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TO NEW YORK

with Phoebe Snow

The Student's Favorite Route

The Road that is Always Ready With
its Fast Special Trains to Safely and
Quickly Transport you Between

Ithaca and New York

The Road of Anthracite



Brown & Delavan
Welcome the 'boys ' back

We are fully established
and equipped in our new
store and feel justified in
saying we have one of the
most modern and com-
plete jewelry stores in
this section,,

Wedding, Anniversary and Birthday Gifts
are easily chosen from our stock and at
prices that are most attractive.

Brown & Delavan
Jewelers

136 East State Street, next to Corner Book Store

THE CORNELL ERA

They’re Fine
for yer

Throat!

After rooting or when

Ye hae a cold—

SCOTMINTS

Hoot Mon Its Muckfe for a Nickel!
—5 cents

A New, Clean Cafeteria on Stewart Avenue

Where
Brown’s
Dog used

to be

But an
altogether
different
place

Well prepared and wholesome food served at moderate prices

Special rates for regular customers

F. A. GELLOW I"Echi™ltinfy
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tainly do, but I had to learn my lesson. | used

to drop in here, there and everywhere, hunting
for the place where a young fellow could find depend-
able goods and service. At last | found one place in
this town where things were right and sold right.
That's why | buy at Buttrick & Frawley’'s, 135 E.
State St., where | was introduced to Everwear, the
best thing in socks—and here’'s where | stop. Ever-
wear has that soft, silky texture and glossy sheen and
fine fit that raise a fellow’s respect for his feet.

DO I know quality goods when | see them? | cer-

For men and women, in pure thread silk, lisle and cotton;
children’s lisle and cotton. $1.00, 75c, 50c, 25c per pair.

Everything In Clothing and FurnishinEsY

BUTTRICK & FRAWL

134 East State Street Ithaca, New York
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| The Monarch Restaurant

"Branded as a Ruler of the Food Kingdom

Regular Meals and a la carte

All Kinds of Lunches Put Up for Picnickers and Auto-

mohilists. Special Dishes for After Theatre and Dances

SEA FOOD AND GAME IN SEASON
FRENCH PASTRY AND HOME COOKING

Quality, Service and Cleanliness Equal to the Best Hotels
At Moderate Prices Our Specialty. The First Meal

W ill Convince You

OPEN DAY ad NIGHT 204 East State Street
KEITH & SARES, Proprietors

C

n

THE NEW SHELLTEX

Shur-ons

Eye glasses and spectacles which you

have seen advertised, we (O Sb u n I IJ m tS r

carry in all styles
South Avenue, Rochester, New York

The Only First Class
American Plan Hotel
in the City

Rates: $2.50, $3.00 and $3.50

W||Son Op“Cal CO Telephone and Running Water in Every Room

150 Rooms, 50 with Bath
Noon Lunch 50 Cents, Best in Town

Ground Floor State Street
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The Snoke of the U. S. A.

snappy pirited taste of “Bull” Durham in a ciga-
. quick-stepping, head-up-and-chest-out
feeling of the live, virile Man in Khaki. He smokes “Bull”
Durham for the sparkle that's in it and the crisp, youthful
vigor he gets out of it
GENUINE

SMOKING TOBACCO

“Roll your own” with “ Bull” Durham and you
have a distinctive, satisfying smoke that can’t be
equalled by any other tobacco in the world.

In its perfect mildness, its smooth, rich mel-
nenN o low-sweetness and its aro- I

matic fragrance, “ Bull” J
-...Durham is unique. For n
Jpff the lastword in wholesome,  Jj]
w : healthful smoking enjoy- jji
J ment “roll your own” with  fii
nH “Bull” Durham.

THE AVERICAN TODACCO COVPANY
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— Why Quality = =

To some quality means very high priced goods, but with

the Co-op. it means the grade of goods necessary and

desirable for a certain class of work.

on that basis.
grade.

hold ink.

W e buy our goods

You need, we will say, paper of a certain
There may be cheaper paper, but it would not

Any changes in the prices this year, are only

such as are necessary to maintain the grade of goods, you

have been in the habit of buying.

Others Trade at the Co -0p.

MORRILL HALL

ESTABLISHED 1818

~L O 'I N G

MADISON AVENUE COR. FORTY'FOURTH STREET
NEW YORK

Telephone Murray Hill 8800

Fall Garments for Dress and Sporting W ear
Ready made or to Measure
Imported Furnishings, Hats and Shoes
English and French Novelties
Trunks, Bags and Leather Goods

The First Visit of Qur Representative
TO THE CLINTON HOUSE
will be on November 3rd and 4th

A copy 0f OUr New 1nustrated Cataloguejust off

the press will be mailed to anyone mentioning

BOSTON BRANCH
149 Tremont Street

NEWPORT BRANCH
220 Bellevue Avenue

ON THE CAMPUS

As a confection
it is delicious,
as a food it is
absolutely pure,
wholesome and
nutritious.

bzéker S
as Sweet
ocolate

is just the right combination
of high-grade cocoa, sugar and

vanilla to please the taste
MADE ONLY BY

| Walter Baker&Co lelted

| Establlshed 1780 DORCHESTER, MASS.

Caraﬁ
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The A. & B. Stores, Inc.

PLAN FOR STUDENTS

N order to better serve the Students we

have changed our location to 411 Col-

lege Ave. With this change we have
added a new and complete stock of Ath-
letic Goods, Stationery, Jewelry, Elec-
trical Goods, Tobacco, Felt and Leather
Goods, Framed Pictures, Newspapers and
Periodicals.

Our Cash Register Slips Are Worth
5% ofTheir Value in Cash or Trade

We do not believe in making large
profits and so sell better goods than do most
stores. You like the goods which give sat-
isfaction. You will find pleasant salesmen
to wait on you quickly. We are pleased to
serve you.

THE A. & B. STORES,

411 College Avenue
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Our Readers and Advertisers

Wil be pleased to lear

1. That our spring subscription cam-
paign netted us a 250% increase over our
past record.

2. That this issue contains more half-
tone pictures than have ever before been
printed in any one issue of the ERA.

3. That though some college magazines
at times give reduced rates to certain ad-
vertisers, the ERA carries no “cut-rate
advertisements.”

4. That this issue contains 96 pages
which is more than the ERA has ever
printed before.

5. That 300 more copies have been
printed of this number than of any pre-
vious issue.

6. That this issue contains 8 2-3 pages
more advertising than any other issue the
ERA has ever published in the 48 years of
her existence.

This 1s a Record lIssue

1916-17 is to be an all around record year

We are going to run more pictures, mere interesting articles, better

stories and poetry than ever before.

You will enjoy the ERA. You will

need the ERA. Our subscription rate is only $2.00 or $1.50 if paid before

Nov. 15th.

Be sure and get also a copy of ‘ Above Cayuga’'s Waters,” the

ERA book. The price of this is $1.00, but with a subscription to the ERA

it is only 50c additional.

Do not Fail to Subscribe

Sign with a Solicitor, or
Write us a Postcard

222 East State Street
ITHACA, N. Y.
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Here's a Store

thatmeans much to you

/I~ANLY the newcomer to Cornell needs

to be told this. Here is a live or-
ganization devoted ENTIRELY to the
study of the University man’s tastes and
requirements in clothes and haberdash-
ery—its position is unique. The best
looms and makers in the world, here
and abroad, are represented in our won-
derful showing of Fall apparel.

Suits Overcoats Raincoats
Hats Caps
Riding and Golf Clothes

Imported and
Domestic Haberdashery

This is essentially "your store". Use it.

Your interests are the first, last and only
consideration here.

Wells-Shannon Co

"On Ithaca’s principle corner”




Photo by Troy

A Rainy Day on the Campus
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Editor for this issue, P. D. Flanner

It is expected that the ERA should
extend a welcome to the freshmen

who are now entering this institu-
tion for the first time. But the trite
words of ordinary

The New
Cornellians

greeting fail, somehow,
to express the real wel-
come which we feel.
The reason is that nothing, no words
of ours, can quite express it. For it
Is a welcome mixed with a hopeless
desire to give to the freshmen advice
which nothing but the experience of
college itself can give. Books filled
with sage homilies on how to make
the most of a college course would be
of no avail. There is no doubt that if
a man could understand at the be-
ginning of college as he does at the
end, he could grasp its opportunities
in a way in which most of us, un-
fortunately, cannot. But he cannot.

15

It does not follow, however, that
there is not a more and a less iIn
college life, that because one cannot
plan his course with perfect wisdom,
he should go through college without
planning at all. This aimlessness is
a stamp of American college men. It
is often seen, for instance, in the rea-
sons which men give for taking cer-
tain courses: “Prof. So-and-so is
easy” or “That three hours is a gift!”
Just as if the degree were the real

thing instead of the symbol! Of
searching for and following ideals,

of correlating the present with the
future, of striving to reach a goal
which grows ever more unattainable
as one’s horizon enlarges there is
ivoefully little! The man who cool-
ly reasons out what he wants to get
from his college, and then plans his
vocations and his avocations in ac-
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cordance is conspicuous by his ab-
sence. He is the man, however, who
Is building in the future as well as in
the present, and he it is to whom the
future will look for leadership.
Whether he be an engineer or a so-
cialist, whether he be rich or poor,
he will be a man of power.

The world is too fine a thing, es-
pecially in these days, to be taken in
the happy-go-lucky spirit.

In the strange plague of infantile
paralysis which has fallen upon the
country, there is a very present afflic-
tion for us all. Many Cornellians,

no doubt, have suf-
The Plague fered the loss of
friends or relatives,

and to these the ERA extends her
deepest sympathy. Others feel the
epidemic only as a vicarious sorrow,
much as we feel the European War,
realizing into how many homes it has
brought the deepest grief and suf-
fering.

Looking at the epidemic from a
less personal point of view, however,
we see in it an evidence of the recent
progress of medical science, for it
gives us by its very frightfulness a
new realization of the sufferings
which our grandfathers had to bear,
and which we are, in these days,
usually spared. The following ex-
tracts from the unpublished memoirs
of Mr. William Henry Willcox tells of
a New York epidemic in days when
the city was visited periodically by
plagues worse in proportion than the
present one and quite as little under-
stood :

“In 1832 there was a fearful panic
over the coming of Asiatic cholera.

Grass was seen growing up between
the cobble stones in the streets. * * *
I remember walking down Broad-
way one day about two o’clock in the
afternoon and meeting only one or
two persons between Canal Street
and the City Hall. * * * Every
night the Mead carts’ could be heard
rumbling over the pavements to
gather up the uncoffined bodies of
those who had died during the day
and dump them into trenches in
Totters Field. ”

Everyone is watching the Cornell
football team this season with un-
usual interest. It bids fair to prove
the most important season since the
beginning of football at
Cornell. For this season
will show whether last
season’s championship
was a temporary flash or the in-
auguration of a period of real foot-
ball success. All of us here at Cor-
nell who are close to the team and
know its spirit have faith in its abil-

Football
This Fall

ity to continue last year’'s suc-
cesses. We know Dr. Sharpe, his
methods of coaching, and the diffi-

culties he has successfully overcome,
and we canot but believe that Cornell
has become a permanent factor to be
reckoned with in football champion-
ships.

Our coming game with Harvard
will mean much. This year there
can be no talk of a surprise victory,
or of a game of secondary import-
ance. A victory or a closely con-
tested match will underline Cornell’s
proclamation of last season that she
has come to the top in football.

The spirit on the field is fine.
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Every man is “right after” the cham-
pionship. The spirit in the univer-
sity must back them up, must make
up to them for the lateness of their
start.

It is not improbable that the ver-
dict of history will mark the coming
presidential election as one of the
most important events in the history

of the country. It will
A Duty to decide the kind of man
Politics and the kind of ad-

ministration which will
have to handle the great problems of
reconstruction. The crises succeed-
ing the European War may be less
dramatic than those of the past few
years, but they will be as heavily
laden with consequences for the
future.

The fact that the ordinary student
cannot vote should be no objection
to his taking an intelligent interest
in the election. As a matter of fact
it often seems to do so. Many stu-
dents feel less responsibility to
politics than to the World’'s Cham-
pionship Series. This is a heavy in-
dictment of a government based up-
on intelligent public opinion, for
where should one expect to find this
responsibility if not in the colleges
where men are learning to be valu-
able citizens?

It may seem early to begin dinning
“music” in the ears of the wunder-
graduates. Usually this cry is not
raised until the annual exhortation

to the purchase of tickets
Music for the Festival. And yet
if music is at that time—
as it invariably is—*“one of the fine

things of life, for which men come to
college,” it is no less so in the autumn
when courses are being laid out.

The ERA feels that it may be do-
ing a service to some of its readers
by calling attention to an excellent
course given last year by the depart-
ment of music under the name “His-
tory and Appreciation of Music”.
This course is entirely popular in
nature, but we feel that many stu-
dents who would enjoy it have over-
looked it, due to the fact that the an-
nouncement appears only in a group
of courses most of which are tech-
nical.

“Far Above Cayuga’'s Waters” is
now before the public. The ERA is
proud to present it both because we
are convinced of its excellence and

value as a book, and be-
The Era cause it is in a sense the
Book culmination of nearly

half a century of pub-
lishing, the cream, as it were, of all
that the ERA has done, Many of
our friends and advisors have com-
mented favorably on the fact that it
was possible to compile an entire
book of worthy selections from our
earlier volumes. We, also, are proud
of the fact, but we cannot forget that
it is, after all, only a milestone of
progress. Another fifty years, we
hope, will see us in the possession of
an even richer and more fascinating
collection of contributions.

The ERA takes pleasure in an-
nouncing the election to the editorial
board of Peter Vischer, '19, and Ran-
dall J. LeBoeuf, Jr., '19.



A VIEW OF A COMPLETED PORTION OF THE UNIVERSITY DORMITORIES
ON THE LIBRARY SLOPE



College Driftwood—Some Plain Words to Students

BY PrOFESSOR s. P. ORTH

A few years ago | asked the Sec-
retary of a German Labor Union,
who had visited our country and was
an unusually keen observer, what
most impressed him about American
life. He answered: “You are a na-
tion of jumping jacks. You jump
from one trade to another without
any plan or forethought. With you,
a young fellow looks for a job, not
a trade. When he loses his job he
looks for another. This shifting is
fairly easy until the man reaches
middle life, then it is a tragedy. We,
on the other hand, train a man for
a position, not a job. Here in Ger-
many, if a lad becomes a grocer’s
helper he becomes a grocer, and once
a grocer always a grocer.”

There is enough truth in this ob-
servation to make it cogent. We
are, more or less, a republic of
aimless individuals, of drifters and
opportunists. Every one knows men
who have been in a dozen different
kinds of business: or who have
tried their hand at all sorts of jobs.
| suppose that in a new country this
sort of social and economic shift-
lessness is natural. For the pressure
of skill is not so great, and new op-
portunities smile on the alert every
day.

But the days of aimless America
have been numbered. The lessons of
national concentration and individ-
ual co-operation which Europe is
now teaching, must be heeded by us,
and the young men now in college
must participate and lead in our na-
tional readjustment. A nation can-

19

not “find itself”, as the Germans
say, until its citizens have found
themselves.

However, our colleges are them-
selves the nation in miniature. They
reflect faithfully our national char-
acteristics, and there is just as much
aimless drifting here as anywhere.
Why are you in college? | suppose
you have never asked yourself this
guestion. The general opinion is
that young people go to college to get
an education, as they might get
measles during an epidemic, or re-
ligion during a revival: that they
are to get this education for some
vague, ulterior benefit, just as hav-
ing measles makes you immune from
taking them again, or *“getting re-
ligion” operates as a sort of insur-
ance policy against possible future
contingencies. This popular concep-
tion endows education with some
mystic potency which is supposed to
work miracles for the beneficiary,
when, of course, we know there is no
mystery in it at all.

Assuming always that you know
how to study, a rather monstrous as-
sumption, there are just two essen-
tials to this education: something to
study and somebody to do the study-
ing. You need not leave home to
find either of these. You came to
college because here are certain fa-
cilities that aid you in getting at the
facts, and because here you are en-
veloped in an invigorating atmo-
sphere that stimulates the personal-
ity as well as the brain.

The college endeavors to help you,
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not only with laboratories and lib-
raries, but by arranging the subjects
of study in courses, and the choice of
these courses is up to you. Here
comes the first great temptation to
drift. Here are bewildering lists of
courses and the student may drift
from one realm of learning to an-
other : nibble the tender buds of gen-
eral courses in a dozen different
fields.

You may acquire a varied vocab-
ulary and some entertainment by
committing yourself to this colle-
giate drifting among easy and gen-
eral courses, but you do not acquire
an education. You must get under
the surface to get at the facts. To
do this you must dig not drift: you
need a spade, not a spoon.

Our colleges are largely to blame
for this condition. They offer too
many courses for the undergraduate.
Many of these courses overlap each
other and many of them are entirely
unrelated. The a la carte allure-
ments tempt the aimless youth to
deserts and entrees. The table
d'hote plan of 30 years ago was more
nourishing.

Getting something to study is,
therefore, not merely selecting a lot
of courses at random. It involves
definiteness, aim, ambition. But the
average student comes to college
without any such precise aim. He
has not chosen a profession or call-
ing. In fact a great many young
men expect that their college course
will awaken definite interests; they
go to college to get an aim.

There is a good deal to be said in
favor of this mental attitude. A
cautious young man would not

choose a profession without taking
careful inventory of his aptitudes
and preferences. But he cannot
make this discovery by a hit or miss
selection of courses. He would not
be silly enough to determine to be-
come a lawyer because he happens to
like a little course in elementary law,
or a physician because he got a good
grade in physiology or a sculptor be-
cause he enjoyed classical arche-
ology! Nor does he come to college
primarily to make these discoveries.
He is here for mental discipline
and for getting a point of view.

It is this discipline, the mobiliza-
tion of your mental powers, that will
be the foundation of your success in
life. This discipline you can get in
college only by hard, persistent, well
directed work. It is true that you
will get a whole lot out of college by
mental and personal osmosis. This
iIs the legitimate by-product of your
college years. But in the long run,
what you actually get out of college
will be measured directly by the
amount of aim and energy you put
into it. You will not get very strong
by intellectual drifting from one gen-
eral course to another. It will neith-
er harden your muscle nor strength-
en your purpose.

But there is not merely the drift-
ing in your college studies that tends
to make your four years here 50%
years instead of 100% years. There
is an appalling waste of extra hours
slipping under the arches of oppor-
tunity. Probably not over two-
thirds of your day is actually taken
up with your studies. Some stu-
dents, naturally, put in a great deal
more; many others, as naturally, a
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great deal less. The rest of your
time may be devoted to athletics, de-
bating, music, competitions of var-
lous kinds, and all that maze of “out-
side work” which forms part of the
discipline of a modern university. To
a few students their college course
Is nearly all “outside” and very lit-

tle “inside. To another small por-
tion, equally unfortunate, it is all
“Inside” and no “outside.” To a

large majority it is some of each.

Now, what are you doing with this
extra time? You ought to get just
as much out of it as you do out of
your lecture room and laboratory
time. You must, of course, get your
physical exercise and amusement
out of it. | hope you get plenty of
both. Then, if you are so minded,
you go in for a definite competition,
in athletics or literary work. Any
worthy object, definitely chosen, and
enthusiastically and faithfully car-
ried out, will put a surplus value on
your four years in college.

But the majority of the students
don't go in for anything definite in
such outside subjects. They have no
plan, no ambition for their surplus
hours. They merely drift. | have
been amazed at the lack of ginger, or
ambition, among the students in this
matter. During the four years |
have been in Cornell I have been four
times on committees to judge in var-
lous prize competitions, provided for
by gifts to the university. Two out
of these four times, there were no
papers handed in worthy of a prize.
A third time, the committee were
divided as to whether any of the
papers were worthy of recognition.
Only once in these four competi-

tions, whose awards are in cash, was
an essay handed in that a committee
could agree upon as really worth
while and in none of these prize com-
petitions were more than four pa-
pers produced.

What are the students at Cornell
doing with their surplus time? They
are surely not all on the athletic field
or the inlet or in the “Star,” or in
public lectures all the time! The
bald truth is that there is a shameful
extravagance in hours due to a lack
of aim, to an intellectual shiftless-
ness which none can justify. The
majority of the students simply do
not plan their courses, nor their
hours either for study, for recreation
or for outside activities.

There are various things you can
do with these hours. | suggest one:
that you plan a definite course of
reading and during these four years
in college read those books which
every cultured gentleman should
know, but which, after you are out
of college, you will find but spare
leisure to enjoy.

An experienced lawyer, who was
a great reader with an uncanny
memory, once told me that he had
made a wide inquiry, which led him
to conclude that not half of Amer-
ican business or professional men
read one substantial book a year, un-
less they had formed the habit of
reading before they were thirty
years old.

Now is your time for forming this
habit. You have more hours for
general reading now than you will
have when you face the actual bread
and butter needs of later years. |

(Continued on page 59)
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Early Prospects of the Season

By DANIEL A. REED, "98

A moment’s reflection by any loyal
Cornellian should reveal the unique
position in which the coaches, team,
and undergraduate body are placed
as the season of 1916 opens.

We are handicapped by a late start,
for the season is already upon us. In
less than a week from the opening of
college we must be prepared to play
Williams, a strong team. And in less

Photo by Troy
Right Tackle

Gillies,
than three weeks from the opening
the Big Red Team will meet Harvard
at Cambridge.

The outlook is good as far as the
material is concerned. Of this there
IS no question. But after all an out-
look does not mean a great deal. A
successful season is what we want.
The coaches and team have begun

hard earnest work—work that points
toward success.

But if we are to have success we
need the undivided support of the
student body from the beginning.
This is more largely true now than in

any past year, because of the late
start.

Obviously now, if ever, this sup-
port must be spontaneous. It must
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be quickly gathered for the success
of the 1916 season will depend ma-
terially on its spontaneousness. This
one fact all undergraduates must
thoroughly realize as we begin the
season.

It is true that we are going to miss
the veterans who were lost to us by
graduation in 1915. Barrett, Cool,
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Collins, Shelton, Jamieson of the first
team and Snyder, from the second
team are men whose places are go-
ing to be hard to fill.

More particularly is this true of
“Chuck” Barrett and “Gibby” Cool,
for the material now on hand shows
promise of filling creditably the posi-
tions left vacant by the others. The
two principal problems seem to be
at center and at quarterback. How-
ever, in the latter position we have

wing of last year’s varsity, and Ryer-
son and Zander are the principal
candidates.

As to my own men, the linemen,
there is one point above all others
that | can emphasize. To date they
have shown better form for this time
of year than in any season since |
began coaching at Cornell. This is
very gratifying. The fact that all
men who reported or whom we had
in view are eligible and in the pink

Flower, Harvard, coming through Colby’s left wing for a 10 yd. gain in Harvard’s

first game of the season.

Bretz from the 1919 freshman team
and Shiverick, regular half back of
the 1915 varsity as possible candi-
dates. In the backfield Captain Muel-
ler at fullback, Haucke, Benedict,
and Shiverick, a strong and clever
trio of half backs, are working out
finely in their positions.

The ends, Coach Van Orman in-
forms me, are showing up well in the
early drills. Eckley, regular right

Harvard won 10-0.

of condition is a factor from which
one can certainly draw great en-
couragement.

I shall, of course, miss *“Gibby”
Cool, Jamieson and Snyder. But the
others have all returned. Promising
candidates are Gillies, right tackle;
Anderson, right guard; Miller, left
guard from the 1915 team; Brown,
center; Jewett, left tackle, and Tilley

(Continued on page 59)
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Cornell Traditions

BypEAN A. W. SMITH, '78

In his address at the first opening
of Stanford University, President
Jordan said: “We are hallowed by
no traditions; we are hampered by
none.”

It is true that traditions may en-
rich and glorify a human institution,
and it is also true that they may
check and dwarf it. Thus the pro-
gress of an instituion depends in
part upon its power to cherish hal-
lowing traditions and to do away
with hampering ones.

Cornell was founded by two men
who had the will and the power to
break with old, outworn things in
education, and to establish new, vital
things fitting the greater future they
foresaw. Much that they swept
away is gone forever; many things
that they brought have become tradi-
tions for the present and the future.

Thus Cornell from the start has
been a place where traditions in high-
er things have been called to ac-
count; where, if they were to en-
dure, they must show their power to
help or hallow human life.

But also in the simpler things of
everyday student life, in manners
and customs, this same spirit has
prevailed; no tradition could stay at
Cornell merely by reason of its ori-
gin, but only because of its worth;
but many fine traditions have dis-

appeared being outgrown in the
growth of the University.
The changes at Cornell since its

first decade have been more radical
than during the same time in older
institutions; for at Cornell it has
been a growth from infancy to full
maturity.

In those first years the wise rad-
icalism of Mr. Cornell and Mr. White
attracted not only wise radicals to
the student class, but also unwise
radicals; with these strong ones and
erratic ones, others of us came who
were nearer the human average in
mind and manners, attracted by var-
lous considerations; my own case will
serve to illustrate this. My high-
school principal was a classically
trained man who wished me to enter
his college; I was almost persuaded
when a schoolmate told me of his
brother who at Cornell received in-
struction, among other things, in
machine-shop work. The classical
college dropped at once out of sight
and | came to Ithaca, led by kindly
fate.

Some came to study biological
science, lured perhaps by the great
name of Agassiz, and worked hard
and went forth to bring honor to
themselves and to Cornell; others
came to hear Mr. White’'s or Gold-
win Smith’s inspiring lectures in
History; while others sought the new
learning in Agriculture that was
to transform American life. But
whencesoever we came and what-
ever the compelling motive, we were,
In the seventies, a great democratic
family. There were about five or
six hundred of us and we really
knew each other; while now one may
go through four years in one of the
larger colleges without knowing
one’s classmates.

In early days the north and south
halls of Morrill and White, above the
first floor, were fitted up for dormi-
tories. Thus there were 48 suites
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each accommodating two or more
men. The rents were very low and
thus the *“Hillians” as they were
called, were those who shunned
luxury because they must.

Last fall when |1 went into the new
Residential Halls, my memory went
back to the cruder early times, and
my heart went out thankfully to Mr.
Boldt and Mr. Baker through whom
all this beauty and comfort and re-
finement have come to Cornell stu-
dent life. We of the old time were
our own janitors and chambermaids.
We fed tons of coal into “base-
burner” stoves that warmed us
grudgingly and produced ashes be-
yond all reason; our midnight oil was
more prolific of smoke and smell than
of illumination, and we had no pro-
phetic vision of tungsten lamps. Yet
I remember much happiness and ef-
fective hard work there, and 1 do
not believe that stronger, finer friend-
ships can be formed in the new Resi-
dential Halls than came to me in the
old White Hall dormitory.

One window of my room looked
out toward McGraw Hall where the
department of Agriculture was then
housed; and on certain afternoons a
student came and stood before a
window there while she made archi-
tectural drawings; Bm sure no lov-
lier picture will ever be seen out of
Baker windows. | realized suddenly
the other day the lapse of time when
I noticed that a large tree had grown
up between those windows of White
and McGraw Halls.

In the old days the “Hillians” on
whom fate had smiled took meals
luxuriously at Sage College at $4.50
a week; while others found plainer

fare at lower price at the “Struggle
Club,” the “Hotel de Gorge” or at
“Boss” Keith’'s shack in the old
orchard. There were even those who
took only three club dinners a week,
building necessary muscle and nerve
cells meanwhile out of oatmeal mush
and milk. | know that there are
many who live as plainly as this even
now, and | honor, though I do not
envy them; but I know also that the
standard has risen and that there is
more comfort and luxury now than
in the old time.

I never attend a modern ban-
guet with its dress suits, its more or
less careful service and its toasts and
entertainers, but that I think of the
Annual “Hill Banquets” where the
“Hillians” came together for plain
feeding and high talking. If one
had appeared there in a dress suit he
would have been hooted out in scorn
and derision; a feature of these ban-
guets was always a song by “Old Un-
cle Josh” Hurst, the janitor of Mc-
Graw Hall; this certainly proves the
democratic character of the occa-
sions. The modern banquets are
more luxurious and perhaps more
refined, but the Hill banquets were
good fun.

“Old Uncle Josh” shovelled coal
into the furnace that heated the
library, then in McGraw Hall; his
deepest grief resulted from the open-
ing of library windows. | met him
one day and he pointed tearfully to
an open window and said, “See,
they’re trying to heat up the campus
again!”  Sometimes | wonder if Un-
cle Josh’s disembodied spirit still
hovers near watching the library
windows lest they be opened.



28 THE CORNELL ERA

But the majority of students lived
in the town; fraternities had quar-
ters in rooms above the business
places of State, Tioga, and Aurora
Streets. There was but one way to
get up the hill, and that was afoot;
it is true that a few aged omnibuses
were hauled occasionally up Buffalo
or Seneca Street by infirm, slow
horses; but these were for old and in-
firm people; everybody else walked
and gained vigor and health.

Since the center of student life was
in the town the military drill took
place in a large open space called
“Willow Avenue/' just north of Cas-
cadilla creek and just west of Cay-
uga Street, though a squad of “Hil-
lians” drilled on the campus.

Willow Avenue was the meeting
place for all out-of-doors student
events. Here in the early fall fresh-
men met sophomores in the “cane
rush,” a violent struggle between
all the able-bodied men of the two
classes to do something that couldn't
be done; nevertheless great good re-
sulted for a large body of young men
were tired to the verge of exhaustion
and their youthful autumnal desire
to do something violent was com-
pletely satisfied.

But the real manifestation of the
spirit of red-blooded youth at Cor-
nell in the seventies was in the old-
fashioned football games. It was
not the exclusive modern game where
only twenty-two carefully trained
men might play; anyone could come
in; the more the merrier. I've seen
games where all the well men in
two classes opposed each other; one
great, furious rabble! The ball was
of rubber, approximately spherical,

the kind that children play with now.
When by reason of leakage the ball
grew flabby, the umpire called “time"
and screwed a little brass tube in the
ball valve and blew air out of his
lungs till the wrinkles all disap-
peared ; meanwhile players used the
welcome interval to rest and pump
air into their overworked lungs.

The ball was kicked off and the
whole crowd surged after it; | can’t
remember that anyone played any
particular positon; each player fol-
lowed his own will as far as he was
able; he who made a fair catch might
back off clear of the crowd for a fair
trick; no one might carry the ball; it
could only be advanced by kicking or
striking it. The goal posts were four
trees that chance had caused to grow
at the ends of the field. It was a game
of little science, much noise and great
violence.

I like the modern game of football;
I believe it is a very fine discipline
for control, readiness and effective
accomplishment; but to exercise
about a hundred untrained men to
the blood-tingling, panting, heart-
thumping state; to promote acquaint-
ance and friendship, and democracy;
and to cultivate a fine group spirit |
have never known anything like