1y views, and aa as sure of
casting down all opposing inaginations now as I was when I cane
out with the new covenant andi the secong coaing. My prayer is
that you may save yourself the trouble of a Vain contest with the
truth.

J. 3. Noyes.

W. C. Gould to J. H. Thomas of Newark, N. J.

Oneida Depot,
Madison County, N. Y.
February 13, 1948.
To Bro. Thonas and others in fellowship;-

Two brethren from_Geno&, Cayuga County, have just now called
oh me, and reprimanded me for not writing to them s report of ay
visit to Putney. This reminds me of the promnise I mnade you in
Newark that I would report to you, which I have not onitted. through
forecetfulness or indifference to your wishes or welfare, but really
because I was not prepared to zive you a full report.

I wag very mnuch interested in Putney as far as concerns
Association. I found a good deall of love and harmony, kindness
and true politeness among the members, but I was dissatisfied and
gurprised to find that Bro. Noyes's leadership as practiced at
Putney was totally opposite and different from his theory as ex-
plained abroad. I expressed my disappointment 6o Bro. Noyes, who
put me off from day to day with rather evasive answers, until I

finally told him plainly that unléss he satisfied me on this sub-
Ject I should be compelled to make a report on his practical leader-

ship that I thouesht would be unsatisfsctory. He then promiei that
he would prove to me that instead of tramplineg on the clains of

liberty and equality he was the chanpion of liberty. On the
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my brother George will comne with them to stay a few days.

Hanilton and fanily are expected in the course of the sprine.

Young Seyaour stayed till londay, heard me through with 3teadily
incressing interesat, went away'in full fellowship thinking serious-
1y of comineg to live among us soon. He is one of the reasoning
sort, that can receive a rational idea and act upon it without
requiring %od to ticklé‘him to confirn its truth.

Renarks: In‘view'of all that i3 going on I a1 impressed nore
andvmore with the convietion that unfaithfulness is one of the
worst of the bad habits of New York.Perfectionists. There is a
spirit in these regions which makes a light thing of entering into'
the engagenents‘of fellowship, and a light thing of breaking then.
Rider, when he left me in 1837, wa3 under the most sacred enscage-
nents t6 cooperate with me. The next thing I knew of hin he had
dropped off silently into non-comnittalism, énd soon without any
change on my part or any negotiations between us Rhe became an
enemy. Dutton served me $n much the sane way... Cook 4id nothing
in the way of execuﬁing the projects of the Genoa Convention, but
on the contrary fell to devising abortive.schenes of his own...
The sonersaults of Hatch and Corwin are further illustrations of
the "shaky" nature of the spirit in these parts. And I fear, in
view of all the signs I see, that the general acknowledgunent of
ne which was made with sSo much enthusiassa at both conventions, and
the solemn covenant which many wade at the last convention to take

Christ in the place of death and move on toward heaveniy Associa-
tion, will prove to have been windy talk of men who have not the

gpirit of execution, loud explosions like those of trainine day

without bullets.
I shall be found for one a follower of hin who rides on the
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white horse and is called "Faithful and True.”" He has taught me to
have unfaithfulness, to regard the obligationa of spiritual fellow-
ship a3 nore sacred than those of marriage. His eyes are "3 aA
flane of fire." He witnessed the procéedings at our conventions.
He noted every man who promised to take him "for better or for
assuredly
worse."”" He will/prosecute for breach of promise those who are now
lightly turning away from hian. I am bold to forewarn all that he -
is about to give Perfectionists a lesson on the 3ubjeect of faith-

fulness that they will remneaber.

It is due to sone ( I trust to more than I know of) and es-

pecially to Bro. Burt, that I should acknowledge having found =
rennant of faithfulness in this State. The man whose response to
the call of Christ at Genoa was ¢learest and most hearty meant
what he said and has proved it by deeds.

The rewards of the Kingdom of God are offered to them that
"over-come,” to then that'are "faithful unto death.” "The fearful
and unbelieving " havé their part with whoremongers and idolaters
ani liars in the lake that burneth with fire and brimatone.

The body of believers at Genoa have heretofore given 3igns
of more steady anl 3ubstantial faith than is generally to be found
in this State. I look with interest to 3ee whaf turn they will
take at this crisis.

I hope to hear good things of you and your wife, and 3hall
remain ( till you turn away from me ) faithfully yours,

JOHN H. NOYES.
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After Bro. Noyes broke with ne I d4id not know but I should
be sbandoned by every Perfectionist in the land, but having strong
gssurance that Sod was on my 3side I resolved to gtand firm if de-

serted by the universe. Within a few days however some Perfection-

ists in this region either have or are breaking with Bro. Noyes.
I =am informed that he aml Burt have contracted for three or four
farms, but without a material change in opinions I cannot see
where they will find occupants in this region.

Having given you as full a reportl a3 uy sheet will adnit, I
must defer a great many particulars until another time. Should

this letter give rise to any auestions in your nind or with’thoae

in syapathy with you, I shall be pleased to answer them. I had
hoped that the day had arrived when Bro. Noyes's clain3a to leader-
ghip would no longer continue to be the stalking-horse of the
lani, when schisn and treachery would give way to quietness,

peace and unity of interest, fellowship and love; and 3till hope
that this interruption will not be permanent.

I have looked back 2 thousand times with intersst to our
delightful visit amnong the saints at Newark, amd the pure and
neavenly fellowship that reigned in the little nucleus that was
formei while there. I hope, a3 Bro. Inslee has come more partic-
ularly into this union, that the strength of this fellowship has
incressed with your increase of nuabers.

We shall be e~lad to see or hear from any of you at any time.
Suppose you come ani mnake us a vigit with your wife. I believe this
is s time of year when your business iz apt to be slack. We have
been expecting an answer from Clarissa to my wife's letter.

Yours in the faith and love of the =ospel,

w. C. GOULD.
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Noyes to John B. Foot.

Oneida, February 18, 1848.
Bro. Foot:-

After a good deal of thinking and talking about your
gituation and the prospect of your coming here, I have come to
the conclusion to write you a frank letter laying open to you
the difficulties under which our minds are laboring in relstion
to you.

The undecided position in which you stand as to the views
I an advencing on a subject of great importance especially to the
Association movement gives an unpronising aspect to our proposed
alliance. I have no right or disposition to force you to a lecisa-
jon, but I have a right and an bound to guard my own relations to
you 30 long as you remnain at variance with me or in doubt about
my position. I feel as I did at Putney, when you were on the one
hand urging me to go into partnership with you in holding meetings,
and on the other hesitating sbout leasdership. I said to you then:
We shall not act together harmoniously till our relations to each
other are definitely settled. I will not press you to judenent
on my claim of office, and on the other hand you should not press
me to partnership.” So now I an satisfied that it is not prudent
for us to marry by Association till we are gubstantially agreei.
It is impos3sible to organize a harmonious and efficient adminis-
trstion with a second officer of opposite politics to the first.

I #ill not ask you to agree with me, but I may fairly ask you to

let me 3tand alone till we are agreed. If you can continue to
gay of a doctrine which enters so deeply into my theory of Asso-
ciation a3 the doetrine of communism of love does, that you have

nothing to do with it, it is evident, whether I am right or wrong,

that we are not in condition to act together.



The positive and continued opposition of your wife to what I
regard as the Pentecostal principle still further enbarrasses our
relations snd renders the attempt to join our interests doubtful
and dangerous.

Bro. Burt also thinks (and I agree with him) that the situa-
tion of your property is not such as it ought to be in order to
your satisfactory union with the body here. We 3hall need a large
sun to pay for the Francis farm. Abbot brings $800., Haailton $400.
About $:300 renzains to be provided for. At lea3t s portion of this
must be supplied by the third partner in that concern. If Bro. Burt
applies the $500 which I put into his hands to that purpose, $800
will still be behind, and after providing for Cragin I cannot under-
take to fill this gap. We think that if you cannot help at all in
this natter, prudence dictates that we should look out for another
third partner. Bro. Baker is coning with $600. Ought we not to
put hin in with Abbot and Hamilton, inatead of extendine our
territory ¢

If you have no 6pportunity to sell your farm, or if your wife's
right in it is such that you cannot control it, you are not to be
blamed for your inability to help us. Nevertheless that insbility
is a fact which must be taken into account in our plansa, and which
will necessarily affeet your position aznong us. We ought not to
involve ourselves in heavy liabilities, and if our liabilities will

be made too heavy by your coming without funds, we ought to consider
whether this is not a sign of the will of 7%o0i that you 3hould remain

where you are till you can control and shift your property.
I desire greatly the consummation of our union, and for that

very purpose I have been thus frank with you, because I know that a

right union cannot be consunmated without the remnoval of stunbling-

blocks. ,
Yours truly, JOHN H. NOYES
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Noyea to E. H. Hanilton.

Oneida, February 19, 1848.
Dear Bro. Hanilton:-...

Abbot says that seven years ago, when 2y credit was low in
New York, Cook wrote him a long letter censuring him for being =
"Noyesite," and disparaging me in every way. The consequence was
that Abbot lost his anchorage, drifted at random, and shipwrecked

on Van Epps. Again Abbot says that 1last year, when my credit was
good in New York, Cook wrote him that " there was a bond between

him and Putney‘that neither mnen nor devils could break."” And on
Abbot's return from Putney, Cook biuffed him off till he found out
where he had been, and then received him handsomely, svowing that
"fellowship with Noyes was the condition of fellowship with him. "
But behold ! Now the wind has changed again. My credit is down
again, and again Cook ig writing in all directions against me.

Cook has had wit enough to keep at the head of the current of
the times, but he has never really accounplished anything eithef
for himself or anybody else. He has not the generalship or courage
of a true soldier, bﬁt only of a bully. Bragging is his strength,
and bragging will not answer in this war. Defeat is before hin.

He has written to J. R. Miller at Putney that I amn "unhorsed"
ete. I have written that, as he has been my horse for the last
year or two and has now flung up his heels in a fright at communism
of love, I may adnit that I have been "unhorsed” in a certain sense,
But it has been my luck, as usual, to find a better horse ready,
and the battla goes well.

In the battle on Lake Erie Comnmnodore Perry's flagahip wa3 30
battered by the enemnies' shot that it becamne an ununanageable wreck.

In the midst of the fight he left it in a bost, took the command of
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another ship. sailed up through the enemie3' line delivering an
effectual broadside right and left, and so secured the vietory.
Cook, I suppose, would say that Perry was a coward in leaving his
gship !

The little band here is purgine itself of mischief-makers,
and learning the value of peace. 50d's care over us is manifeat.
I think by the first of March, when my wife and Cragin with his
family are to cone, we shall be in condition to receive thea into
a quiet and happy home. We look with pleasure for the addition of
yourself and fanily. God bless you and direct you in all thinegs.

Yours faithfully,

JOHN H. NOYES.

Noyes to John Haile.

Oneida, February 22, 1848,
Bro. Haile:-
In fulfillmnent of my proaise to write you I will give
you a gketch of ocoufrences since you left, and (23 we used to
say in revival times) "close with a few renarks.”
Bro. Foot, who was here when you went, 3aid that his exper-
iehce in reeard to coning here was this: He was under pressure
and darkness sll the week previous, and at length when he turned
his face this way he was "let up,” and on the road hither was
wonderfully "blessed."” Yet he went away without any decisive union
with me, sticking as heretofore 3¥n noncomnittalisn in regard to
the agitating subject. Corwin cane with eyes partly blinded by
Cook's snoke, heard me, assented to almost all I s3a2id, but objected

to the practical part of my position, went away to Foot's virtually

though not formally rejecting me, and has been there ever since.
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Hatceh and his wife went with hin. Soon after thiz a letter cane
from New York (sent by Cragin) which Corwin wrote me about s

month ago. It is full of expressions of confidence and sympathy
without a word of docubt or censure. The following are specinens of
its drift:

It ia d4ifficult to comprehend how it is that brethren who
have been in the field from the beginning, who have had a1l your
writings, and have borne the reproach of Perfectionism, do not more
readily coaprehend your position: how it is that such brethren are
hesitating, are doubting, are unbelieving, nay more, are absolutely
opposed to the genius of the gospel touching the unity of believ-
ers, the gathering of the true church in the resurrection state...
In an3wer to 2 letter (sent to Putney ) I have Jjust received a very
interesting and satisfactory reply dated January 22nd froa J. L.
Skinner and Harriet A. Noyes, and notwithstanding sall the reproach
that is heaped upon you by a wicked world through the instieation
of a 3till more wicked church, I find my heart irresistibly loving
you more and more, a‘fact which sometimes ay outward senses are
backward to confess."

Such wss Corwin's position up to the lstest date previous to
his coning here. It is now, I think, quite different. Time will
determine.

On Sunday while Corwin, Hatch, Foot and their wives were in
hot debate about the adninistration here, young Seymnour from Lairda-
ville came to examine me. He was rsather "porcupiny” at first, but
soon becamne respectful, and finally 12id down his weapons and sur-
rendered at discretion. He let us into the secrets of the conelave
at Lairdsville: said that the brethren there supposed he camne to

gpy out our nakedness, and he knew not what they would say if hé cane
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back otherwise than full of wrath at ne. He disclosed the fact
that Hatceh was talking bitterly against me, which I put side by
side with the fact that Hatch has not made 3 conplaint against
me to my face but on the sontrary has plastered me with flattery

for the past ten years, and especially the 1ast three weeksa. He
has constantly professed to regard me a3 the only man that could

be depended on as faithful to the truth, and the only nan that
could help him out of his difficulties; and he went away without

intimating anything to the contrary of this profession. But you
recollect he had a terrible crazy fit Sunday evenine before you
left. That was brought on by Burt's simply offering to becone
responsible for his debts. He took this as a bribe and an insult.
He is the 1ast man that ought to be "touchy" on such matters, for
he ha3 been hanging on everybody and anybody for support and
dunnine the saints all over the landAfor help to pay his debts
for the 133t ten years to my knowledge. But so it was that he

was enraged, and in his fury he abusel Ackley, his best friend,

threatened to dromn himself. declared that he cared nothing for
nod and had a3 lief be damned as not, ani swore that he would put
his spear into the tallest arch-angel in heaven if he dared to
touch his wife. The blaaphemnous spirit that thué tore hin has
carried him away (Corwin helping), and the remnaining part of the
Beave; Meadow conpany are heartily glad to be relieved of hin.
Ackley has given hin up.

Those that now remnain here are of the quiet, steady sort, and
wé have gobd times, scting unanimously, edifyine one another, fear-
ing nothing, asking no favors of men, not anxious for custoéners,
ready to show our spiritual goods and impart to those who call. We
have cheering news freaquently froa Putney. My wife and the Cragins

are coning to settle here on the first of March. Baker and probably



strength of this promise i expressed myself sstisfied to let

the matter rest: but as he left Putney in three or four days
unexpectedly, and I left the day following, I have had to wait
for the fulfillment of his pronise until teo weeksa 3ince, when
he arrived here. The next day I reainded hin of his promise,
when to my surprise he positively refused under the plea that

I had expressed my3elf satiafied at Putney. I reminded him that
we had had no conversation on that subject since he made me

the pronise, but that availed nothing. He then demanded to know
if T would surrender my choice, Jjudgment ani will to him, and
obey him even in opposition to rerelations froa God. I told him,
23 I had told him in Putney, that I would see hin damned first,
ani then I would not: that I had always meant, and still meant
to obey J0od rather than man. He said if I 4id not accede to
those terms he would bresk with me, and he 4id so. He went up
to Burt's,and I have not seen him since...

He claims to be chief because he has the longest sword,
and the sword represents truth; that generally he can convince
his followers of the expediency of his measures, but as con-
mander-in-chief he must be allowed in cases of emergency to
issue orders that may appear for the time being unsafe and un-
reasonable. This is the theory he has heli out to me for eight
years. But after the strictest observetion for three weeks at
Putney I am compelled to say that his governnent is an exhibi-
tion of the most absolute specimnen of despotism I ever 3aw. The
menbers are under his control in the most sbsolute sense in
natters of the least a3 well as moat conszenuence. I do not think

they feel the least right of control over their property, persons,
tine, their wives, choice, jﬁdgment, will or affections.
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I heard them express not a 3olitary opinion in his presence until
they heard his first, ani then 2ll gave in the same opinion.
He treats counsel with contempt, and eriticism as mutiny and treasoh,
and a1l such intruders are placed under the ban of the community.
And although I say it with pain and regret, yet truth compels me to
say that, notwithstandine the exalted opinion I have of the privi-
leges and sdvantages of Association, if I can have access to then
only through worse than southern slavery, then I will face isolation
with all its evils.

But, you may inguire, i3 not the happiness of the Connunity
the effect of the governnent ? I think not, but the result of
Association and that its privileges nake them happy in spite of
a bad govermment.

If Bro. Noyes wa3 inspired on all occasions, I would say,
concede to his claim of dietating on all occasions. 3But this he
does not pretend.

Yet do not under3atand me a3 despairing of Association. I
believe this order of exiatence is deatined to supersede and con-
trol all other social and political orders.' Nor 40 I wish to be
unierstood a3 condemnning Bro. Noyes as a tyrant or hypocrite. I
accuse him of no such thing. I regardi him, as I have always done,
a3 the best exponent of the cardinal doctrines of our faith, and

chief a3 well as honored agent in their jevelopment. I think

he has sacrificed more than any other one for the cause of truth.

I have the sane aympathy for Bro. Noyes and the Putney Association
in their dispersion and trials that I ever had. I simply believe
that he has committed an error in the matter of leadership of such

a 3erious nature that I for one cannot subnit to it.
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CHAPTER II.

SETTLEMENT OF PUTNEY LAWSUITS.

The Case of Noyes's Bonds.

Noyes wes arrested October 26, 1847, on a charge of adultery,
and was bound over for trial before the County Court in Avonril 1848.
John R. Miller furnished $2000 bail, and Noyes was released. The
case came up for trial on May 5, 1849.

State's Attorney ¥irkland opened the argument as follows:

"The defendant has been indieted for two of the worst crimes
knowmn to the law. The proof was a3 clear anl positive as in any
case I ever knew. The witnesses were all his friends and disciples,
who beldeve him to be the beloved son of God. He sets himself up
to be a religious teacher and leader, to have a purer doctrine than
was ever taught before, the doetrine of perfect holiness. He even
believes that the Kingdom of God has comne, and that they belong to
that ¥ingdom. He is s man of wealth, talents and education, and

therefore has an unusual influence. If he was a poor man, instesd
of being at the head of a harem in the State of New York he would be

at Windsor hewing stone where he ought to be. If there is any case
in which the full amnount of the bonds ought to be exacted, it seems

to me that this is the one. I go for the bonds and the whole bonds."
YMr. Willism C. Bradley, attorney for the defense, offered to

read affidavite from the Grand Jurors showing that there was no proof
before them that would convict. But Judee Kellogg refused to hear

- anything from the Grand Jury room. "As Mr. Noyes does not appear

for trial,"” said he, " I shall consider him guilty. If you have any-
thing to say why the bonds should be cut down undér these circun-
gtances, we will hear it." |

Mr. Bradley: " The defendant becamne a nember of the theologiecal



schools at Andover and New Haven at the very time when the dis-
cussion was going‘on between Dr. Taylor and Dr. Tyler, which re-

gulted in the division of the chureh into the 0ld school and the
new school. There was great excitement. The doctrine c¢f Perfection
was freely discussed....The defendant turned his sttention to the
Bible ani found there the doctrines which he then embraced. The
fact that he has adhered to these principles at all times and under
all circumstances, at whatever cost and sacrifice, it seemns to ne
will convinece the Court that he is honest and sincere. It i3 true
that his principles are somnewhat antinomian....

"It is not true that fhe defendant ahsconded. He went away
openly and manfully, by the advice of his friends, in accordance
with the wishes of his enemies, and took his vroselytes with hinm.

I visited Putney soon after, and found that the trouble was prin-
¢ipally a religious ewnitemnent, together with a 1little 2ommercial
Jealousy....

"Mr. Noyes married, I trust, into s respectable famnily, ani
receivel with his wife a considersble sum of money. Before he left
I requested him to put something in trust for his wife and ehil]d,

2 fine little boy of nine years, in case they should ever come to
want. He was verfectly %illing to do 30, and I now hold the bond.

"He took with him his personal property, and if you exact the
bonds, you will either be obliged to collect them of Mr. Miller,
his brother-in-law, which will entirely ruin his business, or take
it out of the portion left to his wife and child. It avopears to me
that in either case it can do no good. We hope that the Court will
take all these circuunstances into consideration, and be ag favor-

able as vossible. "



The decision of the Court was, that the bonds should be cut
down from $2000 to $1000. " got home, "™ writes Miller, "about
11 o'clock Saturday evening, glad to find sympathy and fellowship.

I never felt more comnpletely used up. "

THE HALL AND BAXER SUITS.

On December 13, 1847, Gates Perry, Deputy Sherriff, called
with two writs against Noyes of $3000 each in favor of Daniel J.
Hall 'and Luke Baker. He put an attachment on the real estsate,
and undertook to attach the store but gave thet up. During the en-
suing month Mr. Hall made a new bid for the Cdnmunity's confidence;

read The Berean, and liked it much; even free love, he gaid, looked

beautiful to him. In April 1848 he publicly withdrew his suit.

JOHN R. MILLER TO NOYES, AUGUST 10, 1848.

I have just closed my negotiations with Mr. Baker. He will
settle for $300, paid to him, to be held in trust for the benefit
of the girls ani theii heirs. T told hin thst I was perfectly
ggtisfied with this proposal, and I was confident that you would be.
He said he thought we ought to do something about his costs, ani
nake Mrs. Baker a small present. I t6ld him that I should nake no
such conditions, but he would find that we should deal generously
and honorably with ﬁim. He has conducted hinself like a gentleman,
1f not a Christian, through this whole negotistion. We all have
the kindest feelings toward hia. Just as I was leavine him he
gaid: "I want you shoulil do what you can to make ay fanily think

well of me, and I want you ®hould all think well of me, and I shall

of you. "

August 13.- I think we sre getting along well. wWe have

settled $5000 of our lawsuits by eiving $300 to our own Society.
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NOYES TO JOHN B, MILLER.

- August 16, 1848.

I am satisfied with your arrangemnent with Mr. Baker, though
it ought to be distinetly understood that it is an indulgence to
his worldly views and feelings, ani not the reparation of any wrong
which I have done him or his famnily, for I have done themn nothing
but good, and the injury is altogether on his side. I hope he will
continue to soften and yield till he sees that he is my debtor.
If he does, I shall have none but friendly feelings toward him, and
shall use my influence to make his family think well of him.

As to Mr. Lamb's case, I have no very clear judgmnent about
the amount we should pay rather than quarrel at law. If it goes
before honest arbitrators, I an willine to pay whatever they say.
And I would not object to paying $50. or even $100, without an
arbitration. Do what you think best, and I shall be satisfied.
Our policy is to eive the enemy a bridee of money, over which to
make a decent retreat. We can afford it, as we are "operating for
a rise" in Perfectionist stock, and have plenty of signs that our
calculgtions are sound. The 011 World is certainly going to de-
struetion just at the time when we have received orders to begin
the introduction of the new Heavens and the new Earth. Our con-
stituents all over the country meet us with new devotion of heart
and property just at the time when our private resources are em-
barrassed.

Tell Mother and Mrs. Canpbell that they will find my specu-

lations, as heretofore, safe as well as bold.

ISRAEL KEYES' GUARDIANSHIP SUIT ASAINST MRS. COBB: A MEMBER OF

THE PUTNEY COMMUNITY.
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John R. Miller to the Oneida Association.

March 28, 1849.- W. C. Bradley 3aid, notwithstanding Mrs.
Cobb had received the money on her notes, if Keyes had previously
left a copy of his proceedings at the town clerk's office, all
transactions afterward would be good for nothing. I went to the
town clerk's office and found that the paper was left there after
the money had all been paid. We supposed everybody knew that Mrs.
Cobb lived with us, but Mr. Wheat, the constable, went to three
other places first. When at last he cane to our house, Mr3. Cobb
had gone out and Charlotte didvnot know where. He found her just
in time to make the service before sundown, but had not time to
make his return to the town clerk's office that night.

April 6, 1849.- Yesterdsy was a great day for Putney. Our
vietory o?er the enemy was complete. I never saw anyone so used up
as Keyes. He found that if the case came to trial yesterdsy he
should be defeated, ani to get out of the scrape he pleaded for a
continuance, like a man pleading for his life. 3But he could not
give one good reason. His main argument was, that somne great wrong
had been comnmitted by Miller or some one elsé in putting the money
where they could not find it. HMr. Brsdley told then, if they wanted
a continuance to fimd the money, he would tell them now where it was
it was all in Mrs. Cobb's pocket, and if they 41d not believe it,
he would prove it. Mr. Keyes said: "It my be there today, it mnay
be in Miller's pocket tomorrow, and next dsy somewhere else."

After the Judege had decided that they could not have s eontin-
uance, not a word was spoken for five minutes. At last Mr. Fimball
8aid: ""Well, Mr. Keyes, what are you going to do 2" Xeyes:

"I suppose the Judge understands what T an going to do." Judge:
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"No, I don't understand.” Keyes: "Well, I ---hm-- I-shsll--hmn--
withdraw my‘suit." Judge: "Well, there is nothing more to be done.”
Our trust was in God, to whon all the glory.
Yours in love,
J. R. MILLER.
RUSSELL LAMB'S SUIT AGAINST JOHN H. NOYES, GEORGE W. NOYES. AND
JOHN R. MILLER " for enticing away Lamb's daughter Lucinda to the
gerious injury and expense of her father.” The suit was entered
in January 1848 before Judge 0. L. Shafter as Referee, snd the case

came to trial in January 1850.

Januaty 17, 1850. John R. Miller to the ONEIDA COIMMUNITY.

The Court was in sezsion two days. The house was crowded.
Meny were present from all the surrounding towns. The Sheriff was
in attendance the whole two days to keep order. Though compelled

~to meet all the wrath of our enemnies I had the same vietorious and
cheerful spirit with which I left Oneida. I think I showed the
whole town that I was not ashaned of the truth.

Mr. Bradley spoke two and a half hours, and his sreuments
were entirely satisfaptory. He freely owned our practices, and
then justified then.

Though Mr. Walker in his closing plea 3aid everything that
couldrbe said segainst me, calling me a devil of the blackest char-
acter, I sat by his side and took notes of his remarks ¢oolly and
quietly, and with less unpleasant feelings than I have often had

in reporting our Oneida critiecisnms.

. L, G, MEAD TO J. R. MILLER. January 25, 1850.

Judge Shafter went to sit as referee in another case at Vernon

Vermont .
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He carried the Book® with him, and as often as he had any leisure
was seen to read it, till he read it attentively through. He was
then heard to say, "Very original and profound, but has very little
to do with the case at Putney.” 014 Mr. Bradley thinks he will not
give one cent damsges. Dorr thinks he may eive slikht damagés for
the abduction from Metecalf's on the 12th.

We all s gree in one thing: '"Twas well it was not compronised.
The trial places you all in a much better light than public opinion
would have accorded you had it been settled. The multiture would
have been ready to imagine thines which Laab, his counsel snd will-
ing witnesses could not make appear. And John will probably consider
the wideapread of his opinions worth at least the expense of the trial.
I think no man should be indieted hereafter for circulating a book
which Lamb's counsel took so much pains'to bring before the publie.

Love to all,
L. G. MEAD.

On the facts brought before the Courf Mr. 0. L. Shafter, the
Referee, found that the defendants were'guilty in manner and form
a3 the plaintiff hath alleged, and found for the plaintiff to re-

cover of the defendants the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00)
and his costs. Plaintiff's costs $41.21."

IND ICTMENT OF JOHN R. MILLER FOR CIRCUIATING THE FIRST ANRUAL REFORT.

In the sprine of 1849 it became known that the Rev. Hubba rd
Eastman, the Methodist mninister at Putney, was engaged on a book

to be entitled Noyesism Unveiled. At the same time Noyes was busily

Preparing the Pirst Annusl Report of the Oneida Association "exhibit

* First Annual Report of the Oneids Community.




,26,
ing its history, principles and transactions to Jan. 1, 1849."
AS these rival books approached completion there was some jockeying
for position between Eastnan and Noyes. Eastman's book was com-
rleted in May 1849, but was not put into eireulation until about
the 15th of June. Noyes's book was printed on April 3rd 1849, and
on the 15th Mr. Cragin placed copies in the hands of Horace Greeley
and a helf-dozen other prominent persons in New York City. The
Court that was to try the case of Noyea's bonds was in sesszion.
Noyes said to his sister Harriet, that he would like to have Mr.
Miller circulate the Report after the Court andl a little ahead of
Eagstmnan. If it should comne out just after Eastnan had got his

book too far forward to change, he would like that well.

JOHN R. MILLER TO NOYES.

May 7, 1849.

I told Mr. Bradley your views about putting the Report in
eirculation. He said: " I think this Report had better not be put
in circulation. At any rate Eastman's book ought to come out first
When that comes out I think that I, being a worldly man, can write
gomething that will take better with public than a theolosical
work from Mr. Noyes. I will consult Mr. Mead and 3ee whatmcan be
done. Mr. Eastman may be so careless as to say thines he cannot
prove. If so, we had better pounce upon him. Our policy is to
keep quigt, and see what the enemy can do first.

"Since I got hold of the doctrine I 40 not believe there is
80 much concupiscence in that whole body as there is in an equal

number in respectable society in the worli. There is a great stime

ulus taken off that raises the devil with the rest of the world.
I told Mead ani Horatio so." |

Mr. Mead ssaid: I cannot See as it will do any good to make
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the Report any more public at present. On the whole I think Mr.
Bradley's opinion is correct.”

I thought I would write you just what they said, and perhsyps
youwould think best to let it rest a while. We shall follow your
advice about it.

I never felt the pressure of the worldly spirit worse than I
have for a week past. It seems almost impossible to live under it.
I have had a tremendous strugegle in my own heart, caused on the one
hand by dread of further disclosures that would create another war
against us, and on the other a firm determination to stand my grounc%
defend the truth, and do the will of God at the sacrifice of every-

thing else. My prayer is that I may aet wisely before God.

JOHN R. MILLER TO THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY.

January 8, 1850.
Was I not at Oneida called a reapectable man, aecent at lLeas3t?
I thought so. But here in Putney, where I once had s nsne and stand-
ing with the rest of’mankin&; I an arrested like a comnmon pickpocket.
While I was gone this afternoon Gates Perry, the fat Shertff fron
Saxton's Village, cane to Putney to arrest me on an indietnent for

circulating the First Annusl Report of the Oneids Assoeiation,. not-

withstanding the State's Attorney had agreed to do nothing about it
till we all met at Putney on the 15th of January. Perry went ime-
~diately to Mr. Barton's without stopping to hear the gtorieg of

Isreal Jéyes & Co. As I was passing by about five o'eloek with Mr,
Barton, he came out and 8aid he had g Precept for ny arrest with

orders to carry me to Jail. "Well," gaid I, "I an ready: al1 T ask

i1s that you will do your duty without givine me umrecessary trouble,"
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He saiil he supposed that he must earry me to Newfane Jjail, but if

I wished to go to Brattleboro and see Mr. Mead first, he would ecarry
me that way. I then invited him to take tea with me at Mr. Lord's.
We had a pleasant chat at the table, and at half-past five started
for Brattleboro in a snow storm. I talked freely with him, and
before we arrived he becsme very much interesated. He said he would
be glad to read the Report, and assured me on the honor of a esentle-
man, that if 1 would give him one he would make ﬁo uze of it to
injure me. I replied that I would yive hin a copy if i could do 3o
with safety. At Mr. Mesd's office we found thst it was not neces-
gary to go to Newfane: all that the law required was that T go be-
fore one of the Judges of the County Court and give bsil for uy
appearance at the April Court. Perry promnised to send for Judege
Clark of Brattleboro, but Mr. Mead said that Judge Arnold of London-
derry was stopping at Lord's Tavern, and he would call him in.

When the Judge cane in, the door was locked snd Mr. Mead told him
what the business was; that it was got up by Lamb to have an affect
on his suit; that if the book was what it was said to be, 2 licen-
tious book, the best way was to make the bail so low that we would
pay it without trial. He said he was willine to give any bail the
Judge thought proper, but would suggest the propriety of calling it
$50.00. The Judee said he had been thinking of $100.00. Mr. Mead
objéeted that this would bring the whole subject before the Court,
which did not seem to be necessary. The Judge said he wanted to

do his duty, and asked the Sheriff, who is a man of s good deal

of influence in the County, what he thought of it. ™ I think it is
dsmned small business," said the Sheriff, "and I would take the
$50.00." The Judge: "So do I think it is smell business, and I

shall do it. Make out your papers.” The Judge got quite inter-
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ested, and said: "Just between us, I would not pay the $50.00, but
bring it before the Court.”

The business being done, I thanked the Judge and Sheriff
for their gentlemanly treatment. The Sheriff asked me to ride up
with him in the morning to Putney, and said with a laugh that he
would leave me where he found me.

As soon 83 the Judge and Sheriff had left the office, Mr.
Mead jumped up, snapped his fingers and said: "I guess John will
think that God has.had a hand in this,” and we both hai a hearty
laugh. Strange as it may seem, I enjoyed the whole affair highly.
I saw so plainly the hand of God in arranging the minutest circun-

stances, that it gave me the greatest confidence in our suécess.

Judge Arnold was the very man of all others in Windhan
County to help in this business. He was one of the Judges who
decided on the anount of bonds in the criminal suit, and was in
favor of putting them lower than either of the others. He lives
thirty oq%orty miles from Brattleboro, and probably does not go
there once a yeér, but God saw that his presence was necessary
and sent him there Jjust at the right time. Again, we got there
just at the rieht monent. He was there to sttend a Court, and
was going to Vernon to a ball in the evening. We arrived in
Brattleboro just after he gdf'through with his Court and just
before he startedi for the ball.

After we all got together in Mr. Mead's office and locked
the door, I sgon saw that I had the right company, and I felt as
free and light hearted as I ever 4id 4in my life. The Judge said:
"Well, I suppose we can talk this matter over freely amongst our-

selves." "Yes," sgid Mr. Mead, "let us make a kind of famnily
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meeting of it."” The Judge wanted me to give a brief history
of the affair, I asked the Sheriff to do it, saying, "as you
are not interesated, he“wili bé 5ore likely to béiieve you."
"I'1l believe your story,” said the Judge. Mr. Mesd and I then
gave our account, and I can assure you we got up a real indigna-
tion meeting againat Isreel Keyea, Lamb and our Putney enemnies, in
which the Judge and Sheriff Joined most heartily.

Mr. Mead told the Judge that we were not anxious to get rid of
the indictment, that we thought the Report was God's truth,sand would
take pride in having it ably argued before Windhan Gounty Court.

April 5, 1850.
JOHN R. MILLER TO THE ONEIDA COMIUNITY.

I called on Bradley, Sheafe and Kellogg, all of whom thought
it best to settle the indictmnent case for circulating the Report.
Mr. Kellozg, the State's Attorney, said he wanted to consider the
case further, 3:but that he would promise to settle with our attor-
ney on advantageous terms. Mr. Sheafe said he told Professor Agassiz
that he had a book in his possession which had caused s great deal
of ezcitenent in this State, and would like to have him exauine it.
Agassiz causht hold of it with both hands, and after readine it for
gome time in silence exclaimed: "Mr. Sheafe, this book is invalu-
able to me. It is the very thing I want. I have been studying
this subject for years. You could not hsve presented me with any-
thine so acceptable."” Mr. Sheafe also gave one to Mr. Gould, a dis-
tinguished physician of Boston,and sent one to the Governor of
Vermont.
Apf&l 27, 1850.

Mr. Mead pleaded guilty for Mr. Miller on the charge of cir-

lating three copies of the First Anmual Report of the Oneids

As3ociation: and the Court, after reading sn& considerine fhe
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book and hearineg the argument, assessed a fine of $15.00 and

costs of $33.99. Mr. Mead paid $49.00, armd the case was dis-

charged.



CHAPTER III.

LIFE IN THE ASSOCIATION.
Jan. 1849 to Feb. 1850.

The first three and a half year3s at Oneida were years of

strenuous endeavor "getting started.” Outlying groups of Ter-
fectionists were invited to join, and the mnemnbership, which was
87 at the end of the first year, rose to 172 at the end of the
second, and 205 at the end of the third. A rough and ready or-
ganization was formed. Lands were purchased and cleared, dwell-
ings were erected, comunal housekeeping begun. The first-com-
ers were temporarily accomnmnodsted in a rude log hut built by
the Indians. A daily evening meeting was established for the
religious and social connunion of the faxaily circle, and later
a Sunday meeting to which the public was invited. The chiliren
and the few adults who joined in an irreligious state were con-
verted. The fundamnental principles of the new social order
were taught. Provision was made for the care of children in
the "Childiren's House." ZEducation was organized, mutusl crit-
icism comenced. A beginning was made of various induetries
needed in s new country, farming, a saw and grist mill, store,

ghoeshop, blacksmith-shop. Branch Communities were formed at

?rooklyn and Manlius in New York State, at Canbridee in North-
égn Vermont, and at Wallingford, Comnecticut, besides main-
tainine the original stand at Putney, Vernont. A few menbers
not adapted to communism were sent away or allowed to withdraw

after a sufficient trial. Athletic sports and anusemnents were

3



encouraged, and much attention was given to providing the best
conditions for health. Short dresses and bobbed hair were

gdopted by the women. The o0ld law-suits, that hung over from
the Putney persecution, were cleareil away; the most important
one was voluntarily withdrawn in consequence of the complain-

ant being converted ani joining the Comnunity.

In the midst of nmultitudinous resaponsibilities the public
was kept informed of the teaghings anl progress of the Commun-
ity by the publication of a free bi-weekly paper, three annusl
reports, and a specisal exposition of the social theory entitled

"The Bible Argument.” There was s momentary flare-up of hog-

tility on the part of one neighborine famnily, the Hubbards, at

the time "The Bible Argunent" was published, but in the nain

the surrounding population were tolerant anl friendly. At the
end of this preliningry period the members were 3easoned Commu-

nists, homoseneous, coupactly organized, equi

. - Sy M 19 ) { d With ne df 1
religious and uippe edliu
neizhbors. Social ordinances, respected and loved by their

FRINCIPLES OF THE ASSOCIATION.

Jan. 1, 1849.

1. Religious principle, or more Specifically the principle

of perfect holiness 28 presented in the publications of the

New Haven ani Putney schools of Perfectionists is the basis of

the Associstion.

2. 1In accorisnce with the sentiment of the first Resolu

tion of G i i
the Genos Convention this Association as g branch of

the Kinedom of o4 enbraces and provides for all interests of

its members, religious, political, socisl and physiecal In
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other words it is at once s church, a state, a family and
a business association. Of course it excludes from union
with other associations.

3. The Associmtion has not thus far resorted td con-
gtitutions and written compacts or rules for the regulation
of its members. In the place of these it relies on inspira-
tion, the care and adnonition of those who approve themselves
qualified to be overseers, and free criticism. These have
been found sufficient.

4. MThe officers of the Association are not chosen by
vote, but are ascertainel and recognized a3 chosen by God.
They come into their places by nmanifeating their qualifications.
Under thiz principle sone offices have airea&y been filled,
thoueh the organization of the Aasociation is yet far from
complete. J. H. Noyes is recoznized as President: G. Cragin

as Vice-President and general Business Agent: J. Burt and

E. H. Hanilton as. principal @ounsellors, etc.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION.

Jan. 1, 1849.

As in regard to rules and officers, 30 in regard to the
admission of members, the Association relies on the inspiration
and providence of God more than on written regulations for its
guidance and protection.

At a full neeting of the Association on the 28th of Dec-
enber 1848 the following principle was unaninously adopted:

On the adnission of any member all property belonging to
hin or her becomes the property of the A3sociation. A record
of the estinatel amount of it m1ay be kept, ani in case of the
subsequent withdrawal of the member the Association, sccording to
its practice heretofore, may refuni the property or an equiva-
lent amount. This practice, however, stands on the ground not
of obligation, but of expediency and liberality, and the time
and menner of refunding aust be trusted to the discretion of the

Association. While a person remains a member his subsistence
and education in the Association are held to be Jjust eauivalents

for his labor, and no accounts are kept between hin and the

Association, and no claim of wages accrues to hin in case of

subsequent withdrawal.

Recorded by order §£ngqwga§gqiaﬁ;gésDecember 31, 1848, by
John H. Noyes, and signed by 91 members of the Association.

ORDER OF EKERCISES.

On Monday evening, January 6th, 1849, the following plan for

evening meetings was proposed and accepted: At 6 o'clock the

Associstiop i3 called together by the ringing of the bell.
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An alphabetical ¥oll of the uenbers 1is called over for the

ﬁarpose of givine each an opportunity to offer any criticisa,
suggestion of inprovenent, business oroposal, or testimony of
experience. At each peeting also a quesation is proposed to be
anawered in writineg, the anawers to be handed to the resder and
read at the succeeding meeting. These are the 3tanding gregar-
jous exercises of every evening of the week.

On Tuesday evening, Jan. 7th, 1849, a Conmittee was appoint-
ed to digest and propose a plan for the disposal of that part of

the evening which remains after the gregarious exercises. They

broucht in the following schedule of arrangenents:

Monday evening Reading and Report of KNewspapers.
Tuesday LA Lecture on the Social Theory
Wednesday " Phonography

Thursday " ilmsic, voeal and instrumental
Friday " Dancing

Saturday " Resding Perfectionist Publications
Sunday "o Bible-clasa.

These arrangenents, with the usual neeting at 1 P. M. on

Sunday, complete our order of exerciges for the present.

MUTUAL CRITICISM.

It has been the practice of the Association both at Putney
and at Oneida to devote the evening meetings from time to time
to criticism of individual character. The process was this:
A per3on would offer'himself for criticism. At the next meeting
the conductor of the exerzisesa would eall on each uenber present
to expreas freely his or her Viéws of the character under conaid-

eration. The nunber of members becane so great in the latter



part of 1848 that it was found necessary to change the procedure.
Instead of subjecting candidates to the scrutiny of the entire
83senbly, the Association appointed four of the most apiritusl

and discerning critics, who were first criticised by J. H. Noyes,
and then in the course of three weeks criticised every menber.

G. Crggin, S. R. Leonard, H. A. Noyes and H. H. Skinner were the
critics selected. They devoted several hours each day to the work.
They consulted first with each other and with those beat acquainted
with the candidate, Then they called him or her before them, opened
his faults, 2nd mve such counsel as the case might demsnd. They

closed their labors on the 12th of January.

BEarly in January 1849 the following note acconpanying the
gift of a cigar was sent to Noyes:
"Our love to the man who led us to God."
H. M. Waters
L. F. Dunn.

F. Hyde.
A. Burt.

Noyes's answer, adireased to " The South Sarret Lodge of
Free and Accepted Lovers," was as follows:
"Gentlemen:- Accept my thanks for the fragrant present you

sent to 71e last evening, and especially for the expresaion of

foectian contained in the envelope. In order that the incense of
your offering may te disposed of appropriately ani for our common
benefit, I shall smoke the segar in the society of Miss Julia Dunn,
our comaon sweetheart; Pernit me to say that your united note is
very gratifying to me, not only as an expression of love toward
myself, but as a token of harmony among yourselves. On 3eeing

your naues together and thinkineg of you as a brotherly band I found



new love toward you all springing up in my heart.

Gentlemen, if I may be sllowed to number ayself among
you and offer a suggestion for our common inprovenent, I propose
that we young men naintain our freedom froa the favoritism in
which many of our married brethren are entangled, and study to
be liberal snd diffusive in our love and attention to the other
sex. Let it be our anbition to hasten the grand consummnation
of the courtship which is coine on in this Association between
all the men as one man and all the women as one wonan. To this
end let us consider whether we nay not do good, get good, and feel
good by drawing nearer than we have to certain worthy young ladies
whose charms have not yet been fully appreciated, such as L.B.R.
‘and N. Let us also be heroes in love, and train our hearts to
scale the heights above us as well as to ehjoy the besuties of
our o'm level.

With much respect and affection,

Yours truly, JOHN H. NOYES.

CHAPTER IV.
ONEIDA JOURNAL.

February 6, 1849.- Francis Hyde, Leonard Dunn and Julia
Dunn called early this morning to inform Mrs. Dunn of their in-
tention to leave. The winds have blown, armd the floods have
beaten upon our house, but it fell not, for it was founded upon

a rock.
Mrs. Dunn stood her ground nobly. She forbade Mr. Hyde to

take Julia away. He said he 3should not urge her, but if she wish-
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ed to go she could. Julia said she 4id not care what her mother
wanted: she would 2o if he went, and if he went to hell she would
go with him. Mra. Dunn exhorted Mr. Hyde to leave her children
alone, and Leonard to leave him and look to God. We all gave
our testimony on the side of truth. Leonard said with deep
feeling, all he wanted was to know the truth. May we be able to
clear ourselves of every obstruction, and open our hesarts to the

continual inspiration of Heaven !

2 P. M. The tesm has been standing at the door of the new

house for the last two hours for the purpose of conveying them
away if they chose to go. But to our great joy we now see it
coning this way, and by Henry's animated look ani the victorious
wave of his whip I judee things have taken a favorable turn.
. Henry has cone in and eiven us soune account of the state of things
at the other house. All nave Vielded after a severe struggle

with self-will and the principalities of tue lowap WOorld.---

Now comesa in wr. Hy;e: Says he thinks we shall gll g0 when he

does. Next comes in Mr. Burt ani informs us that Mr. Hyde and

Julia, Leonard Dunn and Sarsh Kinsley are to bve narried thig

evening, mneet MNr. Cragin and return hone with him. Stirrine times

th : '
thege But I can honestly 8ay, that I never felt 5 more quiet

and confidine faith in God than to-day. We have launched within

hours sone distance out of 8ight of land.
9 P. M.~

a few

Have been up to the Mansion House. All was jquiet
and peaceful. Mr. :
Noyes lookei like 8 young nan. He ssig he

could not see why this was not g Perfect vietory

. I had an inter-
esting interview with Mrs.

Cragin, by which 1 a8 nuch refresheq.

2¢



How much do I prize her ! #od has restored an hundred fold

to us that have surreniered father, nother, and.all.

Feb. 6, 1849.- Mrs Dunn has returned in all the vigor

of youth, and has given us an amuling acczount of their ex-
ploits last evening ( the marriage of Francis Hyde and Julia
Dunn, slso Leonard Dunn ani Sarah ¥insley. ) About nine o'
eclock in the evening we had an oyster supper with wedding cake,
afterward a dance. Then the conpany dispersed to their severf‘

al roomns.

Feb. 8, 1849.- Mr. amd Mrs. Hyde sent in their written

testimony retracting everything they had 3aid or done in oppo-
sition to Mr. Noyea, asking the forgiveness of the Assqciation

for the trouble they had caused, desiring to be restored to
their favor, and expreasing the most unbounded confidence in

Mr. Noyes and Mr. Cragin. Mr. Noyes gaid he thought this

ghouli be satisfactory to us all. Here was a ca3e where we
should avpply Paul's rule: " If any man be overtaken in a fault,
ye which are spiritual restore such an one in the 3pirit of
meekness, considerine thyself lest thou also be teapted.” It

was a very delicate thine to restore a wounded conszience. The
iifficulty lay rot in our forgiving them, but in their forgiv-
inge themselves. " I could cry very éasily now," said he; " I
am unspeakably desirous that tﬁey should escape the snare of )

the Deviif" Many expressed the most tender love for them, and

I doubt not all received them into their hearts as never before.

February 12, 1849.-" Messars. Nbyes and Cragin left Oneida

and, after visiting Boston and. Cape €od,.went to New York City



and took lodgings. Mr. Noye3's principal reason for leaving

hone was to 3ecure 3 juiet place where ne night give himself

to the task of preparing for the press the First Annual Report

of the Oneiia Association with the Bible Argunent Defining the

Relstions of the Sexes in tne Kingdom of Heaven. There wa3

congiderable densnd for the "Bible Argument” in consequence

of evil reports, and Mr. Hubbard, father to one of our menbers,

tozether with his son were somewhat excited. Mr. Noye3s's ab-
sense had the effect of quelling the excitement againat the
Association, and on his return in April he found the Hubbard

family quiet ani friendly.

MARY E. CRAGIN TO SEORGE CRAGIN.

February 13, 1849.

In five ninutes from the time of your starting, the house
was electrified by the intelligence. Some hearts quivered ani
voices treunbled, but on the whole it was received with nuch

presence of mind. The bell aunmoned us to roll-call at the

usual timne, and when Mr. Burt made an official announcenent

all hearts were prepsred to arpreciate the reasons and rejoice.

We had a very quiet neeting. One jegsire pervades every breast,

to behave 30 well that wve shall be a2 credit to our Comaander.
Mr. Burnham csme in just a3 the last nazne was called, bringing

the latest bulletin froa you. He 3aid that Mr. lfoyes was a3

free and happy a3 a school boy, described your coafortable

3leepine chairs, etc. Sone of us think all this fracas was eot

up on purpose to give hin a shance for a2 holidsay.



Afternoon.- Dexter Hubbard's wife with a young wan, a cousin of
Tryphena's, called upon us this morning, and requested Tryphena
to g0 nhome with them. She tried to work upon Tryphena's sympa-
thies, 3sayineg she was "nurdering” her aother: " poor wonzan, 3he
never slept a wink nieht vefore last." Tryphena answered calmly

that she would like to 3ee her, and went out to =zet ready.

Henry then went in and treated them very politely, so that they

invited him to go too. This wa3 what we wanted. The wonan was

full of wrath, but I " cauie it over her,"” as she 3ays, by taking

her into the room where the children were. She 3eemned delignted

with them. The gentlenan took up the Religioug History in the

office, and purchased it for fifty eents. Tryphena went awsay in
good apirits, determnined to be one with John and confide in God's
working through her. We are all cheerful, abd business goes on
23 usual.

Evening.- Another good quiet meeting.. Mr. Seymour gave an
scecount of his interview with the Hubbards. The old man is
chuckling over the idea of our falling to pieces now that "the
0ld he-one of the flock is scared off,” and threatens the law on
you if you are caught around here. But evidently enough their
gpirits are weak 23 water. Mr. Hanilton takes the lead of the

neetings, and things g0 on decently and in order. e took a

vote to-night to return to the old 3y3tem of early rising. I

think it will give v3 a new start in business. A1l seem united

in the purpose to 3eek inapiration in 211 things.

Feb. 14, 1849.- Noon.- Henry has just cone in with good
The o0ld =man has softenei down: 33ys he

newvs from the Hubbards.

believes Mr. Noyes an honest mnan, and he would not renuire bail
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of him: confesses that he has not been free fron excitement and

in a fit 3atate to listen %to reason until yesterday, when he be-

oan to feel the influence of Henry's and Tryphena's spirit.
Dexter is going to Albany on sone land business, and we advise
Henry to push 3till further during his absence the advantage
gained. Henry sugeested to Tryphena that she relate to her

father her experience in reading the Religious History, and

offer to read it to him. In reply to 3ome innuendo about en-

largine the lunstic asylun Henry told Dexter this morning, that
he thought they were disrespectful and abuaive, and he would not
gtand it any longer. Upon this they atopped talking, and the old
nan backed up Henry, conceding to us as an Asaociation the right
to 40 23 we pleased provided we infringed on no one's rights.
They have fallen in love with Henry, who behaves well. So all
this hullabalooc i3 likely to end in a laugh, a3 Mr. Noyes pre-

dicted.

0TIs H. MILLER TO JOHN R. MILLER.

March 1, 1849.

We have had 3ome external commotion lately, commencine when
Mrs. Skinner left for Putney, It was in consequence of the oper-

ations against bashfulness or shane. We kept up =n incessant

war for some time, during which somne were pushed to extremes and

some vulgar expressions were mnade, which were not aonproved by

Mr. Noyes. Mr. Hyde, Mr. Dunn and lMiss Dunn bolted and nale a

violent effort to leave. Juring this time Miss Dunn ( now HMrs.

Hyde ) professeil frieniship and was let into the 3ecrets of many

stely taken place, and reported to

wild things which have 1
who have not been auch acguainted with our

Messra. Dunn and Hyde,

. . ‘ to
gexual morality. Mr. Hyde made ubd his anind to leave, ani went
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the Castle and told all he knew to his father, who iz a violent

opposer, and thence it was reported to the village. The principal

thing ¥r. Hyle reportel was that Miszss Dunn had been forced.

Several infornal 7meetings in the village took plasze, and we were

threastened with a nob. All is very quiet now. Mr. Hubbard, who

was the most violent, is calm and friendly, ani comes to meeting

on Sunday. I 4o not anprehend any further difficulty from without..
The body are very well united at present. We have soune achisms

once in a while. Mr. Snith left last Sunday. He would not subnit

to Mrs. Cragin. Mrs. Cragin made some remarks in meeting on faith.

Mr. Snith mzde 3one renarks on the sane subject, -in which he d4id

not exactly agree with Mra. Cragin. He azde no allusion to her re-

narks, however. After meeting Mrs. Cragin reprinanded hij. He

took offense and boarded the cars in the evening. He did not

break fellowship with Brother Woyes or the body. He 3aijd it was a

natter of opinion in relation to Mrs. Cragin's position.

NOYES TO HARRIET A KOYES.

Brooklyn, March 16, 1849.

Dear Harriet:-

My proposed excursion with Mra. Cragin, the details of which
you will learn from lUr. Cragin, seens to be desirable and expedient

for the followine reasons among others:

1. It will give her a needed vacation and diversion.

It will give her and nyself a quiet opportunity of

~ e

perfecting our union with each other and with the Primitive Church.

3 It will expand, oOr rather confirm and conplete the ex-

panzion of your heart and Mr. Cragin's into the free 1ove of the

fanily of God!
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4: She will be ny moat sopropriate coapanion in the prepara-

tion of the Confession of Social Experience.

I anticipate results froa this movenent which will perfect the
union between you and me, and prepare us for new cooperation and

more blessed festivities. And I have confidence in you, that you

will be "none otherwise ninded.”

Hopine that I 3hall see you st the Depot Thursday evening, I

rems in 83 ever. Yours,
J. H. NOYES.

P. S. Mrs. Craegin will please provide herself with a full

set of our publications, a polyglot Bible, a Shakespeare, an ink-

stand, needles, thread, scissors, étc.

On March 15, 1849, Noyes with Mrs. Cragin went on a tour to

Niagars Falls. They spent a week there, and retirned by way of Buf-

falo, Rochester and Seneva, arriving hone Mareh 28th.



NOYES TO THE ONEIDA ASSOCIATION.
MARCH 18, 1849.

There is one feature of the Association in reapect to which
I am anxious for a change. The 3pirit of desertion has been our
worst plague during the past year. As the social order of the

world cannot exist without effectual guaranttes for the sscredness
of the narrisee relation, and as an army can have no efficiency

without security against the caprices of mere volunteers, so our
Association will be in a precarious and crippled state so long
a3 its members hold their connection with it in that loose way
that leaves the door open for the spirit of desertion. A man
who has joined the Association professedly "for better or for
worse” and has consummated the union by liberties which properly
belong only to the married state, is not in the condition of a
nan stoppineg at a tavern, who has only to pay his bill and de-
part... If he has any true moral sense, he will not think of
breakine the connection unless he has reasons which would justify
desertion of a wife in the world.

I advise our women to consider that a man who does not first
prove his constancy to the Association is not likely to be con-
gtant to an individual:; and that a man who can talk of deserting
the Association thereby proves that he is not narried to'it in
heart, snd can therefore be only a paramour to one whom he ap-
proaches. Without this jiserinination we cannot escape the

degredgstion of licentiousness.

A3 the influences working in the Association during the past

4&



year have not proved strong enough to expel the evil spirit,

I an disposel to try new measures. I am unwilling to go through
another year of watching and laboring to keep members from be-
coning disaffected and running awsay. Hy time can be better occu-
pied. The past need not be censured. It is well that we have
watched and labored againat desertion for one year, for we have

thereby manifested that as an Asscciation we have no fellowship

with the spirit that allows transitory connections; moreover it
was fitting in this first year that extra persuasion should be
used to prevent dislocations amnmd geandals which might have impeded
our work. But henceforth we may fairly throw the responsibility
of divorce on the deserting party, and leave him to his chosen
course without impediment. When the Report is printed, our prin-
ciplegkrganization, mode of government and conditions of member-
ship Q;ll be open to the view of all. None will join us under
mistake sbout these matters and so need special nursing. I
propose therefore that henceforth, while we show our faithful-
ness and goodwill to every member in every nodlest way, we give

up urging snd persuading to remain those who are possessed by the
gpirit of desertion. "Tf the unbelievineg depart, let him depart;
we are not called to bondage in such cases." If I cannot obtain
friends by quiet mnodeat attraction, I will go without them; and
if I cannot retain friends by the same means, they may go. This

is the only attitude that befits us as the representatives of the
Kingdon of God. It is not the individual that confers the favor
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by joining and staying with us: it is the Association that confers

the favor by receiving ani keeping him. The dread question on the
day of Judgment will not be whether this or that man had confidence
in me, but whether I had confidence in him. I ask no favors. I&any
man thinks that he can do without me, let him be assured that I can

d0 without hin.



CHAPTER VI.

FOUNDING OF THE BROOKLYN BRANCH.

ONEIDA JOURNAL.

February 26, 1849.- After visiting the Association during
the winter Mr. Abram C. Smith on February 26th went to New York
and laid his case before lessrs. Noyes and Cragin. Hr. Noyes
adviséd him to get his property in a condition where it would be
subject to his own control and used for the benefit of the church.
This Mr. Smith gladly consented to do, and at Mr. Noyes's sug-
gestion purchased a house in Brooklyn, N. Y., to be used as a

gtation for the family of believers.

April 1, 1849. The Coamunity men have great games of ball

every Saturday afternoon. The most splendid flocks of pigeons

are continually passing over.

HAR?IET H. SKINNER TO CHARLOTTE A. MILLER.

Oneida, April 6, 1849.
Night before last the domain presented an Arcadian scene.

it was like s 3umner sunset, children in the meadow, maidens in
the lane, young men playing ball, one group Jumping. More than
fifty, I should think, could be counted on the grounds. Char-
lotte, I long for the tine when you will quit the buckram of
comnon society, amd with a short dress and short hair become
a hopping, skipping sportive child again. You will, you may

depend upon it.
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STEPHEN R. LEONARD TO GEORGE W. NOYES.

Oneida, May 13, 1849.

Mr. Noyes reported the appointment of Mrs. Skinner to take
the place of Mrs. Cragin and Mrs. Hoyes in the general superin-
tendence of the women's departnent. Mr. Cragin's resignation

was next reported, and H. W. Burnham was appointed to fill that
part of his office that relsted to buying and selling for the

Associstion. Mr. Noyes then resigned his gpecial oversight,spir-
jtual and temporal, of the Oneida Association. Vacancy filled by
J. Burt. Mr. Burt appointed J. i. Skinner to be steward in the
kitehen, and in ceonjunction with Mr. Burnham to fill that part of
Hr. Cragin's office that relates to keeping accounts and money, and
attending to féreign correspondence; E. L. Hatch to fill the place

Mr. Hamilton has occupied in guperintending the erecticn of new

buildings and all other work in the carpentry line; Mr. ¥Kinsley to
superintend the farﬁing department, and Mr. Ackley the sawnills.

This arrangenent, Mr. Noyeérremarked. would leave him and Ur.

Cragin with their wives, together with sone others who had not
their places assigned them, at liberty to obey any call; and he
believed God would send a detachment to New York City before long,
which would be the,nucleus'of an Associmtion there. He concluded
by giving the Asszociation soné appropriate advice, the substance
of wich wss, that they should be careful not te get into a quarrel
with %o0od or with him; then they woﬁld never auarrel anong then-
selves. He 33il he was bound to obey God in all cases, and he

felt at liberty to 1o so without first consultine this Associstion.



Man's julgnent was 2 small natter with him: the one that Jjudeed
him was the Lord. And he had reached a position where he walked

surely: he knew he was right before he went ahead. G5od would

defend whatever course he took, and whoever undertook to Jjudge

him would find in the end that he was their Judse.

ONEIDA JOURNAL, May 16, 1849.- Mr. Cragin and his wife

ani Mrs. Noye3a left Oneida for Brooklyn, N. Y., and on the 18th
were followed by Mr. Noyes, Mr. Hamilton andi Mr. Smith.

z’0
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CHAPTER VII.

EXCOMMUNICATION OF OTIS H. MILLER.

MAY 20, 1849.

At a special meeting of the Oneida Association Sunisay,
May 20, by a solemn and deliberate vote Otis H. ililler was
excommunicated. This waa not done in a spirit of vengeance,
but as s reluctant duty to truth. That the blessing of God -
might be upon us it was necessary to put away this wicked

person ani purge the Conrmunity entirely of his spirit.

RESOLUTION.
Whereas. we have full evidence that Otis H. Miller is
governed by a selfish, lying, covetous spirit, and that he
ig false to his profession of fellowship with our principles
and subordination to the Association, it i3 the deliberate judg-

ment of this body that he has sinned wilfully after having re-

ceived the knowledge of the truth and is therefore a reprobate
before God. As such we declare him excommunicated from our
body, and separate ourselves entirely from fellowship snd syn-
pathy with him. (Signed by all the memnbers of the Association
who had lived with him during the past year.)

Fron his earliest connection with the Association he has
been industriously scattering seeds of evil-thinking, especi-

ally in the minds of the weak, the young, and recent menbers.



He seemed to have an anstinet for the most assailable points,
anl was always there. Even when he was apparently in fellow-
ship with the body, he never let an occas3sion pass where he
could feed an evil thought or strengthen prejudice. On this
point abundant testimony was given by thoze who had suffered
from his poisonous infusions. Pride, sensuality, lsziness and

covetousness appeared as proninent traits of his character.

A11 his pretended difficulties about our social theory were proved
to be not conscientious but selfish. He was perfectly unscrupu-

lous in his own conduct, and he never made any complaints except
when our principles touched his selfish c:sim upon his wife.

Tndeed he was wholly destitute of conscience. He was obtuse,

coarse, indecent, and he 3id not secure =2 friend while he was
with us. He scarcely ever aningled with the members in study or

plans of improvement, or even gmugenents, but affected a special
dignity which was truly pitiable.

The immediate cause of the present crisis was this: Seeing
in Miller's spirit the elements of danger and trouble to the
Association, Mr. Noyes determined before he went away to briug
his case to an issue, and cast out the evil spirit even if it
broke up the Association. He therefore took measures to test
his subordination. The course he adopted developed in liller
the full strength of his self-will, pride and hypocrisy. The
detsils of the war would show him now rebellious and abusive,
then submitting only to flare up the moment his submnission was

put to proof; now starting off with purpose to injure us abroad,

then returning like a snake: too perverse and self-willed to



subait heartily, yet terribly loath to leave. Finally the Devil
himself seened to drive him on to the damming act of a direct
attack on Mi. Noyes, a thing from which he had restrainei him-
self in all former strifes. On the part of Ur. Noyes and the
Associgtion the details would show forbearance, mercy and faith-
fulness, not castine him off till he had proved himzelf a repro-
bate. Throuechout the contest Miller confessed to several persons
that he knew he was fighting against God, and the effeect of this
judgment was apparently to render him powerless and hopeless.

The épistle of Jude i3 a description of his character, and of

the scene of judgment we have been passing through.

STEPHEN R. LEONARD TO HARRIET A. NOYES.

May 21, 1849.

You probably will have learned from our pedestrians by the
time this letter reaches you the facts in Otis Miller's case up
to the time of Mr. Snith's leaving here: How we labored with him
in kindness and faithfulness for the last time, and how he left
in g rage with war and threatening in his heart against lMr. Noyes
and the Association. He returned atout bedtime of the same day.
Messrs. Burt and Burnham had gone down to the Depot in the after-
noon, taking his trunk with them, but had not seen or heard any-
thing of him. They hzd an inatinet however to csall on Mr. Stone
anl give him soue account of the nmatter. Mr. Stone was very
friendly, and assured them that he couli successfully withstani
any efforts Miller night make. Mr. Skinner returned several

hours in asdvance of Miller, bringing with him Mr. Noyes's de-

dl



cizion, which was in haraony with our own feelings. Miller threw
himself on the lounge in the dinine-room on his return, and we
soon connunicatel to hin Mr. Noyes's reply to his note, endors-
ing it in full ourselvea. He 3aid nothing to it. A3 1t was late
in the evening we did not think it best nor very 3afe to turn
him outdoors, so he wa3 allowed to remain on the lounge, Hial
havine succeeded to his tent. Messra Kinsley =and Perkins and
the two Nashes had the oversight of him through the night. I
found him in the printineg-office in the morning. He looked as
if he hai been crying. He a3ked for Mr. Smith. T told him he
had left. He azked if Mr. Noyes had gone too. I told hin all
hai gone that had talked of going, that Mr. Toyes had only waited
30 long for his sake. He then asked me to call MNMr. Burt. I 4id
3o and Mr. Burt returned word that he 1id not wish to 3ee him.
Miller then wrote the followineg note to Mr. Burt:

" Dear Sir:- I feel a3 I never felt before, ani I pray
thet you may forgive me. I will do anythine you 3sy. You nay
test it by anythine you please. If under present circunstances
you think I had bvetter go, I will, but I 3hall say‘nothing against
you. I shall not give you up. I have never nad a heart, when
in cool and rational =nonents, to do what I have said. Nr. Stone
will tell you what I said sbout the Association yeaterday, which
he marked down in his book. I felt that ay heart was with you
when I left. If I go away, I will not injure you. I will get on
ny knees and_ask the forgivenesas of you sll.

OTIS H. MILLER.

Mr. Burt returned the following answer:
Mr. Miller:- After all that has.passed you cannot expect the

As3sociation to have the leasat confidence in your word. If you



ever get their confidence again, it must be by deeds. If you

can prove by deeds that you are a good man, and can get the recom-
mendation of God, the Association will be ready to receive you;
but they wish to have you go away now, according to the decision
of Mr. Noyes. You can best prove your sincerity by deeds abroad.

JONATHAN BURT."

He assented to this note as reasonable. Mr. Kinsley imne-
diately carried him to the canal, and our bell rang for meeting
to make a final disposition of his case. He endeavored to get
the sympathy of the Association through lr. Kinsley, but was un-
successful. He had a sinking turn and ascted as though he would
fall from the wagon. He then brightened up, and talked against
Messrs. Hamilton and Bradley. He expressed himself several times
as being in terrible distress, and Mr. Kinsley left him on the
canal the picture of despair. His intention was to go to Putney...
We all feel much relieved by his departure, and I guess no one
more so than Ellen* and Mrs. Thayer. The latter mentioned in meet-
ing that Mr. Miller came to her a day before ir. Cragin and com-
pany started for Brooklyn, ani complained of Mrs. Cragin and the
whole movement in progress against Mr. Burt as unfit to manage our
affairs in Mr. Noyes's absence. Because she sided with Mrs. Cragin
he kicked her and left her. She said she had received a great deal
of trestment as mean as this from him that she had never opened her

heart to anyone about.

*n Fllen " was Miller's wife (married in the Community with
Noyes's consent.) "Mrs. Thayer was a lady friend. G. W. N,



,Pogtsceript by H. W. Burnham May 22nd:; While passing Root's
I saw Gould going into the house, and Otis Miller sitting in the
wagon. On my return Miller met me in the street. He began by
saying that he could not go into the world, wished retirement, etc.
I replied that we had done with him, that he should have left on
the packet Sunday morning as he agreed. "But here you are consort=
ing with Gould, our sworn eneny."” He said that Gould was not our
enemy, that Stone could not keep him, so he went to Gould's. He

followed me a few steps, andi that was the last I saw of him.

Doubts as to Sanity. ‘
JOEN L. SKINNER TO JOHN R. MILLER.
Brooklyn, June 3, 1849.

At half-past ten o'clock our bell rang for meeting. At the
opening of the meeting Mr. Burt announced that marriage was intendm
ed between Mr. Marquis L. Worden and Mrs. Sophis Dunn. The roll -
was then called, and after testimony from all who had anything to
say Mr. Worden and Mrs. Dunn stéod up and were married. This was
s sudden movement, but such things are common, you know, anong us,
‘whére inspiration is allowed to have place. Mr. Worden has stood
in a doubtful position in relation to us for a good while. His
being so connected with William H. Cook (his wife being Cook's
gister) probably had amuch influence on him. His ﬁife died several
months ago. He came down here yesterday from Manlius, and brought
his two youngest children. After a talk with Mr. Burt, in which he
expressed his decision to comnit himself and his interests to the
Association, Mr. Bubt proposed to him the marriage with Mrs. Dunn,
the idea of which had before come to his mind with considerable -

force. Mr. Burt regards it as in an important sense the termina-

5L



tion of the war with the New York Perfectionists.

'MARY E. CRAGIN TO HARRIET H. SKINNER.

JUNE 4, 1849.

‘Mr. Campbell arrived this morning with letters and news
from Oneida. After reading the letters we had a silence and
then a talk. The result is sending you Mr. Cragin, and if he
does not answer the purpose Mr. Noyes will come himself.

Harriet, I want to give you one piece of advice, and I
pray you give heed to it. Do not suffer your instinects to be
overruled and choked. Remember my experience in that Mary Knight
affair.* If I had been simple enough to believe John's estimate
of my spirituality, I should have stood my ground, alone if it
had been necessary. I wish nothing altered in the case I refer
to, but I should be glad to have you iearn wisdom by it and be-
lieve John when he says, as he has this morning, that he would

trust you before any'of then.

MARY E. CRAGIN TO GEORGE E. CRAGIN.

PRIVATE.
June 11, 1849.

Dear George:- We received a letter from you yesterday

giving a pretty full account of proceedings at Oneida. Mr,
Noyes suggests that you remain either until Mr. Burt fully re-
covers from the spirit of fanaticism, or until you can establish

an organization independent of him. If you need help from here

* THE EUTNEE COMMUNITY. CHAPTER XXVII,
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of course you can have it by making application. At all
events I hope you will not leave them until they are all

gstraightened up.

MARY E. CRAGIN TO HARRIET H. SKINNER.

JUNE 21, 1849.

We had a double treat yesaterday in the arrival of John
and Theodore and the receipt of a large package of notes
from beloved ones at Oneida. I think of you as all quiet
andi settled, each one modestly getting his or her lesson.
We needed John here as soon as you got through with him.
How pretty it will be for him to go backward and forward
between the two Associations, nugsing his two babies from
tine to time as their necessities require !

We have gone on with our criticisms, as John told us
to, and have found the spirit of wisdom and judgmnent descend-
ing upon us. Last evening it was Mr. Inslee's turn, and he
was unanimously found fault with for a spirit that sought to
~ please everybody. After we had got through Mr. Noyes said:
"There are certain qualities of character that everybody loves,
such as affability, skill in musiec. That these are superficial
qualities is evident because it requires only superficial
discernment to appreciate them. Such popular traits of char-
acter are to be considered as luxuries. For my part, I have
gettled the question, that I camot afford to be popular.
This is a time of war, not a time to surround ourselves with
the trappings of wealth. Sonetime I may be able to keep my
coach and four, but at present I am not able. To those who

desire true popularity I would say, you will have the best



and most enduring sort eventually. Do not expect to be appre-
ciated by the world or by weak believers. Cultivate those traits
of character that are too deep for superficial notice, and be
popular with God. Christ did not seek popularity. In‘his re-
proofs he 4did not trouble himself to be polite. He was a }ion

as well as a lamb.

JOHN R. MILLER TO ERASTUS HAMILTON.

Oneida, August 31,1849.

At Herkimer I met 0. H. Miller. He came down as far as
St. Johnsville with us. I told him the substance of what was
said at the meeting the other evening; that all had kind feel-
ings toward him, and would be glad to save him if they could,
but had not confidence enough in him to take him back. It
gseened to give him a good deal 0f comnfort to know that the
Comnunity had hopes of him. He thought that the triasls he had
been through had done him much good, and that he was prepared to
gubmit to everything withoutvfaglt~finding again. I told hinm
that he ought to count well the cost before he ever thought of
joining us again, that he could gain nothing by it unless he was
in fellowship with the Association, and that it was impossible
to get Ellen away or enjoy her society on any other basis. He
seened to be fully aware of this, and gave me to understand that
his own salvation was what he was seeking. He wanted I should
give him what advice I could. I advised him to offer to peddle
for the Association, to come there only often enough to get his
goods, ard to make only # short stop unless he was invited to

stay. He said he would Be glad to do it, and did not ask for



better termd. I told him that I would report his proposal to
the Association, and give him an answer when I returned through
Herkimer. He then took out his pocket-book aﬁd handed me $200,
saying he did not need it and wished me to take it. I told him
that I would take the money, and if the Association did not ac-
cept his proposal I would pay it back. He seemed very glad to
get rid of it.

HARRIET H. SKINNER TO JOHN R. MILLER.

SEPTEMBER 15, 1849.

The Association has organized itself into classes of about
twelve members eéch with & foreman for purposes of mutusl criti-
‘cism and anything in the way of improvement. John appointed the
foremen, and they cast lots for their members, choosing round
twice first. Mr. Burnham is foreman of the elass I belong to.
Charlotte is in Mr. Skinner's class. Today we told experience
all round, and in our class chose Mr. Ackley for a subject of
ecriticism next»meeting. The members are to write out their
criticisms, and give them to the foreman in season for him to
read and prepare a sunning up which is to be the property of the
Association, liable to general inspection. Mr., Mrs. Cragin,
Harriet A. Noyes and George Noyes are left out of the classes.
They are to criticize the foremen before their class. The plan

is very popular. All are antieipating much improvement.

AFFAIRS OF THE BROOKLYN BRANCH.

NOVEMBER 19-21, 1849. -

Mr. Noyes spent the month of October 1849 in Brooklyn.

Then after a three week's visit to Oneida he returned again to
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Brooklyn with his wife, Mr. Burnham, Mrs. Cragin, Theodofe and
Vietor. The campaign opened with severe critiecism of Mr. Cragin
for deception, George Noyes for false love, and Harriet Skinner
for carelessness.

NOVEMBER 21, 1849.- Noyes left Mr. Hamilton amd Charlotte

Miller in charge at Oneida. The Brooklyn famnily commenced receiv=
ing classes from Oneida, including some of the children, for

more private instruetion.

MARY E. CRAGIN'S NOTES FROM MEMORY.
DECEMBER 1, 1849.

We have had, or rather the truth has had a good time this
morning firing at superstition as showing itself in telling
dreams, giving heed to spiritual impressions without trying the
gpirits, opening the Bible without a real instinet for it.

We give it the general name of fanaticism, and the special one
of Langstaffism because Mrs. Laﬁgstaff is notorious for doing

these things, and some of us have caught the infection.

CHARLOTTE A. MILLER TO MARY E. CRAGIN AND HARRIET A. NOYES.

Oneida, December 15, 1849,

I will relate to you the progress of Mr. Cragin's case since
I wrote you last. The following critiecism which Mr. Hamilton sent
him Monday evening will explain itself:

" To Mr. Cragin: I find my:spirit somewhat in bondage to you.

I feel in you a spirit elaiming deference from me and cramping my
freedom of action because of the position you have heretofore sus-
tained towards the center. And the part you had in helping me to

free myself from the world and join the Association seems to hold



me back from endorsing the center's judgment of you. Also there
ig a gpirit holding me back from acting in the simplicity of their
confidence in me, tempting me to fear there are things in my
spirit which will bring me perhaps at some future time under such
particular judgment as you have come into. In carefully thinking
over the facts I see it is my duty to stand in the confidence Mr.
Noyes, Mrs. Cragin and Mrs. Noyes have in me. 1In my own strength
I fee‘perfeetly weak, but in the strength of Christ and in union
with their spirit I am strong to do all that God has placed before
me. My heart yearns after greater refinement of spirit than i
have yet attained, but still I feel constrained to hold myself open
to inspiration in the relation I am placed in to you, free from
the obstruction and constraint that would naturally arise from
considering you acecording to your former position instead of your
present relation with the center. Perfect sincerity and that
alone will secure union and fellowship. With sincere desire to
fulfill the truth, Yours in Christ,

E. H. HAMILTON.,

I wrote the preceding Thursday night, not concluding whether
to send it to you or not, but tonight I feel constrained to free
my spirit. I disliked the spirit of your remarks tonight exceed-
inglye I think they came from a lofty heart seeking to save its
life and popularity. I can see a spirit in you trying to drag
the Association down into judgment with you. You are making a
merit of your sufferings, and instead of taking a position at the
feet of the Association you are assuming 8 position above them.

I think your reference to the necessity of making mistakes in

order to learn wisdom was immodest, and the influence of your
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spirit has been to entangle persons in suffering and mistakes.
Sincerity and the position Mr. Noyes has put me in prompt me to be
thus free. I pray that God may enable you to escape the snare

of the Devil, and lead you to repentance that needeth not to be
repented of. E. H, H, "

Mr. Cragin thanked Mr. Hamilton for his criticism the next
morning, and afterward showed it to Harriet and Mr. Leonard. He
asked Harriet if she thought best to have it read in meeting.

She amd all of us thought it was not best, but he should rather
ponder these things in his heart, and if he had anything to ex-
poée or write, write it to John. We concluded not to show him
your letter unless some occasion demanded it. He has been much at

the office since, and has not said anything to anyone.

NOYES TO JOHN R. MILLER.

Brooklyn, FEBRUARY 10, 1850.

Inslee is here,Aand reports some interesting movements in
Newark. 1. The Korah crew are falling into awful gaps such as
adultery amd drunkenness. 2. 1Inslee's brother has gquieted off
so far as to consent to have Mr. Burt come into the shop, and is
actually anxious to have him come. 3; Mr. Lynch has come fully o
over to fellowship with us, and he and his wife will throw their
house open to the church. Their children have all left them,
and his business (that of tinner am stove dealer) is running downe
It has been and might be a profitable business, but he is too
feeble through age and other causes to manage well alone. He is

worth, when all his debts are paid, about $1000. He and his wife
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are ready and enthusiastic for a full surrender to the church.
This we hope is the beginning of a move for a Comnunity in Newark.
They have a good hgpuse in a retired situation, which may be made
a gathering-place for believers that are to be engaged in taking
the city. I suggested to Inslee last night, that possibly A. C.
Smith was the man to go in thére in the name of the church and take
charge. The question to be considered is, whether Smith with the
he has had at Oneida and with the connection which he would have
with Brooklyn and Oneida would be able to serve the church safely
and faithfully in such a position, and redeem his character in
Newark as he has in Kingston. We need not speculate much about
the future, but it is well for us to watch every present opening
;and'faithfully fill it. If the Association thinks that the Holy
Ghost calls brothers Burt and Smith to new service, and can send -
them away with a blessing, I propose that they come on with you
a3 soon as is practicable. Smith has other business in these
quarters, and it may be worth his while to look at the prospects
in Newark even if it is not found expedient to go in there.
I think it ié safe and according to the will of God, that Mr. Burt
should try the experimnent of joining Inslee. We are certainly
not brooding over Newark 30 long in vain.

Yours etec.,

JOHN H. NOYES.



CHAPTER 1V.

INDUSTRY AND FINANCE.

AUG.20, 1849 to JULY 16, 1851.

A NEW ERA IN BUSINESS.

AUGUST 20, 1849.

The Brooklyn family returned to Oneida with the addition
of Mrs. Whitfield.

J. H. N.- Within the last year toleration of our prineiples
has been triumnphantly gsmined. Now the time has come to enter
heartily into the extension of business with a view to presenting
the world a perfected model of society in all its relations, finan-
cial a3 well as social.

It was proposed to erect a store immediately. The worldly

gystem of apprenticeship was discussed and pretty well used up.

ERASTUS H. HAMILTON TO JOHN R. MILLER.

SEPTEMBER £, 1849.

We had a bee today, men, wonen and children, to clear up

the swamp weat of our house. The men pulled up and drew tocether
in piles the stuanps and logs, and the women and children picked up
and carried the snaller pieces. The enthusiasm of the wonen would
get to such a pitch that they would not be content with small at-
tainnents, but uniting their forces would seize upon a large log
and place it in triumph on the heap. We enjoyed it much. MNrs.
Norton, Mrs. Higegins, old Mrs. Burnham, Aunt Sally were out in

short dresses as active a3 any.



HARRIET H. SKINNER 70 JOHN R. MILLER.

SEPTEMBER 15, 1849.

For two days past the men have been engaged in cleaning
out the dyke. Yesterday a conpany of us women filled some
baskets with luncheon and took it down to those poor mud-
bespattered, boot-soaked but never more merry-hearted workmen.
They washed their hands in the brook, and cane out to the
stunp in the pasture, where we leid out their biscuit, nut-
cakes and pickles. There were as many a8 thirty of them.

Lagst evening s conmmittee was appointed to attend to the
setting up of stoves, lighting the house, and taking precautions

against fire. Mr. Skinner was appointed watchman.

JOHN R. MILLER TO NOYES.

OCTOBER 4, 1849.

An inventory of this date showed that the Association
owned property worth $53,100.00 after deducting a2ll debts.
This d4id not include $2000.00 owned by Mr. Joslyn, which was
received into the Association last Sunday, nor Jack Kinsley's
$3000.00, nor Mr. Barron's $6000.00 or $7000.00, which we can
call for any time we choose. We have also an income fron

Mr. Mead, Horatio and Dr. Ranson of $112.50 annually 8o long

as Mrs. P. Noyes lives.

puring the months of October and November 1849 the
Association put up a buildine containing a convenient store,
printing office, and shoe-shop, which were occupied immediately,

each department commencing operations about Decenber 1st.



JOHN R. MILLER TO THE BROOXLYN BRANCH.

DECEMBER 5, 1849.

A committee was appointed last evening to arrange our

men for the winter campaign.

They made the following report,

which was read ani accepted:

Printing-office:

Horse Teamsters:

Ox Teamsters:

Wood Choppers:

Blacksniths

Sawyers:

Log Sawyers:

Care of Cattle:

Wagon Shop:

Watch Repairer:

Carpenters:

Store;
¥Xitchen:

Wood Agent:

Teacher:

Childrens'

House:

Harness Repairer:

Business Agent:

Financial Agent:

Shoe-Shop:

L
G. W. Noyea, G. Cragin, Charkes Hamilton,
S. R. Leonard. (Type set by wonen.)

W. H. Woolworth, Geo. Canpbell, Daniel Kniwles.
Eli Whitney, L. H. Bradley.

Albert Kinsley, H. T. Clark, H. W. Thayer,

L. Worden, John Leonard, H. Thacker, Joshua
Snith, J. W. Perkins.

S. W. Nash, 3. Newhouse.
H. Burt, J.

L. Basker, I. Seynour, D. J. Hall.

H. M. Waters, A. L. Burt.
C. Higgins.

C. 0lds, Leonard Dunn.
Harvey Norton.

E. L. Hatech, G. W.

Hanilton, A. L. Burt,

H. M. Waters, C. S. Joslyn, John Leonard.
J. R. Miller, Francis Hyde, W. A. Hinds.
Enos XKellogg.

Riley Burnhan.

H. J. Seymour

J. C. Ackley.

A. C. Bnith.

E. H. Hanilton.

J. R. Miller.
L. Vanvelzer, L. Worden, A. W. Carr, Elias
Hall, Dsniel Nash, J. L. Skinner.
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It was thousht to be an occeasion of thankfulness teo God,
that such an arrangement as this could be made with perfeét hg rnony.
Later 5. R. Leonard and J. L. Skinner changed places by

agreenent, the former going into the shoe-shop.

ERASTUS H. HAMILTON TO NOYES.

Decenber 17, 1849.

The new business arrangements work well. I think we have
acconplished an important change in the shoe-naking business.
The repugnance with which that trade was lookel upon has been
overcome. Leonard and Carr are well satisfied with the busiﬁess.
Mr. Carr, they say, i3 going to make a good workman. Mr. Saith
has a bench in the shoe-shop, and mends harness and straps skates.
He is in a quiet, growing state. They passed a vote Saturday, that
their shop be known as a place of prayer, not of go33ip. The
blacksnith shop has conmenced doing custon work, aml is likely to
have all it can do. We have put Mr. Newhouse in with Mr. Nash,
and are having him eive up his guns and traps entirely. He does
nothing but what Mr. Nash sets him at. This ig taking the bull
by the horns, but I think we shasll succeed. He appears to be
doing well. I hope I shall be able to carry out your principles

and wishes in all things.

BROOXLYN JOURNAL

FEBRUARY 18, 1850.

Mr. Snith closed a bargasin with Capt. Bennett for the sloop
"Rebecca Ford," which is to be used to transport stone from Kings-

ton to New York City.



February 28.- Mr. Noyes is much interested in our plan of
running the sloop. He lay awake and thousht about it, and wished
it might be manned by Community men. Then our folks could take
s pleasure trip up the river any time they chose. We are all much
elated at the prospects which open up to us in connection with
this business. It was agreed that it should be a Community school
of navigation.

NOTE: On July 5, 1851, the Rebecca Ford sank in the Hudson
River, near Hyde Park, and two of the Community women were drowned.

G.W.N.

0. C. JOURNAL.

JUNE 14, 18560. -

A "bee" in the parlor to stitch tracts, Mr. Bradley presiding.
It went off with a perfect rush, that is with the zest and hermony
of inspiration. The inference is that the publishing business
will be attractive. We stitched between 800 and 900 in a little
more than an hour. Then with the anomentum started, all fell to
and mended 25 meal bags and quit in glowing spirits. There is
ever so much testimony to the healthy effects of bees. They cover

aches of all kinds, and send all home refreshed and strengthened.

JOHN R. MILLER IN THE ONEIDA JOURNAL.
OCTOBER 1, 1850.
The work on the mill goes ¢n. beautifylly. wWe have for two

days been at work in the wheel-pit, and though it is one of the

dirtiest and most disagreeable jobs that can be found I tell you

the truth when I say that it has been exceedingly attractive.
I have not enjoyed myself so well for a long time a3 when in this

work with my thick boots amd overalls on, well covered with the
Oneida mud. To my great delight I find T can take hold of the
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heaviest kind of work, anmd continue it ten hours in the day, and

that too without feeling tired.

0. C. JOURNAL.

Novenber 27, 1850.- Mr. lMiller writes: We now owe nearly $1200,

gad our funds are nearly used up. Most of our debt is due in a short
time. 1In addition to this, funde are wanted to finish the mill,and
for our daily fanaily expenses. But I feel sure we shall have good
luck - that prosperity awaits us - that out Pather, who has thus

far supplied so liberally all our wants, will 3till see that all
these things are added.

Decenber 9, 1850.- Thus far we have had all the money we
needed, and that without borrowing. I regard that money from
Putney as the direct gift from God. Putney was the last place
to whieh I looked for money, and those notes the last ones T had
reason to expect would be paid. I love to acknowlﬁdge the hand
of 5od in such transactions.

In the latter part of December, 1850, lr. J. H. Thomas, a
Newark Perfectionist, and nanufacturing jeweller, proposed to
induct the Btooklyn Branch into the manufacture of gold chain.
A1l were interested in starting a new business, and Mrs. Leonard
and Sophronia Hicgins were invited to come from Oneida ans learn
the art.

MARY E. CRAGIN TO HARRIET H. SKINNER.

Brooklyn, Janusry 5, 1851.
We are driving ahead in the gold chain business. A per-
fect enthusiasm has taken possession of the whole fanily down o

Theodore and Sarah. We rise at daylight to prosecute the work,
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and happy is he or she who finds a vacant seat at the bench any
tine of dasy. Ir. Noyes says that God has given him a spirit of

industry, amd he rejoices in it.

7

JOHN R. MILLER TO NOYES JANUARY 15, 1851,

I have been engaged for several days in takine our inven-
tory, which is now nearly finished, and will vary but a trifle

from the following:

Jan. 1850 Jan. 1851.
Inventory $65,523.39 $66,600.00
Debts 3,614 .39 3,300.00
Balance 61,909.00 63,300.00

This shows a gain since last year of $1391.00. It may be
said that we have not paid our expenses by our own labor, but
we have been getting an education, anmd God has provided liber-
8lly for our expenses.

In addition to the above there are Newark, Wilber and
Forthern Vermont,, gnounting in all to some $15,000, which is
Association property, I suppose. In Nortnern Vernont there
are eleven thousand ibllars now at the disposal of the church,

snd nine thousand more which Mr. Barron is quite sure of.

FREE CHURCH CIRCULAR 3:376.

January 30, 1851. By a recent Act of the Legislature

sffecting the "Oneida Purchase” of 1840-41 the lisbilities of
the Association to the State have been reduced more than

$2600, leaving only the small sum of $377.84 still due.



BUSINESS.
HOME TALK BY J. H. NCYES.

BROOKLYN, APRIL 15, 1851.

We are nearing the end of our resoufces, go far as the
funds brought in by new members are concerned, and at the samne
time external matters are shaping for the comnmnencement of vprofit-
able business. At Oneidas they are puttineg in machinery, and we
have already comnenced industrial operations here at Brooklyn.
The great question is whether we are spiritually ready, whether
we have fulfililed our obedience to God so that he'oﬁn allow us
to support ourselves. To prepare us for the boon of self-support
 God has found it necessary to put us through a long series of
difficult and threatening circumstances corresponding to the ex-
verience he gave the children of Israel in the wilderness. God
intended all the time to bring the children of Israel into a land
flowing with milk and honey, where they should exercise then-
3elves in all sorts of production: but before he could do that
to their gpiritusl advantege he had to hold then for a long time
in the wilderness where they could learn that the rock on which
- they rested was not money but God. I feel that our obedience is
nearly fulfilled, and that God will soon call us to take up
business in earnest....

God ha3 held us back these sixteen years very much as we
have held back Messrs. Smith and Long. They ﬁave been chanping
their bits for business, but we have steédily resisted till they
are in a condition to take it up right end foremost, that is with

a proper ascendancy of the spiritual over the physiecal....

7%
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The pursuit of business with us shall be the pursuit of truth.
We shall be industrious because we love to be truthful and do the
right thing.

T feel thst it is decidedly to our spiritual advantage that
we be financially independent. So long as there ig a devil to take
a hamd in it, dependence will be bribery. Our governnent 3ends its
agents all over the world, but it atrietly forbida them to receive
presents, and any presents that are given must be delivered into
the United States Treasury. That is because to receive favors
from those they are sent to influence might be an inlet of corrup-
tion. Who does not know that every aninister in the land who re-
ceives a salary is uhder a strong tenptation to 3uit his people ?
I hate to be under any such tenptstion. I hate to have the As3o-
ciation dependent on its subscribers and patriotic contributors.

I should like it if we were independent even of our bast outside
friends. The case of Mr. Thomas brought these ideas forcibly to
mini. When Mr. Thomas cane up for Jjudgunent the tbought thrust
itself in, now take care, it will not do to offend him, if you do
he will break up your businesa. I of course repelled the thought
and nerved myself to break up our benches. I was determined to
git down and suck our thumbs if necessary, rather than sacrifice a
hair of truth. Probably the sane thought worked in him. We re-
fused to pay any attention to that influence, amd immediately the
way was opened for us to go on without his patronage. I am now
noﬁ altogether satisfied with our relations to the Newark concern.
There is a tendency for us to feel depenient on them for our work
and wages. I hate such en influence, ani know that‘just 23 goon

a3 it gets nhold of us God will break it up and bring us into some-

thing better.
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Then I see clearly that our business here has sustained us
while carrying on iiscipline and improvement among ourselves.
Mr. Smith would have had a good deal more influence here this
spring, if it had not been for our business. It would have seen-
ed slmost necessary that he should go shead 28 he wanted to do,
rieht or wronz, for the sake of our maintenance. That would have
interfered with what Mr. Snith himself now knows was for his
best interest. Having something else of our own to 3tand on we
can just hold still till the Devil gives up business on the sloop.
We shall soon get a platform that will make us independent even
of the Associstion. This plan of entering into business for the
sake of gaining independence and producing a free gospel is going
to wash us from worldliness instead of putting us into it...
Men sni brethren, are you ready ? (Messrs. Smith, Cragin, Miller
and others responded with enthusiasm.)

This mission to Englani has a dfirect connection with our
industrisl movement. It takes money that is severely wanted
snd puts it to = pﬁblic use. It is completing our obedience,
showing that we do not hold property in a separate, private way,
but that we make God our partner and are free to venture all on
him. My personal feelings held back for a good while - my nat-
ural timidity, the expense, the daneger of leaving uy flock -
everything lookei threatening. Rut I made up my mind with fear
and trenbling to sacrifice all to the will of 50d. Right in the
midst of our greatest demand for money we refuse to be smll,
refuse to be economical againat God. That is an act of faith

which I know God will acknowledge.



I hope there is energy enough in the family to make our gold
chain business go forward. I would reconmnend to all that they
gtir up the gift that is in then. I feel that 504 will encoursage
us in thatbline, anl also that he will encourage business on the
8loop. I should reconmend Saith, Hial and Long as crew: snd
since lr. Burnham has been turned out ¢f his pastorship in New-
ark, let him go as pastor on the sloop. A couple of womnen also
will be likely to go esach time.

The same principles and thne same kind of sdvice should be
extended to Oneida and should be studied by those who are partic-

ularly interested. I hope that they will catch theSpirit that

is growing here to do business in a godly mnanner. Mr. Inslee will

take his talents and tools there for the eatablishment of a -1sch-
ine shop. Mr. Newhouse and John Leonard will cooperate. With
other arrangements that are now in progress we should be able to
do 2 clean business.
| And here I would recommend that we do not warry about our
social relations. Our social theory does haneg fire; it does not
realize all that we have been led to expect. Well, don't fret
but press through. Remnenber thét the sociasl theory divides the
process of redsmption into four parts: first, salvation from sin:
second, salvation fron socisl evilg: third, reform of the labor
départunent; fourth, victory over death. These are all connected,
and we do not expect perfect satisfaction in any until we reach
the end. Until we have conquered the gpiritual and moral depart-
nents. And until we have conquered disease and death, they will
- be a disturbing influence over all. We can only expect to ap-
proxinate the right state of things at any given point until we

have gonquered the Devil and all of them. Supposing we regard
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our operations in all these lines as the day's work, with the
narriage supper of the Lanb at the end. Then dividineg the day's

work inte four parts as indicated in the Bible Argumnent, I should

say that we have reached the middle of the afternoon. We have

got over the main difficulties of the spiritual and social de-
partments, and are now in the third stage of the confliet. Supper
will come by and by.

We shall have to work for the present very nuch as our fore-
fathers did when they settled the country. They carried their
guns as well as their hoes out into the field. If they saw any
Indians, they dropped their hoes ami took to their guns. Don't
get so busy hoeing as not to look out for Indians.

504 has been building his vessel and is apparently about
ready to start. Now the question is, where are the paddle-wheels?
The machinery of the vessel must take effect on sweeps or paddles
working outside in the water in order to get motion. Just so we
must have s sysﬁem of distribution, an independent means of vent-
ing the produets of 6ur industry. I have a plan to propose that
will put on our paddle-wheels. We have in the Association a
nunber of men who have been brought up as peddlers, such as Otis
Miller, Mr. Hatch and Mr. Lawton. Then here is John R. Miller,
who has had a mercantile education but lacks a suitable opening
for his talents. My idea is that Mr. Miller should organize a
gystem of peddling, providing things to sell and training nen as
galesmen. In this way we shall come into contact with the busi-
ness world and consumners through our own men, and 2 3ystem of
trade will commence spreading out from the Association in an in-

ereading circle for fifty miles around. Our men will really go



not only a3 nen of business bdbut as miasionaries. To send out
our own men ostensibly to sell goods would be the beat method
of sending out our publicstions and gpirit. The peddlers would
ultimately turn pastors.

If we can eatablish such a systen of distribution, God will
give us wit to manufscture more and better things than the world
ever saw. There i3 obedience amnong us, and obedience is genius.

Qur business may properly be divided among our mnen. Mr.
Inslee is very foni of his factory work, but has salways been
botheréd by attention to outside concerns, getting orders, making
contracts. Mr. Miller on the other hand is exactly suited by
this part of the business. So they can play into each othér's
hands.

To show what could be done, Otis Miller when he was away
under the displeasure of the Association amd in a very unfavor-
able state made $30. a month. If he goes out now with the
blessing of God, it is to be preaumed that he w©ould nake $60.

I do not see but that this scheme touches all around. It is

a gign of inspirstion if a plan hits a good many objects.

ONE IDA JOURNAL.

May 11, 1851.- Mr. Lawton and O. H. Miller returned froa their

first peddling excursion today. The whole Association were
cordial in their welcome and united in their interest in what
seens the beginning of an important operation. They went up the
valley through Norwich and vicinity, about 100 miles in all,

and tell some amusine stories. Mr. Lawton made $9. ani Mr. Miller

$18.32, though it was thought that Mr. Miller incurred the most
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apiritual expense, which is a more inportant item than money-mak-
ing. G. W. N. remarked: If the peddling cannot be nade positive-
ly beneficial spirituaily. we had better not go into it. T anm
gure that it cen Dbe, though it will probably rejquire patience,
heroism, and considerable criticisn.”

June 27, 1851.- The Farm Department have adopted the plan of

workine in groups. Once a week names are all drawn out anew. One
company of men ami womnen go out at 2 o'eclock and work two honurs.
At 4 o'clock they come in and another company goes out till 6
o{clock. This plan works be“ter than having all go out at once,
on account of necessary business in the house.

A large company of men, women and children went to the
mill tonight to witness the hanging of the upper millstone.
The stone weighing 2400 lbs. was lifted into place by = great
erane, the screw of which was made by llr. Insiee. At a signal
by Mr. Hall the great drum below was3 get in notion, and the
gtone began to whirl with the lightness of a top, alaost noise-
less, but enitting a'fiery glow where it grated on the lower
stone. All the machinery was nade in our machine-shop and works
well.

July 11, 1851~ J. H. N:- I like the plan of having Miller

and Cragin make mutual reports of the state of finaneés at Brook-
lyn and Oneida. They should have a care for each other and see
that a proper distribution is made. When we have A3sociations
scattered here ani there, I expect there will ve a rezular 3y3aten
of financial reports, and those Associations that have a surplus

will impart to those that are in need.



REMARKS BY NOYES.

BROOKLYN, JULY 11, 1851.

T would recommend that the Associstion turn away from
expansion and preparation, and carry through to comnpletion
the work slready undertsken; also that Mr. Thacker and others
in the agricultural department should turn their attention
from the ormamentsl to the profitable enterprises. Let the
ornamental comne in as incidental. We must look out for three
things in 211 we 40, amd in their proper order: first the
gpiritual benefit, second usefulneas, and third present plessure.

I think it is well, 23 Mr. Miller suggests, to hold up
for a while in the peddling. But the more I look at it the nore
I am in favor of going on and increasing that businesa. T feel
like putting the responsibility upon Mr. Miller to see that the
peddling be done in a spiritusl mauner, and at the same time he
efficient and profitable in a material sense. The two things
are not incompativle. I want hin to 3tudy the experience of
those that go out, and learn to criticize and give advice.

I a1 confident that we shall be able to report next February

that we are able to support ourselves and help others.



THE CHILDREN'S HOUSE.

AUGUST 11, 1849 to FEBRUARY 2, 1851.

AUGUST 11, 1849.

The first principle is to avoid as far as possible
giving children occasion for transgression by putting them
under a multitude of laws. The second is to correct their
faults usually by addressing their reason and conscience,
and winning them to obedience by kindness, patience and
gentle words. Then once in a great while, when there is a
signal occasion for it, give them a tremendous rebuke, such

a3 will leave its impression forever.

THE CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT.

AUGUST 25, 1849.

Mr. Noyes alluded with thankfu;ness to the favorable
change which has faken place in the class of older boys, with
whom there had been formerly serious difficulties. The Devil
came nearer proving himself almighty in that department than
in any other. But now Mr. Noyes heard a good report of that
class, and it was a privilege to commend them. The vietory
gained there, said Mr. Noyes, stands side by side with the
health miracle and the other great miracles with which God is

surrounding us. It contributes doubtless to the health of the

body; there is a better atmosphere spiritual and bodily in

consequence of stopping the leak in that direction.

&4



oy

In the infant department we camot claim so decisive a victory.
Nevertheless the same God is at work there as in the children's
department, anmd we may expect the same results. To be sure the
problem is more difficult in the case of the infants. They are
feebler and more impresgible to evil influences, and the parents
are more tenacious of worldly fashions in respect to them. It is
especially difficult to introduce the new system if we complicate
it with the old one. Between two stools we fall to the ground.

If we take the infant from the mother while she has her nmatural
feelings in full play, and is at liberty to watch and keep up a
varticular care over it, we make the worst possible conditions.
The care of the infants will inevitably become odious if it is
subjected to the keen espionage and criticism of the parents.

The nurses will droop, and that will make the infanys droop.

This will inerease the anxiety of the parents, and rouse them

to more watchfulness ami interference. S0 the evil will perpet-
uate itself. The unpropitious results in the infant departament
are not due to the fact that we have introduced a new system, but
to the fact that we have 393 done it. The persons in charge are
faithful and talented. I feel safe in committing my children to
then. Yet we do not see the same results. Now that we are making
changes let us calmly and unanimously adjust the infant department
to the new basis. OQur original plan was to have but one establish-
ment for the children. I think we can now return to it with bene=
fit to both classes. There is a general feeling in favor of pla-
eing the infant§ under the same roof with the older children. The
infants will then have the advantage of being helped by the older

children, snd the older children the advantage of taking some care



of those more helpless. Beyond that I propose to the mothers,

to the husbands of the mothers, and to all who love the Association,
that they consider the importance of allowing the Association to
carry out its principles unembarrassed by worldly feelings. The
esgsence is our principles is, that children cease to be private
property and become the property of the Association; and the true
way to manage them is, as soon as nature allows, to place them
under a system of general control. This plan has been carried

out with success in the case of the older children; we demand the
liberty to carry it out in respect to all the children...

I feel a certain respect for this tenacious philoprogenitive-
ness. It is mighty, and I respect anything that is mighty. It is
important to provide for it, and find a way to go along peacefully
with it. But intelligent philoprogenitiveness and blind philopro-
genitiveness are like fire and water, and if they try to occupy
the same ground, there will surely be hissing and explosion. Hence
if there any in the Association who cannot heartily join wus in this
movement, I propose that they occupy one of the old houses and take
their children with them. Let the two houses which the Associa-
tion has built be devoted to the principles of the Association.
There is an appropriateness in their having the 0ld and we the new,

It is not necessary to assume that there is no chance for
improvement in the children's department. If we have not perfect
confidenceé in the character and managenent of those in charge,
let us appeal to those who are responsible for their appointment.
Instead of talking in a way to disaffect the Association, or re-
sorting to private and unruly interference, make known the fault

in a8 quarter where it will be effectually stopped. Mr. Cragin and



I are open to complaint and disposed to see justice done.
My attachment to the principles we have published is such
that, if I found myself in an Association where there was no
reasonable prospect of advancing to an entire community, I would

quit at once.

THE CHILDREN.
BROOKLYN TALX AUGUST 12, 1850.

The unconverted children are the front rank of the Devil's
forces in the Comnmunity. We cannot expect uninterrupted develop-
ment so long as this outpost of the Devil is unconquered. It is
lproposed that Mr. Hamilton and Charlotte Miller go to Oneida and
undertake the spiritual education of the children.

Septenber 27, 1850.- Mrs. Skinner writes in the 0. C. Journal:

"There is a beautiful change going on among the children, a Bible
revival. Several new Bibles have lately been bought and disfribu—
ted among them, andi they are much interested in reading them. The
spirit of meekness and quietness have much increased since Mrs,
Cragin's visit, and I can feel in all my bones that pleasure-seek-

ing had a death-blow.

THE CAMPAIGN AMONG THE CHILDREN.

NOVEMBER 24, 1850.

Jo. H. No.- When Mr. Hamilton and Charlotte Miller were last
here, the older children were much on my mind. Discipline and
sincerity had worked their way through the other classes in the

Association, but when we reached the older boys amd girls a wall
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rose up against us. This has been the difficulty from the
beginning. The children have been within the family circle,

yet not to any great extent under the Commnunity spirit; and I
proposed to Mr., Hamilton and Charlotte Miller that they return

to Oneida with a special commission to carry the Cpmmunity gpirit
through that elass. I foresaw that the hardest conflict would
come on precisely the same point as in the case of older persons,
the relation of the sexes. Therefore my plan has been to devise
some method by which the church could get the lead of the children,
and thus let in upon them whatever good influences are coming down
from heaven upon us.

There are two guiding principles which can be applied at once
to the children. One is that the spirit amd actions of persons
‘must be brought out into the light where they can be criticised.
The other is that there shou