
 What is open access?

• Immediate free availability on the public Internet
• Research literature that scholars produce without 

expectation of payment

• An access model, not a business model

• Open-access journals require alternative business 
models to replace subscription-based models

• Peer-reviewed open archives (e.g., PMC) can 
exist alongside traditional publishing



Cornell’s Approaches 
• Subscriptions and licenses
• Institution pays
• Institutional repository
• Disciplinary repository
• Cornell University Press
• Digital publishing of scholarly journals 



Cornell University Library’s Open Access 
Report

• Open Access “library pays” model would cost 
CUL significantly more than subscriptions.

• A blanket approach to OA may have 
unintended consequences on communities it 
is meant to serve.

• Judiciously implemented, based on need, 
OA will be a great boon.

• Subscription can serve as an equitable model 
for disseminating scholarship, particularly 
when administered by scholarly societies, 
university presses, and academic libraries.

• OA and subscription can coexist.



CUL Supports OA Journals
• New Journal of Physics
• BioMed Central
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