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New Lasers Change Surgery At Cornell

T hanks to funding from  the Join t A lum ni-Faculty 
C om m ittee for U nrestricted A lum ni Funds and 
a $20,000 gift from  Mr. & Mrs. W illiam  Enten- 

m ann, clinicians in the Teaching H ospital w ill soon have 
a carbon dioxide surgical laser available for their use. A r
rangem ents have also been m ade for the loan o f a second 
laser, a continuous w ave YA G  laser. The lasers w ill be 
used cooperatively  by surgeons in the Sm all A nim al and 
Large A nim al Clinic.

The laser's com paratively recent arrival on the veterinary 
m edical scene m eans that its capabilities in com panion 
anim al surgery have not yet been fully determ ined. A c
cording to Dr. Jay H arvey, a surgeon in the Sm all A nim al 
Clinic, the laser could be especially useful in cancer sur
gery. In cancer o f the oral cavity  and skin tum ors, for ex
am ple, the laser beam  could be m icrofocused on very 
sm all spots for extrem ely precise cutting or tissue re
moval. The laser m ay also have applications in liver 
surgery, w here the control o f bleeding (hem ostasis) is 
vital; laser activity at the surgical site can seal blood 
vessels less than 0.6 m m  in diam eter.

Drs. A lan N ixon, N orm and D ucharm e, and Richard 
H ackett anticipate m any uses for the laser in large-anim al 
surgery. Dr. N ixon, w ho is studying the treatm ent of 
equine jo int and tendon diseases, w ill be able to reach pre
viously inaccessible areas in jo ints since the laser can 
literally go around corners, w ith the help of a series o f m ir
rors. The laser, w ith its hem ostatic properties, is espe
cially useful for resecting synovial m em brane and ad
hesions inside the jo ints and tendon sheaths w ith a m ini
m um  of bleeding. Both Dr. H ackett and Dr. D ucharm e 
see great possibilities for the laser in w ound m anagem ent.
W hen a laser is focused on tissue, interstitial and intracel
lu lar w ater absorbs the light in the far infrared range. That 
m akes the w ater in the cells boil and convert into super
heated steam , destroying the cells' m em branes. Since 
m icroorganism s are also destroyed by the laser, infected 
w ounds are sterilized as the surgeon rem oves tissue.
O ther applications include the rem oval o f granulation 
tissue and skin tum ors in horses, oronasal tum or rem oval, 
and relief of upper airw ay obstructions such as enlarged 
or infected laryngeal cartilages. Finally, hum an patients 
with incisions and dissections m ade by lasers seem  to ex
perience less postoperative pain; the sam e benefit is ex
pected for anim al patients.

Dr. Alan Nixon (left) and Dr. Earl Gaughan 
discuss the approach for surgery in the fetlock 
of a horse. Inside the fetlock joint (inset photo) the 
laser probe vaporizes an abnormal soft tissue growth.



Cornell Veterinarian:
New Editor Plans Changes

Tuna Fish Diet:
Not the Cat's meow

/ i N l

Dr. Maurice White

D r. M aurice W hite, associ
ate professor of clinical 
sciences at the C ollege of 

V eterinary M edicine, at C ornell, 
has been nam ed the new  editor of 
the Cornell Veterinarian. Dr. W hite 
succeeds Dr. Lennart K rook w ho is 
stepping dow n after sixteen years 
as editor. The C ornell V eterinarian 
is recognized as a leading periodi
cal for the veterinary m edical pro
fession and has been published 
under the sam e nam e for a longer 
period of tim e than any other 
A m erican veterinary journal.

A ccording to the journal's new 
editor, the strength of the C ornell 
V eterinarian has been the excellent 
and eclectic w ork featured in its 
pages. "W e're  driven by the inter
ests of readers and researchers," 
says Dr. W hite, "and  I hope it will 
stay that way. But to increase the 
scope of the journal, I'd  like to add 
scientific editorials, opinions of in
dividuals on scientific topics." A 
change that could enlarge the jour
nal's scope has already been intro
duced. Dr. W hite has form ed an 
expanded editorial board, w ith 
m em bers at nearly all the m ajor

N orth A m erican veterinary institu
tions. H e w ill continue the rigorous 
peer review  every m anuscript re
ceives but at the sam e tim e he plans 
to involve m ore o f those he calls the 
"enthusiastic younger review ers" 
around the country. The editorial 
advisory board 's task is to help iden
tify those reviewers.

The C ornell V eterinarian began 
publication in 1911 at the C ollege of 
V eterinary M edicine at Cornell. 
Published sem iannually at first, the 
journal w as a m eans o f com m uni
cating am ong the students, faculty 
m em bers and the alum ni o f the col
lege. It w as expanded to a quarterly 
in 1914. Past editors have included 
m em bers of the C ollege's original 
fa cu lty : V. A. M oore, P. A. Fish and 
D .H .U d all. Since 1939, w hen Dr. D.
H. U dall relinquished the editor's 
position, Drs. A. G. Danks, P. P. 
Levine, Jam es M. M urphy, D. W . 
Brunner, C harles R ickard, and m ost 
recently Lennart K rook have served 
as editors.

Dr. W hite takes on editorial respon
sibilities in addition to his clinical 
and teaching com m itm ents. Dr. 
W hite is an am bulatory clinician in 
the college's Teaching H ospital and 
lectures in selected D .V.M . program  
core courses. H e is also the devel
oper o f C O N SU LTA N T, a system  
for com puter-assisted differential 
diagnosis and one of the first diag
nostic data bases available for w ide
spread use in hum an or veterinary 
m edicine. Five schools o f veteri
nary m edicine are now  licensed to 
use the data base and the program  
w hich are also being used in alm ost 
250 private practices. C O N SU LT
A N T contains inform ation on nearly 
six thousand diseases of dogs, cats, 
horses, cattle, sheep, goats, and 
swine.

I
n one of the first reports of be
havioral effects produced by a 
com m ercial cat food, research
ers at C ornell's C ollege of V eteri

nary M edicine have concluded that 
cats fed a tuna fish diet are less 
playful and active than beef-fed cats. 
The fish-fed cats also vocalize less 
and spend m ore tim e eating.

The research w as conducted by Dr. 
K atherine H oupt, an associate pro
fessor of physiology at the College; 
Dr. Donald J. L isk of C ornell U ni
versity 's Toxic C hem icals Labora
tory, Linda Essick, a veterinary stu
dent at C ornell, and Eve Shaw , now 
a student at the A tlantic V eterinary 
College. They studied six m ale and 
six fem ale six w eek-old kittens, half 
of w hom  w ere fed a com m ercial 
red-m eat tuna exclusively for 188 
days, w hile the other half ate a com 
m ercial beef ration. Behavioral ob
servations began w hen the cats w ere 
six m onths old. The results w ere 
published in the Jo u r n a l o f  T o x ico l

o g y  a n d  E n v iro n m e n ta l  H e a lth , 24 
(1988):161-72.

A lthough there have been studies 
o f cats fed fish w ith added m ercury 
com pounds, this is the first report 
of behavioral effects produced by  a 
com m ercial cat food. The research
ers suspect that the changes in the 
cats’ behavior m ight be traced to the 
toxic effects of a chem ical such as 
m ercury. M arine fish such as tuna 
contain appreciable concentrations 
of m ercury in the form  of m ethyl 
m ercury, a neurotoxin that crosses 
the blood-brain barrier of consum 
ers o f the fish. It has been reported 
that cats fed 46 |xg of m ercury per 
kilogram  body w eight daily devel
oped a m inim al nonprogressive 
n eu ro log ical d efic it a fter sixty  
weeks. Dr. H oupt cautions that her 
study is not a toxicological study. 
" I t  c a n n o t b e  sa id  w ith  
certain ty ,"she explains, "th a t the 
m ercury in the tuna fed to cats 
caused the observed behavioral 
effects; how ever, the significant cor- 
r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  b e h a v io ra l 
changes and brain m ercury levels 
lends support to this hypothesis."

V eterinary V iew points is published quarterly for friends and alumni of the 
College of Veterinary M edicine, a Statutory College of the State University of 
New York. Correspondence may be addressed to: Karen Redmond, Editor, 
Veterinary Viewpoints, College of Veterinary Medicine, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York 14853.

Cornell University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action educator and employer.

2



The Class of 1992

B etw een the deadline last N o
vem ber for applications to 
C ornell's C ollege o f V eteri

nary M edicine and the A pril m ail
ing of acceptance letters, there w ere 
probably som e anxious m om ents 
for the 457 applicants. In the end, 
eighty applicants — tw enty-three 
m en and fifty-seven w om en w ere 
adm itted to the college's class of 
1992 .

The m ajority, sixty-four, are from 
N ew  York State. Fifteen students 
com e from  contract states w ith N ew  
Jersey  sending a little under half of 
this num ber. The C lass o f 1992

proved that you d on 't have to at
tend Cornell as an undergraduate 
to be adm itted to C ornell's V eteri
nary C ollege; forty-four of the 
eighty-m em ber class graduated  
from  colleges in the SU N Y system , 
from  universities in nearly all the 
N ew  England and m id-A tlantic 
states, and from  private institutions 
including several in the Ivy League.

W ith a m ean age of 24.7, they are a 
slightly older class than in previous 
years. They'vehad roughly 4.8years 
of postsecondary education and 
their m ean score on the graduate 
record exam ination w as 1250. Their

m ean undergraduate grade point 
average w as a respectable 3.4.

A ll o f the m em bers o f the class of 
1992 have Bachelor o f Science or 
Bachelor of A rts degrees, and seven 
o f the students also have m aster's 
degrees. U ndergraduate degrees 
w ere earned in such areas as agri
culture, biochem istry , language, 
m ath, nursing, English, history, and 
psychology.

N um bers d on 't reveal everything 
about a class that includes a 
licensed anim al-health technician, 
several rock-clim bers, a form er lan
guage teacher, horse trainers and 
horse show  com petitors, an English

m ajor w ho concentrated on M ilton, 
another w ho likes R ussian authors, 
and a form er instructor at the City 
U niversity o f N ew  York. M any 
m em bers o f the class are raising 
children, dogs, and horses -- som e 
sim ultaneously. They all seem  to 
love to travel; m any speak tw o or 
three languages, and an am azing 
num ber have dem onstrable talent 
in at least one o f the fine arts.

W ith all their talent and potential, 
they're still eighty disparate souls, 
trying to cope w ith cam pus park
ing, laboratory partners, and the 
hectic life o f a veterinary student. In 
four short years, they 'll be m uch 
m ore. They'll be veterinarians.

Olafson Medal
in Veterinary Pathology Awarded

D r. Frank Bloom  has been 
a w a rd e d  th e  O la fso n  
M edal in V eterinary Pa

thology after nom ination by noted 
pathologists in the U nited States 
and selection by a panel o f faculty 
m em bers and advisers at the C ol
lege of V eterinary M edicine at C or
nell. The O lafson M edal is given in 
recognition of outstanding individ
ual com m itm ent by a pathologist 
w ithin the areas o f teaching, diag
nostic pathology and research, re
flecting Dr. Peter O lafson 's ow n 
dedication to and advancem ent of 
the field of veterinary pathology.

Dr. Frank Bloom , is recognized as 
one of the pioneer veterinary clin i
cal pathologists in the U nited States. 
H is interests ranged w idely in the 
investigation of canine and feline 
diseases. Dr. Bloom  w as the first 
veterinarian to encourage the use of 
bone m arrow  biopsy as a clinical 
diagnostic tool. H e w as the first 
pathologist to delineate and report 
tum ors of the m ast cells as a new  
neoplastic entity in dogs, the first to 
report p lasm a cell m yelom a in a do
m estic anim al, and the first to rec
ognize the changes that m ake up 
the extragenital lesions of canine 
pyom etra. H e is also the author of a 
book on the genito-urinary system  
of the dog and cat.

Dr. Bloom  is a 1930 graduate of

C ornell's C ollege of V eterinary 
M edicine and a form er pathology 
student o f Dr. Peter O lafson. He 
practiced in Flushing, Long Island 
from l933  to 1972. D uring m uch of 
this tim e, he w as affiliated w ith the 
N ew  York U niversity  C ollege of 
M edicine (now  the D ow nstate C ol
lege of M edicine) as an associate in 
the D epartm ent of Pathology. A f
ter retiring from  clinical practice, 
he headed the pathology depart
m ent at the H enry Bergh M em orial 
Hospital, ASPC A, in N ew  Y ork City, 
until 1974, then served as a consult
ing pathologist to tw o private labo
ratories and to the C ornell U niver
sity M edical C ollege until 1980.

Dr. Bendicht Pauli, chair of the pathology 
department, (photo I.) and Sigrid Olafson 
Farwell, daughter of Dr. Olafson, present 
the Olafson Medal to Dr. Frank Bloom.

Since that tim e he has rem ained 
active as consulting pathologist at 
the Papanicolaou C ancer Research 
Institute in M iam i, Florida, and as 
clinical professor of pathology at 
the U niversity of M iam i M edical 
College.

The official announcem ent of Dr. 
B loom 's aw ard w as m ade A ugust 
18th during the annual O lafson 
Short C ourse in Pathology, held 
A ugust 15 through 19th, 1988, at 
Cornell. A t that tim e, Dr. Bloom  
was presented w ith the O lafson 
M edal, a specially cast gold m edal 
w ith a bas-relief profile of Dr. 
O lafson.

The O lafson M edal in Pathology

Dr. Peter Olafson

w as born in 1897 in G ardar, N orth 
D akota. H e received his D octor of 
V eterinary M edicine degree from  
C ornell in 1926 and w as invited to 
jo in  the faculty o f the C ollege of 
V e te rin a ry  M ed icin e . In  1945 
O lafson w as appointed head of the 
departm ent o f pathology and bac
teriology, a position he held until 
his retirem ent tw enty years later.

Through his research and teaching, 
Dr. O lafson w as influential in shap
ing veterinary pathology in the

U nited States. H is publications es
tablished the etiology of hyperk
eratosis in cattle, defined bovine 
virus diarrhea, and pioneered in
vestigative w ork in bovine listeri
osis and in m uscular dystrophy in 
lam bs and calves. A  dedicated 
teacher, O lafson trained m any of 
today's leading pathologists. The 
O lafson M edal is sponsored by the 
D epartm ent of Pathology, C ollege 
o f V eterinary M edicine at Cornell, 
w ith support from  the fam ily, 
friends and form er students of Dr. 
Peter Olafson.
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Lowe Named Cornell Equine Extension Veterinarian
D r. John E. Low e has been 

nam ed the new  equine 
extension and field serv

ice veterinarian for the D iagnostic 
Laboratory, a unit of the C ollege of 
V eterinary M edicine at Cornell. Dr. 
Lowe leaves a position as director 
of the Equine Research Park at the 
college, w here he w as closely asso
ciated w ith ongoing equine research 
and w as instrum ental in prom oting 
service to the equine veterinarians 
o f the state.

A ccording to Dr. D onald Lein, di
rector o f the D iagnostic Laboratory, 
Dr. Low e now  takes on full 
responsibility for the equine field 
service, including the planning of 
extension program s for N ew  York 
State equine veterinary practitioners 
and their clients. In addition, Dr. 
Low e w ill prom ote the equine 
interests of the D iagnostic Labora
tory and of C ornell's C olleges of 
V eterinary M edicine and A gricul
ture and Life Sciences.

As the equine extension veterinar
ian, Dr. Low e w ill also investigate

Dr. John Lowe

equine disease outbreaks and prob
lem s, backed by the extensive diag
nostic and clinical facilities of the 
D iagnostic Laboratory and the C ol
lege of V eterinary M edicine. Dr. 
Low e has long been involved with 
efforts to safeguard the state's 
equine population against C onta
gious Equine M etritis and he w ill 
continue his involvem ent w ith the

m anagem ent and operation of the 
Contagious Equine M etritis Q uar
antine Station at the C ollege's 
Equine A nnex, w hich is the only 
facility o f its kind in N ew  York 
State.

Dr. Low e is a 1959 graduate of the 
C ollege of V eterinary M edicine at 
Cornell. H e joined the college's 
faculty in 1961 after com pleting a 
surgical internship and residency 
in the Teaching H ospital. He 
earned a m aster's degree in vet
erinary pathology and w as ap
pointed assistant professor of 
surgery in 1963. Dr. Low e has 
held the position of associate 
professor of surgery at Cornell 
since 1969 and w as director of 
C ornell's Equine Research Park 
from  1974 until 1988. H e has been 
involved w ith various aspects of 
equine research, from  locom otion 
studies w ith Dr. Stephen Roberts 
and nutrition studies w ith Drs. 
H erbert Schryver and H arold 
H intz to drug studies to control 
colic. Dr. Low e and Dr. Pam ela 
W ilkins are developing a m odel

Conference on Production Disease 
To Meet at Cornell in 1989

T he Seventh International 
Conference on Production 
D isease in Farm  A nim als 

w ill be held at C ornell U niversity 
Ju ly 2 5 th rou g h Ju ly 27 ,1989. Sched
uled betw een the annual m eeting 
of the A m erican V eterinary M edi
cal A ssociation (July 16 through 20 
in O rlando, Florida) and the joint 
m eeting of the A m erican D airy Sci
ence A ssociation and the A m erican 
Society for A nim al Science (July 31 
through A ugust 4 in Lexington, 
Kentucky) the conference is tim ed 
to draw  a record num ber of visitors 
from  the United States and abroad.

D uring the conference, the first Jack 
Payne M em orial Lecture on Pro

duction D iseases w ill be given. The 
speaker, Dr. W. Ian Reid, w ill pro
vide a historical perspective on pro
duction disease research as well as 
an overview  of current trends. Tw o 
additional speakers w ill address 
the socioeconom ic aspects of ani
m al biotechnology and the im por
tance of inform ation transfer in the 
m anagem ent and prevention of 
production disease. Keynote talks, 
posters, and papers w ill highlight 
the w ays in w hich num erous fac
to rs , in c lu d in g  s tre ss  d u rin g  
grow th, digestive abnorm alities, 
im m une status, m etabolic regula
tion, behavioral interactions, and 
abnorm alities related to m ineral nu
trition and m etabolism , affect

production disease. Speakers at 
the conference w ill include Drs. 
D. Baum an, R. Beilharz, J. Blum ,
C. Curtis, G. D irksen, D. G iesecke,
D. Rice, J. Roth and E. W atson.

T h e  O rg a n iz in g  C o m m itte e , 
chaired by Dr. Francis A. Kellfelz, 
w elcom es presentations and post
ers and solicits suggestions for 
w orkshops. For registration in
form ation please w rite to 
V llth  ICPD ,
D epartm ent o f C onference Serv
ices, Box 3 RPU,
Cornell U niversity,
Ithaca, N ew  York 14853-6401 
USA.

for strangulating intestinal obstruction, 
a com m on cause of colic, in order to 
evaluate the effectiveness o f various 
m edical treatm ents for the condition.

Dr. Low e is a m em ber of the A m erican 
V eterinary M edical A ssociation and 
the N ew  York StateVeterinary M edi
cal Society. For nine years he served as 
chairm an of the board of directors of 
the A m erican H orse Show s A ssocia
tion, and he is a m em ber of the N ew  
York State H orse Council. He serves 
on the executive board of the A m eri
can A ssociation of Equine Practi
tioners and is a frequent speaker at 
equine conferences and sem inars for 
both veterinarians and laym en.

Phi Kappa Phi Award
Honors Student

J ennifer K. Bull, class o f 1992, has 
been aw arded a $500 honorable 
m ention prize for graduate or pro
fessional study by the H onor So

ciety o f Phi Kappa Phi. She w as one of 
th ir ty  s tu 
d e n ts  s e 
lected for an 
aw ard from 
a group of 
183 of the na
t io n 's  o u t
standing col
lege g rad u 
ates.

Jennifer Bull '92

Ms. Bull earned her undergraduate in 
biology degree from  the R ochester In
stitute o f Technology. She has also 
been active in 4-H  activities, raising 
and show ing her ow n flock of regis
tered N atural-C olored sheep.

Phi Kappa Phi is a national scholastic 
honor society w ith chapters at 247 
colleges and universities throughout 
the nation. Founded in 1897 to recog
nize academ ic excellence in all disci
plines, Phi Kappa Phi established its 
Fellow ship Program  in 1932 and since 
then has honored over nine-hundred 
scholars w ith aw ards.
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Interpreting the Odds in Disease
A s a veterinarian Dr. Janet 

Scarlett w orks with ani
m als and disease -- as an 

epidem iologist, she translates dis
ease into incidence rates, odds ra
tios and relative risks.

Dr. Scarlett w orks in an area of vet
erinary m edicine that is receiving 
increasing attention. Epidem iologi
cal studies are being used to assess 
the risk of disease and to identify 
factors that influence that risk. In 
her w ork, Dr. Scarlett has studied 
the grow ing incidence of a disease 
that once occurred infrequently in 
cats; evaluated a suggested link 
betw een m ultiple sclerosis and dog 
ow nership; and, in an on-going 
study, is testing the efficacy of a 
feline leukem ia vaccine.

Dr. Scarlett is conducting a field 
trial w ith Dr. Roy Pollock that is 
looking at the efficacy of N orden's 
vaccine Leukocell for the preven
tion of feline leukem ia. Seventy- 
nine cats in a large hum ane colony 
w ere random ly assigned to tw o 
groups. O ne group received vac
cine and the other received a p la
cebo. Both groups are housed w ith 
cats know n to be infected w ith fe
line leukem ia and share com m on 
litter pans, feed bow ls, etc. The 
care-givers, the laboratory techni
cians w ho test the sam ples from  the 
cats and the investigators in this 
study are unaw are o f w hich cats 
have received vaccine or placebo. 
A t the study's conclusion, the m or
tality and infection rates will be com 
pared for both  groups to see if the 
vaccine really does confer protec
tion against the disease.

Dr. Scarlett becam e involved in 
another study of cats because of a 
clin ician 's curiosity. Dr. Sydney 
M oise, cardiologist in the Teach
ing H ospital, suspected that she 
and other clinicians w ere seeing 
an increasing num ber o f cases of 
feline hyperthyroidism . This d is
ease generally occurs in older cats 
(8 years or older) and ow ners of
ten report their cats exhibit kitten
like behavior and w eight-loss 
d e sp ite  in c re a s e d  a p p e tite s . 
H igher than norm al levels of thy
roid horm ones account for these

unique signs. Dr. M oise w anted to 
docum ent an increased incidence 
of the disease, but looking at the 
frequency of diagnosis here at the 
college and at other veterinary 
schools in the U.S. raised further 
questions. W hy w asn't the disease 
diagnosed before the 1970's? W ere 
affected cats m isdiagnosed before 
this tim e, or w ith an aging cat popu
lation w ere there just m ore old cats 
to develop the disease? O r w as it 
really a new  disease?

The last possibility seem ed the 
m ost likely so Dr. Scarlett conducted 
a case-control study in w hich she 
questioned tw o groups of cat ow n
ers (one group ow ning cats w ith 
feline hyperthyroidism  and one

Dr. Janet Scarlett

group ow ning unaffected cats). The 
ow ners answ ered a series o f ques
tions on their cats' diet, environ
m ent, w hether the cat w as kept 
indoors or outdoors, w hether it ate 
house plants or if  there w as expo
sure to law n fertilizers.

In this prelim inary study, the ow n
ers' o f hyperthyroid cats reported 
that their cats w ere fed a larger pro
portion of canned food, w ere m ore 
likely  to live in-doors, and w ere ex
posed to m ore flea pow ders and 
sprays than the control cats. Dr. 
Scarlett stresses that this study raises 
several hypotheses that require 
further w ork. She is w orking on 
refining, validating and evaluating 
the reliability o f her dietary and

other questions before repeating the 
study in a larger population of both 
urban and rural cats.

She has also investigated a pos
sible link betw een m ultiple sclero
sis (MS) and dog ow nership. The 
link w as suggested first by a fam ily 
w here three sisters developed M S 
w ithin one year o f each other, fol
low ing a "neurologic illness" o f the 
fam ily dog. M ultiple sclerosis is a 
degenerative disease that attacks 
the m yelin sheaths in the nervous 
system  and because the canine d is
tem per virus can cause a fatal de
generative condition in old dogs 
called "old  dog encephalitis" it 
w as suggested as the possible cause 
o f MS. H ow ever, in a study of 
people w ith m ultiple sclerosis and 
people w ithout the disease, Dr. 
Scarlett could not establish the 
connection betw een dog ow nership 
and the developm ent o f MS.

As an ep idem iologist Dr. Scarlett 
also consults on questions of study 
design, interprets statistical infor
m ation, develops questionnaires, 
and helps researchers determ ine the 
correct sam ple size for their stud
ies. O f course, as a veterinarian 
she brings a veterinary m edical 
expertise to the study of disease in 
populations. The duality m ay 
su gg est new  p rev en tiv e  a p 
proaches to disease w here the end 
benefit is im proved anim al health.

Students Pull Out The 
(Classical) Stops

For eleven years, students who 
talked w ith Dr. D onald Postle in 
his capacity as director o f finan
cial aid, did so against a back
ground of classical m usic. W hile 
the m usic probably d id n 't ease the 
students’ financial burdens, it did 
m uch to soothe the savage, or at 
least financially  w orried, 
breast.

W hen Dr. Postle retired in fall of 
1988, it seem ed only appropriate 
to give a farew ell concert of classi
cal m usic in his honor. O n O ctober 
26th, for an appreciative audience 
that included Dr. D onald Postle 
and his w ife, Betty, a dozen stu
dents sang and played selected 
w orks by Bach, V ivaldi, A lbinoni, 
M ozart, Beethoven, and C hopin.

D r. Donald Postle and wife Betty.
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American Veterinary Anatomists 
Honor Dr. Habel

V eterin ary  stu d en ts in 
anatom y classes from  
England to India, A us

tralia to the A m ericas have stud
ied his anatom y books. H e is Dr. 
Robert E. Habel, professor em eri
tus of anatom y at C ornell's C ol
lege of Veterinary M edicine, and 
by his ow n adm ission, he is a "nit 
picker". That's an indispensable 
quality in an anatom ist w ho m ust 
locate, nam e and describe the 
m uscular, skeletal, nervous and 
other internal structures of ani
m als. Recently, Dr. H abel's life
long labors in the anatom ical labo
ratories w ere recognized. He has 
re c e iv e d  th e  O u ts ta n d in g  
A chievem ent A w ard from  the 
A m erican A ssociation of V eteri
nary A natom ists (AAVA).

Dr. H abel is only the second re
cipient of this aw ard; Dr. Ralph 
Kitchell, the aw ard's first recipi
ent in 1986, presented Dr. H abel

w ith the aw ard during cerem onies at 
the A A VA  annual m eeting held in 
C orvallis, O regon. The aw ard honors 
Dr. H abel for "h is com m itm ent to 
excellence, for his scholarly achieve
m ents and his distinguished contri
butions to veterinary anatom y."

In his career, Dr. H abel has "been into 
textbooks a lot", w hich is an under
statem ent. H e is the author o f "A p 
plied  V eterin ary  A n atom y " and 
"G uide to the D issection of D om estic 
R um inants." He is also co-author of 
"G uide to the D issection of the H orse" 
w ith Drs. J. R. Rooney and W . O. Sack. 
These books are used in veterinary 
m edical curricula around the world.

A lthough officially in retirem ent, Dr. 
H abel is w orking on the latest edition 
of "G uide to the D issection of D om es
tic R um inants." The textbook w ill 
feature 48 additional illustrations and 
updated inform ation on the latest 
anatom ical research. As a "test drive",

New Posts, 
New People in 
Administration

he gave drafts o f the textbook to the 
college's first year class,then worked 
w ith them  in their anatom y labora
tory to get their response.

Dr. H abel believes in the traditional 
em phasis on learning specific and 
detailed inform ation and his books, 
reflect that philosophy. After nearly 
four decades as an educator, he 
w orries that current curriculum  
changes w ill leave courses inco
herent and students w ithout the 
specific know ledge they need.

Dr. H abel earned his D.V.M . degree 
fro m O h io State in  1941, then served 
in the arm y during W orld W ar II, 
returning to O hio State in 1946 as an 
instructor in veterinary anatom y, 
histology, and em bryology. He 
earned his m aster of science degree 
at O hio and, in 1956, the M .V.D. 
(M edicinae V eterinariae Doctor) 
from  the U niversity o f U trecht, the 
N etherlands. In 1947 he joined the 
faculty o f the C ollege of Veterinary 
M edicine as an assistant professor 
in the departm ent of veterinary anat
om y. H e w as nam ed associate 
professor in 1949, then professor 
and head of the D epartm ent o f V et
erinary A natom y in 1960, a position 
he held for the next sixteen years. 
He retired in 1978.

Dr. H abel served as chairm an of the 
A A V A 's N om enclature C om m ittee 
on G ross A natom y for eleven years 
and as president of the A A VA  from  
1965 to 1966. In the W orld A ssocia
tion of V eterinary A natom ists, he 
served as vice-president from  1967 
to l9 7 1 , then as president from  1971 
to 1975. He has been a m em ber of 
the International C om m ittee on- 
V eterinary A natom ical N om encla
ture since 1958, serving as vice chair
m an from  1963 until 198 0 , and as a 
m em ber o f its editorial com m ittee 
since 1967. Dr. H abel is a m em ber 
of the A m erican V eterinary M edi
cal A ssociation, the N ew  York State 
V eterinary M edical Society, and 
the A m erican Association of A nato
mists.

Several changes in personnel 
and job responsibilities took 
place over the sum m er in the 

colleges' adm inistration.

Dr. Douglas McGregor

In the O ffice o f R esearch Dr. 
D ou glas M cG regor has assum ed a 
half-tim e appointm ent as associate 
dean for research w hile continuing 
as director o f the Jam es A. Baker 
Institute for A nim al H ealth. He 
w ill direct the C ollege Research 
O ffice, w ith responsibility for spon
sored research, cooperative research 
initiatives, and biosafety. Dr. M cG 
regor received both his undergradu
ate degree and his M .D. degree from  
the U niversity  o f W estern O ntario, 
London, O ntario, and earned his D. 
Phil, degree in pathology at the Sir 
W illiam  D unn School o f Pathology, 
O xford, England. H e serves on the 
scientific advisory board of the C or
nell Biotechnology Program  and has 
served on num erous scientific sci
entific advisory com m ittees for the 
N ational Institutes o f Health.

John Semmler
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In the O ffice of Public A ffairs M r. 
Jo h n  C. Sem m ler fills the new ly 
created position of assistant dean 
for public affairs. Mr. Sem m ler will 
oversee the areas of alum ni affairs, 
developm ent, public inform ation 
and publications. Mr. Sem m ler is 
an alum nus of Cornell U niversity 
and has held several adm inistrative 
positions in C ornell's Office of Spon
sored Program s, in the D ivision of 
Biological Sciences, and in the C ol
lege o f V eterinary M edicine.

Elizabeth A. Fontana

M s. E lizab eth  A. Fontana joins the 
college as the director o f develop
m ent w ith responsibility  for an
nual giving, corporate and founda
tion proposals, and the general so
licitation of private support for the 
College. M s. Fontana previously 
w as acting co-director and director 
of developm ent of the G allery A s
sociation of N ew  York State, H a
m ilton , N ew  Y ork, w here she 
handled fund raising, public rela
tions and advocacy activities for 
the statew ide nonprofit organiza
tion.

Gloria Crissey

In the O ffice o f Financial A id, M s. 
G lo ria  C rissey  succeeds the retir
ing Dr. D onald Postle as d irector of

Japan Society 
Hosts Cornell Researcher

Marek's Symposium and Lecture Tour 
Combined in Japan Visit

financial aid, w hile continuing her 
duties as the college's registrar. She 
has been registrar for the C ollege of 
V eterinary M edicine since 1979. 
M s. C rissey holds an associate's de
gree in business adm inistration, and 
prior to joining the C ollege of V et
erinary M edicine's staff, held posi
tions at C ornell's Personnel 
Services, the O ffice of the D irector 
of the Industrial Research Park, and 
the D epartm ent o f D esign and Pro
ject M anagem ent. C om bining the 
offices o f the registrar w ith that of 
the director of financial aid w ill in
crease coordination betw een m any 
of the program s and agendas those 
offices share and w ill facilitate stu
dent assistance.

In the O ffice of Facilities, a new  
director o f facilities and services, 
M r. R ob ert J .W eb ster, Jr , has be
gun w orking w ith architects and 
the C entral Planning C om m ittee at 
the college on plans for the C ol
lege 's proposed $70-m illion reno
vation and construction. M r. W eb
ster had been chief o f engineering

Robert Webster

services at the V eterans A dm ini 
stration M edical C enter, Bath, N ew  
York, w here he w as responsible for 
over $27-m illion in planning, de
sign, renovation and construction 
on the m edical center's cam pus. A 
1974 graduate o f Valparaiso U ni
versity  w ith a degree in civil engi
neering, Mr. W ebster is a board 
m em ber of the G enesee V alley H os
pital Engineers A ssociation and a 
m em ber of the N ew  Y ork  State 
H ospital Engineers A ssociation.

T hanks to a fellow ship from  
the Japan Society  for the 
P ro m o tio n  o f S c ie n c e  

(JSPS), Dr. Bruce C alnek, chairm an 
of the D epartm ent o f A vian and 
A quatic A nim al M edicine, w as able 
to com bine participation in the 
Third International Sym posium  on 
M arek 's D isease held Septem ber 12 
through 16 in O saka, Japan, w ith a 
lecture tour of the country. The fel
low ship provided for his travel 
expenses so he could speak at u ni
v ers itie s  and re search  cen ters 
throughout Japan. The JSPS is a 
sem ig ov ern m en ta l o rg an izatio n  
founded for the purpose of contrib
uting to the advancem ent o f sci
ence. To prom ote international co
operation in science, the JSPS helps 
Japanese scientists invite their for
eign colleagues to Japan for coop
erative research and other academ ic 
endeavors. Dr. C alnek 's host dur
ing his tour w as Dr. Katsuya H irai, 
a visiting professor at C ornell in
1978 w ho w orked with Dr. Calnek 
and Dr. Stephen H itchner.

In his travels, Dr. C alnek had the 
opportunity to see a side of Japan 
not on view  to the tourist. Interest
ingly, in som e of the veterinary 
colleges he found departm ents w ith 
as few  as three faculty m em bers—a 
professor, an associate professor, 
and a research associate. G raduate 
students served in a broad capacity, 
substituting for technicians and 
even glassw are w ashers, w hile they 
carried out their academ ic studies 
and their ow n research. D espite the 
draw backs w e m ight see to that 
arrangem ent, Dr. C alnek observed 
that, "th e  system  seem s to w ork 
w ell for the Japanese, as evidenced 
by the high research productivity in 
their universities."

Several o f Dr. C alnek 's Cornell 
colleagues w ere also in Japan at
tending the Third International 
Sym posium  on M arek's Disease. Dr. 
Karel Schat and C atherine Fabri

cant, w ere invited to m ake the trip 
to O saka to speak at the sym po
sium. Dr. Schat also had the oppor
tunity to lecture at several Japanese 
u niversities before speaking at the 
sym posium  on his research into the 
characterization of M arek 's disease 
cell lines.

The Third International Sym posium  
hoped both to encourage interna
tional cooperation and stim ulate 
future studies on M arek's disease. 
D iscussion at the sym posium  cen
tered on recent progress in M arek's 
disease research in the fields of 
m olecular biology, latency, onco
genicity, the m echanism  of disease, 
vaccine, antivirals, and ep idem iol
ogy. Related fields such as general 
avian im m unology and pathology 
w ere also included. C atherine Fab
ricant presented her w ork on the 
pathogenesis o f atherosclerosis in 
chickens induced w ith M arek 's 
disease herpesvirus, and Dr. C al
nek, a m em ber o f the sym posium 's 
advisory council, spoke on the es
tablishm ent of M arek 's disease cell 
lines from  locally-induced lesions. 
H e also presented a paper dealing 
w ith m aintenance of M arek 's d is
ease herpesvirus latency in  v itro , 

w hich he coauthored w ith Dr. 
C elina Buscaglia. Dr. Buscaglia 
com pleted her doctoral studies in 
the college's D epartm ent o f Avian 
and A quatic A nim al M edicine and 
is now  w orking in A rgentina.

For Dr. C alnek and his colleagues in 
the D epartm ent o f A vian and 
A qu atic A nim al M ed icine , the 
sym posium  w as also a w elcom e 
continuation of their ow n efforts to 
prom ote research into M arek's dis
ease. Four years ago at C ornell, 
they hosted the international sym 
posium  on M arek 's disease. N early 
130 people attended from  tw enty- 
five countries.
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VALSEP Students:
Learning & Earning On The Job

F or the sum m er of 1988, the 
Veterinary A lum ni Student 
E m p lo y m e n t P ro g ra m  

(V A L S E P ) com m ittee selected two 
students to increase their earnings 
w hile w orking at the veterinary clin
ics o f college alum ni. U nder the 
program , V A LSEP m atches the 
alum nus-em ployer's usual w age 
w ith a grant of up to $1,500. Ken 
Bym an '89  and Teresa H laing '89 
reported back on a "learning and 
earning "  sum m er that was, in som e 
w ays, m ore than they had expected . 
Ken Bym an w orked at the H om er, 
and Tully, N ew  York, clinics of

\  - ' m m  l
Ken Byman

Dr. W illiam  Cadw allader. O ffice 
calls in a m ixed-anim al practice 
w ere good training for Ken; his op
portunity to talk w ith clients about 
their pets gave him  a realistic im 
pression of w hat is im portant in a 
practice. "I 'm  beginning to realize 
the im portance of blending m edi
cal, surgical, and social sk ills," Ken 
w rote to the VA LSEP com m ittee 
halfw ay through the sum m er. "You

can be the greatest surgeon in the 
w orld, bu t if you can 't com m uni
cate, then the practice suffers.’"  In 
addition togaining practical experi
ence in diagnosis and treatm ent 
every day at the clinics, Ken took 
tim e every night to read up on 
problem s he encountered. H e was, 
he w rote, "getting  the experience 
[he] needed to develop as a com 
plete veterinarian."

"I  m ust say that m y experience this 
sum m er turned out to be very ful
filling ," w rote Teresa Hlaing. She 
spent the sum m er w orking w ith Dr. 
G erald Bezner and his colleagues at 
the Boulevard A nim al H ospital in 
Syracuse, N ew  York.

U nder Dr. Bezner's supervision, 
Teresa w as able to develop her 
skills in elective procedures such as 
ovariohysterectom ies and castra
tions and to assist the clin ic's sur
geons on m any other surgeries. In 
her report to the V A LSEP com m it
tee, Teresa w rote that, "som e of the 
really great experiences o f the 
sum m er included orthopedic sur
geries I participated in. A lthough 
w e learned a lot about orthopedics 
in school, I had never had the op
portunity to participate in real clin i
cal orthopedics before. I gained a 
real appreciation of how  difficult 
orthopedics can be and a lot o f re
spect for veterinary orthopedic sur
geons."

Teresa w rote that the technicians at 
the clinic w ere especially helpful. 
"T hey  patiently show ed m e how  to

run C BC s, perform  urinalysis and 
do other lab tests that they fre
quently perform  and that I feel are 
im portant for the veterinarian to 
be able to do, as w ell." Like Ken, 
Teresa said that the opportunity to 
observe the client-patient-veteri
narian relationship during office 
calls increased her confidence in 
her work.

In the com ing academ ic year, the 
m oney Ken and Teresa earned 
w ill help pay the costs o f tuition, 
room  and board, books, and m any 
incidentals that add up to over

Teresa Hlaing

$13,000 for each student. H ow 
ever, Teresa and Ken would proba
b ly  agree that the benefits o f the 
sum m er's em ploym ent w ill be 
m easured in m ore than dollars and 
cents. Those benefits can also be 
counted in term s of increased 
confidence, a broader professional 
experience, and an appreciation of 
the realities o f veterinary practice.

VALSEP Award
Honors Former Director

T he Executive C om m ittee 
of the A lum ni A ssocia
tion of the C ollege of 

V eterinary M edicine has 
established the annual R alp h  A. 
and Jan e Jo n e s V A L SE P  
Award in honor o f M r. Ralph 
Jones, form er director of Public 
Affairs at the College. The 
aw ard recognizes Mr. Jones' 
outstanding service to the 
A lum ni A ssocation and his 
contributions to the A ssocia
tion 's grow th and prosperity.

The V A LSEP or Veterinary 
A lum ni Student Em ploym ent 
Program  supplem ents a stu
dent's salary for sum m er 
em ploym ent in an alum nus' 
privately ow ned practice or 
laboratory, m atching the alum 
nus-em ployer's usual w age 
w ith a grant o f up to $1,500. 
A ccording to Dr. H erbert 
Schryver, secretary /treasu rer of 
the A lum ni A ssociation, 
VA LSEP funding gives students 
the opportunity to w ork within 
the veterinary profession w hile 
earning a com petitive w age, 
thereby reducing their need to 
borrow . In 1988,the average 
debt for graduating students 
w as $31,000; VA LSEP w as 
begun to help students decrease 
this debt load. W ith  the m ost 
recent addition of the VA LSEP 
aw ard honoring M r. Jones, 
funding is now  available to co
sponsor em ploym ent for three 
C ornell veterinary m edical 
students.

V e t e r in a r y  
V ie w p o in t s
The New York College of Veterinary Medicine
Cornell University
Ithaca, New York 14853


