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Table 2. Comparison of sociodemographic characteristics of respondents before and after weighting for

educational attainment with 1990 Census data.

Pilot Study Area

Syracuse S. Westchester
Sample After Sample After
1990 Weighting 1990 Weighting
Census Sample for Education Census Sample for_Education
Percent
Sex of Respondent (adult > 18 yrs.
old)
Male 46.5 46.6 43.8 46.8 44.6 42.2
Female 53.5 53.4 56.2 53.2 55.4 57.8
Age of Respondent
18-24 16.9 5.1 10.1 12.4 5.6 6.9
25-44 42.0 46.4 37.6 40.2 39.8 35.9
45-64 23.3 29.7 29.1 27.7 32.2 30.0
65+ 17.8 18.8 23.2 19.7 22.4 27.2
Race of Respondent (race of
householder)
White 89.0 92.2 87.3 75.5 79.6 76.4
African-American 8.6 4.8 9.2 16.5 9.2 11.1
Other 2.4 3.0 3.5 8.0 11.2 12.6
Educational Attainment of
Respondent (adults > 25)
Grades 1-11 20.0 4.6 20.7 4.5
Grad. High School 30.0 26.0 25.8 24.6
Some College 25.6 26.6 19.9 19.6
Grad. College 15.1 20.2 17.8 21.7
Some Post Grad. 9.3 22.6 15.8 29.6
Household Composition
Adults only 69.0 63.4 63.6 73.4 63.8 65.0
Two adults with children 22.2 32.9 31.6 22.2 32.5 32.3
Single female with children 7.5 2.4 3.2 3.5 3.0 2.3
Single male with children 1.3 1.3 1.6 0.9 0.7 0.3
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Table 4. Comparison of past participation and interest in future wildlife education programs between 1977
and 1994 studies.

Pilot Study Area

mmqmmmmm h
1977 1994 1977 = pmww
_Percent

Households who participated in conservation or
environmental programs in 12 months prior to survey. 11.9 14.8 14.5 12.3

Number of adults who would participate in programs to study
life cycles and habits of local wildlife.

0 67.3 60.9° 67.6 64.0°
1 20.0 24.3 16.2 24.9
2 10.2 14.1 15.2 9.8
3 or more 2.4 0.7 1.0 1.3

Number of adults who would participate in wildlife

identification programs.
0 _ 60.8 61.1 62.4 65.8
1 25.3 21.4 20.5 23.3
2 12.2 16.1 15.6 10.3
3 or more 1.6 1.4 1.5 0.6

0f households with children, number of children who would

participate in programs to study life cycles and habits

of local wildlife.
0 51.9 52.9 57.3 52.4
1 20.3 23.3 20.0 25.0
2 16.5 17.0 16.0 18.3
3 or more 11.4 6.8 6.6 4.3

Of households with children, number of children who would

participate in wildlife identification programs.
0 48.1 47.6 45.3 55.5
1 25.3 26.2 25.3 26.2
2 16.5 18.4 20.0 14.0
3 or more 10.1 7.8 9.3 4.3

%Source: Brown and Dawson, 1978.
PA11 1994 data estimating future participation has been weighted by educational attainment of respondents.
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Table 5. Respondents® level of concern for factors that might impact participation in future wildlife
education programs by pitot study area.

Pilot Study Area
_____ Syracuse S. Westchester
Somewhat of Very Much of Somewhat of Very Much of
A Concern A Concern A Concern A Concern
Percent
Fuli-day programs 24.8 24.2 21.2 32.9
Programs offered in the evening 18.9 18.2 22.2 18.9
Programs offered on weekends 11.9 13.8 13.3 11.1
Safety in neighborhood parks 13.8 17.6 16.9 24,7
Safety of public transportation to programs 10.9 14.1 10.5 22.1
No _Yes No Yes
Participate if taught by DEC, BOW 4.4 95.6 3.5 96.5
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Table 8. Perceived 1ikelihood of various sources of information reaching respondents, by pilot study

area.
Pilot Study Area
Syracuse S. Westchester
Likely or Likely or
Very Likely Very Likely

to ch The Best Source to Reach Them Best Source
Potential Sources of Information

on Wildljfe Education Programs Percent

Local newspaper 65.9 33.8 56.4 31.0
Local television 69.0 27.4 51.5% 21.4
DEC publication (e.g., The Conservationist) 37.4 12.2 31.9 15.5
School handouts and mailings 38.2 11.0 36.8 16.5
Local radio 44 .6 5.2 32,7* 4.9
Posters in your neighborhood 33.3 2.3 40.2 6.8
Other 8.1 3.9

—t
L =4
(=]
o
(=
(=]
o
(=]

*Statistically significant difference between pilot study areas at P < .05 using Chi-square test.
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Table 9. Current sources of information on New York wildlife for those indicating household interest in
future wildlife education programs, by pilot study areas.

Pilot Study Area

Syracuse S. Westchester
% Checking Most Important % Checking Most Important
Source Source Source Source
Current Sources of Information Percent

on_New York State wildlife

Newspapers 59.9 21.6 50.5 29.3
Friends or family 50.0 12.6 27 .9* 12.2
Television 42.4 21.0 37.8 24.4
Magazines or newsletters from environmental
interest groups 42.4 9.8 31.5 14.6
DEC publications 32.0 16.8 18.9* 8.5
Other magazines 25.0 5.6 20.7 3.7
Radio 21.5 3.5 14.4 0.0
Movies, films 15.7 0.7 18.0 1.2
Meetings, presentations 11.0 1.4 9.9 2.4
Other sources 12.2 _1.0 4,5* 3.7
] 100.0 100.0
No current source 5.8 2.7

*Statistically significant difference between pilot study areas at P < .05 using Chi-square test.
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Table 14. Influencers of wildlife interest during childhood by current level of interest in wildlife for
those with at least some interest in wildlife.

Occasionally Occasionally
or Actively or Actively
Participate in Participate in
General Passive Nonconsumptive Some Consumptive
Interest Interest Actjvities Only Activities
Greater Effect on Developing
Interest Percent
Books, magazine, television 51.1 64.5 33.3 34.3*
People close to me 48.9 35.5 66.7 65.7
Positive Influencers to Date
Father 44.0 38.1 59.5 54 .3*
Mother 33.0 34.7 58.2 38.6*
Friend 27.5 32.2 46.8 47.1*
Spouse 25.3 24.6 38.0 40.0*
Teacher 30.8 34.7 32.9 28.6
Other relative 8.8 19.5 32.9 37.1*
Sibling 24.2 16.9 3.2 22.9*
Other adult 25.3 21.2 20.3 22.9
None of the above 16.5 9.3 1.3 4.3*
Some family member 70.3 71.2 93.7 88.6*
Most Important Influence
Family member 58.2 60.5 77.3 77.4*
Friend, other adult 41.8 39.5 22.7 22.6

*Statistically significant difference between interest groups at P < .05 using Chi-square test.
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Table 15. Important or very important childhood sources of wildlife information by current level of
interest in wildlife for those with at least some interest in wildlife.

Occasionally Occasionally
or Actively or Actively
Participate in Participate in
General - Passive Nonconsumptive Some Consumptive
Interest Interest Activities Only Activities
Child Sources of Information i
Books, magazines 54.7 60.7 61.3 73.1
Television 55.2 57.9 49.3 57.1
family outings 35.7 42.5 58.9 63.6%
School materials 50.0 54.3 44.4 51.5
Youth organizations 30.6 35.1 33.8 47.1
Movies, films 37.6 48.7 37.0 60.3*
Newspapers 16.5 13.2 12.7 12.3
Radio 8.5 10.6 18.3 10.8

*Statistically significant difference between interest groups at P < .05 using Chi-square test.
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Table 16. Participation levels in wildlife-related activities estimated by different studies since 1977.

Urban National Survey National Survey Urban Wildlife
Residents New York State New York State Study
1994 1991° 1985° 1977¢

Percent Participating

Around home

Observing 63.9 30 33 63.8

Feeding 55.6 40 50.1

Photographing 20.9 8 18.2
Away from home

Observing 35.7 12 13

Fishing 25.1 12 15 18.7

Hunting 6.4 5 5 7.5

®Source: USFWS, 1993.
bSource: USFWS, 1989.
°Source: Brown and Dawson, 1978.
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Table 17. Participation in wildlife-related activities in the past 12 months.

Those Those
Who Occasionally Who Occasionally
or Actively Participate or Actively Participate
Al Those in Nonconsumptive in Some Consumptive
Respondents With Wildlife Interest _Activities Only Activities
Mean Days Mean Days Mean Days Mean Days
% For % For % For % For

Wildl1ife-related Participating Participants Participating Participants Participating Participants Participating Participants
Activities

Around Home

Observing 63.9 177 72.0 179 84.8 212 87.1 221
Feeding 55.6 163 67.1 163 73.4 174 77.1 209
Photographing 20.9 10 25.2 10 3g.2 14 41.4 18
Away From Home
Observing 35.7 21 43.1 22 72.2 43 64.3 29
Feeding 19.5 19 23.5 19 30.4 33 38.6 36
Photographing 19.1 12 23.1 13 35.4 27 42.9 19
Fishing 25.1 19 28.2 19 0.0 -- 88.6 21
Hunting 6.4 13 7.4 13 0.0 -- 38.6 14
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Table 18. Participation in natural resource-related activities in the past 12 months.

Those Those
Who Occasionally Who Occasionally
or Actively or Actively
Those With Those With Participate in Participate in
All No Wildlife Wildlife Nonconsumptive Some Consumptive
Respondents Interest Interest Activities 0 Activities
Natural Resource- Percent Participating
related Activities
Picnicking 74.0 54.1 78.2* 87.3 95.7
Gardening 62.0 40.7 66.6* 77.2 82.9
Hiking 44.8 15.7 50.8% 75.9 77.1
Boating 41.5 22.7 45.4* 49.4 71.4%%
Collecting rocks
or shells 28.7 8.7 36.9* 38.0 48.6
Camping 26.6 13.4 29.4* 36.7 54 3**
Clamming 4.6 0.0 5.5 6.3 17.1%*

[49

*Statistically significant differences between those with and those without wildlife interest at P < .05
using Chi-square test.

**Statistically significant differences between those who participate in nonconsumptive activities only
versus some consumptive activities at P < .05 using Chi-square test.
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Table 20. Levels of interest in wildlife for various sociodemographic groups.

Of Those With Int H

Occasionally Occasionally
or Actively or Actively
Participate in Participate in
No Some General Passive Nonconsumptive Some Consumptive
Interest Interest Interest Interest Activities Only Activities
Sociodemographic
Characteristics Percent
Sex
Male 18.2 81.8 25.4 33.9 14.7 26.0*
Female 16.2 83.8 25.1 33.7 28.3 12.8
Age
18-24 21.2 78.8* 57.1 28.6 0.0 14.3*
25-44 11.7 88.3 29.1 30.9 20.6 19.4
45-64 20.3 79.7 20.5 29.1 24.8 25.6
65+ 21.2 78.8 19.7 50.8 21.3 8.2
Race
White 15.3 84.7* 23.4 33.8 22.5 20.4
African-American 34.3 65.7 —— —-— -—— ——--
Other 20.9 79.1 —— -— s Sl
Education Level
Grades 1-11 27.8 72.2 — ——— -—— ——e
Grad. High School 19.1 80.9 28.8 35.6 11.0 24.7
Some College 13.6 86.4 21.3 38.3 22.3 18.1
Grad. College 15.0 85.0 21.8 32.2 24.1 21.8
Some Post Grad. 16.0 84.0 27.0 31.0 28.0 14.0

*Statistically significant differences between sociodemographic groups at P < .05 using Chi-square test.
—-——-Insufficient sample.
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